


























_ CONTE N T \ 

12 -25 Jan 1994 Volume 15 Issue 7. An Ananda Bazar Publication Rs. 12.00 



4 

WANNA PLA YBALL 

1994 is the World Cup Year and 
the world's most popular 
sporting tournament is to be 
held in a country known for 
everything else but soccer 

48 

1993: YEAR OF 
BADMINTON 

Former international player 
Sanjay Sharma takes a look at 
the World badminton scene in 
the year gone by 

52 

A GRIM FAIRY TALE 

He's the most talented young 
chess i)rodigy. But will Surya 
Shekhar Ganguly's career be 
jeopardised by his family's 
financial constraints? 



58 

News in pictures 

60 

Katarina Witt's comeback 

62 

Soccer diary 

64 

Indian Motor racing 


Editor Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi 

cnrmd lot Aiwxto PaMa Ua . Ir(»n e 4 9 

Pr«ll*iS«MtSli» 0 l CacuBarOOOOl Baau 

MrtutctiBi)alorSnnigK«ii DminraTi1piini20p» Honh 
£aMmSUMs2SpaH 


PHOIOCRAPHS cmORSPOBT 


I N the sixty-four year history of 
the soccer World Cup, the host 
nation has always advanced to 
the second round. Bui for the 
1994 World Cup, bookmakers are 
giving favourable odds that USA may 
not progress beyond the first round. It 
is felt that their Group A opponents, 
Columbia, Switzerland and Romania 
possess loo much class for the hosts. If 
USA fails to advance it would be an 
unprecedented, though dubious feat. 

FIFA would have mixed feelings 
about USA not progressing to the next 
round. They would be upset that the 
absence of the host team would affect 
crowd response and above all be a jolt 
to the development of football in USA. 
Afterall FIFA's primary aim for staging 
the World Cup in the land of 
Mcdonalds and Coca Cola was to 
popular! se football in these areas. 
However, they would also heave a 
sigh of relief that the stigma of fixing 
the draw for the home team would no 
longer be applicable. The feeling that 
hosts come off lightly when the draw 
is made would be dispelled. 

In previous years even lesser 
known football nations like 
Switzerland (in 1954) and Chile (in 
1962) performed favourably when 
the World Cup was held on home soil. 
Switzerland reached the quarter finals 
even though they were in a group 
which included Italy, England and 
Belgium. Chile finished third in 1962, 
qualifying from a group which 
included West Germany, Italy and 
Switzerland. Mexlcxj reached the 
quarter finals in both 1970 and 1986 
when they staged the World Cup. 

The home crowd advantage, it is 
felt, could help USA move to the next 
round Another faaor which could 
help USA progress is the new format 
of the four besi-placed-ihird teams 
qualifying for the sixteen team 
knock-out second round. Italia '90 
revealed that the four third place 
teams which progressed were cither 
from the very competitive groups or 
those which had one weak team, such 
as an Asian nation which ensured 
easy pickings 

The-four third-placed teams which 
made it in 1990 were Argentina from 
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POT LUCK 


AFRICAN AND SOUTH OUTSIDERS 
AMERICAN TEAMS 


SEEDED EUROPEAN 

TEAMS TEAMS 



POT1 

IFA gambled and won at 
the Casino paradise of Las 
Vegas. The complex 
seeding of teams prior to 
the draw had aroused plenty of 
suspicion. There were hints of 
intrigue and manipulation. But 
FIFA had the last laugh. The 
seedings proved the doubting 
Thomases wrong. 

Above all, FIFA's credibility 
soared, as for the first time since 
the 1978 World Cup, the hosts 
have not got an easy draw. USA are 
in Group A, with Columbia, one of 
the dark horses of the tournament, 
Switzerland and Romania. In a 
World Cup qualifier, Columbia 
trounced Argentina 5-0, at Buenos 
Aires, the largest margin of defeat 
ever for Aigentina. Columbia also 
has some of the most exciting 
young players in the world • 

USA's tough draw is in sharp 
contrast to the easy groups enjoyed 
by the hosts in the last three World 
Cups. In 1982, hosts Spain were 
with Yugoslavia, Northern Ireland 
and Honduras ingroup 5. Spain 
muffed the t^portunlty of topping 
the group by drawing with 
underdogs Honduras and 
losing to Northern Ireland 0-1. 
Four years later itvMexlco, the 
hosts were in a comparatively easy 
group. They were in Group B, with 
Paraguay, Belgium and Iraq. 
Mexico topped the group and beat 
Bulgaria 2-0 to reach the last eight 
before losing to West Gennany via 


the tie breaker. 

The 1990 hosts, Italy were a 
world class team and needed no 
favours from the draw. Still they 
liad the easiest of groups. They 
were based in Rome in group A 
with Austria, USA and 
Czechoslovakia. The last time the 
hosts had a tough group was when 
the World Cup was limited to 
sixteen nations, way back in 1978. 
Argentina as hosts and ultimate 
champions were placed in group 1, 
with Italy, France and Hungary. 

Initially, the organising 
committee of the FIFA World Cup 
under the chairmanship of 
Mexico's Guillermo Canedo, 
seeded USA amongst the top six 
nations. This act was greeted with 
howls of dismay as USA is not 
considered a major football nation. 
They qualified for the 1990 World 
Cup after a lapse of 40 years. 
According to FIFA's own Coca Cola 
sponsored world rankings list, USA 
is seeded 27th. Thus to seed USA 
ahead of 1974 and 1978 World 
Cup runners-up Holland 
(currently seeded second) or 
Russia was absurd. It seemed that 
FIFA would manipulate the draw 
to ensure that the hosts progressed 
to the next round. This was seen as 
part of an overall plan to popularise 
football in the USA. 

Probably reacting to stinging 
media cnticism about their 
credibility, FIFA revised the 
procedure for seedings just prior to 


the draw at Las Vegas. Earlier, they 
had devised a complicated system 
of seeding nations. The 
calculations were based on 
performances in the last thrt*e 
World Cups, multiplying the 
ranking points by 3 (for 1990), 2 
(for 1986) and 1 (for 1982). The 
twenty four teams were divided 
into four groups of six, depending 
on the points accumulated. The 
strongest sides, Germany, 
Argentina, Brazil, Italy and 
Belgium had the least points and 
went to the top of the seeding list in 
Pot 1 or Bowl I. The sixth team 
amongst the top seeds was hosts 
USA. FIFA allowed them this 
special status as hosts. It is not 
known, if this is a precedent for the 
future or a One-off gamble. 

In the revised seedings list, FIFA 
retained the top six nations as per 
their points calculations in Pot 1. 
However the remaining eighteen 
nations were not separated by the 
complex points system devised by 
FIFA. Instead they opted for an 
inter-continental balancing act. 
FIFA secretary-general Sepp 
Blatter explained the geographical 
niceties of keeping South 
American, Asian, African and 
CONCAF teams (Mexico and USA) 
apart in the opening phase. It was 
also decided that no group would 
have more than two European 
teams. Only one group would have 
three, as there were thirteen 









Smx^an As expected 

the gttmp ndth thiee Eturopean 
oatidoscotild be the'grpdpof 
de«th^ It Qipiip Sand ccmtains 
Italy, Republic dfhelatid, Norway 
andMexio), 

So FIFA resorted to pladhg 
teams In ai^raprutte groups cat^ 
than a random draw. IIh; sod 
mdUon or so watchipgtlie live 
' telecast olthis razzmatazz draw 
never quite understood the 
procedure-<xcq)t {dr^me^but 
enjoyed the lurt nevertheless. Each 
of the first six round groups got a 
European team from the pot 
containing Spain. Russia, Holland, 
Republic of Ireland, Romania and 
Bulgaria. These were like the 
second seeded European teams. 
The three African teams were in 
the same seeded pot to keep them 
apart. Four European teams were 
kept in the outsiders pot along with 
twt) of the weakest teams amongst 
the 24 participants. Asia's 
qualifiers Saudi Arabia and South 
Korea. So the Outsider's pot 
consisted of Norway, Sweden, 
Switzerland and Greece, (from 
Europe) and Saudi Arabia and 
South Korea ffrom Asia). 

This outsider's pot decided the 
fate of the groups. The two groups 
with the Asian qualifiers offered 
the prospects of an easier route to 
the second round. 

.The third pot consisted of the 
three African nations Cameroon, 
Nigeria, Morocco, the CONCAF 
nation Mexico and two South 
Americans, Bolivia and Columbia. 
So by this complex system FIFA 
devised the.groups for the Draw. 
Brazil'sgroup, looks the tightest of 
all. Brazil were unfonunate to 
draw Sweden. European 
chaminonships semi Qnalists from 
the outsider's pot rather than an 
Asian nation. StHl the fears of 
manipulation remained 
imfotmded.lhtheendltboiled . 
deWntp'pot luck'and Brazil and 
Italy got the shmt straw. 


Group B, Columbia from D, Uruguay 
from group E and Holland with 
Republic of Ireland from Group F. 
Argentina and Holland's groups were 
very competitive, with at least three 
classy teams battling it out for 
qualification. Group B had 
Cameroon, USSR and Argentina. In 
group D, West Germany, Yugoslavia 
and Columbia had easy wins over 
UAE. Group F was so close that a 
solitary goal win by England over 
Egypt was the decisive match in this 
group. 

H owever, this logic may not 
fully apply to the '94 World 
Cup. The awarding during 
first round play, of three points for a 


win instead of two will favour an 
attacking approach. Defensive teams 
like Republic of Ireland in Group E, 
will be at a distinct disadvantage. The 
last time the Irish quaiified with three 
draws but in 1994 a team from 
another group with just one win will 
get three points and with a better goal 
difference could qualify. 

The choice of the fourth 
third-placed teams is thus quite open. 
It is likely that two of the third placed 
teams will emerge from groups C and 
F. in group C, South Korea, yet to win 
a match in three previous World Cups, 


are not expected to beat either 
Germany, Spain or Bolivia. At most 
they could get a draw. So this should 
rule out South Korea from further 
progress. In group F, Saudi Arabia is 
unlikely to beat either Holland. 
Belgium or MortKCO. Thus the.se three 
teams should all get three points each. 
It is estimated that four points should 
be ample for progress to tlie next 
round for the third placed teams in the 
'94 World Cup. 

USA will need one win to ensure 
progress as a third placed team from 
group A. On current form there is little 
to choose between Switzerland, 
Columbia and Romania so 
lopsy-turvy results arc expected from 
this group. Thus the third placed team 


USA might imt be the st^ for yornig 
Stan like Claudio Canaigia 


in this group could easily gather four 
points and qualify, which could be 
either USA or Romania. In group D, 
Argentina should progiess easily. 
However, there is little to choose 
between Nigeria, Bulgaria and 
Greece. Close matches are expected 
between these three teams which 
could also lead to the third placed 
team getting four points. However,as 
tliis trio of nations, are yet to win a 
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system. So the fourth third placed 
team could be either Cameroon or 
Sweden from group B. This 
calculation is based on current form 
by which Brazil and Russia should be 
the two automatic qualifiers from 
group B. 

Other expeaed qualifiers as group 
toppers and runners up are Columbia 
and Switzerland from group A, 
Germany and Spain from group C, 


Argentina and either Bulgaria or 
.Nigeria from group D, Italy and 
Norway from group E and Holland 
and Belgium from group F. They 
could be joined in the second round 
by Romania/USA, 
Cameroon/Sweden, Bolivia and 
Morocco. 

Gannaiiy't Breimw, KliMman and Riedl* 
dafand a Swadtsb fraa kick ia Iha 199Z 
Europaan Championship sami final 


T he first round league matches of 
the '94 World Cup are from ^ 
June 17-30 with the second 
round knock out phase commencing 
on July 2. There are eight matches in 
the second round, which is very 
difficult to predict. Second round 
contests are based on the group league 
positions, in which form and 
reputation often go haywire. In Italia 
'90, Brazil met Argentina and West 









Brazilian fana will ba disapiwiMail if 
Brazil dodsn't win Iha Cup this time 


Germany met Holland in second 
round matches. All these four teams 
were potential finalists yet they met 
early as Argentina finished third in 
group B and Holland third in group F. 

Still based on current form on July 
2, the winners of group C, most likely 
holders Germany will play the third 
placed tean) in group B, which could 
be Sweden or Russia or Cameroon. 
For FIFA it would be a nightmare if 
Brazil finishes third in gnmp B and 
clash with Germany in the second 
round, instead of the final as 
predicted. The other match that day is 
between the second placed teams of 
Groups C and A, which should be 
Spain vs Switzerland. 

The next day, the winners of Group 
A, probably Columbia take on the 
third placed team of cither groups C,D 
or E in that order, the expected third 
team from group C is Bolivia. So in the 
all South American clash, Columbia 
should be favourites to reach the 
quarter finals for the first time ever. 
The next match is between the 
runners up of groups B and F. There 
arc many possibilities. Russia or 
Sweden or Cameroon from group B 
could meet Belgium from group F. 
However, as the group F matches are 
being played in the heat and humidity 
of Orlando and Washington, Morocco 
could spring a surprise by finishing 
runners up ahead of cither of the 
European nations Belgium or 
Holland. Remember in the 1986 
Mexico World Cup, Morocco topped 
group F, ahead of England, Poland 
and Portugal in weather conditions 
which suited them. So Morocco could 
be the second placed team from group 
F. 

On American Independence Day, 
tfie winner of group F, most likely 
Holland play the runners up of group 
E, a group of death. In group E, the 
Italians fear Norway who took the 
three points off them in the 1992 
European championships qualifying 
rounds. Both Mexico and Ireland arc 
difficult to beai and if Italy come 
second in group E they could meet 



Holland in a clash of the favourites in 
the second round. However, on 
current form the match should be 
Holland vs Norway. On the same day, 
the winners of group B, probably 
Brazil, take on the third placers from 
groups A,C and D. They could meet 
the third placers of group A, either 


Romania or hosts USA which should 
be an easy match for Brazil. In the last 
three World Cups, Brazil have topped 
their groups in the league phase. They 
should do so this time also in spite of 
being in a tight group. 

On the last day of second round 
matches, the winners of group D play 
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the third placers of groups B, E or F. could meet either Morocco from second round matches at New York 

Runners up Argentina are certain group F or Mexico or Ireland from features the winners of Group E, 

winners of Group D. The draw was group E. A third placers from group E probably Italy against the runners up of 

favourable to them as the three other may not progress so Argentina could Group D, which could be either 

teams arc second class sides in world play Morocco. Again if the results in Nigena or Greece (both making World 

football. Their mass circulation group F go haywire, Argentina could Cup debuts) or Bulgaria. This should 

newspaper Clarin had hailed the draw have tougher opponents, cither also be an easy match and an incentive 

as "Bingo in Vegas." So Argentina Holland or Belgium. The last of the for Italy to top group E. 
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C onsidering all the 
permutations and 
combinations, the quaner 
. final line up on July 9 and 10 could 
read as follows: Argentina vs Spain or 
Switzerland, Holland vs Brazil, Italy vs 
Germany and Columbia vs Belgium or 
Russia or Cameroon. 

Both semi finals are scheduled on 
the same day, July 13 at Los Angeles 
and New Y ork, reverting to the trend 
followed in the 1982 and 1986 Worlo' 
Cups. In Italia '90, the semis had been 
played on alternate days. This time the 
semi final line up could read as 
Argentina vs Germany, a repeat of the 
1986 and 1990 World Cup finals and 
Brazil vs Belgium or Columbia. The 
bookmakers favourites for the final 


are Brazil vs Germany. And if the 
holders enter the final, it will be for a 
record fourth time in a row and a 
record seventh time overall in 13 
appearances in the final. 

However, so far in the history of the 
World Cup the best two teams have 
never clashed in the final. The only 
exception could be in the 1950 World 
Cup, where the last league match was 
between Brazil and Uruguay. So 
many upsets are possible. Groups B,E 
and F are impossible to predict. 

The draw does seem to give 
Argentina a favourable run till the 
semi finals. 'Fixing' matches to get a 
seemingly easier passage in the knock 


Gainway with Iht C*i|i Ikay won low 
yean ago hi Italy. Caa they rapeal their 
■wrianiiaiica ? 

out phase, as West Germany did in 
1986 is also possible. For instance in 
their last group F league match on 
June 29, Holland or Morocco may 
prefer to come second in their group 
to avoid Brazil in the quarter finals. So 
there could be many a slip between 
cup and lip. However, it promises to be 
a very open World Cup, with many 
teams Columbia, Norway, 
Switzerland, Cameroon and Nigeria 
and Mexico threatening to perform 
giant killing acts and emerge as the 
shock tnxipers like Camertxm in Italia 
'90. Stay tunedi ■ 

NOVYKAPADIA 
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W O R L D O F TEN N I S 


MARTir 
WHO? 

Named after the former World No, 1, Martina 
Hingis at 13f is now looked upon as tennis' 

youngest wonder lady 


BY RICHARD EVANS 


I T was not much the double-fisted 
backhand as the demeanour. 

Cool, calm and utterly 
composed, Martina Hingis, at the 
age of 13 years and 2 months, was 
facing a world class player for the first 
time in her life and looking world class 
herself; looking, in fact, for those of us 
with long enough memories like a 
replica of Chris Evert at 16. 

The same compact, feminine build; 
the same unerring accuracy and 
penetration off the ground; the same 
confident little strut of a walk—this 
was a young lady who knew exactly 
where she was and what she was 
doing. That, in itself, was remarkable 
enough because 24 hours earlier 
playing Mary-Joe Fernandez, the 
world No 6, in the Sodexho Trcphec 
de la Femme' at the Pierre Barthes 
Club in Cap d'Agde was not on her list 
of things to do that particular week¬ 
end. 

But when the call came, asking if 
she could stand in for the Indisposed 
Nathalie Tauziat, Martina's mother, 
Melanie, readily agreed. So, there she 
was, suddenly a world away from her 
school books in the little town of 
Trubbach in the somewhat remote 
Swiss canton of St Gallen, making 
Mary-Joe scramble to securea 6-4, 3-6, 
6-4 victory and rubbing shoulders 
with some of the millionaire 
performers of her sport like Arantxa 


Sanchez-Vicario and Martina 
Navratilova. 

To be playing in the same 
tournament as the legendary 
Navratilova was extraordinary 
enougli in itself because little Miss 
Hingis was named after Martina by 
her mother who had been a player, 
nationally ranked around No 20, in 

HHi|i* wfilb the Franch Open JuMiiif Trophy. 
The highpomt in her career *0 tor 
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JIa Mcmli iMriUt ImM bMkkHrf is 
HSfliM^S MSSt SAkIIsS WSSpSR 

Czechoslovakia when the future 
American citizen was starting to 
collect Grand Slam titles by the bucket 
load. 

Martina Senior was not about to be 
seduced by the compliment, however. 
Her inunediate reaction to Martina 
Junior's appearance in an event, now 
in its seventh year, which is 
recognised as one of the leading 
exhibition tournaments on the 
women's tour, was one of caution if 
not outright di^proval. Whereas 
Fernandez was talking in terms of 
Hingis being in the top ten as soon as 
she was allowed to play enough 
tournaments, Navratilova almost 
shuddered at the thought. 

'Thirteen? That scares me,' she 
said. "I hate the idea of kids that age 
doing nothing but hit tennis balls. If 
she is good at 13, she will be good at 
18. Our record with teenage prodigies 
is not good—look at Tracy Austin, 
Andrea Jaeger and now Jennifer 
Capriati who has lost her appetite for 
the game." 

All parents with a potential 
champion on their hands should heed 
Martin's words for they are true. But 
Melanie Zogg, who is now married to 
a Swiss computer salesman after 
divorcing her daughter's Czech father, 
insists that little Martina is not being 
force-fed tennis and was at pains to tell 
the former world No. 1 just that 
during the official dinner held in the 
sepulchral setting of the magnificent 
L'Abbaye Valmagne on the road to 
Montpellier. 

"They had a long, serious chat and 1 
think Martina understands now", 
says Damir Keretic, a former German 
touring pro who handles the 
teenager's affairs out of the IMG 
Hamburg office. "I feel a great 
responsibility for Martina's proper 
development just as her mother does. 
We are trying to find ways to make 
sure that she leads as normal a life as 
possible, especially as far as attending 
school is concerned because she is an 
above average student in virtually all 
subjects." 

It will certainly be easier for Hingis 
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to maintain some proper perspective if 
she continues to live in the apartment 
above the fire station in Trubbach 
where the pace of life has not changed 
much over the centuries. There, in the 
valley of the Rhine, she can swim and 
go horseback riding, and ski in winter 
and, as the cynics were already joking 
at Cap d'Agde, walk her money across 
the border into Lichenstein, which is 
atout one kilometre away. 

ff her mother's protestations are 
Correa—and Keretic assures me they 
are—then the faa that Hingis only 
praaises tennis about six hours a 
week makes her a prodigy of even 
more extraordinary proportions. 
Navratilova found that difficult to 
believe—hardly surprising after the 
way in which Hingis hurt Fernandez 
with the penetrating accuracy of that 


If her mother's 
protestations are 
correct, then the fact 
that Hingis only 
practises tennis about 
six hours a week makes 
her a prodigy of even 
more extraordinary 
proportions 



two handed backhand and the coolly 
insolent manner which brought the 
French Open finalist racing into the 
net to reach a well placed drop shot 
and then sent her scurrying back m 
vain pursuit fora finely judged lob. 
These were precocious skills, 
performed with rare aplomb. 

Yet if Mary-Joe was more than 
relieved to avoid being beaten by a 
thirteen year old, neither Martina nor 
her mother were content. Both felt 
the match could have been won 
although the youngster was too 
chivalrous to reveal such thoughts 
after the match. Speaking in German, 
her only language for the moment, 
she said, "It was experience that won 
Mary-Joe the match. In the third set, 
when it mattered, she looked like a 
top ten player and I looked like a little 
girl again." 



Ifi 
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HaitiM's BMliMr. nMani* (right) want! Iwr 
danglMn’tD laad a nonial taaaa^ar's Ufa 
aarflm aot baaa larad by the dollan 

If her perspective remains as sound 
and secure as that, there seems little 
chance of this little Swiss Miss getting 
carried away with the doliar-strewn 
future that lies before her. Most 
importantly neither her mother, nor 
Kerctic, are screaming for any 
relaxation in the rules laid down by 
the Women's Tennis Association that 
restricts any girl under-14 from 
playing in more than three 
tournaments a year that count for 
WTA ranking points. 

Martina has already played in one, a 
$ 10,000 event at Langenthal in 
Switzerland which she won, beating 
the Swiss No. 2 Emmanuelj 2ardo in 
the process. 

"Her next will be in Coburg, 
Germany next February and another, 
probably in the Czech Republic, sotm 
after that," explains Kereiic. "That 
will leave her free to enter the 
important junior events at Roland 
Garros and Wimbledon where the 
competition will still be a challenge for 
her. She is not going to play the 
Orange Bowl in Miami because 
frankly, she has nothing left to prove 
in her age bracket at that levei." 

Keretic insists that serious 
opposition which stretches her 
abilities are the prime motivation 
right now, far ahead of ranking points 
and money which will follow 
naturally as her tennis improves. But 
the big question will arrive next 
September when the US Open will 
begin Just a matter of days before her 
14th birthday. Will the WTA and the 
USTA fudge the rules, as happened 
when Capriati was allowed to play in a 
tour event at Boca Raton, Florida a 
couple of months before she turned 
14? Or is the fart that Jennifer is now 
living alone, temporarily one hopes, 
with her money and her memories, 
disillusioned at 17, a strong enough 
reminder that teenage dreams are best 
preserved by patience and sound 
judgement? In the case of Martina 
Hingis there is reason to hope that it 
will be, surrounded as she is by caring 
advisors and perhaps the best buttress 
of them all, those sturdy Swiss Alps. ■ 
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Q READERS' 

uiz 


QUESTIONS 


7 . In wbidh game would 
you come across the 
term 'Blackwood'? 

8 . What docs 'acrobat' 
literally mean? 

9 . What do the 
Spaniards call bull 
fighting? 




1 . The Olympics held in 
67 A.D. were declared 
cancelled the next year. 
Why? 

2 . Which Indian game 
inspired the evolution 
of badminton? 

3 . In which sport would 
a referee declare a 
'battu'? 


. How did polo get its 
rname? 


5 , When the penally 
kick was introduced 
towards the end of 1880, 
many footballers objeaed 
to it. Why? 


wnsHkig 




CAHTOONS BY ABTMUH CABD070 


In the 12th 
• century what did 
the French use as a racket 
for playing tennis? 





1, Emperor Nero managed to win in the 67 A.D. 
Games by bribing the judges. The Games 
were declared invalid after his suidde. 

2. 'Poona'. The British army officers liked 
the game so much that they combined it with 
their game of battledore to create badminton. 

J. Wrestling. When one wrestler is beaten by 
evident superiority. 

4. It is a word of Tibetan dialect in Kashmir 
meaning ball. The original word is Tibetan, 
'Pulu'. 

5. That it was against the ethics of the game, as 
no defender would cheat or foul 
deUberately. 

6. Boxing. John Sholto Douglas, the 8th 
Marquis of Queensberry, promulgated the 
rules. 

7. In bridge. It is the convention of bidding 
four and five no-trumps, to find number of 
aces and kings held by partner. E.F. 

Blackwood, an American bridge-player, is its 
introducer. 

8 . 'Walking on tiptoe', which was the original 
meaning of the parent word,' Akrobatos’ in 
Greek. 

9. Corrida De Toros. 

10. Palm of hand. Racket has come from 
Arabic 'Rahah' which means palm. 


i ii!'' i M.!/ i! \^ i^i i \ I ( I Wl'li i !>!;': 


UJ JAL KUMAR MUKHERJEE. 
CHOWDHURY PARA ROAD, 
SETHPUKUR, BARASAT, 
NORTH 24 PARGAN AS, 

PIN: 743201 


AH answers are sent in by the contributor. Readers 
are requested to send a colour photograph and at 
least thirty questions. Hie piaure wul be published 
along with tne quiz, if selected. 
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jiv 'names of tootEallint; 

;■ all-timc gicats roll olf ihc 

% longue. Pele. Beckenbauer 

and Cruyff trom ifie I'^TOs 
Maradona, Plaiini and Culln from ihe 
1 nsOs. Bui as ihe year of ilie preseni 
decade unfolds we soil wait to see whf) 
will become the first global supeistar 
of the I WOs. 

At the moment there a(ipears to be 
just one outstanding 
candidate—Roberto Baggio Barring 
accident ot injury, the 26 year-old 
halian has the talent, the incentive 
and the strength ol char.Kiei to 
dominate the World Cuj) linals of 
l‘>94,jiist as ihe alorementloned have 
set the standard in nia)or tournaments 
of the iccent past. 

Beckenbauer himself recently said. 
“1 think ol the World Cup in Ameiica 
and 1 think of one name^ -Baggio,” 
Italy's coach, Arrigo Sacchi, is happy 
to echo the sentiment; "Roberto has 
the opjtoriimiiy to enter football's hall 
ol fame in the United States 1 hrmly 
believe he will take it." 

So, a hapjty new year m prospect foi 
the .luvenius star for he was named 
the 3Rth winner of the highly 
jtrestigious European Footballer ol 
the Year award. 

Last monlli m Las Vegas, Baggio 
was (iroclaimed as the runaway 
winnei m Fifa's new World Footballer 
ol the Year jicill, having secured 
almost twice as many votes as the 
lunner-up, Roniario That was surely 
a pointer to the European vote, in 
which the Baicelona striker, as a 
Btazilian was ineligible The only 
other viable contenders for the 
Golden Ball trophy weie Dennis 
Bergkamp, Alen Boksic, Franco 
Baresi, Andreas Moller and, perhaps, 
the Manchester United duo of Eric 
t anlona and Ryan Giggs However, 
Baggio was the overwhelming 
favourite. 

It was award that Baggio—a 
devout Buddhist living in a land ot 
pious Catholics—dedicated to his 
f>tini Daisakii Ikeda, saying "1 dedicate 
It to my masiei, the President of the 
.Soka Gakkai, the Buddhist scfiool 
which 1 follow." 

The showering ol such glittering 
jirizes on the Juventus man is fully 
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A Dutch Treat! 

Holland's ace-striker, Dennis Bergkamp could be one of the stars of the World Cup this summer' 


H olland has had the 
distinaiun of producing 
world class players through each 
decade. In the 1970s. there was 
Johan Caiyff and midfielder Johan 
Neeskens. In the last decade, there 
was the magnificent trio of Ruud 
Gullit, Frank Rijkaard and Marco 
Van Basten. In the swaying Sixties 
there was the talented ballplayer 
Coen Moulijin. 

In the 1994 World Cup, the 
player to watch out for could be 
striker Dennis Bergkamp, the new 
superstar of Dutch football. 
Bergkamp is the successor to 
Cruyff and Gullit in more ways 
than one. He has the same sudden 
acceleration, title turn of foot, 
breathtaking trapping skills and a 
languid, deceptive grace. 

Bergkamp is essentially a striker 
but can moonlight as a schemer, a 
complete footballer adept in both 
the air and on the ground. 

Like Cruyff and Van Basten he 
was brought up through the youth 
teams of Ajax Amsterdam and was 
a teenage golden boy. This season, 
he joined Interna/ionale Milan for 
a whopping £ 8 million. Cruyff had 
joined Barcelona in 1973 for 
£992,000, which was then a record 
transfer fee. The massive increase 
in transfer fees in just two decades 
reveals transfer market inflation. 
Of course it also aptly illustrates 
Bergkamp's rating. 



deserved Baggio had a tiuly 
outstanding year He capiairurd 
luveiiius to Uela Cup victory, became 
the “iOlh player to reath a tentury of 
goals in Sr'rie A (achieved in pist 196 
maiches) and was almost 
smgle-liaiidedly responsible for 
sieering Italy ihiough a troublesome 
(tiuliluatioti tourttainenl to the 
Wot Id Cup linals. 

Yet, in many lesjiet is, the 
let ogmtion was long overdue 
Baggio's boundless talent has been on 


full view toan ititernational audience 
for the past five years, and in that 
time, no other jtlayer in the world has 
so successfully embodied the essence 
of the beautiful game. As the French 
striker Jean-Pierre Papin said of him: 
"He IS one of that rare breed of 
footballers who can do everything, 
absolutely everything, with the ball at 
his feet." The former Brazilian World 
Cup star Zico, whom Baggio cites as 
his idol and prototype, goes even 
further, ranking the Italian as 


"technically flawless". 

So why, until now, has Baggio 
always been considered in Italy as no 
more than u great player in the 
making, a man merely ol endless 
potential and eternal promise? 
Inconsistency was one frequent 
criticism levelled at him but first and 
foremost was his lack ol 
trophy-winning success. The Uefa 
Cup triumph with Juventus in May 
against Borussia Dortmund was his 
first major honour of any kind. "A 
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A modest, shy and self-effacing 
young man, Bergkamp admits that 
he owes his else to stardom to 
mentor Johan Cryuff. In March 
1987, it was Cryuff who noticed 
Bergkamp's obvious ulent. He 
plucked him from youth team 
obscurity and named him in the 
squad to travel to Sweden to play 
Malmo in the Cup Winners' Cup. 
Bergkamp was then still in school. 
He travelled to Sweden a day later, 
after sitting for a vital school exam. 

From then on, it was a golden 
run, when he started as a second 
half substitute against Malmo in 
the European Cup Winners Cup, 
playing as a left sided striker. His 
Dutch league debut was against 
Roda on December 14, 1986 when 
he was only 17 years and six 
months old. In his first season with 
Ajax, the tecnaged Bergkamp had 
14 appearances and scored twice. 
In the next season, he scored five 
goals in 25 appearances. 

When Cruyff, went to 
Barcelona, Bergkamp fell 
temporarily out of favour. New 
coach Kurt Linder felt Bergkamp 
was not yet mature for the pace 
and strength of league football. The 
teenaged prodigy was then 
relegated to the reserves. Ajax's 
rivals Feyenoord made an offer for 
Bergkamp and Ajax nearly sold 
him but the fan's fury made them 
reverse their decision. 


Next year. Van Basten went to 
A.C. Milan and Bergkamp took 
over. Between October 1988 and 
January 1989, he scored in a record 
10 consecutive league matches. In 
1991, Bergkamp was joint top 
Dutch league marksman with PSV 
Eindhoven's Brazilian striker 
Romario. Both scored 25 goals 
each. In 1992, he scored 25 goals 
again and was the leading scorer. 

He also starred in Ajax's triumph in 
the European Cup Winners Cup. 

Blonde, well - built and of 
medium height, Bergkamp's a 
services were sought by three 
Italian clubs. Prices went soaring. 
Inter finally obtained his services 
after a three way auction with 
Juventus and A.C. Milan. He took 
time to adjust to Italian football. 

But he settled after a hat-trick 
against Rapid Bucharest of 
Romania in the first round of the 
UEFA Cup. He also excelled for 
Holland in their decisive 2-0 win 
over England in a World Cup 
qualifier. Bergkamp will be the 
man to fear in the 1994 World Cup. 
Like Roberto Baggio in Italia '90 he 
comes to the World Cup with a 
huge reputation. Time will tell if he 
can do justice to his obvious 
talents. The Dutch who have never 
won the World Cup in spite of their 
numerous stars, will be hoping that 
Bergkamp clicks in the USA this 
summer. 

Novy Kapadia 



huge weight off my shoulders," the 
player said. 

Ironically enough, the nearest 
Baggio had ])reviously come to 
winning a trophy was also in the Uefa 
Cup three years earlier, when 
Juventus were his opponents. At the 
time he wasa Fiorentina player and ht 
ended up on the losing side after a 3-1 
aggregate defeat. Two weeks later, 
however, he was being paraded in the 
famous black and white stripes of the 
Turin club as the world's most 


expensive player. The transfer was 
not entirely out of i he blue but it 
caused public out rage and mass 
demonstrations in Florence, where 
Baggio was ret'ered as smnething of a 
demigod—t ertainly as a figure of 
substantially greater value than the 
record £ 8m Juventus paid Fiorentina 
for his services. 

No sooner had the transfer been 
completed than Baggio had to focus 
his mind on the challenge of helping 
the host nation Italy to victory in the 


1990 World Cup. He was not, initially, 
a first choice in Azeglio Vicini's team, 
but after his magnificent solo goal in 
the final first round match against 
Czechoslovakia —later voted the Goal 
of the Tournament—it seemed that 
the Italian coach would 
at last cast aside his previous doubts 
about the player and give him his full 
backing for the most testing 
encounters to come. 

But, for the semi-final against 
Argentina, Baggio was dropped, and 
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1993 VOTING: WORLD PLAYER OF THE YEAR 


1 Roberto Bag^o (JuventusS-Italy) . 13.5 

2 Dennis Bei^kamp (lntemazionale6r Holland) . 11 

3 Ruud Gullit (Sampdoria & Holland) . 9 

4 Romario (Barcelona 6- Brazil) . 7.5 

5 Faustino Asprilla (Parma & Colombia) . 7 

6 Ryan Giggs (Manchester United 6- Wales) ' 6.5 

7 Eric Cantona (Manchester United & France) 6 

8 Frank Rijkaard (Ajax & Holland) .5.5 

9 Michael Laudrup (Barcelona & Denmark) . 5.25 

10 Rai (Paris SG& Brazil) . 5 

11 Giuseppe Signori (Lazio & Italy) . 4 

12 Jean-Pierre Papin (Milan & France) . 3.5 

13 Bebeto (La Coruna & Brazil) . 3 

14 Brian Laudrup (Milan & Denmark) . 2.5 

15 Jurgen Klinsmann (Monaco & Germany) . 2.5 

16 Tomas Brolin (Parm^ & Sweden) . 2 

17 Paolo Maldini (Milan & Italy) . 1.5 

18 CarlosValderrama (At.Juniors-Colombia) . 1.5 

19 Martin Oahlin (Borussia Mg & Sweden) . 1 

20 JariLitmanen (Ajax & Finland) . 1 


ROLLOFHONOUR 


1982 

Paolo ROSSI (Juventus & Italy) . 23 

1983 

ZICO (Udinese & Brazil) . 28 

1984 

Michel PLATINI (Juventus & France) . 54 

1985 

Michel PLATINI (Juventus & France) . 20.6 

1986 

Diego MARADONA (Napoli & Argentina) . 35.8 

1987 

Ruud GULLIT (Milan fr Holland) . 38.5 

1988 

Marco VAN BASTEN (Milan fr Holland) . 43 

1989 

Ruud GULLIT (Milan fr Holland) . . 24 

1990 

Lothar MATTHAEUS (Internazionalc & Germany) . 21.9 

1991 

Jean-Pierre PAPIN (Marsielle & France) . 25 

1992 

Marco VAN BASTEN (Milan 6-Holland) . 18.32 


as Italy went out of the competition, 
eliminated on penalties, an entire 
nation was left wondering what might 
have happened had he been on the 
pitch to torment the South Americans 
from the start rather than as a late 
substitute. As if to prove the point, 
Baggio was irrestible in Italy's final 
match of the tournament, the 
third-place play-off against England, 
when he scored a goal and provided 


touches of genius throughout. 

Now, three and a half years on, 
Baggio no longer has any worries 
about getting into the World Cup 
team. Since the ex-Milan boss Sacchi 
replaced Vicini in October 1991, 
Baggio's international career has 
blossomed. With an impressive record 
of 19 goals in 32 games, he is now 
unquestionably the Azzurri's most 
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pnzed asset as they head for Amenca 
seeking that record fourth World Cup 
viaory 

Baggio has not always seen 
eye-to-cye with his club coach. 
Giovanni Trapattoni, but he has only 
praise for Sacchi “I owe him so much 
He has always shown complete faith 
in my abilities, even when I have not 
been in the best of form What's more, 
I share his philosophy of how the 
game should be played We both see 
football as a form of spectacle," 

Under Sacchi, the long-standing 
question as to whether Baggio is best 
employed as a midfielder or striker 
remains unanswered He is invanabiy 
given a free role to go where he pleases 
and attack the opposition where it 
hurts In some matches he is 
accompamtdby twoout and out 
forwards m others by only one But, 
whatever the tactical disposition of 
the tc am Baggio remains its most 
poteni attacking weapon 
The Republic of Irt land will be the 
first team to conic face to fact with 
Baggio in the World ( up when thev 
take on the Italians in New York on 
Iiint 18 Reluctant though Jack 
Lhailit nought be lo alter his tried 
and trusted game plan lor this opening 
fixture he would be well advised to 
single out the oiiposition sNo 10 lot 
speiial atienuon and heed these 
words ol warning about the Baggio 
threat that ieienil> appeared man 
Italni'sports inaga/itu Give him 
space 111 midfield and he will exploit it 
with a killt I pass Allow hitn to run 
into the area and he will dance his way 
to the goal line ( oneeele a het kick 
VMihin sti iking distance and prepare 
to re turn to iIk eeiuicspoi 
li iggiei hmiselt eillcrs an 
unde rstateel de e laratiem of intent 
^ whe n he say* ol this summe r s finals 
I won t be going lo Aine riea as a 
^ tourist There IS a distmet possihiltty 
however that lie inigfit be returning 
home with a valuable souvenii or two 
lo add to his re ee nt e ollection 




Alike Jldrninond !•> llir (.dnoroltht 
Luiopt iin r(HilhdII Veai Book tht 
/ 993 / 994 (dilion ol which has just 
bet n piiblisht d 
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CioekwiMframltft: 

Tha Duchess of Kent 
consoles e weeping Jens 
Novotne efter the Czech girl 
threw awey the‘93 
Wimbledon finel to Steffi Graf 

The New Zealand All Black 
rugby team had their war cry 
(hakka) going all right, but 
their domination of world 
rugby met with a few 
challenges during 1993 

An Iranian supporter displays 
the intensity of the Iran-lraq 
football battle in the Asian 
zone World Cup qualifying 
tournament 













FEATURE 


BRtTBASHING 


h wasn't a great year for 
British sport but Tommy 
Hindley did have a selection 
of remarkable photographs. 
(Left) Frank Bruno, the eternal 
loser of the boxing world, 
who lost to Lennox Lewis 

(Right-top) Ian Wright, 
England's top striker of the 
year. They say that behind the 
net of every good goalkeeper, 
there is a ball from Ian 
Wright. Unfortunately that 
wasn't good enough to get 
England a place in the ‘94 
World Cup 

(Bottom right). Paul 
Gascoigne struggled with 
Lazio and England and gives 
vent to his feelings the way 
only he can 





WINNING 

MOMENTS 


Winning the year-end Grand 
Slam Cup goes to Petr Korda's 
head. And why not! He 
bagged 1.625 million dollars 
(or this one tournament, more 
than he had earned during the 
remainder of the year 

Steffi Graf is both overjoyed 
and relieved after winning 
Wimbledon. With Monica 
Seles out of contention, she 
went on to dominate the rest 
of the year 





























It was Sampras (right) who 
moved into top gear during 
the US Open to win his 
second US title and his 
second grand slam title in '93. 
In a year of unpredictability, 
Sampras was perhaps the 
only thing predictable in 
men's tennis 
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FEATURE 


The sixth SAF 
Games at Dhaka 
as usual saw big 
brother India 
winning a 
surfeit of gold 
medals. But 
embarrassingly 
India had to 
sacrifice the 
football gold to 
Nepal and 
kabaddi to 
Pakistan, and 
only one boxer 
managed gold 



Clockwise from top: The 
Dhaka Mayor Mina Abbas 
hands over the torch to lOA 
chief Adityan while the 
president of the Olympic 
Council of Asia Mr Ahmad- 
AI-Fahad-AI Sahah looks 
on; Colourful graffitli 
displayed on the streete of 
Dhaka depicting the past 
football glory of the city's 
premier teams; The mascot 
of the SAF Games; The best 
athlete of the Games 
Bahadur Prasad of India 
and the colourful opening 
ceremony 
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Top loH: Discus 
wiimor Sbakti Siirah boing 
congratulatod by Bahadur 
aftar tho svem; India's aco 
swinuner Sebastian Xavior 
made a big splash in 
Dhaka. Here he raises bis 
hands in jubil iation after 
winning the SOm freestyle. 
All the Indian wrsstlars 
(middle) won gold. From 
1^ Remesh Kumar (48 kg) 
Anil Kumar (S2 kg), Asboke 
Kumar (57 kgk Obaramvir 


Singh (62 kg). Teivir Singh 
(74 kg) and Jagbir Singn 
(100 kgk Shiny Wilsen 
(bottom left) takes a look at 
Saramma's 000m gold 
modal after losing to the 
lanar. The fastost sraman in 
Sooth Asia Sri Lanka's 
Damayanihi Darsha 
(bottom right); The 4x100m 
golden team (faciiq page) 
India's Augustina. 
Saramma. Ra^Ha Panda 
and Shyla 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
BY ZAFAR ALI KHAN 
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Former 
champions 
Ivan Lendl, 
Mats Wilander 
and Tracy 
Austin are 
some of the 
players who 
are once again 
trying their 
luck at this 
year's 
Australian 
Open 






PREVIEW 
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H ow swiftly things change. Ivan 

Lendl, was once, the greatest force 
to reckon with, at the Australian 
Open. He played the event in a 
sartorial style that became his trademark on 
Australian soil, with a white cap in the style of 
the French Foreign Legion headgear, boasting 
a generous peak and a rear flap that shaded 
the entire neck area from the harsh Australian 
summer sun. 

Lendl won two Australian Open crowns 
and was runner-up on two other occasions. 
Then, last year, he was pitchforked out in the 
opening round, a reversal of fortune that 
almost set the trend for the entire season, with 
11 opening-round losses. Now this tennis 
machine, who stayed in the world's top 10 for 
an epic 61S weeks (if you're not keen on 
figures, that's more than 10 years), comes to 
Melbourne as an also-ran. 

You wouldn't think so, though, if you 
studied his balance sheet lor the 1993 season 
just gone by. He earned a million 
dollars (US figures), to take his 
career tournament total to 
$ 20 million, not counting endorse¬ 
ments and other earnings. But his 
ranking dropped from eighth in 
the world to nineteen. For the first 
time, since 1979, he has fallen 
outside the lop-'en demaication. 

The man who was the world's 
number one player for 270 weeks 
(that's about five years to you and 
me), won only two lilies m 1 99 3, 
in Munich and Tokyo. Yet, in the 
course of the year/he still beat Pete 
Sampras, ll.ins Becker and Petr 
Korda, all ol whom were ranked 
above him on the ATP computer. 

Look at his grand slam results (or 
1993, though, and you'd think you 
were contusing his form with 
that of someone ranked in the 
nether regions of rlie circuit. Beside 
his first-round loss in the Australian 
Open, he was beaten in the opening 
round of the French Open, the 
second round at Wimbledon and 
defaulted throu.gh injury in the 
first round of the US Open. 

Lendl has had two bouts of 
arthroscopic surgery on a 
troublesome knee in an effort to 

Ivan Landl: at aga ctaapa up on him, the 
spark goat out ol hia gamo 


regain the mobility that was the basis of his 
form. Now, he says, 1994 could be his last full 
year on the circuit, if he does not regain the 
sort of matchplay and fitness that brought him 
eight grand slam titles but never the success 
he hoped for at Wimbledon, where he was 
runner-up on two occasions, losing to Boris 
Becker and Pat Cash, But, he says, we should 
not be counting him out yet. "I'm not ready to 
become a corn farmer," he .says. 

Ironically enough, the man who dethroned 
Lendl from the top of the world rankings by 
beating him in the final of the 1988 US Open, 
Mats Wilander, is also going to be back at 
Flinders Park. The Swede, a former Australian 
Open title-holder, has been in virtual 
semi-retirement although he played the 1993 
US Open and made the third round. 

He has been given a wild card for the 
Australian Open, and will make an 

Mats Wilander in action during his comeback at l!ia 
1993 US Open 
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appearance along willi former dual US Open 
champion, Tracy Austin. Austin was the 
lop-ranked woman player in the world in 
1980, a year after she became, at the age of 16, 
the youngest winner of the US .Open. She 
tried making a comeback in 1989, but was 
forced off the circuit after a car acctdent. Now 
31, she had originally applied for a wild ca rd 
for the Australian Open, but her’ranking has 
improved sufficiently to get into the main 
draw. Austin played only once before in 
Melbourne, in 1981, when the event was still 
held on grass at Kooyong, when she reached 
the quarter-finals. 

The 1992 Wimbledon winner, Andre 
Agassi, will not be in Melbourne, in a 
slop-start senes of moves that first saw him 
confirm his entry and then pulling out in 
mid-December. Wrist surgery to control a 
tendinitis problem means that the Las 
Vegas-based star will be sidelined at least till 
February. It is the seventh time that Agassi has 
opted to miss the first grand slam event of the 
calendar year. Another prominent player to 
skip the Open is Dutchman Richard Krajicek, 
whose most famous utterance here a couple 
of years ago was to liken women tennis 
players to fat pigs, a pronouncement that 
caused much controversy. 

Krajicek, a forfeiting semi-fmalist here last 
year, joins Boris Becker and Micliael Chang 
on the list of absentees. 

Two former Australian Ojien champions. 
Stefan fidbergand Pat Cash have been slightly 
hampered in their buildup to the Australian 
Open, both by back injuries sustained in the 
first week of the new year. Playing in Doha, 
Qatar, Edberg, suffered a recurrence of a hack 
injury sustained at last year's Australian Open 
as he beat South Africa's Gary Muller in the 
first round of the Qatar Open. In the Swede's 
oiHinon, it was the Rebound Ace surface that 
caused the problem "But the injury is not 
that serious," he said "Although 1 was feeling 
it a little in the second set. I'll just take it a day 
at a time and see how it goes, " he said. And 
half a world away, in Adelaide, where Pat 
('.ash played his first ATP tour match in 15 
months in the Australian men's hardcoiirt, he 
suffered a back strain during a three-set first 
round loss to Russian teenager Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov "1 can't believe it, my knee's 
feeling fantastic but the back's no good," he 
said Also making a comeback m the same 
luiirnaincnt was South Australian Darren 
Cahill, a US Open semi-finalisi in 1988 Cahill 
has not played competitive singles m almost 
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■■Courier has 
proved 

vuinerabie in 
the past twelve 
months and the 
number one 
spot has not 
been held for a 
convincing 
period by any 
one player, hut 
the American 
has played 
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three years because of a knee injury and 
though he lost in three sets to South Airican 
Grant Stafford, tZahill was pleased with the 


through the 
tough 
Australian 
conditions 
better than 


anyone 

else 



way he moved on court and the way the knee 
responded to the strain of matchplay 
Apart from Mats Wilander, who is using the 
same tournament to sharpen his skills, there is 
a name in the draw that should have been a 
force to reckon with in world tennis three 
years ago. Austria's Thomas Muster, a 
semi-finalist at the Australian Open in 1989, 
had just broken into the world's top ten and 
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looked as though he would threaten the 
established stars when he was the victim ol an 
astounding traffic accident later in the year. 
Muster was putting his tennis equipment into 
the boot of a car when he was struck by 
another vehicle. Rehabilitation has been 
slow, but the aggressive Austrian is back on 
the courts and climbing the rankings again. 

Who then arc the players to watch at 
Flinders Park? 

One is tempted to point immediately to the 
two players who fought out last year's final. 


Tlwaiiciotadroolat 
Fliiiiien Parfi incranw th* 
haat and then is debate 
about whether the reef 
should be used et all 



Jim Courier after winning bis second successive 
Australian Open last year. Can he do a hat-trick this time ? 


Stefan Edberg and Jim Courier. But Pete 
Sampras is an even greater threat than ever 
before and French Open winner Sergi 
Bruguera could find the Rebound Ace surface 
helpful to his style of play. Courier has proved 
vulnerable in the past twelve months and the 
number one spot has not been held for a 
convincing period of time by any one player, 
but the American has played through the 
tough Australian conditions better than 
anyone else for the past two years. 

Which brings us to one final point. Tnere 
has been much debate in this country and the 
rest of the tennis-playing world about 
whether the rctraaable rool at Flinders Park 
should be used to cover the stadium court 
when the heat escalates. This suggestion was 
put to both Edberg and Courier before the 
1993 men's singles final. Neither man wanted 
the court to be enclosed, each shared the 
other's sentiments that the Australian Open 
was an outdoor tournament and that the 
cover should stay open, no matter how hot it 
gets. 

And, in closing. I'm not putting my money 
on anyone but you can be sure of one thing; if 
Courier makes it a hat-trick of Australian 
Open titles, he'll run out through the tunnel, 
cross the traffic, and dive straight into the 
Yarra to cool off. Not for nothing did 
runner-up Edberg say in the post-match 
speech last year, "Enjoy your swim in the 
river, Jim." ■ 


<3 






WORLD OF TEN N I S 


N umber of tennis courts 
that have been built in 
Beijing in the last two years; 
200 . 

R eason why world No. 

10 Cedric Pioline was 
dropped from the French 
national junior team at age 
16: Because they believed he 
didn't have enough talent. ' 

H OW one former 

instructor at the Nick 
Bollettieri Tennis Academy 
described outrageously 
rebellious Andre Agassi as a 
teenaged student there; 
"McEnroe in diapers." 

W HAT confirmed 

baseliners tried to do in 
the early Eighties because 
they believed volleying was 
detrimental to the sport's best 
expression: These players 
tried to persuade the 
governing body of lawn 
tennis to ban volleying. 

T he rule in tennis that Ivan 
Lendl would change if he 
could: Limit the serve to one, 
rather than two attempts. 


T he match that Steffi Graf 
believes was the worst of 
her career: Her 7-6, 6-3 loss to 
Monica Seles in the 1990 
French Open final after 
leading 6-2 in the tie-breaker. 

\ T UMBER of different 
blood tests that Dr. 

Robert Haas gave "bionic 
woman" Martina Navratilova 
monthly in the mid-1980s: 39. 

Y PUNISHMENT that an 
i English loyal edict 
prescribed in 1477 for 
commoners playing tennis: A 
fine of 20 pounds and three 
years in prison. 


R eason llie Nasiase was 
fined $1,000 for 
"physical abuse" at the 1982 
French Open: For untying the 
umpire's shoelaces as he 
walked past the chair. 


W HAT Nathalie Taur.iat 
of France has studied 
for a long time in an effort to 
improve her game: A 
videotape featuring Martina 
Navratilova. 
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A ge difference between 
Martina Navratilova, 36, 
and the next oldest woman at 
the 1993 U.S. Open: 8 years 
(Helena Sukova). 

W HAT Baron Gottfried 
von Crainm, the 1930s 
German star who disdained 
the Nazi government, once 
was quoted in a British 
newspaper as calling the 
Fuhrer, Adolf Hitler: "A 
housepainter." 

DDRESS of Official 
Andre Agassi Fan Club: 
Mr John Bromley, P.O. Box 
1992, Belton, NR Doncaster, 
South Yorkshire DN91 QF, 
England. 


'V TUMBER of times that 
IN Andre Agassi has played 
the Australian Open during 
his seven-year pro career; 0. 

H OW former world top 
tenner Cliff Richey once 
protested a line call; He 
pointed at the ball mark and 
then angrily pulled the entire 
line tape out of the clay. 

W HAT sports vision 

expert Harvey Ratner 
recommends to help tennis 
players improve their speed of 
ball recognition and 
reactions: "Go to the batting 
cages and hit some baseballs." 


P LAYER who ranked No. 1 
in "points won returning 
1 St serves" and "break points 
converted" percentages on 
the 1993 IBM/ATP Tour: 
Spain's Jordi Burillo, 
whoever he is. 

EMALE player with the 
second-fastest clocked 
serve at the 1993 Australian 
Open: Chanda Rubin, then 16 
years old (i02 m.p.h.). 

T he three female players 
that Martina Navratilova 
has most enjoyed watching: 
Billie Jean King, Maria Bueno 
and Evofine Goolagong. 

COMPILED BY PAUL FEIN 




« 




ANALYSIS 




INDONESIAf 
ABOVE ALL-* 


BYSANJAYSHARMA _ 

J J P“'||f^HE Indonesians have 
* " I worked hard to 

I achieve what they 
are today. They now 
reap the fruit of more than 10 years of 
hard training. Their players have 
matured and are now at their highest 
levels," says Yang Yang, the hirmer 
world champion from China and 
presently the chief coach of Malaysia. 
Rudy Hartonoonce told me that he 
found Yang Yang to be the most 
complete player the game has seen of 
late. So what Yang Yang says makes 
sense. To put it in short, 1991 saw 
good management and excellent 
training programmes which have 
conspicuously put Indonesia back in 
the top pedestal of global badminton. 

If one goes by sheer statistics, as 1 
will go into shortly, one will agree that 
what Yang Yang says is absolutely 
correct. 1, in fact, would even say that 
China envies the ruthless domination 
the Indonesians are enjoying for the 
last two years. This was all the more 
visible in 1993! In 1992, the 
Indonesians won the men's and ladies 
singles titles at the All-England 
Championship and the Olympic 
Games at Barcelona. But Rashid .Sidek 
of Malaysia and Tang Jiti Hong, the 
Chinese top lady player, slopped their 
winning streak at the World Cup and 
the Grand Prix finals towards the end 
of 1992. 

This year, however, the well-oiled 
badminton juggernaut of Indonesia 
brooked no opposition. They won 
all the grand slam titles. while 
their men doubles pairs captured the 
World Championships, World Cup 

Jokb Sunriyantoki actiaii« Oalhi. 1933. 
belofigMtobiin 


and the World Grand Prix 
crowns—the All-England being the 
only one they miiised out. This really 
seems to be the beginning of yet 
another golden era for the 
Indonesians, with all the other 
nations, including the once mighty 
Chinese left far behind. 

Says I.eo Wiranata, vice-president 
of the Indonesia Badminton 
Association fPBSI), "Ours has been a 
team effort. We were first shocked by 
the Chinese who dethroned us in 
1992 as world leaders and later on by 
the Malaysians who nibbed us of the 


1992 Thomas Cup. We learnt our 
lessons and did our homework 
thoroughly. Today our players are 
winning everything that comes their 
way. We will not make the same 
mistakes again which we made 
earlier. The Chinese have been 
making errors for the last four years. 
The PBSl has the most motivated 
bunch of coaches and players, and we 
also have the best system for training 
young players. Only a miracle will see 
us sliding down." As of now 
Wiranata's words certainly seem to 
ring true. 
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Having said all this let us scv the 
pcrsonaliiics of the year. Susi Susanti 
has once agaiti established that her 
touch of class is beyond compare. 

Many sportsitersons have a sense of 
destiny but only a handful really 
cruise past the threshold and become 
living legends m their own lile-times. 
Susi, 22, is one such supei star who has 
shown in ample measure that 
persistent brilliance and genius paves 
the way to reach the stratosphere 
where there are simply no [leeis to 
compare. II l‘>92 was a great yeai lor 
this tiny, but well-piopoitioned and 
strongly-biiill shuliler, who hails 
from Tasik Malaya village and is the 
game's hrst temale millionairess, looi 
was something even she will fiiul haul 
to belter. 

She won eight loinnaiueius which 
included ilie game's (hand Slam (the 
lirsi lemale to do so)—All-1 ngland. 
Woild Championships, VVoi Id i .up 
and the Grand Prix linals in Kii.ila 
l.iimpur Resides this, Susi also won 
the Malaysian, nuicli. Get man and 
the-Thailand Opc'n titles She lost only 
twice in 19‘n, in the finals cil the 
laiianesc t)[)en to Ye /.haov ing ol 
(.lima and m the linals ol ihc' Koiean 
Open lo Rang Soo Hyim ol Koiea Susi 
earned nearly US S12S,()00 in |iri/e 
money and, ol course, almost the 
same <iniount Irom bonuses given by 
the PRSl to Its playeis as im enlives to 
win big touinaments. 

Her remarkable accuiacy and 
fitness, retrieving abilities and lighting 
spirit, an incredible cool temperament 
and deception Irom eveiy aiea ol hei 
court, have put together a piw/le 
which her rivals and then coaches arc- 
still finding it too complicated to 
unravel. Stisi has been very ruthless 
with her rivals in 199'? and yet her 
appetite for victory has not 
diminished a wee bit She shrugs oil 
the two defeats most philosophically. 
“Nobody can be at their lop lorrn all 
the time. During the yeai there are 
tunes when my lorm slips or the other 
players play way above their own 
lorm," analyses the champion. But 
Susi is generally pleased with bet form 
and is conscious ol the fact that she 
still has the ability Hi be the ace player 


Susanti (left) and Ye Zbaoying: Winner and 
runner-up in the women’s singles 

ol the Nineties 

Shi' says objectively, “I think with 
the piescni set-up m ladic's singles, I 
should be coiuloriable lor a year or so 
hi'lori' some really good players 
cmeige That is inevitable. Rut I 
believe I am still impiovmgand there 
IS sco(H' to enhance my perlorinance. 
F-or example, my attacking stroke's 
have to be imjiioved I have thus far 
cvoikc'd on consistency and fitiies,. 

Rut now' 1 am expanding my range of 
stroke's and gaming in tactical 
maturity And most certainly, I want 
to he the-best playei around lorasimig 
as I can “ Susi, in fact, has the- 
capabilities ol becoming the best 
female shut tier c'ver. The only trophy 
missing liom bet showroom is the 
Asian Games gold mc'da! attcl the Uber 
< up team title. Roth these- meets are 
scheduled lot this ve > (199*1) and 
given her current status it is not hard 
to iiredict where these trophic's are 
going to go. 

i « TURKS who shared the spoils are 
V/ Bang Soo Hyun, Ye Zbaoying 
and Sweden's Lini Xiaoquing. Bang 
Soo Hyun won the Korean, Swedish 
and the Swiss Opens while Ye 
1 Zhaoying triumphed at the 


Indoni'sian, Danish, .lapaii and the 
Hong Kong Opens. The formei 
Ghinese player Lim Xiaoquing, who 
di'fected to Sweden in 198K, won the 
raiwaii, US, and the Belgium Oiiens. 
The hnd ol the yc-ai was the 
17-yc'ar-old Chinese Hatt lingna. who 
won the China Oiien at hc-r maiden 
intc'itiational attempt Surely, a 
Iilayer lor posterity 

In the ladic-sdoubles, the Koreans 
held away with some outstanding 
perlormances. The Olympic 
champion pair of Gil Young Ah and 
Chung So Yoiipg had a great 199Y 
winning the Japan, Korean, Swedish, 
All-England, World Cuj), US and the 
Hong Kong Open tournarnei'ts. But 
the supremacy of the Korean duo is 
seriously being threatened by a couple 
ol Euroiiean jiairs. Specially the 
Swc'dish pair of Xiaoquing and 
Christine- Magnussem, who have 
defeated the once invincible Koreans 
on two occasions. The Swedes came a 
close si'cond, winning the Taiwan, 
Malaysian, Canadian, Finland and the 
Belgium Opc>w. Another pair that did 
extiemely well lor themselves were 
Lili Tanipi and Fmarsih of Indoni-sia. 
Apart fiom the Grand Prix finals, 
this battling duo triumphed in the 
Indonesian, German, Dutch, and the 
Danish Opens. But not a single 


I Never Feel 
Sorry For My 
Opponents' 


A candid talk 
with Susi Susanti, 
the Steffi Graf 
of the badminton 
world 





SPORISWORLD: Are all your 
anil»ltioTU fulfilled by now or 
are you stlU eager to win many 
mcmlaumh? 

SUSl SUSANTI: Well, I am happy 
with what I've achieved so far but 
to say that all my ambitions are 
fulfilled is something 1 disagree ' ’ 
with you. 1 am only 22-years old 
and all 1 know isto play 
badminton. I want to win and win. 
I am a professional and I feel that 
the day one feels one's ambitions 
are fulfilled that is the end of your 
career as a pro. So I have many 
amlntions still left. 

Well, let me put ft this way. 
You have won everything 
there is to win. What more is 
left for you now in this game? 

Wrong. 1 have not yet won the 
Asian Games singles title. 1 want to 
win it badly. That should complete 
my shelf with all the individual 


titles. But if you ask me what 1 
want most dearly h is the Uber Cup 
for Indonesia. My country has 
never won it before. In 1992,1 won 
all my matches in the singles but 
we did not have a really strong and 
balanced side. But now we have a 
very strong doubles teain in either 
Finarish and Lili Tampi dr Eliza and 
Rosiana Zelin. Plus we have 
Yuliani Santoso and Minarti Timur 
who are world ranked in the 
singles. The other faetcH' in our 
favour will be thefiKt that the 
championships are being held in 
Jakarta. Apart from these two titles 
(smiles) I would like to win all my 
titles all over again. 

You hardly ever give your 
opponents any chance to whi. 
Do you ever feel sorry for them 
bemuse you move around 
the same faitemaidOnal |sou^ 
all over the woridP 


Sorry. Why should I ever feel sorry 
for my c^Tponents. I beat Bang Soo 
Hyun of South Korea in the 
Olympic finals, All-England and 
the World Championships in 
Birmingham. But the moment I 
played in Korea she beat me. The 
same can be said about China's Ye 
Zhaoying. These two are my main 
rivals today. We are pros. Playing 
our best to win is our sole aim. 
Bang and Siaoying are great 
friends of mhie. Off court we 
sometimes even go out shopping, I 
like them a lot. Both have my 
respect. But I don't feel sorry for 
them when I beat them. 

' Tt. what do you attribute your 

' taxtraordhury success? 

. Real hard work.! began playing 
early at the age of eight in our 
region i centres. Myparentshxve 
been sui^^rtlve throu^dUt. AM I 
have beqi constantly foidto do * 
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lot of hard woric as 1 was not tall. 
But the most important influence 
in my life has been my coach Liatn 
Chusla (a former Chinese national 
player and sister of ijun Tjun, the 
doubles specialist. Chusia migrated 
to Indonesia} .She took charge of 
me when 1 was l6andsawmewin 
the world Junior Championships 
twice. She plays with me often and 
is the best coach one can dream of. 1 
think these arc the reasons why I 
have been so successful. 

You are lite only player on the 
ladles circuit whom everyone 
wants to defeat. How do you 
handle all that pressure? 

Well, to tell you the truth 1 really 
enjoy the pressure. I think pressure 
tends to bring out the best in me. In 
any case, I have taught myself not 
to be afraid to lose. This was 
explained to me by our great player 
Rudy Hartono. He told me to be 
analytical about the defeats, to 
think about them and find out the 
reasons so that 1 could learn more 
about my weaknesses and also as 
much as possible about the 
opponents. This lesson has stayed 
with me up to now and I feel it is 
very important. So 1 have learnt to 
be patient. I try to go on court to 
play ray best and not think about 
winning. 1 can only do my best, and 
1 can only hope it is good enough. 1, 
in this fashion, try not to let the 
pressure get to me. 

But It is only human to get 
upset to feci hurt at a loss? 

In a way it is. 

But that depends how much the 
victory means to you. Secondly, if 
you think coolly there is always a 
next time. I also get upset at a bad 
loss at times. I know that I have 
trained hard for a particular stroke 
and I am not able to play it 
correctly. Then I can get upset 
about this after a match even if 1 
have won the match. 

I 

Within a fdw>year span you 
have everything that came 


yourway. What do you think of 
the standards of the current 
ladles as compared to IJ ling 
Wei and Han Alf^g of China 
who were stlO playing when 
you established yours^f in 
1988 losing to Li Ling in the 
All-England finals? 

It was tough then to establish 
yourself. Those daysthere were good 
players going right down to the top 
ten in the world. Li Ling was my 
favourite player and I wanted to 
emulate her and also beat her. I did 
so in the 1989 World Cup. 1 am 
really happy that 1 was able to 
establish myself when so many 
good players were around. Now 
there is Bang Stw Hyun and Ye 
Zhaoying and Lim Xiao of Sweden. 

In most tournaments, you will find 
that these players are reaching the 
semis. Only these two players give 
me a tough time and arc capable to 
beating me. Previously, there were 
many stars who defeated me. But 
at the moment there is no one on 
the circuit other than Li Ling or 
Han Aiping. So down the line the 
standards are not as high as it was 
before but at the top it is okay. 

What sort of player would you 
describe yourself as? 

1 am 3 defensive player. I rely a lot 
on control. I do not think of a 
particular taaic when I go on the 
court. I fight for the points as they 
come. And yes, 1 am a 
fit player doing all that is necessary 
to play my best. 

You are a multi-mllllonalress 
and that too, at such a young 
age. What will you do with all 
that money? 

Well, I will not ssy that 1 liave a 
solid amount of money. I have 
enough. I am comfortable in the 
knowledge-that 1 do not have to 
v/ork even for a single day when 1 
retire. 6ut money has limited 
values. I only hope that the future 
is as meanin^ul as the present. 

)mmvi«m«d by Sanjay S*nrrr» 


doubles player could even come close 
to that great Korean Chung Myiing 
Hce either in temperament oi 
hrilliaiice. 

Park Joo Bong's absence was keenly 
felt as far as the men's doubles was 
concerned This Korean su{)crstar, 
h,riled by many as the best doubles 
player ever, had retiied from 
competitive play after winning the 
Olyrnpiegold medal in August '92. 

The Korean federation persuaded him 
to come out of retirement inorder to 



China's Han Aiping: Susanti's main rival 


assist Ills country m their hid to retain 
the Sudirnian t'.iiji—the symbol of 
world supremacy in the mixed team 
chainpionshif's A bit sluggish after 
the nine-month lay-off. Park 
nonetheless played Ins career best 
maielies to give Korea the Sudirman 
CaipoM a piattei. His absence has left a 
void m the men's doubles event. 

The Danish pair of Thomas Lund 
and Jon Holst Christensen emerged as 
the most succcsslul. They won the 
All-Lngland, Canadian, US, German. 
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Gunawsn anil Bambang Supriyamo exhibit 
their class in the roan's grand prix doubles 
final 

Danish and the Scottish Opens. Close 
on their heels came the Indonesian 
pair of Rexy Mainaky and Ricky 
Subagja who pocketed the Swedish. 
Malaysian, Indonesian and China 
Open meets apart from being the 
champions at the Delhi Woild Cup. 
However, they lost the Cirand Prix 
finals. The World Championships 
went to the scratch combination ol 
Rudy Gunawan and Ricky Subagja, 
while Gunawan atui Bambang 
Supriyantoalso won for Indonesia the 
Grand Prix finals title. The Chinese 
pair of Chen Kang and Chen 
Hongyong and the Malaysian pair of 
Cdieah Soon Kit and Soo Beng Kiang 
won two titles each. 

A S far as tlie men's singles was 
concerned 1991 belonged to 
■loko Supriyanto. Labelled as a great 
player who strangely never won 
anything just three years back, 1991 
lor Supiiyanio wasa memorable year. 

A late bloomer really on the 
international scene, Supriyanto, who 
snatched the limelight by winning the 
1992 World c:iip, really shocked the 
global badmmion fraternity with the 
most polished and stunning 


performances right through 1991. 
Starting wiin the Korean Open in 
January, Supriyanto was runner-up 
in the All-England and the World Cup 
and won the World (Jiampionsliips m 
style (without losing a single game), 
the Thai and the China Open. He also 
triumphed at the SEA Gaines m 
Singapore. Really remarkable fora 
28-yeai-old, but then nothing is 
precisely what it seems within his 
game. He is the conjurer, the supreme 
control artiste today who really is 
master of the percentage game. 

"I used to be hasty and imjieiuoiis 
before thinking that speed and 
attacking strokes alone would win me 
matches. How wrong I was. There is 
nothing more irnpbrtani than 
thinking and being patient in the 
game. Now I am more patient and 
work out my tactics before I enter the 
court," says Supriyanto. 

The finds of the year were Marlcve 
Mainaky of Indonesia who won the 
US Open, and Peter Esperson who 
triumphed in Australia. These two 
shuttlers coached by Rudy Hartono 
and Morten Frost, respectively, are 
the future stars of the game. Both 
participated in Kuala Lumpur for the 
Grand Prix finals and I was really 
impressed by their approach to the 
game. 


If the playing headlines belonged to 
the Indonesians, it was the doubles 
player Zheng from China who got the 
biggest headlines when he collajised 
m front ol a live TV audience in the 
ABC finals played in Hong Kong last 
Ajiril, It wasa sudden heart-attack 
and Zheng is alive today, thanks only 
to the timely medical help given to 
him at the hospital which was next 
door 

India did well to win the second 
division team championship at the 
ABC Rajeev Bagga, the deaf national 
champion, played the pivotal role to 
do India proud at the Sudirman Cup 

The rest of the team however, 
perlormed badly with the result India 
was relegated to division 5 in the 
world team championships. India and 
the BAI, however, thanked Bagga by 
dropping him from the World <mp 
team which was played in the Indira 
Gandhi Stadium, New Delhi. Indian 
badminton in 1993 will be 
remembered for the 'leaking roof 
episode’ that humiliated India in the 
eyes of the world's sporting fraternity. 

Tears, joy, laughter, fear, 
frustrations, injuries, successes, were 
all there to make 1993 quite a unique 
year for the game of badminton. ■ 

PHOTOGHAPHS BY SANJAY SHARMA 

Former intemationat, Sanjay bharma will be contributing 
badminton articles to SportsworkitQnce^ont) 
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MAILBAG 


Glorious 

Win 

B y tbdr emphatic victory 
over the West Indies, the 
Indian cricket team has shown 
that they have the potential to 
rise to the occasion and demoUsb 
the best in the world. 

The win was all the more 
glorious, because we had the 
jitters in the league matches 
'against Zimbabwe, a drubbing 
against the West Indies and 
South Africa, but we emerged 
(.iumphant in the final. 

In fact, the Hero Cup final saw 
India emerge as a cohesive and 
complete team under the 
dynamic leadership of Mohd. 
Azharuddin. Kambli's prolific 
batting, Kumble's devastating 
spin bowling, coupled with 
Sachin's gutsy all-round 
performance, not forgetting the 
vital last over against South 
Africa, along with Kapil's 
superlative swing bowling swung 
the match in India's favour. The 
innovation of day/night cricket 
had heralded the arrival of 
‘pyjama cricket' in India. 

But despite the brilliance of 
India's vlaory, it must also be 
acknowledged that India 
annexed the Cup without facing 
formidable opponents like 
Australia, Bng^nd and Pakistan. 
So, we should not rest on our 
laurels but work hard for the 
future. Also, all thought of 
dropping Kapil Dev should be 
nipped in the bud, as he has 
amply proved his worth, even in 
the twilight of his career. 

SUSANTA BISWAS, 

Calcutta. 


Other letters on the Hero Cup win came from: 
Subhrendu Biswas. Assam, Payel Dhar, New 
Delhi; Naveen Goyal, JorBipur; Swapna Mitre, 
New Delhi; Avirook Bhadun and Tanmoy 
Ghosh, Calcutta; Gopa and Susroita. Howrah; 
Shahhiu Ahsan, Mwiger, Ptabai Guha, 
Jamsherkru’; 


WITHOUT COMMENT 



CARTOON BY COPAL SAAKAR 


Twins? 

H SPORTSWORLD, 1.7th 
November, D'Silva and 
Mahanama are shown having a 
chat in the middle of the pitch. If 
my eyes are healthy (and a hlfhly 
reputed doctor says so ),D'Silva 
looks like Aijuna Ranatunga to 
me. 

•DEBOSBEEOAS. 

Assam. 

The error is le^etted—Editor. 


Corrigendum 

The Hero Cup celebration phMographs. except top left, on Pages 20 
and21, (Sportsworld, 1 5th Dec), were by Ashoke> Chakraborty 



Saheif the star 

Y our article on Saheli Dhar 
{Sportsworld, 2ad October), 
was a really fantastic one. I am 
also an avidi chess player and her 
success is an example to all of us 
who aspire to be champions in 
the game of chess. I wish Saheli 
Dhar all success in the future. 
NmUMOTGHARt. 

Gondia. 
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K ARTICK BOSE LANE is 
one of the serpentine 
bylanes of the Hatibagan 
area in 

North Calcutta. It probably has a 
colourful past; of a time when the 
setting sun was accompanied by the 
strains of classical music and the 
tinkling sounds that emanated from 
the g/iungroos of the nautch girls. 
They catered to the bohemian 
appetites of the raniindars in the • 
bygone era But today, Kartick Bose 
Lane has a worn-out look. Its 
buildings are crumbling and it is living 


Today, the Ganguly family 
is deeply in debt In order 
to make sure that be 
could keep an eye on his 
son's progress, ^e father 
had to practically wind up 
his business. He also sold 
his wife's jewellery and 
his ancestral probity 


in the shadows of its glorious past. In 
spite of its depressing setting, the area 
has still managed to identify itself with 
the name of one upcoming 
personality. The lane is the home of a 
little 10-year-old boy. His name is 
Surya Sekhar Ganguly. 

Personality? Yes, in a manner of 
speaking, he is one. When we talk of 
chess, the names of Vishwanathan 
Anand and Dibyendu Barua are 
synttnymous with the sport. But then 
along comes an innocent little 
boy—^who is in reality a chess 
prodigy—and the critics have once 







! N T E R E S T 


HUMAN 


SURYA SEKHAR GANGULY 

A GRIM 
FAIRY 
TALE 


He is India's 
youngest and 
most talented 
chess prodigy. 



again siaried making predict inns and 
a detailed analysis ol his capabilities. 
He ciiuld become the youngest 
grandmaster the chess world had ever 
seen. 

Because, lor sheer potential, Siirya 
Sekhar’s capabilities can be qtiite 
staggering. But, due to unforeseen 
circumstances, the capabilities of this 
boy are not being translated into 
performance and the prime reason for 
this is money. In fact, when this 
correspondent was asking for 
directions to the chess prodigy's 
house, a young boy couldn't help but 


snap saying, "Why are you 
journalists bothering this child? You 
jieople are only concerned with his 
records and statistics. But are you 
aware of the fact that his chess-playing 
days are virtually at a standstill 
because of poverty?" 

Yes, Surya Sekher's promising 
•'hess career is today at stake. When 
the young boy first developed an 
tnterest in chess, he had harboured 
secret hojies of becoming a 
Vishwanathan Anand or a Dibyendu 
Bania. But today, those dreams may 
.have stopped occ urr ing, as his father 
says, "What is the use of only having 
hopes and dreams? What we don't 
have IS linance and it could be the only 
reason why Surya Sekhar will never 
be able to emulate his heroes or realise 
his potential " 

Today, the Ganguly laniily is deeply 
n debt In order to make sure that he 
. ould keep an eye on his son's 
progress, Pankaj Hahn ■ .urya 
Sekhar's father) had to practically 
wind up his business. He also sold his 
wile's jewellery and his ancestral 
property to piov ide the best for his 
son The family today survives from 
the income that they obtain from a 
small shop that Pankaj Bahu has 
opened. In spite of resorting to drastic 
financial measures, the situation has 
still not improved and today our 


However, 
severe 
financial 
constraints 
have only 
thwarted his 
progress and 
a chance for 
him to realise 
his dream 
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protagonist's father is trying to rope 
with a debt ol a couple ol lakhs, and 
incessant calls from the creditors. 

To make both ends meet, Surya 
Sekhar's father once borrowed Rs. 
35,000 from a local kahuhwallab. The 
man lent him the money at a monthly 
interest rate of about six percent. In 
truth, Mr. Ganguly could not repay a 
single paise. The family was living 
hand to mouth and to make matters 
worse, he now had to repay the loan at 
about Rs, 2.400 per month. Ironically, 
when his son came third in the Junior 
World Chess Championships, the 
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CURRICULUM VITAE 


Name 

Fathei^s Name 
Date of Birth 
Present Address 

Qualifkatlon 


.. SURYASEKHAR GANGULY 
.. PankaJ Ganguly 
.. 24.02.1983 

.. IB, Kanik Bose Lane, Calcutta 700006. 

.. Class-V 

Student in Scottish Church Collegiate School, 
73, Bidhan Sarani, Cakutta-6. 


SURYA SEKHAR'S FACT FILE 

1 . Bronze medal winner in the under-10 Boys World Chess 
Championship (or Juniors and Youth 1993, at Bratislava, Slovakia. 

2. Bronze medal winner, in the under-1 0 Boys World Chess 
Championshipfor Juniors and Youth 1991 at Warsaw, Poland. 

3. He is the youngest ever chess player to have achieved an 
international rating in the world. 

4. Champion—National under-10 Boys Championship in 1991 and 
1992 at Trivandrum, Kerala and Ahmedabad, Gujarat respectively. 

5. Champion—National under-12 Boys Championship in 1991 at 
Thrissur, Kerala. 

6. Second place—National under-10 Boys Championship in 1993 at 
Palakad, Kerala. 

7. Joint Second place—National under-15 Boys Championship in 1992 
at Calicut. 

8 . Thirdpiace—National under-10 in 1990atPollachi>Kerala. 

9 . Best under-10 performance in The Telegraph Schools Chess 
Championship 1989. 

10 . Best under-12 performance in The Tei^aph Schools Chess 
Championship 1990. 

11 . Thtrdprizein The Telegraph Schocds Chess Chaoqtionship (U-16) 
in 1993. 

12 . Best Junior performance—in the Goodridce International Open 
Chess Tournament in 1993 at Calcutta. 

13 . He is the only chess player who was invited from India by (FIDE) 
WoHd Chess Federation to participate in the World Chess - 
Championship (U-10) held at Slovakia in 1993 and bagged the 
bronze medal for his country. 


same kahuliwaUah congratulated Mr. 
Ganguly and his wife and fondly 
embiaced Surya Sckhar. But did 
things get better after that? No, the 
loan still had to be paid, and at the 
same interest rate. 

After that, things got progressively 
worse. In the pursuit of his son's 
developmeni and in order to make 
sure that Surya Sekhar was not denied 
valuable exfKtsurc from international 
comjK-tition, his father went one step 
ahead and borrowed a further Rs. 
36.000 just so tiiai his son could 
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participate in the World Junior Chess 
Championships in Bratislava. Surya 
Sekhar managed to provide his family 
with hope and encouragement by 
winning the bronze medal there. 

But the joy was shortlived. 
Suddenly the priorities of the Ganguiy 
family seemed to have changed. But 
the changes have come about more 
due to necessity than due to any 
conscious effort. Till a couple of 
months ago, the focal point of their 
conversation was Surya Sekhar's 
rapid progress, but that was soon 


replaced by matters of greater priority: 
like for example, how smm would 
they be able to pay off their creditors. 

Over the past six years, the family 
have exhausted themselves 
rinancially, in an effort to make Surya 
Sekhar play in the national and 
international level tournaments. The 
sheer enormoity of their expenses can 
be gauged by the simple fact that they 
ran up a bill of Rs. 30,000 on chess 
books alone. Added to that, was the 
cost of coaching: every month a 
stipulated sum of Rs. 1,500 was kept 






aside as fees for Surya Sekhar's 
childhoocf eoacli. Abhijii Majumdar. 
Bui thai is not all. Surya Sckhar was 
their only son bui not their only child. 
A formidable amount of cash was 
being kept aside for his elder sister 
Suneepa who lost her leg in an 
accident. It is compulsory to change 
her anificial limb at least twice a year. 
There are separate limbs for home use 
and different ones that are used for 
functions outside the house. 
However, this operation c«>sts 
anything between Rs. 5,000-7,000 


Is winning the bronze 
medal twice in an 
interaational competition 
by a 10<year-old boy in 
any way less than 
winning a gold or a 
silwer? Will Surya 
Sekhar's career and 
promise die due to sheer 
neglect? 

■■ 


Hm ban of Kaiticli Bom Lom piafs 
wilii bi* friawli. WHI bit draow dio 
yowii? foMt Ho Inot tbo Klo 
ol 0 ooHMi kid, goiai Id school ood 
0000 tokiog his omos 

and provides a further financial 
setback for the family. 

There are also the problems of 
Surya Sekhar's day-to-day 
development. Or, as his father says, 
"We are not being able to provide 
proper nourishment for him in his 
growing years. We live in a house that 
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Professionals who consider perfection a religion, find 
Sanspareils Greenlands products almost heavenly. 
A-cut-above-the-rest. No wonder, SG is hailed as 
Number One. Again ... again ... and again. Year after 
year. Honoured by the Sports Goods Export 
Promotion Council as # 1 in exports of cricket bats. # 1 
in exports of cricket balls. # 1 in exports of cricket 
protective equipment. # 1 in exports of boxing 
equipment and also, # 1 in overall exports of sports 
goods from India. Isn’t it testimony in itself ? SG. The 
matchless match. 
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has no proper ventilation and we have 
to put on the lights in our small room 
even during the day. This 
claustrophobic environment has 
decreased Surya's physical 
capabilities. It has spoilt his vision. We 
need to .shift to a better place but 
unfortunately, due to financial 
constraints, we cannot." 

Fortunately for the Gangulys, their 
son has a lot of well- wishers and they 
have in turn appealed to the Simrts 
Minister to try and improve Surya 
Sekhar's plight. A case has been 
presented before the Minister and it is 
being said that if an Indian wins a gold 
medal in any international 
competition in which he bear?, his 
own personal expenses, he stands to 
get Rs. 5 lakhs. A silver will fetch him 
Rs. 3 lakhs. However, there is no 
monetary compensation fora bronze 
medal winner. This rule has proved to 
be very frustrating. After all, i.^ 
winning the bronze medal twice in an 
international competition by a 
10-year-old boy in any way less than 
winning a gold or a silver? Will .Surya 
Sekhar's career and promise die due to 
sheer neglect? 

The Government remains 
unconcerned, though a few people 
and organisations have been toucfied 
by the little boy's plight. Donations 
continue to come in from individuals 
and companies. The Steel Authonty of 
India has been giving Surya Sekhar 
Rs. 1,000 every month. The Alekhine 
Chess Club is his biggest sponsor but 
the point is that the help that is 
coming in from some quaners is still 
ntrt en<>ugh. As Surya Sekhar's 
parents say, "To keep Surya's 
potential alive involves a lot of 
expense. Lots of sponsors are needed. 
Unless a magnanimous donor comes 
forward, we have nothing it' do 
except pray to (iod." Surely, we 
cannot see the premature fading away 
of such young talent. What we must 
remember is that in future if Surya 
Sekhar wins, it will bring glory to our 
country and underline that fact that 
someone has triumphed, against all 
odds. ■ 
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PHOTO FEATURE 



dHtMica af iIh All Eaglaad Chib 

TIm ImAw of Urn Hooda'o WofM Solar CiMlIiaBa laaia, Tdubin k 
hwaia. IIboiw down tha gaaodot la O a a a ra l Matan la tha US aflor ^ 
hn Hoada Dtaaai car ta i aal w d Ua US Mwpaay't raca racotd 
batwaao Darwm aad Adaliado, Iha car craaaao tfw flaiah liaa 
aftw laii aa hoar oo Iho rood to coaiBlalo Sm 3413 kai ia 35 
hrt. aad 33 aiiai lor aa avarago s|wod of tU5 kai/b 
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Battoit LondMi. Nmv Yaik. Na ift Pmw mB Bw sImI ai 
ChamMar Challaaga Paaa Maratbea. Auiimliaa Bab Nalw 
aa ta wia tba ana's sacliaa, wWla paiita Satyaakaan taal 
ladiat tMa 


Sarfiaz Nawaz (top iaft) arrivaa at a Laadaa caail 
a lagal a ano ai^ at Bn aad ad Us casa a^Bai 
balsaaaa Allao UaBi wha had aUapod BM Bn 
fast baariar had toM bha aacials ad haw Is tan 
Hn casa was saBM whaa Sartaz sviBidisw 
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WITT A 
LITTLE BIT 
OF LUCK 



Six years after her last Olympic gold, KA TARINA 
WITT hopes to make another golden pirouette at 
the Winter Games in Lillehammer in February 


award bullfighters ears 
I for doing well. Ice skaters get posies. 
I wrapped in cellophane. 

^JL So there was a cruel irony in 
Katarina Witt's choice of the song 'Where 
have all the flowers gone?' for the new 
routine she plans to take to the Lillehammer 
Winter Olympics in February. 

Witt unveiled her performance at a show 
called Gala on Ice in Frankfurt. It was a dismal 
flop, bringing applause muted in its 
embarrasment. 

Then four little girls in pastel chiffon dresses 
skated into the arena, briefed to collert the 
expected flurry of flowers. One solitary 
bouquet lay on the gleaming ice for them to 
hand over to the former East German who 
had dominated the sport in the 80s with two 
Olympic golds, four world championships 
and six European titles. 

Dressed in bold red, but with her skirt at a 
decorous length, Katarina was only seconds 
into the routine when she botched an 
attempted triple toc-l<X)p and fell, to a hiss of 
disbelief from the crowd of 5,000. Nothing if 
not a good trouper, she picked herself up, 
brushed herself off and started all over again. 

A second, more familiar session later was 
utterly magical and brought prolonged 
applause and half-a-dozen bouquets. But 
when a cake was wheeled on in celebration of 
her 28th birthday, Witt seized the 
microphone, and told the audience, "I failed, I 
am st)rry 1 let you down" and abandoned 
plans fur a celebration and went straight back 
to her hotel room, leaving her parents sitting 
(50 


bewildered in the lobby. 

Like Torvill and Dean, Witt has been 
declared eligible to compete again at the 
Olympics six years after she won the 1988 
gold in Calgary. Her Carmen routine then was 
a wow and storms raised in the coffee cups of 
Canada's West as coaches and rivals 
spluttered about the shameless, flirtatious 
fashion she went about winning. 

Six years away from figure skating have 
done nothing to her serene beauty, but Witt is 
no longer dazzling in her flamboyance—or, it 
seems, hcrainbititins. 

The main aim, she says, is not to collect a 
third gold medal but to nudge the world 
towards peace. 

Hence the choice of 'Where have all the 
flowers gone?' an anti-war song by Pete 
Seger whose lyrics dale from the American 
Civil War and which was made a hit by Joan 
Baez and Marlene Dietrich. 

"I chose this programme because I wanted 
to do something different. I felt I had 
portrayed so many seductive women. 1 am at 
the age where 1 want to put something across 
from the heart. Having been at the Sarajevo 
Olympics in 1984 it is breaking my heart to see 
what is going on there now. I just want to 
show the world that we want peace. The 
Olympics have always been a symbol for 
people being together. You fight, but in a 
healthy way, not with weapons." 

Witt, who once memorably descrilied her 
sense of motivation as, "needing a mountain 
in front of my nose" conceded that bucking 
down to the demands of Olympic class figure 



skating after five years of professional ice 
shows had been a huge challenge. 

"It was very hard when I started, but also 
very interesting to start from the beginning 
again. 1 just have to get my act together, get it 
mentally right and try not to feel the pressure 
of expectations." 

That act will include, if it goes as scheduled, 
four triple jumps. "1 have not done a 
programme like this for many years," she said. 

It is a programme which she will undertake 
in pain from leg and back problems. "This is a 
natural process, getting older," she shrugged. 
"I have been In this sport for 22 years now and 
there are some days when I can't do any 
jumps. So four triples will be enough for me." 

Witt was passingly scornful of what she 


called "the gymnastics on ice" being practised 
by the younger generation who will challenge 
her in Lillehanuner. 

"It is great being able to go out there and do 
seven triples but there is more to the sport 
than that. I vvant to give a statement that this 
is figure skating too, that it is not all about 
jumps, that you should only be there if you 
are 16 or 17 years old. There should be a 
chance for different generations. I think we 
older people can bring something else to the 
sport. Maturity, sophistication." 

Then Katarina Witt, aged 28 years and one 
day, switched on that smile to leave you 
wondering if she really is someone capable of 
defying the sporting truism that they never 
come back.■ 

Ronald Atkin 


"I hawe been in 
this sport for 22 
years and 
there are soma 
days when I 
can't do any 
jumps" 
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PELE,THE DIPLOMAT 

P ELE thf f(M)>bailer is an all lime 
legend. However, ihc oilier side of 
Pclc, the diplomatic one, was revealed 
recently. After the World Cup draw, 
Pele was on a promotional visii to 
Greece. There he made n statement 
like a seasoned diplomat which 
enthralled the Greeks. Pele said, "The 
only thing more than I can ask from 
God is lor Greece and the United Slates 
to play in next year's World Cup 
final. " The query is, will Pele 
say the same in all the places he visits, 
or did he really mean what he said ? 


Also, if such are his feelings then no - 
wonder he is losing popularity in 
Brazil. 

TRAINING CAMP FOR 
REFEREES 

T he FIFA Referees Committee 
chairman David Will of Scotland 
has appointed referees and an equal 
number of linesmen for the 1994 
World Cup final rounds. The list of 22 - 
will be revealed at the end of March,' 

1994.26 referees and 24 linesmen will 
attend a training camp, at one of the 
centres in USA, from March 14-18. 
The camp will be conducted by former 
top referee Paolo Casarin of Italy. FIFA 
will await an evaluation report of ail 
these probables from David W i II 
before announcing the list of chosen 
leferees for the 1994 Woild Cup. 

FOOTBALL AWARENESS 
HIGHEST IN BRAZIL 

N a survey conducted by 
Sponsorship Research 
International (SRI), the research 


division of FIFA's marketing partner 
ISL, it was found that awareness of the 
World Cup is maximum in, where 
else, but Brazil. The population's 
awareness of the 15th FIFA World 
Cup is near total in Brazil, a staggering 
99 per cent. Hosts USA has only a 35 
percent awareness. However.FIFA is 
pleased that with six months for the 
finals, still one in three Americans 
know about the event. 

SRI also conducted a su rvey about 
watching the World Cup matches in 
four countries, Brazil, Germany, 

Russia and USA. I he results 
demonstrated a high commitment to 
watch the tournament. In Brazil, 
where football is a passion, 93 per cent 
of the respondents intend to watch 
the event. Over 80 per t ent in Russia. 
Even m the USA, 57 per cent of 
respondents in ten of ihe.r major cities 
are expecting to view at least some of 
the matches. 

NO INDIANINASIAN 
ALL STARS XI 

I n the mid sixties an Asian All Stars 
looiball team mvaiiably included 
two or three Imliari players An all 
time high was readied m 1967, when 
loin Indians were selected for the 
Asian All Stars team, with the 
redoubtable Mohun Hagan 
stopper-back .larnail Singh as skipper 
Thequartei weie Jarnail, lefi back 
Altaf Ahmed, midfielder Yusuf Khan 
and goalkeeper PeterThangraj. Now 
in 1993, iheie are no Indian players in 
the Asian All stars team. The last 
Indian to be selected was goalkeeper 
Atanu Bhatiacharya in 1985. 

The largest contingent for the 1993 
Asian All Stars XI came from lapan 
with four jilayers in the line-up. The 
two Asian nations. South Korea and 
Saudi Arabia, that have qualified for 
the 1994 World Cup, provided five of 
the eleven players. The other two 
players are from Iran. 

The full team selected by a panel of 
FIFA and AFC experts were as follows: 

Shigetaius Matsunaga (Japan), 
HongMyung Bo (S. Korea), Javid 

P«l«. charmad the audience on a visit to 
Greece 
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Ian Wriglit (laft) is England's best 
striker and Paul Inca (right) is the first 
black to ca|itain England 

Zarincchch (Iran), Tctsuji Hashiraiani 
(Japan), M()haninu‘(l-AI-Klrlawai 
(Saudi Arabia), Shin HoiirGi (South 
Korea), Faud Amin (Saudi Aratiia), 
Rui Ramos (Ja|)an), Khalid A! 
Muwalid (Saudi Arabia), Ali Daai 
(Iran) and Ka/.uyoslii Miura (Japan). 

BRAZIL'S DECLINE 

W HY has Brazil, whicli produces 
more talented players than any 
other country not won the World Cup 
for over twenty years The reason lor 
many Brazilian managers is simple ! 
Tlieir domestic lootball is in shambles 
Recently a crucial championship 
matcli between Palmeirasand Vasco 
Da Gama which toured India lasi year 
talk’d to gel underway lor a hi/arre 
reason The referee and the linesman 
and the Palmeiras team were ready lor 
the kick-off. However.Vasco D'Ciama 
rehised to turn U(). saying they had 
won a court order suspending the 
game lor a day. A laboui court had 
accepted their argument thai tliey 
were entitled to a Ofrhour rest 
between matches and their lasi game 
had ended only 46 hours earlier 


BLACKS THRIVE IN 
EUROPE 


S WEDEN has a duool colon led 
strikers Martin Dahhn and a 
promising newcomer Henrik Larsson 
Dahlin's father is from Venezuela and 
Larsson's from Cape Verde England 
also has a pair of black strikers Les 
Ferdinand of QPR and Ian Wright of 
Arsenal. So expatriate black strikers 
have carved a niche for themselves m 
European foothall. Now history is 
being made as Daniel Baiista is set to 
be the first black man to play lor 
Greece. Batista is a Portugese-born 
star of Olympiakos. He gained Greek 
nationality in November 199 J alter 
stints for over five years with Fihnikos 
and AEK Athens. National coach 
Alketas Panagoulias is impressed with 
Batista and wants him lor the World 
Cup squad. The coach Panagoulias is 
quite a colourful charactei. He tried to 
become the first coach to l»e a Member 



o! Parliament. However his attempt in 
tiie recent general elec dons flopped. 
He failed by a wide man in under the 
ticket of the losing New Democracy 
Party. 


LAWSUIT BY BRAZILIAN 
FOOTBALLERS 


M embers and their families of 
Brazil's 1970 World Cup 
winning team won a C2 million court 
case against tb.e Brazilian FA and a 


CULORSF 

publishing fiouse fear use of their 
pictures on collectable cards without 
their authorisation. This overturned a 
previous verdict. Tiie FA and the 
publishers are thinking of again 
appealing. A Brazilian player of 1970 
vintage said that all attempts at 
compromise had failed, hence the 
legal case. The players had asked for 
some comjiensation hut were refused 
outright. Now, for the Brazilian FA, it 
IS a case of 'penny wise and pound 
foolish.' ■ 
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Motor Sport, from 4 humbk 
start in the Fifties, has 
grown in leaps and bounds 


A LONG WAY 
DOWN THE TRACK 


IP 


M otor sport established us 

roots in Madras in 1953. In that 
year, Rex Strong, an 
Englishman and K. Varugis, 
raced two 1948 M.G. models from Chesney 
Hall, on Commander-in-chief road to the 
Catholic Centre in Armenian Street, in 
George Town. 

These two people searched around for 
like-minded people and then they staged a 
Motor Scavenger hunt. At the prize 


m 
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distribution ceremony that day, the winner 
was the famous Kasim Khaleeli. It was then 
that a formal resolution was passed to form 
Lire MMSC (Madras Motor Sports Club). The 
constitution was drafted by M. A. 
Chidambaram and S.V.B. Rao, the chairman 
and the legal advisor of the Aut<»mobile 
Association of Southern India. The first 
president of the MMSC was G.D. Donner. 

Then the MMSC had a 'prize catch' when 
they managed to secure the airstrip at 
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Sholavaram, about 25 krns from Madras, for 
their racetrack. In August, 1955, the first 
event was organised for two classes of 
cars...MG s and other stock cars. Encouraged 
by the response and the general c’nthusiasni, 
the MMSC organised the first ever official 
meet on 25th October, '5 5. There was a five 
lap relay for motorcycles, a five lap race for 
sportscars and a three lap relay for motorcycle 
teams. 

The fastest man at the meet was lohny Dye. 
who clocked 72m.p.h. in a Triumph Twin 
The pctpularity of the sport and the 
tremendous response from the participants, 
from all over the country, forced tfie Club to 


The growth of the MMSC has 
been steady. Starting with a 
membership strength of 40 in 
1953, the club today has over 
750 members. This is higher 
than the total membership of 
all the other motor clubs in 
the other parts of the country 


host the first Ail-lndia race meet on 17th 
February, 1054. hi addition lo a large luimhei 
of Indian riders and driveis, there was also 
internationally reputed drivers Irom Sn 
Tanka. About 10,000 spc'ctaiois gaiheied to 
watch the clay's events. 

Zacky Dean, who had taken paii in the Isle 
of Man Tf and other international ruces, lived 
up to expectations in his Norton Special Raja 
Smnathiirai, the young panicijiani, lor whom 
special permission had to he ohiained, 
because he was far too young, won in his 
maiden attempt. Among the Indians, flan Rao 
of Madras won the Bikers section while P.S 
Hariharaii from Bangalore wcin m Ins Jagiiai 
XK-120. 

The growtli of the MMSC has been steady. 
Starting with a memhersliij) sirengili of to in 
I '>5 5, the club today lias over 750 members 
This is higher than the total niemhershi]) of all 
the other motor chibs in the ntlici (tarts of ,hc 
country. Incidentally, 80% ol the member', 
are litc members. 

With the Sholavaram race tracks becorni ig 
sucfi a great success, the sport started going 
from strength to strengifi Irom year to year. 

"It was a pilgrimage lor the fahs every year," 


said Gopal Madhavan, a committee member 
of the MMSC. Soon, foreign riders and drivers 
especially from Britain and Sri Lanka, started 
participating in the races and they won the 
events. February, the month when the races 
were held, entered ifie racing calendar of the 
world. The sport just got strongerand stronger. 

Especially now with the new tracks at 
Irungaitukottai which have added new lift to 
the racing file in Madras. The tracks have been 
the scene of some lacing event or the other, at 
least, once a year from the time it was 
inaugurated in 1990. The tracks have also 
been used for practice sessions by the 
compietitors on a pay and practise' basis. But 
tfte money owed for buying the track is 
still to be cleared. 'We are still paying the 
financier," said Gopal Madhavan, "and we 
hope that in a year's time, we will have 
broken even." ■ 

Text and photographs George Francis 


Arif Mohammed Khan (MU moments 
after inaugurating the track in 1990 
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S AN.JAY MANJREKAR went 
to an astrologer, Bhairon 
Singh Jhunjhunwala some 
time ago and the latter told 
him, "The only way you can make it 
back to the Indian team is to start from 
scratch." Manjrekar took the advice 
literally. He grew his nails till it was 
about four inches long. Then, one 
,early Monday morning, accompanied 
by his uncle. Pandit Shastri, he went 
to the Brabournc Stadium cricket 
pitch and began scratching. The 
stadium was absolutely deserted. 

Manjrekar began to scratch slowly 
and steadily, and soon, a small mound 
of mud began to form on the edge ol 
the pilch. Pandit Shastn stood nearby, 
in a white shirt and dhoti, massaging 
his weak knees and chanting sfokas 
from the Vedas. As Manjrekar 
scratched decjter and deeper, he 
suddenly espied a trinket. It was 
covered with mud. He wiped it clean 
and saw that it was made of pure 
silver. Stton. more and more trinkets 
came out. Then a jug and a plate was 
discovered. Finally, a large painting of 
a singing nightingale was unearthed 
and at the bottom, there was an 
inscription which read- 'The mascot of 
the Dungarpur nvilisation. 

This was a major archaeological 
discovery. An Indian cricketer who 
had wanted to start his career from 
scratch, had stumbled on to the 


ancient civilisation of Dungarpur. 
Historians have always-wondered 
what had happened to this 
civilisation, ft seemed to have 
vanished from the face of this earth. 
There was only one descendant alive, 
Raj Singh, and he was the raja of a 
small principality called the CCI, or 
the Cricket Club of India. A helper of 
poor cricketers, friend of the rich and 
the famous, Raj Singh had also been, 
once upon a time, the star of the 
Bada Cricket Club of India or the BCCI. 

Meanwhile, the archaeological find 
had become a media sensation. 
Journalists came from all over the 
Country, including Bald Nandy Iroin ? 
(Don't know where he is working at 
present). 

"Mr. Manjrekar, " Bald Nandy said, 
"how did you discover this?" 

"Start from .scratch," Manjrekar 
replied, "Thai's the key to success in 
lile. My astrologer, Bhairon Singh 
Jhunjhunwala told me that. I'll tell 
you another thing. These years in the 
wilderness has made me a more 
complete human being. No matter 
how successful a person is, unless that 
person tastes defeat, at some time or 
the other, he will never he a compb-te 
human being." 

Back in Bombay, the Bal Sena 
freaked out over Manjrekar's 
discovery. At a glittering function, the 
Bal Sena, through their thief guest. 


A .K. Hangal, conferred their highest 
honour, 'The Knight Of The Knights' 
on Manjrekar. 

"This is a great and patriotic 
Indian," said Mr. Bal Tuck Ray, the 
leader, connoisseur of warm beer and 
hot samosas, "Mr. Manjrekar has 
transformed the Brabourne Stadium. 
No Paki will be seen here for centuries 
to come. Thank you sir and we 
propose to petition the Government 
to rename the stadium as Bal's Park." 

But the Govt, immediately replied, 
"Bal(l)s, no chance. This is a national 
monument." 

Bal Tuck Ray lashed out, by saying, 
"CM Pa war is a sewer." 

Meanwhile. Manjrekar met famous 
archaeologist, Gavaskar, ihe first 
Indian to discover more than 10,000 
objects ill an excavation site in 
Larkana and scratched his back 

Gavaskar replied, "Yon may have 
discovered the Dungarpur civilisation 
hut that does not mean that your 
teehniiiue is perfect. You will have to 
work out on a few more excavaiions, 
in order to perfect your iechnit|ue. " 

Manjrekar went to meet Wadekar, 
the ca()tain of the Indian team, which 
in 1971, weie the first to discover an 
Indian civilisation in the hnglish rums 
at Stonehenge. Manjrekar moulhed 
the ancient ruleol patronage: "I'll 
scratch your back and then you 
scratch mine." 

Wadekar smiled and shook his head 
from side to side. Then, he said, in a 
calm voice, "I am sorry Manju, 
although 1 know you from the cradle 
But now, there is a code of conduct for 
archaeologists. Your chance to dig will 
probably come after the '96 Olympic 
Games. 1 am also trying to preserve 
your career. There are some ruins in 
Sri Lanka to be excavated, but they are 
not as good as the ruins in England 
So, to have the most impact, ills better 
to wait," 

Manjrekar and Pandit Shastri, bare 
bodied but in white dhotis, decided to 
go on a pilgrimage, in the hopes of 
changing their fortunes. So they have 
gone to Calcutta, to meet revered saint 
•laggu Dalmiya, and after that, they 
will be going to Chandigarh, to meet 
Sant I.S. Bindra. ■ 

Shevlin Sebastian 
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and feels that players should learn to control their language and 
behaviour both on and off the field 


N ot that it will or 

should make any 

difference to iiirn, but 

we in Sportsworld 

have always admired Manoj 

Prabhakar's drive, determination 

and desire to learn and 

experiment with the batting order 

as well as the ball. What has not 

particularily impressed us, is his 

sudden but fortunately decreasing 

verbal duels with umpires and 

opponents. And as captain of his 

state, this reputation does not 

presently put him in the best 

position to control his teammates 

when they show vehement 

dissent at umpiring decisions 

which do not go in their favour. 

And such was the case during 

the Delhi Punjab Pepsi limited 

overs match recently at Ludhiana. 

Robin Smith dives for survival in the 
second Test botweon India and England at 
Madras this yoar. Close calls liko this 
could load to frayed tampers and 
distasteful incidents. 


The umpires, one of whom was a further emphasised how the 
first class cricketer, actually staged umpires are powerless to 
a half-way walk-out only to be successfully control recalcitrance, 
persuaded by the Delhi manager when everybody is aware that 
to walk back. most BCCs, when confronted by a 

It was a strange sight and superstar go instinctively on to the 
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back foot. Umpires are far easier to 
sideline and this unsaid message is 
understood by all. 

This is precisely why an 
* independent match referee (MR) 
has been introduced. He is really a 
buffer between two Boards or 
Associations who naturally side 
with their own players in any 
dispute. And this is also well 
understood,though again left 
unsaid. In these early years of the 
experiment, the job needs to be 
clearly defined, since even 
experienced captains have, at 
times, failed to appreciate the 
strength and the limitations. For 
instance, there was nothing that 
Bishan Singh Bedi could have 
done when approached by Ritchie 
Richardson complaining about an 
umpiring decision during the 
finals of the Five Nation Hero Cup 
at Calcutta. Bedi, as the match 
releree, could not have interfered 
with the umpires' decision, but he 
could certainly have taken action 
if there was any dissent shown by 


the batsman, no matter how 
horrendous that decision. The 
MR'S job is to ensure that the 
players, managers, physios etc. 
stick to a code of conduct which is 
fairly comprehensive and devised 
by the ICC, and his authority is not 
limited to the playing area but 
extends to anywhere within the 
precincts of the stadium. 

What happens on a 
"residential" ground, like the Lai 
Bahadur Shastri Stadium in 
Hyderabad or the Brabourne 
Stadium in Bombay, if someone 
does a 'Gaiting', (I have no idea, 
and really sec no reason to build a 
bridge when I can't see a river) but 
this kind of situation could arise 
and I suppose, it would depend on 
the match referee's concept of 
morality, and his personal views 
on what exactly is meant by 
bringing the game into disrepute. I 
just pity the guy if he is caught by 
Conrad Hume. 

What is most relevant is that the 
MR's decision is final, though 1 


suppose it can be challenged in 
court, which is why a MR can and 
should take legal advice (this has 
to be provided by the local 
authorities, on demand), if he is 
contemplating taking serious 
action. He also has to give the 
"offender" sufficient notice to 
collect his thoughts and his 
witnesses and, if he insists, his 
own vakeel. The MR has in fact to 
be in possession of a fair share of 
cbmmon sense and have some 
idea of the notion of natural 
justice. 

What I found encouraging were 
the views of the paying spectator 
who wanted tough action against 
those who broke the code of 
conduct. People have had enough 
of player theatrics (players have 
also had enough of spectator 
rowdincss) and with TV taking 
gestures as well as language 
(Border was caught not minding 
his words by a direaional mike on 
the crowd, but since it was not an 
international game, there was no 
referee) into their homes, parents 
prefer their children to emulate 
heroes who do not resort to 
expletives every time they cannot 
find an appropriate adjective to 
describe the noun. 

On the other hand, only the 
rare cricketer has laid claims to 
literary genius (John Snow, being 
an enviable exception, had a book 
of poems published, but it made 
less sense than his in-swinging leg 
cutters), so it's only fair that we let 
sportsmen speak their own 
language. Meanwhile, the BCCI 
must not hesitate to take a tough 
line against "offenders" or else, 
there is going to be a noticiably 
different standard of behaviour 
between domestic and 
international cricket.* 
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LOOKING 


BACK 



hat, another 
year gone by! 1992 
was the year of the 
Olympics, the year of the 
World Cup in cricket, the 
European football 
championship.... In 
comparison, 1993 was to be 
a low profile year for sport. 
But, as it turned out, that 
prediction was to be far 
from true. So much has 
happened since then, that 
the first part of the year 
now seems like a blur. You 


put your memory on 
rewind and ask yourself, 
was it really this year that 
Allan Border became the 
highest rungetter in Test 
history; that Wasim 
Akram took over as 
Pakistan skipper; that 
Indian cricket tasted 
success and champagne for 
the first time in four years. 
Why, it seems, as if it all 
happened almost a lifetime 
ago. But when reality hits 
you in the face, you realise 
that it was a year so 'full' 
that only a quick pan of the 
camera can capture the 
sporting mosaic that was 
1993. 





The 

Is... 


Question 



A lot has happened in sport throughout 1993. But do we remember 
everything?Derek O'Brien tests our sporting I Q's 


QUESTIONS 

I Al Wimbledon '93, 

• what was known as 
the 'Inquiry'? 

2 Find the connection 
• between Craig 
McDermott and a pop star 
who visited India in the 
year gone by? 


3 A Delhi 

• photographer won 
a prestigious award for his 
photograph of a cricket 
match in progress. Which 
'batsman' featured in the 
award-winning picture? 


4 The tennis trio of 
• Mats Wilander, Pat 
Cash and John McEnroe 
formed a rock group to play 
in Europe. What were the 
concerts they played in to 
raise money, called? 


5 Which famous 
• athlete was named 
as co-chairperson of Bill 
Clinton's,Council on 
Physical Fitness? 


6 Which sportsman 
• won a Grammy for 
top spoken word on a 
non-musical album? 


7 Name the bowler 
• whom Bordei was 
facing when he broke Sunil 
Gavaskar's record t)f the 
maximum number of 
(10,122) Test runs? 


8 According to Forbes 
• magazine, which 
sportsman was the biggest 
money earner in 
1992-1993? 

9 What innovative 
• method (a garnet) 
are teachers of economics 
in Vietnam using to teach 


the principles of market 
economics, now being 
espoused by the 
Government in that 
country? 

Why did the 
« Kashima 
Anthens hit the headlines 
in 1993? 


n "l played 

• baseball for the 
Toronto Blue Jays and 
football for Scunthorpe 
United. I retired in 1993." 
Who am I ? 

What infamous 
• incident saw the 
name of Guenther Parche 
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go into the sports pages this 
year? 


1 Which cricket 

Jk ^ • hero is 
nicknamed the Maritzburg 
Mamba? 


14 


What did Boris 
• Beckerjocularly 


propose to do to attract 
attention'? 


15 


Which 

• company ran an 


adverilsemeiii in major 
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ANSWERS TO THE VISUAL QUESTIONS . ■ 


Niqii^ t«etara ne.l lu 

Feman<^ 

3 . Wayne Betnceirasean Hie Quecpffi 1^1. 
the big warn uphdbw Wb|»^Q. 

» Mike Atherionisbeiiiirit^oatan'*^. 
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dailies with the headline 
Eden Gardens flooded'^ 

1 ✓ Who was 
X O • awarded the 
Argue Award for cncket in 
1993^ 


4. The woinen's World Cup of ocidket.1^ 
women provided the oidy 
gjttftuner of hope for English oidcet this 
year. 

Illva MajoK. 


'I « Which foimer 
X / • tennis player's 
autobiography (published 
this year) is titled Home'^ 


1 O Other than the 
X O • obvious what 
would you expect to see in 
a 'fish bowl"> 

1 Q Add one to the 
X ^ • list Drop kick, 
pile drive and'> 

Jmt Vr •Tinat critically 
refer to as the English 
Olympic Games' > 
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The Indian team would like to bring to our attentian that, 
in the beginning of the year, we carried a cover story 
questioning whether Allan Border's opinion that India 
were 'the worst team in the world' was true or not 
Obviously, they have proved that the statement was far 
from the truth. 

CrucHied for his leadership when the year began, 
Azharuddin ended on a high that almost made him our 
Man Of The Year. The skipper himself took the lead in 
this revival. And, among me victories this year, me most 
memorable was me Hero Gup triumph. 

Organised by the Cricket Association ol Bengal to 
celebrate their Diamond Jubilee, the tournament had its 
share of controversy. But, when Azharuddin’s men 
charged towards victory at me floodlit Eden Gardens, 
the problems concerning Pakistan's no-show and 
television coverage were soon forgotten. In me midst of 
the celebrations, fireworks and champagne, the 
memories that lingered were of Sachin Tendulkar's last 
over against South Africa, of demolition man Anil 
Kumble wrecking the Windies batting in me final, of 
Ashar using his bat like a magic wand, caressing the ball 
around the arena, of the Indian team parading in me 
artificial light oime Eden Gardens onme r ,,^f Nov. 27. 

For once, Calcutta was, in reality, the 04^1 Joy 
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Pakistan crickat was a major focus of attention in 
international cricket this year. The highs (pun intendad) 
and lows after their triumph |n the World Cup wore 
almost like a rolleMioaslor ride. And no one else 
personified this more than Wasim Akram hmiself. In 
January, ho was catapulted into the hot seat. In April, 
Akram and three others (MushUq Ahmed, Aaqib Javed 
and vice«aptain Waqar Younis) were rapped witt a 
drim chargo duriim thair tour of tho Wost Indios. This 
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hanned from plying in tho Middle East 
Akram tied the nuptial knot with Huma Mufti. In 
Novambar, he was injured and had to stay away from 
cricket for a while. The bail tampering coi^versy 
re-emerged featuring in a court case in Britain. 
Evantiul yes, but not a vary happy year for Pakistan 
cricket. 
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CClORSPOPl 



Following a disattroot wintor in tho 
(ub-Gominont the English crickat taam 
rotumad (or a summar of discoinont at homo. 
Cafdain Gooch duckad and waavad but 
couldnt aseapo tba fira of Gw Australian 
attack nor tho liareo criticism ho faced whan 
Bordor's Australians ground his tosm to dust 
With tho Ashas alroady in Bordor’s 
possouion, tho Australian was ail smiles, 
but a ponsivo Gooch announced that ho 
would slap down, bringing about a change of 
guard wilb MHca Athoi^ taking over charga. 
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NacMtity, they My. it the mother 
of all invoMion. But when the 
concept of the third umpire came 
into being last year, the 
cooMnative, English 
establishrnem thought that this 
was just another step to make 
their glorious game e little more 
pervetie. But surprise, surpriM, 
during the Ashes Miles, the TCCB 
actuelly contented to a third 
umpire. And history was made 
when the Australians awaited 
the outcome of the third umpire’s 
decision, when Ian Healy 
stumped Robin Smith, tfw third 
umpire concept initiated in South 
Africa spread throughout the 
cricketing world in 1993. 

Maam^ile, in India, cricket 
coverage was revolutionisad 
when the Board Mid the rights of 
the Indie-England series to a 
foreign organisation. TWI was to 
change the concept of India's 
television coverage of crickot 
with stump cameras, slow 
motion replays from various 
angles and refreshing 
commentary. The move received 
a satback during die Hero Cup 
tournament following obiectioim 
from Doordarshan, ieopardising 
the World Cup which is to be held 
in die sub-conrinent in 1996 
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Increasing life insurance cover 
with lump sum pa3mients 
at short intends. 


It comes to you in instalments at Intervals, as in 
the table bdow: 



% of sum assured paid to policy holder 

Policy 

term 

at the 
end of 
4years 

at the 
end of 

8 years 

at the 
end of 
12years 

at the 
end of 
15 years 

at the 
end of 
18years 

15 years 

30% 

30% 

40% 

— 

— 

20 years 

25% 

25% 

25% 

25% 

— 

25 years 

20% 

20% 

20% 

20% 

20% 


Survival benefits if already paid are not 
deductible from the sum assui^ payable on 
death. 

Yes. This is a truly multi-benefit plan of 
insurance. 

This Is a with profit policy. The accumidaled 
bonus is payable on maturity or death. 

For details contact your nearest UC office or UC agent 

and be secure 


Cxft Jnsurance Corporation of Jndia 









BACK 



SPORTSWORLDS 
MAN OF 1993 


MANOJ 
PRABHAKARp 


X-'rifS 


»y4J'W 


,‘ •'•••■? V c'? 



sK'f 







•a 


v-- ' > 



*"4. «!JI s» 

)- ‘ ' '3A •1*1 





a 



■' 




iMI 1 #^' 

te 35*' 


' -'V. .1 









Tin PraMiakan i is around 6 p.m. in the evening in 

bacfcintlMaffactionof | ■ Ludhiana. The air outside is thick with 

■ fog and inside the warmth of the 

■ artificially heated hotel room Manoj 
I Prabhakar stretches out his tired limbs 

.diJLk.after a day of competitive cricket. He 
has just helped Delhi win the Ranji Trophy 
match against Punjab, guiding his team to 
victory with a painstaking century. The day's 
play, however, has not dimmed his 
enthusiasm for conversation. When I tell him 
that he has been chosen Sportsworld's Man of 
the Year, he responds by sharing a couple of 
experiences. These are his words... 

"A lot of people have come and gone over 
the 30 years that I have graced this planet. 
These people have sometimes made a big 
impaa on me, both positively and negatively. 
They are also responsible in a way for what 1 
am today, for what I have become. If one were 
to recall these incidents, four of them would 
selea themselves automatically. 

Incident A: "When I was a youngster, I had 
a close friend. He was a relatively rich fellow. 



thanks to his father's flourishing business so 
he did not find money hard to come by. 

Anyway, so there I was standing by the 
roadside one morning, munching merrily 
into a guava, when this friend passed on a 
scooter. He stopped on seeing me and after 
some small talk, I offered him a guava saying, 

' Amrud kha le. As close as we were, he Icmked 
me straight in the eye and snapped, ‘Manoj, 
you haven't come to that stage in life where 
you can treat me to a guava.' 

I was both hurt and riiattered by his 
arrogance. But I realised that in order to be 
famous, money was a very important 
pre-requisite." 

Incident B: "I'd also like to thank my 
milkman in Ghaziabad for a small role he 
played in my development as a cricketer. I'll 
never forget that day when I was Jogging at 4 
a.m. in the morning. It was cold and dark. Life 
was a bitch and I was mad as hell because I had 
just been dropped from the Indian team 
touring the West Indies. I was jogging alone 
when the d(H>dhwala recognised me and cried 
out, 'Arre yeh saab chor do. Jo hona tha ho 
gaya. Ab kis ke liye bhaag rahe ho? (Why 
don't you just stop what you're doing! What 
had to happen, has happened. What are you 
running for now'? I told myself that I would 
neverstop." 

Incident C: "A couple of years ago, a certain 
gentleman ventured to cast his opinion on me 
saying, 'Yeh to cricketer kum, herojaada lagta 
hai'. (He is less a cricketer, more a film hero) 
"Today, I'm a cricketer." 

Incident D: "Another expert critic said that 
Manoj Prabhakar is only good enough to bowl 
with the new ball. That is for the first five 
overs only. He's probably eating his words 
today, because I am amongst the elite few in 
the world who can swing the old ball. I 
thank these people, wherever they are, for 
changing the course of my life." 

T here are certain things that you should 
try not to do in life. Like for instance, 
you never leave the baby with the maid. 
You never leave good china to the furniture 
mover. You should never try to know more 
than your boss and if you do, you never show 
it. And when you watch cricket...you never, 
never ignore Manoj Prabhakar. 

There's just one co-related problem, 
though: he'll never let you ignore him. 

Manoj Prabhakar is a man with the killer 
instinct. You can call him the 'pressure-man', 
for he's the guy who's been entrusted with 





the task of practically leading India to battle honour that he won't let anybody take away 

on the field, on almost every occasion. from him. 

Prabhakar loves the word pressure, it helps "I make It a point to bowl the first ball and 

him to soar to greater heights. He revels in its face the first ball of every innings that 1 play in. 

pronunciation, he gets his 'fixes' by playing in I don't want anybody else to do it. I enjoy it. I 
it. A normal dayi cricket is not a good day's also want to prove that 1 am the only person in 

cricket for Prabhakar. He's probably the only cricketing history to be able to do that sort of 

cricketer in the world today, who opens both thing constantly. Nobody else should be able 

the batting and bowling for his country. It is a to do it for so long." 

And The Nominees 

im^ The other contenders for 

“ » w I w ■ ■ ■ the Man Of The Year 

I T wouldn't be the truth if we told you that Manoj Prabhakar was a unanimous choice 
for our Man of the Year. No, it was after much debate and difference of opinion that 
Manoj got the nod ahead of so many other good performers, Indian sporrwitnessed in 
1993. Two Indian teams had a splendid year and both were high on our list. First the 
Indian Davis Cup team which shocked the world and themselves to enter the semifinal 
of the competition. Then, there was of course the Indian cricket team. They returned in 
early '93 from South Africa,beateabruised and a shattered lot. But by the end of the 
year they had crawled their way up to the very highest of pedestals. Series wins against 
Fngland, Zimbabwe and Sri Lanka followed by the annexing of the Hero Cup must rate 
as creditable even though some would like to point to the advantages of playing at 
home. If the Indian team figured on our list then the captain of the team Mohammed 
Azharuddin had to also. 

In early '93 Azhar walked into the Eden Gardens in what could well have been his 
last Test as Indian captain. His batting form and his record as captain were well below 
the satisfactory level. On November 27 Azhar walked out of the Eden Gardens with the 
Hero Cup in his bag, and he was the hero of the nation. In the course of those months 
he has done more than enough to redeem himself both as captain and batsman. 

Then there was Vinod Kambli. Opting to take the stairs and not the lift to reach the 
pinnacle of successes, the young left hander reached the top all right scoring runs as if 
that was the only thing he was born to do. 

There were others too. That unputdownable cueist Geet Sethi, successfully 
defending his world billiards title with the grace of the true champion, that he is. 

Mention must also be made of the dark horses,middle distance runner Bahadur Prasad, 
the only runner in the country who has the potential to compete at the international 
level. And there was one more gentleman: not a sportsman but a sports administrator. 
Jagmohan Oalmiya. In a country where sports administrators are very often the 
problem rather than the cure. Dynamic Dalmiya would be a good aa for others to 
follow. Apart from becoming secretary of the BCCl during the course of the year, he 
managed to bring the 1996 World Cup to the subcontinent, successfully organised the 
Hero Cup and made a breakthrough in Indian sport by selling television rights to a 
foreign network. 

But at the end of it all it was .Manoj Prabhakar, not only because he performed 
splendidly throughout the year, but more so by the nature and attitude in which he did 
it. Indian sportsmen have been for long accused of lacking that vital ingredient called 
fighting spirit. He may not have scored as many runs as Azhar or taken as many wickets 
as Anil Kumble, but Manoj has shown us what determination, will- power, and the 
desire to win is while striving to achieve perfection. And for this he is Sponsworld’s 
Man Of The Year for 1993. 

Andy O' Bnen 





Prabhakar is the kind of cricketer who resolve has been strengthened further and he 

would give you action, emotion, has worked harder to make the grade, 

abrasiveness, bad manners, profanity, back "My wife used to be very upset with me 

chat, inspired performances and most when I used to ^t up early in the morning at 6 

importantly, he'll give you results. a.m. and that too when I was not playing for 

He also likes to emphasise the fact that we India. She used to fire me saying, 'What's 

could have seen ail this a long time ago, if only wrong with you? You're doing all this for 

the scleaors were not so hnicky. "The first nothing; What are you trying to prove'? I just 
time I opened in 1984," he says, "I had got a told her that I wanted to come back. They 

good score. Then again, 1 opened a second threw me out for no reason. So I just decided, 

time with Ravi. After that I got a chance in to prove to them I had it in me to make it." 

1987 and scored a 100 against Pakistan. 1 

think that was the day when people should fY^ODAY he's made it and he steadfastly 
have rated me as an opening batsman. I acknowledges that he's not going to 

because 1 played against one of the best JL leave in a hurry. And when he does play 

attacks in the world." cricket, whether it is a Test or Karsan Ghavri’s 

It really did not matter because today benefit, he approaches his task with a deadly 

Prabhakar fills in so many roles as a cricketer seriousness. In fan it was while playing 

that it can get positively infuriating. How good Karsan Ghavri's benefit that Prabhakar's 
is he? Well, he's good enough to make you serious nature was put into perspective. He 

suspicious. And he's got this uncanny ability relates... 

when playing: he makes everyone around "Ghavri's benefit was an Indian team 

him look as though they're not trying hard versus a Rest of India affair. Ravi S hastri came 

enough. Failure itself has not been a stranger in to open the batting and as I bowled he 

to Prabhakar, but failure for lack of trying has stepped out and hit me for four. To add salt to 

never been the reason. And each time that he my wounds, the umpire called a no-ball, 
has fallen short of his own expectations, his While returning to my nm up, I noticed that 






my (cet were well within the bowling crease. 
This prompted me to question the umpire's 
decision. He then told me that Ravi iiad told 
him to call a no-ball off the very first ball of the 
match. Maybe it was in jest, but it got me so 
mad that I bowled conscctitive bouncers at 
Ravi. And then 1 told him 'If you think you arc 
a good batsman then prove it'. No match is a 
fun-match forme." 

There are two important traits that 
Prabhakar seems to possess. When he appears 
to be playful, it should not be mistaken for 
arrogance. The point is that when he is 
arrogant, there is no mistaking it. These traits 
can articulate two important facts; Prabhakar 
is quite special and he knows it. You cannot 
deny him his performance nor his 
contribution, so why should he? 

"People judge my character after seeing the 
way I play on the field," he says. "But yes, 
when you have achieved something through 
hard work, the person will in most cases, be 
aggressive. Because if you are a little flexible 
with people, then they'll jump on your back. 
You have an image and you must maintain 
that. You can't play aggressively on the field 
and behave like a demure little pigeon off it." 

His captain Azhariiddin too knows the 
value of the man and does not hesitate to ask 
him for advice in tight situations. "I feel proud 
when he does," endorses Prabhakar, "It 
means that he trusts me". He accepts it as a 
part and parcel of fame. Another accessory of 
fame is money but for Prabhakar who docs 


not flaunt his wealth, the money is incidental 
to his story. "I'm not very rich," he confesses. 

Manoi Prabhakar also have a wife (the only 
person who straightens A/m out) and a son, 
Rohan. He has failed to see his son growing 
up, thanks to the rigorous schedules of an 
international cricketer. He does try to ensure 
that his wife and kid accompany him when he 
plays matches at home, as was evident during 
the Hero Cup finals in Calcutta. 

"When I once went to England and came 
back after six months, I asked my son who he 
loved the most, and he said, 'My mummy'. 1 
asked him why, so he chirped up saying, 
'Because you're never at home'. That got me 
upset and led me to think that tomorrow he 
might start calling me uncle!" 

His wife on the other hand tries to strike a 
balance between the man and the passionate 
cricketer. She also has to cope with the ugly 
moods that he brings home when a match has 
been lost. "They get irritated, " Prabhakar 
confessed. "They can't put up with my bad 
moods. They tell me that, ‘Don't bother 
coming home if you're in a bad mood'. But 
what they don't realise is that for me, winning 
is everything!" 

Today Prabhakar dismisses his celebrity 
status saying that he's like anybody else, but 
he also does not want to fight against his fame 
with all his heart. It's a phase of life, part of the 
act: or as he says, "That's the way it should be." 

In his case, that's the way it's going to be, 
because he's never going to stop trying. ■ 
PHOTOGRAPHS RAJESH KUMAR 


Prabhakar with hit wHa 
Sonuitheroadto 
racognilion hat baan long 
ami hard. 
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WORLD OF TENNIS 


Year Of 
The S's 


Sampras, Steffi, 
Stabbing, 

Security, Sergi 
(asinBruguera). 
RICHARD EVANS 
looks back at 
tennis in 1993 


W HEN they look back, the year 
1995 will have very different 
meanings for Pete Sampras 
and Monica Seles. Seldom can 
fate have dealt two World No, 1 s such a 
contrasting set of cards. 

Sampras, poised at the start of the year to 
make the final upward leap, did so in such 
style that people were soon talking of the new 
Wimbledon champion as a player worthy of 
joining the pantheon of all time greats 
likeTilden, Budge, Hoad, Laver, Borg and 
McEnroe, many of whom Pete had idolised as 
a kid. 

Seles began the year at the top and no one, 
not even Steffi Graf, seemed capable of 
knocking her Irom that pedestal when she 
won her third consecutive Australian Open 
title at Flinders Park in .January. But then, in 
Hamburg in Ajiril, lunacy intervened. A man 
so fundamentally stupid that he had never 
understood theesserueof sporting rivalry, 
struck with a knife from behind as Monica sat 


in her chair at a changeover. It was the 
ultimate nightmare for professional tennis 
but, with tighter security, the game would 
survive. The still unanswered ciuesiion is- Will 
Monica? Physically, the scar will become 
insignificant, but mentally? We do nt»t know 
and, until she summons the courage to put 
herself back in the blinding glare of the 
spotlight, on court, in front ol thousands of 
people, neither will she At the lime ol 
writing, it was lar trom certain that she would 
be back in Melbourne to deleud her 
Australian crown. We can only hope this 
extraordinary player will not leave it tor loo 
long. 

In tile meantime, m a decision almost as 
reckless and stupid as the act itself, a female 
judge allowed Monica's attacker to walk Iree. 
Quite understandably, everyone in the lennis 
world from Boris Becker to Martina 
Navratilova, was outraged and there will, 
quite rightly, be an appeal, rhere is good 
reason to believe that the judge's decision 


The incident that shook the 
tennis world. (From left) 
Minutes after she was 
attacked Seles is still in 
a daze and is then helped 
by tournament doctors 
The security officers finally 
take care of Gunther 
Perche 
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retarded Monica's rehabilitation and it did 
sent precisely the wrong signals to any other 
lurking lunatics, desperately, pathetically, 
seeking their brief moment of fame. 

If Seles needed a role model, she needed to 
look no further than the exploits of that 
amazing Austrian, Thomas Muster, on the 
ATP Tour. Muster's horrendous knee injury 
on the eve of the Upton final in 1989 was, of 
course, different in one important 
psychological aspect in that it was the result of 
an accident caused by a drunk driver. 
Nevertheless, Muster was hitting balls from 
his wheel chair a few weeks after surgery and 
never, for a moment, allowed himself to think 
negatively about his prospects of a successful 
return to the Tour. The very next year he won 
three singles titles, including the Italian Open 
after a dramatic appearance on crutches at the 
Foro Iialico just twelve months before. These 
past twelve months have seen Muster utilise 
his battering baseline game, fueled by a 
demonic competitive si)iril, to seize no less 
than seven World Series titles in 1993. Muster 
is the Tour's non-stop action man, off-court ^s 
well as on, and offers as good an example of 
how to overcome adversity as Monica is likely 
to lind. 

The year had begun with the ATP Tour 
spreading to new locations, staging World 
Series events lor the first lime in such exotic 
locations as Doha and Dubai; Kuala Lumpur 
and Jakarta as well as in a town more familiar 
with the game, Marseille, where another 
lormer French player, Joan-Francois 
Caujollo, jerineu Gilles Moretlon, Dominique 
Bedel and Pascal Fortes amongst the ranks of 
successful young tournament directors. 




Boris Becker, bedecked in Arab head dtess 
won the title in Doha where the Quataris 
staged a splendidly opulent event, but 
although Boris won the Milan Indoors a few 
weeks later, an appearance in the Wimbledon 
semi-final was almost the only other 
achievement tif note for the German idol 
who, by year's end, would have dropped out 
of the Top Ten lor the first time since 1985. 

Ivan l.endl, a Top Ten resident since 1980, 
suffered the same fate despite a burst of the 
old, aggressive Ivan while winning the 
prestigious Seiko title in Tokyo in the autumn. 

But by then, the year's new names had 
already e.stablished themselves after bursting 
through like the new buds of spring. I had 
predicted a place in the Top Ten for Andrei 
Medeedev, the massively built teenager lioni 
Ukraine, by Wimbledon, but in fact he beat 
me to it. Winning back-to-back titles in Bstoril 
and Barcelona bclore going on to reach the 
semi-final at Roland Garros By then Sergi 
Bruguera was, of course, poised to claim his 
place in history with that dramatic five-set 


With Sein out of reckoning 
it was StefH Graf all the 
way. After winning her fiWi 
Wimbledon title aha went 
on to win the French Open 
and U.S. Open 


WORLD OF TENNIS 


Iriumpli over lini Courier in the French Open 
final. The Catalan had announced his arrival 
as a clay-court expert of the highest class by 
winning the Monte Carlo Open but, even so 
preventing Courier Irorn completing three 
successive triumphs at Roland Garros, 
revealed a greater depth of resolve and 
fighting spirit than many of us had imagined 
Bruguera possessed. 

At a lesser level, another name had popped 
out of nowhere was at the Nice Open where 
Marc Goellncr beat Stefan Edberg and Lendl 
on consecutive days to win the title. That feat 
earned Goellncr the Davis Cup singles berth 
vacated by Becker and although, the 
22-ycar-old German did little else of note on. 
the ATPTour in the ensuing months, his Davis 
Cup form, especially in the semi-final against 
Sweden where he beat Edberg again, was a 
revelation and proved to be a crucial factor in 
Germany's ultimate suctess. 

D espite a blip on the ATP computer later 
in the summer that would see Courier 
momentarily regain the top spot, it was at 
Wimbledon, not that far from Buckingham 
Palace, that the real changing of the guard 
look place. It was a moment that will remain 
pivotal in both men's careers, the moment 
Pete Sampras and .liin Courier met in a 
Wimbledon final. On grass, of course, the 
odds were always going to be stacked in Pete's 
favour,but even so the score of 7-6, 7-6, 3-6, 
6-3 showed that Courier was no push over lor 
Sampras and the realisation that he had been 
in with a chance and had let it slip, was to 
prove more psychologically damaging to 
Courier than one appreciated at the time. 

Because Courier is a highly intelligent 
realist, he knew, better tlian anyone else 
when he left the Centre Court that day, that 
Sampras, his boyhood friend and rival, was 
not only the new Wimbledon champion and 
World No. 1. but had embarked on a reign of 
supremacy that lint himself would be able to 
do very little about. No one had a closer or 
more intimate look at the Sampras talent and 
no one had a more profound understanding 
ol |iisi how multifaceted that talent was. 

Naturally, lor a proud competitor, who had 
enjoyed his lengthy period as the World No. 1, 
the realisation hit liard and although he won 
the title in Indianajiolis a few weeks later. 
Courier's year lell away, leaving him ranked 
No. 3 by the time he shocked his admirers by 
reading a novel at changeovers during his 
match with Medvedev in the ATP Tour World 



Courier slippvd at 
Wimbledoa, bequeatbad 
the Nol position to friend 
Sanwras and since then 
has boon trying 
unsuccessfully to regain 
the top spot 


Championships at Frankfurt. It was, f think, 
his ay of trying to release himself from the 
mental strait-jacket his single-minded 
competitive nature had forced on him. But he 
refused to share the reasons for his bizarre 
behaviour in the press conference that 
followed and was roundly criticised for his 
behaviour. 

By then, of course, Sampras had won the 
US Open for the second time and Courier had 
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lost in the round of sixteen to Cedric Pioline, 
the Frenchman who was to create one of the 
sensations of the year by going on to beat 
Medvedev and Wally Masur to reach his first 
Grand Slam final. The feat lifted Pioline into 
the Top Ten despite the fact that he had never 
won a singles title on the Tour, a strange state 
of affairs that had not altered by the end of the 
year. 

It was Sampras who ended Pioline's 



chances of making the ATP Finals in Frankfurt 
by beating him in the semi final at 
Antwerp—the tournament gave the American 
his eighth title of the year. Frankfurt was 
widely expected to provide Pete with his 
ninth but, by then, two hugely talented 
performers who had made slow starts to the 
year were in full stride. One, Goran 
Ivanisevic, had squeezed into Frankfurt at 
Pioline's expense by virtue of winning 
Bucharest, Vienna and the mammoth Paris 
Open in a blitz that rustled the autumn leaves 
all over Europe. But it was the late starter, 
Michael Stich, who stopped Ivanisevic in the 
semi-final at Frankfurt and went on to upset 
Sampras, thus succeding Becker as the ATP 
Tour World champion. Sampras had 
probably peaked one match too stMin, for he 
had l(M>ked invincible against Medvedev the 
day before, but, in front of an audience that 
was finally starting to forgive him fi>r not 
being Boris, Stich revealed an all-round 
ability every bit as comprehensive as that of 
his opponent. Stich ended the year at No. 2 
and suddenly Sampras had a serious 
challenger. 

For Stich, of course, the year was not done. 
Winning Frankfurt had been for himself but, 
in Ousseldorf two weeks later, he had to win 
fur Germany. Despite a surprisingly strong 
challenge from Jason Stoltenberg in a five-set 
opening rubiter, Stich did indeed lead his 
country to a resounding victory over 
Australia whose veteran captain Neale Fraser 
decided that the time for further miracles had 
(tassed and retired after 23 incredibly 
successful years in the job. 

Even then Stich aiuld not rest because he 
had his Grand Siam Cup title to defend in 
Munich but that proved one step too far for 
Michael who went down in a dramatic five set 
battle to the talented Petr Korda who 
salvaged something—a little matter of $ 
1,600,000—at the last gasp. Nevertheless, 

Stich had maintained his extraordinary 
record of having got at least as far as the final 
in every event he had played in Germany in 
the previous twelve months—a string that 
included winning die Stuttgart Indcxsrs, the 
German Open in Hamburg, Frankfurt and the 
Davis Cup while reaching the final in the 
World Team Cup: ATP Tour evoits in 
Munich and Stuttgart (outdoors) and the 
Grand Slam Cup. Another Wimbledon title is 
high on the list of pos»biiities for Stich in 1994 
as his battle with Sampras promises to reach 
new heights. 



12 




The heal the ()nsi ai'h his 
ePiotifti’s lake theii toh oi' 
Sergi Snigiiem after hi; 
vV'ins ihf; french Open He 
cnelrf no* raise tus game to 
that stsiidarti again djfiig 
the year 



Born Backor did a lot ol aaal cearcliHig, bataiili 
could not getlbe wiimiag touch. Tho result he 
drof^iedeutfromthaTofilO lor the first time since V 

I NEVITABLY, Steffi Graf became tbc 
dominant player on the women's tour once 
Seles was sidelined, winning all three 
remaining Grand Slam titles and the Virginia 
Slims Championship at Madison Square 
Garden. But by then, Conchiia Martinez, by 
winning the Italian Open and two other titles 
in America, had proved that Arantxa 
Sanchez-Vicario was not the only woman 
player in Spain while Martina Navratilova, 
adding titles in Los Angeles and Oakland to 
her lengthy list, refused to allow the passing 
years dim her enthusiasm. 

But more important for the women's game 
was the emergence of Mary Pierce, tall, proud 
and powerful, asa new personality of genuine 
promise. And some way behind Mary tome 
the prodigies who have barely made it into 
their teens, like I '1-year-old Martina Hingis 
who played so well while losing to Mary Jt)e 
Eernandez in three sets in the Trophee dc la 
Femme at Cap d’Agde at the end of the year. 
The women's game needs stich precocious 
talent but it must be patient. Stories about 
Jennifer Capriati and unsubstantiated 
shop-lifting charges were almost as sad as 
what happened to Monica Seles. 

Overall it was a diflU ult year htr the game as 
it tried to defy the economic realities of the 
recession in Europe, the United States and 
Japan. The success of Michael Chang iti 
opening up a vast new market in China by 
winning the inaugural Beijing Open was the 
the least of the year's plus points, but new 
ideas are needed and above all, the players 
need to be aware that they, too, have a 
responsibility for promoting their sport. ■ 
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cer 'W. -• SKf IfM, the Flas^0Stm fromj&rway 
w January 5, Calcufta Jai^y S, audMarsao, Goa0nuafy Tl, ff94 


i ' Bndboven aad now SKF 
you the flash Gordons 
w stars like . Konay 
of Honmy's stunning 
ing round od WoHd 
itm of the team, 

: iiR(fer 21 tern), 
md^ of this year's 
I flatiaal temnj, Kum 
ftfomier league), Kf^ 


many odiers. 


Get ready to watch the giants of the lug league 


in action. Get ready for super moves, super 


goals, super skdk, super Hir^. Get ready for 


Super Soccer '94. 
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LOOKING 


BACK 


1933 


IM iti hnC EaiiWi aMm Ml B 
basliBg MfiNMilin aaliaaal Mr faflad IB 
Mlily fvlha WoiM Cap.(BelM pician 
Bhoim actiaa fraai tha ite FA Cap final hi 
which Anaaal IM SiaffiaM WaBBUday). 
Olhan wha lait aat for a barth hi lha Warid 
Cap iacladad Franca and Eara^an 
chanipiaRf, Danmark. Taamt lifcn Italy. 


ArgaaiiaBaBd Bwna Brazil (pidBra an riplil 
ahawa Bnrilian nlar Rai hi acBna aganml 
Twatid c ha nwhiaa SamiaayL laftthair 

In EaraM, aaocar tank a baathif aff Hm Bald. 
Baail Bati'a paal mBltX AC **Uan pan 
maraailla tha Earapiaan Cap (botM ri|^) bat 
lha Francb cliA wara bit by acandala and 
aBapanahma tamiahinp lha hnaga nf tha gama 
intmcantiBani 




























Then why drive a car that 
doesn’t perforin 100%? 


Even the so called premium multigrade 
oils in the market arc not enough to keep your car 
performing at its peak. There is still a big gap 
between what your engine delivers and what was 
built into it. 

Now, for the first time in India, 
IBP Caltcx Limited offers you a solution to 
span this gap. A hi-technology engine oil called 
Caltex Advanced CXT. It keeps going where 
others leave off. 

Caltex CXT surpasses the most severe 
performance tests of America, Europe and Japan - 
it’s API SG, CCMC G-4 and Japanese SG. It’s 
ideal for the newest turbocharged or mult'valved 
designs. We don’t know of any petrol engine in 
the world that demands more than what Caltex 
CXT can deliver. 

Obviously, to create an oil like this 
costs more. But then you are getting the world’s 
finest engine oil to help you avoid expensive 
losses in power, engine life and wasted 
fuel economy. 

Push your car towards 100% 
performance. Go for Caltex CXT |^’ 
right away. 



The Star You Can Trust 



Available at IBP petrol stations in select cities. 


Redlfluslon/Del/ICUl 1493 SW 
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(Ull):Fn«isto*MAIiMici(.a15-ywr-«ldfnmGanM^riM4BabiBS|4arti«liw 
miiaamg ararM, aMh« aam Earapaaa clMBvkiaskiii goW awdiris (aai ttiaa waiM 

fWoiris)talMrglaBioaiaaBloaia . . _ . . .. 

(Taat Tlwra wera liwaa t m a rw to ttw F anaa la Oaa MfcaH Hwyaar. Tlw <o wia*aa 
AlaiaFM (rigM) aad Ms flyiag ancWaa; Iha lalaal aad gaaraalaad Mata ncM of 
Ayttoa Saaaa IcsMia) and tkt dwHaaga ffom aswcoaMts Hka Daam Hill (MO aai 
MUdwalSctamchar. 



Mbargic yaar. Tlw anMcgaaca af Lanaox U 
atop M agaMm Fmk Bibm in tha 7 Hi ranad aiHw iitsl-awsr all-BrilWi baatmanighl 

I tWe fMiO wastMi naiy b i gl ili g M . Tha ‘Ha g ea t at B aaaiwa' H gM h a t w a a n C aaada r HalyBaM 
% aadWddicfcBawatania d aaHabaaeiaasicafilliHaiynaidtagainiagMttillB a aii d i t aa icI i 













Ai^nv AsIm rtscinii iImi iMMiis wofW SO 
Mch tiM WMMm M iwys won te 
AUS rihbML DM* atm nAM «N inMd aW 
■aa at iaAiaa ctidMA Piaiaaaar DaaAaf aad 
faciaa drivai Jaaiaa HaaL 
RatifaaMal laAhaA IIm apaftiaa waiM at 
Brta»afcara.ia c l a < i a B ha ifcalh aHrtar, 
■Mckaal 'Ak' Jarriaa. la Mia, cawaliar 
halMaa. K. SriUuodi dociM Ikal "foopla 
haow ON OB a cridialw, aowf lol liNai hMMr 
aw as a baswaaaaMTfar crickat h waa 
atawot fika lha ooi of an era: Vw Ridwrda. 
laa Boihaai, DaM Gower. Maicalai 
Mairiwii aH alayad Ifceir laat flanws 







f eopte an over file world 
for decades have used jute 
for most of d«eh pacdcaging 
requimnents. bis stnnL 
duiriile, ecoBomicatana 
rehdble. Use of iute has 
increased oonsdaab^ as it 
is bicKlegradaUe and diis 
makes it enviroRment 
friendfytoo. 

The'Golden Hbre'is so 
versatile tiuUitcanbe used to 
manufacture endless 
products. Beddes traditional 
products like hesaian, 
saddi^ yamand twine, 
exports also include 
innovative items like oupets, 
furnishing hdxks, soft 
handkcafti, jute 


waU hangings, 
decorations, maWmathiigi, 
floor ooveihigs and 
geO'texdes. 


jute has thus opened new 
4oon for mammcturets as 
weflmektMiien. 












I^ope of a set^onmfft fh%t^ ^ 

to bring the problaim :to Hgnt, ws 8hoA4 fin^lti 


"In Effect, I Have 
Retired From Tennis!" 

The AIT A's vindictive attitude brings Ramesh Krishnan's tennis career to an 
unpremeditated end interviewed by partab ramchand, madras 


r ^ 





SPORTSWORLD: Your decision to quit 
in protest is by any yardstick quite a 
drastic, even dramatic one. What forced 
you to take this action? 

RAMESH KRISHNAN; The AITA had taken a 
particularly hard position vis-a-vis the players 
particularly after Frejus. They virtually left us 
nothing to negotiate. They did not heed our 
legitimate requests. They have now even 
decided on the venues and the surface. For the 
match against USA it left me with a take iH)r 
leave it-situation. It really left me with no 
option but to quit in protest. 


When did you come to know about 
Ramesh Desai's 'malicious' statement. 




as you have put it? 

Shortly after 1 came to Madras 
on November 27. 
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Would you say that Desai's statement 
was the proverbial last straw on the 
camel's back given the sour relationship 
between the AITA and the leading tennis 
players in the country? 

The statement probably hastened my 
decision, but actually it was a lot of things put 
together. Overall, I found no improvement in 
the attitude of the AITA towards the players. 
For example, at the Nov 22 Executive 
Committee meeting, a new captain was 
chosen. The venue and the surface was 
decided, and we (the players) did not come to 
know about anything till after the decision 
was taken. 

You mean Jaideep Mukherjea never told 
you about the surface or the venue for 
the match against the USA? 

Jaideep talked to me on Monday night a day 
after the meeting (it was Tuesday morning in 
India). He gave me the news of his selection as 
captain. 1 congratulated him and said that it 
was good news. We then talked for a while 
and as he had just become a grandfather, I 
felicitated him on that count too. We had a 
pleasant little light conversation. But there 
was no talk on thf surface or the venue. I 
came to know of New Delhi as the venue only 
after I landed in India on Saturday (Nov 27). 

Why do you think the AITA has this 
hostile attitude towards the players? 

There is a large communication gap between 
the AITA and the players. The AITA wants to 
make all the decisions. We (the players) have 
no say whatsoever in any matter. That was the 
way the world over before tennis went open 
in 1968. But since then, player power has 
increased in other countries, they have a say 
in a lot of matters, and even run the 
tournaments and so on. But in India, the 
attitude of the officials still remains like it was 
before 1968. They have not moved along with 
the times. Moreover, now the stakes are 
higher with the recent successes of the Indian 
Davis Cup squad. And that has ntade the 
communication gap even more pronounced. 

Your withdrawing may not help matters 
much. Don't you think you should have 

Ranwib Kriibran: a farawall withaul aay qualms 



I have proved 
myself over and 
over again. And 
so I felt that it was 
best that I quit 
Moreover, I feel 
that I am 
withdrawing in 
the best interests 
of the team. I am 
die focal point of 
the current 
controversy 










Tba Kritbnans: tha treasun 
trovaof Indiaatannia 


R.K. Khanna is the 
AITA president 
The top man. So 
he has to take 
overall 

responsibility. 
Give me one 
player who hasn't 
had problems 
with him? I stand 
by what I said 
earlier. That in the 
best interests of 
Indian tennis, Mr 
Khanna should 
resign 


so 


stayed on and fought the issue and 
proved that you are not unfit? 

Well, there were two options. One is 
according to the lines you have suggested and 
the other is the kind of action I have taken. 
But then, what is there to prove? I have 
proved myself over and over agairt. And so 1 
felt that It was best that I quit. Moreover, f feel 
1 am withdrawing in the best interests of the 
team. 1 am the focal point of the current 
controversy and by getting out of the way, 1 
hope the situation will get better and the 
morale of the team will be higher. 

Do you honestly believe that? 

Frankly, I don't see the relationship getting 
any better with the present set up. But my 
withdrawal can't make the situation any 
worse, that's for sure. If as you suggest 1 had 
stayed on and fought the issue, it might have 
dragged on and affected the players and made 
the present atmosphere even worse. 

Why do you think Ramesh Desai had 
taken so long to make his charges? 

Why don't you ask him this question? In faa, 
at the statement, I issued at the press 


conference 1 put this question to him. I have- 
not heard anything. I certainly wouldn't mind 
knowing his answers. 

You hold R.K. Khanna responsible for 
the sorry state of Indian tennis. Can you 
elaborate on that? 

Well, he is the AITA President, the top man. 

So he has to take overall responsibility. Give 
me one player who hasn't had problems with 
him. 1 stand by what I said earlier. That in the 
best interests of Indian tennis > Mr Khanna 
should resign. 

Do you feel that the AITA has made such 
statements because they feel you are at 
the end of the road and are expendable? 

I would not like to speculate on that, but 1 
guess the statements arc all part of the 
hardened attitude of the AITA which as 1 said 
has increased since Frejus. 

Do you think that the AITA subscribes to 
a divide and rule policy? 

Well, 1 guess tackling one player individually 
is a lot easier. Collective bargaining is always a 
tough thing to encounter. 


SCORP NEWS 






I NDIAN tennis never had it so gbod in 1993. Bur then on the flip side, Indian tennis 
never had it so had either. Unfortunately, the controversies, th^ ego problems and 
the hankering over payments far outweighed the performances of the Davis Cup 
squad who managed to reach the elite last four stage in the premier competition among 
tennis-playing countries. 

When we sit down to analyse the enormity of what we achieved In the Davis Cup 
this year, we can only blink our eyes in disbelief. Convincing victories over Switzerland 
at home and over France, in France, served to silence even the volatile aides who had 
crowed that Indian tennis was dying a slow death. That was then... 

Today if the same aitics were to announce their death sentence over Indian tennis, 
there would be very few people who would have the gumption (or pride) to even raise 
a voice of protest. The malady sadly lies, not with the tennis players per se but with the 
organisation that runs tennis in India: the AITA. And their running of affairs has been 
nothing short of shoddy and unprofessional, despite their attempts to prove otherwise. 

What has gone wrong? Just about everything, should be the appropriate answer. 

The numerous problems—both personal and monetary in nature—would be difficult 
to encapsulate but if one is looking lor the villain of the entire episode (or scries of it) 
then the finger of damnation would point towards a certain Mr R.K. Khanna, president 
of that august tennis body. 

The problems if touched upon chronologically, could take up more space 
thanhas been designated for this commentary. But a couple of new facts could be serv¬ 
ed up to the public for their opinion and interest. 

For example, how many people are aware of the faa that the AITA, hard pressed to 
pay a vast sum to the players (an amount that they deserve), made an unexpeaed 
demand for guarantee money from the Chandigarh Lawn Tennis Academy (CLTA). It 
is alleged that the AITA took an amount somewhere in the legion of 28 lakhs as guaran¬ 
tee from the CLTA, and then afterwards asked for more, presumably because they had 
to pay the players more than they had expected. That the CLTA refused to cough up the 
extra amount is another matter altogether but one cannot help but marvel at the 
audacity of the AITA in times of crisis. But then, they function in strange ways... 

Or let us for that matter stop to analyse the hierarchy of the AITA: It starts and ends 
with R.K. Khanna of course, but there are others who are part of the furniture, like Mr 
Ramesh Desai, secretary, Mr Subhas Marriya, treasurer and Mr Anil Khanna (presi¬ 
dent in waiting?). These are the men who have been entrusted with the task of dictat¬ 
ing the fortunes of Indian tennis. But how many of them have played aaive tennis dur¬ 
ing their life span on this earth? None. They arc people who juggle around with figures 
and words but come up short on personal interaction. And on the other side, we have 
Naresh Kumar who was only a honorary non-playing captain and is a member of the 
tennis body with a fancy designation like honorary vice president but without any vot¬ 
ing rights. 

There are a couple of other amusing instances which cropped up while conducting a ! 
case study on the AITA. Like how Mr Khanna, elated at India's win over France in Fre- 
jus, magnanimously announced that he would hike up the prize money to Rs six lakhs 
on the way to the airport. The oecupants of the car in which he was travelling and who 
had more to do with the team's win than Mr Khanna. were rather bemused at bis gestu¬ 
re. The point is, why be magnanimous? It's not your cash. 

Or the fact that the AITA has decided to reward Naresh Kumar for his services by pre¬ 
senting him with a bill for Rs 45,000 for expenses incurred (for the benefit of the team) 
during the tie against Great Britain. 

And then again, should we laugh at the faa that Ramesh Desai‘schlldlike-r4>ui ! 

damaging—statements against both Ramesh Krlshnan and Naresh kumar were made 
only because 'Ramesh had said that the AITA officials were almost happy that the leant 
lost in Chandigarh,' Or should wehe angry? 

Our emotions have run dry. we'rebored, plain and simple. Maybe the AITA should 
explore fresh grounds for controveray. Or better still; give us a break! 

Robih Ghattarjee ■ 




Sports 
Body Of 
ThoYear: 
TiioAITA! 

A bri^post-mortem 
on the tennis 
body and its latest 
mess-ups 
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'it's Tough 
To Step 
Into IViaresh's 
Shoes..." 

...Says the new man 
in the hot seat: 
Jaideep Mukherjea 


JaMMp HMdiariM: ha hat 
the umnviiUa lath af 
BHMitd iiifl a taan losathar 
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SPORT5WORLD; Ramesh Krishnan's resignation from tlie Davis Cup squad 
has been rather sudden. Stricdy from the Davis Cup point of view^ow will 
Leander cope without Ramesh? 

JAIDEEP MUKHERJEA: That's a very tough question. I know that Leander has of late 
been depending a lot on Ramesh during Cup ties. But tennis is an individual game, so 
Leander has to learn to rise above such situations. Ramesh had to go one year or the 
other. The team will miss him, I will miss him but we have to leant to do without him, 
now that he has decided not to play. Leander now becomes the No. 1 player in the team 
and therefore his responsibilities will increase manifold. We have to build a team for 
the future, because with Ramesh not being there, next year, it's going to be very tough. 
I'm being frank, our chances of winning against America are very limited, so I'm 
looking forward to the play-offs, which to me is very important. That's going to be my 
real test. If we win that, then we are in the world group and the new Davis Cup format 
next year might be to our advantage. 

You now have the task of organising the team, and In terms of immediate 
choice, you have Gaurav and Zeeshan. Who's going to be the second singles 
player? 

It's too early to say. The tie is in March and there are a lot of talented youngsters coming 
up. There's Vasudev Reddy and he had a good season last year. I thinx I can only lake a 
decision after 1 sec a couple of Satellite challengers. But for now we have Gaurav and 
Zeeshan who are more or less of the same standard. And who I play depends on a 
particular moment, op individual form, who's fitter, how he's played the circuit etc. In a 
way the team's performance may be a bit disappointing without Ramesh, but as a 
captain, there is no pressure on me as such. Secretly 1 hope we can do a repeat of Frejus. 

The experts are already comparing you to Naresh Kumar and his track record 
as captain. Does that put a lot of pressure on you? 

Yes, it obviously does. Naresh has done a great job, he sort of moulded the team 
together. He didn't have Ramesh in the first few matches. India lost, but after that 
Ramesh came in and things started looking up. The players have a lot of respect for 
him. Naresh, incidentally, was my captain when I played Davis Cup for the first time. 
It's going to be lough to step into Naresh's shoes, but I'm quite confident that I'll have 
the respect of the players and I hope I can do as well as Naresh has done. 

Do you think that the captaincy should have come much earlier to you? 

1 was expecting the captaincy after Vijay, when they gave it to Naresh Kumar. At that 
time, I had certain differences with the AITA and I resigned. I was younger then and I 
thought my Davis Cup experience would get me the captaincy, but in retrospea, 
Naresh was a very good choice and I was busy with my own coaching and things like 
that. So obviously 1 wasn't bogged down then. 

It is a tough Job for someone to get the captaincy of a team which has been 
broken up by controversy? 

1 think that these problems should be basically soned out across the table and not the 
way it's happening. I personally would not like to dwell on the controversies, rather 1 
would like to focus on the tennis ,the Davis Cup. 1 would like to try and build 
a team. Ramesh is not there. If he was, then it would have been great, but since he's 
not, life goes on. 

For the best interests of the team would you send out a personal message 
asking Ramesh to come back? 

Knowing the Krishnans and Mr Khanna, 1 doubt they will come to a concrete 
settlement. I,on my part would Hketostate that there isa selection cdmmitteebuii if the 
AITA tells me to call him .up and ask him to reconsider. I'll do it. He's an asset to the team. 
Interviewed by Robin Chatterjee 


How has your personal relationship with 
Khanna and Desal been over the years? 

Well my relationship with the two had 
actually started since my return to the Davis 
Cup team in 1991. During my earlier playing 
days, people like Dilip Bose and P.L. Reddy 
were the secretaries. 

Khanna was the secretary during my 
father's playing days and also during the 
tenure of the Amriiraj brothers. Over the last 
two years 1 would say that my personal 
relationship with them has been little more 
than 'hi and bye'. There has not been much 
interaction. 

Though you have said you are only 
withdrawing from the team in protest, 
in effect it could mean the end of you as a 
player, right? 

Effeclively it could mean that I have retired, 
yes. 

So the decision couid also mean the end 
of you as a player on the ATP circuit? 

In effect, yes. As you arc aware, I had cut 
down on my tournament schedule in recent 
years. And 1 was only playing in order to be lit 
for Davis Cup play. Now playtng 
pro-tournaments would no more be the focal 
point of my career 



What steps would you advocate to better 
the relationship between the AITA and 
the players? 

Well, as I said earlier, there is a 
communication gap between the two sides. 
And lor a start, the AITA would (io well in 
taking the Indian Tennis Players Association 
(ITPA) into confidence They should work 
together collectively for the good of Indian 
tennis. I mean one side should not dominate 
for so long. Take ihe case of Neale Fraser, he 
represetits both officialdom and the players. 
He has been a player himself and so 
understands the players' problems. But Ik- 
also has a good relationship with Tennis 
Australia . He is an ideal go-between. Why 
can't we have a relationship like that in India? 
But as I told you, the AITA position is 
hardening. The very fact that they have 
decided on the surface and the venue in the 
match against the USA testifies to this. Ir 
indicates a shift in policy, for as you know, the 
players have always been consulted on these 
matters before. 

Any chance of you reconsidering your 
decision (to quit)? 


No. I am quite clear about my position. It is 
final. 


R.K.KIianm;Man 
without ■ facu 


You won't reconsider even if Desai offers 
you an unconditional apology? 

(Laughs heartily and says nothing). 


The relationship between the AITA and 
the players has been strained for 
some time now. But the payments issue 
brought things to a boil, right? 

This might be true to a point but overall it was 
the shift in policy and the hardening attitude 
of the AITA that probably made matters 
worse. Their antagonistic attitude has 
alienated the players. Handing across a 
contract and saying "sign or else" is hardly the 
approach officialdom should take. 

With your departure, don't you think the 
future of Indian tennis is bleak? 

1 would not want to take an extremely 
pessimistic view but there is no doubt that a 
lot ol rebuilding will have to be done. Indian 
tennis may virtually have to start from 
scratch, so to say. ■ 


•• 

Desai's statement 
hastened my 
decision to quit 
But actually it 
was a lot of things 
put together. 
Overall, I found no 
improvement in 
Oie attitude of the 
AITA towards the 
players 
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THE OLD 


CRUMBLES 




looking 


BACK 


ORDER 

FIDE, the world chess federation, under 
direct assault by the world's best players, 
have to rethink in order to survive 



BV DEVAN^H^HL^PATfA. ; . 


T he old order inevitably changes 
giving way to the new, but the 
transition is painful for all concerned. 

It is proving that way for chess as 
Fide last year belatedly recognised that 
time-tested organisational methods must be 
reviewed and overhauled in rapidly altering 
circumstances. 

Since 1948, the world championship has 
been controlled and managed by Fide which 
organises both the qualifying events and also 
the challenge matches. While the umbrella 
organisation comprising elected 
representatives from over 150 national 
federations does a commendable job gening 
financing for the less glamorous events of i he 
three-year cycle, it is now paying the price for 
not trying hard enough to market the more 
saleable world title and candidates contests. 

Top professionals have always felt that they 
were sold short by Fide in title matches that 
could have fetched more prize-money, 
greater media attention, and better playing 
conditions. In the Sixties, Fischer boycotted 
the world cycle and his antics in 1972 resulted 
in a quantum jump in prize-money and 
playing conditions. 

Fischer was an aberration in an era 
dominated by Soviet players who had no 
forum to voice their resentments. In any case 
tliey were privileged citizens who got a lot of 
support and subsidies from the USSR Chess 
Federation. 

World chess is still dominated by players 
from that part of the world, but they no longei 
have problems about voicing opinions 
regarding better conditions. Nor do they get 
anything like the same measure of support 
from their national federations because of 
worsening financial conditions. 

Also, there are a significant and growing 
number of first and third world citizens such 
as Nigel Short, Viswananthan Anand, Gata 
Kamsky, Michael Adams and others who are 
realistic candidates and pure professional 
players operating in an uninsulated 
environment. They have to live and eat off 
their earnings. They are by definition bright 
enough and hardworking enough to have 
reached the top in other professions. They 
will, inevitably and quite justifiably, compare 
the rewards they get from chess with what 
they could earn in other walks of life. 
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Vichwanathan Anand; 
officially ranked No. 2 in 
the world. Ho n sorely 
going to bo a challenger U» 
Kasparov or Karpov in the 
future 


1994 may see a 
stalemate. A 
head-on 

confrontation may 
be avoided now, 
but players may 
eventually face a 
harsh choice of 
playing either 
PCA or Fide events 
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Champ-P^^wer 
Lung Power^^^ 

Protect your lungs with SMG-HAI Pollution 
Control Mask. 

This durable,detachable and washable mask is a must for two-wheeler riders, 
industrial workers, patients of asthma, bronchities, cardiac problems, E.N.T, 
kidney, TB, anaemia and other diseases. It is also essential for children and 
pregnant women ! It is even prescribed by doctors. 

So protect your near and dear ones from the excessive 
pollution that has engulfed the metro environment of 
which 60% is from poisonous automobile funtes. 

Wear and encourage others to wear SMG-HAI 
Pollution Control Mask. 

It'll be championing a good cause I 

SMG Group 

Manufacturer of SMG-HAI Anti-pollutant fuel saving device. 

SMG-HAI Technocrats (P) Ltd. 

195A, Sarat Bose Road, Calcufta-700 029 Phone: 763434 





Shocking as it seemed, when Garri 
Kasparov and Nigel Short walked out of the 
Fide organised world title match in 
Manchester, to set up their own title contest 
in London, in hindsight it was inevitable. The 
fact that they could do it successfully under 
the aegis of the Professionai Chessplayers 
Association showed that there was, at least, a 
grain of truth in their accusations that Fide 
had not got the best possible terms. 

Fide also held a hasty world title contest 
involving Anatoly Karpov and Jan Tiniman. 
That ran into problems which were 
eventually resolved, but Karpov the official 
world champion made less money than Short 
the defeated PCA challenger. Fide also 
overreacted by hastily banning Short and 
Kasparov from their title cycle and stripping 
them of their titles and ratings. So we now 
have the piquant situation ol two world 
champions rather like the setup in boxing. 

in eftecl, 1994 may see a stalemate. The 
Fide candidates cycle starts soon and involves 
many of the same players who will be playing 
in the PCA cycle which occurs later in the 
year. A head-on confrontation may be 
avoided now, but players may eventually face 
a harsh choice of playing either PCA or Fide 
events tgo-hassles will further complicate 
matters lor Fide President Florencio 
Campomanes and Garri Kasparov both have 
strong personalities and make no bones about 
disliking each other. 

Assuming they come to the negotiating 
table, both have significant bargaining 
counters. Kasparov, who is unquestionably 
the best player in the world at the moment, 
has the ability, at least in the short term, to 
organise financial backing for any event in 
which he is involved. He already has 
commitments for sujiport from several 
well-known corjioraiions. He also has 
innovative ideas on making chess more 
accessible to a large audience. 

Fide, on the other hand, has resources 
spanning the entire planet and the ability to 
organise any conceivable chess event. Like all 
large organisations, it takes a while to get into 
gear, though this PCA-match will 
undoubtedly have spurred more focussed 
activity. At the same time, there will be a 
certain air of farce about Fide-matches v/hich 
do not involve Short and 
Kasparov—especially the latter. Eventually 
the situation may be resolved, as it was in 
tennis, with PCA and Fide learning to co-exist 



and merge their strengths as the ATP and ITF 
did. One sincerely hopes that will happen 
sooner, rather than later. 

W orld chess cannot continue to gtow 
without Fide. There is just noway in 
which the PCA can ensure that all the 
age-group tournaments and the Continental 
world junior title events and the Olympiads 
continue to be played. Unglamorous as these 
may be, the would-be Kasparovs and Shorts 
of the 2 1 St century will need that exposure A 
pyramid which has Kasparov, or Karpov, or 
whoever at the apex must have a base of 
millions of enthusiasts. What the PCA can do 
is ensure that events are professionally 
managed, which Fide tournaments are 
sometimes not. Also they could suggest ways 
in which revenues can be generated in the 
process by novel means and professional 
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worldwide 
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exceeded 
perhaps by soccer 


marketing. 

With rapid imprnvemcnls in information 
technology and computerisation, it is 
perfectly possible for matches to be played, 
commented and watched real-time by 
intercontinental audiences. The PCA match 
proved that and reached a huge audience by 
TV capsules and cable-subscriptions. Do not 
forget that chess in worldwide popularity is 
exceeded perhaps only by soccer. This is a 
dimension that has not been exploited at all 
by Fide and they should give serious thought 
to ways in which this huge potential audience 
and sponsors can be exploited. It is perfectly 
plausible that in less than ten years. 
Grandmasters meets will be played by 
participants who never see each other. The 
transmission costs would be a lot less than the 
transportation costs for the players. Revenues 
would also be greater given a wide audience. 

Coming to domestic affairs, Indian 
chessplayers can look back on the year as 
fairly successful. Anand, now the official 
world number two after Karpov, was in bad 
form during the interzonal. He still succeeded 


in qualifying for a first round Candidates 
match against Artur Yusupov whom he should 
beat. Saheli Dhar won the Asian Girls and the 
British Ladies Championship. Suryasekhar 
Ganguly bagged his second bronze medal in 
the world age-group event. The world junior 
was organised smoothly at Calicut though the 
home players did not do anything of note. 

There is now a growing and welcome 
awareness among younger Indian players 
about the importance of organised datahased 
analysis. Post-Anand, the first welcome sign 
of a qualitative change in attitude was the 
willingness of youngsters to take on any 
foreign opposition, paying no heed to 
reputations. As Anand moves further on the 
n .ad to a possible challenge for either, or both 
world titles, the Suryasekhars and Sahelisare 
starting to emulate his methodical 
preparation by searching through datahased 
game-collections for the strengths and 
weaknesses of potential opponents. That 
should start to pay off in improved results in 
the future. • 
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DAVIS CUP FINALS: GERMANY VS AUSTRALIA 



THECUP 
RUNNETH 

OVER 


M*rc Gotttiwf had 
Germany on its teat, but 
fromberti's upset win had 
the ostiim hnstied tor a 
White 
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Germanyr deprived by the presence of 
Boris Becker but bolstered 
nevertheless, by the obvious talent of 
Michael Stich won the Davis Cup for 
the third time 
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T he greatest surprise in 
Dusseldorf on the first 
weekend of December this 
year was not that Australian 
Davis Cup captain saw fit to drop 
Wally Masurand replace him instead 
with Jason Stoltenberg, ranked lower 
than Masur on the ATP computer. The 
greatest surprise was not, then, that 
Stoltenberg took former Wimbledon 
champion Michael Stich to five sets. 
Nor was the greatest surprise the fact 
that Mark Woodforde and Todd 
Woodbridgt were beaten in the 
doubles. Or that Germany won both 
the reverse singles to take the Davis 
Cup with a 4-1 margin. 

The greatest surprise was that Neale 
Fraser, the man synonymous with 
Australia's tennis fortune both as 
player and as non-playing Cup 
captain for 35 years, would choose 
Dusseldorf to announce that he was 
stepping down. Fraser, 60, has been 
part of the Davis Cup history since 


1958. He graduated from player to 
captain, taking over the latter post 
from the legendary Harry Hopman, 
and steered the Australian Davis Cup 
team to victory four times—m 1973, 
1977, 1983 and its last championship 
win in 1986. His team was also 
runner-up twice, in 1990 and again to 
Germany this year. Just how much a 
part of Australian tennis was Fraser? 
Todd Woodbridge summed it up best, 
saying Fraser had been with the Davis 
Cup team longer than Woodbridge 
had been on earth. (The score; Fraser, 
35 years; Woodbridge, 24 years old.) 

"He has led us, he has shown us team 
spirit, he has shown us how to play 
under pressure. Today he showed us 
how to lose wuii honour," 
Woodbridge said. 

There had been some speculation 
about Fraser's future over the past 
couple of years. Last year, there was 
the first real challenge to his 
leadership when former Davis Cup 


player John Alexander (now a tennis 
commentator (or Channel Seven) 
charged that Fraser's style of leading 
was tired and uninspired and that the 
players needed a change of direction. 
Was Alexander interested in the job? 
Yes, he was. The issue was contested 
hotly by the challenger, who lost out 
to Fraser in a close vote. 

Fraser continued as captain this 
year, while it was suggested in certain 
quarters that he might step down at 
the end of 1993. Certainly he gave no 
hint of what his plans were, staying 
dose-lipped until the end of the final 
against Germany Then, when he 
finally announced that it was all over, 
Fraser's comjiosure threatened to 
crack and the emotion of the moment 
seemed to weigh him down. He said 
the loss to Germany played no pan in 
his decision to step down and stressed 
that he had made up his mind long 
before the first ball was struck in 
Dusseldorf. "I didn't want it to distract 
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us in our task of winning this Davis 
Cup," an emotional Fraser said. "So I 
want to make it absolutely clear that 
my decision is not a result t)f 
Australia losing. I had decided to call it 
a day whatever the outcome. I think 
35 years as a player and a captain is 
enough and the guys will probably be 
served by many other fine 
Australians. But 1 do feel obligated to a 
son of lifetime commitment to the 
Davis Cup, as a player and as a captain, 
to do whatever I can to funher 
enhance the competition." 

The Dusseldorf final was Fraser's 
74th Davis Cup tie (his win-loss 
record now stands at 54-20). Fraser 
the player was no mean achiever. The 
man the whole of Australia knows as 
"Frase " might not have the overall 
stature of Ken Rosewall or John 
Newcombe, but in the six years he 
played the Davis Cup since his 1958 


Naale Fratar Amtralian tamin' 
fatharfigwa 



Tha Maat of Todd WooArMga and Mark 
WooMardawaalhatiifaiagiioiiittMkich won 
Garmanythalia 

debut, he had 18 viaories while he 
was only beaten three times in 
Australian colours. He won three 
grand slam titles on the world singles 
circuit, the 1960 Wimbledon crown as 
well as the 1959 and 1960 US titles. 

According to Geoff Pollard, 
president of Tennis Australia, Fraser 
leaves Australian tennis with the 
legacy of a great team. "He leaves it 
with a team spirit that I think is second 
to none in Davis Cup competition," he 
said. 

While Australia might have been 
outgunned by a superior side in 
Dusseldorf, there were two 
interesting points to be made after it 
was all over and the Cup that 
commemorates the memory of 
American Dwight Davis. The first is 
that Germany's tennis programme, 
post-Becker, has succeeded beyond 
their own wildest dreams. The second 
is that Michael Siich could 
conceivably be challenging Pete 
Sampras for the world number one 
spot in the not-too-distani future. 
Germany were unable to call on 
Becker for their Davis Cup encounters 
this year, as the three-time 
Wimbledon winner had decided to 
concentrate on his singles 
performance. In his absence, Stich 
proved that Germany still had what it 
took to beat the best in the world, 
winning the championship for 
Germany for only the third time in 
Davis Cup history, after the triumphs 
of 1988 and 1989. "When Michael 
Stich plays better than that on clay I'd 
like to see it," said Fraser after the 
final. "He played every shot in the 
book, he was very self-confident and 
he knew that he had the opportunity 
to win the Davis Cup for his country. If 
he's not the best, he's in the best one 
or two." 

Stich, currently number two in the 
world (at the time of writing he had 
just edged out Jim Courier), said the 
fact that Germany had won the Davis 
Cup had yet to sink in. but added, "If I 
never reach number one I will still be a 
very happy person." ■ 
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Conning Of Age 

Indian motor sportisaU set to zoom off into a bright future 
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T he countdown has begun. The ?7th 
Indian McDowell Grand Prix for cars 
and motorcycles will take place on 
Jan 30th, and Feb 6th, 1994, at the 
Irungattukottai Madras Motor Sports Club 
tracks. 

About six Formula 3 cars will fight it out 
along with 24 single scater Formula Maruti 
cars. There will also be the ubiquitous two 
sealer McDowell 1000 Formula machines. 

The MMSC circuit is the only racing circuit 
in the country which has been approved by 
FISA and FIM, the international bodies, 
controlling motor sport. Previously, the tracks 
at Sholavaram had become a great success. 

"I have never really missed a Sholavaram 
race in my life," says race driver of the fifties. 


GEOHGt I RANCIS/SCORP NFWS 


Gopal Madhavan. These tracks have been the 
nursery for some of India's best drivers like 
Vicky Chandok, Vijay Mallya, Ganesh, Madan 
and Sherrif Dyan. At that lime, in the fifties, it 
was a costly sport, meant for the rich and the 
elite of society. 

In the seventies, this trend continued. 
Although more and more machines and cars 
were imported from other countries, the cost 
factor continued to be prohibitive and it still 
did not attract widespread popular attention. 

But things changed in the eighties. And 
nobody epitomised this new change more 
than S.Karivardhan from Coimbatore. He 
took up motor sport as a hobby, and tiis car 
called, 'Black Beauty’ was a terror on the 
tracks. A mechanical engineering graduate 










from PSG college in Coimbatore and a 
master's degree in machine designing to his 
credit, Kari (as he is affectionately called), 
started the Super Speed Co. The ultimate aim 
of this company was to develop a new car for 
the Indian circuit. 

His dream was fulfilled when his 'solely 
designed' car made its debut in February, 
1989 in the McDowell Grand Prix. The car had 
a standard SOOcc engine, which generated 
about 45 blip at 5000 rpm, and so could easily 
touch speeds of 150km/h. It had a lour speed 
gearbox. 

"We wanted the drivers to just buy the 
shell," says Chandok, who is in charge <>f 
marketing these cars, "remove the engines 
from their cars on the week-end and race This 
Lould make racing cheaper and accessible to 
more [u’ople. We had a bit ol luck when the 
Maruti Udyog people tame forward in a big 
way and offered the engines ai factory prices. 
So we used them. The cat cost only Rs.68,000 
then. But now, with the increase in 
component costs, it costs Rs.I..50,000." 

The cars have had a good response. So far, 
about 50 cars have been sold. And now 
Karivardhan is working on a nc’w I OOOct car. 
Again, there was good news when McDowell 
the liquor company came lorward to sponsor 
It The cost of the car is Rs 2,06,000. Bui now, 
it has been subsidised to the extent of 
Rs.80,000 lor the participanis by McDowell. 
They have also undertaken to sponsor the 
pri/e money for this class of cars, lor the first 
three years. Ol course, all this has been 
possible because ol the personal interest of 
Mr. Vijay Mallya. 

"If more companies can come forward to 
help us financially, then we could create more 
classes of cars," says Chandok. Right now, 
Karivardhan and Chandok aie busy building a 
third car called the Formula Lakshmi, 
powered with Isuzu machines. "This would 
cost about Rs.4.5 lakhs," says Chandok "and 
it is expected to be ready soon." 

What has also aided the growth of motor 
sport m the country has been the beautiful 
new tracks at Irungaitukotiai "When we 
were racing at .Sholavaram," says Gopal 
Madhavan. who is also a member of the 
MMSC; committee, "there was always a threat 
that the airfield would be laken away by the 
Navy. If we lost Sholavaram, then that would 
be the end of motor sport in India. That was 
why we started looking around and began 
thinking in terms of our own tracks It was not 
an easy task and after going through sc-verai 


possibilities, the Irungattukottai site was 
chosen." 

Almost 18 years ago, a small bit of the 250 
acre land was bought. The income from the 
Sholavaram races, which was about 
Rs.50,000 - 60,000 per season was used to buy 
the land in bits and pieces. 

"Tile land needed was a rectangular shaped 
one," continuedMadhavan, "but since the 
MMSC could not afford the costs, the land 
other than the circuit was bought by 
individual members. We increased the 
distance ol the circuit from 5 kms to 3.7 kms, 
according to the specifications of FISA and 
FIM, and now the track is suitable for Formula 
3 race's." 

Is there any move to upgrade the track to 
Formula one level > 

Gopal Madhavan replies wistfully, "Fven 
.by a conservative estimate, the development 
of the track to F 1 would cost about Rs.25 
crores. So, at present, we are more interested 
to develop the F3 circuit lirst." With the active 
work of MMSC, with new tracks, with 
veteran drivers lending a hand, motor sport is 
all set to zoom off to a promising future 
George Francis 
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I N the course of the year did you notice that sport has become big 
business around the world? And during 1993 did you notice 
that everyone wants more and more sports coverage but no 
one wants to pay for it? In a bizarre sort of fashion, the global sports 
boom of the Seventies and Eighties became an absolute explosion in 
the Nineties, yet can you name me one sports publication (except, 
perhaps, 'Spans Illustrated'and it's been a while since I looked at 
their latest balance sheet), that actually makes a PROFIT? 

One of the big sptnoffs was the advent of colour television, which 
helped make sport even bigger than it was around the world. From 
there sprang aggressive marketing of sport and Australia showed 
the world how cricket (specifically night cricket in the heady days of 
WSC) could be sold and sold successfully to the masses. 

You want your product sold? Well then, you haul ass and sell it to 
the masses with an advertising campaign and sales strategies and 
promotional gimmicks. Australia proved that sport could be 
j packaged, hyped, and sold as an upmarket status symbol. And 
I Australia didn't prove it in the Eighties or Nineties, it proved it in the 
Seventies, when the whole notion was fairly primitive 
k Sport on television is prime time stuff. So where do the 

advertisers flock when they want to flog a product I To the prime 
sports shows. Advertising spots during the Barcelona vtlynipics cost 
more than all the houses on my street. Yet, for some strange reason, 
no one wants to spend big money on advertising in sports sections of 
the print media. 

The newspaper that I work for, 'The Sunday Age' is now four 
years old, which is four years older than a lot ol its early critics 
thought it would be. It has established itsell in terms ol quality 
journalism, in terms of circulation and is close lo making a prolit as 
well. The advertising pours in at a fairly rapid rate of knots, yet not a 
lot of it is for the brilliant 24-page sports section (no, that's not a 
misprint, it really is 24 pages). So if you think that it's only Indian 
sporting publications that get the rough end of the suck from 
advertisers, console yourself with the thought that the problem 
exists everywhere else as well. It's a situation 1 have never been able 
to understand because it brings me back to the old, 

" will-sport-on-television-kill-sports Journalism" question'^ 

Naah. Let me tell you why. There was never any danger that live 
sport onTV wiuild kill the written woid. My theory is that the 
opposite IS true. Live sport on TV whets the appetite for the written 
word. It's not just the perpetual interest in sport; the human ego is a 
large part of it all For instance; you watch every ball bowled during 
a one-day international. The next day you still pick up the paper and 
see what the report on the match says. And at the end of it, if the 
writer has shared your feelings and observations on the game, you 
have the satisfaction of knowing that your assessment waS shared 
by a professional, trained observer of the sport. And if the writer's 
view doesn't mesh with yours? Well then, you have the satisfaction 
of thinking what a bloodv idiot he is. 

See what I mean? Television will ensure the continuing 
popularity of the written word. Hopefully, advertisers around the 
world will agree with that soon.a 
David McMahon 

Worldwida fame cama to thosa poopio only bacauoo of livo taloviiion covorago of 
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talovision, as has boon tho case of Staff! Graf (c) who holds aloft the 1993 US Opan 
trophy 
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I have nev^spoken SO free 
or honestly to the Press before. 

B ut after 15 years of cricket, 1 have' \ 
nothinqto hid 













Cricket 
for Sunil Gavaskar 
isn’t everything. 
It’s the only thing. 

Choice 

of the right equipment 
isn’t everything. 
It’s the only thing. 

SG. 

The only choice. 
Where cricket isn’t everything. 

It’s the only thing. 
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH 


SPORTS WORLD: Once upon a 
time, you were Kapil Dev, 
the cricketer. Today, you have assumed 
a different status altogether. As far as 
the media is concerned, you are most sought 
after. Wherever you go people follow you. You 
topped a recent opinion poll in India which was 
conducted 'who's the one person, you would like 
to meet'? You beat BiU Clinton. Kapil, why is this 
happening? 

KAPIL DEV: 1 can't pinpoint it to any specific reason. 
Perhaps, I am easily accessible to the people. I don't 
know from which angle people judge me. I 
can personally put it down 
to three or four reasons. 

I've played such a long time 
for the country, kept 
playing cricket at a high 
level consistently. This has 
put me in the public eye, 
coupled with the faa that I 
probably have not been 
involved in any major 
controversy which could 
have pulled me down. I 
also pul it down to the faa 
that I am a simple human 
bejng and just another 
citizen of this country. 

Perhaps it's because you 
are a simple human 
being. Devoid of any 
starry airs and an ego. 

Like I said, il is difficult to 
look for a reason. 1 don't 
know what people look for 
in me. I think if you are at 
the lop, you should 
remember that it doesn't 
cost much to be a little 
polite and nice to the 
people. You can still say 
no' to the fans. Say,'sorry 
please don't ask me for this amia ■ ■■ 0 

or that because I'm not I LJ L J 

capable of doing certain | | | jj^ ^j| ^ 

things'. But you don't have 
to be rude while saying , - j l — 

these things. 1 try to * llaVG OBV 

poirte^Theta rhooestly h 

undemeaih all that fame g yf after 15 Vei 

and glitz, we are all normal . * 

human beings. Yes, we flOtninQI tO i 

have a special ability to_ 

perform better than others INTERVIEWED BY ROt 



THE GODFATHER 

I have never spoken so freely 
or honestly to the Press before. 
Byf after 15 years of cricket I have 
nothing to hide or lose 
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than others in a specific field—mine being cricket—but 
that does not mean we can afford to have fancy 
airs about that. 

You've played your cricket through different 
eras. In fact you started out in one of the most 
controversial and colourful eras of world cricket. 
How come in an age when fast bowlers were 
aggressive and foul mouthed, their aggression 
aided by the lack of a bouncer rule, you have 
managed to be cool, calm, collect^ and easy 
going? 

As far as my temperament is concerned, 1 give a lot of 
CTedii to my family background, and gomi friends. 

My folks are simple'but 
straight. Whenever 1 went 
wrong—or when 1 still do, 

I rather than saying that 'No 
you're righi' they don't 
think twice before telling 
me that I am wrttiig. And 
■'there are limes when 1 get 
upset or fed up. It could he 
for any personal reason: 
cricketing t)r with the 
crowds when I want to 
relax with iny own people. 
When 1 sit down to eat and 
people disturb me, my 
wife, if she's artiund, 
reminds me that 'you have 
to be polite'? Whenever 1 
do something wrong, my 
friends don't hesitate to 
ct)me forward and remind 
me that. No 'Kapil, that's 
not you.' St) I think that my 
family, friends and a good 
group of people around me 
help me in keeping my 
mental balance. They keep 
reminding me that I like to 
be a simple person and 1 in 
turn try to be that way. 
a _ iMB ■ There are only two 

H n IJ t D people who have 

I lltll brought about a total 

amount of cricket 
awareness in the 

)oken so freely country.one 

Press before is...(interrupts)Meand 

my 'best friend' 

f cricket I have (referring to Gavaskar, 

■ laughing). 

O r I OSe Correct. There are some 

_ -'** _ who want to emulate 
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there are some who want to be Kapil 
Oev. Every fast bowler wants to be like you. 

The reason for this is very simple. People are influenced 
by what they see on TV or hear in the commentary. 
People are constantly trying to emulate others, or be 
like other personalities. Even 1 sometimes want to do 
that. 

1 remember starting out as a last bowler in an era 
when there were specialist spinners who were winning 
matches for the country. The trend then was spin 
bowling. Then I came along, played in a lot of matches 
over a considerable period of time. This served to 
remind your kids that fast bowling give.; cricket a 
different perspective altogether—short-pitched 
balls, hooking, bowling 
bauncers. It's very exciting. 

These are factors that can 
influence youngsters. A 
prime example of this is the 
WWF contests that are 
shown on TV. 

There is so much of hype 
and juiblicity that precede 
or surround it, that young 
people ate easily 
influenced. Kids fall for 
things that are aggressive 
or positive. In this 
rcsjiec t, I led that I have packed up all these ingredients 
and given it to them, more than the other guys have. 
That's the reason. 

You've also given them those 40(Fodd wickets to 
think about? 

That you can only get if you play the game. If you don't 
play coiUinuously for 1 years you will not get it 
anyway. 

You've always tried to maintain a clean and 
uncontroversial image both with the media and 
the public. People are aware of that too. You 
yourself take a lot of trouble to try and keep 
things that way. Why go through all the trouble? 
When you're in the public eye, you become an example 
for other iK'ople to follow. People want to mould 
themselves beeping someone in mind Cricket today is 
a very audience-friendly sport in the country and the 
cricketers themselves have a larger than life image. In 
such a situation, it iseasy for the cricketer to do what he 
wants and get away with it. And at some point or the 
other, the public may try to follow what he has done, or 
is doing. In this situation, the personality must be 
reminded that he has some responsibility towards the 
country and his countrymen, and he must try to live up 
to their expedaiions. That's how I personally feel. 
You've reached the highest point of your 
cricketing career; a standard that a lot of people 
might find difficult to emulate let alone retain. 


Has Kapil Dev, the son of a middle-class family 
from Haryana, reached the end of his dreams? 

I never had a dream like this, you know. 1 never dreamt 
that 1 would be so close to becoming the world's No. 1 
bowler. It never occurred to me even m my dreams. I 
can only translate it this way: I played cricket with a 
purpose. To play for the country. But as time went on, 1 
realised that 1 was a far better cricketer than 1 had 
imagined myself to lie. I saw the writing on the wall and 
1 told my.self that I had the talent, but could I put it all 
together? It so happened that 1 did. 

I come from a very good middle-class family, with 
very strong ideals. A lot of planning and thinking went 
into my parents' minds when they brought 

me up. They were 
organised in their 
approach, they had K i be. It 
wasn't easy for them it> 
re-settle m India after the 
partition especially after 
you have grown used to a 
particular way of life. It was 
hard. But nevertheless, my 
father, mother and my 
brother did a great job, 
before I came along. After 
that all of us have managed 
to do well. We have 
all helped each other along the way and I 
think we achieved our goa|s through our sense of 
family ties and togetherness. 

Now that you're on the verge of realising your 
ultimate dream in cricket, what are your future 
plans going to be? 

I would just like to tell you one thing. 1 would like to 
stop playing when I want and at whatever time / want. 
At that pojnt, 1 would like logel away from cricket forat 
least a couple of years. To have a total break from 
cricket and s|)end time with my family and my parents. 

I just feel that I have neglected them a lot, thanks to my 
cricketing commitments. But then again, nobody 
pushed me intji it. 1 went into it consciously and 1 liked 
it. I love the game, I love sport, so in this case it was just 
a mutual agreement with my own sell. But now I 
realise that I would like to devote nuire time to my 
family, do a little business and live a good life. 

In fact, that's a very important priority for me. To live 
life the same way in which I am living today, once 1 stop 
playing. Not in terms of fame, but financially. In fact, 
money is very important to me. One should have a 
decent amount of money. Of course, you can't have it 
by putting your hand on your hips and saying,"Look I 
played, so I should get." No, I have to work hard for it. 1 
like to work hard, but in my <mn pace and in a 
comfortable way. 

You are still physically fit. Probably fitter than 


i' 


I 


The media projected me as a 
simple country lad. They called 
me a Jat, bhota. I used it to my 
advantage. I don't think that the 
press was right in their 
assessment of me. They 
questioned my mental 
capabilities so I took their 
opinion and used it to further my 
needs and goals 









many members of the Indian team. 
Why don't you just call it quits and relax. Your 
good name will see through... 

But I don't want to do it that way! 1 don't want to live on 
niy good name alter I slop playing. 1 personally don't 
approve living like that Everybody has goals and plans 
and I don't want to live on what I did in the past and 
cash in on my name and the beiielits that come along 
with it. 

Okay, granted that the Indian jmhlic has always been 
nice and accommodating with me. I (lersonally feel that 
even though I have not played well sometiim-s, even 
though 1 have had a rough time with the crowd 
sometimes, people have still accepted me. ll"! go to the 
bank, or go shopping, J see pc-ople smiling at me and 
that for me is the biggest thrill. It makes me feel that I 
have achieved something worthwhile in life. 

Money. It seems as though you're obsessed by it. 
You always keep stressing on its importance.. 

I think we are all hypocritc-s in that sense, you know, I 
think that everybody likc's to have money, but if 
somebody else makes money, they want to make a big 
issue about it saymg.'Ooh, he's so rich. He's got so 
much money, he's got a fancy car c-tc'. But 

tragically, people newer _ _ 

care to understand or find 
out how much work has 
gone into actually earning 
all that cash. They only 
look at the final jiroduct, 
which is hartl cash and 
they start talking. 

It seems as though 
you've been a sitting 
target for these kind of 
people? 

Yes. And I've also seem a number of my colleagues go 
through situations like ifiai. All this Ic'ads you to think 
that your name sometimes is bigger than your pocket. 
Tliere are some sportsmen who have done extremely 
well for themselves, specially cricketers. But there are 
others who are immensely talented, but are yet unable 
to make a living out of their sport. 

But I'd like to emphasise that it is very important to 
have money, in order to lead a good lifestyle at the cmd 
of your career. 1 mean today, we are all pampered by 
everybody and that is what really worries me. Because 
what happens if tomorrow the people are not there and 
yoti have to do things by yourself? It can lead to a lot of 
fi list ration lor a lot ol people. Wfiich is why, 1 try not to 
lool niysc'll. 

Do you think that you could face this situation? 

Who knows? II1 try to maintain my lifestyle, work hard 
and make good money, ifien I don't tliink so. If 1 can't 
do that, then it will Ix’ bad. You have to have a certain 
standard of living. I kn<*w 1 do and 1 would like to live 


Of course, there is very little 
cricket left in me. Why only me, 
everybody knows that...you 
have to live with the 
system...New players will come 
and we will clap for them and i'll 
be there sitting in the stands 


like that. If my standards come down, then it can be a 
little disturbing. Those frustrations I have seen in so 
many cricketers. It can really affect you. 'Fhis 
frustration makes a lot of them do a lot ol wrong things. 
They come out and make cra/y statements, do crazy 
things and all this can be disastrous foi them. But if they 
had organised their lives well, then they alone will 
benelit and they in turn can live in peace 
Are you as rich as people think you are? 

What do you think? 

I think you're rich... 

Ilowdo you inteqiret the word ri< h. Thai's what I 
would like to know I (ould be ru h at heart. 

Financially. 

Money, I don't know If I have a bungalow, it doesn'i 
matter if it can fetch a lot of money m the real estate 
market, ymi still can't say that I'm ru h I mean, that is 
where you live lor (iod's sake' 

But your lifestyle is definitely higher than say X,Y 
or Z. That wouldn't be possible if you were not 
rich. 

Sure my lifestyle is higher than someone else'sand it's 
true it's not because of my earnings from cricket. But 
cricket has l>een the majoi source or reason for 

my other sources ol me o- 
me. Tvedonea lot ol model¬ 
ling, 1 do a lot of business, f 
am a director of a lot of com¬ 
panies, 1 have a hotel and f 
am advisor to a lot of com- 
panieThat way 1 am well 
organised. But make no 
mistake, 1 have worked 
hard for all this. And f am 
not ashamed to say that I 
lead a more 

than comfortable life. No, I lead a liappy life and I 
have no complaints, f don't want to be a 
hypocrite. I think that cricket has given me much more 
than 1 could have dreamed of. 

What does money mean to you? 

It is the means to a gdod life, a good lifestyle. I like to live 
well and to live well you have to have money. Some 
people like to have a lot of money in the bank which 
they use later on. But I feel that numey in the bank is no 
g(H)d to me. I like to have a car, I enjoy that. People ask 
me why I hav . sue h an expensive car? They say that if I 
sell it, 1 could do a lot of things with the cash. But I feel 
that this is my life and if I don't enjoy myself at a young 
age, then when will I ever be able to do it. I've worked 
hard for all this. It's a different way of thinking. I want 
to enjoy whatever 1 have. I don't compare myself with 
anyone else. But if ever I do, then yes, 1 am better off 
than a couple of them. Why be a hypcxrile! 

Why not just retire? Why live life at such a hectic 
pace. It's Impossible to get 15 minutes of 
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your time. If you retire 
tomorrow. I'll probably -'' 

get a much bigger inter- ■■' -'•'''■^'’W 

view from you... 

Yeah sure, but I feel that as 
long as is permissible, I'd 
like to be an active person. 

And 1 think that people, 
especially the common 
man, start their careers at 
the age of 10. Bui we 
cricketers Stan contemplat¬ 
ing retirement at that age. 

We tell ourselvesihat we 
are almost 60-years-old. 

It's hinny. 

But 1 have to admit that 
being in the public eye docs 
have Its better rnomeiits 
Like ior instance, working 
for chanty or the earthqiia- ! 
ke relief fund I still don't 
know where all the money 
is going to go, or who IS 
going to pocket all the cash | 
in the end, but to iny mind, 

1 feel that I've done my 
duty. I hope the money 
goes in the right direction 
so at least oureflorisaie 
not wasted. Similarly, 
other things may crop up 
tomoriovv and the da> 

after and il we can't fulfil LIKES TO SE 

our commiimcnts while _ i-iMio i oC 

we are at the top, 

then when are we going to do if’ It's good 
il people look up to yon for a good cause. I'rn very patrio¬ 
tic in that sense and il I can do somet hiiig, then why not ? 
Whose advice do you take when it comes to mak¬ 
ing important decisions in your life? 

No one in particular on a day-to-day basis. But someti- 






SHE LIKES TO SEE THAT I DO NO WRONG" 


” w absolutely sincere to 

5 Not entirely. On a scale of 
100,80 per cent perhaps. I 
feel that I could have been 
more sincere than what I 
have been. But I have not 
been a 100 per cent. Social¬ 
ly, 1 keep late nights someti¬ 
mes, 1 do things which 1 am 
not supposed to do Someti¬ 
mes I'm serious about rny 
training schedules, but 
then again 1 put my head 
back and go cra/y with my 
diet. These things arc tem¬ 
porary temptations, but I 
give in to them and it only 
makes me question iny sin¬ 
cerity in the end, I could 
have improved further if I 
kept a tight rein on myself. 
^ What are your greatest 
weaknesses? 

Good food. Good living. 
Also perhaps the way 1 pro¬ 
ject myself. A lot of people 
still believe that I can be tak¬ 
en for granted. When I'm 
in a group, I go where they 
go or do what they do. I 
don't try to assert myself. I 
_ _ do those things because I 

I DO NO WRONG genuinely like to do them. 

Like go to I he coffee 

shop, a bar where I can have a quiet drink 
with my fnends I like to do those things. I have a weak¬ 
ness forall this... 

But 1 thought you were a simple guy? 

Yes, underneath all that, 1 am a simple guy. A simple 
guy who craves for the good things in life. 1 like a good 


mes I do consult my wife because she is a very stable per- | music system, that 's simple enough. 1 want a good 

son. She's always there with me and most importantly | house, some good paintings. 1 like to collect little pieces 

she likes to see that 1 don't do anything wrong. I can feei | of crystal, go shopping, wear nice clothes. 

that this IS always what she tries to do, 'Ki koi galaat I You sound absolutely materialistic.... 

kaam na kare'. 1 I'm not materialistic...I'm particular. ’ like to have a 

They say that behind every successful man Is a i good bed, a good bathroom, a gt>od kitchen. I'm very, 

woman... f very particular. 

Well, I wouldn't like.to give any unnecessary credit to | 1 still say you're materialistic. Were you deprived 

my wife or to anybody else. But I woulc like to agree | of all this when you were a kid? 

that there arepeoplewhoare always by my side, no mat- | No, no. After the age of 15,1 never ever depended on 

ter what 1 do. In ific end it all depends on how balanced I my parents. 1 lived on my cricket scholarships in school 

you arc. You must know that your fame's only tempo- 1 and in college, 1 never, ever took pocket money from 

rary and you have to use your talents in the right I them. In that respect, I was not a burden to them. From 

direction. * ihe very beginning I went to gtmd restaurants, to nice 
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he juices are drying up but you flash a faint smile. 


s 


weat trickles down your face, you're burning with heat. 


B, 


'ut your .stml’s singing, you’ve got grit in your feet. 

Y, 

lou re 


through with the second. Your limbs feel like lead. 




our lungs they’re bursting. Bknxl’s rushing to your head. 

Y., 


you go ahead and give it all that you’ve got. 


A 


nd ytm go for the third. Yes, nothing short 

I 

Jt’s life saluting you becau.sc you ran for a cause. 

Y, 


hen in your ears there’s a thunderous applause. 


ou ran against yourself. You heard that inner call. 


Y 

lou won agains 


against yourself: the sweete.st victory of them all. 


Yu are what v.su are because you honestly 


do believi 


In yourself...your heart...and fhs p«w»r to ocMovo 
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places, wearing nice clothes. 

I'm very conscious of the good things in life. I perso¬ 
nally like a lot of comfort. If I spend 80 per cent of my 
life or 50 per cent of my life in my home or in my office, 
I'd like to ensure that these places are comfortable. I 
don't like to sit in a dump and work. And if 1 can afford 
to change things around me, then why not? 1 never like 
to pretend that I don't like this or that, or I can't alford 
this or that, ff 1 can alford it, why not have it? 

Can Kapil Dev digest criticism or does he run 
away from reality? 

No, I seem to take it pretty well. Of course.sorne of the 
criticism is unwanted. But the fact that I can take it pro¬ 
ves my point.Some of the criticism doesn't always come 
at the right point and when it is actually supposed to 
come. It docs not comeat all. A lot of people ask me why 
1 don't react or say anything. It is because my job is to 
play, while the critics'job is to criticise. I don't have to 
prove myself to anyone who has written negatively 
about me. I've done my bit, I know what 1 am capable of 
and if I've achieved something then I alone am satislied. 

Recently before the Hero Cup started, a lot of peojile 
criticised me saying that I wasn't bowling well. But that 
was true, I wasn't bowling well and they had the right 
to criticise me. No, but they did more than that they said 
that 1 was finished. So when 1 bowled well in the linal, 
they changed their stance and that's when 1 laughed at 
them. The point is, that I don't have to prove niysell to- 
anybody after playing lor 15 years. 1 just warn to play 
and share my experiences with the boys if they are will¬ 
ing to get something out of it. 

You have a very positive image with the media. 
You've got them eating out of your hands. Is it 
natural or is it part of your famed PR qualities? 

Well, there are times when I would like to believe that 


though they're guilty. They must remember that it is 
their job to criticise, just as mine is to play cricket. We 
are btith doing our duties. 

Apart from the record it is said that you are exten¬ 
ding your cricket career merely for financial gains. 

Are only cricketers making money? No, they're not. 
And what's wrong with making money, is a question I 
cannot understand. Somebody asked me in an inter- . 
view on Zee TV if I made money. I said 'yes and what's 
wrong with that'? If it's wrong to rnakt-money then the 
Tatas, Birlas and the rest should all be blacklisted. 

What is important is how you make the money. 
Thai's very important. I sweat it oui on the held and if I 
can make money after that. I'm proud of it. I don't want 
to hide that. It's not that somebody gave me a lotteiy or 
something II somebody says that I make money and 
why can't I share it, then I'll tell them that nobody sha¬ 
res money. It's up to the administiaiion. ihe govern¬ 
ment, the system to ensuie that eveiybody gets their 
dues If a prolessor goes on strike forcasli, tlien it's 
understandable, if a doctor goes on strike, it's under¬ 
standable, similarly an engineei. But it a cricketer or 
any sportsman talks about money, then people say that 
we only have money on our minds. 1 mean il that's the 
case, then the organisation should tell us that since you 
play cricket, we've decided to look alter you lor the rest 
ol your lile. Hut no, they are not w'llliiig to do that 

I've seen former cricketers who i aiinot even allord to 
take their friends out lor a beer oi a cu|> ol loliee. But 
when they jilayed lor tlieit country, they gave eve¬ 
rything. 1 personally wouldn't like to be in that 
situation. 

If you were not a cricketer do you think Kapil 
Dev would have been a successful man? 

I could have lived a comfortable lile if I took uj) some 


my PR is indeed very good. But everybody wants to 


business. True, I may not liave been so famous. 


improve their public rela¬ 
tions! Still, as far as the 
media is concerned you 
can carry your PR up to a 
point. I mean, these are the 
very guys who have travell¬ 
ed with you for 15 years, 
watching every match you 
play. If they start writing 
negative about me, 1 can't 
tell them to 'Get lost, you 
so and so'. No, they have 
written a Uii oi good things 
about me too and 1 must try 
not to forget that. 

However, ev'cn il they do 
give me bad press, the 
peojile in question must 
remember not to avoid me 
as though they're guilty, 


"WE ARE TOTALLY DIFFERENT TYPES 
OF CRICKETERS" 



but I would have been pros¬ 
perous. As far as my name 
and fame is concerned, no, 

1 don't think that I could 
have managed to build all 
that up. 

There are times when 
you sound a little vain.,. 

There are limes when I try 
to live like just another sim¬ 
ple human being, with per¬ 
haps a little more 
enjoyment. I would like to 
be happy and 1 would like 
to ensure that people 
around me are happy 
too...even my servants. I 
wouldn't like to see my .ser¬ 
vants give me my morning 
lea with a long face. What 
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What is the use of all this if 

the people who are working with me cannot be happy. 
If they can't be happy, 1 would ask them to leave and go, 
but go smiling. 

Are you afraid of growing old at some time? 

In any case I'm not so young anyway. No, I'm enjoying 
it. 

Do you have any faults that you would like to 
confess to? 

1 cannot say 'no'. 1 feel that I should be more strong and 
and not swayed so easily. 

My 'no's' have changed a 
lot over the years, but in 
the beginning it meant a 
weak 'yes, okay, maybe 
we'll do it'. Today I have 
learnt to say no' with a 
finality. But this was one 
area where 1 was 
vulnerable. 

Do you sometimes 
think that because of 
your intense and 
almost non-stop cricketing career, 
you perhaps missed out on the better things in 
life? 

Oi course. But the point is, that in the beginning 1 was 
so devoted to the game, I was blind to everything else. 1 
dill not have time for anything. But then as 1 said 
before, all this was done by me consciously. That was 
the reality of the situation. I was a simple person then 
with lofty goals and I didn't regret anything. The only 
tragedy was that the media played up my simplicity too 
much in 1978. 


Sunil is no great friend of mine, 
but over the years you build up 
relations with people. We were 
colleagues. He has his own life 
and I live my own. Hat's off to the 
press (for building up the 
Kapil-Gavaskar controversy) 


up and speaking my mind on topics other than cricket, 
then they feel uncomfortable. 

And you feel good about it... 

I like the fart that I've proved them wrong. I feel happy. 
Even when the critics condemn my performance on 
the field, I feel good when I can prove them wrong. 

You don't like losing... 

I hate losing. I've acquired this quality from my parents. 
I've got my toughness from my mother and my 
kindness from my father. I know what I am. I don't like 

to say it in words, 

I like to prove people 
wrong through my actions. 
This is a old joke: When 
God was making the 
complete Indian fast 
bowler, he picked up 
some soil, breathed life 
into it and said, 'Ja 
puttar. Tussi Kapil Dev. 
Desb ke liye naya bail 
pheko'... Is your talent 
God-given 

1 admit 1 was talented. Bin I've seen more talented 
cricketers than me. However, I did not find ihem to be 
as hard working as 1 was. I did not sec that 
determination. There are quite a few who have faded 
away. Like for instance. Laxman Sivaramakrishnan. 

He, to me, is the most talented.cricketer that I have ever 
come across. There is also Maninder Singh and 
Sadanand Vishwanath. In companson, whatever I am 
today is only because of tny unwavering focus. 

People are curious to know what Kapil Dev has 
done for his fellow cricketers. 


Does that mean that you changed over the years? 

The media projected me as a simple country lad who 
came from Haryana and all he knew was to play cricket. 
They called me hhois (simple). But over the years, 1 
have used the media's opinion to my advamage. In 
rctiospect, I don't think that the press was right in their 
assessment of me. So I took their opinion and used it to 
further my needs and goals. 

People called me a Jat and questioned my mental 
capabilities saying 'Woh toh sirf cricket khelsakta hain' 
(all he can do is play cricket) and they still maintain that 
point of view. 

Maybe it had something to do with the fact that 
in your formative years you did not know how to 
speak English? 

Well, 1 was a shy young fellow. 1 didn't come from a big 
city. I came from a place where people are basically 
introverts. Sure, I was not very good at 
communicating, but as time went on, 1 learnt. But 1 
don't think that 1 was dumb. I don't know whether the 
press agrees with me on this or not, but that's 
immaterial because today when they see me opening 


r Who am 1 to say that I have done this or that. Why 
should I say itIf you do anything for someone, you 
j; don't publicise the fart. But yes, 1 would like to see that 
people who played cricket wit h me over the years are 
comfortable. That does not mean I'm going to give 
>: them money from iny wallet saying, 'Here take, enjoy 

V yourself'. No. I can lend the money for a while if 
I someone needs it, btit not otherwise. But there are 
certain things that we, the senior cricketers, can do in 
order to help out the youngsters. Like advise them on 
contract money, logos etc, A lot of senior cricketers 
i have helped out in this respect. 

But tell me, how can 1 help othei cricketers? What 
I do they expect me to do on a personal level. 1 don't 
I know. The point is that I cannot understand what 1 am 
P supiHised to do. 

I Like for example, if a cricketer in need comes to 

I you for help... 

I If I am in a capacity to help him, I will. If not, I won't. 

I Are you charitable? 

Not always. 1 like to do good t hings for people and for 
I the country, bitt not alwaytl for free. 1 also have to look 
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after myself. I'm ambitious too. 

Coming to cricket. Today you are the oldest 
member in the Indian team. There are some guys 
who are kids compared to you. Does it remind 
you of the days when you made your debut. Of 
the hard grind. What do you tell them? 

I've always told the youngsters to work hard and enjoy 
themselves. Don't wait for other people, because time 
will pass you by. Enjoy for yourself and not for others. 
When I go fora holiday, 1 enjoy myself, not you. When 
I eat food, 1 enjoy myselt, not you. That's what I tell 
them. I used to think this way before too, but at that 
time my only aim and focus in life was to play cricket. I 
missed out on a lot of fun and I'd hate it if these guys 
went out feeling that way. 

Have you ever stopped to think that there Is very 
little cricket left in you? 

Of course! Why only me, everybody knows that. 

When 1 feel that I'm 
becoming a burden to the 
team. I'll just say, 'Okay, 
bye'. You have to live with 
the system. When one 
person goes, then another 
person must atmc and take 
his place. I don't want t<» 
hang around to a point 
when I stop loving the 
game. 

Many people are of the j 

opinion that you have i 

been deprived of the 
Indian captaincy on 
many occasions 

including after the tour of South 
Africa. Do you agree? 

Oh, yes. One hundred percent. I was aware of the 
rumours that had started after South Africa. The people 
concerned had talked to me abrtut it. The only thing 1 
was against is the fact that they should have to sack a 
captain. 1 had a long chat with Azharalsoat that point 
of time. We know each other pretty well and I said that 
I would never accept the captaincy if, 'they sacked you'. 
1 told him that if he resigned then it was different, but 
not if he was sacked. 

The problem is that all the Indian captains have been 
treated this way: unceremoniously sacked! That is 
wrong. The people concerned could easily inform the 
former captains discreetly saying that they were 
seeking a change and give him the option of leaving in 
grace and dignity. If he refuses to do so, then the 
selectors can officially inform him that his services are 
being lerminaied. 

You've got to uiidersiand one thing: the captain is the 
No. 1 member of the team. You cannot make him feel 
insecure because this insecurity reflects itself on the 


I haven't been entirety sincere to 
myself. I have hot been a 100 per 
cent. Socially I keep late nights 
sometimes, I do things which I 
am not supposed to do. These 
thins^ are temporary 
temptations, but I give in to 
them. I could have improved 
further if I kept a tight rein on 
myself 


team. Sure the selectors have the authority to bring 
back or kick out a person, but then again they should 
wield their authority in style. But in the end, the good 
thing was that Azhar started getting runs and his 
confidence grew. 

But were you disappointed that you didn't get 
the captaincy? 

Again let me tell you that I am a satisfied person in 
many ways. 1 had my chances and 1 had a good run. 1 
was captain for a good 4-5 years. I've done my bit and 1 
enjoyed myself. But then again, 1 feel that it is bad for 
people in authority to keep others hanging around just 
because they are going through a period of indecision. 
Divide and rule is not a gcxid policy in any field of life. 
But then 1 guess that's how life is. 

But what about the time when you were 
appointed captain from 1983 to 1987? That was a 
long tenure, except for a short break? 

I think that the selectors 
were wrong in appointing 
me captain in the first place 
(for the West Indies in 
1983). I don't think I was 
mature enough and Sunil 
was good enough to be 
given an extension. I mean 
I shouldn't have been 
given the captaincy just 
because we lost the series 
and the selectors wanted to 
take it out on the captain. 
That was wrong. Sunil does 
not become a bad 
captain if the team 
loses. Then why throw him out?' 

Because he docs not agree with the Board on certain 
things or because someone has a negative opinion of 
him? Anyway, his removal and rny appointment for 
the tour to the West Indies was a wrong move by the 
seleaors. 

Similarly, it was wrong of them to have me removed 
at the end of 1 987 .1 was getting more mature and 
confident at that time. The boys had started to 
understand me, I could control them...the task was 
getting easy. 1 thought that the selectors agreed with 
me too. But the trouble starts when you don't agree 
with them on some point or the other. They suddenly 
feel that you are not important. So they removed Sunil, 
me and they also removed Srikkanth. However, they 
were wrong on all counts. So it is natural for a player to 
feel hurt by these decisions. 

Perhaps it had to do with the dynamic 
personalities that both you and Gavaskar 
jjossessed. Maybe you were a serious threat to the 
establishment. 

Who knows, you have to ask them. I don't know if they 
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH KAPIL DEV 


felt threatened by iny image. You see, 
nobody is bigger than the game. 

Today the same rumours persist; people in 
authority do not seem to be happy with you. 
There was a time when I too got that feeling. But 1 don't 
think that it is true, I think they understand that 1 am 
not a threat to them. I've already made myself ■ as far as 
cricket is concerned. Just because I may be the world 
record holder does not mean that what I say is always 
correct. 

Things have changed. Perhaps I used to get a feeling 
that they were insecure before, but my plus point is that 
1 don't ever say anything. My aim then was to play 
cricket and that's what I've always done. 

But there was one time 


when the Board was 
anti-Kapil. This was 
especially during the 
famous 1988 court case 
between the Board and 
the players. 

I did not say that the Board 
wasanti-Kapil. Maybe if 
you said 'a few people in 
the Board,' it would be 
more correct. Why should 
the Board be 
anti-anybody? It is more 
likely that some strong- 
headed person came in the 
way and influenced the 
Board. This is when the 
problems start. 1 personally 
don't like a lot of things 
with the Board, but I also 
apiireciale what they have 
done lor crkkei in the 
country. 

Let's talk about the 
court case... 

I think that it has done 
great things lor Indian 
cricket. For the 
administration, for the 
cricketers and for the game 
in general. It has been good 
for everybmly. The Board 
now knows what is right 
and what is wrong. There is 
no more dictatorship. We 
all know that we all have to 
live together and it's good 
that both parties should 
feel happy. But if you want 
to say that 'Might is right' 
then that's 


I'm not always charitable. I like 
to do good things for people and 
for the country, but not always 
for free. I also have to look after 
myself. I'm ambitious too 



iee, not a good approach. 

h 

Vi Back to the future. Kapil Dev's Involvement in 

j cricket is only restricted to one thing: he's playing 

u. j for the world record. Right? 

;1 don't f: Is there anything wrong with that? What people say 

1 am ’ does not bother me. What bothers me is whether they 

jsfaras are right or wrong. I don't know if {leople are justified in 

mrld feeling this way. I'm not a judge. I'm just a cricketer, 

ways (; But what I want to know is, if 1 have the world record in 

my thoughts, then is it wrong? If people think that I'm 
eeling not giving my 100 percent, then they can say what they 

t IS that want. Look, everybody wants to do something Why 

ay did I start playing cricket ? Why do all athletes want to 

d win a gold medal? Is it wnmg? People 

siiould be happy that 1 have 
this obsession. 

Has this obsession come 
in the way of the team's 
interests? 

If people can prove that 
Kapil Dev is not a team 
man, then these 
accusations make a lot of 
sense. 1 think that this is 

M A SATISFIED MAN" essentially wrong 

. . ., with our country. People 
always want to say 
i « something negative. 

■ Let's talk about the 
great Gavaskar-Kapil 
rivalry. 

1 give credit to the press for 
that. I have nothing to say 
about this. The press 
presented it in such a way 
so as to ensure that they 
had plenty to write about. 
Hal's off to the press! They 
built it up and they got 
mileage out of it. Look, 
Sunil's not going to break 
rny record and I'm not 
going to break his record. 
He's not taking my place 
and I'm not taking his. So 
there is nothing personal 
that we have between us. 
He's no great friend of 
mine, but over the years 
you build up relationships 
with people, wc were 
colleagues. He has his own 
life and I live my own. Wc 
both arc not even the same 
type of cricketers, that 
people should sit down and 
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(rompare us. The press like to do this 
and they enjoy it. 

No clash of personalities whatsoever? 

Till date, we never even had a fight. Difference of 
opinions maybe. Quite a number of times in fact, but 
that is not only with Sunil. It hapjtens with other 
{teople as well. It does not mean that a big issue should 
be made out of it. I might have a difference of opinion 
with Sachin, Kambli, A/har etc. But that has no 
meaning in the long run. 

Have you stopped to think of your status after 
you break the world record. Of the immense 
financial gains that will come your way? 

What will happen? f have to live my life. And by taking 
these seven wickets, it does not mean that my life will 
change. 1 won't stop doing other thtngs. I'll just break 
the record and that's it. It's not as though the people are 


Oh, yes, one hundred per cent. 

(That he was deprived of the 
captaincy after the South Africa 
tour). I told Azhar that I would 
never accept the captaincy if 
'they sacked you', if he resigned 
then it was different...Divide 
and rule is not a good policy in 
any field of life 
The selectors were wrong in 
appointing me captain (1983) in 
the first place. I don't think I was 
mature enough and Sunil was 
good enough to be given an 
extension 


going to rename the country after me or something. 
They'll be happy for some time and that's it. Life will go 
on. It's just a matter of achieving something. You 
achieve it and that's it. 

The people will at the most celebrate for some point 
of time and then they'll forget. New things will happen, 
so people start looking forward to that. I like to think 
the same way too. I wouldn't like to live on my record. I 
came, played cricket and it was over. New players will 
come and we will clap for them and I'll be there sitting 
in the stands. 

Think of the numerous financial benefits that 
will come your way. 

They already have. I'm still doing these things and if 1 
can handle these many things I'll be more than satisfied. 

Can I call you a successful businessman? 

No. 
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EXCLUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH KAPIL DEV 


Does tifiat mean your businesses are 
not doing as well as they should? 

They could do belter. Whatever I'm doing is doing 
okay. I'm happy. The only thing is that business hasn't 
changed much as compared to before. What my 
businesses need is my commitment. Just like sports. 

You have a distinct advantage: your good name 
opens all the doors. 

That's good, t'm glad if it does, in fact, 1 know it does. If I 
say that it doesn't, then I will be wrong. If 1 want to meet 
anybody, it's easy because that person wants to meet 
me too. 

Let's analyse your recent performance on the 
field. In the Hero Cup game at Kanpur^ you 
bowled seven wides. Unthinkable! For every one 
wide ball, you probably lost one lakh 
of your supporters. Face it, you 
were quite bad. Then Srinath replaced 

you with the new ball._ 

Yes, 1 bowled badly.Therc' 
no doubt about that, I had a 
shoulder injury which 1 
was taking injections for. 

Bull started to improve 
with every match and I 
didn't hide my injury, did 
I? 1 informed both the 
captain and the manager of 
my situation. However, 
bowling seven wides is bad 
by any standard. It's nice to 
know that my fans take me 
.seriously. I hope that I get 
my supporters back with one maiden over. 

But are you pushing yourself? 

1 like to work that much harder to keep myself fit 
anyway. I'm not pushing myself. I'm working hard. 
After the world record, does retirement feature 
in your plans? 

There are no plans. Work hard, enjoy life, work hard, 
enjoy life and work hard and enjoy life. 

What actually happened in the Hero Cup 
semi-finals, before that eventful last over? Did 
you shy away from the challenge? 

Never! Azhar wanted me to bowl, so 1 said 'okay', but I 
asked him to give me a few minutes just so that I could 
warm up, I started putting some ointment on my arms. 
Basically the intention was to waste some time so that 
the pressure would be on the South Afr lean batsmen. 
Also. I wasn't very confident about the shoulder. You 
can't go in bowling a wide ora no-bali at that stage. At 
that lime, Jadeja, Sachin and Yadav said that McMillan 
was a little suspect against slow bowling. Then Yadav 
suggested that Sachin should bowl. So we asked Azhar 
to make up his mind quickly. Either way it was a 
gamble at that stage. Sachin made it easier by offering to 


By taking these seven wickets, it 
does not mean that my life will 
change. It's not as though the 
people are going to rename the 
country after me or something. 
They'll be happy for sometime 
and that's it. Life will go on. New 
things will happen 


bowl the last over. He saidhc would bowl fast and slow, 
fast and slow. 1 feel sorry for those people who said that 
I can't take up a challenge. They should know me better. 
You don't get the new ball nowadays, Jawagal 
Srinath does. One gets the impression that you've 
finally become dispensible. 

I think that people have^taried thinking this way just 
because I've reached a particular point in my life. 1 
remember the year 1985. Nobody said anything about 
me then. Maybe it's because I was younger. 

But as far as bowling with the new ball is concerned, I 
personally would jiui it down to experimentation. 
Srinath is quick and he also moves the ball well. I, on 
the other hand, can concentrate on keeping the runs 
down. Why can't people understand one thing: that the 
team plays to win and all plans and si raiegies are carried 
out with that in mind. Whether Kapil Dev opens the 
bowling or baiting is irnmaiei ial, as long 

as the team wins. 

There arc a lot of 
members in the Indian 
team who would like 
you to stay. But then 
many would be happy 
to see you go. 

At this moment, I wouldn't 
like to feel that way. 1 don't 
know how people think 
It's diflicult for me to judge. 
Pcrliajis they say 
sonietliing and think about 
something else. However, 1 
leel that they respect me 

and this is due to my age, maturity and experience. 
Have you thought about life after cricket? 

No. Why should 1 think about it now'? 

If you started all over again, would it be cricket? 

I think so. Because in this country, it's the best game to 
play. However, if 1 could help it, 1 would have liked to 
play an individual game rather than a team game. In 
cricket you have to depend on your teammates. I don't 
like depending on others. I like to compete against 
mysell. 

Is there anything that you feel you still don't 
possess? 

I'm a satisfied man! I'm never going to think of the 
negative ihiiics. There are so many things that arc not 
complete, but then you can't have everything. And I 
am a more than satisfied person. I have a house, a car, a 
wife and my two brats (referring to his Doberinans.Don 
and Pacino..) 

What about the other brat? 

When it will come it will come. Till then, i must learn to 
be satisfied. 

No regrets? 

No regrets, whatsoever.® 
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ANALYSIS 


India-Sri Lanka: A 



In Test cricket: 



Tests W6n 

Drawn. 

Lost 

Da 

India 

285 49 

139 

96 

1 

Sri Lanka 

50 • 4 

24 

22 

- 


In one-day 

cricket; 




Matches Won 

Lost 

abandoned 

Tie 

India 

234 102 

123 

7 

2 

Sri Lanka 

161 40 

113 

8 



In Test cricket 



Matches played 

India won 

Sri Lanka won 

Drawn 


11 

4 

J 

6 



In One-day Internationals- 



Matches played 

India won 

Sri Lanka won 

Abandoned 


30 

19 

9 

2 



Pei lormanee in 1993 




India: Test malchcs played-7; won-^: drawii-2; li>st-0. One-dayers played-18; 
won-1 l;lost-6; tie-1. 

Sn Lanka. Test matches played-8, won-1; drawn-S, losi-2. One-dayers played-2i; 
won-8; lost-13; abandoned-2 

India's victories m Test 

1) Won by an innings and 106 runs—2nd Test, Naginir, IV86-87 

2) Won by an innings and 67 runs—3rd Test, Cuttack, 1986-87 

3) Won by an innings and 8 runs—only Test, Chandigarh, 1990 

Test, won by Sri Lenka 

Won by 149 runs—Colombo, 2nd Test, 1985 

* Incidentally, it was Sri Lanka's 1 st Test victory 

Highest innings 

By India- 676/7—Isi Test, Kanptir, 1986-87 
By Sri Lanka: 420—1st Test, Kanpur, 1986-87 

* 676/7 is also the highest Indian innings in Test cricket. 

Lowest Innings 

By Sri Lanka: 82—only Test, Chandigarh, 1990 
By India: 198—second Test, Colombo, 1985 


(Left top); Kapil Dev: only 
hat-trick in ona-dayors 
against Sri Lanka 

(Sotiom); Azhar. higbast 
individuat inninga m Taat 
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statistical survey 


Highest individual innings in Test cricket 


Fur India: Mohd. Azharuddin—199:1st Test, Kanpur, 1986-87 
For Sri Lanka: Roshan Mahanama—151; 3rd Test, Colombo, 1993 

Century in both the innings 

DulccpMcndis (Sri Lanka) 105 and 105—only Test, Madras, 1982 


Most number of individual cemuries 
Duleep Mcndis (Sri Lanka): three—105, 105,124 

Most wickets in a Test 

For India: 

Manirider Singh—10/107, 2nd Test, Nagpur, 1986-87 
For Sri Lanka: 

Rumcsh Katnayake—9/125, 2nd Test, Colombo, 1985 
Highest wickets in an innings 


For India: 

M.aninder Singh—7/51, 2nd Test, second innings, Nagpur, 1986-87 
Sri Lanka: 

RumeshRatnayake—6/85, IstTest, second Innings, Colombo, 1985 

20 wickets in a series 

Rumesh Ratnayake (Sri Lanka)—20 wickets, three Test series, 1985 
Highest wicket partnership 


For India: 

272. for the 6th wicket, between Azharuddin and Kapil Dev, 1st Test, Kanpur, 
1986-87 



For Sri Lanka: 216: lor the 4th wickei, between Roy Dias and Duleep Mendis, 3rd 
Test, Kandy, 1985 

PERSONAL ACHIEVEMENT 

" Sunil Gavaskar reached his 34th Test century by scoring 176 in the 1 st Test, Kan¬ 
pur, 1986-87. 

Kapil Dev Nikanj performed his only hat-trick in one-day internationals by daim- 
liig the wickets of Sanath Jayasuriya, Rumesh Ratnayake and Graeme Labrooy in 
the final of the fourth Asia Cup cricket at the Eden Gardens on Jan 4,1991 

COMPILED BY HARIPRASAD CHAnOPADHYAY 


(RigM top): Rumesh 
Ritoayws: highest 
wicket-taker la an binings 

(Bottom): Roshan Mahanama: 
highest scarer for Sri Lanka in 
Teat cricket 








e my last 


jr jr Exclusive 


mtervtevv 

withAH^ 








I N T E R V I E W 


SPORTSWORLD: You surely had a New 
Year's resolution in '93 to get past 
Gavaskar's 10,122 run world record. 
What about '94. Any resolutions? 

ALLAN BORDER: 1 don't normally make New 
Year's resolutions. 1 prefer to take things as 
they come. You sec, 1 don't like New Year 
resolutions (laughs). 

But in retrospect, '93 must've been the 
most memorable year in your cricket 
career, one which saw you achieve a 
tremendous feat.... 

Not really. It was just another gtKKl year, but 
it's hard to pinpoint which year has been the 


If you were to pick one out of these four, 
who would you go for? 

Oh, it's always so difficult to judge. It's hard to 
predia who'd be successful over a very long 
period of time. See, if you were to get past the 
record you'll have to play something around 
120 to 150 Test matches. To maintain 
consistentT over such a long period is always 
difficult. But people like Tendulkar and 
Kambli.... they have got age on theirside. 

They are quite young and still have got a lot of 
cricket in them. 

There were reports from Australia 
suggesting that you might call it a day 



best. On a personal level, 1 agree, it was very 
fulfilling, but I can't describe it as the best ever. 
1 did become the highest rungettcr in Test 
cricket. But then I'm not the kind of guy who 
. places records above everything. 

I- Mark Taylor has been quite prolific of 
f late. Do you see him asaserious threat to 
I your record? 

I Well, Mark has been playing very well of iate. 
|Then there is David Boon from our team who 
^can also give it a go. I can see two batsmen 
f from India. Tendulkar and KamblL they could 
I also prove to be a serious threat to the record. 


sometime in '94. How far is this true? 

It's something s hat 1 am seriously considering 
at the moment. I am contracted to play the 
South Africans this season. We complete the 
senes here and then go to their country. We 
go there in February. I don't see myself 
touring beyond that period. And yes, this 
c«)uld well iH‘ my last season. So, the rc|H)its 
are not baseless. 

Are you feeling demotivated after 
achieving a great personal goal? 
Gavaskar, prior to his retirement had 
said, he felt like a man who had eaten so 


"I can see two 
batsmen from 
India, Tendulkar 
and Kambli. They 
could also prove 
to be a serious 
threat to tile 
world record of 
highest Test runs" 




"My situation is a 
bit different 
froin Gavaskar's, i 
happen to 
he captain of 
the team and 
my motivation 
basically centres 
around the team's 
performance 
rather than my 
personal glory" 





much that he didn't have any hunger left 
in him to prolong his international 
career. Do you think your decision is 
somewhat similar in nature? 

Noi really.... If you analyse it, my situation is a 
bit different. I happen to Ire the captain of the 
team and my motivation basically centres 
around the team's performance rather than 
my personal glory. 

When I started off as the captain, initially 
we had a pretty tough lime. They were very 
difficult years. But now, the side ts playing 
very well. That's one thing 1 always aspired to 
do; to leave the Australian team in a pretty 
good shape. 

Considering that your side has 
developed into such a weilknit unit, do 
you feel, you've done your Job? 

Yeah, I would think so. In recent years,we'vc 
done pretty well. We're a very slrtrng, 
cohesive unit now. I am quite comfortable 
with the situation and 1 guess, yes, I have done 
my job. 

Viv Richards is one guy, who, hasn't been 
superimpressed by your captaincy. He 
had publicly voiced his outburst at you 
for batting lower down in the order. Viv 
had alleged that you are no longer brave 
enough to face the West Indian fast 
bowlers. Subsequently we were flooded 
with reports from Australia and New 
Zealand suggesting you Vc seeking legal 
opinion against Viv. How far this is true? 



Not much... all 1 can say is that our coach 



Bobby Simpson and Viv Richards haven't 
exactly seen eye to dye in recent limes. 

But personally speaking, were you hurt 
by his criticism? Did you think of filing a 
defamation suit? 

He is entitled to his own opinion. But then Viv 
Richards has his way of doing things, as I have 
mine. And 1 don't have to blindly follow Viv 
Richards. 

Have you decided on your 
post-retirement plans? What are you 
going to do once you leave cricket? 

I did have some stray thoughts but nothing 
s|)ecificas yet. No... let's see... I'll decide. 

After playing Sri Lanka, you had 
observed that they were a better side 
than India... 






Well, at that particular time I felt they weie one-day tournament India had won (Hero 
indeed the better side. This was before the Cup) but whatever I saw of the last season... 1 

emergence of your Kambli and Kumbie. I was quite impressed. Tendulkar is playing 

didn't get to see these players in action during well, the new-comers are performing and 

the series against us. then the team has two outstanding 

The Sri Lankans, I felt very honestly, had experienced cricketers in Arharuddin and 

performed better against us at home than Kapil Dev to guide whenever necessary, 

what India did in the Australian scries. 

You scored your 27th hundred a few 

Do you think this assessment of your's week's back. Why aren't you giving the 

doesn't hold good now? other record (of the highest number of 

Now it's an entirely different story. Now the Test centuries) go? We in India wouldn't 

Indians are a rejuvenated side. They must've like this to happen, but the reality is, you 
played really well against England to thrash are only eight centuries away from 
them 3-0. The Indian team, as of now, is an Gavaskar's record.... 

excellent blend of youth and experience. I No, no, no. That won't happen. Tm not 

watched part of the England series tm chasing that record. I think, Mr Gavaskai has 

television and 1 was very impressed with the got lha. to himself. You got to keep the old boy 

new players. I didn't get to see the recent with something (laughs heartily). 


Border's triumphant team 
with the '87 
Reliance World Cup 
Inset Still batting away 


Interviewed by 
Gautam Bhattacharya 

Border spoke trom his suite in 
a Melt>uurne hotel during the first 
Auslratid'South Africa 1 est 
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PHOTOGRAPHS KAMAl JULKA 


BY ASHLEY 
MALLETT _ 

I N the spring 
of 1991, Nelson 
Mandela made 
an impassioned 
appeal for South 
Africa to be 
re-admitted to 
the world cricketing 
3 fold. It was not a 
t-,| ferocious roar of the 
Freddie Trueman 
kind. It was 
meaningful, laced 
with the immense 
inner strength a man 
can surely only 
possess after 27 y-^ars 
in prison, a cruel 
! term for a man with 
a vision of equality for 
his people. Even as he 
bided his political time in remote Robben 
Island, that infamous little island off Ca))e 
Town, Mandela's admiration fora man 
named Bacher was growing. 

Ali Bather, son of a European Jew who 
sought a safe haven in South Africa at the 
beginning of the Holocaust, ex-Springbok 
captain, medical doctor and dedicated to not 
only getting South Africa back into 
international cricket, but committed to 
helping hundreds of thousands of black kids, 
was seen as a friend of the non-white people. 
There was a time when South Africa was 
skittled by John Vorsler who, in 1969, told an 
incredulous cricket world that Cape 
colored-born Basil d'Oliveria was "not 
welcome to visit South Africa as a member of 
the England team." Vorster had been 
interned during the Hitler war as a Nazi 
sympathiser. The d'Oliveria affair was the 
beginning of the end for South Africa cricket. 
Even Bacher thought he might never see 
South Africa back on the Test stage. 

Players such as Graente PollcKk, Barry 
Richards, Mike Procter, Clive Rice, Eddie 
Barlow, Pat Trimborn, Peter Pollock, Denis 
L'mdsay, the list is almost never-ending. 
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missed so much Tes( cricket (Rice never 
played a Test) when at the very peak of their 
powers. 

For a lime the South Africans did as their 
Afrikaan ancestors did: they circled the 
wapons and retreated deep into the laager. 

But in time, if the money didn't run out, the 
enthusiasm of the youngsters hit rock bottom. 
They yearned to emulate their heroes and 
play Test cricket as Pollock and Richards 
ONCE did, albeit for so short a time. Now 
there was nothing. So Bacherand Company 
organised rebel tours. Teams came from the 
West Indies, England and Australia, even a Sri 
Lankan contingent. Those todrs filled the 
players' pockets with gold and helped South - 
Africa maintain a certain standard of cricket, 
but it wasn't 'real' Test cricket. 

Then in October 1986, Bacher took cricket 
into the black townships. He began at Elkah 
Stadium, Soweto. The word had already gone 
out to the then banned African National 
Congress— "Hands off Bacher. Don't shoot!" 

Some 1000 kids turned up that Oooberday 
at Elkah. It was the start of an amazing 
revolution in South African cricket. Now 
more than 250,000 black kids are playing 
cricket in the dozens of black townships about 
the country. The black ghettos of 
Atterridgeville, Alexandra, Elkah, Soweto 
and dozens more, arc used to the familiar 
sound of bat on ball. Cricket is also seen as a 
way oiil of the ghetto. 

1 toured South Africa with Australia in 
1970. We lost convincingly, although I was 
pleased with grabbing six wickets in the only 
Test I played, at Newlands, Cape Town. Later, 

1 returned to South Africa, in 1976, then 1 
came back in 1989. as a guest at the Test 
Centenary celebrations. 

In September 19921 returned to coach at 
the invitation of the United Cricket Board of 
South Africa. We played the first game of 
cricket at Alexandra, a teeming ghetto on the 
outskirts of Johannesburg. British Prime 
Mtnistcr John Major organised finance for the 
ground. There it was, surrounded by a steel 
cyclone fence and topped with razor wire. 

Our black and white mix of young and 
emerging spinners played comiietitively and 
in a playing atmosphere totally free of 
prepidice. There were plenty of sixes belled 
over the cyclone. None of us was game to 
clamber over the fence. We had to rely on the 
goodwill of the people of Alexandra to throw 
back tJie balls. Some balls undoubtedly ended 
up in the pot, but most lound their way back 
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Fora long 
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over the razor wire. 

Mothers, with babes in arms, and bottles 
balanced on their heads, peered through the 
wire. They were fascinated at the sight of their 
own kind, little black kids and big black kids 
mingling freely with big and little whiles in a 
strange ritual called cricket. 

During my time in Johannesbural coached 
a young left arm spinner from Stiweto, Jacob 
Malao. Jacob is now a member of the 
Transvaal B team. He has simply continued to 
improve. To give you an idea of the sort of 
problems Jacob must face Just by living in 
Soweto and playing cricket at the Wanderers 
Ground, you must understand that he cannot 
simply go home in a train. There is a fast and 
efficient train service, but it is also something 
of a fatal attraction. 
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As the train careers from Johannesburg 
towards the sprawling ghetto of Soweto, 
gangs of thugs go about their deadly business. 
Innocents are stabbed or shot or both and 
thrown from the speeding train. So Jacob 
waits for a cab, usually a Kumbie van and it 
takes him two and a half hours to get from the 


Ali Baclwrlsna bara wMi 
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cricket ground to his house in Soweto. But 
Jacob is made of stern stuff. He is one of many 
promising youngsters who have begun to 
make a name for themselves in the big world 
outside the blackened hovels, the dusty 
streets, the rotting garbage and the 
scavenging dogs that form part of ghetto living. 

Cricket has helped Jacob and others find a 
way out of the ghetto. Nelson Mandela 
recognised that chance years ago. So, <tf 
course, did Ali Bacher, the man blacks refer to 
in hushed tone... “it is the Godfather", they 
whisper. 

Things had turned around by Septcmlwr 
1992. World thinking and world attitudes 
towards South Africa were vastly different to 
the days when hostility was shown at the very 
mention of South Africa. 

On 15 September 1993,1 accompanied 
Bacher to Elkah Sports Ground. We 
thoroughly enjoyed watching hundreds of 
black cricketers go through their paces on this 
enormous playing ground. As we drove back 
to lohannesburg, the man in the back of the 
car expressed surprise at the number of 
cricketers at the ground. 

“When 1 come back to this country, I shall 
bring my wife," he volunteered. 

“Oh, haven't you been here before?" 
Bacher asked. 

Sheffield Labour MP Richard Kaborn 
grabbed Dr Bacher's arm and gave him a 
playful squeeze; “Hardly, old chap. I'm the 
national chairman of the British 
Anti-Apartheid Movement!" 

The black cricketers of South Africa arc 
natural athletes. They arc very like West 
Indians.They have extraordinary ball skills. 

In the ghettos they rush about barefwited and 
Maradona or Pele would be amazed at their 
skill in keeping a red ball (similar size to a 
tennis ball) airborne for up to an hour by 
ex|)ert use of the feet. 

Some of the black cricketers' first pair of 
shoes came in the form of cricket boots. Their 
hunger for success is apparent. 

Given political stability from now until the 
year 2020, South Africa will field a Test team 
that will be the most powerful combination 
known in cricket history. 

The untapped skill and hunger of the black 
population, allied with the fierce 
competitiveness of white South Africans, 
almost guarantees a devil of a time for all of 
the Test-playing countries next century. • 

Ashley Matlatt was one of Australiii s loremost winners in the Sixties and 
beveniiet. 

COURTLSV THECRICKtTtR 
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VISHWANATHAN ANAND 

THE KING IN 
WAITING! 

The Indian GM, currently ranked No. 2 in the world, is in 
line to win two chess world titles 


BY PARTAB RAMCHAND^'MADRAS 


W HAT lan be better than 

winning tlie world chess title? 

Winning two world chess 
titles. 

Amazingly as it may seem, the current 
situation in the world ol chess has made it 
thematically possible that tine man tan win 
two woild titles. And Viswanathan Anand is 
one ol them 

Contrary to popiilai belief, the 24-year-old 
Indian GM is not the only one m the running 
for this unique honour. Kiamnik, Kamsky 
and Adams all have a chance ol winning as 
they I oo have ((ualified Irom the two groups 
— the Fide qualilieis and the I’ta qualihers. 
But one doesn't need to be a chess expert to 
say that Anand has the best cretlentials to 
achieve the honour. 

"1 am not one to be bothered about the 
uniqueness ol it all”, Anand told SportswoiUI 
at his Besantnagar lesideiue m south Madras 
recently ”1 suppose people are talking about 
it, since' such a situation has not aiisen in the 
chess world belore. But 1 am not going to lose 
any sleep over such a possibility” That's 
Anand, phlegmatic aseser! 

And yet, there can be no doubt that ewen 
though there are three other contenders lor 
the two titles, even though thereare other 
young c;Ms who are making their piesence 
lelt, even though colourful or eccentric 
chai,It teis abound iii the chess world, Anand 
remains the most talked-about among the 
challengers Itn the woild crown The western 
media certamlv Ireaksout ovei him. He ts 
folltiwed, written about, sought alter, and his 
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quick moves and aggressive style of play draw 
more than just average attention. 

Anand is aware ol all this. "Well, I guess it is 
V. Anand: playing a world ^ combination of factors", he said trying to 
class tune explain his popularity, the adulation heaped 








upon him and all the extra attention focussed 
,on him and his game. "For one thing, we have 
had a world champion (Kasparov) for some 
eight years now. And 1 suppose, people would 
not mind a change. Then 1 guess, the 
Westerners find my style of play attractive, 
based as it is on quick moves. 1 guess I offer 
something new in that way. And third, my 
English is fluent, something which can't In- 
said about most other GM's. 1 guess, they find 
this combination a little bit fascinating." 

It is now exactly ten years ago since Anand 
broke into the big lime. He first made his 
presence felt by winning the national junior 
and senior titles, both in I ‘>84. In tliese ten 
years, his game has gone Irom strength to 
sttength, he has travelled widely, played in ali 
the major tournaments, earned super GM 
status and is now ranked officially No.2 to 
Karpov and unofficially No.2 to Kasparov. 

How has he changed from all this vast 
experience, as a person and a chess player? 

"Well, obviously, as a chess player 1 have 
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improved a lot", says Anand. "As a person, I 
would not like to think that it has changed me 
a lot. I guess tfie discipline that is part of chess 
has been good for me. In that way, some 
amount of self-control is built up. But I guess, 
it is the travelling that has changed me more. 
You see different places, meet people of 
different nationalities and that has left a 
greater mark on me,than anything as a chess 
player." 

Chess players and eccentricity go together. 
Some of the top GM's are known for their 
unusual behaviour. While admitting that this 
is true largely because of a "bohemian 
existence", Anand is of the view that things 
are changing. "The younger set of GM'** are 
more open, more friendly, more extrovert by 
nature. So while there may still be exceptions, 
tn future, people will hear less about ’he 
eccentricity of chess players." 

The public image of Anand is that of one of 
the world's leading chess players and an 
intelligent young man. Few know tfia. he has 
a wonderfully balanced, even impish sense of 
humour. During a recent interview he said 
that, "Kasparov was indispensable to the Pea". 

The reporter duly quoted him correctly but 
something went wrong, thanks to cither an 
over-/ealous sub at the desk or a printing 
error and the line came out in the papei as, 
"Kasparov is dispensable to the I’ca ". A 
moodier, temperamental person would have 
found It anything hut hinny as it gave the 
opposite meaning ol what Anand meant. The 
Indian GM however read it, laughed and said, 
"Well, 1 suppose they wanted to cut 
something because of space pressure and they 
found these two letters convenient". How 
refreshingly dilferent. 

Anand's influence extends beyond the 64 
squares on the chess board. So much so, there 
was even talk of the Indian GM playing the 
role of a negotiator when the lend between 
Fide and the Pea commenced last year. Now 
with there being no early end to the 
controversy and with the two bodies running 
their parallel world championship caiididaies 
matches, hopes ol a negotiable settlement 
have receded. Which leaves Anand to do the 
thing he likes best —play chess. 

"1 am just swimming along with the tide", 
Anand told SporiswurJd, just before leaving 
for Wijk-Aan-Zee (Holland) to play Yusupov 
in the Inst round of the Fide candidates 
matches, thus striking a neutral chord. 
Evidently, like the three others in the 
running, he loo is happy to have two lilts at 
the world title. ■ 
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la USA M referees ttfill 
show yellow cards to 
those who tackle from 
behind. Here Brazifs 
Alemeo is failed hy 
Scotland’s Davie 
Mcnwrson 


D uring the build-up for the 
1994 WorldCup, there t 
was an apprehension that 
FIFA would amend rules, 
which would destroy the pristine 
simplicity and appeal of football. It 
was feared that the new rules would 
be introduced to appease American 
television networks which wanted a 
faster, action-packed game with 
numerous goals per match. 

Some of the amendments suggested 
were changing the playing time of a 
match from two halves of 45 minutes 
to four quarters of 25 minutes each, 
increasing the length of the goal and 
elimination of a defensive wall during 


PAYING 
BY THE 
RULES 

a free kick. These ploys were thought 
of, to enhance the game's appeal by 
increasing the number of goals per 
match. Such thinking originated due 
to the ultra-defensive nature of Italia 
'90. Four years ago at the World Cup, 
just 115 goals were scored from 52 
matches, an average of 2.21 per 
match. This was an all-time low. 

In the 1986 Mexteo World Cup, 132 
goals were scored in 52 matches and 
in 1982 at Spain, 146 goals were 
scored in the same number of 
tnaiches. The record number of goals 
per match was in the 1954 World Cup, 
when Puskas and his 'Magical 
Magyars' (Hungarians) won many 
matches by four goals or more. In that 


FIFA'S 
amendment 
of certain 
rules are 
aimed to 
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greater 
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ycara tolal of 140 (>oals were scored in 
?(> matches at an average ol 
So PIFA set up a Task Force, which 
miiucleii greats like Michel Platini, 
Franz Beckenhauer, Bobby Charlton, 
managers and relerees to examine the 
problem ol paucity ol goals. After 
many months of deliberation, the 
Task Force concluded that goals have 
a rarity value that points, sets and iiins 
do not possess. So there is always the 
thrill of seeing someone do something 
(score goals) that is only done tliree or 
four times in a game. With such a 


Silverdome. Later on June 24, 

Sweden play Russia and on June 28, 
Brazil jrlay Sweden at the same venue. 

The new backpass rule, introduced 
m 1991 will be seen in action for the 
lirst time in the World Cup 
Goalkeeiters nowcatinot collect a 
backpass with their hands, unless it is 
an accidental deflection or headed 
back This c hange of rule was 
introducTd to ensure that teams 

Faking iniuiy will force the referee to book the 
player in USA '94, In the last World Cup 


player in USA 9 
Maradona does 


4, In the last World Cup 
so in the semis against Italy 


'sweeping' goalkeeping of the 
colourful Colombian,Rene Higuita, 
FIFA has also announced changes 
to its controversial World Cup 
disciplinary system. The rule under 
which players were given an 
automatic suspension for receiving 
two yellow cards is changed. This rule 
damaged the prospects of 1990 World 
Cup finalists Argentina. Four of their 
players missed the final, having been 
shown two yellow cards in previous 
rounds, FIFA has now quietly 
modified the regulation. A player 



perspective, the Task Force decided 
not to amend the basic rules ol the 
game, like the duralion of a match or 
the length of the goal. 

Instead certain new rules were 
recommendc'd and accepted, to 
mi rease the tempo of the game So the 
1094 Woild ('up will be breaking new 
ground in more ways than one The 
first-ever mdooi game m World Cup 
lootball will he staged when hosts 
USA meet Swil/eiland in a Group A 
match, on tune 18, at the Detroit 

JL-. 


leading by a goal, do not stille play and 
'kill' time by a series of back passes. 
Defenders under pressure, now have 
to use skill to play the ball uplront ot 
clear to the sidelines. This change 
could be a disadvantage to defensive 
teams like Italy, the Republic of 
Ireland and Bulgaria. However, 
coaches have already developed new 
tactics. From a rolled backpass, 
Furopean goalkeepers set up attacks 
by a long clearance to a target man in 
midfield or near the centre line. Such 
a change will suit the attacking or 


receiving a single yellow card in the 
three first-round matches would start 
the second round with a clean slate. 
Players receiving two yellow cards 
from the second round onwards 
would serve an automatic one-match 
suspension, as would players getting 
two yellow cards during the first 
round. Yellow cards during the 
qualifying competition would not be 
carried over to the World Cup finals. 
FIFA experimented with this new rule 
change in their U-20 and and U-17 
years World Cups and found them 
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successful. If such a regulation had 
been prevalent in the 1990 World Cup 
both striker Caniggia and central 
midfielder Batista would have played 
in the final against West Germany, as 
their first yell»)ws had been received in 
the first round. 

FIFA is also determined to clamp 
down on time wasters, especially 
those who leign injuries. It may l)e 
recalled that in liie 1986 World Cup in 
a vital group E, first-round league 
match the Uruguayans repeatedly 
faked injuries to ensure a goalless 
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draw against Scotland and reached 
the second round. The new approach 
is that an injured player must go off 
the field for treatment. If a player does 
not get up after an injury, the referee 
will not allow the trainer on the field, 
instead he will call on the 
stretcher-bearers. II a player leaps up 
at the approach of a stretcher he will 
get a yellow card for simulation. So a 
decision on faking injuries is left to the 
referee. It could lead to a profusion of 
yellow cards, breaking the 1990 
World Cup record of 169 yellow cards. 


. A diangc in the scotin| system 
/\fpr the 1994 World Cup, 
enaturiagUpgi more dffensive.play. 
has put pressure on theO.S, 
national soccer team to win its first 
game In the tournament against 
Switzerland. 

Instead of the traditional two 
points a team gets for a win. World 
Cup vinories are now worth three 
points. Teams will continue to 
receive one point for a tie, and no 
points for a loss. 

World Cup officials made the 
change to encouraging more 
offense in tournament games. In 
previous World Cups, teams have 
been playing what many fans 
consider boring, defensive games, 
in which a tie is considered almost 
as good as a win in advancing in the 
tournament. 

This new system means a team 
will need at least four points and 
maybe even five to advance to the 
World Cup's second round. In 
previous years, a team could 
advance with three points. 

Scott Gleba, spokesman for the 
Confederation of North, Central 
American, and Caribbean 
Association Football, part of 
soccer's world governing body, 
said the old system rewarded teams 
that went into defensive shells and 
played conservatively in ofiening 
round games in order to qualify for 
the next round. 

“Teams would go up 1 -0 and 
stop playing offense,' Gleba said, 
“because historically in the World 
Cup if you got three tics in your 
first-round games, you went on to 
the next round. So giving three 
points fora win (will) effectively 
end that. The new system forces 
teams to play offense," 

Soccer experts say the 
Americans had better knock off the 
Swiss, considered the weakest 
team in their group, and get at least 
a tie in one of its other two 
first-round games to advance in 


themurnam^GUjcii6p.two V ‘ • 
teams In cadti of the World Cup's 
six groups and the four other teams 
with the best records advance to 
the second round. 

Ironically, the U.S. Soccer 
Federation encouraged this chanj^ 
in the scoring system to make the 
game more appealing to Americaa 
sports fans, who are said to prefer 
offense over defense. U.S. officials, 
hoping to use the World Cup to 
jump-start a professional soccer 
league, believe higher-scoring 
games are a key to success for that 
venture. 

The Americans' other 
opponents in the first round are 
Colombia, considered by some a 
dark-horse favourite to win the 
World Cup, and Romania, an 
up-and-coming European power. 

Switzerland has not played in 
the World Cup since 1966. Soccer 
experts think the Swiss may be 
uncomfortable playing in the 
World Cup’s first-ever indoor 
soccer game, when they go up 
against the U.S. team at the Pontiac 
Silverdomc near Detroit. The 
Silvcrdome isn't air-conditioned 
and might be suffocatingly humid 
when the teams play during 
Michigan's warm season. 

The New York Times reported 
that Romania plays a 
rugged physical game, with superb 
forwards and an attacking midfield 
that will give other teams 
problems. Romania's top star, 
Ghcorghe Hagi, has been 
nicknamed "Maradona of the 
Carpathians' after the Argentine 
superstar and the Romanian 
mountain range. 

According to world rankings, 
Switzerland is 12th, Romania 
13th, and Colombia 21 st. But they 
are all ahead of 22nd-ranked 
United States, and U.S. officials 
believe that Colombia is 
i underranked. 






To ensure a more positive approach 
in first-round matches, FIFA will 
award three points for a win instead of 
two. In the league ptiase of the '90 
World Cup, there were just 82 goals 
scored in 36 matches. In the 1982 
World Cup at Spain, the ultimate 
witmers Italy progres.sed from group 
1, liy drawing all their three league 
matches. Such tactics may not be 
possible in the 1994 World Cup, as a 
single win is equivalent to three 
draws—-a setback for defensive teams 
(see box). 

The 1994 World Cup will be the 
fourth tournament since the finalist's 
field was expanded to 24. In the 1982 
W(<rld Cup when twenty four teams 
first played, after the preliminary 


RaferMS will be strict on foul plays. Hare 
Frank Rijkaard of Holland fouls Riidi Voallor 
and it sent off tha field 

league there was a three-team group 
league, in the next phase. But from 
the Mexico World Cup, the second 
round became a knockout instead of 
three-team groups played on a league 
basis. The knockout format for the 
second round, is favoured by FIFA and 
will apply in 1994 and in the future. 

Two rules changes adopted in Italia 
'90 will continue this year. World Cup 
referees will show yellow cards to 
those who whilst tackling from 
behind, hurt or bring down a forward. 
Also any player who in the opinion of 
the referee unethically obstructs or 
trips an opjfonent, who has made a 


straight run at goal, will be sent off by 
being shown the red card. By the last 
World Cup of the twentieth century, 
in 1998, FIFA hopes to eliminate 
tackling from behind, to make the 
game a more pleasing spectacle. 
However for the 1994 World Cup, 
FIFA's rule changes have been quite 
pragmatic and they have not tinkered 
with the basics of the game. The aim is 
to ensure a greater flow of the game 
rather than many stoppages. But 
thankfully the game has not been 
made needlessly complex to suit the 
needs of TV. For as former England 
and PSV Eindhoven manager Bobby 
Robson said, "A 2-1 win is always 
more exciting than an artificially 
created 11-9 or 15-13 win." ■ 
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8 About whom did the 
• dress designer Ted 
Tinling say, “She’s 
beautiful but she walks like 
John Wayne!" 

9 Which Russian chess 
• player is the direct 
descendant of 'Rasputin' 
the famous monk? 

A V/ • highest goal 
scorer in international 
hockey? 

Which country 
JL • has issued postal 
stamps on Gavaskar and 
Kapil Dev? 

CARTOONS BT ARTHUR CARDOSO 
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PAM. PAM THANK YOU MAAM 

T urbulent i 993 produced the 
tragic stabbing of women 
tennis' best and most 
charismatic player, the subsequent 
tour domination by her arch rival, 
personal struggles, controversial 
issues and bright new stars. 

What lies ahead in 1994? 

Paul Fein asked Pam Shriver, owner 
of 22 Grand Slam titles, president of 
the Women's Tennis Association and 
TV tennis analyst, about the 
contenders and the pretenders. Here 
are her astute prognostications. 

What are the odds that Monica 
Seles will rebound strongly from 
her stabbing, win major titles and 





regain the No. 1 ranking? 

It's probably going to be a 2 to 
3-year project if everything goes 
reasonably well. Given Graf's great 
year in '93, it 's probably going to be 
difficult for Seles to regain No. I in '94. 
it's possible she could do it in '95. 

She's got to give herself a little lime, 
considering what happened to her. 
There are three areas: the physical 
part, the emotional pan of recovering 
from the trauma, and then there's 
regaining the mental toughness of 
being a top player. Nine months — 
even nearly all of the year—out of the 
game is a long, long time. Because she 
missed the two months prior to her 
(last) tournament in Hamburg. So it's 
[tossible for Seles to get back to No. 1.1 
just don't think she'll do it in '94. 

With Seles sidelined. Steffi Graf 
captured the French, Wimbledon, 
UiS. and Virginia Slims 
Championships crowns and 
dominated the tour. Will she 
dominate again in '94? 

She did win those three (Slam) 
titles, but you've got to remember that 
she really should have lost two of the 
three. In the French, Mary Joe 
(Fernandez) had a (service) break up 
in the third set and was playing a 
wonderful match, and Graf came back 
there. Clearly, Wimbledon was even 
more of a tournament where she was 
in a losing position, and her opponent 
(Jana Novotna) let her off the hook. 
Graf dominated, but it was very 
possible for there to have been four 
different winners of the Grand Slams 
in '93.1 think that she won't win three 
of the four Grand Slams next year. 
She'll definitely win at least one and 
maybe two. 



Although Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario rose to No. 2 , she hasn't 
won a Slam title since 1989. Does 
she have the weapons to win 
another one? 

Arantxa is as consistent a player as 
there is on the tour. I think she lost 
before the semifinals only at 
Wimbledon and to (Helena) Suknva, 
hardly a bad loss. Her consistency 
means that she's a threat to win any of 
the Grand Slams. What's obviously 
lacking for her is that overwhelming 
weapon, that shot players are afraid 
of. I.ike the Graf serve <tr the Graf 
forehand, the Seles shots off both 
wings and Martina's ability to 
serve-volley and be so aggressivt 
Arantxa just isn't quite that 
intimidating. She a>uld win a Slam, 
but it's not as clear-cut that she could 
bcNt*. 1 or dominate the Slams. 

Gabriela Sabatini suffered a 
disastrous 1993 and hasn't won a 
tournament in 18 months. What 
has gone wrong? And can she turn 
her career around? 

What's difficult for Gaby now is 
trying to figure out basic things a player 
needs — like a coach. She can't quite 
figure out who she wants around her. 

1 don't think Vilas is going to be 
fulltime. It looks like she lacks a 
strategy. Carlos (Kirmayr, her 
previous coach) was good at, at least 
early on, getting her to be very 
aggressive and ui use her athletic 
ability up at net She goes out now and 
half the time she's a retriever, some of 
the lime she attacks. You need to 
know how you are going to win 
matches. She's confused. Another big 
problem is that, given her strong 
physique, she doesn't have a strong 
serve. She wins very few free points. 
She's always got a chance (o win Paris, 
she could win the Australian, but she 
doesn't have a big enough game to 
win Wimbledon. I think the Mary Joe 
Fernandez loss (after being ahead 6-1, 
S-1 at Wimbledon) was a scar that 
stuck with her for the whole year. 


Sanchu-Vicarm; Namber two imt. no 
grand than Wins fm a long tima 
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Not only did 17-year>old 
Jennifer Capriati not improve in 
'93, she suffered bad losses and 
various injuries. The iormer wiz 
kid also looked unhappy and 
overweight. Will she ever fulfil 
her considerable promise? 

The only way she's going lo fulfil 
fier promise is if she became No. 1 in 
the world and stayed there for years. 
That was how big the hype was. Will 
she do that? I don't think so. But she's 
already had a great career in many 
ways. If she can learn to just love the 
game and to ignore the huge 
expectations and Just go with her 
natural ability, she can be a force for 
years to come. But it's very hard to 
play tennis with this weight that's put 
on her shoulders. I don't want to 
predict she'll move into the top 5 in 
'94 because right now, physically and 
mentally, she doesn't even want to 
play. 

Mary Pierce played fierce, 
explosive .tennis when she upset 
Gaby and Martina at the Virginia 
Slims Championships. Will she 
put it all together and have a 
really big year? 

Mary is definitely the player to 
watch to become a big star in women's 
tennis next year. 1 believe she's the 
most likely to have the kind of fan 
appeal you need to keep building a 
siHtrt. She's got a big game. She's got a 
great persttnality. And because of her 
father (Jim, who was banned from the 
tour for his abusive behavior), it's 
aaually added to this star mystique. 
Besides your on-court talent, it also 
helps, lo become a superstar, to have 
these other storms around you. That 
was one reason why Monica became 
such a superstar, because she had 
these cf)ntrovcrsics following her. She 
loves to be in the limelight. And, 

Mary, in a different kind of way, is like 
that. She loved not only being a tennis 
player last week, but she loved being 
an enlerlainei. 



CMHiar Net going by tba book 








CHANGEOVER 

y y HAVE never known any 
I distress that an hour's 
JLreading did not relieve," 
wrote Montesquieu long ago. Jim 
Courier obviously subscribes to the 
renowned Frenchman's advice, 
although his timing may be a bit 
strange. 

Admired for his tigerish intensity 
that has already carried him to four 
Grand Slam titles at age 23, Courier 
turned into a mellow bookworm at 
the IBM/ATP Tour World 
Championship in Frankfurt, 
Germany. 

During the changeovers of his 
match against Andrei Medvedev, he 
read Maybe the Moon by Armistead 
Maupin. Afterwards Courier seemed 
more stimulated by the book, which 
he said was "interesting," than 
distressed by the l(»ss, despite 
squandering a '•-3 thiid-set lead and 
four match points. 

FSPN-TV commentator Mary 
Carillo decried Courier's reading 
periods as "contemptuous, 
disrespetlful and horrible. I thought 
they should have thrown the book at 
him. In any other sport you get fined 
and suspended for that kind of 
behaviour." 

Probably so, but Mark Miles, the 
CEO of the ATP, decided not to take 
any aaion against slumping Courier 
whose 4-7 match record since the U.S. 
Open dropped him to No. 3 in the 
world. "I need to get away from all 
this," confided Courier. Presumably, 
his hiatus would include some heavy 
reading. 

Changeovers have changed almost 
beyond recognition since the days of 
Tilden, Lenglen and Perry. Then, 
changing sides of the court took only 
as long as an uninterrupted walk from 
one baseline to the other, or less than 
30 seconds. And the purpose was 
solely to equalize the elements, such 
as the sun and wind. There were no 
chairs and 90-second "rest periods" 
designed for TV commercials. 

With time to kill, Arthur Ashe 
meditated during changeovers in his 
memorable upset of Jimmy Connors 


in the 1975 Wimbledon final. 
Beauty-conscious Tracy Austin 
likewise changed gears completely 
and polished her fingernails between 
games. Pretty soon we'll have players 
watching miniature TVs and phoning 
their stock brokers. 

Yet those who criticize how players 
use or misuse protracted changeovers 
nowadays misplace the blame. 'They 
should direct their fire at the 
90-second rule that pampers players, 
bores spectators and unduly slows 
down an otherwise exciting sport. 

PEOPLE ARE TALKING 

JIMMY CONNORS, maintaining 
that today's stars must 
promote the sjron, in a CNN interview 
with Nick Charles: "The people have 
come to want more than just great 
tennis. They've had Nastase, 

McEnroe, Gerulaitis, characters down 
the line. They've been able to give 
people in the crowd that extra feeling 
that they're actually involved in the 
match. 1 don't know if today's players 
are doing that. And the fans are 
wondering why they don't have that 
little bit of extra (showmanship). So 
they're not walking out of the 
stadiums and telling their friends 
about it. You're really getting the 
people who have been around the 
game for 15 or 20 years. They're still 
coining. But, eventually, if they don't 
get that, are they going to stay around, 
or are they going to go? And if they go, 
then tennis is going to drop a notch, 
which would not be gwid." 

JIM PIERCE, responding to 
charges by his daughter Mary and 
wife Yannick that he regularly slapped 
them: "They're both lying through 
their teeth. I challenge Doth my wife 
and Mary to take a lie detector test or 
truth serum «)r a voice stress analyzer. 
That's the lowest blow. They're 
bearing false witness against me. I 
don't believe God will let (Mary) be 
successful because her heart isn't 
right. I'm right. 1 like to be right. The 
cops used to ask me, 'Will you take a 
lie detector test?' I'm doing the same 
thing. I've had a roughhousc life, but I 
believe in God. Now they want to 


have worldly things. Something is 
more important to my wife than our 
daughter and son. I believe destiny, 
karma, fate—whatever you want to 
call it—will take care of it. What 
(Yannick) sows, she will reap 
many-fold." 

ANDREI MEDVEDEV, who was 
at home in Kiev during the 1986 
Chernobyl nuclear reactor explosion 
50 miles away, told fhe Daily 
Telegraph's John Parsons about his 
fears: "It's too late now to do anything 
or blame anybody, but for 2 1/2 years 
after the explosion I spent five hours a 
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day outside practising tennis. No one 
ever warned us how dangerous that 
might be. The worst part about 
radiation problems is that unlike if 
you cut your foot and you sec the 
blood, you don't realize immediately 
that anything is wrong. You just find 
you want to sleep all day and you get 
pains in the head. Lots of people have 
died, including several of my friends. I 
have lots of problems with my body 
and my teeth, but I think the worst 
effects will come later. 1 may never be 
able to have children. I might lose my 
hair. Ijust don't know." • 
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SPOTLIGHT 


THE aOOM WORLD RECORD 

STANDINC 
TEST OF Tl 


Sebastian Coe's 800m world record has stood 
for 16 long years. And current athletic 
performances show that the record might 
not he broken in the near future. David 
Miller analyses the reasons why 


B ob BEAMON'S 

23-ycar-old long jump 
record finally fell lo Mike 
Powell at the world 
athletics championships in Tokyo in 
1991. The oldest surviving records arc 
now Pietro Mennea's 200 metres in 
19.72 sec (1979) and Sebastian Coe's 
800 metres in linin 41.73 sec (1981). 
Both survived the fourth world 
chantpionshi[>s, in Stuttgaii last year. 

The amiable Martin Steele, an 
elderly Brit of 30-plus, was the world's 
fastest two-lap runner last year. His 
1 min 43.84sec would leave him about 
17 metres adrift of Coe. 

Indeed, at the [rresent rate of 
progress—or rather regression— 
C(K‘'s phenomenal tinu', set in 
Florence, an improvement on his 
lmin42.33secinOsloin 1979, is 
likely to exceed the 16-year span of 
Rudolf Harbig, which ended in 1955. 

Mennea's record was established in 
the ratified atmosphere of Mexico 
City, as was Beamon's. Why should 
Cite's sea-level record not only 
survive but not even be serittusly 
challenged by anyone since Joachim 
Cru/ missed it by 0.04sec in Cologne 
in 1984.> 

There are a number of reasons. 

Most of them relate to money and 
attitude, rather than ability, even 


though Coe's record, relative to other 
contemporary event achievements, 
was one of the most remarkable of all 
time. Perhaps the bottom line in 
today's recession is the comment of 
the esteemed Ben Jipclu), of Kenya. 
"Professionals run to come first, not to 
run first." 

Coe's 800 metres time is more 
impregnable than, say, the times for 
400 metres or 1,500 metres because 
C(H* and a handful of others raised the 
800 metres, in the early Eighties, lo an 
unparalleled combination of speed 
and endurance. 

An exceptional transformation in 
approach by Coe altered accepted 
coaching iK'liefs. Snell, of New 
Zealand, Juantorena, of Cuba, and 
Ovett had established the view that 
the 800 metres requireda ptswerful 
physique. Coe and his father rewrote 
the books with their conception. 

Because athletes have been 
competing, since 1982, increasingly 


for prize-money and, legally though 
athletically damaging, ap}>earance 
money, two faaors have conditioned 
two-lap running: the increased 
numlrer rtf races |>cr season (for 
income) both depresses the capacity 
for peak performances and reduces 
the opportunity for the kind (tf 
training which is necc.ssary to run 
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under 1 min 4}$ec. 

Coe's objective was llie main 
championships', on the principle that 
success in those would produce much 
greater financial reward from 
endorsements off the track than 
prize-money at a succession of lesser 
meetings. 

Peter Coe recalls: "It was always our 
plan to run a dozen races or fewer 
prior to a championship, and many of 
those wotild be experimental, for our 
own inforination, in minor events 
such as county championships. You 
don’t see others doing this." 

The race schedule prior to Coe's 
main championship achievements 
was 11 before 1980 (Olympics 
Games), fiveltefore 1984 (Olympic 
Games), 11 before 1986 (European 
championships), and, in vain, eight 
before the Olympic Games in 1988, 
from which he was shamefully 


The increasing number 
of races per season (for 
income) both depresses 
the capacity for peak 
performance and 
reduces the opportunity 
for the kind of training 
which is necessary to 
run under Imin 43 secs 


rejetned. The con.scqucnce was that 
the races he did run were of 
consistently high quality. 

When he set his record in 1981, the 
average of his five best times that year 
was faster than the previtms record, of 
.luantorena, 1 min 43.44scc. Cru'z, the 
otily other runner to beat I min 42sec, 
has been the only man to threaten the 
record and a fractional inequality 
between the lengths of his legs 
resulted in recurrent injury and an 
abbreviated career. 

But remarkably, considering the 
duration of the record, only 32 others 
have beaten 1 min 44sec. Since nine 
runners did so in 1985, the number in 
subsequent years has si a ccssively 
been four, four, seven, seven, lour, 
five and, in 1993, one: Steele. ■ 



MAILBAG 


Absorbing 

I T was most absoibing to go 
through the articles by M.A.K. 
Pataudi and Andy O'Brita on 
India's vktory in the Hero Cup 
(Sportsworki, 15th December). 
The interview of Sachin 
Tendulkar was also superb. 

After this victory, the spirit of 
the Indian squad must be 
running high but we must not 
become over-conOdent. Earlier, 
i we have seen that after the '83 
World Cup, India lost miserably 
to the West Indies (0-5), to 
England (1 -4), and to Austratia 
(0-2) in the 6ne-day matches. 

SOMSHANKARROy. 

Calcutta 

Other letters complimenting the Hero Cup 
coverage came from: Ritesh Kumar, 
i Chand^^.S.K.Baneriee.Agartala.andAloli 
Sen Gupta. Meenti 


Off The Track 

T hanks a millkm ftn your 
'TtackScam' (Sportsworld, 
1st Dec). Statistics are Hke a 
bikini, concealing the vital, while 
revealing the obvious. Track 
Scam isnoexoeptkHi. WiDthe 
elusive Pimpemal or is it Greta 
Garbo, as you put it, reveal the 
vitals of the Amateur Athletic 
Federation of India? 

JM.ENJEP. 

Hyderabail. 


Famiiy'Btisiness? 

H ATSofftoR.K. Khanna, 
who is running the ATTA as 
his family business. He has scored 
a hat-trick by successfully 
bagging the scalps of Vijay 
1 Amritraj, Rame^ Krishnan and 
i Naresh Kumar. May he contine 
to create more 'records' and bring 
glory to Indian tennis. 
p.MITRA. 

{ Hydnabad. 



Ridiculous 

T he allegation that AITA 
secretary, Ramesh Desai put 
forward that, in spite of being 
injured, Krishnan decided to play 
only for the sake of money, was 
churUsh and ridiculous. Ramesh 
Krishnan has, in fact, served the 
nation with undiluted interest for 
the glory of the country. Now this 
allegation has forced Krishnan to 
retire from the Davis Cup team. 

TTiis retirement has been a bolt 
from the blue and it fe a major 
setback for the team. It would be 
great if Krishnan reconsiders his 
decision, for the sake of the 
country. 

ARSHAD. 

Jorhat. 


Splendid 

H ats oA to AjoU Kumble for 
hissji^^e^rt in the 
final cd the MmoGup. SimAjhc 
tour of South Ahk^hehaS > 
tm«tged as the most oomistmt 
limdpment bowler in 
Aziu|rwl^n*s.»r5enaL 

ilie giimi!« k^Babte epitcsdiii^^ 
fruit <d hard worit and.de(fiottio^ 
hufiam «dfi mn mindif iiedpK 
iim mm the haB much, 
he^fomthe^opposiiiw . ' 
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MOTORCYCLE 


GRAND PRIX 


THE YEAR 
IN REVIEW 


T he aakm packed sport of 

motor cycle racing is a world 
of glamour, danger, 
excitement and non-stop 
thrills and spills. The dttractions arc 
divided over four categories: the 
sidecars, the 125cc, 250ccand the 
500cc. The SOOccis, however, the 
event that separates the men from the 
boys. It is this race which the crowds 
wait for with hated breath and it is this 
category which houses the superstars: 
namely Wayne Rainey, Kevin 
Schwant? (both from America) 
Michael Ooohan (Australia) and a 
host of others. 

Motor cycling as a sport has become 
more and more audience friendly in 
India, thanks largely to Star TV's 
prompt telecast of each and every 
Grand Prix on the circuit. The faa that 
the commentators also went ahead 
and hyped up the rivalry that exists 
between Americans Kevin Schwantz 
and Wayne Rainey, (with Australian 
Michael Doohan patting in a special 
appearance once in a while) also had 
the viewers glued to their seats for 
every race. 

For the last five years, Kevin 
Schwantz has desperately strived to 
be accepted on the professional motor 
cycling circuit. He had battled with the 
fact that he wanted, but could not get 





Kevin Schwantz; motor cycling's new 
world champion 
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the coveted riders' championship, the 
uiiiinatc crown in motor cycling. The 
world was growing tired of seeing 
Wayne Rainey regularly ascend the 
winner's podium over the last three 
years. The sporting gurus felt that it 
was time for a change of guard. 

Schwantz had dared to dream that 
he was the one who could bring about 
this change. But he had endured and 
nurtured this dream only to see it fade 
away at the last moment. He knew he 
could do it, but somehow he always 
fell short of his goal. It was only last 
year that fate decided to loosen its grip 
on him and let him realise his 
ambitions. It decided to let him take a 
long, hard look into that hitherto 
uncharted territory...the world of the 
world champion I 

It was a realm that Schwantz had 
seen from close-up but had never set 
foot on. No man in the history of 
Grand Prix racing has ever won more 
races, yet never won a championship 
(or even come close) as Schwantz did. 

But 1993 proved to be Schwantz's 
year. The critics too were full of praise 
when on the afternoon of September 
12,1993 at the American Grand Prix 
at Laguna Seca, Schwantz managed to 
take that long awaited step from 
mediocrity to greatness. He became 
the new world motor cycling 
champion. He himself knew that it 
would happen one day and on 
winning the title, he hoped that the 
message he had delivered to the world 
was as unmistakable as he had 
intended it to be. That he was 'second' 
to none! 

The road to the riders' 
championship had been a long and 
arduous one for Kevin Schwantz. But 
the performance that he had turned 
in, in the 500cc category in 1993 was 
so full of controlled aggression that 
the challenges that came in the form 
of arch-rival Wayne Rainey (a 
three-time world champion), and the 
talented Australian Michael Doohan 
were reduced to mere side-shows. The 
real verdict—in Schwantz’s 
favour—^was one that was so violently 
in contempt of plausibility, that 
Schwantz's critics the world over. 


who have been questioning his 
unorthodox riding skills had been left 
feeling nothing but embarrassment. 
Schwantz's riding last year was 
replete with taaical and technical 

virtuosity and at times it led the other 
riders (specially Wayne Rainey) to 
believe that he was playing 
guessing-games with them. But this 
was so typical of Schwantz. The 
opposition, in knowing this, were 
waiting for the inevitable to happen: 
that Schwantz, in pushing his luck, 
would ultimately fade away. 

Consider this proof: Till the eve of 
the British Grand Prix at Donington 
Park, Schwantz was leading Rainey by 
a comfortable 23 points. But he failed 
to capitalise for the first time in the 
season and crashed 
out—spectacularly—in the very first 
lap. Schwantz's Donington drop out 
threw the 500cc Championship wide 
open and this put the Suzuki Lucky 
Strike rider under real pressure at the 
eleventh round of the title chase. A 
win by Schwantz at Donington would 
have made it very difficult for the rest 
of the pack to catch up. It would have 
also negated the theory that however 
good Schwantz is, he is essentially a 
crowd pleaser rather than a winner. 
Schwantz, on the other hand, 
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appeared to be super cool when he 
brushed off the 'death sentences' 
claiming that he had set his sights on 
the immediate race, the Czech GP at 
Brno. 

" 1 think that if we can keep doing 
what we've been doing so far. I can 
beat Wayne (Rainey), I won at Brno in 
1989 and a repeat of that would put us 
right back on course." Schwantz's 
assessment put into perspeaive his 
determination to win the title this 
year. And in the process, he managed 
to dismiss one of the most 
long-standing theories of 
contemporary motor cycle racing: 






‘Others may race, but Wayne Rainey Whan it comas to sheer daradevifiy, no nobody can match Schwantz. But to 

and his Yamaha will always win'. »"« can match Schwantz loriune, the Texan had 

This theory had been largely due to serious injuries. Rainey crashed only once last season—^when 

propagated by the fact that Rainey had suffered serious back injuries his bike actually ran over him at 

been the 500cc world champion for breaking the fourth and fifth Donington—-as opposed to 11 times 

the last three years and the others, in vertebrae in his neck at me Italian GP previously. Rainey in comparison, has 

spite of their obvious talent, had at Misano and Doohan crashed out for had only four crashes in his career, 

grown used to coming second. Not for the umpteenth time in his career, while Doohan continues to battle 

nothing is Rainey known as 'Mr. breaking a bone in his right shoulder with his fitness, or lack of it, brought 

Perfect’ in motor cycling circles., while actually leading in the about by serious injuries over the last 

By the time Schwantz had wrapped American GP. couple of years, 

up his first world championship in These mishaps were nevertheless. Moreover, it was Sch wantz's 

front of his countrymen in Laguna ironical in nature, especially when affinity for crashing regularly that 

Seca, the challenges from both Rainey you consider the fact that when it made his rivals, specially Rainey, 

and Doohan had fizzled out. Both the comes to dare-devil riding and question his riding skills. It had also 

challengers had fallen by the wayside fantastic crashes (purely visually) ensured that Schwantz, till some lime 
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ago, had fallfii prey to Rainey's skilful 
psychological tactics. Rainey opined 
that Schwantz crashed regularly 
because of the way he rode, going into 
corners very hard and using his brakes 
a lot. 

Sadly Rainey all but repeated 
Schwantz's tactics by crashing in the 
ninth lap of the Italian GP. Rainey had 
to be flown by helicopter to hospital 
with serious back injuries. In the 
process, he blew away an 11 -point 
advantage over Schwantz and his 
chances of winning a fourth world 
championship. By the end of that 
race, Schwantz had regained a five 
point lead over Rainey with only two 
more rounds of racing left. Thereafter, 
his fourth place finish at the American 
GP ensured him of the title. Rainey 
managed to come in second, in spite of 
not earning points in the last two 
races. Doohan came in a joint third 
with countryman Daryl Beattie. 

" i was looking for a great battle with 
Wayne on the track," said a visibly 
distressed Schwantz after Rainey 
dropped out. "It's terrible and I just 
cannot belibve what's happened " 

These words went a long way to 
show that bitter rivalries m a sjwrt 
such as motor cycling were only 
restricted to the tracks. The 
combatants, however, do share a 


h was Schwantz's 
affinity for crashing that 
had made his fellow 
competitors, specially 
Rainey, question his 
riding skills. It had also 
ensured that Schwantz, 
till some time ago, had 
fallen prey to Rainey's 
skilful psychological 
tactics 



feeling of camaraderie off it. And this 
quality cannot be highlighted more 
than in the case of Schwantz, a rider 
who portrays everything that the 
world of motor cycle racing has to 
offer. 

Soon the rivals will be tuning up 
their engines for the 1994 season and 

Today, Schwantz is sacond to none 


the contests, both of skill and guts, will 
be on show at the race tracks of the 
world. Who knows what surprises this 
year will have to offer. Will Rainey 
make a comeback? Will Doohan be 
able to uplift his performance? Will 
Schwantz be able to regain his title? 
The silent venues hold all the answers. 

\ By William Rhodes 

















WORLD OF TENNIS 


THE ROLL OF 


Erratic form, tournament dropouts, upsets, humid 
conditions. It all means that no winner can be 
predicted for the Australian Open 


BY DAVID McMAHON, MELBOURNE 


M ats wilander is 

something of a rarity in 
the 1994 Australian 
Open field. Not just 
because the former world number 
one has actually made a comeback to 
competitive tennis at the grand slam 
level, but because he will be the only 
person in the 128-man singles field to 
have won this title on grass at 
Kooyong and on the synthetic 
Rebound Ace surface at Flinders Park. 
It sort of makes you feel that Wilander 
spans two distinct eras and then you 
remember that the Open only moved 
to Flinders Park as recently as 1988. 

Yet the National Tennis Centre, to 
give it its rightful title, has an 
atmosphere all of its own. Kooyong 
was all grace and grass, green painted 
stands and flags fluttering gently in 
the breeze as the traffic rolled by on 
the South-Eastern Arterial. But those 
were the days when people 
questioned Australia’s right to hold 
the first grand slam event of the 
calendar year. If the tournament 
needed a change of image, it came 
about with the blueprint of the new 
tennis centre. 

I can remember sitting through a 
rain delay at Wimbledon in 198(> and 
watching one of the television sets in 
the media area. The topic turned to 
covered stadia and suddenly, right in 
front of us, the television camera 
zoomed m on a person holding a scale 
model ol an oval-shaped, space-age 
stadium with a white, futuristic, 
retractable rool. This, we were told, 
was the tennis centre that would lead 
the game into the 21 st century. 


ft was a year and a half before I 
actually set eyes on the National 
Tennis Centre at Melbourne's 
Flinders Park. The description had 
been no exaggeration. It really is the 
sports stadium of the future and it 
gave the tournament the sort of 
facelift that no public-relations stunt 
or advertising campaign could even 
have achieved. The Australian Open 
was suddenly the big tournament of 
the year and today's grand slam 
calendar could not hope to have a 
more high-profile start. 

The 1994 tournament will open 
with the spotlight firmly on Jim 
Courier, who has won the last two 
titles here and has been as strong in 
the mental department as he has been 
in the physical and tennis prowess 
departments. But spare a thought for 
Pete Sampras, who looks most likely 
to succeed here should Courier fail. 
Sampras has looked vulnerable in the 
Rio Challenge being played in Sydney 
even as this feature is being written(he 
faltered almost fatally against Jason 
Stoltenberg before going on to win), 
but could make a big impression when 
the tennis caravan moves across the 
border to Melbourne. 

Another player who could have his 
sights set firmly on the men's crown is 
the Czech player, Petr Korda. This was 
the man who last month fought an 
epic five-setter against Sampras in the 
.semi-final of the rich Gtand Slam Cup, 
gritted out to win against the 
American and then beat Michael Stich 
in the final to pick up not just his 

Pate Sampras; will he upset Courier's 
applecart this time? 
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Tiffin carriers 
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I am a large version of a typical insulated flask. * 

I have been aeoted with Food-grade Polyethytene, 

I am also extremely light. Large quantities of medicines, 
foodstuff, etc. can be stored tor longer periods and 
transported over greater distances, remaining k/\ 
fresnond hygienic. I am also very innovatjve^^®*pf,ce 
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Petr Korda; tbia tenMeramental but 
talented player could conie np with a 
turpriaa ortwo 

biBgesl title, but by far, his biggest pay 
cheque as well. 

Petr Korda? You ask me who the 
hell Petr Korda is? Well, let me tell you 
that Sergi Bruguera could have walked 
the avenues of any city in the world 
and gone unrecognised until he won 
the French Open last year. As a matter 
of fact, he could probably still walk the 
world's best cities and still go 
unrecognised. Is this because tennis is 
becoming a faceless game, I ask 
myself? 

Could be. Could be. Far be it for me 
to hanker for a bygone era, but 
inethinks the blood-and-guts rivalry 
between Connors and Borg and 
McEnroe and Lendl is generally 
missed by all and sundry. Yes, I know 
Connors' behaviour Iclt much to be 
desired and McEnroe's graces were 
mainly restricted to his courtcraft, but 
by God I would have queued uj) to 
watch them play. 

Yes, 1 know Sampras and Courier 
are wonderful players and yes I agree 
that they are infinitely better for the 
manner of the game than their 
American predecessors, but where's 
the passion, the ra/'/le, the electricity? 

One of the better quips at the 
Australian Gpen came from Patrick 
McEnroe', three years ago, when he 
made the semi-final here, the first 
time he had progressed to the last-four 



stage ol any grand slam event. 

"Ah yeah, it's great tor the 
promoters to have Lendl, Becker, 
Edberg and McEnroe in the semis, * he 
drawled, "But the only problem is; it's 
the wrong McEnroe". 

But that's the point, isn't it? Tennis 
is progressing. Tennis is changing. The 
image of loutish players (no matter if 
they were sheer superstars), is on the 
way out; replacing them at the top arc 
the quiet achievers. The point to be 
made too is that the depth of talent 
now is far greater in the 90s than it 
was in the 70s and early 80s. Back 
then, Borg, McEnroe, Connors and 
Lendl were, by far, the four most 
outstanding players on the circuit, 
standing head and shoulders above 
the rest. Now, the game has 


Sampras and 
Courier are 
wonderful players 
but where's the 
passion, the razzle, 
the electricity? 


progressed, fitness levels are higher 
than ever before and any of 20 men 
could win the major titles on the 
circuit. End result; you can no longer 
pinpoint the best four performers on 
I he circuit, simply because they are so 
evenly-matched now. 

The ATP rankings system was 
introduced in 197? and Connors 
occupied top spot for five years, Borg 


for two, McEnroe four and Lendl four. 
In today's environment, you would 
be surprised if any one player stayed 
in the world number one spot for 
longer than four months, simply 
because of the intensity of the 
competition and the faa that the 
brilliance is spread much further. 

Curiously enough, someone asked 
Ivan Lendl his thoughts on exactly the 
same question this week. He was clear 
in his response. "It's going to be very 
difficult for players now to dominate 
now as the game was dominated by 
me, Becker, Connors or Borg because 
the game has improved and because 
there are so many top-quality 
players," he said. 

It's one of the first times Ivan and 1 
have agreed on anything ■ 
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Then why drive a car that 
doesn’t perform 100%? 


Even the so called premium multigrade 
oils in the market are not enough to keep your car 
performing at its peak. There is still a big gap 
between what your engine delivers and what was 
built into It 

Now, for the first time in India, 
IBP Caltex Limited offers you, a solution to 
span this gap. A hi-technology engine oil called 
Caltex Advanced CXT. It keeps going where 
others leave off. 


Caltex CXT surpasses the most severe 
performance tests of America, Europe and japan - 
it’s API SG, CCMC G'4 and Japanese SG. It’s 
ideal for the newest turbocharged or multivalved 
designs. We don’t know of any petrol engme in 
the world that demands more than what Caltex 
CXT can deliver. 

Obviously, to create an oil like this 
costs more. But then you are getting the world’s 
finest engine oil to help you avoid expensive 
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I T wasn't heavy lifting, not in the Atlas 
style, but it seemed to jiggle the world as 
that old Greek body-builder supposedly 
did himself. Jennifer Capriati, who 
hasn't lifted a tennis racket for three months, 
got more attention for lifting a cheap pinkie 
ring from a Florida store last month than she 
did for stealing a gold medal from Steffi Graf 
last year in Barcelona. 

Condemnatory headlines sprouted across 
the planet, and Capriati, a minor, was 
punished merely with a citation for a 
misdemeanour. She says she made a careless 
mistake in walking off with the ring. What 
17-year-old hasn't done similarly, cither 
thoughtlessly, as sht claims or as a prankish 
act of bravado? 

Still, a crime might be involved here. It may 
have been committed in 1990 when, at 13, 
Capriati was robbed of her childhood by her 
father, thrown into the feline-eat-feline 
maelstrom of professional tennis. She became 
an instant working woman, part-time 
school-girl and sole support of lier family, on 
whom the world suddenly zoom-lensed. 

There was no turning back from her 
spectacular professional debut at Boca Raton, 
where Capriati waded through seasoned pros 
before losing a close final to Gabriela Sabatini. 
Full galleries and an international press 
task-force blinked at her every move. 

Of innumerable quotes since uttered by 
Capriati, ranging from adolescent to zany, 
practically the first, at Boca Raton, was 
innocently perceptive. "The press is out of 
control," she laughed, peering at the 
assemblage from all quarters. She rio longer 
laughs. "I'm shocked at how this thing was • 
blown up," she says. 

Wouldn't Charles Dickens have loved this 
twist on child labourers? Instead of poor little 
matchgirls, tennis teems with rich little 
matchplay girls. They arc, in fact, 
impoverished millionaires. 

Listen to a few sport-damning quotes by 
two of the richest and most successful. 
Capriati, arriving in Paris tor her initial French 
Open in 1990, barely 14, talked about "seeing 
the city" in a couple of hours. She was startled 
that Notre Dame was a cathedral. "I thought it 
was a football team," she said. Napoleon's 
Tomb she identified as "where that little dead 
dude is buried". Whether those lines were 
intended for the laughs they got is unknown. 
But that was Paris for Capriati. Asked 12 
months later, in 1991, what she'd seen this 
time, she answered, positively, "I did Paris last 
year." 
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Jennifer Capriati has made 
millions,but now seems to hi 
heading for the classic teen 
burnout ■ 





"Look, I love my 
daughter more 
than you know. 
But where I 
come from, we 
have a 

proverb-'When 
the apple is 
ripe, eat it' 
Jennifer is 
ripe. If she 
burns out only 
God can know. 
Not you or me. 
But when and if 
that happens, 
she'll have 


more money 
than I could 


ever give 
her,"-Stefano 
Capriati, father 
of Jennifer 
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Now we switch to Monica Seles. Asked if 
anything good came from her brush with 
death, Seles thought for a while, then replied: 
"Yes. While I was recuperating in Colorado, I 
did some things 1 didn't even know existed. 1 
hiked in the Rockies, 1 went fishing and 
canoeing." A voice from the tennis tunnel 
that these precocious kids inhabit, oblivious 
to anything else. 

Of course, Capriati is an accidental tourist, a 


very wealthy one at that, raised in Florida by 
her father, Stefano Capriati, for the specific 
purpose of striking a tennis ball harder, more 
accurately and more frequently than any 
other female in the world. She has come close 
to his (and maybe still her) goal. Rising as high 
as No 6 in the world, reaching US and 
Wimbledon semi-finals in 1991, winning the 
Olympics in 1992. At present she is No 9, 
forced into idleness by bone chips in her right 
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elbow since a first-round defeat in the United 
States Open. Recovered from that malady, she 
had intended to return to competition, she 
says, "by mid-February." 

"But now," says her new agent, Barbara 
Perry of International Management Group, "I 
don't know. This latest thing has really been a 
downer for Jennifer." Perry, who took over 
from a Poppa Capriati-harried John Evert 
(Chris's brother), was "looking forward to 
planning a bright new year for a physically 
recovered .Jennifer. However..."Perry's 
immediate job is that of sympathising and 
damage control. 

Capriati has made so much money 
($1,491,823 m tournament winnings alone) 
that it probably has little meaning. She says as 
much.Recemly she moved out of the family 
homestead (built with her money) in the 
small Florida resort of Wesley Chapel and into 
an ai>artment ol her own in nearby Tampa. 
The strong suspicion is that conic 29 March — 
her 18th birthday—Jennifer will say bye bye 
daddy and operate as a free agent. She might 
even say bye bye to lennis, ai least fora whole, 
graduate from high school in May and 
jiossibly even enrol in college. 

Ciaj.riati was surly and uncommunicative 
througliout most ol 1992, often garbing 
herself in black. Olympic gold brightened her 
for a lime. Poppa crowed at Barcelona: "You 
sec, when a leen-age girl looks in the mirror 
and sees she's a little fat, she hates her mom 
and dad. Same thing if she loses matches. But 
that medal makes everything fine " 

It didn't. Despite raw talent, a powertul 
physique and heart, Jennifer still didn't know 
how to play strategically. She was progressing 
in 1991 under the guidance of Tom Gullikson 
(now US Davis Cup captain). But Gullikson, a 
national coach, was paid for by the US Tennis 
Association and, underpressure for 
subsidising the Capriatis, the USTA withdrew 
financial support. Nevertlieless Poppa was 
told he could negotiate with Gullikson 
himself. Despite vast wealth. Poppa played 
Scrooge. Gullikson shrugged and departed, 
and Jennifer hasn't improved. The 1993 
season, containing only one of her six caree' 
titles, has been the nadir. 

Jennifer has often appeared to want only an 
unremarkable teenager's life with her pals. 
Long ago she must have realised her father's 
philosophy. He expressed it to me after 1 had 
criticised him for overplaying her, entering 
her in tournaments not only when she 
needed rest but when she was injured. He was i 



frank: "Look, J love my-daughter more than 
you know. But where I come from we have a 
proverl)—'When the apple is ripe, eat it ' 
Jennifer is ripe. If she burns out, only God can 
know. Not you or me. But when and if that 
happens she'll have more money than 1 could 
ever give her." 

It's easy to make the overbearing, 
Italian-born Stclano Capriati the villain of the 
piece, a man who threatened to sue if the 
Woman'sTennis Association refused to lower 
Its age limit from 14 to 13 to accommodate 
Jennifer. Yet how many parents would have 
resisted putting their daughters to work for 
millions? 

And where is the responsibility of the 
WTA? Should any girl under 16—even 
better, 18--be permitted to plunge into the 
hurly burly of competition, with the 
attendant li 'SS of girlhood, privacy, perhaps 
values? 

It may be too soon to determine precisely 
the ps ychological harm that has been done to 
Jennifer, her contemporaries and others 
before her. But you do not have to be Freud to 
suspect that what a girl wants may extend to 
more than just a serve and a backhand. ■ 


Capriati has 
made so much 
of money 
($1.491323 in 
tournament 
winnings 
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ituyatcf»fes siq<|^ quart^J- Sh^Avj(^i got^^lispn 
V^Jfneverfe iix^t dark about what the tim^iau' 
Introducing the Indiglo from Timex a wafcK' 
whbsc entire dial lights up at thepu'sh of d^uttoh. 
The Indiglo incorporates the advanced princi|de 
of elcctroluminisccncein which minute.- 
quahtities.Qf .energy Tryj^Hjt watcli bat^*ryare, 




■up the entiresuifacf^ evenly with a blue-gre,e& 
glow^^oh,ventional watch dials-hjHfiB-so farlosed 
eitheJ dinj:ibacklight*.^hich drains the battery, 6r 
phosphoresce; 5 #'?^'teriaI which 


losjiJs intensity overtlthel *' * - 
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- So’tqke a-^fxdll over to the nearest Timex Stote 
'and take out word when we say that you've got 
yourselfa good deal. .. " ■ 
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IfibW many times have you cursed yojutrself 
and your hike, when you suddenly find yourself 
,x'ma dark, deserted road and discover tliat your 
lights and hom don't work, courtesy the faulty 
battery in your bike. 

If ypiu've been hi this situation*-ride down to the 
neatest auto sbo'p and get an Exide MX battery 
fitted. Manufactured byChloride Industries, this 
isxine battery. specUicallyjdesign^d to take the 
bumps; jerks and spills two-wheeler riding. The 

Vrong rfnd dutaWte Polypropylene containers are 


attractively styled with head sealed lids and 
includes^vlsual acid level dttcldug facility. To 
^void acid spBJage undet arduous driving 
conditions the battery's got specially designed , ,, 
vent omlels for complete safety and low . 
rrtaintenance costs^r.**’' ' . 

A oneyear guarantee is an added incentive. 
Chloride Industries have also designed an 
exclusive Exide MX Checkmate which could help 
get the mostoutof your two- wheeler and 
^Iteep^rack of it's performance, ^ w • - 
expenses and other 
important records. For 
more on the 
produa and for your ^ 

FREE copy of Exide MX 1 SP^I 

Checkmate, write giving HH • 
youimame and address to; | 

PS Advertismg Ltd. * | > 5 ? 

228-A, AJCBo^Road ' " " 

Landmark (3rd Floor)'"' • 

Calcutta 700'020 " 
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pulsating competition is enough to keep 
thousands of fans salivating for more. 

The Britishers will be back again this year 
with their 250 cc Yamahas, Hondas and 
Kawasakis. But any smug look on their faces is 
likely to be removed by the presence of the 
formidable Germans who will be making their 
debut as a team with their M-Tech 250 bikes. 
These bikes are a composition of Apriliia, 
Bakker, Rotax and Yamaha components and. 
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H Indian motor sport has conm to this advanced stage 
then most of the credit shoold go to Viiay Mallya 

powered by ihe famous Rolax 250 cc engine, 
arc expected to tie the German answer to 
Japanese technology. The cynosure in the 
two-wheeler event is likely to be Michael 
Wild. The German has the right credentials, 
having won the German, the British and 
European Championships in the past. Wild is 
in thcauiomativc business and besides his 
riding skills is well known for his two-wheeler 
innovations. His vehicles—a souped up 
M-Tech 250 cc is capable of touching speeds of 
upto250kmph. 

His main competitors should be 
Englishman Graham Thomson, who has 
finished second at the Belgian Grand Prix, and 
two Japanese riders Keiji Tamura and 
Akhihiro Yamada. While the former finished 
second in the All-American 250 cc 
Championship last year, the latter atop his 
Tamaha TZ 250 is rated among the top ten 
riders in his country. 

If the two-wheeler field wears a classy look, 
the four-wheeler event looks even more 
competitive. In fact, there have been some 
very interesting changes in the F- 3s. The J.K. 
Team have pulled out of this category this 
year though, of course, they will figure very 
prominently in the 'N' class, formula Marutis 
and McDowell 1000 categories. 

Consequently, their top MRF team making it 
the most formidable team in Indian 


motorsport. Hie MRF team now has J. Anand, 
Leelakrishnan, Akbar Ebrahim, K.E. Kumar, 
Farad Bathena, Ram Narayan and Farookh 
Commissariat. 

Another interesting feature in the F-3 
category will be the Bowman BC 3 and 4s with 
Moogen Honda engines being brought to 
India for the first time by MRF. Anand and 
Leelakrishnan arc expected to drive these 
races while the Ralt RT 36s with Moogen 
Honda engines will be driven by the rest of the 
team. Here again, the MRF boys will have to 
match their wit and skills with those of the 
four Britishers and three Sri Lankans making 
this the largest F-3 grid of 12 cars. 

Also for the first time in India will be seen 
the FF 1600s. All 16 of them will be driven by 
Indians. And there will be a battle royal 
between the formula Marutis with there 
being as many as 35 of them in the field. 

And so excitement at the MMSC track at 
Sriperambudur is bound to be at fever pitch 
with the foreign mobikes, F-3s, FF 1600s, 
■formula Marutis, McDowell 1000s and the 
group N' cars all scorching the track on the 
two Sundays. Fasten you scat belts folks. 

Partab Ramchand 
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R . K. GAS BAG, now that his gas 
had completely gone out of all 
his orifices in a non-stop 
movement in the past two months, 
decided to make peace. But instead of 
making peace with the 
Radhakrishnans, he turned his head 
360 degrees and went off in the 
direction of Beejay Amrit Raj in the 
city of Madrush. Now, we all know 
that Beejay Amrit Raj, also known as 
King Beejay, was one of India's most 
famous TDH (Tall, dark, handsome) 
players. 

"I salute you," R.K. Gas Bag said, as 
he went down on his knees and kissed 
the while Reebok-clad feet of King 
Beejay. The latter sat on a high backed 
throne made of pure gold. On his 
head, he wore the obligatory golden 
crown, inlaid with sapphires and 
mbies. He also wore an expensive 
black Georgio Armani full sleeved 
jacket with white tennis shorts. 

"I salute you, " R.K. (jas Bag 
repeated, "the AlWTA (All India 
Wrong Tennis Federation) licks the 
feet of King Beejay, the lord and 


master of all the planets in this galaxy 
and all the other galaxies where tennis 
is played. It is because of you that 
countries like Bhutan, Sri Lanka, 
Burma, and Mauritius are afraid of 
of us." 

"Cut the crap out," king Beejay 
said in his gentle and polite manner, 
"what's the beef?" 

But R.K. Gas Bag was busy. His 
bloodied tongue had slithered out of 
his mouth and now he was patiently 
licking the sneakers. 

Precious minutes went past and Gas 
Bag's tongue was aching. So he 
stoppl’d and took out a small 
container from his trouser pocket. It 
contained Dalda ghee. He opened it 
and dipped his tired tongue into the 
soothing ghee. After a while, his 
tongue felt rejuvenated and he 
continued to lick the master's shoes. 

After a while. King Beejay ojiened 
his eyes, let out a sigh of pleasure and 
said, "nnough, enough. I am satisfied. 
So what's the problem?" 

R.K. Gas Bag stood up, put his 
handy ghee container back into his 
trouser pocket and said, "This is an age 



of divorce." 

"I know that," King Beejay 
thundered out immediately, "I live in 
America most of the time. I know all 
about divorce." 

"It's catching on in India also, "R.K. 
Gas Bag said, "in fact, to tell you the 
truth, 1 have had a bitter divorce with 
the Radhakrishnans. And they are 
asking for alimony payments of more . 
than Rs. 20 lakhs. Also, my mistress 
Leena Pays is asking a cut for services 
done. Of course, in this, she has been 
influenced by her father. Dr. Bas 
(Enough) Pays, a man who is indeed a 
doctor but the only thing he practises 
all the time,is hockey. And lately, the 
captain of rny armed guards. N.K. 
Chiraiijeevi has quit and gone ofl to 
at t in an Andhra film with Ashwina 
Nochaptet. My defense is weak now. 1 
can be attacked any time." 

"So what do you want me to do?". 
King Beejay said, licking his ebony 
and ivory lips. 

".loin tfic pirate ship known as the 
AlWTA," R.K. Gas Bag immediately 
said, "we'll split earnings SO-30." 

King Beejay laughed till the tears 
rolled out of his eyes. Then he wiped 
his eyes and said, "You are finished 
Gas Bag! No one believes your gas any 
more. In fact, you don't have any gas 
left!" 

"Okay, 70-30." R.K. Gas Bag said, 
bargaining desperately. 

"Nothing doing." King Beejay said, 
scratching his nose, "90-10 and I'll 
keep the keys of the'tijori.T will also 
lose a bit of my credibility mixing with 
you. So, 1 need to be compensated 
well." 

R.K. Gas Bag knew when he was 
defeated fair and square. He clicked 
his fingers and Mr. Rum 'Yes Man' De 
Sigh, R.K. Gas Bag's factotum, dressed 
in white and red livery, came forward. 

"Give King Beejay the keys of the 
’tijori," he said. 

The factotum gave the key and then 
both of them bowed and walked 
backwards, out of the king's chamber. 

Outside, R.K. Gas Bag turned to his 
'Yes Man' and said, "If he docs not 
share the loot, call a press conference 
saying that King Beejay is faking the 
accounts of the AlWTA."* 

Shevlin Sebastian 
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A first hand, on the spot account of the trials, 
tribulations and eventual triumph of 
Kapil Dev on reaching Sir Richard Hadlee's 
world record of 431 Test wickets 
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E ven KapU Dfv couldn't 

explain ill Here was a man who 
they said had been so hardened 
by professionalism and by the realities 
of life that he was not one to show 
emotion. And yet on that splendid 
Sunday morning in Bangalore the 
tears just rolled forth like a fountain of 
emotion, gushing uncimtrolled. 

As he spoke on the public address 
system at the KSCA stadium thanking 
" all those who have played cricket 
with me, my wife, my parents," he 
choked with emotion and failed to 
comi>lete his speech. Then, tears 
rolling down his eyes, he was led back 
to the pavilion where he hugged his 
wife Romi who consoled and 
ctmgratulaied him at the same time. 
Fvcij as he was interviewed by 
l.)o('rdarshdn, Kapil fought back the 
tears. Yet the man (if the moment 
cotildn't pm point theexaa reasons 
fot this blatant outburst of emotion. 
Why, he was even apologetic "I'm 
sorry about that," he said in that 
special Kapil kind of way "that 1 tame 
out with emotion. I couldn t control 
myself Normally I do ('ontrol, but it 
)iisi happened I came out with 
emotion." 

Kapil's inslinclive show' of emotion 
was not the only thing that was 
abnormal. The moment iisell was not 
normal. Here was an Indian fast 
howler who had Just etpialled the 
woi Id record of it J Test wickets. 
"Nofiody can now say that we can't 
produce fast bowlers," he declared. 
"We can. It s just that we require the 
delerniinatioii tliat is required to do 
so." Even by his own admission, the 
one quality that has brought Kapil to 
this stage has been his determination. 
That unflinchinji resolve to fight 
against all odds and ultimately come 
out on lop. 

And yet, for Kapil Dev, resoluteness 
was not a quality that he acquired. 
Raihei, he seemed to be born with it. 
What other reason can exjilain how a 
simple home grown lad could work 
himself up to a pedestal where he is 
looked up to not only as a successful 
cricketer but more importantly as an 
exceptional human being. 

And even after overcoming almost 


every challenge as it were, Kapil still 
talks about challenges. "I still believe 
that the bigger the challenge, the 
more I enjoy it," he confessed. "I 
enjoy bowling on Indian wickets. 
Because everybody has the opinion 
that they are slower wickets and fast 
bowlers are totally dead. Bull like to 
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enjoy the challenge. It's a good feeling 
to go out and prove people wrong, it's 
not the wickets but your ability and 
your own determination which is 
important. Yes wickets do help, but il 
they are not helpful, you have to keep 
trying and keep trying." 


"ft was obvious there 
was pressure.) won't 
say i wasn't tense, i just 
wanted to finish it off 
and carry on with my 
life. But it seemed to be 
getting a little too far. I 
needed to finish it off so 
everybody could relax " 


H aving adopted 'determination' 
as his motto, Kapil found that at 
no other time did it come to his rescue 
more than in the days leading up to 
the world record. 

In these times of triumph, joy and 

TIm hare bmng chairMl off tha fiaM by Aihar 
aadSMba 


celebration, it may not be apt to go 
digging in t.he dirt. But to comprehend 
Kapil's emotion and the open show of 
il, one would be lorced to highlight 
the many hattles that he fought 
recently to reach that seemingly 
unrcathablestar. 

Sure, Kapil did think ol his parents, 
his wife and his friends and the 
encouragemeni they gave him when 
he was down. Rut those tears were 
more a release than any real 
exhibition of joy, loi what joy can 
there be from battles in which success 
merely brings deliverance from 
distress and anxiety. 

Kapil's first battle was against 
himself. Age, with it's resultant 
handicaps, was not prepared to grant 
even the great Kapil Dev any undue 
favours. Dogged by kneepeoblems for 
many years, he suddenly found his 
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right shoulder giving way. Bowling at 
the nets became more of a burden and 
a penance than a practice. And 
bowling in matches was done at the 
risk of deadly side effects counesy 
doses of pain killing hydro cortizone 
injeaions administered by a doctor 
specially flown in from Bombay. Kapil 
soon found that he had reached the 
age when the body does not match the 
willingness of the heart. The only 
thing in his favour was his natural 
fitness (“which I have to thank the 
Almighty and my parents hn"). He 
gradually came to understand that the 
only thing he should exercise 
vigorously is caution. 

“I have realised recently,” he 
admits, “that the longer the bowling 
spell, the more I keep getting into my 
rhythm. I'm not a young man 


Many began to feel that 
Kapil's quest for the 
elusive world reeord 
was now hampering the 
interests of me team, 
because It was 
interfering with the 
balance of the playing 
eleven 


anymore, so it takes a little more time 
to get into a ryhthm." 

A t the same time, Kapil also had to 
fight his second and more 
dangerous battle, for it dealt not with 
the body but with the mind. 

It had become obvious for some 
time that Kapil was no longer 
unanimously wanted in Indian 
cricket. The grapevine had it that 
some powers-that-be intended to ease 
him out as soon as he crossed Sir 
Richard Hadlee's mark. Neither did 
Kapil's form provide for any 
confidence. 

Opinions began to flow freely, 

"Kapil is finished," “He should 
retire", “he won't get the record." 
Many saw the Sri Lanka series as 
Kapil's last. Requiring seven wickets 





for the record when he was given a 
mere 13 overs in the first Test against 
the Sri Lankans at Lucknow' there 
were cries of sabotage from Kapil fans. 
Suddenly, it seemed there were 
people who didn't want Kapil to cross 
the mark, perhaps because that would 
hamper their chances of getting rid of 
him, since he would then become a 
nal,ional hero. But the faa was that 
Kapil didn't bowl well enough to 
justify a longer spell at Lucknow. 

In fact, for the §econd Test at 
Bangalore, Kapil's very place in the 
eleven could have been in jeopardy. 
The nature of the wicket prior to the 
Test justified the inclusion of Jawagal 
Srinath who could have utilised the 
bounce especially during the first two 
(lays. But not being allowed the 
luxury of dropping a spinner for the 
sake <af including a third seamer, Kapil 
had to be included at the expense of 
Srinath. Many began to feel that 
Kapil's quest for the elusive world 
record was now hatnjrering the 
interests of the team because it was 
interfering with the balance of the 
playing eleven. 

"If somebody is better than me", 
said Kapil diplomatically, "then they 
are better. It is entirely up to the 
selectors to choose whosoever they 
want." 

Yet he was sporting enough to 
declare the day before the Bangalore 
Test that Srinath would be a 
dangerous customer on the first two 
days on that wicket. 

It was no secret even to Kapil that 
he was been gifted an opportunity 
merely because he had the world 
record within his sights. But the 
pressure didn't end there. After the 
nets on the day before the Test, 
(during which Kapil seemed relaxed 
and enjoying himself) there was a 
meeting of the team management 
(Wadekar, Azharuddin and 
Tendulkar) and chairman of seleaors 
G.R. Vishwanath. Kapil was called 
into the meeting and when he 
emerged he seemed a different man. 
From that moment onwards, the 
strain and pressure was writ large on 
Kapil's face. At official functions, he 
stayed away from the limelight (and 


the team), his large expression-filled 
eyes fold the story. 

Apparently, Kapil had been told 
very diplomatically to 'hurry up' with 
his record, because the team could not 
afford the luxury of choosing a player 
merely because of records. Kapil 
pointed to the fact that there was no 
way he was going to pick up wickets 
unless he was given more bowling. 
There seemed to be agreement that 
Kapil would get a greater share of the 


Kambli sneouragM manager Wadakar to loin 
in the dancing 

bowling so that he could get the record, 
out of the way. 

Of course, both parties denied any 
such talk, with k apil claiming that he 
was called in to disaiss the selection of 
the team. 

"No one spoke to me direaly about 
it. If somone spoke over a drink orso 
later then I don't know. But neither 
'Azzu' nor anyone else told me 


anything. I'm playing my game, if 
they want to pidc me then I will play, if 
not, I won't," Kapil retaliated in 
frustration. 

Yet after reaching the 4J1 mark, 
Kapil was grateful for having been 
given a total of 29.3 overs in the Test. 
"I'm happy that the management 
have given me a lot of chances in 
Bangalore to see to it that the pressure 
on me and everybody in the team 


should be relieved." That confession 
summed up the kind of effect Kapil's 
efforts to reach the world record was 
having on the Indian dressing room. 

In fact, there was talk that Kapil's 
deadline was to be Hamilton, 
the one off Test against New Zealand 
in mid-March. The logic being that the 
team could not take chances against 
opposition like the West Indies who 
are due to tour here later this year. 





f'’\ UITE naturally, when Kapil came 
\ in to bowl at Bangalore, not only 
did he carry with him his shoulder 
injury and the pressure of the 
occasion, he also had the additional 
burden of carrying the humiliation he 
was being put through. Did this great 
cricketer deserve this treatment 
merely because he wanted to achieve 
whal.no other cricketer had ever 
achieved before? Why, even those 
tears c ould not have possibly scaled 
the scars'ol the injury caused to his 
dignity and self-respect. 

Kapil's first ball was declared a 
no-ball. The second jritched outside 
the leg stump and moved further 
away. The third was flicked by 
Mahanama for a single. Looks were 
being e.\changed in the selectors’ box 
as well as among those who remained 
in the Indian dressing room. The 
silence seemed to be crying out, "why 
was he selected to play, he's finished." 

Then suddenly, Kapil's fourth ball 
had Dulip Sainaraweera snicking to 
Prabhakar in the slips and all hell 
broke loose. Yet, it was not until the 
penultimate day of the Test that some 
of the pressure was released. Kapil 


bowled well, picking up three wickets 
in the Lankan first innings and had a 
chance at taking another shot at their 
tail enders again. A call went out to 
wile Romi requesting her pre.sence at 
Bangalore lor the final day. “Hum nc 
Bibi so kaha ki aap ki I bode sc himmat 
obahiyc.“(l told the wife that f needed 
some ol tier courage .)/Tt was obvious 
there was pressure," Kapil confessed 


Even by his own 
admission, the one 
quality that has brought 
Kapil to this stage has 
been his determination. 
The unflinching resolve 
to fight against all odds 
and ultimately come out 
on top. Yet for Kapil Dev, 
resoluteness was not a 
quality fhat he acquired. 
Bather he seemed to be 
born with it 


later. "I won't say 1 wasn't tense. IJust 
wanted to finish it off and carry on 
with my file. But it seemed to be 
getting a little loo far. I needed to 
finisli it off so that everybody could 
relax." Life had indeed come to a 
standstill for Kapil Dev. Romi 
admitted that tfic pressure was even 
getting to her. She spoke of the restless 
nights Kapil was having and how she 
too was relieved it was over with. 

Kapil's humorous answer when 
asked who he thought were the most 
challenging batsmen he had ever 
bowled to was just another 
indication of the pressure he was 
under. "Don Anurasiri and 
Murlitharan, " he replied, referring to 
the Sri Lankan laiicnders. And then in 
a more sober manner he added, "I tell 
you this is the second time in my 
entire life when I thought that 1 have 
done something with my life and 
made something which people will 
remember me by. The first was my 
400 wickets and then this." 

S O now that life will carry on, what 
of the future? 

"1 don't talk about the future. I like 








to continue playing," he says almost 
defensively. 

But will the record influence KapU 
to cut down on his international 
commitments? 

"That Til leave to the selection 
committee. I'll sit down with them 
and ask them what they want from 
me. At this stage. I wouid say that 1 
should do whatever is good for Indian 
cricket." 

And if that means being 
dropped from a Test match or two, 
which now seems quite plausible. 

"If they want my services, I will try 
and give it to them as much as 
possible. 1 will sit down with the 
people in charge and discuss about 
what I can do from now onwards. At 
this stage I would not like to take any 
decisions on my own. 1 would like to 
talk to the selection committee and 
whenever they need me 1 will try and 
keep myself fit and will try to help 
them out." There is talk about the 
danger of falling from grace. 

Kapil doesn't like answering 
questions about retirement but he 
admits, "I would like to see that 


Bowling at the nets 
became more of a 
burden and a penance 
than a practice. And 
bowling in matches 
was done at the risk of 
deadly side effect 
courtesy doses of pain 
killing hydrocartizone 
injections administered 
by a doctor specially 
flown in from Bombay 



stood on the balcony of the Indian 
dressing room as Kapil came in to ball 
his first ball in Bangalore. Srinath's 
eyes were focussed intensely on the 
wicket. Match referee, Everton 
Weekes seated in the selectors' box in 
front, pointed Srinath out to one of 
the seleaors saying, "He must be 
angry. I bet he wants to bowl on that 
wicket." 

The selector turned to the 
legendary West Indian batsman and 
said, "you think he wants to bowl. I 
KNOW he wants to." The implications 
were obvious to anyone who knew of 
the background situation. 

Even Kapil Dev knew it all. No 
wonder he said afterwards, 
"whenever 1 prove people wrong I 
enjoy that." And no wonder he 
couldn't hold back those tears. For, 
when firmness of purpose blossoms 
into exceptional deeds, even grown 
men are know to cry. ■ 

See photo feature on Pages 52 
Photographs Pradeep Mandhani 
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After spending two full days with Kapil at home, Robin Chatterjee provides a 
personal account of Kapil Dev the human being 


I am a journalist, true. But, I am also an unabashed Kapil 
Dev fan. No, I am not in awe of him, having met and 
spent time with him before. But I admire him, 
nevertheless. There are perhaps many who can argue 
.saying how I, being a professional, can be so blasi* about 
this feeling, lean only defend myself by saying that you 
don t have to he any particular person in order to be a 
Kapil Dev fan.. .almost everyone is. 

I T looms up like an impregnable fortress. A massive 
pile of khaki folders. The Kapil Dev file. 'Storm me if 
you dare' it seems to say. Hundreds of pages of 
clippings. In depth features, interviews, throwaway 
news, hard news. Armies of writers trying to capture on 
the printed page, the 15-year cricketing career of Kapil 
Dev, considered the most successful Indian cricketer 
ever, with the more ambitious trying to capture (and 
write about) glimpses of the man himself. 

So you pull up a sturdy chair. Sort out the relevant 
files Tell the librarian to tone down the air-conditioner 
and sit down to sift relevant info from the Kapil Dev 
poitfolio. In its entirety. You go back to the future (it 
only seems like yesterday) and start spanning 15 years of 
the man's life in front of you—the relentless drive of a 


young kid from Haryana, to be the best m the world at 
what he always wanted to do—and the experience is 
rather numbing. When you finish, you are left with a 
'yes...but surely there's more,' kind of feeling. It can be 
quite scary. 

But for the present, it was all there—the 
achievements, the unwavering dedication, the 
accolades, even the occasional RIPs from people whose 
agendas couldn't keep pace with Kapil's rough drive to 
success. But do these khaki folders say everything about 
the cricketer, we've known for the last 15 years? Hard to 
say. This much you know though: for a decade and a 
half, Kapil Dev has thrived in a world of pressure so 
intense, that it has burned out even those who have 
succeeded at the highest level, or even come close to it. 
And through it all year after year, watching them burn 
out, retire or just drop out all around him, Kapil Dev has 
marched on. 

One cannot help but feel that perhaps there's too 
much dope in the Kapil lile. Too much explanation and 
too much analysis. That perhaps, the real path to 
understanding Kapil and his remarkable achievements 
lies in the policy of factual economy: stripping things 
down to the bare minimum, rejecting the extraneous 
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and reducing the matter to the man s most elemental 
(oncerns. Kapil himself would approve of this as he once 
told me, "If you want to know the real me, you should 
speak to those people who interact with me in my 
day-to-day life. Like my servants, dmwan etc. They can 
give you a clear picture of Kapil Dev. Fven if they say 
something bad. You don’t have to name them in print. 
But you will at least know the truth." The truth is that 
almost all those who come close to Kapil Dev gel to love 
and respect him. 

"Take it easy," spoke my professional conscience. "All 
you want from this guy is an interview. Don't bother 
yourself by trying to analyse his personality." 

It didn't help. 

I got the interview (The Godfather, Sponworld Jan. 26 
1994) but here I am sharing my experiences with Kapil 
Dev, the person I had seen over those two days in Delhi. 

M odi I.UFT flight M9 JOl touched down at Delhi's 
.Palam airport. It was roughly 10.30 pm and the 
mercury outside was threatening to dip a little lower. 
The luggage formalities over, 1 made my way through 
the crowd and started walking towards the taxi stand. All 
of a sudden 1 was accosted by a familiar face, a friend 
from school. He asked what 1 was doing in Delhi and on 
being told that I had come to interview Kapil Dev, his 
face broke out into one of those triumphant grins. 

"Kapil Dev," he smiled. "39 Sundernagar," he said 
matter of factly. 

That was Kapil's address. But how in the world did he 
know it, I wondered. Stupid question, I told myself. 
Everyone in Delhi knows Kapil Dev and where he stays. 
The guy may be slowing down a bit as a cricketer, but if 
he decides tomorrow to sell tickets to people to have 
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them come and watch him paint his front gate, you can 
rest assured that there would be a sell-out crowd 
turning up. That's how famous Kapil is. 

J ANUARY 10: 2.30 pm. It's a cold wintry afternoon 
and I (along with a crowd of other journalists and 
photographers) am watching the Indian team practise 
at the Palam Air Force grounds. Every journalist has 
earmarked someone or the other for a story or at best a 
couple of quotes. I am silently waiting for Kapil to finish 
batting so that I can persuade him into beginning our 
interview. Soon his turn is up, and Sanjay Manjrekar 
comes in to take his place. We go back to the players' 
dressing room, where Kapil asks for some lea, and while 
I go through my notes, he indulges in some tomfoolery 
with Sachin Tendulkar. 

And then suddenly, he turns around and asks me, "So 
tell me, what is going to be the angle of this interview?" 

He calms down and ctincentrates while 1 fill him in 
about how he topped an opinion poll, edging out even 
Bill Clinton into second place (Sunday Jan. 26). About 
how it was necessary for us to carry a Kapil interview in 
case he broke Sir Richard Hadlee's record during the Sri 
I,anka series. About how he had to clear up the air a little 
on the misconceptions that were being formed about 
him. It was lime he told the press his side of the story... 

"But tell me something," he asked, interrupting into 
my well rehearsed speech that I had memorised for an 
event like this. 

"Were you surprised that I topped the opinion poll?" 

I was dumbstruck by the bluntless of the question. It 
was strangely coupled both with a degree of confidence 
and simplicity. The answer 1 know, was an obvious one, 
but like a ruthless journalist, 1 side stepped the issue. 
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Seeing my reluctance to comment, Kapil nodded 
knowingly, but ail the while his expressive eyes were 
teasing me with a message: 'Who are you trying to kid?' 
it said. 'I know what the answer is and you know it too.' 
However, he couldn't help but ask again. 

"So tell me," he coaxed. "Were you surprised about 
the opinion poll?" 

"No," 1 replied, deciding to give in. 

"Okay," he said, his pride satisfied. "Now let's start 
the interview." 

"1 better warn you," 1 cautioned. "It's going to be a 
long session and I'm going to take a lot of your time." 

"Don't bother about these little things," he said a trifle 
irritated. "Interview start kara” 

"I'm going to have to be with you for the whole day 
and maybe even tomorrow," 1 cautioned. 

"Arre baba," he said looking at me with 
disappointment. "You will go where I go and that means 
anywhere. Satisfied? Now chaJo, start karo." 

A couple of questions later we get ready to leave for 
the Siri Fort auditorium where Kapil i.s taking part in a 
charity event for the Latiir earthquake victims. "You're 
coming with me," he said. 

"You carry on and I'll follow you there," I replied. 

"No, no," he said exasperatedly. "You will come with 
me. You can even interview me in the car while we go 
there. Abhi chalo yaar." So saying Kapil, Ajay .ladeja, 
one of the organisers lor the event, and myself got into his 
swank BMW and /ooined off towards Siri Fort. It is along 
the way to Sin Fort that I got to witness people's 


reactions to Kapil and how much he has come to mean to 
the ordinary people. 

W E were zipping along at a healthy pace through 
one of the less crowded streets of Delhi, when 
Kapil realised that he needed to check the air in one of his 
tyres. We turned into a petrol pump and on Jadeja's 
instructions, one of the boy's started uncoiling the pipe. 
While he was making his way along the front of the car, 
the boy's eyes fell upon and recognised the driver of the 
BMW. The lM)y was suddenly transformed.His face had 
the look of a dying man,who has suddenly been given a 
fresh lease ol life. And in his apparent excitement, he 
insisted on checking not one, but all the four tyres of the 
vehicle. But when Kapil handed him a five rupee note 
for his trouble, he appeared dejected and hurl. Is this 
what his devotion was worth? 

The truth is, the boy didn't want anything from Kapil. 
All he wanted was a memento, an autograph. He took 
out a crumpled piece of paper from his pocket and held it 
out towards his hero. Kapil duly signed it, returned it and 
still insisted that the boy take the cash. 

“Nahi sahab, paisa nahiebahive," (1 don't want the 
money) the boy protested. 

Arrc baba, rakh to ." (Please keep it) Kapil retorted 
The boy responded with a shake of his head He had 
already got his reward. But a five rupee note? II he took 
it, he would be sentenced to eternal damnation. Finally 
Kapil had no choice but to throw the note over from the 
sun roof of his car. It landed on the bonnei and the boy 
had no choice but to pick it up. He looked liiin. 
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'Abhi rakh lo' " Kapil consoled. "Phirkabhi chaipila 
dena." (You can buy me tea next lime). The boy nodded. 
Life goes on for ihe poor fellow. But it will 
never be the same again. He probably still waits for that 
white BMW to zoom in to his pump. 

We drove out of the pump and after a while we got 
stuck in a traffic jam. And as we waited for the traffic to 
sort itself out, we all took refuge in a little light-hearted 
conversation. Throughout this, Kapil kept insisting that I 
continue the interview, while 1 in turn told him that the 
car was not the ideal setting. Soon, there was a tap on 
Kapil's window and a little urchin carrying a couple of 
evenjng newspapers was trying to force a sale. He 
realised with disappointment that none of us were 
interested and decided to try and hustle the occupants of 
the car behind us. 

But waiti His sixth sense seemed to tell him. The driver 
of the car, he did look familiar, difln't he? He came back 
and tapjtcd on the window once more, signalling Kapil 
to roll it down. 

.A,s the window made its descent downwards, the little 
fellow poked his sn.ot nosed face right into the car and 
asked excitedly, “Aap woh Palmolive wallah liain?" 

(Are you the Palmolive man?) 

"Hah, mein hoon," (Yes I am) said Kapil. 

The urchin went on lo ask, "Aapbat ghumatehain?" 
(You swing the bat, don't you?) 

"Kabhi, kahhi," (sometimes) replied Kapil. 

Knowing by now that he had made a connection, the 
little lellow shrieked with 

excitement to his other pals, inviting them to come and 


lake a glance at what he had discovered. Very soon, the 
car was surrounded by dirty little urchins, aU clutching 
on their newspapers and looking at Kapil with awe. 

"Yeh Kapil Dev hain, "(This is Kapil Dev) said our little 
protagonist with all the finesse of a tourist guide showing 
the clientele an important historical site. 

"Yeh desh ke liye bat ghumata hain, ” (He bats for the 
country). His pals ail nodded sagely and looked at their 
friend with a new found res|)ert. He obviously knew 
what he was talking about. In the meanwhile, we were 
in splits and couldn't help but rib Kapil about the faa 
th.it he was recognised as a batsman and not as a bowler. 
Our humour was cut short by a frenzied honking behind 
us. The traffic snarl had cleared. It was time to move on. 

W E reached Siri Fort and for tlie next four hours, I 
could not get anywhere close to Kapil. He just 
seemed to drown in the surging mass of humanity that 
kept throwing themselves at him in waves. I was getting 
paranoid as the interview had hardly progressed. 
Nevertheless, I had no choice but to wail... 

...And I waited. It was around 8.00 pm in the evening 
when Kapil and the actress Sheeba stepped onto the 
tennis court for the final round of that day's multi-sport 
charily event. They had just played badminton and table 
tennis and ail this tamasha had spanned a little over 
three hours. It was late by Delhi standards and the 
,temperature outside was around six degrees. The tennis 
courts at Siri Fort housed a sizt'able population of fans 
and one very cold, sleepy and irritated journalist, namely 
me. But Kapil took everything m his stride. 

jjllCHIL BHAPACHABYA _ 




And just when I was on the verge of calling it a day and 
getting ready to walk out of the stadium, Kapil, running 
to chase a forehand crosscourt, slipped and fell right over 
the hoardings. He got up grimacing in pain and flexing 
his right shoulder. There were gasps of concern right 
around the stadium. 

"ArrePaaJL "someone yelled. "Yeh sahehordo. 

World record abhi tboma hai. " {Forget all this, you have 
to break the world record). 

Hearing this everyone voiced their agreement. Kapil's 
world record had come to mean so much to everyone. 
They ail wanted to be a part of it. Realising that the 
people were genuinely concerned, Kapil took it easy 
thereafter. 

The match was soon over and after thanking the 
organisers, Kapil fought his way out of the stadium yet 


It was 10.30 pm, when his wife Romi actually phoned 
him from the second floor and reminded him in her 
usual gentle way about the dinner appointment they 
were about to miss. Kapil bowed dutifully to the 
domestic pressure being put upon him. The professional 
in me, however, refused to give up. 

"PaajL " I reasoned. "You're speaking so well now. 
You've got the flow. It would be a shame to stop." 

"1 know," he admitted. And as if to make amends he 
offered, "Meet me at the Palam grounds at 9.00 am 
tomorrow. Practice starts at 9.30, so we'll have a full 
uninterrupted half hour to ourselves." 

J ANUARY 11; 8.45 am. I am standing all alone at the 
Palam ground. It had been raining since the night 
before, and as if to complement the sudden change in the 
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again. On seeing that 1 was already waiting outside for 
him, he put his arm around me and said, "Come let's go 
home and finish it." 

"I'm so glad that we can do the interview in the peace 
and quiet of your home," I said relieved. 

"That's what you think," Kapil retorted, "You better 
ask me some questions in the car because my house is 
not as peaceful as you think." He couldn't have been 
more right. Kapil Dev's house would put a public phone 
call booth to shame. The phone there rings every five 
minutes and the calls are varied; from Board officials, 
ex-cricketers needing his help for their benefit matches, 
to conroratc houses and ad-agencies hoping to make 
their usual 'quickie' deals. The interview, however, did 
not stop and in-between taking telephone calls, Kapil 
Dev had decided to talk like he had never done so before. 


weather, the mercury decided to take a sudden dive. The 
field in front of me was soggy and flooded. Practice today 
was going to be impossible. It also probably meant that 
Kapil was not going to land up after all. I would have to 
trace his whereabouts throughout the day and if I was 
lucky, I would comer him. Repeated phone calls at his 
residence. The Taj Man Singh Hotel (where the India 
team was staymg) and Kapil's office confirmed that his 
whereabouts were temporarily unknown. 

This wasSIl the encouragement that I needed. 1 not 
only had the task of tracing him out, but I also had to 
finish a sizeable portioh of the interview. Moreover, it 
was my last day in Delhi. With these thoughts in my 
already frazzled mind, I started the long trudge back 
from the dressing room to the main gate. 

"Team not coming. Sir," yelled out a young Air Force 
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ENCOUNTER 


cadet whom I had befriended the day before. 

"Definitely not today," I snapped, in rhetoric. 

I walked on, kicking a little stone along the way to take 
out my Irustrations. I applied the coup de grace by 
lobbing the stone neatly into the well manicured garden 
next to me. And then I jumped as a white BMW flashed 
past me and made a neat 'U' turn into the parking lot 
nearby. And as he drove his car into the parking space, 
Kapil managed to turn around and give me a wide grin, 1 
sprinted towards the vehicle so that I wouldn't miss him. 

"Good morning," he said as I reached him. 

"Good morning," 1 panted. "Paaji there is no practice 
tod^y." 

"I know," he said still smiling. 

"So then how come you're here?" I countered. 

"Because I told yttu that 1 would be here. 1 came to pick 


TARAPAIM BANEfUEE 



you up, so that we could finish the interview. So come 
on, let's have some breakfast and go home and finish it." 

The cold wind howling near my ears did not affect me 
anymore. I felt nice and warm inside. Kapil's affection 
had touched me. It was true that 1 freaked on the guy. 
But only as a cricketer. But today Kapil helped me cross 
that fine line that divides a professional from a human 
being and in the process, Kapil crossed it too. 

As we sat down to cat breakfast in the coffee shop of 
the Taj Man Singh we put aside the interview for a while 
and chatted like two regular human beings. I was no 
longer the hard-nosed journalist and he, no longer 
Indian cricket's presiding deity. 

We assumed our respective roles once we were back at 
his place as we tried to finish the interview. 1 was 
thrusting the questions at him and he was parrying them 


with the skill of an accomplished swordsman. But it was 
all done in good humour and with a degree of relaxaion. 

A t 12.00 hours, the interview was finally over. It had 
turned out to be one of the most exhausting 
assignments ever. Physically, I felt the strain. Mentally, I 
was wiped out. The constant pressure that I felt simply by 
being with him, trying not to lose him, making sure that 
he was within hearing distance and just being pan of 
Kapil Dev's life for two days had shattered me, if this was 
the price that one had to pay for fame, then I could only 
sympathise with Kapil. 

Kapil smiled at me indulgently and asked, "So did you 
enjoy yourself?" 

1 nodded wearily and looked down at my dictaphone 
hoping that it had done its part. A thought then flashed 
past my mind as we were about to launch into our third 
cup of tea. I expressed myself, "Have you Sver stopped to 
think about how much time we've spent together, Paaji? 
Two full days!" 

"It was my duty to give you this time," Kapil confessed 
to my bewilderment. 

"So why didn't you spare time for me when I called 
you up in December," I accused. 

He chided me gently saying, "Because you did not 
come to sec me in December. You came to see someone 
else and thought you would get lucky. However when 
you called me up from Calcutta, I knew that you were 
desperate to see me. So I made it worth your while." We 
had established too much in too short a time, so 1 forgave 
him his ego. But the fact is that he was right. 

These feelings might nauseate a cynic. Kapil Dev is no 
saint, nor is he a martyr. Sometimes he could be just 
another cricketer who is forced to keep everybody 
waiting, refuses the press and doesn't return phone calls. 
But in every maniiestation of his personality, even when 
being contrary or delusive, he is positively sincere. And it 
IS because of this that he is both interesting and beloved. 

"Got an appiontment in one hour," Kapil said 
breaking into my thoughts. "I really enjoyed the 
interview, what about you?" he asked. 

"I did too," was my reply. 

"Just do me one favour," he requested as 1 was leaving 
his house." Whatever may be the result of this interview 
jusi don't make me feel that I've wasted my time." 

Kapil probably did not know what be was saying. 
Why? Because when he got that world record he 
graduated from being just a story, to a legend. And as I 
finish this, 1 cannot help but realise how this article (like 
so many others) has become just a formality. The Press 
cannot make him anymore and they cannot break hun 
anymore... it's over. 

Paaji has gone beyond that. 


(More Kapil coverage on page 52) 


IS 



KAPIL 


A statistical look at Kapil Dev's 
Test career 


Series by Series 


S*riM 

Opponent 

T 

INNS 

N.O. 

RUNS 

AVE 

HS 

100 

BO 

CT 

WICKET Match/10 

lnng/5 

1978 Pakistan 

3 

5 

0 

159 

31.80 

59 

0 

1 

0 

7 

0 

0 

78-79 West Indies 

6 

7 

2 

329 

65.80 

126* 

1 

2 

3 

17 

0 

0 

1979 England 

4 

6 

0 

45 

7.50 

21 

0 

0 

1 

16 

0 

1 

1979Australia 

6 

7 

1 

212 

35.33 

83 

0 

1 

3 

28 

0 

2 

79-80 Pakistan 

6 

9 

0 

278 

30.88 

84 

0 

2 

3 

32 

1 

3 

1980 England 

1 

2 

1 

45 

45.00 

45* 

0 

0 

0 

3 

0 

0 

1981 Australia 

3 

6 

0 

55 

9.16 

22 

0 

0 

2 

14 

0 

2 

1981 New Zealand 

3 

5 

0 

27 

5.40 

14 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

0 

81-82 England 

6 

8 

2 

318 

53.00 

116 

1 

1 

3 

22 

0 

2 

1982 England 

3 

4 

0 

292 

73.00 

97 

0 

3 

0 

10 

0 

1 

1982 Sri Lanka 

1 

2 

0 

61 

30.50 

31 

0 

0 

0 

8 

0 

1 

82-83 Pakistan 

6 

8 

0 

178 

22.25 

73 

0 

1 

0 

24 

0 

3 

1983 West Indies 

5 

8 

2 

254 

42.33 

100* * 

1 

1 

4 

17 

0 

0 

1983 Pakistan 

3 

4 

0 

46 

11.50 

32 

0 

0 

1 

12 

0 

1 

1983 West Indies 

6 

11 

0 

184 

16.72 

69 

0 

1 

4 

29 

1 

2 

1984 Pakistan 

2 

3 

1 

52 

26.00 

33* 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

84-85 England 

4 

6 

0 

253 

42.16 

60 

0 

2 

2 

10 

0 

0 

1985 Srilanka 

3 

6 

0 

128 

21.33 

78 

0 

1 

1 

11 

0 

0 

85-86Australia 

3 

3 

0 

135 

45.00 

55 

0 

1 

5 

12 

0 

1 

1986 England 

3 

5 

1 

81 

20.25 

31 

0 

0 

2 

10 

0 

0 

1986Australia 

3 

2 

0 

120 

60.00 

119 

1 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

86-87 Sri Lanka 

3 

3 

1 

234 

117.00 

163 ' 

1 

1 

2 

9 

0 

0 

1987 Pakistan 

5 

6 

1 

182 

36.40 

66 

0 

3 

5 

11 

0 

0 

87-88 West Indies 

4 

7 

0 

221 

31.57 

109 

1 

0 

5 

8 

0 

0 

1988 New Zealand 

3 

4 

0 

107 

26.75 

40 

0 

0 

4 

10 

0 

0 

1989 West Indies 

4 

6 

0 

91 

15.16 

34 

0 

0 

1 

18 

0 

2 

1989 Pakistan 

4 

6 

0 

159 

26.50 

55 

0 

1 

0 

12 

0 

mm 

1990 New Zealand 

3 

4 

0 

55 

13.75 

25 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

mm 

1990England 

3 

5 

1 

220 

55.00 

110 

1 

1 

0 

7 

0 

WM 

1990 Sri Lanka 

1 

1 

0 

4 

4.00 

4 

0 

0 

0 

5 

0 

mm 

91-92 Australia 

5 

9 

0 

165 

18.33 

56 

0 

1 

4 

25 

0 

2 

1992Zimbabwe 

1 

1 

0 

60 

60.00 

60 

0 

1 

0 

3 

0 

mm 

92-93 South Africa 

4 

5 

0 

202 

40.40 

129 

1 

0 

1 

8 

0 

WM 

1993 England 

3 

3 

1 

101 

50.50 

66* 

0 

1 

3 

7 

0 


1993Zimbabwe 

1 

1 

0 

16 

16.00 

16 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 


1993 Sri Lanka 

3 

2 

0 

62 

31.00 

35 

0 

0 

1 

5 

0 

WM 

1994 Sri Lanka 

2 

2 

1 

95 

95.00 

S3* 

0 

1 

0 

6 

0 



129 

182 

IS 

5226 

31.29 

163 

8 

27 

83 

431 

2 

23 


Updated till the 2nd Test at Bangalore 
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Year by Year 

Year 

Tost matches 

Runs scored 

Wickets taken 


played 



1978 

6 

274 

13 

1979 

17 

619 

74 

1980 

3 

175 

16 

1981 

9 

241 

33 

1982 

9 

595 

36 

1983 

18 

579 

75 

1984 

4 

161 

5 

1985 

7 

365 

28 

1986 

9 

417 

15 

1987 

9 

349 

23 

1988 

4 

221 

11 

1989 

8 

250 

30 

1990 

7 

279 

17 

1991 

2 

100 

9 

1992 

7 

293 

25 

1993 

8 

213 

15 

1994 

2 

95 

6 


129 

5226 

431 


New horuons and new rainbows 
Kapil and Sir Richard 


Bowling Milestones 

1st Wicket ; Sadiq Mohammed (Pakistan) - Ct Gavaskar, Faisalabad, 1978 

50th Wicket : Bruce Yardley (Australia) - LBW, Kanpur, 1979 

100th Wicket ; Taslim Arif (Pakistan) - Ct Chetan Chauhan, Eden Gardens, 79-80 

ISOth Wicket; Chris Tavare (England) - Ct Viswanath, Lord's, 1982 

200th Wicket : Andy Roberts (W.l.) - Bowled, Port of Spain, 1983 

2S0th Wicket : Allan Lamb (England) - Ct Shastri, Bombay, 84-85 

300th Wicket : Rumesh Ratnayake (SRL) - Bowled, Cuttack, 86-87 

3S0th Wicket ; Javed Miandad (Pakistan) - Ct Azharuddin, Karachi, 1989 

400th Wicket : Mark Taylor (Australia) - LBW, Perth, 1991-92 

42Sth Wicket ; Muralitharan (Sri Lanka) - Bowled, Colombo, 1993 

431stWicket : DonAnurasiri(SriLanka)-Ct. Azharuddin, Bangalore, 1994 

* Kapil's KTth wicket of Amal Silva of Sri Lanka at Kamiy in 1985 in his 
71st Tost, ocli|»ed Bishon Singh Bedi's Indian record of 266 Test wickots. 


At home 




Home and Away 





T 

INNS 

NO 

RUNS 

AYE 

HS 

100 

50 

CT 

Wicket 

10W 

9N 

64 

85 

IT 

2806 

37.91 

163 

5 

15 

40 

218 

2 

11 

Away 












T 

INNS 

NO 

RUNS 

AVE 

HS 

100 

SO 

CT 

Widtat 

low 

sw 


4 2420 

26.02 

129 

3 

12 

23 

213 0 


5226 31.29 163 
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Optioiimts 

Testa 

Bans 


R«n 

Wickals 

ftve 

J 

BB 

England 

27 

6344 

227 

3173 

85 

37.32 

6/91 

Australia 

20 

4746 

210 

2004 

79 

2536 

8/106 

West indies 

25 

4639 

169 

2216 

89 

24.^ 

6«3 

Pakistan 

29 

5943 

200 

2982 

99 

30.12 

8/85 

New Zealand 

9 

1787 

67 

792 

23 

34.21 

4/34 

Sn Lanka 

13 

2631 

121 

1168 

44 

26.54 

V110 

Zimbabwe 

2 

426 

22 

134 

4 

33.50 

2/22 

South Africa 

4 

990 

46 

299 

8 

37.37 

3/43 


129 

27506 

1062 

12770 

431 

29.62 

9/83 



1978-19S3 

October 16,1976 

t Made 1^ debut in Test cridcet against Pakistan at Faiaalabad. 

January 27,1979 

; ScpredhsftrstTestcentury(126*in124balfs,11x4,1x6|againstttieWesttndies,8tFero»ShabKotta. 

July 13,1979 

: Toakfiv8wicketsin8ninninga{5/1^)forthefjrsttime(againstEngiand8tEdgba8ton). 

January 1980 

Captured 10 wickdts in a Test match 111/146) for the first time (against Pakistan at Madras). 

January 31,1%0 

Became theyounpestietdie age of 21 years and 25 days) bowler to t^e 100 Test wickots by taking 
the wicket of Tashm Arif of Pakistan. He also achieved the feat in the quickest time (one year and 
105 days). 

February 3,1980 

: Achieved die faatof becoming the youngest cricketer to achieve the T)ouble' (1000 runs end 100 
wickets) inTest cricket by reeching 1000 runs egainst Pakistan at Eden Gardens. 

February 23,1983 

; Made his debut as Indian captain ageinst West Indies at Jamaice. 

June 18,1983 

Played his best innings of 175 not out (16x4,6x6) in one day Internationals against Zimbabwe in the 
third Prudential World Cup. 

June 25,1983 

Led die Indian side to triumph in the third Prudential World Cup cricket tournament beating West 
indies by 43 runs in the fmal et Lord's. 

November 16,1983 

; Performed his best bowling (9^) in Test cricket. (v$ West Indies in the second innings of the third 
TestatAhmed&bad). 

June 10,1986 

: Won the first Test es Indian captain againstEngland in the first of die three Test Series at Lord's. 

September 22,1986 

Captained the Indian side in the historical second Tied Test vs Australia at Chepauk, Madras. 

December 22.1986 

; Made his highest Test score (163 in 363 minutes, 165 baits, 19x4,1x6) vs Sri Lanka at Green Park, 
Kanpur. He completed his centiiry in 74 balla, which then was a record for Indian batsmen in Test 
cricket 

January?, 1987 

; Took his 300th Test v^cket by.capturing die wicket of Rumesh Ratneyake (vs Sri Lanka in the third 
Test at Cuttack). He achieved this milestone as the youngest in Test cricket 

July 30,1990 

Hit a world record of four consecutive sixes off the bowling of Eddie Hemmings vs England in the. 
firstTestofthethreeTest Series; 

January 4,1991 

: Performed hui only hat trick in Internationel cricket vs Sri Lanka in the final match of the fourdi Asia>. 
Cup one day crickettoumement at the Eden Gardens. 

February 3,1992 

: Whmi Mark Taytor of Australia was LBW at Perth, ItopH r«iche# the milestone of cepturing400 

Tost wickets. ■■■■■.." ’ v- 

February 12.1993 

; Compi8teciSOQOrunsinTestcrickiH,beeotningiMoh)y/UlHih>nderifltheworidb)scor«5000ru<m 
and capbire 400wickets in Tes^. 

July 27,1993 

: Appeared in the tnostnufflbeTotl2^Testm^<diee tor )nd1i,eclip^Sunii Gavat4cir^s prevtpus 
recmd of 125 Test metch eppeerences, (vs Sri Larika in the second Test of die three Test serias et 
SinghafeesS Sports Club Ground, CoiorobiH. 

,August5,1993 

> Reached his 4Bdit«st wi^ketby,taking dm wf^dt Of Mdtalilberanqf Siita^. , . 

jB(i3ai»4 

hfuaSodSkBit^dHarOag'smrtdmbti ’ 


18 


COMPILED BY HARI PRASAD CHATTOPADHYAY 











4 which tennis player 
• said in his 

autobiography, "Jimmy 
Connors' game is like the 
movie 'Rocky'. You want 
to see it again and again." 


QUESTIONS 


1 Which sport is going 
• to be introduced for 
the first time in the 1996 
Olympic Games’’ 

2 What is the name ol 
• the Mascot ol the 
1996 Olympics.’ 

3 Who said, "Formula 1 
• racing is like making 
love. You want to do it 
again and again. " 


Which great player 

• holds the unique 
record of capturing his last 
US Open title, 14 years 
after winning his first? 

Which great player's 

• left forearm was 
acknowledged to be as 
wide and strong as Rocky 
Marciano? 

7 This current tennis 
• player once sold his 
rackets to pay lor his hotel 
bills. Who IS he’ 





ANSWERS 


1. Softball. 

2, Whatlzit. 

I. Nigel Mansell. 

4 . VyayAmritraj. 

5. KenRosewall. 

4 . Rod Laver. 

7. Mikael Pernfors. 

8 . Dhrnv Pandove. 

9 . Martina Navratilova. 

10. At Tel Aviv in 1989. 

II. John and Patrick McEnroe. 

12. TomOkker(78). 

1.V Jimmy Connors said it to John McEnroe. 


Martina Navratilova: gunned 
down by a trio of sisters 


THIS giJtZ HAS BEtN C(.,>MPII.F-|.) BY: 


SAKET S. WAGHMODE 
5LAXMINIWAS, 

DIXIT ROAD (EXTENSION), 
VILE PARLE (EAST), 
BOMBAY 400057. 


All answers are sent in by the contributor. Readers 
arc requested to send a colour photograph and at 
least thirty questions. 'The picture will be published, 
along with the quiz, If selected. 



Nigel Mansell: love, love me 
do 


8 Which promising 
• cricketer died in a 
tragic car accident in 1992 
at the tender age ol 18? 


9 Which legendary 
• player is the only 
player in tennis history to 
be defeated by ail three 
sisters of the same lamily? 


1 /■% When and where 
X V/ •did Jimmy 
Connors win his last pro 
title? 


U Who were the 
• only tennis 
players to attend the 
funeral of Arthur Ashe? 


■* ^ Who holds the 
X. mk •records for the 
maximum number of pro 
tennis doubles titles? 


1 "You arc even 
X .? • more badly 
behaved than my 
five-year-old son" Who 
said this and to whom? 


19 




CONTROVE RSY 


Arranged 


TheR.K. Khanna-Vijay 
Amritraj patch-up has 
more to it than meets 
the eye 


W H1;N iwo arch eneinics 
finally shake hands 
and agree lo work for 
ihebeticrineni of 
Indian tennis, should it not bean 
occasion to rejoice? Naturally, yes. 

Why then hasihe reaction to the 
AITA-Amritraj jtaich-uji been so 
adverse'* Because it isan unnatural 
alliance. Simply put, it is seen as a 
motivated agreement with more to it 
than meets the eye and not a re-union 
worked out "in good faith" as tlie 
signatories would have us believi'. 

Viewed Irom any angle, the patch- 
up will and should be seen as a major 
coup foi Khaitna. In his 
autobiography published in 1990, 
Vijay reminds us tlial Khanna is a 
charieied accountant and has a way 
with ligiires^"lhe columns always 
seem to add up to his advantage" as he 
put It. 

Tlir.t's the general image of Khanna: 
thal of a "smooth operator" as Anand 
Amritraj told .V/wr/swor/rfin an 
interview five years ago. Few, 
liowever, would have ciedited the 
AITA president as being a diplomat 
and having a way of dealing with his 
adversaries. One always thought il 
was Vijay who was,"the bloke with a 
degree in f)eople" to {idrajthrase the 
description ot Mike Brearley 
How times have changc'dl The sa 
Vijay who hit out repeatedly at 





Marriage... 


Khanna and ilie functioning of ilic 
AITA in his autobiography (see box) 
now describes them as tlie "same 
faces, but with more warmth". Has 
Vijay ever heard of the saying that a 
leopard never clianges his spots? 

In lad, for Khanna the paich-up 
with the Amritrajs constitutes a 
second roup. Not loo long ago, 
Jaidecp Mukherjea resigned from the 
national seledion committee alleging 
that his committee's decision were 
being ratified with (leofile who had 
little or no credentials. 'I'he same 
.Vluklieriea has today returned as 
Davis Cup cafitain replacing the 
highly resjiecicd Naiesh Kiimai who 
was subjected to much humiliation 
alter he had (piit his post at 
C.haridigaih According to reports, 
Mukherjea said that his dilfcidices 
with Khanna were "dtietoa 
comnninication ga|i." Interestingly 
enough, Vijay used the same jihiase 
while announcing the agreement 
with Khanna. 

But was It only a commimicatioti 
gap,so to speak.’’ Surely, it was more 
than just that. To say that the 
Amritrajs and Khanna werearcli 
enemies would be putting it mildly, 
sworn enemies would be a more apt 
summation. To say that they lost no 


would be simply telling it like it is. And I declaring him persona non grata is 


to say that Khanna lost no time in 
hurling charges against Vijay, banning 
him from playing in India and 


well known. 

And yet, after all this, the two just 
shake hands, grin for the cameras and 
announce that "we have put aside the 
past and decided to work for the 





opportunity to speak ill of each other, 
to have a dig at one another would be 
nearer to the truth. To say that there 
were court t ases against each other \ 
would be a a statement of lacATo sa# 
that Vijay made serious charge^ 
against Khanna in 

CARIOONS ART! 







C O N T R O V E R S Y 



£ Stinging rebuke. At least, after all 
these years of differences with 
Khanna, 'PL'. unshakable in his 
belief, has not changed his stance. 

I Vijay on the other hand has changed 
^ not just his stance but his opinion of 
the man and that is what is so hard to 
swallow. 

The section that feels terribly let 
down by this merger is the players. 

The Indian Tennis Players Association • 
(ITPA) secretary, Ilyas Hussain said in 
Madras that the so-called peace 
accord would not do any good for the 
players' cause. "His decision to shake 
hands with Khanna and lending his 
backing to him is certainly ill-limed" 
said Hussain. According to him, the 
players were looking forward to 
seeing Vijay, till recently ATP 
president, rally around the Krishiians 
and Naresh Kumar and they were 
shocked that Vijay had shown little 


Jaidoep Mukharjea (left) with Tony 
Roche; will the AITA dispense with his 
sanricesT 

future of Indian tennis". If it was only 
as simple and straightforward as that. 
On the contiary, it sounds forced and 
unnatural, and it is difficult to believe 
that there is no motive behind the 
agreement. 

It is there that P. L. Reddy's firm 
stand has to be applauded. It is true 
that Reddy and Khanna have serious 
differences and in fact, there is a court 
case on in wfiich the two arc involved 
on the issue of misuse of AITA kinds. 

It is also true that 'PL' and Vijay have 
been very close. Reddy was the 
manager of the Indian team that 
reached the Davis Cup final in 1987 
and Vijay paid him a handsome 
tribute in his autobiography to 'PL's' 
selfless qualities and the outstanding 
role he played behind the scenes in 
the team's success that year. Vijay also 
praised 'PL's' farsighted role when 
he was AITA secretary from 1984 to 
1988. All the same, Reddy has made it 
deal that he does not subscribe to 
Vijay s cuneni reversed opinion of 
Klianna. "There are other ways of 
helping Indian tennis rather than 
shaking hands with persons ol 
questionable antecedents" was his 

















Khanna's bit lift Of the six penonalitias 
in the picture, only Enrico Pipemo and 
Leander Pae* seem to have curvived, 
albeit temporarily 

getting back to its old ways of playing 
it lough. 

It is the timing of the 
announcement that has also baffled 
many, leading them to perceive that 
there is a motive behind it all; a charge 
that Vijay denies vehemently. 
According to the former Indian 
captain, now 40, the overtures from 
the AITA were made to him 
sometime between Frejusand 
Chandigarh. That was the time the 
payments controversy broke and 
public sympathy generally lay with 
the players. Khanna/ast losing his 
base and wanting desperately to 
clutch at any straw f«)r survivalpffered 
the olive branch to Vijay. Not for a 
moment, admits Vijay, did he think 
that there were any motives behind 
Khanna's peace offering. He accepted 
It iti 'all g(K)d faith" with former Davis 
Cup player and BAT product Rohil 
Rajpal playing the mediator and Anil 
Khanna, son of the AITA president 
(and heir apparent) playing a major 
role once the negotiations started. 
Vijay accepted the truce, the court 
cases were withdrawn, the long 
standing dues to the Amritraj brothers 
(to the tune of some Rs. 10 lakhs) 
were finally settled and in about two 


Love In The Time Of Khanna 

Js the AITA finally resorting to desperate 
gambles? 

I Tisdifficult to get aproper overview of things whenR.K. Khanna makes 
his moves but nevertheless, it does provide an interesting insight into 
the mind of a master manipulator. 

Two things should be taken into account if one tries to make sense of 
Mr. Khanna's recent palch-up with Vijay Amritraj. The patch-up move, 
coming as it did, was a direct result of the severe strafing that Khanna had 
received at the hands of the media over the last couple of months. The 
'negative press' had also brought to the surface public sympathy, which in 
this case lay firmly with the Indian tennis players. 

Khanna had alienated himself from the players and the tennis fraternity 
thanks to his manoeuvres and to many no longer had the right to head the 
association. He further accentuated the differences between the players 
and himself by refusing to pay them, the large sums of money that was due 
to them. 

It is further alleged that Ramesh Krishnan, on reminding the AITA 
President of the non-payment of his dues, was asked to furnish his income 
tax returns and all other 'relevant documents' which would help in the 
processing of the sum that was owed to him. These were irrelevant 
clauses. On the other hand, Khanna did a volte face by settling with Vijay 
Amritraj ail his previous accounts (to the tune of Rs. 10 lakhs), an issue 
which was the original basis of their row in the first place. An alliance was 
thus formed, but sadly in this case, love might well turn out to be another 
'four' letter word. 

The point that should be noted is that too much importance should not 
be paid to Khanna's alliance with Vijay Amritraj. There are more pressing 
issues that requires Mr. Khanna's immediate attention. The patch-up 
with Vijay Amritraj will not help as far as India's performance in the Davis 
Cup is concerned. With less than two months to go for the tie against the 
U.S. A. the country does not even have a proper squad. It is at a time like 
this when the AITA should recognise Ramesh Krishnan's experience and 
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months time, the agreement was 
reached. So this was supposedly sttme 
time after Chandigarh. By that time, 
liowever, all hell had broken loose, 
the payments controversy reached a 
crescendo, Ramesh Desai made 
matters worse by his uncalled-for 
statement on Ramesh Krishnan and 
public sympathy for the players grew 
even more, despite the 5-0 loss to 
Australia. Vijay and Khanna delayed 
their announcetnent for about two 
months, but all the same it came as a 
terrible lei down for the players and 
the public and predictably the 
reaction was one ol shock, 
astonishment and disbelief. 

To be fair to Vijay, however, there ts 
one valid point in his argument. "I 
always thought it was an individual 


issue, between the ATTA and me. Now 
suddenly it is being made into a 
collective issue, involving among 
others the Krishnans. For five years, 1 
was the only one out of Indian tennis. 

I was made the black sheep. There was 
a black mark against me. All these 
people who are crying themselves 
hoarse now against me where were 
they five years ago when I was 
subjetled to hostile treatment Irom 
the AITA? For years people have been 
asking me why I have not made up 
witli the AiTA, and when 1 decided to 
make up, they ask how tome 1 have 
made up with them? Tliey attribute 
nu>tives to it. They connect the patcli- 
upwiih tfie estranged relationship 
between the AITA and the Krishnans, 
When it has all along been an 


class and try to bring him back into the team. The other Davis Cup 
hopefuls have been exposed as lar as playing against foreign opposition is 
concerned. Their sub-standard performances in the Indian'Satellite 
tournaments bear ample testimony to that. Matters might get worse if 
Leander I’aes choerses not to play the tie in the absence of senior partner 
Ramesh Krishnan. Paes too has not been paid his dues. Khanna may well 
relax and gloat over fits manipulations but the results will come to nought. 
It could turn out to be a classic case of Nero fiddling while Rome burns. 

There is another significant development that might take place in the 
future, and in the event of it happening, it could be directly linked to the 
Amritraj-Khanna alliance. The Davis Cup captaincy could soon be up for 
grabs. Khanna in his efforts to please Vijay (for whatever role he plays'in 
the development of Indian tennis), could succumb to his overenthusiasni 
and appoint him as Davis Cup captain. Jaideep Mukherjea should not 
forget that he was a victim of the AITA's manipulations in the 
not-too-recent past and he could become a scai>egoat yet again. All he has 
to do is lose his first two ties as captain and he could find himself in the 
wilderness. 

Which brings us to the fact that though Amritraj has accepted the peace 
offering by Khanna and has forged an alliance with him, he in his own 
words has 'not sacrificed on his principles'. What are the principles in this 
case? The main reason for their fallout was money and now that Khanna 
has settled all of Amritraj's accounts, our protagonists have buried the 
hatchet, so to speak. Suddenly, all their problems have been swept under 
the carpet. 

Was money then the pr/ncfpa/principle? Perhaps. And if so,then there's 
nothing wrong with it. Absolutely nothing wrong, if Khanna also decides 
to pay Krishnan and Paes the money that is owed to them. What Vijay had 
accounted f<»r was a percentage of the gross receipts and got it. Krishnan 
and Paes have done the same but have got zilch. Khanna's settling of 
acextunts with Vijay should then become the norm, because a rule for one 
is a nile for all. But then again that may not be because of the AITA's 
unusual and unpredictable nature. As one senior observer of Indian tennis 
has pointed out: "The Amritraj-Khanna alliance is a marriage of 
convenience. And only bastards can be born out of it." 

Robin Chatteriee 


individual issue, how come it is 
suddenly seen as a collective issue." 

So Krishnan did not raise his voice 
at the lime when the ATTA blacklisted 
Vijay. Okay, so that was wrong. But 
then two wrongs do not make a right. 
If Vijay's patch-up with Khanna is a 
sort of one-upmanship over the 
Krishnans, to isolate the other great 
Indian tennis family, then it can be 
said that it is a much bigger mistake 
than the silence that Krishnan 
maintained five years ago. 

Vijay has sjioken of not having 
compromised on his principles and 
having got Khanna to agree to certain 
conditions while agreeing to the 
palch-up. It would have been a noble 
gesture on his pan to persuade 
Khanna to make up with the 
Krishnans too as part of the deal. That 
way not only would the agreement 
have had more validity, it would also 
have had the support of the ITPa and 
would have reunited everyone 
associated with the game in the 
countiy. 

Ol course, to look at the positive 
side, the agreement may not be 
without some benelits. For one thing 
the way is now clear for Vijay to be 
appointed Davis Cup captain and the 
team could well benefit from his rich 
experience, and then Vijay who was 
shy of bringing big tennis to India 
because of his difierences with 
Khanna could now bring over a few 
challengei ievel competitions and 
Indian tennis could benefit. And on 
the face of it, any kind of patch-up 
"done in good faith" as Vijay has pul it 
can only be good for the game. 

All the same, one really doubts the 
validity of this reunion as also its 
durability. "Khanna will need 
watching',' Vijay had said in his 
autobiography. Very true. Vijay had 
better watch out, for Khanna could 
well pull the rug Irorn under his feet 
when he no longer requires Vijay's 
sujijiori. Yes, he could well make up 
with the Krishnans to isolate the 
Amritrajs though all this does not 
seem certain with the present AITA 
set-up. The only thing certain is that it 
will continue to adopt the policy of 
divide and mis-rule. ■ 
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BODY OF 
EVIDENCE 



Former 
international 
Sanjay 
Sharma has 
been witness 
to Badminton 
Association 
of India's 
incompetent 
handling of 
the game in 
the country 


I N 1979, Indian badminton was at its 
pinnacle. That year India created a 
sensation with a eiciory over Malaysia in 
the prestigu)us Thomas Cup. The team 
was spearheaded by none other than the 
greatest Indian badminton player Prakash 
Padukone, who was ably assisted by a raw and 
youthful team comprising the late Syed Modi, 
Uday Pawar, Pradeep Gandhe atid yours 
truly. Though we landed at Kuala Lumpur 
with great apprehension, yet we dreamt of 
triumph... 

And after so mahy years, I still vividly 
remember the 17-year-old Modi rushing to 
the net to tap a weak return from Misbun 
Sidek and India cruising to the Inter-Zonal 
finals with a 5-4 victory over the stunned 
Malaysians. What a day it was! In a country 
where the game is a national sport and also 
where there is a sizeable Indian immigrant 
population, our team was the toast of the 
country 

But the fairy-tale ended there. While India 
shuttled to doom, Malaysia revived their 
fortunes with great lori'sight. analyses and, 
more importantly, by bringing in the light 
people to control the Badminton Association 
of Malaysia (BAM). Whereas for our pan, our 
BAI officials slumped the game into a slate ol 
comatose. The Malaysians are proud to have 
since then produced stars like the Sidek 
brothers—Rashid, Razil and Jalani—^Foo Kok 
Keong, Beng Kiang and Soon Kit who won 
many major lilies in the international circuit, 
culminating m their dream run in the Thomas 
Cup in 1992, when, as underdogs, the Ra/Jf 
Sidek-Ied squad eclipsed China and 
hammered Indonesia to win the handsome 
trtiphy after 25 years of anguish. The AB.C 
team title and individual titles were also taken 
to Kuala Ltimimras was the 1990 
Commonwealth Games gold medals,amongst 
a host of other titles. All this took just under 


six years sincelormer Commonwealth gold 
medalli.si Punch Gunalan was brought in as 
BAM secretary under a new, unflinching 
president Omar Elyas, who had the courage of 
conviction to tall a spade a spade and was 
determined to overcome every obstacle in 
taking his country right Hi the lop Having 
succeeded in his venture, Omar Elyas retired 
from his post m 1991 and Gunalan loo was 
keen to resign but was persuaded to continue 
alter being made Daiuk—equivalent to our 
Padma Bhiishaii. 

I have always believed—^and still do—that 
the fortunes of any game in the long run 
depend on the policies adopted by its 
governing body and its c hiel office-bearers. It 
IS not any individua! iilayer who tan tuin 
around the standards ol the game m his 
country. What really detei mines his 
contribution, is how the governing 
association works on his successful legacy to 
enhance the standaids ol the sport in 
question. This happened with Bjorn Borg in 
Sweden for example and with Boris Bc'cker m 
Germany after he won his lirsi Wimbledon 
title. Jonab Barrington started a squash 
typhoon in the UK after his great career 
victories and Abebe Bikila almost made a 
marathon running culture m Ethiopia after 
his Olympic medals. There are many such 
examples in the history of world sport The 
governing associations in question were on 
their feet the moment success was visible and 
worked zealously to take their country to 
greatei heights. 

But in Indian badminton nothing of this 
sort happened. The BAI could not cash in alter 
Prakash Padukone's great triumphs and Syed 
Modi's determined conquests in the world 
circuit, which included the 1982 
Commonwealth gold. The 1979 Thomas Cup 
victory over Malaysia could also have been 
used as a launching pad, but nothing 
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happened. What went wrong? What was the 
role of the BAI and its officials in these 
intervening years? If Malaysia could do it, 
why not us? There are so many questions that 
need to be answered'. Why has Indian 
badminton has been neglected and by whom? 
Here in brief 1 will attempt to answer the role 
played by the BAI in the stagnation of the 
game. 

NO PUNNING 

HERE have hardly been any long-term 
policies of the BAI and if there have been 
any at all, then such policies have failed 
miserably. We live from tournament to 
tournament and season to season. Where in 
countries like Indonesia, Denmark, China etc 
have long-term plans for junior age group 
training and scouting, in India we just dt) not 
have any junior tournament circuit or 
training programmes. We do not, for 
example, start building up for big 


tournaments well in advance. The 
Indonesians have already earmarked players 
lor the 1996 Atlanta Olympics and are already 
working on their fitness and temperament. 
The Malaysians, before they won the Thomas 
Cup in 1992, already had projects 1988 and 
1992 and are now working on project 1996 
BAM has already established and started a 
badminton academy to give rigorous training 
to youngsters aged between 10-14 who will 
form the core group of Malaysia's young 
internationals by 1996-1998. 

BAM secretary Punch Gunalan. the brain 
behind the academy says: “Wc believe in total 
badminton culture. We want to work towards 
badminton sujtremacy by 1998 and tiur 
association has felt that unless we start work 
now and ideniiiy tiur priorities and have a set 
time table, nothing can work out. The BAM 
must have a regular supply ol raw material, so 
to say, and our academy will ensure that we 
have the cream of badminton by our targeted 



Praknb Padukon*. the 
greatest Indian badminton 
plavar, is flanked by 1990 
national champions 
Madbumita Bishflleft) and 
Vimal Kumar 




time Wc have i he best possible toaches today 
workioK on this system " 1 can give numerous 
examples like this but there is no point 
simply because the BAl will not budge from its 
hibernation and come out with well thought 
out piogrammcs 

NO ACCOUNTABILITY 

N bXl wc just do not have a system ol 
accountability Our othcials and coaches 
carry on and on in spite ol repe ated failures 
Whatever India has won in the past was solely 
because of Prakash Padukonc on whose 
responsible sliouldlers India managed to give 
creditable performances foi about a decade 
But after his retiiement Indian badminton 
has suffered an unbelievable slump 1 he 
officials and coac hc's just re fuse to accept any 
responsibility lor the fiascos 1 hey always 
blame the players who fall prey to the ax< 

Take the World Cup for example whic h was 
held III India last year National champion 
Rajeev Bagga was amazingly drojiped and 
eventually the team suffered a big 
humiliation Yet immediately lor the next 
tournament new players were selected but 
the real culpiits lor India s sordid debacle got 
away scot-ftce In fact lor 20yeaisorso 
the same selectors officials and coaches 
continued to remain in their rc'spet live posts 
Funnily enough not one of them has i vc r 
been taken to task They do not even have the 
self-respect and conscience to resign alter 
bringing Indian badminton to such a sorr> 
state 

Again let me illustrate through examples 
how the other national lederalions do bettei 
than the BAI 1 ve written about the BAM s 
efficient officialdom Now take C hina as an 
instance Up to 1990 the Chinese Mituallyhad 
a stranglehold on the game But by 1993 they 
were down badly in a swift reversal of 
fortunes This sent shoe k waves throughout 
the nation and immediately a complete 
shake-up of the association took place New 
coaches and many dynamic >ounger officials 
were assigned to bring back then national 
prestige 

Rut III the BAl the same set ol officials have 
been i imning the show since 1960 The BAl 
secietaiy S R chadha was first elected as ji 
sees in 1960 and he has either worked as BAI 
secretary Ol sue prc'sident ever since then 
The corient BAI president hazil Ahmed was 
elected vice president in 1963 and has 
Tin BM't Miection policies are autrageout This has 
angsrsd most o( tho players Who is answerable for the 
Srhppm^ aational champion Rajeev Bagga from the 
ensuing ihoMs CupT 
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worked mntinuously since then as Sr 
vice-president and president (since 1985) and 
is still going strong. The BAI treasurer Ahmed 
Hussein has worked continuously in the same 
post since 1963 and our chicf-coach has been 
around at least since 1978. These people have 
some stamina. I really wish that sometimes 
our players should learn the secret of staying 
in power from these officials. 

In spite of the constant failures at every 
level, these officials have continued. But if 
you take the number of players who 
represented India all these years, 1 am sure the 
number was much more than any other 
country. And talking of ages of these officials 
almost all of them are 68-70. Contrast this lo 
say,Switzerland for example, the president 
there is a young lady of 28. Gunalan himself is 
only 48. The new Chinese chief is only 29. 
F.verywhere the concept is to have young, 
result-oriented, modern thinking officials, 
but here it's different. Morten Frost, the 
dynamic Danish star has just taken over as the 
chief coach cum-administrator of Danish 
badminton. 

WHO CARES! 

A fter the constant failures there never 
seems to be any soul-searching 1 ike 
ostriches the BAI thinks that burying its head 
in the sand will enable failures and calamities 
to pass over. No one ever, it seems, sits down 
to give a serious thought lo find the remedy lo 
lift the game from the dumps. After the 
Indonesians lost their supremacy to the 
Chinese, they really got down to rectify the 
problems and mistakes. And now ihey are 
back on top. 

The Chinese who were eclipsed by the 
Indonesians have loiind their own solutions. 
Says former chief coach Wang Wen .lao, who 
piloted China's badminton destiny for ovei 30 
years: “The way to revive our dominance is to 
reftirm our current system of training and 
competition within our country. We have 
made the mistake of noi being able to develop 
the second string and the skills. We thought 
our players like Han Jian/Yang Yang and 
others will continue for ever. Their 
reiircmenis were a shock to us. We were not 
prepared for this. It is the fault of our officials 
for being blind to the realities.” Self criticism 
from a senior official. We would never find 
this in the BAI! 

We could never expect such down-to-earth 
observations from the BAI. On the contrary, 
our officials, whose jaunts abroad will put the 
Foreign Ministry officials to shame, keep on 


going abroad every year to “observe and 
learn" from the way the game is played and 
administered outside. But what they observe 
apart from 'shop windows' is anybody's guess. 

LIVING IN THE PAST 

T he BAI has also miserably failed in 

changing along with the limes as far as t he 
national tournament structure is concerned 
and the selection ol national teams has always 
been haphazard. While smaller countries in 
terms of geography like England, Malaysia, 
Denmark have more than 60-70 open 
tournaments every year, we in India have a 
miserable 5-7 national open championships. 
Where a shuitler like an iniernalionai tennis 
player is expected lo be fit round the year by 
jilaying a lough tournament schedule, our 
badminton players are forced to undergo 
tin-rewarding, non-result oriented and 
useless long-term training camps where the 
only people whi) seem to gain (employment) 
are the SAl/BAl coaches. These camps simply 
kill the natu'rality and spontaneity of the 
players. 

' Moreover most of the coaches who are 
attached to camps do not have a basic 
badminton background or have never been 
ex-players of any repute, barring a couple of 
them like Mr Arif of Hyderabad, who is 
sincere and is dearly loved by the national 
players. While the lest of the world lias 
employed ex-inlernaifonals as chief coaches 
the BAI inexplicably refrains from recruiting 
retired players who arc willing to coach the 
national squad. 

Lastly, tile selection policies have been 
outrageous ovei the years and the majority of 
the players simply don't trust the BAI Many a 
time the federation has been taken to court by 
disgruntled players. In the last lew years for 
example, veteran Uday Pawar, who won 
every single title including the national 
doubles in 1991, was dropped I tom the world 
championship team of that particular year.The 
case of Rajeev Bagga in the 1993 World Cup is 
still fresh in ihc m.nds ol the people. Bui the 
BAI has gone again and dropped the national 
champion from the 1994 Thomas Cup squad 
even though he has been outstanding for the 
better pan of the last two years. 

But then who can question these self-styled 
Czars of the BAI. Believe it or not. One top 
player was apparently left out of the national 
squad on the spin of the coin. And yet we 
expect players to have faith in the BAI? It's sad 
and shocking, to say the least. ■ 



IMay Pawar, who won 
ovaiy Simla badminton 
titio, was unnocossarily 
axod from tho world 
championships learn in 1991 
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M wib I PraMiakar deMiviiit IHni Of Tlw Yur 


A Treat 

T he Year-End special, 

'Looking back', '93 was a red 
treat (Sportsworld, 29th Dec.)- 
Your magazine correctly judged 
Manoj Prabhakar as the 'Mqn Of 
The Year' (besides providing us 
with contenders for the coveted 
spot). Adding spice to the issue 
was the Quiz by Derek O'Brien. 

C.SURESHPAI, 

Bhopal. 


C ONGRATULATIONS to 
Manoj Prabhakar for 
winning the 'Man of the Year' 
award. Nobody is more deserving 
than him. His qualities of 'gritty 
perseverance', 'fighting spirit' 
and 'patriotic fervour' are 
commendable and should 
become guiding posts for 
youngsters. 

K.N.ANANTHAPPA 

Dannalnra 


Sydney 2000 

S o the 2000 Olympic is going 
the Australian way! The 
Australian Olympic Association 
deserves kudos for successfully 
staging their bid and finally 
getting it. 


The financial bonanza and the 
political stature makes the 
Olympic Games among the most 
coveted prizes for any country. 

We feel sorry for the Asian 
counterpart, Beijing. Anyway, 
better luck for 2004. 

And what is the Indian 
Olympic Association doing? Are 
their expeaations of holding an 
Olympics in the future 
nosediving in Delhi itself? 

PRABALGUHA. 

Jamshedpur. 
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S P E C I A L 


F E A T U R E 


HEAT A 


Does lovemaking sap an 
athlete's performance the 
morning after? 



BYJOHNGOODBODY 

B e lioiH'si. Voii cn|oy a icnnis match 
more when you lancy one of Itie 
players. You have made rude jokes 
ahout female shotputiers from 
Fiasiern Europe You have wondered whether 
Torvill and Dean have really never "done it". 

li may he politically incorrect to say so, but 
sex and syrori are intimately intertwined. 
"Most sports people have }>ood bodies, they 
enjoy usinji them and we enjoy watching 
them," says Mike Eibbens, a swimmer and 
World, British, Commonwealth and 
European medalist. 

Sports promoters are well aware that sex 
sells sport Take, lor example, the Women's 
Tennis Association, which has a calendar, 
showing ofl its more apirealing women, not as 
tennis players, but as pouting sex symbols. 
Katrm Krabbe might not have received her 
multi-million endorsements if she had 
conlorrned to the dour standards set by othet 
East German runneis and Linford Christie 
now has a nice line m disjrlaying his pen 
bottom in light. Lycra shorts. 

At the next Olympics they are 
introducing beach volleyball, " Mr Fibliens 
says "ft will be full of California beauties, all 
tanned and in high-cut bikinis. That's much 
more enjoyable to watch than some dreary 
Chinese runner in a vest. The public will love 
it and the sponsors will flood in." 

Despite the public posing, in their private 
lives most .sportsmen and women are 
encouraged to avoid sexual relationships, 
which, in the world of sport, are considered to 
be both physically and emotionally 
detrimental For many the choice becomes 
too much. Uisi month it was announced that 
2()-year-old Liu Dong, the world 1,500 metres 
champion, had been dropped from 'Ma's 
Family Army", the Chinese group that has 


revolutionised middle and long-distance 
running, because she refused to give up het 
boyfriend, (see box] 

A ban on romance is only one of the rules 
imposed by Ma .Junren, the coach, on his 
squad of remarkable record breakers. He also 
insists that they keep their hair short and 
stick to a rigid diet that includes turtle blood. 
British toaches may not be quite so dogmatic 
(some would say it shows in their results), yet 
on the subject of relationships, many would 
be of one accord with Ma. 

Some give the no-sex rule a physical base, 
saying that passion saps athletes of the male 
hormone testosterone, which is needed to 
give them energy and aggression. In the 
1950s, members of the British athletics team 
were advised to sleep with a Cota Cola bottle 
tied to their backs, to prevent them from 
lalling into a deep sleep and having a wet 
dream. 

"This is nonsense," says Chris Brasher, the 
s(M)rls writer and former Olympic 
5,000-metre steeplechase champion. "The 
average act uses up about the same amount of 
energy as running 50 yards. Anyone can cope 
with that." 

Most coaches however are unhappy not so 
much with the idea ol sex but of love and its 
ensuing distractions. This at any rate, was 
Ma's reasoning for the ban. 

Like many high-fliers, sportsmen and 
women lend to avoid close relationships. 

"You have to be very selfish to succeed in 
sport," Mr Fibbens says." As soon as you start 
thinking of other people, you can't give 100 
per cent to your training." 

Coaches are often hostile to the occasional 
husband and wife who slip through the net. 
"They like to have complete control over their 
puppet." Mr Fibbens says, "they are jealous of 
any other influence and they know that if 
somebody has a partner they will rely on them 
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Along with'No Smoking,' 
some cooches |irelar the 
‘No Sox’ sign up in iheir 
wards' lives 
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"The average 
(sexual) act 
uses up about 
the same 
amount of 
energy as 
running 50 
yards. Anyone 
can cope with 
that,"—Chris 
Brasher, 
former 
Olympic 
3000m 
steeplechase 
champion 
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Some give the 
no-sex rule a 
physical base, 
saying that 
passion saps 
athletes of the 
male 
hormone, 
testosterone, 
which is 
needed to give 
them energy 
and aggression 
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Uu Dong's Revolt j 

The 1500m world chatnpUm fvfmedtogiwmph^ 




1 hurdle: sex. Liu Dong, the world l.SOO meuesdiathi:diah, haiheeh dro{^^ froRi.' 
"Ma's Family Army," the Chinese group that has revoluhonised inidche.ahd 
long-distance running, because she refused tdgive up her boyfriend. 

Liu walked out of her training camp in Liaoning, where athtetts tun a marathon a, 
day, when she wa$ ordered by her coach, Ma Junren, to have her hair cut andlpatop , 
seeing a young man. , ^ ■ 

A Canton evening newspaper has nmorted that Liu's mother pleaded virtth Ma, who 
has been a 'Svengali ’ to Liu, 20, and other young athletes like Wang Junxta, the world 
10,000 metres champion and record-holder, but Ma refused to take her back. Saying he 
would lose face. 

Ma has always refused to allow his squad of record-breakers to have romances. He 
said: "They are tot) young. A 20-year-old Is like a rising sun. So they have to be this way 
to have their career." He has also been adamant that girl athletes have short, boyish 
haircuts. "Other Chinese athletes have long hair but it is not good for the skin,"he said. 

Liu won the world junior 1,500 metres title in 1992 and then, in Stuttgart last year 
ran an extraordinary 57.48 sec for the last lapto win the world senior title. Her stamina 
is tyi)ical of the group, which has been accused of taking hormone drugs to endure 
training loads. Yet Ma has insisted the athletes’ success derives solely from heavy 
mileage and a special diet, including drinking turtles' blood. 


for a second opinion. They might shout at one 
of ilie people they are training and tell them 
they are useless and have to change their 
ai)proath, l)ut then that person will go home 
to a wife who says"l)on'i listen to a word, 
you're wonderlul, do it the way you feel 
happy with " 

Consequently, sportsmen are encouraged 
to lead monastic existences. Restrictions vary 
[or different sports, but most international 
competitors tend to train in isolatc'd siiiialions 
and to have virtually no cotiiaci with partners 
duimga higevent. 

When Mr Fihbens was in Barcelona with 
the Olympic swimming team, they had a 
10pm cuifew, after whicfi they could not 
even make a telephone call. "The associations 
seem to believe they have this right to 
segregate you from your loved ones, to 
disrupt your lile completely." 

He is c'onvinced that these draconic 
measures explain why the team returned 
will) only one bronze medal. "You were there 
Willi 40 people who didn't know anything 
about you,In that kind of situation you get 
lonely,you lose your identity. You lose the 
eonfiilence you gain from a close rcdalionship, 
trom having someone tell you are the best 
thing that'sever lived." 

When Mr f-ibheiix has been able to stay with 
a giiirrieiui, the night before an ewent he has 





SPECIAL FEATU RE 


^essumfrvmluraHu^ 

His beUel iiif the yinues ot celfbury lot athletes is hardly revolutionary, but it renews 
an old debate. Dr Craig Sharp, one of Britain’s leading sports physiologists, has found 
BO evidence that sexual activity "up to and including the night before a competition" 
was to the detriment of sport. 

In 1992, two direodrs of the Medical Centre for Impotence and Sexuality in 
Jerusalem recommended abstinence for men as long as "a week before the 
competition"but reported that women achieved better performances when they had 
made love recently. 

Bruce Tulloh, the 1962 European 5,000 metres champion, said: "A runner runs best 
when he or she has a good, steady background. Having a happy sex life and supportive 
partner helps to make a successful runner. However, 1 can see that some people will 
only produce their best when they are feeling angry or frustrated." 

In combat sports, there is iong-held belief that a fighter must get away from women 
because they tend to civilise him. As Angelo Dundee, who trained Muhammad Ali, 
said: "Without women, a fighter gets mean, angry and anxious to fight. With them, he 
purrs like a pussy cat." 

On the other hand, former world longjump holder. Bob Beamon admitted to 
making love the night before he made that giant leap, at the Mexico Olympics in 1968, 
a record that stood for over twenty years. 



Utt Owg: tom it botlar Mwa 
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always performed better. "Normally your 
mind's going digital, yon can't sleep, you can't 
control your nervous energy. When you are 
with someone familiar, you relax, you have a 
good night's sleep," 

When restrictions are lilted, the good times 
can finally begin. "The parties alter the 
Olympics were pretty wild," Mr Fibbens says. 
"The athletes have been on such a light 
schedule, and when you've linished and got a 
medal there's only one thing on your mind." 

Often, however, athletic purdati becomes 
too much. Mr. Brasher recalls the American 
boxer and womaniser, Harry Greb, who in the 
1920s, trained lor weeks in the wilderness, in 
preparation for defending his title at Madison 
Square Gardens, New York. 

Returning to New York, Mr Greb took a 
fancy to the lift girl in his hotel, but was 
prevented from approaching her by his 
watchful manager and trainer. "One night 
they came back from dinner and the lift door 
was open in the lobby, with the girl standing 
there," Mr Brasher says. 

"Suddenly, he sprinted across tlie room, 
slammed the lift door and evei yone watched 
the indicator slowly move up, until it slopped 
between the sixth and seventh floor. The 
manager was weeping, saying Oh Harry, 
what have you done ?' Of course, he still won." 
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WORLD 


TENNIS 


TENNIS TALK! 


M y crystal ball became rather 
ha/y so [ consulted 
loiifilime.tennis authority 
Cino Marchese for his insights and 
predictions about the 1994 men's pro 
tour. 

Marchese, the ubiciuitous Italian 
talent scout and discoverer and IMG's 
lop executive in Hu tope, separates the 
contenders from the pretenders. 

Will reigning Wimbledon and U.S. 
Champion Pete Sampras 
dominate men's tennis in 1994? Is 
this the beginning of the Sampras 
Era? 

Pete is tfie best player around, but he 
doesn't have the strength to dominate 
the game. The competition is loo 
tough. At least two or three otherguys 
have the capability to beat him. Like 
Michael Stich, like .Iim Ciourier. 
Courier had a ,so-so yeai, but Courier 
is pietty competitive with 
him,especially on clay. There's 
Ivanisevic and Chang. They've both 
beaten Pete aixnil six out ol eight 
matches. Another factor is Pete loses 
close matches sometimes when the 
title is not that important oi he doesn't 
leel It's that important. Maybe he'll 
win one or I wo Slams. Hut the days of 
Borg, the days of McEnroe, 
the days ol I endl are over. 

Sampras won't dominate the same 
way. 

In 1993 Boris Becker fired his 
manager and confidante Ion 
Tiriac, two coaches, became 
engaged and married, acted more 
concerned about the world's 
problems than his game, and 
dropped to No. 11. Is he too 
distracted to play championship 
tennis? 

Unforttmaiely, I think this is the 
beginning of the end for Boris. 
Unfortunately because I like and 
respect Boris very much But the 


conlusion of 1993...the split from 
Tiriac, the split from his coai lies, big 
new things, his (soon-io-be-born) 
son, IS not giving Boris tfie serenity ol 
life needed for a vciy difficult period 

Teenager Andrei Medvedev has 
wonderful groundstrokes that 
havetaken him to No. 6. How 
much higher can he go? 

I know Andrei very well. He has the 


Cino Marchese: unminced opinions 



chance to be a No. 1. But he cannot be 
satisfied with what he's achieved. He 
has to work with greater intensity 
than other players because he has a 
tendency to become heavy. If he 
trains a lot harder than he does right 
now, he could win a (irand Slam 
(event) in 1994. His colorful, 
ouls[iokeii remarks arc good foi the 
game. Sometimes he says more than 
the media requests, like at the U.S. 
Open. He madea fairjioint (about the 
food there), and he has a total right to 
say It, but 11(4 to overstate his point. 

He enjoys the repartee—like at 
Slutlgart wheie he asked (veteran 
journalist) Gianni C'lenci, whether at 
his age, he liked sex more or money 
more 

After winning Wimbledon in '92, 
Andre Agassi split up with 
longtime coach Nick Bollettieri 
and subsequent coach Pancho 
Segura in '93 and plunged to No. 
23. Can Agassi turn his 
floundering career around? 

Andre is one ol the characters ol 
tenuis today. We need to get Agassi 
back because we need those kind of 
personalities, controversial 
personalities. He does certain things, 
and a lot of people c all him a jerk. I 
know fiim pretty well, and I say he's 
not a jerk. He's an intelligent man. But 
lie's so naive in the things he docs. 
Officially, I have to say that he has to 
recover from an injury. But it's more 
than that. His problem is existential. 
He has to figure out what he wants in 
life, from his profession and from the 
people around him. Tennis today 
brings more confusion to you than 
any other sport. When you play a 
tournament and you make more 
money than normal people make in 
their entire life, this brings you some 
problems. You have to be able to 
handle them. Perry Rogers, Andre's 
best friend, is working with him now. 
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Sampras: just do it 

He knows besi what Andre needs. Bui 
Andre is like a pureblooded horse. It is 
very diffiruli lo tell Andre what to do. 
He has to realise it himself and do it 
himself. 

Are there any talented young 
players you foresee a great future 
for? 

I still think Richard Krajicek can win 
something imiForiani. Krajicek had a 
bad year in 1991. It was a big surprise 
for me. The way he played in the last 
part ol '91, lor sure he won't win a 
major title in '94. But he has the 
potential. Patrick Rafter of Australia 
and Greg Rusedski, the Canadian, can 
also do very well. Both can make the 
top 1 5. Among the younger 
teenagers, it's a professional secret. 1 
cannot tell you. But there are a couple 
of guys. Ion Maldovan of Romania. 

He's 15. He has a big serve, is powerful 
and reminds me of Medvedev and 
Ivanisevic. And I2yal lirlich, 16 from 
Israel. He has the chance to be a star. 

A n inside industry source has 
revealed that world No. 1. 

Pete Sampras is leaving the 
ProServ sports management firm and 
going back to kMG, his former agency, 
and also switching corporate 
endorsements from Tacchini to Nike. 

Nike aheady has signed No. 1 
ranked .hin Ciourier and charismatic 
Andre Agassi to long-term contracts 
fora reported $27 million "li cannot 
be less lor Sampras because he's No. I 
in the world," says the source. "What 
is extremely unusual is that Sampras 
negotiated the Nike contract entirely 
by himself, without any agent." 

Why do many players keei> 
changing management companies 
these days? 

"There is no loyally at all. Only 
money counts. And that is very bad 
for the world," says the source. 
"Sometimes the players break up a 
relationship on good terms. 

Sometimes it's a matter ol not getting 
along with a particular client 
manager. They have to develop a deep 
relationship, but this is very rare." • 
Paul Fein, Florida 
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COLOMBIAN 




Colombia's challenge 
in USA '94 will be to 
keep their discipline 
and exotic talents 
in line 


BY ROB HUGHES 


O NE door opens, another 
closes. The new year is a 
two-way process—for two 
of soccer's most colourful, 
most captivating personalities. 

In Colombia, Rene Higuita, the 
national goalkeeper, has been 
released on bail after seven months 
imprisonment awaiting trial for 
allegedly acting as a go-between, 
negotiating the freedom of a 
kidnapped girl. 

In Turkey. Tanjn Colak, the golden 
boot of goal scoring, starts a sentence 
of four years and eight months for 
smuggling a Mercedes car into Ankara. 
Their advocates depin them as 
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victims of their own fame. It is as if 
Higuita and Colak, mavericks of their 
trade, were being made examples of 
unforgiving juridical attitudes. As 
outsiders, we are in no position to 
judge. But as Higuita emerges thinner 
and less humorous after his hunger 
strike in jail, as Colak goes down, we 
can see that sport docs not absolve a 
man from the recriminations of the 
law. 

Sport, in other words, is merely a 
branch of life. 

Life on the extremes when it comes 
to Higuita's Colombian teammates. 
There is a growing conviction down 
South America way that Colombia, 
the team that demolished Argentina, 


5-0, in Buenos Aires, has the most 
exciting, most exotic collection of 
individual talents on earth. 

They also have a rhythmic 
style—slow, slow, quick, quick, 
quicker—that could toy with 
opponents in the heat and humidity of 
the World Cup in America this 
summer. The Latin game, retaining 
possession, waiting and plotting the 
moments to burst goalwards, is more 
likely to prevail in those conditions 
than the methodical, dehydrating 
running of Europeans. 

But Colombia? Has it the discipline, 
the dependability, to go seven games 
in a month for the supreme prize? 

For the sake of Francisco Maturana, 
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There is a growing 
conviction down South 
America way that 
Colomhia has the most 
exciting, most exotic 
collection of individual 
talents on earth 


the national coach who set aside his 
professorship in dentistry at the 
University of Antioquia, 1 would like 
to think so. 

Maturana, 44, a former central 
defender has spent seven years 
opening the once clamped mouth of 
Colombian soccer. He rejected his 
country's defensive neurosis, he 
Ignored threats on his life by drug 
cartels, he befriended players who 
came from the mean streets with 
nothing but their skills, and he set the 
path of a now-rare soccer philosophy 
of allowing individuality to breathe 
spontaneously within a team. 

Yet, there is always the danger of 
such a policy self-destructing. Maybe 
it is already beginning. Take Faustino 
Asprilla, the leggy, explosive attacker 
who caught our imagination at the 
Barcelona Olympics. 

Whatever moves Asprilla—and it 
moved him to a $4 million transfer to 
Marma in Italy—is hard to govern. It 
comes and it goes. No defender can 
counter it because not even Asprilla 
knows when his turbo boost will 
activate. 

Unfortunately, no one, not 
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Maturana and not Asprilla's club 
coach Nevio Scala at Parma, can be 
sure he will turn up for training,lct 
alone matches. 

Parmalat, the paymaster of Parma, 
has so far been benevolent. It plans a 
promotional push into the United 
States around him. 

But right now the Italian media are 
enjoying the wild side ol Asprilla. 
reporting that he has sent his wife and 


young son home to Colombia while 
he pursues the favours of a porn 
aaress. She, Petra Scharabach, has 
told the press: “He hasn't scored many 
goals lately...and he certainly is not 
going to score with me." 

A nice mess developing for one of 
Malurana's potential world stars. But 
the professor knows that managing 
soccer players is like running a large 
family; Asprilla is one of nine children. 


and a formal education is not his forte. 

At least he knew his father. Others 
in the team admit they were 
abandoned in early childhood. 
Defender Luis Carlos Perea went 
through the courts removing his 
father’s name from his passport, and 
rebuked a journalist for asking what 
that name is. 

"rve forgotten it," he responded. 
“It's not worthwhile remembering." 
Perea shares that abandonment with 
Higuita and with midfielder Lconel de 
Jesus Alvarez, whose mother had to 
take in sewing through the night to 
provide for her brood. 

"One day," Lconel used to tell her, 

“I will be rich and you will live like a 
queen." 

His midfield partner Gabriel Cor iez 
is another street-wise player. Gomez 
has a father who came to the end of his 
tether with a miscreant youngest son 
expelled from school for putting dead 
lizards in the teacher's desk. He sent 
him to Guayaquil, to the harsh 
environs ol Medellin, at the age of 12 
“to teach him the realities of life." 

Contrast that to the studious Alexis 
Antinio Mendoza, a defender from 
Barranquilla. At 16, sent to work in a 
plastics fatiory to help his family, he 
took a degree in business 
administration at evening classes at 
the National Institute of Commerce. 

At 21, he graduated. By then he was 
blossoming as an entirely self-taught 
soccer player, one who conditioned 
himself to training alone each night 
alter studies. The articulate Mendoza 
often sparks the runs of the shy, 
sometimes match-winning runner 
Fredy Eusebio Rincon, who froni the 
age of 12 never had to express himself 
in any other way than with a ball at his 
feet. 

Carlos Valderrama, the giant ol 
Colombia's creative midfield, was 
known at the age of 9 He is a product 
of the beach soccer on Colombia's 
northern coast. 

Valderrama, by turns actor, 
play-maker, pretender and catalyst, 
identifies the whole panoply of what 
Colombia might, or might not achieve 
in 1994. And that a mirror to life, is all 
or nothing. ■ 


Watch Out For Asprilla! 


A NEW generation of young superstars emerge in every World Cup 
AxfootbaU tournament. Four years ago in Halia '90, it was Roberto 
Ba^io, Toto' SchiHad, Paul Gascoigne, Caniggia, Jurgen Klinsmann and 
Cameroon's Omam Biyek who hogged the headlines. A player to watch ■ 
out for USA, later this year, is Colombia's dashing forward Faustino 
Asprilla. Hailed as the new Pclc, this 23-year- old Colombian, who plays 
as a professiorul in the Italian first division with Panha, can enthral 
speaators with his delectable dribbling, body swerves and pacy runs at 
goal. 

Faustino Asprilla is a typical rags to riches story. He has emeiged from a 
small town in Colombia to become a national hero. Playing for tong hours 
on the back streets of his hometown has made him a tedmlcally-^fted 
player and devastating goalscorer. His sheer exuberance on scoring goals b 
a joy to behold. His distinalve trademark is the cartwheel of delight that he 
performs to celebrate his goals. Of course, the goal he will always Cherish is 
the one by tvhich Parma ended A.C. Milan's 68-match, 21 -month long 
unbeaten league run. winning 1 -0 at the San Siro in Mardi '93. 

As he Is a great fan of Salsa music, Faustino is nicknamed 'Salstta'. He 
first came into the limelight in the South American qualiflers for the 1992 
Olympics. Columbia knocked out fancied Brazil and Uruguay to reach the 
Olympic final rounds, Asprilla scored thrice in these memorable viaories. 
After the Olympics, he was transferred from his Colomblah dub Nadonai 
toainbjtiousPannaofItalyft»r$4.5 million. I 

Such was his Impaa to Italy, that coach Nevio Scala dropped Btarilian 

national goalkeeper Claudo Taffarel to include Aspt^la as one of die three 
forefen players altowad to the Italian league. Ihe ot^r two cofriirmed 
foreigtiers in ^MtohaFc Sweden's Tornas Brolta ^d'B^gSuro'sGeoqies 

'Gru'n. ;' ■ 

A gashed leg cost him a place inihe squad which Jtoal Antiwrp 
Helium 3-1 totheEuropeanCupWinnersCupilMdSttl^ti^leyWlitoy 
'93. However, he recovered to excel as Colombia topped their World Cup . 
qualifying group. The uftimaie glory was achievedwith a 5»0 trouridng of 

Argentina to Buenos Aires. Asprilla scored twfce. , 

football has becometocreastogiyiaceless. Worktatc is all. 
SofHayers like A^wllla with his tomrovhatio»ai»ili>aaskHls:beicopie8 an 
ribvioussuperstar. His "Achilles Heel" is his voadfe tomperiiHKait; At dig 
Bogota ahpqrt, he had an ahercadon with a phwjp^paplKr. Jn ^ 
hestormedotrioIthesquad'sWwldCupttafe^iaiap;^^^ 

! aftereatiori whfa the mana^. 0 he canSfei!^ tgaiiaAthesky Is 

tiiah^tfiwAspriHa totlrei^wiiiBMOap.. ; ' . " > 
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CK-OFF 

ttalv'i Lamest 

T hroughout itaiy you hear 
the plaintive cry; Come in No. 9 
your time is now. Is Woiid 

Cup year and soccer afiSdonados 
know that itaUans have wonthree 
World Cups and threatened te take 
mote. The common denominator 
isa No. 9, a center-forward of 
potent, often glowerir^ scorihg 
abilityv 

But they don't make them like 
dtey used to do. Sure, Italy boasts 
Rol»rto Baggio, a hear perfea No. 
10. But he cannot ^ on scorh^ ail 
the goak, making all the pteys 
without a reliable rttnning partner 
to take physical wei)^ in 

'vMN:.fbaiafahV' 


attack, tOidriddand to shairethe 
goal scoiing. Akme, Ba^o is a 
plumber withcmt a mate, a 
presidem whhout a vice presidou. 

Last month two Itaban clubs, AC 
MBan and Parma, contested the 
so-called European Super Cup. 
Milanpteiers imported strikers, 
exotic creatures horn other lands; 
World Team of 1993J^armaha8 die 
mercurial Colomtdan Faustino 
Aq[irilia, and tends to keep in 
zeserW Al«^dbo Mem, the 
Olympic striker till992 who, , 
promised to be a Pa<do It^st In the 
making. 

Meili is adrift, as is Pierluigi ; 
CasiragH a tail, sturdy front . 
runner CQvetedand then cgst oh by 
Juventus and now second chdbr 
at Lariobehlnd the Croat Alen 
Boksic.^ 

Poor Italy. Its youhgbloods are 
subsumed bylorei^tirers. Shades of 
the lySQs'v^en. Jchh chafles, the 
"Gentle Giant" beoni Wales, 
goals for Juventus while the 


Bnino NIocoli got in oiaries's 
broad shatiMw. 

ItisndtohlyyouththathTePcs. - 
Gianiuca should be 1° the 

IRime, predktedhy sdemiSc 
evaluation id Ms thKeptiomd Inner 
strength of ludh ctpaeity and. 
muscle power. Alas, poor Viahi; 
Mter Juventus pddSl^^ 
bdlions fm Mm he ^yelop^ 

ofcMy,orr«^erpm^lain. 'Ihe' 

trhdhie with Vi^ bohisln / 

his t^ht foot break even vyhen he ' 
kkks a Aadbetfyeen 

Mjuries, the mind has acquired' 
bevdbd cradcs <d self-doubt^ 

At least th# skeletal i^olo Rossi 
tikliyeied WOrid CupmagniDomce 
in 1982 before his copied knee 
iolnts gatv in. Rossi, a thief in the 
goalmouth whom Italy had 
amnestted f rtnn a prison sentence 
for taking b/ibes in a betting 
stands so that he could stiore at the 
WorldCup. 

He shot Italy to triun^dn 'imd 



I if ^ 



'I f f Is .f .-W'v,v■^X■ 













^7 «>TrPii (n ^ ri i IotTTT^ r 


to|Mi»^ tMtUto bim ' 

rew<^. . •. ■ 

PdHow^ln^ icuitylDg 
thxou8^quidci$a'comdatifae ' 

Sdyfflad 

d«rtb« Scbitlad rode an 
astonishing W{d> bi 

He caiGM out ^Sidly, anns 
IMimptng. eyes|kq}ping, eBtondog 
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goals; Sihcethen, SchiUad hascut a 
peripheralfigure, seen more often 
thaft not on the bench or the 
treatment table of Inter Milan. 

Mvriw^Piriiwn 

T he imWorldCupisa 
tournament of sud 
magnitude that it will take 31 days 
and 52 matches hi nine dties across 
the USA to deddc a charaiHon. The 
offidaispon^>^t>^the 1994 World 
Cup are Snkkm chodates, 

Pontiac, Philips, Mdlonaids, 
MasterCard, JVC, Gillette, Fuji 
Film, Energizer, Coca Cola and 
Canon. To Increase their revenue, 
the cuganising committee has 
Initiated a new concept. They have 
classified eight compdides as 
official marketing partners of the 
1994 World Cup. These eight 
companies are UimetUeck trading 
cards,: Sun mic:ms;^tra. Sprint, 
irrShentton. inlonnation 
technok^ sendees, BUd weiser, 
American Airthws and Adidas. 

These e%ht dmmaniw 

adiowed dm privilege of puttu^ 
bamters aa4 hoardings in the 
various stadje where the matches 
ate being^yed; However, they 
will not get tlto advantageous 
positions; whldivvlfl be alloted to. 
dm olflclat ^xmsors. The main 
advantage forthese eight pamim^ 

is that^M^ can tnarkm products 
vylthtiimWmldC^^ 
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World Cup Japan 2GD2 
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jf^Lpabide from Pasadena, 
GaUfcanla onNew ¥t»t's day the 
Wotki ihTdcted pn a float. 

Souther^C^ftaiuaJ^smi's 1994 
Rose Bo^ ParadeOoat, ''<h*e8llar> 

, vevent'ia^’wp^, ' ' 


kyOa' aml • 


26-fom hi^ rqiha of the World 
CupttojdtyinsldmmeringgolcL ’■ 
Samb^ocaf^aira^iedt/^ 
inunenoe hiich<aam-nhhe 
aninue^'''Smagraphs'* or 
phtmipai^mBde out 
matmiabmdrpM tfo i^tcupr 


akiiort-padGed lbotb«& ft 
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ANALYSIS 


PSYCHO! 


A recent series of attacks on celebrity sportspeople has sent shock 
waves through the sporting worldJs this the end of the sporting 
idoUfan interaction in sport in general? 


ACTION PIUS 



W HEN an unidentified man 

attacked Nancy Kerrigan the 
figure skater, and succeeded in 
bruising her right knee, it send 
shock waves through the sporting world. 
However, the good news was that Kerrigan 
was not seriously injured and would be able to 
take part in the Winter Games in Lillehammer 
in February. But what was most appalling was 
the identity of the attacker. 


He was US skating champion, Tonya 
Harding's bodyguard. He has admitted that he 
was involved in the beating of Nancy 
Kerrigan. The bodyguard. Shawn Eckhardt 
and his associate. Derrick Smith were charged 
with conspiracy for the January 6th assault. 
Meanwhile, Tonya Harding herself has come 
under criminal investigation for possible 
complicity in the attack. The US Figure 
Skating Association said that it would bar 
Harding from Olympic competition if 
evidence showed that she was involved. 


But the damage done to a nervous spurting 
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Katarina Witt: lifa is not a 
clowning mattor. She has 
recoivod hor share of 
threats from unknown male 
admirers 
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world concerned about security after the 
knife attack on Monica Seles in Hamburg last 
April may be far more critical. Oddly, for an 
industry which combines celebrity exposure 
with extreme competitiveness sport has 
usually avoided the stalkers and killers that 
have become a grim, accepted aspect of the 
celebrity circuit. 

Before the attack on Seles, the last attack on 
a sports figure was in 1949 when Eddie 
Waitkus, a Philadelphia baseball star, was shot 
and wounded by an infatuated and deranged 
teenager—an episode that inspired the film 
The Natural. 

Athletes have hitherto been largely able to 
avoid bodyguards and round-the-ckxrk 
protection, usually remaining accessible to 
fans in a way that pop stars and politicians 
would not contemplate. But the attacks on 
Seles and Kerrigan are likely to change that 
prompting not just tighter security but 
inevitably a more distant relationship with 
sports fans. 

"This could be the end of the autograph in 




A DANGEROUS OBSESSION 


TorviUandDean havebeensUdhedbya woman for over a decade 

I N a worrying echo of the Nancy Kerrigan assault, we can reveal that Jayne Torvill 
and Christopher Dean have been stalked for more than a decade by an obsessive 
young woman who has threatened suicide and bombarded them with adoring letters. 

When Dean married Isabelle Dusdienay in 1991 the 22*year-cdd womanwhom 
they once entertained at dinner and who has showered them with gifts, including 
videos of ail their performances—pleaded with him that it was her he should be 
marrying. When she threatened to kill herself the skaters finally sought legal restraint, 
sending a solicitor's letter warning her against pestering them. She maintains that 
people close to her heroes are poisoning their perci^tion of her and that hers is more 
genuine love of their artistry than personal obsession. 

She first won their affection when they came to prominence in the early Eighties 
after they learnt that she was suffering from a debiliuting hand disease. A sueam of 
correspondence followed and she attended most of their British performances before 
finally being introduced. The association was amicable enough until Torvill and Dean 
realised the extent of the young woman's obsession. She even persuaded her parents 
to install a satellite dish so she could video their overseas performances. 

It is thought she is also anorexic and has played on her afflictions. The woman has 
not been seen at the British championships in Sheffield where Torvill and Dean 
competed recently. But the skaters are now forever looking for a face in the crowd and 
fear that she may even follow them to the Winter Olympic in Lillehammer this 
month. 

Competitors and officials at Sheffield remained calm and security there was deemed 
'quite sufficient'. But, given the trauma Monica Seles suffered after being knifed 
during a tennis tournament in Germany last year and an outbreak of similar, if less 
physical, harassment in the United States, stiff-upper-lipism ought not slip into 
complacency. 

And the Americans, who do a nice line in public lunacy from time to time, arc 
engaging in mass therapy."All the top players get threats,"Chris Evert said. 'Ikfter a 
while you expect it. There really hasn't been a reason to fear for your life—until now." 
And Magic Johnson, whose size does not preclude his employing a bodyguard, admits: 
"You do get scared. You've really got to watch your back now." 

Johnson said a fan had stalked him for years, threatening to kill Johnson or himself if 
the basketball star did not talk to him." We had him arrested a couple of limes but the 
police said there was nothing they could really do." 

Other American sports stars on hit lists of varying degrees of danger include Phil 
Simms, Michael Jordan, John McEnroe, Joe Montana, Peter Jacobsen and Dermis 
Conner. And Mike Tyson, would you believe—which gives strength to the notion that 

these assailants truly are mad. 

Kevirr Mitchall 



TonrHi and Data: baim ia tfa 
apodighi caa ba hank aad 
frighlaaiag 


America,of fans being able to reach out and 
touch their athletes," Mike Moran of the US 
Olyinpic Committee said, "It is b»)und to have 
a very grave effect on the future. Athletes do 
not want to be off-limits to the rest of the 
world, but it is something we all want to think 
about." 

As athletes have gradually been 
transformed into show business personalities, 
along with multi-million-dollar sponstrrship 
contracts and year-round exposure, so the 
danger of stalking has increased dramatically. 

Two-time Olympic figure-skating 
champion Katarina Witt, for example 


"This touM 
be the end of 
the 

autograph 
in Aiuetica/'- 
Mike Moran 
of the US 
Olympic 
Committee 


received more than 35,000 letters after she 
won the gold medals in Sarajevo in 1984, 
most of them adoring, some of them 
intimidating. A man is serving a 37-month- 
jail sentence for threatening Witt. 

Many American athletes have already 
started taking extra security precautions. Cal 
Ripken, Orioles baseball player, eleaed to stay 
anonymously in a separate hotel from his 
teammates last season after being accosted by 
an outraged fan. Other sportsmen and 
women have begun hiring personal 
bodyguards. ■ 

Ben MacIntyre 


P E R S O N A L I t Y 


T he rise and rise of Maria 

Mutola is an incredible siory 
that serves to remind us of the 
untapped talent that still 
lurks within Africa. In winning the 
gold medal in the 800m at the 1993 
World Indoor Championships in 
Toronto, Mutola became the first 
sportsman or woman from her 
country to ever lift a world title. H was 
the prelude to a remarkable year that 
saw Mutola add the World outdoor 
title to her collection in Stuttgart and 
finish the year as the event’s 
undispntedNo. 1. 

Like Olympic 800m champion 
Ellen van Langen, Mniola's first loVe 
was football. At 13 Mutola, a left 
winger, was regarded as 
Mozambique’s best female player but 
found her opportunities limited 
because there was no formal structure 
for the women’s game in the country. 
She had tried, briefly, to play m her 
local boys league but was banned 
because she was considered too good! 

In 1988, when it seemed her 
sporting career might he petering out, 
she was discovered by .lose 
Craverinhas, Mo/ambique’s poet 
laureate. He was imptessed by her 
pace and tireless running on the 
football pitch and pointed her in the 
direction of a local athletics club at 
which his son wascoachitig. But the 
switch from football to athletics was a 
difficult one. Forced to use different 
types of muscles to those she was used 
to, she quit, complaining ol stircness. 



Mutola is now a 
very rich young 
woman with a 
five-figure clothing 
and shoe contract 
with Nike 
International,while 
for most 

Mozambicans back 
home, the average 
annual income 
remains $100 


OH, 

MARIA! 

World 800m champion, MARIA MUTOLA, 
a former soccer player, drifted to athletics 
accidentally, at the prompting of her 
country's poet laureate. The rest, of 
course, is history 


"After that hard work my body was 
sore," recalled Mutola. "1 decided to 
slay at home. 1 stayed home for four 
days and slept the whole time. In 
soccer we used to practise four days a 
week. Today practice, tomorrow a rest 
clay. Track and field every day. I said, 
’Oh my God’!’’ 

But Craverinhas refused to give up 
on Mutola. lie went to look for her 
and found her playing lootball in the 
street. Fortunately, she was 
persuaded to give it another go and 
within a few weeks, was the 
Mozambique champion at 400m and 
800m That led to the African Six 
Championships, the African 
Championships and, ultimately, the 
Olympics in Seoul where, at I S, she 
was one of the youngest competitors 
of the Games. Few people noticed the 
young girl tinishmg seventh in her 
heat behind Christine Wachtel in 
2:04.36. 

The People’s Republic of 
Mozambique, which has a 1600 m.le 
coastline on the Indian Ocean and 
land borders with South Africa, 
Swaziland, Zimbabwe,Zambia, 

Malawi and Tanzania, wasanncjced 
by Portuguese explorer Vasco da 
Gama in 1497. Portugal used it to 
control the Indian Ocean spice trade 
and on several occasions had to fight 


off ihe Dutch and British who also 
coveted the important trading post. 

Mozambique’s biggest commodity 
has always been its people. In the 19th 
century, Mozambique’s main export 
was slaves to Brazil and Cuba and in 
the first hall of the 20th century, mine 
workers to neighbouring South Africa. 

But llie beginning ol the end of 
Pori uguese rule was in 1964 when the 
Mozambique Liberation Front 
(Frelimo) launched an armed struggle 
lor independence. When Portuguese 
army officers overthrew the 
dictatorship in Lisbon in 1974,they 
immediately opened a dialogue with 
Mozambique and the following year it 
was granted its independence. 

It was the succession to power of 
Frelimo that has indirectly allowed 
Mutola to pursue an athletics career. 
Under Portuguese rule women in 
Mozambique were exploited both in 
African society and in colonial rule 
when prostitution became a major 
problem. Frelimo, howqver, 
mandated that lemale equality should 
be part ol the constitution. 

The head of Frelimo, Marcelino Dos 
Santos, intervened personally in 
Mutola’s career in 1990. After she had 
won the 800m and 1300m gold 
medals at the African Championships 
in Cairo he asked her if she would like 
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to go anywhere to train. She 
said the United States. Initial attempts 
to get her a scholarship to a 
university failed and then another 
offer to join Benfica in Lisbon, a ciub 
better known for its footballers than 
athletes, collapsed after one of the 
conditions that she take out Portugese 
citizenship, proved to be 
unacceptable. But after two years of 
negotiations Mutola was finally able 
to travel to America when she was 
awarded an Olympic Solidarity 
Programme grant as a promising 
athlete from a third world country. 





Mutola was able to 
travel to America 
when she was 
awarded an 
Olympic Solidarity 
Programme grant 
as a promising 
athlete from a third 
world country 


Mutola exults ahef her famous 
vicloty at the World Athletics 
Championships in Sluttgarl She 
won her BOOni gold m a time 

on 55 « 




Springfield School in Eugene, 
Oregon had applied to be included in 
the programme and were approached 
about taking Mutola. The deciding 
factor in their favour was that teacher 
Bob Crites spoke Portuguese. Crites 
now acts as Mutola's agent. She was 
placed with a local family and her 
running taken over by Margo Fund, 
the school's track coach. "I would 
never have been so successful if it 
hadn't been for the Programme and 
the help they have given me along 
with people like Margo and Bob," 
acknowledged Mutola after her 
victory in Stuttgart. 

Fund set to work on Mutola's 
endurance and started her on a 
weights programme. Physically. 

Mutola is matured beyond her vc\.rs. 
Few of the rest of the world's top 
800m runners enjoy her upper body 
strength. Undoubtedly her greatest 
strength is her strength. 

Many people have doubted her age. 
"Africans just emerge quicker," 
explained Jelf Fund. "In tier country 
the life span for a woman is probably 
about 48. If you are going to die when 
you're 48 and you happen to be 19, 
then you're almost in mid-lifc." 

However, while Mutola's move to 
the United States has undoubtedly 
helped her career, both athletically 
and financially—she is now a very 
rich young woman with a five figure 
clothing and shoe contract with Nike 
Iniernational while for most 
Mozambicans back home the average 
annual wage remains $ 100—there 
has been a downside. 

Margo Fund admitted that on 
several occasions Mutola has pleaded 
to be allowed to go home. This is 
mainly because she docs not feci she 
fits in America. Including Mutola, 
there were just five black students at 
Springfield. "What f have seen is a 
hurl girl who was trying hard to be 
part of this new country where she 
obviously didn't fit in, colourwise, 
hairwise, spcechwise," said Fund. 

It is just one more obstacle that 
Mutola had to overcome to 
become Mozambique's first world 
champion. ■ 

Duncan Mackay 
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Top: Kapil Do« gives actrass Sbaoba a law tips 
at tbs snooker taUo whiia Michaol Forraira, 
actTMS Archana Paran Singh and nationai 
sgaasb ehampion Bhovanosbwari Kwnari took 
on. Sports persons and Boltywood stars 
participaM in this muHi-sport taoMsbain 
New Doibi racantiy to raisa nranay (w charily. 
OMwis who participated wore Roger Binny, 
Aiay Jedaia, Mark Forraira and Mobil Rof pal 


Facing Pago: Boris Backer with his wife 
Barbara after a coiabratoiy dinner at his bouse 
in Goimany. Mrs Becker gave birth to a baby 
boy and Boris was there at hand having opted 
out of the Australian Open 
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VIEW POINT 


THE DESERT BECKONS 



Concern about the 
security and the 
safety of our 
cricketers is 
understandable. 
But it is a little too 
far fetched to 
think that 
Oawood—a 
known cricket 
fan, and a 
frequent 
spectator at 
Sharjah matches 
—will take his 
revenge on the 
Indian cricket 
team, and that too 
after a gap of one 
year 
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Why India should go and play in Sharjah? _ 

I T was a bizarre cricketing sight when the street lights of Sharjah were on, but India were 
forced to bat on. Pakistan went on to make a remarkable comeback in the tournament 
and eventually went on to win it. Since that tournament in November 1991, the lights 
have gone out in Sharjah cricket. With India abstaining from making a trip to the cricket oasis 
in the desert, things have not been the same for the CBFS. Any Indian worth his birthright 
would have stood by the BCCl's decision to stay away from Sharjah. But now that the 
boycott has had its desired effect, it is time Indian cricket returned to the desert. 

The Board had asked for certain jireconditions before India could even reconsider making 
another trip. Now that it is clear that the CBFS is willing to accommodate all these terms and 
conditions, it seems that the path is clear for an Indian visit. One senior Board official even 
went to the extent of saying that, "the CBFS are willing to give us a blank cheque." The 
implications to that statement are not merely financial but also pertain to other aspects like 
playing conditions and other terms. 

Having led the resistance within the Board to India's non-participation in Sharjah, 
l.S. Bindra and .lagmohan Dalrniya have shown their maturity as level-headed 
administrators, by tlieir willingness to keep an open mind on the issue ol participation. It is 
now learnt that even though the decision may not be unanimous, the prevalent mood in the 
Board is inclined towards participation. 

Where then is the crunch? In the fact that the decision whether India should or shouldn't 
participate in Sharjah is not entirely up to the Board Truth is ihai unless and until the 
Government gives the go-ahead, it would be a waste of time for the Board to call a formal 
meeting to discuss the issue 

As it stands the Board received a letter from the government instructing them that there 
was to be no tour to Sharjah till further notice. Yet what is surpiising is that iliis letter is not a 
recent developnient. In fact, the Board received this letter even before it met under Mr. 
Madhav Rao Scindia and decided not to play in Sharjah. What then was the point of that 
meeting, if the team couldn't go anyway, whatever the decision of the Board? 

I This is precisely why all talk about Sharjah is at present limited to informal conversations 
between Board members The Government's letter banning all trips to the UAE came after 
the Bombay Blasts ol January 199J and the subsequent.crackdown on Dawood Ibrahim's 
assets and connections in Bombay. The Government feared retaliation in the form of harm to 
the Indian cricket team when they visited Dawood's headquarters in the Middle East. With 
the ban still holding, the Board began talks with the Government (through the sports 
ministry) and has set a deadline of February 14 to get a decision from the Government if the 
Indian team is to participate in the Australasia Cuii between April 12 and 22. 

Concern about the security and the safety of our cricketers i« understandable. But isn't it a 
little too farfetched to think that Dawood — a known cricket fan and a frequent spectator at 
Sharjah matches — will extract his revenge on the Indian cricket team, and that too after a 
gap of a year. If guarantees from violetice-ridden Sri Lanka on the Indian team's security could 
suffice, then why can't similar guaranu'es from a calm oasis like Sharjah be treated likewise? 

Moreover, Dawood Ibrahim's vengeance is against the Government and with the Indian 
cricket team now on a high it would be bad publicity for anyone to mess with them. Both the 
Board and the Government should also take into account that many Indian cricketers arc- 
losing out on t 'le benefit purses on offer at Sharjah. Every tournament India skips, means a 
loss of a benefii purse for one ci.rrenl Indian player and one former player. Having witnessed 
how former players have to run from pillar to post to arrange benefit match in India (only 
those with over 90 Test matches get an automatic benefit from the Board) one is inclined to 
feel that the CBFS deal is the best a cricketer could hope to get. 

The April tournament in Sharjah would be for the benefit of none other than the Indian 
captain Mohammed Azharuddin. After what he has done for Indian cricket especially over 
the last year, we owe it to him Itigo lo Sharjah and play. ■ 


51 










PARTY TIME! 

Photographer PRADEEPMANDHANI was in 
the Indian dressing room when celebrations 
were on after Kapil's world record 



Left: Rumours of a rift between Kapil and Azhar were all put 
to rest as in a gesture of goodwill the Indian captain first 
presented his Man of the Match award to Kapil and then 
shared in Kapil's moment of triumph with a dance on the 
dressing room table 

Top: Dazed and champagne glass in hand, Kapil and wife 
Romi leave the stadium after all the celebrations 




Right; The Indian team 
cheers as Kapil pours 
out the champagne 

Bottom; A toast from the 
chairman of selectors 
G.R. Vishwanath, as 
fellow selectors Rusi 
Jeejeebhoy and 
Ravindar Chaddha look 
on from behind. Former 
wicketkeeper 
Sadanand Vishwanath 
(extreme right) also 
joins in 



Top: Manager Ajit 
Wadekar presents Kapil 
with a gold bracelet on 
behalf of the Indian 
team. The champagne 
bottles lie ready to be 
uncorked 

Bottom: While the 
Maojtra continues on 
the table, Kapil spills 
the fizz all over the 
dance floor. Dr AM Irani 
(to Kapil's right) sets the 
beat on his make shift 
drums 





The sheer beauty of jute is 
evident from the numerous 
fabrics available today. Being 
versatile, it can be ea^y 
blended widi cotton, woo! 
and even viscose. The fabrics 
are light, comfortable and 
suitable for any cut ordesign. 

Jute and jute blended falnics 
can be effectively 
highlighted by printing, 
applique, vegetable dyeing, 
embroideiy, coidwork, 
hinges etc. like cotton, jute 
fabrics can be dyed upto 
lightfastness of 4 and c^ur 
fastness of 6. Jute fabrics are 
a veritable feast for the 
fashion conscious and a boon 
for fashkm designers. 

Now is the time to weau- jute, 
exp(»t jute, design with jute 
arid immerse yourself in the 
golden aura of the natural fibre. 


Jute Manufactures 
Demtlopment Council 

IfinietiyofTextto 

G wym p c n tofln^ 

71 Bnk Street 

;CriDi^?D0ns,fo(6a. 


JMDC. Thejute 








R E V I E W 


FOR PETE'S 


It was at 
Flinders Park, 
that 

Sampras 
proved that 
his 1993 
dethroning of 
Courier from 
the world 
number one 
spot was no 
accident 
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After a few hiccups in the 
earlier rounds, Pete Sampras 
romped home to win his first 
Australian Open in style 

l^iDA^iP McMAHON; MELBOURNE 



I 


L ooking back on the 1 994 

Australian Open, there were no early 
clues that Pete Sampras would deny 
former world number one, defending 
champion and top seed Jim Courier his 
customary victory swim in the Varra, the river 
along whose banks the city of Melbourne was 
founded. In the second round, Sampras was 
two points away from being bundled out of 
the tournament by Russian teenager Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov, and the American had to 
scramble home 6-3, 2-6, 6-3, 1-6, 9-7 with a 
dramatic fifth set. In the next round, he 
seemed to struggle yet again, dropping a set to 
Stephane Simian of France 7-5, 6-1, 1-6, 6-4. 
In the fourth round, he seemed to have blown 
the cobwebs away and even though he was 
taken to two tiebreaks by Ivan Lendl,he won 
in straight sets 7-6 (7-5), 6-2, 7-6 (7-4) 

Was the smooih Sampras machine revving 
up for a final burst through the pack? Was the 
winner of the Wimbledon and US Open 
crowns in 1993 ready to win his lirsi 
Australian Open crowti. It seemed not. In the 
quarier-final against Sweden's Magnus 
Gustalsson, he dropped the second set 2-6 
before triumphing in four sets 7-6 (7-4), 2-6, 
6-3, 7-6 (7-4). And then came the semi-final 
stage of the tournament, where we all 
thought we could predict the outcome. On 
the one half of the draw, there was Sampras 
against two-time champion Courier, looking 
for his third successive Australian Open 
crown. On the other half of the draw, there 
was Stefan Edberg (also a two-time winner of 
this championship) against the ninth seed, 
Todd Martin, who liad never been this lai in a 
grand slam tournament. It looked like 
another classic Australian Open final between 
Courier and Edberg. 

That wasn't the way things planned out. If 
we thought Edberg would sweep Martin 
aside, it was the reverse that happened, the 
American winning 3-6, 7-6 (9-7), 7-6 (9-7) 
7-6 (7-4). And if we thought Sampras vs 
Courier was going to be a titanic struggle, it 
never was. Courier winning only 11 games in 


the match as Sampras (yes, the very same 
Sampras who struggled early in the 
tournament), tightened the noose 6-3, 6-4, 
6-4. 

It's a funny game, tennis. International 
domination seems to go in cycles. First, it was 
the Americans, then the Australians, then the 
Americans again, then the Swedes, then 
Germany's turn as Eurojie held sway. Now, 
for the first time since the '80s, there were 


Todd Maitiii was s 
surprising finalist but was 
no match lor the (iropowor 
of Sampras 








three Americans taking the four semi-final 
berths in the men's singles. This too, despite 
the absence of three other top Americans, 

David Wheaton and grand slam winners 
Andre Agassi and Michael Chang. 

It was at Flinders Park, therefore, that 
Sampras proved that his 1993 dethroning of 
Courier from the world number one spot was 
no accident. After he had been bundled out. 
Courier reflected on his loss, his $ 1000 fine for 
unsportsmanlike conduct in the second set, 
and the warning lie received for 
time-wasting. "Maybe one of these days, he'll 
have a bad match or I'll have a great match." 
Pause. Then the punch line: "Or I could break ^ 
one of his legs during a changeover." 
llinmmm. Chances are, though, that even a | 
one-legged Sampras would do a lot better 
than most of the men and women on the 
circuit. f 

Speaking of women, the gap left by the 
absent Monica Seles has resulted in a yawning 
chasm between Stelli Graf and the rest of the 
field. Graf did not drop a set during the 
tournament and thougii her opponent in the ‘ 
final was widely tipped to be second seed 
Gabriela Sabaiini, it was third seed Arantxa , 
Sanchez who beat the Argentine in the semi ; 
final. 

Channel Seven, which has the television 
rights to all major tennis in this country, must . 
have thought it had a winner in the final in 
January, with the women's final on Saturday j 
and the men's on Sunday. Instead, the 6-0, ^ 

6-2 hiding meted out to Sanchez by the ; 

all-powerful Graf not only dcinonstrated how ^ 
far ahead she is ol the rest of the field, it i 

probably meant that the entire country : 

swapped channel to Channel Nine and the ; 
third and final cricket Test between Australia t 
and the South Africans, where Allan Border | 

t 

with 84 and Steve Waugh with his seventh / 
Test century, were putting the squeeze on the f 
visitors. I 

There has not been a quicker nor a more ; 
one-sided grand slam final in women's tennis J 
since Graf beat Natalia Zvereva 6-0,6-Oto win .1 
the 1988 French Ojten. Alter the German had | 
won her 1 Sih grand slam title in her 22nd 
final, the biggest defeat since Margaret Smith 
beat Jan I.ehane by the same score in 1 962, I 
she reflected on the convincing victory and 
said she had rarely played better. 

"1 had perfect timing, 1 hit the ball close to 
the line. It's a very good feeling," Graf said. "1 
had a good feeling because my practice this 
morning was so awful. That's always a good 
sign." 
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It's a funny game, tennis. 
International domination 
seems to go in cycles. First, it 
was the Americans, then the 
Australians, then the 
Americans again, then the 
Swedes, then Germany's 
turn as Europe held sway 
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Graf has now won the world's four major 
titles in a row, takinit her career pii/.e money 
total to almost $ 18 million, but her feat is not 
a trueGrandSlam since she did not win all fotir 
titles m a calendar year. In 1988, the last time 
she won all four titles successively, it was done 
in the year, thus constituting the traditional 
GrandSlam that is so seldom achieved. 

Sanchez, bewildered at the speed of the 
match and the case with which Graf won, 
could only say afterwards, that her form was 
not up to mark. “Definitely I have been 
playing better than I did today," she said. "I'm 
not sad, but I'm very disappointed. She played 
well, but 1 wasn't moving the way I have 
moved. My legs were not on the court." 

What, then, must we make ol the difference 
between the world number one and the world 
number two in the women's game'? 
Remember that when Sanchez, number two, 
finally won a game in the second set, she was 
so overjoyed that she hit a ball high into the 
stadium. Admittedly, Graf said throughout 
the tournameni that she has in the past six 
months reached an unprecedented level of 
fitness, that for the first time in years she is 
injury free and even has a new racquet which 
she says has increased her already awesome 
power. But there were few thrills in the 
women's draw. 

There was never any chance of the men's 
singles being one-sided. It all began in 
topsy-turvy tashion. Courier, defending 
champion and top seed, was almost blown 
away in the opening round by American 
Bryan Shelton Then, also in the first round, 
Michael Stich, the number two seed, was 
despatched In four sets by underdog MaliVai 

MaliVai Waaliington; there is now a rising black 
presence in international tennis He created a shock 
upset o< Michael Stick in the second round 
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Washington in a thriller during which even I 
refused to leave my scat to get a mandatory ice 
; cream. 

It was a strange yet welcome trend, for 
while black Americans have dominated 
boxing and athletics for decades, there has 
been little impact on the tennis circuit. Althea 
Gibson won two successive Wimbledon titles 
in 1956 and J 957 and then Arthur Ashe won 
the US Open in 1968 and toppled favourite 
and defending champion Jimmy Connors in 
the 1975 Wimbledon final. But here at 
Flinders Park, it was the combination of 
Shelton and Washington who set the early 
tournament alight, giving it the unpredictable 
flavour that persisted right through the 
fortnight. 

Washington made the quarters, toppling 
Mats Wilander in yet another centre court 
thriller, fighting the Swede toe-to-toe for four 
sets before racing away with the lead in the 
fifth. Alas, he came unstuck in the next round, 
falling to Todd Martin 6-2, 7-6 (7-4). 7-6 
(7-5). Martin was as unobtrusive as he was 
workmanlike in the fortnight, stringing 
together six straight victories for the first time 
in his career. His high |)oint was the comeback 
against Stefan Edberg in the semi-final after 
the Swede had won the first set 6-3 in 
seemingly routine fashion. The next three sets 
all went to tiebreaks and, against all odds, it 
was Martin v/ho won them, 9-7,9-7, and 
then, agonisingly after he lead 6-1 in the 
fourth tie break, saw Edberg whittle away 
three match points before closing out the 
tiebreak and the match 7-4. Later, he said, "1 
hope people think 1 am nice, because lam. I'm 
proud of it. If 1 would be remembered for 
anything, I'd like to be remembered as the 
person I am." 

The main protagonist of the Australian 
Open, that is, Sampras himself tried to 
downplay his achievement. Asked if he would 
like to win the Grand Slam (judging by his 
incredible form) and be in the company of his 
illustrious peers like Don Budge and Rod 
Laver, he said, "Yes, it would be nice to be part 
of this elite group and yes, it would be nice to 
win a Grand Slam. However, I sometimes 
wonder whether I have what it takes to be a 
part of such exalted company." 

Tennis experts are in no doubt whatsoever ; 
that Sampras does have what it takes. And if 
one were to analyse the way Sampras is 
playing, then the safest conclusion would be 
that the 1995 Australian Open might just see a j 
re-Pete. ■ 
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"Maybe one of 
these days, 
he'll have a 
bad match or 
I'll have a 
great match. 
Or 1 could 
break one of 
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changeover," 
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A bitter Wasint 
Akram accuses 
his teammate 
and former 
friend Waqar 
Younis of 
plotting his 
downfall 


SPORTSWORLD: Reports reaching here 
suggested that there was a rebellion in 
the Pakistani camp solely to get Javed 
Miandad back in the team. How come 
the rebels decided to tour the next day 
even though the team remained 
unchanged? 

WASIM AKRAM: 1 think, you're mistaken. 
Miandad wasn't the issue The main issue was 
Wasim Akram. Initially, they did try to give 
the impression that they were fighting for 
Miandad. But I knew from the beginning that 
they were after me. 


've Been 
ebbed In 
e Back!' 


who do you mean by 'they'? 

Mainly Waqar Younis. He was the one who 
wanted to get rid of me. He aspired to be the 
Pakistan captain. 

The outside world would find this 
somewhat difficult to digest. Wasim and 
Waqar, we were given to understand, 
shared a deep friendship both on and off 
the field. What actually led to the split? 

1 wouldn't know really. As far as I am 
concerned, my conscience is absolutely clear. 

1 always gave him encouragement, wherever J 
went with him, be it Australia, West Indies, 
South Africa. 1 kept on promoting him. Kept 
on telling the press that here was the best fast 
bowler in the world.... 

So all the recent happenings must have 
come as a bolt from the blue? 

Not really. 1 always knew that Waqar was 
ambitious and that he harboured hopes of 
becoming the captain. It was known that he 
was not wholeheartedly behind me. The only 
thing I didn't realise was that they had foimed 
a clique. 

Did you get the feeling that Waqar and 
Co. stabbed you in the back? 

Absolutely. I've been stabbed in the back! 

Who informed you a day later that the 
Pakistan Board had decided to relieve 
you of the captaincy? 

Javed Burki, the chief selector. I met him at 
the Gaddafi Stadium and I couldn't believe 
my ears when he told me that they were 
removing me from the captaincy. 

1 told him quite frankly what 1 felt about the 
decision. I told him that today you're doing it 
to me. Tomorrow it could be someone else. 
Once you succumb to this kind of 
blackmailing you'll only encourage the trend. 
You'll set a very bad precedent. 


What was his reply? 


Well he just nodded and said, "sorry, we're 
taking a chance. Please don't mind. 

You're blaming people for stabbing you 
in the back. But Javed Miandad has 
levelled the same charges against you? 

Miandad is like that. You can expect him to 
say anything, anytime. What he said didn't 
surprise me. He is a great player and has 
served Pakistan cricket tremendously. But 
what is beyond his understanding is that all 
good things in life end somewhere, sometime. 
He should accept the fact that he is finished as 
a player. Look at his performance since the 
last season: show me where he has 
performed? He hardly attended the national 
camp, batted Just once and didn't look fit. As it 
is I've been carrying him in the team for the 
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great player. But 
what is beyond 
his understanding 
is that all good 
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should accept the 
fact that he is 
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last one year. How long can anyone expect 
such favours? 

In other words, you're accepting the 
responsibility for playing a crucial role in 
the exclusion of Miandad? 

Why single me out? The memben of the ad 
hoc committee were there too. 

If what you said is true, then how come 
Miandad was blaming Imran Khan for 
his exclusion? 

Imran had absolutely no role to play. He Is too 
busy with his cancer hospital project. It might 
surprise you, that though both of us are from 
Lahore, the last time we spoke to each other 
was last October and that too in Shaijah. But 
then Miandad will always be Miandad. He'll 
go on saying things. 

You're obviously a bitter man today. 

How will you adjust and play with the 
same bunch of people who 'plotted' to 
remove you from the captaincy? Imran 
has suggested that you withdraw from 
the tour of New Zealand. 

Hopefully, 1 won't have any problems. As a 
player I would still be the same. As an 
individual yes. I'm very upset by the turn of 
events. But that won't stop me from giving 
my hundred per cent. Even today (after 
hearing the sad newsj I went for my routine 
practice. 

I love Pakistan cricket too much to stay 
away from the scene and because I care for the 
country's cricket, I am equally concerned as to 
what kind of an image this incident will 
portray to the outside world. People will laugh 
and ridicule us. 

All I can tell you is that such things are 
unheard of in Indian cricket even though 
occasional ego clashes and strong 
differences of opinion have plagued the 
team In the past.... 

I marvel at the present Indian team. Look at 
how they've rallied behind their skipper. It 
looks such a formidable side today with the 
Tendulkars, Kumbles and Kamblis backing up 
Azharuddin. Then there is Kapil Dev. I was 
watching India play in the Hero Cup final on 
television. They looked such a spirited side 
with positive vibrations. You know, after the 
last World Cup people used to say the Indian 
team should learn what team spirit was all 
about from us. In less than two year's time the 
picture has turned upside down. 

Interviewed by Gautam Bhattacharya 








News Item: Zico's frustration 
apparently got the better of him 36 
minutes into the second half of the 
game between bis team, Kashima 
Antlers and Kawasaki Verdy in the 
J-league in Tokyo. This was when the 
referee awarded the iatter team a 
penalty. As Verdy star, Kazuyoshi 
Miura prepared to take the kick, Zico 
walked up and spat on the ball. 

I AM Zico's spit. I hit the headlines 
recently. During a league match, 
my boss send me flying through 
the air. I thought that, as usual, I 
would land on the green turf. Imagine 
my extraordinary surprise when I 
landed on my friend, Cosco the 
football. He looked at me in a daze 
as I fell with a thud on his face. 

"This is really bad manners," Cosco 
the ball said. 

"I am very sorry, Cosco," 1 said, 
feeling embarrassed. 

"You had the whole field in front of 
you and yet, you had to fall on me," 
Cosco said, still in that hurt tone, "and 
that too, at such an important 
moment as a penalty. You know that 1 
have to concentrate very hard, so that 
I can swerve, depending on which 
way the boot hits me." 

"I am sorry Cosco," 1 repeated, "but 
my boss is going a little crazy in the 
head. I can't imagine how he could 
have done this to you. After all, it is 
only through you that Zico has earned 
a decent livelihood for over 20 years. 
You have served him well. Both of 


you have developed such a wonderful 
rappon. And from being a boy in a 
poverty-stricken family, he is now a 
millionaire. So I could not believe it 
when he send me flying at you. It is 
shocking, to say the least." 

"Times change," Cosco said in a 
philosophical manner, "people 
change. Zico has changed. He is no 
longer the soccerplaycr he used to be. 
I remember what dazzling skills he 
displayed in the early Eighties, 
especially during the '82 World Cup. 
Now, as he reaches his forties, his skills 
are deserting him. He seems to be 
injured most of the time." 

"Yes," I replied, "in fact, the other 
day when my boss had been injured 
yet again, 1 had a talk with the shins 
and the knees. And they said that they 
could no longer stand the pressure of 
top class football. They told me that 
they had been doing the job for about 
twenty-five years now and they just 
can't take it any more. After every 
match, they are bone tired and they 
want to stop playing altogether. But 
Zico insists on pushing himself. I 
guess, like most people, he is doing it 
for the money." 

"The craving for more money 
creates so much of problems in life," 
Cosco the football said, "in my career, 
I have seen so many top class football 
careers ruined by money. When 
money comes in, luxury comes in. 
Women come in. Drugs come in. And 
then the player loses his hunger and 


passion for the game. As time goes on, 
he thinks less about his game and 
more about how to make greater 
amounts of money. He becomes a sort 
of prostitute and is quite willing to sell 
himself to the highest bidder. The rule 
is: never play for money. Instead, one 
should play for excellence. Excellence 
should be the aim in life. And if money 
comes in, as payment for excellence, it 
should be accepted with grace. But the 
moment money is taken as an end in 
itself, that is when it corrupts a 
player's game. And your boss Zico 
seems to be going the same way." 

I suddenly felt sad abtiut what 
Cosco was saying. He had been a top 
class football for twenty years and he 
had seen a lot of life. So what he said 
was the deep, unvarnished truth—1 
was struck into silence. 

"Watch him get mad," Cosco said, 
as the referee showed Zico the red 
card. My boss' eyes became red, like 
the card and then he shouted at the 
referee, "You are a cheat. You want 
Kawasaki Verdy to win, by hook or by 
crook. I shall complain about you." 

I rolled down Cosco's face and 
moved some distance away. 

"Hey, what's the hurry? " Cosco 
said. 

"The penalty is about to be taken," 1 
shouted, over the din of the spectators 
in the stadium, "Kazuyoshi Miura has 
gone to the top of his eight-step run. 
So Cosco, it's time to get back to work." 

Cosco immediately closed his eyes 
and frowned in deep concentration. 
The Japanese player came up and 
struck Cosco cleanly. The football rose 
up in the air and when it seemed that 
it was about to sail over the bar, it 
suddenly dipped and went into the 
net. Goall The game was played for 
another five minutes and then the 
referee blew the final whistle. 

I slowly began to walk away from 
the turf. It was the end of another day. 
But as I reached the players' tunnel, 
Cosco, who was sitting on the 
referee's arm, shouted at me, "Hey 
Zico's spit, despite everything, I 
forgive your boss. Give my regards to 
him. After alL both he and I go back a 
long way." ■ 

Shevlin Sebastian 
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T'sjust another formal dinner where the 
members of the Indian cricket team are the 
guests of honour. After the formalities of the 
speeches and garlanding are done with, the 
other invitees mingle around with the 
cricketers. This period, prior to dinner, is what 
many of the cricketers would rather avoid 
though most of them are too polite to admit to 
this. They would rather proceed with and 
indulge gastronomical desires instead of 
cooking up polite conversation with people 
they have never met before. 


On this particular day, the dinner has 
been delayed, probably because the chef had 
overestimated the host's capabilities of 
making long speeches. Sachin Tendulkar, 
Satijay Manjrekar and Pra veen Amre are 
surprisingly unperturbed by the delay in 
dinner. The threesome had consumed a 
heavy snack' in their hotel room, after 
returning from the day's play. Their 
conversation revolves around whether they 
ought to indulge their tasiebuds just for the 
heck of it. The contemplating comes to a hasty 
halt when one of them espies one of his 


favourite dishes on the long buffet table. It is 
then decided that they would have a 'bite' 
after all. Amre and Manjrekar do just that, 
nibbling at some of the gourmet. Sachin for 
his pari, ends up polishing off three hefty 
helpings and then enquires whether anyone 
else is keen on dessert. Two visits to that table, 
and Sachin is finally satisfied. "This is 
nothing", comments Manjrekar, "thriishis 
below-normal form." Below normal? Why 
it's almost abnormal. But then when was a 
genius ever a normal person ? What can you 
say of a young batting genius whose appetite 
for runs rivals his appetite for food; who as a 
14 - year-old schoolboy, wrote cricketing 
history by sharing a world record partnership 
in any class of cricket. Who scored a century 
on his first-class debut well before his 16th 
birthday; who played at the highest level of 
the game, and even .scored a Test century, 
when he wasn 't old enough to be eligible fora 
driving license, who was winning 
Man-of-the-Match champagne bottles even 
though he wasn't legally old enough to drink 
it. Who was stilt a teenager, the only one in the 
history of the game, when he scored five Test 
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centuries and a 1000 runs in Test cricket. 
What do you say? 

Genius. 

Period. 


WMi childiMiod friemi and 
taaomiate. Vinod KanliU. 
Tovetfiar they can mack (or 
thostan 


T oday just days away from his 21 st 
birthday (as on April 24,1973) 

Sachin may have Just come of age as a 
'man'. But as a cricketer with five 
years of experience in international cricket, 
he is almost a veteran. Having represented 



India in twice the number of Tests than he has 
turned out for Bombay in the Ranji Trophy. 
Sachin embodies in him, and through his per¬ 
formance, the present and future of Indian 
cricket. 

Life has changed a lot since he first hit the 
scene scoring centuries in his debut in the 
Ranji, Irani and Duleep Trophies. Today, his 
Walkman has been replaced by diseman. His 
car is decorated with a golden stud. And if his 
parents are not in Bombay when he is, then 
he checks into the Taj and prefers to live 
there instead. Public expeaations and media 
attention has now become such a hazard that 
it, at times, gets dragged to extraordinary 
levels. Levels that could even distract Michael 
'Air' Jordan. There was a time when it seemed 
that the 'attention' was aaually affecting 
Sachin's performances, forcing the Indian 
vice-captain to retreat to the loneliness of his 
hotel room. "That's no excuse for mv poor 
performances," he said talking of the 
pressures of the intense limelight that he must 
bask in. 

"It wasjust a bad patch and every batsman 
goes through it. I'm just glad its over with", he 
says in relief. But face it, it could become 
frustrating if you were hounded by people, 24 
hours in the day, for 365 days a year. For 
instance; what do you do when you have a 'do 
not disturb' sign on your hotel room door and 
the phone and yet gel woken up by some 
unknown at 1 a.m. on the morning of a 
match, who has the gall to retjuest you for 
tickets for the days play! 

Such arc the expectations, and so high are 
the standards he has set for himself, that many 
would be tempted to make a sweeping 
statement that of late, Sachin's form has been 
below-par. Such generalisations would not be 
correct, for though his one-day record may be 
moderate, his Test scores have been 
deceptively consistent (see statistics). Sachin 
does talk of a "crisis of confidence" which he 
experienced but he attributes his failures in 
limited overs cricket tt) the situation when he 
comes in to bat. 

B'Jt he declares confidently, "I'm a much 
better batsman now. I'm more mature, I can 
now play to a plan according to the 
situation. 1 don't go playing all my strokes." 
Yet, it is Sachin's genius which allows him the 
luxury of being able to play every stroke in the 
book. 

"For a time I curbed my stroke play, 
because Vinod (Kambli) was getting big 
scores," he says about his new found 
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lM9-90(lnP«k) 

4 

6 

- 

215 

35.83 

59 

- 
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1 

30 

0 

25 

0 

-a '■ 
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117 

29.25 

88 

- 
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1 

- 

- 

- 

- 
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1990(inEii|^ 

3 

5 

1 

245 

61.25 

119 

1 

1 

3 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- - ' 

mo-91 (tnSL) 

1 

1 

- 

11 

11.00 

11 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- ■ 

- 

- ‘ 

mi-92(l]lAus> 

5 

9 

1 

36S 

46.00 

148* 

2 

- 

5 

216 

10 

94 

3 

51.33 2-10 

1992-93 (In Zim) 

1 

1 

- 

0 

0.00 

0 

- 

- 

- 

24 

3 

8 

0 


1992-93 (in SA) 

4 

6 

- 

202 

33.66 

111 

1 

1 

4 

42 

2 

14 

1 

14.00 1-9 

1992-93 (V Eng) 

3 

4 

1 

302 

100.66 

165 

1 

2 

4 

24 

2 

9 

0 

- 

1992-93 (vZtm) 

1 

1 

- 

62 

62.00 

62 

- 

1 

- 

10 

1 

11 

0 

- 

1993-94 (in SL) 

3 

3 

1 

203 

101.50 104* 

1 

1 

3 

18 

0 

4 

0 

_ 

1993-94 (vSL) 

3 

3 

- 

244 

81.33 

142 

1 

1 

2 

24 

1 

7 

0 

- 

(Total) 

31 

43 

4 

1969 

50,48 

165 

7 

10 23 

408 

19 

172 

4 

43.00 2-10 

At home 

8 

9 

1 

619 

77.37 

165 

2 

4 

6 

78 

4 

27 

0 

- ... 

Abroad 

21 

34 

3 

1350 

43.54 

148* 

5 

6 

17 

330 

15 

145 

4 

36,25 2-10 
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Pakistan 

4 

6 


215 

35.83 

59 

- 

2 

1 

30 

0 

25 

0 

_ 

New Zealand 

3 

4 

- 

117 

29.25 

88 

- 

1 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

England 

6 

9 

2 

547 

78.14 

165 

2 

3 

7 

24 

2 

9 

0 

- 

Sri Lanka 

7 

7 

1 

458 

76.33 

142 

2 

2 

5 

42 

1 

11 

0 


Australia 

5 

9 

1 

368 

46.00 

148* 

2 

- 

5 

216 

10 

94 

3 

31.33 2-10 

Zimbabwe 

2 

2 

- 

62 

31.00 

62 

- 

1 

- 

54 

4 

19 

0 

- 

South Africa 

4 

6 

- 

202 

33.66 
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Break up against each country 


M 

IlMl 

No 

Runs 

Avge 

HS 

c 

F 

Ct Balls Mdns Runs Wkts Avge Best | 

Pakistan 

6 

6 

2 

175 

43.75 

*54 

- 

T 

1 

126 

0 

81 

1 

81.00 1-37 

New Zealand 

3 

3 

0 

120 

40.00 

84 

- 

1 

- 

6 

0 

2 

0 

- 

Sri Lanka 

14 

13 

2 

337 

13.72 

53 

- 

3 

7 

294 

3 

202 

8 

25.25 3-43 

England 

9 

9 

1 

233 

29.12 

81* 

- 

1 

3 

84 

0 

63 

0 

- 

Bangladesh 

1 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

12 

0 

15 

0 

_ 

West Indies 

9 

9 

3 

250 

41.66 

77 

- 

2 

1 

252 

3 

169 

6 

28.16 4-34 

South Africa 

13 

13 

- 

243 

16.20 

62 

- 

1 

2 

294 

1 

209 

2 

104.501-27 

Australia 

7 

7 

0 

229 

32.71 

69 

- 

2 

4 

137 

0 

101 

1 

101.001-47 

Zimbabwe 

6 

5 

1 

155 

38.75 

81 

“ 

1 

- 

128 

0 

135 

3 

45 00 1-35 

(Total) 

68 

65 

9 

1742 

31.10 

84 

- 

13 18 

1333 

8 

977 

21 

46.52 4-34 

At home 

27 

25 

.4 

564 

26.85 

81 

- 

5 

6 

506 

3 

436 

12 

36.33 2-39 

Abroad 

41 

40 

5 

1178 

33.65 

84 


8 

12 
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5 

541 

9 

60.11 4-34 
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1 

Tests 

31 

43 

4 

1969 

50.48 

165 

7 

10 23 

408 

19 

172 

4 

43.00 2-10 

Rariil 

15 

23 

3 

1453 

72.65 

138 

3 

13 

4 

309 

5 

187 

0 

- - 

Duleep 

6 

9 

0 

401 

44.55 

159 

2 

1 

4 

696 

18 

355 

7 

50.71 3-60 

Irani 

1 

2 

1 

142 

142 00 103* 

1 

- 

- 

114 

6 

47 

0 

- 

Yorkshire 

16 

25 

2 

1070 

46.52 

100 

1 

7 

10 

375 

10 

195 

4 

48.75 2-35 

Other f.c 

IS 

28 

4 

1360 

56.66 

131 

2 

10 

5 

797 

21 

457 

7 

65.28 3-79 

(ToUl) 

87 

130 

14 

6395 

55.12 

165 

16 41 44 

2699 

79 

1413 

22 

64.22 3-60 


With tkipiier Azharuddiii. 
Adaquate back¬ 
up by hit mora than 
capable taaimnatat, hat 
givan Tandulkar tima to 
mature 




For Tendulkar, 
professionalism 
is not merely a 
matter of 
convenience. It is 
more importantly 
a frame of mind. 
When journalists 
congratailated 
him after he 
ended the day's 
play in the 




during the Test 
against the Sri 
Lankans at 
Bangalore, 
Sachin calmly 
told the 

mediamen, "It's 
not finished yet" 


COMrtlf 0 BY fiAVf KANT SRIVAS7AVA 

















'HI play my natunl bbom, 
ttaruns will coma’... 
Tandulkar 



it could become 
frustreting if you 
were hounded by 
people 24 hours e 
day,for365deys 
in a year. For 
instance; what do 
you do when you 
have a 'do not 
disturb' sign on 
your hotel room 
door and the 
phone, and yet 
you get woken up 
by some unknown 
at 1 am in the 
morning of a 
match, who has 
the gall to request 
you for tickets for 
the day's play! 
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phJ losophy. “I saw myself in the 
role of an anchorman. Then I realised that the 
team also needed runs from me, and the only 
way to do that, was to play my natural game.” 
Suspecting drawbacks in Sachin’s batting 
talents because of his gifted flamboyant 
strokeplay, is like casting aspersions on 
Michelangelo's work on the ceiling of the 
Sistine Chapel merely because he did it on his 
back. 

Cynics may feel that Sachin's Tendulkar's 
international career may not have taken off 
like it was expected to have. And they 
attribute their arguments to the immense 
popularity that he seems to enjoy. But Indian 
cricket can only hope that Sachin has already 
paid the price of fame and that from here on, it 
can only be up. Vinod Kambli had once said 
that while his schoolmate had taken the 
elevator up, he was willing to lake the 
staircase. Now the two buddies are up there 
and are ready to reach for the stars. Sunil 
Gavaskar had once predicted that Sachin's 
true test of greatness would come when the 
entire responsibility of the Indian batting 
would fall on the yourigman's shoulders. 
Fortunately for Sachin, the likes of Kambli, 
A/.har and the others have relieved him of a 
lot of this unfair burden. 

Playing more than adequate supportive 
roles, the other Indian batsmen have allowed 
Sachin to grow and mature with no additional 
pressures, the kind which Gavaskar faced in 
the '7qs. And Sachin is the first to admit to 
this contribution from his teammates. But it 
will be while playing abroad that Sachin will 
(and must) bear additional responsibilities 
and burdens, for he has what it takes to do so. 

Not only is he a gifted player, he also has all 
the t rails of a shrewd and a thinking cricketer 
— a cricketer, who over the five years he has 
been exposed to international cricket has 
become a hard core professional. One British 
journalist recalls a very revealing incident 
during Sachin's County days in Yorkshire. As 
the first non-Englishman to play for 
Yorkshire, Sachin was such a big draw that 
many members of the club renewed their 
outdated membership cards merely because 
of 'the young Indian' (note young). When a 
photographer from a local paper began to click 
shots of Sachin in the Yorkshire dressing 
room, Sachin very coolly moved away a pair 
of pads which were lying in front of him. And 
then placing another set in front, of the 


photographer, he told him politely, "Not with 
those ones, I don't have a contract with them 
any longer." 

Yet for Sachin Tendulkar, professionalism is 
not merely a question of convenience, it is 
more importantly a frame of mind. When 
journalists congratulated him after he ended 
the day's play in the nervous 90's during the 
Test against the Sri Lankans at Bangalore, 


WM if iiiw iwd plMrf 
togaHMr? fiavMkar fNb 
ibattlM teat of TwMMkar is 
yatioceaM 



Sachin calmly told the mediamen, "It's not 
finished yet. Tomorrow is another day." 
Sachin knew what he was talking about. He 
was out the next day, four runs short of this 
century. And then again, if you still ask 
whether Sachin has lived up to the people's 
expectations, then the answer is 'no'. 

Why,you ask? Simply because, with his 
talents he has on/y managed to take 25 
wickets for India in international cricket.a 
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PREVIEW 


T his is not just a preview. It is a 

prediaion. There can be only one 
absolute as far as the Davis Cup tie 
against America is concerned and 
Jaideep Mukherjea, the captain of the Indian 
squad, has already come to terms with it. 

Mukherjea, the gentlemanly captain of the 
avowed underdogs—the Indian squad — has 
already made his peace with the faa that his 
team is going to get beaten by the United 
States in’this best-of-five-match format. Apart 
from the enactment of this main script, there 
may be, in terms of consolation, a little side 
show—if Leander Pacs does a cameo—but 
the general opinion rests on the fact that 
inevitability will eventually rule the 
scoreboard. 

One would have in actuality desisted from 
making such a prediction that is so outright 
and one which seems to be so unpatriotic in 
fair measure. It could have been otherwise. 
Why if only Ramesh Krishnan had made 
himself available for the lie. If only 
communication between the Indian squad 
and the Indian tennis authorities had been on 
a more professional and yet informal level. If 
only the present hopefuls for the Davis Cup 
squad would slop boring us with theii 
inconsisieni displays. 

If only... 

What exactly ails Indian tennis? 

The malady, if it were to be diagnosed, 
could be put down to the fact that Indian 
tennis at this stage is going through a bad bout 
of complacency. And this, if not remedied 
quickly, could be rendered malignant. 

Ramesh Krishnan's sudden and 
unceremonious departure from the Indian 
squad has lefi behind a vacuum which will be 
difficult to fill. To make matters worse, the 
current aspirants who are vying for a place in 
the team and a chance to lake Ramesh's place, 
are still unaware of the responsibilities that 
have come tobe associated with his position. 

Krishnan's place in the Davis Cup squad 
was not just associated with winning matches 
(though he did his fair share of that). He was 
also reputed to be a great source of motivation 
for his teammates, a man who repeatedly 
pulled his team out of tight situations by 
winning those crucial singles. To be fair to 
Zeeshan Ali, Asif Ismail and Gaurav Naiekar, 
one does not doubt their fighting capabilities, 
but one has certain reservations as far as their 
credentials are concerned. 
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RICHEY RENEBERG 

I Rirthi 


BirtiNltto 

Birtiiplac* 

Haight 

Plays 

Pratant singles ranking 
Pavia Cup career singles record 


Phoenix, Aiiz.USA 

yirilBOiti) 

Right-hamlad 

38iMarch7.1994r~ 
Yet to nlav singles 


Turned pro 

:9B7 

Residence 

Palm Desert Caiff.USA 

Weight 

170 (77 kg) 

Career prize-money 

$2,109488 

Present doubles ranking 

30(March7,1994) 


I Davis Cup career doubles record 


Wk a three-time all'American t188&47) at Southern Methodist University In Dallas and the No. 1 collegiate tennis player in 1987„.Reached 19S6 NCAA 
singles final, losing to Dan Goldie of Stanford...Finaiist at 1984 USTA 18s inKalsmazoo...Winner of 1983 World Junior Tennis Qrampionships in 
Carscas...Ukes movies and going to die be8Ch...Wlfe, Msrget (married on Nov. 16,1991) in Minneapolis, Minn. 


PATRICK McENROE 



Birthdate 

Juiy 1,1966 

Birthplace 

Manhasset,N.Y.USA 

Height 

6’(ri1.83m) 

Plays 

Right-handed 

Present singles ranking 

4a|March7,1994) 


Turned pro 

1988 

Residence 

Oyster Bay, N.Y USA 

Weight 

160 (73 kg) 

Career prize-money 

$1,696,742 

Present doubles ranking 

14IMarch7,1994) 


I Davis Cup career singles record Vettotrlavsina 


iDavis Cup career doubles record W/L1-0 


First made irrrpression in pro ranks while in college in 1984, teaming with brotherJohn to win doubles title at Richmond...Did not win another title until 
1987 at San Francisco, his first with Jim Grabb...Came into full bloom as one of the very best doubles players in the world in 1989 with Grabb...Teamed 
with Grabb to win French Open title with a victory over Mansour Bahrami and Eric VVinogradsl(y...1990 saw him emerge as a singles threat..SF at 

Rosmalen and OF at Hong Kong, Singapore, and London Indoor. 


TODD MARTIN 



Birthdate 

Birthplace 

Height 

Plays 

n-esem singles ranking 


July 8,1970 
Lansing, Mich.USA 
6'6''|1.98m) 
Right-handed 
9|Mareh7,1994) 


Turned pro 
Residencs. 

Weight 

Career prize-money 


1990 

Lansing, Mich.USA 

190|86kg| 

$1,265,667 


1 Davis Cup career singles record Vet to play singles 


Qualified for 1989 NCAA toumantent, losing in the first round.. .Fourth highest-ranked freshman (No. 39 overall in final 1990 collegiate ranking)...PIayed 
No. 2 position most of the year at Northwestern (Illinois) University, posting a 51 -3 record...Returned to college for 1989-90 ssason, where he earned 
all-American honours...Won USTA 18s grasscourttitle in 1388...Cosched through the USTA Rookie Program. 


JIM COURIER 


Birthdate 

Birthplace 

Height 

Plays 

Present tingles ranking 


August 17,1970 
Sanford. Fla.USA 

ffr(1.Km) 
Right-handed 
5 (March7,1994) 


Turned pro 

1988 

Residence 

DaitoCity,Fla.USA 


Dade City, Fle.USA 

Weight 

175 (79 kg) 

Career prize-money 

$8479,699 

Davis (^p career Singles record 

W/L5-3 


Rose to prominettce guickly on the professional circuit in 1988, climbing from 348 to 43 on the singles tanking by Yearend...Had SF appearance in 
Charleston, losing to Jimmy An'as...Upset Sweden's AndersJarrydinsecorid round btSfocl^holmOpen an routeto the SF...Ootedths^srwithOF^farts 
at London-indoor and Detroit..After knocking off Andre Agassi at the French Open to reach RD16 in 1989, got better and betlar ...Has only one first 
round loss in 12 g rand slams thus far in his career (through 1^1). 
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PREVIEW 


The only person to have been fairly 
consistent so far, has been Leander Paes and 
he possesses Davis Cup experience, an 
ingredient which his new singles partner will 
definitely lack. But even Paes, going into this 
tie, will be severely handicapped by the 
absence of Krishnan. In times of crisis, they 
drew inspiration from each other's 
personalities. Paes, always hyped up and 
pumped up, borrowed heavily from Ramesh's 
calm and composed demeanour. Ramesh,on 
the other hand, took small doses of Paes' 
vitality when the chips were down or when 
his bruised and battered brnly was on the 
verge of collapse. Either way, both 
complimented each other, their methods of 
operation in stark contrast, but their goals the 
same. 

Will things be the same again? Jaideep 
Mukherjea provides the answer, by being 
candid enough to admit that he is giving this 
tie a bypass and is concentrating on the 
play-offs in September. His current aim is to 
build for the future and his task is to unearth 
talent from the lower age-groups and groom ' 
them lor competitive international 
match-play. This operation, though a 
w(. Iconic one lor Indian tennis, irojiically 
speaks volumes for the paucity of talent in the 
country. 

This fact is also illustrated aptly in the 
selection procedures that went into the 
formation of this squad. Over the four-day 
trials that took place at the Palarn Grounds in 
Delhi, Zeeshan Ali and Gaurav Natekar 
managed outright qualifications But in the 
battle for the fourth member, it was Nitin 
Kirtane who emerged with a better record 
(5-2) in the trials than Asif Ismail (4-3). But 
Ismail being the national champion on both 
grass and hard courts, and who made his 
Davis Cup debut two years ago against South 
Korea, was lucky enough to edge Kirtane out. 

Captain Jaideep Mukheijee then put the 
selection issue into perspective by saying, "It's 
the best available team that we've got. All the 
others can play doubles, but I will announce 
the duo only when the team is made. The 
emphasis is to build the team again, unless 
Ramesh makes himself available for future 
matches." 

One of the key drawbacks of this current 
Indian squad is the lack of sufficient firepower 
in the absence of big servers. It is an obvious 
advantage that the Americans have. Both 

ToM Martin it talanted and bn it alanparfntniing 
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Will things be the 
sameegain? 

Jaidei^ 
Mukherjea 
provided the 
answer by being 
candid enough to 
admit that be is 
giving thirties 
bypass and is 
concentrating on 
the playoffs in 
September. His 
current aim is to 
build for the future 


Patrick McEnroe will 
play daiiblas along wHb 
compMriot Ranaborg 



Courier and Todd Martin possess a big serve. 
The best strategy for the Indian captain, 
therefore, would have been to hire the 
services of an international pro who could 
come down and help the team smoothen out 
that deficiency. It is also essential that Paes,, 
who has been short on match practise lately, 
has a partner to help him fine-tune his game. 
But Mukherjea has decided to compromise on 
unnecessary overheads and decided to make 
do with what is available to him. "We have 
Ismail and Vasudev Reddy," he said. "They 
can serve standing well inside the line in order 
to get the desired effect." 
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T here will, however, be one man in this tie 
who will be feeling little or no pressure. 

That man is the 42-ycar-old Tom Gullikson, 
the captain of the U.S. Davis Cup squad. 

Gullikson's only coup as far as the Davis 
Cup is concerned, is not the fact that he has 
won or lost any ties, but the fact that he was 
lucky in getting the captaincy, when aspiring 
candidate (and the players' favouiite) .John 
McEnroe withdrew from the contest at the 
last minute, citing family obligations. But 
perhaps McEnroe was mindlul of the USTA's 
fear that he may prove to be too unmanageable, 
a captain. With no other contenders around, 
the j<»b was finally handed over to Gullikson, a 
player who has never taken a private lesson in 
his life but has made a career out of providing 
them. And, he has done so largely because 
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ZMshan All should in all probability be playing the 
second singles 

he's not only proved himself a competent 
coach but also a likeable one. 

Being captain of the U.S. Davis Cup team 
does have its disadvantages and Gullikson has 
no doubt found that out by now. Ii is an 
experience that even Tom Gonnan his 
predecessor had gone through. The primary 
headache of the Davis Cup captain has come 
through trying to assemble a squad that is 
going to play in a tie. Gorman failed to 




convince any of the 1992 championship 
squad to travel to Australia, a plight that 
producecj a loss. Gullikson has done his fair 
share of wheeling dealing and admits that, 
"Certainly all these guys are multimillionaires 
and superstars. They all have their own 
private agendas to follow. The key is to sit 
down with each player and talk very frankly 
about Davis Cup. I want to get a sense of how 
committed they really are." 

Gullikson did come across a player, 
namely Sampras who backed out from the 
trip but he could hardly be faulted considering 
the tie against India will in all probability be a 
no-contest. Jim Courier has agreed to (he has 
a Cup win loss record of 5-3), make the tour. 
Therefore, as far as guarantees are concerned, 
Gullikson has protege Todd Martin (see 
profile, page 24), Patrick McEnroe and Richey 





PREVIEW 



Rcnebcrg who will make up the doubles. 

Jim Courier is the ATP's answer to the 
'Terminator' though of late he's been having 
problems with his tightly-wound circuitry. 
These problems have trickled down to not just 
his game but to his mental framework as well. 
God forbid he treats the tie as a launching pad 
to a comeback and decides to let his racket do 
the talking. Chances are that his opponents 
will be on the receiving end of a very short and 
bruising speech. Even though grass is not one 
of Courier's favourite surfaces, let us stop to 
remind ourselves that lie was a Wimbledon 
finalist in 1993. Adaptability is one of the 
many hallmarks of Courier's game and he is 
not going to succumb to future distractions, 
NAFTA or otherwise. 

Todd Martin on the other hand is an 
example of the wealth of tennis talent that 
exists in America. And in many ways Martin 
docs project a squeaky-clean all-American 
image. Although as a pro he has been a bit of a 
late bloomer—spending time in college when 
Courier and Sampras hit the road—he is 
proving to be more than a handful on the i our. 

The only McEnroe still on tour and in the 
Davis Cup squad is Patrick, and he has been 
chosen for doubles duty. This is because the 
last couple of years have been less than 
encouraging for him as far as his talent as a 
singles player is concerned. Nevertheless, 


JaidMp MiikbwiM: making plant far Iba fuinra 

ranked 40 in the singles and 14 in the 
individual doubles rankings, Patrick McEnroi 
will make sure that the Davis Cup torch which 
burned so brightly when brother John carried 
it, will not burn out. 

Richey Rcneberg is one of the hardest triers: 
not just on the tour but in the Davis Cup squad 
as well. Used to coming second throughout 
his life, Reneberg's golden moment arrived 
when he won the doubles at the 1992 U.S. 
Open and reached the Wimbledon doubles 
final the same year. Ranked 38 in the singles 
and 30 in the individual doubles rankings, 
Reneberg has a well rounded, versatile game 
but he lacks a major weapon in his arsenal and 
this makes it difficult for him to topple the top 
singles players. I’eneberg has paid his dues as 
far as being a Davis Cup practise partner is 
concerned, thanks to an uncanny gift that 
enables him tti mimic the serves of 
competitors. 

Which brings us to look at ourselves as 
against a team which has won the Davis Cup a 
flattering 29 times. Can India really try and 
put it across the U.S.A.? ATTA president, R.K. 
Khanna, in his own inimitable way tries to 
reason out by saying that,"The world lives on 
hope." 

True, but then hope is only for the hopelessai 


44 

Gullikson'sonly 
coup as far as the 
Davis Cup is 
concerned is not 
the fact that he 
has won or lost 
any ties, but the 
fact that he was 
lucky in getting 
the captaincy, 
when aspiring 
candidate John 
McEnroe 
withdrew from 
the contest 
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CARTOONS ARTHUR CAflOOZO 



I What is peculiar in 
• Kapil's hat-trick in 
one-day cricket?. 

2 Who is the only 
• cricketer to get a 
hat-trick twice in one-day 
cricket?. 



Kapil Dev: hat-trick in two overs 


Olympics, Marc Rossct 
won the men's singles title 
in tennis. Whom did he 
beat in the final? 


3 Name the athlete 
• who has got the 
maximum number of gold 
medals in the modern 
Olympics? 


4 Misha, Sam, Hodori, 
* Gobi—These are the 
mascots of the last four 
Olympics. Of these, which 
one is unique? 


5 




In the 1992 
Barcelona 


6 Who was the first 
• Indian woman to 
get an Asiad gold? 

7 The modern 
• pentathlon 
includes which five events? 

8 Apart from Kapil 
• Dev, who is the 
only other bowler to have 
the distinction to get a 
wicket in the very first ball 
of a Test, twice? 


Len Hutton; given out for obstructing tho field 



Who is the first 
• Indian to score 
double hundreds in all 
three national 
championships (Duleep, 
Ranji and Irani Trophy 
cricket)? 


be given out obstructing 
the field? 

Who was the 
• Indian cricket 
captain when India won a 
Test for the first time? 
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Which left arm 
• bowler has 


taken the maximum 
number of Test wickets? 



Who was the 
first batsman to 


n Azharuddin 

• holds the record 
for the fastest century in 
one-day matches—in 62 
balls. Who has scored the 
second fastest century? 


ANSWERS 


1. He got the hat-trick in two ovets and not 
in a single over. (Kapil got Mahanama out 
in the last ball of one over. Then in the 

I next over, in the first two baDs,. he 

j dismissed Jayasuriya, and Rumesh Ratnayake 

This occurred in January 1991 during the 
Asia Cup finai at Calcutta). 

2. Wasim Akram. 

3. Raymond Ewey (USA -10 golds). 

4. Sam -1984 Los Angeles, was an eagle 
while all the others were animals. 

5. Jordi Aressi (Spain). 

I ^ 6 . KamaIjitSandhu (1970-event400metre 
flat race). 

7. Equestrian, fencing, swimming, shooting, 
cross country. 

8 . Geoff Arnold (England). | 

9. Praveen Amre. t 

10. Derek Underwood (England-297 | 

wickets). I 

11. Len Hutton. | 

12. VfjayHarare(vsEnglandin 1951-52). 1 

13. Basid Ali (Pakistan) in 67 balls, vs West ! 

Indies in Nov. 1993. 
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MANOJ. G (MBBS Student) 
ROOM NO. 77 
MEN'S HOSTEL I 
MEDICAL COLLLEGE 
TRIVANDRUM 
KERALA 695 Oil. 


AU readers are requested to send a passport size 
colour photograph of themselves along with their 
entries. The picture will be carried along with the 
quiz if selected. 
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PERSONAL ITY 


strious Shadow 


The heir to a charismatic tradition builds his own legend 
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BY ANDREW LONGMORE 


F or someone who has spent much of 
fiis career chasing an illustrious 
shadow, Richie Richardson, the 
captain of the West Indies cricket 
team, has proved very much his own man 
since stepping into the light. While Vivian 
Richards held sway in the Caribbean, 
Richardson could only be, as his name 
suggests, the son ol the master, second best. 
Not that the relationship between the two has 
always beeti amicable or straightforward. 

When the triumphant Leeward Islands 
team returned to Antigua as champions of the 
Caribbean for the first time in a decade four 
years ago, Richards was furious that his 
compatriot and protege, who had led the side 
for most of the matches in Richards' absence, 
should be interviewed first. The king was not 
going to be dethroned so fast, even by one of 
his closest subjects. 

Yet Richard.son did succeed Ins lelkiw 
Antiguan, though not without the ttaditional 
inter-island squabbling, and led his side in the 
first Test against England in .Jamaica last 
month in front of the crowd that booed fiim 
all the way to the wicket on his home debut as 
captain two years ago. Five victories, two of 
them, against South Africa and Australia, 
gained by the narrowest ol margins, four 
draws, one defeat later and after thrashing the 
touring Englishmen in the first Test, 
Richardson can feel truly free from the yoke of 
his predecessor. 

Having painfully but successfully exorcised 
the ghosts of the old guard and united a 
predominantly young side behind him, 
Richardson fias established an authority only 
catastrophic defeat by England over the next 
month could challenge. Above all, he now has 
a calypso named after him, which is the 
ultimate accolade in the Caribbean. 

At the age of 32, ten years after his 
international debut, Richardson is at the 
height of his powers, popular with his players, 
respected by hi> opponents, acknowledged by 
a notoriously fickle public to be a worthy 


inheritor of the great tradition of West Indian 
batsmanship. He has not compromised either, 
weathering the hostility of Barbadians, who 
wanted their own Desmond Haynes to be 
captain, and the Jamaicans, who blamed him 
for the failure to qualify for the final stages of 
the last World Cup. 

Richardson responds to both praise and 
criticism with the merest hint of a smile t.i’ is 
not given to extremes ol emotion, would tio 
more be found berating a journalist in the 
press box — as Richards did on one celebrated 
occasHin in Antigua four years ago—than he 
would be caught in the field without his 
broad-brimmed maroon sunhat or 
performing elaborate war dances at the fall of 
a wicket. 

At the age of 32, ten years 
after his international 
debut, Richardson is at the 
height of his powers, 
popular with his players, 
respected by his opponents, 
acknowledged by a 
notoriously fickle public to 
be a worthy inheritor of the 
great tradition of West 
Indian batsmanship 

ff 

The Australian cricket writers were so 
overwhelmed by Richardson’s unfailing 
cooperation and good humour during last 
winter's lour that they presented him with a 
special award. Ironic, then, that Richardson 
had symbtiliscd the unsmiling face of West 
Indian cricket earlier in his career. 

From his teenage years, sternness and 
discipline rather than outstanding natural 
talent marked Richardson out from the rest. 
He was always destined to captain his 
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country, but at lootbail not cricket. Football 
was the dominant sport in the tiny village of 
Five Islands where he was brought up by his 
mother, Elfrcda. Yet there was no cricket 
pitch, just a road, which divided the family's 
yellow bungalow from a broad expanse of 
grassland and which doubled as a pitch. The 
topography, wall on one side, wide-open 
space on the other, encouraged the cut and 
the hook, Richardson's trademark shots. 

Yet, until he became subject to the 
instinnive pressures of a cricket-daft island, 
Richardson concentrated on his football. He 
was a stong, athletic, determined midfield 
player, an early member of the Five Island side 
which went on to win the island 
championship five times in eight years.'He 
opened the bowling for Ottos Comprehensive 
School, but his skill as a batsman had not yet 
been advertised on the Antiguan grapevine. 

"1 was quite shocked when I saw him play 
cricket for the first time," Victor Michael, a 
local businessman and Richardson's mentor, 
said. "I knew him as a footballer. I'd never 
seen him hold a bat, but there he was, aged 
about 14, standing correaly, holding the bat 
right and looking g(X)d." 

From that moment, Richardson's sporting 
career was settled. In Antigua, football is a 
pastime, cricket is a necessity. Well-oiled 
wheels were set in motion. Richartfson was 
taken into the coaching programme run by 
Guy Yearwood a council officer, and toured 
England with the West Indkm schools side in 
1978. ''He was quiet, very determined, 
confident, but there was not a lot of bravado 
about him even then," Yearwood, who is now 
Antigua's vice-consul in Toronto, said. "He 
was a typical West Indian batsman, always 
looking for a challenge. Above all, he was 
coachable. On the whole, in Antigua, we 
don't like coaching, but he would listen and 
that was unusual." 


After following Richards to Somerset and 
playing for Neath in the Welsh League, he 
made his first-class debut in 1982 (bowled 
Garner 0) and played his first Test a year later 
against India, in Bombay. 

Then, suddenly, inexplicably, it became 
more difTicult. The technique loosely 
fashioned by softball cricket among the 
potholes in Five Islands was found to be 
flawed, particularly against spin and late 
swing. Richardson's feet were leaden and he 
did not have the phenomenal eye of Richards 
to counter the fault. 

When the West Indies toured England in 
1984, Richardson was dropped after the first 
one-day international and spent a forlorn 
summer on the balcony. 'Typically, 

Richardson worked at his game and to such 
effect that, ten years on, he has 15 Test 
centuries to his name and an average that 
hovers round 40, the benchmark of a great 
player. But he still has a score to settle with 
English conditions, which has been 
heightened by a mediocre first county season 
with Yorkshire last summer. 

He no longer has to emulate Richards. He is 
very different from Richards, but the 
comparisons would have buried weaker men. 
Richardson is gentler, less volatile, less prone 
to wear his heart on his sleeve, more likely to 
take out his anger on his guitar than his team, 
but ruthless enough when he has needed to be. 

He is accused of being weak, of being an 
Establishment lackey, but, despite the 
immense pressures from above and below, 
Richardson never turned back to the 
dissidents, Goidon Grecnidge, Jeffrey Dujon 
or Malcolm Marshall, during the traumatic 
early days of his captaincy. Critics say he is 
overrated as a batsman, makes his runs of fast 
flat wickets, not when it matters. 

He will never equal Richards as a batsman 
nor as a captain, but he can surpass him in 
other ways. He has retained the common 
touch and still lives in the family house in Five 
Islands, two doors down from Lorraine's 
hairdressing salon, 150 yards from the 
graveyard where his mother and father, who 
died when he was six, are buried. 

The only concession to his new status is a 
vast satellite dish in the garden and a smart car 
in the driveway. The whole village turned out 
to celebrate his appointment as captain in 
September 1991, with prayer-readings, 
bugles, tributes and a menu of suckling pig, 
curried goat and flying fish. Yet, as Richardson 
knows well, the West Indian people can 
stomach anything, except defeat by England.^ 
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is creating 
ripples in 
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today. His 
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T odd martin is not a philosophical 
man. Philosophical men are forever 
brooding about things. They are 
always mulling over the whys and 
wherefores, concocting case studies that 
attempt to make order out of chaos, so that 
they may cope. Martin does not brood. He 
may have a philosophy, but he does not 
brood. This is because he possesses one very 
important quality; he has equilibrium. 

On the face of it, Todd Martin is your 


average basic guy. At 24 and 6'6", the Illinois 
born Martin couldn't be anything but basic. 
You couldn't compare him to anybody or 


your goals high, but not so high that you can't 
reach it. And when you do, set new ones. 
These were basic rules and while playing 
tennis Todd Martin never let go of the basics. 
Like he knew early on in his career that if he 
was going to be one of the best in the world, he 
had to learn to attack and overcome his 
inclination to hug the baseline. 

But what comes as a surprise is the fact that 
Martin never started out wanting to be a 
tennis player. It were some other courts that 
brought out the competitive nature in Martin: 
the basketball ones. And on them, he 
dreamed of making the last second shot and 



Todd Martin...Player Biography 

Prize Money in 1994 (USD) 

: 313,404 

Prize Money Career (USD) 

: 1,239,567 

Best Career Rank 

: 8 31 January '94 

Current Rank 

: 9 

Doubles Rank 

: 67 

Matches this Year 

: Won 15 Lost 3 

Singles titles: 2, as follows: 1994 - 

(1) Memphis, 1993 - (1) Coral Springs. 

Doubles titles: 2, as follows; 1993 

- (2) Tampa (w/Rostagno), Indianapolis (w/S. Davis). 


1989 

1990 

1991 

1992 

1993 


1994 


Todd Martin: Year By Year Highlights 

Winner at New Haven Ch.; R-upatWbinetkaCh. 

- QF at Winnetka Ch. 

• R-up at Winnetka Ch. (1. to Blade); SF at Newport; QF at Brasilia; RD 16 at 
French Open. 

• SF at Indianapolis 

• R-up at Memphis (1 to Courier); SF at Charlotte, Queen's; QF at Tampa; 
Doubles R-up at Atlanta (w/Palmer); Doubles SF at Charlotte 
(w/Rostagno); Doubles QF at Memphis (w/Ro$tagno). 

- R-up at Aust. Open (1 to Sampras); SF at Sydney-outdoor. 


anything except that he kxiks a little bit like 
Ted Capwell of Santa Barbara. There are also 
times when Martin resembles, say, a farmer, 
which explains it, as Illinois—where Martin 
was bom—is primarily an agricultural state. 

Martin possesses the quality that most 
farmers have a basic rationale. They get it 
from the land, from the weather that makes 
the crops fat one year and brings famine in the 
next. From prices that fluauate 
unpredictably, from things beyond a man's 
control. Farmers don't complain about it, they 
just make do. 

Equilibrium. 

One precept that Martin lives by is this; set 


dreaded making the crucial error that would 
cost his side the game. In a sense, it was the 
conneaion between basketball and tennis 
that drew Martin to the tennis courts and on 
it, he gradually and impressively moved up 
the rankings from No. 269 in 1990, his first 
pro-season, to No. 13 in 1993. The next logical 
step was to crack the Top Ten barrier and 
Martin did juri that when he reached the final 
of the 1994 Australian Open. Today Martin 
has found his place in the sun with the top 
players in the world. 

Given his age and his height, Martin looks 
more like what he would have loved to have 
been: a rangy point guard in the NBA. But 
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Tcnn/smagazine's 'most improved 
newcomer' of 1993, traded shooting hoops 
fo^ tennis when he discovered at the age of 10, 
that "I had complete control of 80 square feet 
of earth. 1 didn't have that in basketball." 

Today Martin has travelled a long way since 
winning his first ATP Tour title when he 
defeated David Wheaton in the inaugural 
$225,000 American Red Clay championships. 
And during the brief life span that he has had 
while pursuing his favourite profession, 
Martin has taken control of the court to defeat 
the likes of Goran Ivanisevic <at Wimbledon, 
no less), Michael Chang, Stefan Edberg, 

Andre Agassi, Boris Becker and Ivan Lendl. 
His fellow pros today accord him with the 
respect that he had so long craved for. But 


Todd Martin: Progression 
Of Rankings 

Ranking 

Date 

Singles 

Doubles 

18 JAN.'93 

90 

280 

15 FEB.'93 

54 

224 

22 MAR.'93 

45 

223 

19 APR.'93 

39 

191 

24 MAY.'93 

32 

126 

21JUN.'93 

30 

99 

05JUL.'93 

24 

97 

02 AUG.'93 

14 

97 

13 SEP.'93 

18 

75 

11 OCT.'93 

16 

77 

1$ NOV.'93 

13 

83 

13 DEC.'93 

13 

83 

31 JAN.'94 

8 

75 

07 FEB.'94 

9 

75 

28 FEB.'94 

9 

67 


fame comes with a price tag and Martin still 
tries to fathom out why Courier and Sampras, 
who were his regular golf buddies, have cut 
down on their meetings with him. The logic is 
fairly simple: when pros are at par with each 
other, their rivalry irrespeaive of their 
friendshijr—increases. It is the unwritten rule 
that governs life on the Tour. 

Ironically, it is also the Tentr's way of 
announcing that Martin is walking tall with 
the rest of his rivals. This comparison has got 
to do as much with his size as with his 
performance. It is alst) a theory which Davis 
Cup captain Tom Gullikson (who has worked 
with Martin) endorses saying, "A guy his size 
has to dominate. He's not as nimble in the 
backcourt, so he's got to try and dictate the 


Martin pessnsM what mMt paople of hit aga do not 
hava: a baaic rationale 


•CnON PLI 
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One tiling Mtrtin does not do i> brood, tw it n cool 
cuttomor 

lempo as much as possible.” Gullikson's faith 
in Martin also manifests itself in the fact that 
he has picked^im as an important member of 
the Davis Cup team that will be in India, this 
month. 

Todd Martin plays his tennis just like the 
rest of the countless wannabes who choose . 
this profession for lame and fortune: big serve, 
big hitting, 

don't-beat-your-opponent-slay-him kind of 
attitude. &ut through his progression in the 
ATP rankings and the subsequent maturity 
that he has acquired with it, he made genuine 
attempts to accommodate a couple of effective 
game plans. His game today starts with the 
variety that he has added to his serve and this 
makes it difficult for his opponents to get into 
a rhythm on their returns. Most importantly. 


Todd Martin: Match Facts 

Number of Matches this Yr. 

Win loss 

On Indoor Courts. 

6 

1 

On Outdoor Courts. 

9 

2 

On Clay Courts. 

0 

0 

On Hard Courts. 

.... 14 

2 

On Carpet Courts. 

1 

1 

On Grass Courts. 

0 

0 

On Synthetic Turf. 

0 

0 


he has learnt to volley effectively, a tactic that 
is almost non-existent in today's brand of 
siambang players. And Martin volleys even 
on critical points. This not just speaks of his 
abilities, but it also illustrates his growth as a 
player. As Gullikson says, "You can't read a 
book to find out how to cover the net better, 
you have to be there.” 

Today Martin is at a critical point of his 
I career. This is because his ranking and his 
encouraging performances have ensured that 



he be taken seriously. Every single point that 
he wins and every shot that he plays under 
pressure will be dissected critically. What he 
says and how he speaks will come up for 
observation and it won't be because he 
studied linguistics at college. Gone is the time 
when he was stranded like a hitchhiker on the 
Tour Freeway, as talent after talent flashed 
past him or got bogged down. Martin has 
drawn out a precise map for his trek to success 
and by the looks of it, he's carrying all the right 
gear. 

Robin Chatterjee 
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VIEWPOINT 


Wanted: Genuine 


English 

Cricketers! 


O VER the past few years the laciory 
floor of English cricket has come 
in for a lot of severe criticism. The 
inefficiency of its work practices 


Andrew Caddick: bow 
much does he owe England 
a country be has come to 
reprosent? 


Frank Tyson 
sees the 
foreign 
infiltration as 
a major cause 
of England's 
recent cricket 
struggles 


has been blamed for the blowout in England's 
Test deficit of nine losses in 11 Tests and 11 
defeats in three series against Australia. But 
recently, English county cricket took a blow 
that really was below the belt. The Pommie 
nonproduction line was accused of 
undermining Australia’s domestic 
competition, the Sheffield Shieldl 

Dean Jones, the outspoken Victorian 
captain, attributed the lack of fitness of two of 
his key pace howlers, Damien Fleming and 
Josh Marquet, to the 'English sickness' 
formerly confined to trade unions. In the 
space of a fortnight, medium-pacer Fleming 
and Marquet, who is reputedly one of the 
fastest men around, both broke down with 
hamstring and back injuries. An article in the 
Melbourne newspaper in Ot tober 
reported: 

The injury worries are of concern to captain 
Dean Jones, who questioned the preparation 
of Fleming and Marquet. After fast Sunday’s 
game (a Mercantile Mutual Cup match lost to 
Queensland), Jones said the system that 
forced cricketers to spend their winters in 
England earning a living worked against 
domestic campaigns. Both Fleming and 
Marquet sftent the off-season in England (in 
league cricket) and missed Victoria’s rigorous 
fitness programme. 

Forced cricketers to spend their winters in 
England'. Forsooth! The wheel of 18th 
century penal transportation seems to have 
turned full circle. Australians are now being 
repatriated to the aicketing hulk of the Old 
Dart! In the 1950s and 1960s Aussie 
cricketers, using their return tickets from the 
days of the First Fleet, made their pilgrimage 
to cricket’s Mecca voluntarily—and enjoyed 
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the trip. Men like Colin McCool, Bruce 
Dooland, Cec Pepper, George Tribe, Vic 
Jackson, Jock Livingston, Ken Grieves, Jack 
Manning Fred Freer, Des Fitzmaurice, Sid 
Barnes and Jack Walsh earned themselves a 
comfortable living in league and county 
cricket—and adorned the game with their 
skills. 

But other times bring other customers, 
other viewpoints, and apparently more 
stressful demands on that migratory being ,the 
first-class cricketer. Dean Jones himself has 
spent his last two northern summers with 
Durham; upon his unexpected omission from 
the 1993 Australian tour of England he 
nursed the County Palatinate's 2nd XI. 

Undoubtedly, he has a shrewd appreciation 
of alleged shortcomings of the English scene. 
He is certainly correct in assuming that, in 
common with most pros in the northern 
leagues, Fleming and Marquet spent more 
time bowling than doing physical jerks. From 
my own experiece, I know that English league 
clubs believe that it is more beneficial for their 
pros to bowl in matches in Lancashire than to 
do push-ups in Melbourne. In the past, they 
have taken disciplinary action against paid 
overseas players who have abandoned them 


GniMia Hick: tha South 
African has boon matnrod 
and groomod and yat fatlon 
short of axpoctations 


English stalwarts 
such as Alec 
Bedser, have long | 
advocated the | 
exclusion of the 
foreign element j 
from the county 
scene. Gradually 
his view point has 
gained 

acceptance and 
the tCCB now 
limits every county 
XI to one overseas 
player 


before the end of the season on the pretext of 
attending training camps in their own 
countries. I would add that Jones's 
recrimination seems unwarranted when 
viewed in the light of the philosophy of the 
current Australian coach. Bobby Simpson; a 
man who once said that a player’s fitness is the 
responsibility of the individual. 

Jones' comment that Aussie cricketers 
should avoid spending the off-season in 
England evinces sympathetic noises among 
both English and Australian administrators. 
Influential opinions Down Under have Test 
men such as Greg Chappell, Allan Border and 
the Waughs from spending too long on the 
county circuit. ACB members believe that the 
six month, seven-day-a week grind of the 
English first-class game produces the 'burn - 
out' which makes it impossible for a player to 
produce and maintain Test performances 
commensurate with his ability. 

English opposition to the Aussie infiltration 
of its domestic cricket, however, has different 
rtxtts. It stems from antipathy to an overseas 
migration which has glutted the county game; 
an influx which has systematically whittled 
away at the opportunities given to 
home-grown players to grow in stature and 
become England material. 

True, the marketing managers of county 
clubs love the drawing power of foreign stars, 
but while such men swell gate takings in the 
short term, and, sadly in my view, sometimes 
become Test players by adoption in the long 
term, they do little for a national and 
dyed-in-the-wool England side. A biased 
viewpoint no doubt, but I make no apology 
for it. One should pick men for England 
whom one would like to have beside one in 
the trenches. 

English stalwarts such as the former 
England great, Alec Bedser, have long 
advocated the exclusion of the foreign 
element from the county scene. Gradually his 
view point has gained acceptance and the 
TCCB now limits every county 1st XI to one 
overseas player. If 'Big Al' gets his way, that 
restrirtion will become a total prohibition. 

His stance is understandable. He began his 
county career when there was no electronic 
media to promote the abilities of 
Commonwealth players, no jets to whisk 
them from one side of the world to the other 
in a few hours, and English first-class cricket 
was played mostly by Englishmen. Now, 
England is an open and easily accessible 
cricket market and is being used as a 


30 











commercial dumping ground for overseas 
talent. It is the only country in the world 
where first-class cricket is totally professional 
and there are many opportunities for 
transnational stars to win county contraas 
and earn a yearly income. Moreover, England 
is the only country which plays its cricket in 
the northern summer months of May to 
September: a time of the year which is the 
close season for almost every other 
cricket-playing nation. 

True, the professional invasion can be 
controlled by means of work permits and the 
stricture of one overseas player per county; 
but the amateurs are more numerous, less 
governable—and a big problem for English 
club cricket. 

What promotes a sense of injustice in many 
English minds is that the balance of trade in 
professional and amateur cricketers between 
England and other countries is inequitable. 


English cricket 
I had better wake 
up to the fact that 
charity starts at 
home, the money 
[which is currently 
being expended 
on matchwinning 
overseas pros 
would be far 
better spent on 
coaching, 
encouraging and 
producing local 
talent 


Martin McCagm; It Iha 
Aiittralian bom fast bowlar 
a erickatar or a marcanaiy? 



With a few exceptions, overseas authorities 
do not roll out the welcome mat for English 
players. Currently,there are no Pommie 
representatives in the Sheffield Shield, Red 
Stripe, Ranji, or Quaid-e-Azam competitions, 
although there are Australians, West Indians, 
Indians and Pakistanis in county teams. I 
would also doubt whether there are many 
English club players in West Indies, India or 
Pakistan, whereas there must be thousands of 
players from those countries scattered around 
the English leagues and associations. 

In the past, the Holy Grail of the Sheffield 
Shield has tempted some Australian States to 
seek Galahads from overseas. Queensland 
recniited Wes Hall, Viv Richards, and Ian 
Botham; South Australia called upon the 
skills of Gary Sobers, Lance Gibbs and Barry 
Richards; Western Australia tried Tony L(Kk 
and Colin Milbuni; lysw enrolled the services 
of Andy Roberts and Imran Khan; and 
Tasmania spent its money on Jack Simmons, 
David Hughes, Rodney Cass, John 
Hampshire, Richard Ellison, Rohan Kanhai 
and Michael Holding. 

I have nothing against foreign cricketers 
coming to England to play in the country 
which invented the game. Such an 
experience is the highlighi of many an 
individual's sporting life. Bui they must be 
excluded from the elite teams which are the 
stepping-stones to county and national 
seleaion and nol be allowed to intrude into 
the development teams designed to foster 
home-grown youngsters. 

English cricket had better wake up to the 
fact that charity starts at home. The money 
which is currently being expended on 
matchwinning overseas pros and pothunting 
would lie far better spent on cc^aching, 
encouraging and producing local talent. Paid 
professionals follow the money and, unless 
they work hard on coaching youngsters, 
usually leave the host club just as poor in 
ability as it was at the beginning of their term 
of office. Home-grown players are mostly 
loyal perennials. 

If English cricket invested more in itself, the 
future might produce a more abundant crop 
of Test players who were born in this country. 
It might also avoid a few arguments about the 
prerogative of English cricket to poach the 
talents of players like Graeme Hick, Robin 
Smith, Martin McCague and Andrew 
Caddick; players whose sixirting education 
owed little to a country which they finally 
came to represent.'* 


31 



S INDEX 


W o' r' i! 'b OF T B N N I 



IpER CENT of the total global 
JL tv revenue for tennis that 
now emanates from Germany: 
80. 


N umber of photographers 
who met Kimiko Date when 
Ihe returned to Japan after 
reaching the 1993 U. S. Open 
quarterfinals: 200. 


F avorite athletes of 
Ukraine's Oksana Balul, the 
youngest world figure skating 
champion in 66 years: Moni^ 
Seles and Steffi Graf. 

A MOUNT of guarantee 
x\.moneyihat Pete Sampras 
reportedly received for 
"appearing" at the 1994 Qatar 
Ojjien where he lost in the fim 












round in both singles and 
doubles; $500,000. 


H OW Dennis Ralston, who 
coached Gabriela Sabatini 
for six months in 1)993, described 
her; as “one of the unhappiest 
people I've ever met." 

N ame of single that Barbara 
Felt us, Boris Becker's wife, 
recorded in 1993: “You Make 
Me Feel Good." 


W HAT 93-year-old 

Arizonan Jeff Glover, who 
plays tennis wearing a bicycle 
helmet, calls his daily game of 
doubles; 'T.O. S. S." (Too Old for 
Sex and Singles). 


N umber of the 16 men's and 
women's quarterfinalists at 
the 1969 Australian Open who 

were Australians: 11. 


N umber of the 16 men's 
and women's 

quarterfinalists at the 1994 
Australian Open who were 
Australians; O. 

N umber of occasions that 
the top players on the 
women's tour failed to appear at 
designated tournaments in 
1993; 32 


N umber of towels for the 
players that were declared 
“missing" by the end of the 1993 
Australian Open; 1,683. 


T he best coaching tip of 1992, 
according to coach and 
author Oscar Wegner; When 
John McEnroe told Andre Agassi 
before he won the Wimbledon 
title, "On grass, no backswing." 


H OW noted tennis coach Nick 
Bollettieri once de.scribed 
himself; As “the game's 
Michelangelo." 


A verage height of the six 
fastest servers on the 1993 
IBM/ATP Tour: 6’4 2/3" 



W HAT Tracy Austin said 
she'll be remembered 
most for in tennis: “Probably my 
pigtails." 


IIw *94 teM Maia Trwr toMiii 

raaliaa tlia a*rMea w waaaM'a taaait 


O NE of the first things that 
noted coadi Rick Macci 
often asks talented young 
prospeas; “How tal) ai« your 
parents?" 


P LAYER that Ion Tiriac 
predias “will be a tennis 
superstar for the next 10 years": 
Andrei Medvedev. 


T he closest that Ivan Lendl has 
ever come to a golf 
hole-in-one: 3 inches. 


W HERE the stabbing of 
Monica Seles ranked in 
the 1993 ballotting for 
Associated Press Sport's Story of 
the Year: No. 2. 

S UBJECT of book that Hie 
Nastase is currently writing: 
Tennis legends of yesteryears 
who are now in their 80s and 90s. 


A verage number of tennis 
rackets that Andre Agassi 
reckons he smashed in anger* a 
year as a teenager: 40. 

M essage on baseball cap 
that Belarusan Natalia 
Zvereva wears: A hammer and 
sickle is emblazoned on one side 
and the dates 1917-1991 on the 
other. 


C ASE of Capitol waste 
detailed m Martin Gross’ 
book. The Covernment Racket, 
Washington Waste from A to Z: 
The more than $100,000 spent 
to study the cause of rudeness on 
tennis courts. 


T he most important thing to 
do in doubles, according to 
Marty Riessen, who captured 60 
Open Era doubles titles; “Play 
the percentages." 

COMPILEDBY PAUL FEIN 


BOOK EXTRACT 


WHAM, BAM, 

Women's soccer on the Calcutta Maidan can be hilarious, crazy, 
violent and even blood-thirsty. This is an extract from 'HEM AND 
FOOTBALL'. The story is told through the eyes of the 16-year-old 

protagonist, Hemprova Ghosh-Dastidar 








THANK YOU 



BY NALINAKSHA BHATTACHARYA 

I N ) 97S ihe Bengal Women's Assoeiatiun 
had advertised in the newspapers for 
tool ball-minded girls. Fifiy responded. 
After the trials sixteen were chosen for 
tlie first Bengal Women's Ftwtball Team 
which won the National Championship 
trophy that year at Lucknrrw under the 
captaincy of Neeli Ghosh. .Since then Bengal 
girls had won the coveted trophy eight times 
out of nine. In 1976 the national team, drawn 
mostly from Bengal, defeated the visiting 
Swedish team in all the ten matches and in 
1980 the Fngland team in nine matches out of 
ten. 

We learnt this glorious history ol women's 
football from Mrs Bhowniik, our coach, who 
was also the wife of Mohan Bagan's (amous 
stopper Stishil Bhowniik She was one of 
those few girls who had started playing 
football in Ballygunj Triangular Park long 
before 1975, defying her parents' strictures 
and ignoring the dirty remarks of the locals 
who came to the park to ogle their bare legs. A 
veteran player of the national team, Mrs 
Bhowniik came to coach us three times a 
week and, after an hour's rigorous practice, 
chatted for a while about her past experiences 
of the game. 

'Why did you choose football and not 
basketball, hockey or ping-pong?' Mrs 
Bhowrnik had posed this vital question on the 
very first day. Most of us said we liked it 
because it was thrilling and also the most 
popular game in Bengal. 

'Let me warn you righfat the beginning,' 
said Mrs Bhowmik, 'if you want to make a 
career out of your game, you are in the wrong 
track. Volleyball or hiKkey would be your best 
bet. Remember, even Shanti Mallik had to 
play hockc'y to get a job though she won her 
Arjtina Award as a footballer. Isn't that 
humiliating? In other states women 
footballers are getting recognition and jobs, 
but here in Bengal all you get for bringing in 
those shining trophies year after year is a 
cheap garland of marigolds and a pat on the 
back from a minor official at the railway 
station when you get down from your 
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to make a 
career out of 
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We learnt 
the glorious 
history of 
women's 
football 
from Mrs. 
Bhowmik, 
our coach, 
who was 
also the wife 
of Mohun 
Bagan's 
famous 


stopper, 

Sushil 

Bhowmick 


crowded second class compartment, and il 
you are lucky enough, a four-line report on 
the back page of a Bengali daily with your 
name invariably misspell." 

The question tliat naturally bothered many 
of us was why should we take i he game so 
seriously when there was nothing but 
darkness awaiting us at the end of the tunnel? 
The answer came from Mrs Bhowmik 
withmit asking: You play football out ol sheer 
love for the game and its thrills.' 

'And for tfie clapping, cheering spectators 
in the stands,' joined in Tama. 

'Right, li you ignore those few occasions 
when you get brickbats That's something 
which money can't buy.' 

Notwithstanding our sensational victory 
lor football and the appointment ol Mrs 
Bhowmik as our toach the response to enrol 
for trials had been lukewarm. Most of the 
willing girls backed out because their parents 
believed that football was a rough game 
which would deprive their girls ol their 
feminity and make them unsuitable in the 
matrimonial market. My mother also 
subscribed to this theory, but when I threw a 



tantrum and my sisters joined me to nag her 
night and day she relented with a strange 
rider; 'Have your way if you must. But 
remember, the day you flower into 
womanhood. I'll burn your football knickers.' 

Thanks to Mrs Bhowiuik'sextelleni 
coaching and our absolute devotion to the 
game, we won the runners-up trophy in the 
Abba Ghosh Memorial Cu() in my final year at 
Champaboti. We believed we could have ■ 
defeated Chet la Girls' School m the finals il 
they had not injured two of our best forwards 
in the second hall. When the school 
authorities wanted us to play a charity match 
to raise hinds lor the gymnasium, it was only 
natural that we chose (’beila as our 
opponents, m older to avenge our deleat. Our 
president and the board members were 
invited to grace the occasion, so we prat used 
very hard, skipping our classes to [lut up a 
good show. 

'One thing 1 must remind you,' said Mis 
Bhowmik on the day before the match 'In a 
charily match, showing youi skills m 
dribbling, shooting and the lest is as 
important as gelling goals. With so many VIPs 
coming to watch the game, you should play to 
the gallery as lar as ptissible.' Mrs Bhowmik 
also cautioned us about I.aw I l.theofiside 
rule, and read out an article 'Be awaie ol eight 
fouls!' from tfie latest issue ol Khela, a Bengali 
sports maga/.ine in whit h her husband often 
published articles. 

The iiiiK h awaited charity matt h was 
played on Mohun Bagan Club's ground and 
drew a good crowd as a result of our 
well-organised campaign to sell tickets in the 
schools t)f south Calcutta. Apart Iroin 
arranging the use of the ground, Mrs 
Bhtiwmik also roped m her husband to be our 
chiel guest and a photographer Irom Khela lo 
cover the match. Unfortunately, none of the 
VIPs turned up and just before the inaugural 
ceremttny there was a little panic when a chit 
arrived from the appointed referee informing 
us that due iti a sudden attack of viral fever he 
was not in a position to take the field. Mr 
Bhowmik graciously volunteered to act as 
referee but Mrs Dasgupia vehemently 
objected to the idea ol a chiel guest t tinning 
around the held in shorts immediately after 
his speech. Mr Bhowmik however .seemed 
very keen to dti the refereeing and said that he 
had missed his morning work-out. so it would 
be fine for him to exercise himsell a bit. 

As the chief guest Mr Bhowmik made a very 
briel and unconventional speech. He 
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addressed thegatlieringand paused, not for 
words but to inhale the fresh air deeply. Then 
ne looked at the sky, smiled and said, 'Pleasant 
weather.' The crowd greeted his observation 
with a thunderous dapping. He waved at the 
crowd and said, 'Jolly crowd.' Tite crowd 
whistled. Mr Bhowmik then pointed his 
finger at the ground and observed, 'Ideal 
football ground: level, free of holes, turled and 
well-marked,' The crowd hooted. 'Thank 
you'. 

Mr Bhowmik bowed to the crowd and then 
fished out a penny whistle he had borrowed 
from a child and blew it thrice. 'Get ready for 
kick-off, girls!' he shouted and then, stripping 
himself to his shorts and club blazer, he took 
the field, drawing a mixed bag of clappings 
and catcalls from the spectators. Mrs 
Bhowmik later told us that she was not at all 
happy with her husband's gappy little speech 
lor it lacked body and sense. The five-minute 
speech he had given the previous year at the 
dinner jiarty thrown by the Prime Minister of 
Mauritius after India's three-goal win over 
the local team was his best. He had even 
quoted from Tagore and Wordsworth on that 
occasion. 

•Amidst cheers and woll-whistics we 
galloped to the field in single file doing some 
eye catching warming up exercises such as 
knee bending, leaping high in the air, vaulting 
and the like which Mrs Bhowmik called 'Iree 
exjrression'. Mr Bhowmik produced a 
handful of coins from the his pocket—a 
Nepalese rupee, a Bangladeshi taka, an 
Indonesian rupiah, a Vietnamese dong, a Thai 
bhat and a Taiwanese dollar—for the toss. It 
seemed he was in the habit of carrying these 
foreign coins in his pocket and jingling them 
to remind him constantly of his achievements 
abroad. He stretched his palm before us and 
asked. 'Well, girls, choose the loss coin.' 

'Dollar!' cried the Chetia captain. 

Dong!' cried Tama. 

'Then let's decide the toss coin with a toss,' 
suggested Mr Bhowmik and tossed a 
Bangladeshi taka. Dollar won. So he tossed 
the dollar and again Chetia won. Mr 
Bhowmik blew his whistle lor kick-off. 

We started in style, displaying our skills in 
trapping, dribbling and neat back passes. But 
the Chetia girls didn't care much for style and 
charged straight at us in an aggressive 
manner. Mr Bhowmik seemed more 
interested in getting his quota of exercise than 
conducting the game. We found him doing a 
few quick push-ups near the sideline while 



we were being roughed up in the midfield by 
our opponents. 

From the very lieginning, Chetia made it 
quite clear that they were determined to keep 
their supremac 7 achieved in the Abha Ghosh 
Memorial Cup at any cost. The trouble started 
when their half-baclc pulled Tama's braid as 
the latter jumped in the air to head a corner 
kick into the net. Tama retaliated by slapping 
the offending girl. The half-back, a broad 
hefty girl, returned the a.ssauit with a 
well-aimed punch at Tama's belly. 

'Foul! Foul!' we shrieked and rushed to our 
captain's rescue. Drawn by our frantic 
appeals, Mr Bhowmik blew his whistle 
shar|>ly to stop the game and searched his 
pocket for the yellow card; unable to find it, he 
produced his green motorbike licence. 

'Warning!' he shouted. 'Consider this a 
yellow card and no less.' 

Mrs Bhownulc came running, hitching her 
sari right up to her knees. 'Stop! Stop the 
game,' she shouted. 'I won't allow this match 
to continue with so much ill-feeling between 
the teams.' She glowered at her husband and 
bawled. 'Quit the field if you can't conduct the 
game properly.' 

'Off!' ordered Mr Bhowmik and blew his 
whistle sharply. 'Dtm't teach me refereeing. A 
little roughness never does any harm; rather it 
helps the teams to sharpen their aggressive 
instincts and thus improve the game. Now 
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flirts. j>i'l ready. Penalty kick to Chainpahoti.' 
But Mrs Bhowmik wouldn't quit the field till 
the offending girl had apologised tt) Tama. A 
small but intimidating woman came running 
frtnn the opposite camp, shouting, 'The girl 
who slapped Daniba must apologise first.' 

'Off!' shouted Mr Bhowmik. 'Spectators are 
not required on the field for consultation.' 

'I am not a spectator, I am their coach,' 
declared the woman haughtily. "And stop yoiu 
hulfcMinery on the field. You haven't even got 
a proper card tti hold up.' 

After an acrimonious debate as to who 
should apologise first Mr Bhowmik resolved 
the crisis by a toss with a Thai bhat and, as 
ill-luck would have it, Tarna got the tail 
However, we avenged our humiliation at the 
penalty kick. Purnitna our top shooter, 
jauntily took two steps, dipped her shoulder 
to send Chetla's goalie the wrong way and 
blasted the ball into the other corner of the net. 

f-or the next fifteen minutes there weie no 
more fouls and we kept up a sustained 
pressure on Chetla without allowing them 
any scope to build up moves. Occasionally 
their midfielders resorted to breakaway raids 
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individuaJly or in tandem, posing a threat to 
out goal, but we put up a strong learguard 
action U> foil their attacks. Just before the 
lemon break, a cleverly driven free kick by 
their inside-right from some twenty-five 
yards slipped past the defence and had almost 
defeated our goalkeeper Khlist but somehow 
she managed to tip it over the bar to the 
tremendous applause of the crowd. 

'Keep it up, girls.' said Mrs Bhowmik as she 
distributed the lemons. 'I am sure yoti are 
going to win. But don't let them provoke you 
under any circumstances. If the referee 
doesn't call out the fouls, leave the field.' 


Mr Bhowmik came up behind her just at 
that moment and tapped on her shoulder. 
‘Where are my after-exercise sprouting 
beans? I couldn't find them in the dicky.' Mrs 
Bhowmik whipped around and snarled, 'You! 
You are responsible for all this violence. 1 
would never have brought you here if I'd 
thought you would turn the game into a farce 
like this.' She opened her bag and brought out 
a small tiffin box neatly wrapped m a 
polythene bag with a rubber band. 'Ciobble 
this horse food and tlo some refereeing, f-or 
tJod's sake don't humiliate me like this before 
my team.' Mrs Bhowmik was on the verge of 
tears. 

'I'll do my best m the second hall,' Mr 
Bhowmik assured her. 'I just got a bh carried 
away because this is the ground where I have 
been doing my exercise lor the last ten years.' 

Just befoie we took the field, I noticed Tama 
slipping something on her finger (lopa 
whispered in my ear that Tama expectr-d 
trouble in the second half and had armed 
herself with a spiked ring. 

'rama was proved right After live mirnites 
of play. Biju ilropped back fiom the forward 
line to report that Dainba had also armed 
hersell with a spiked ring and others too had 
things in their pockets. 

'Nothing to worry about,' Tama reassured 
us. 'If they attack, we'll retaliate We are not 
unarmed.' She showed us her ring and called 
me up from my half-hack position tojoin her 
in the attack. 

We flared out in 4-2-4 formation, avoiding 
tackles as far as possible, hut as we were aboui 
to break Chetla's delence line, they suddenly 
came at us Irom all sides. A girl jabbed her 
elbow hard into my libcage. I shrieked and 
plummeted to the ground. When I opened my 
eyes a minute later 1 found that a pitched 
battle had broken tint between the teams, 
and, in the true Calcutta tradition, the 
vociferous section of the spectators were 
jumping over the barricades to join the fray 
brandishing umbrellas and belts. Even the 
children had abandoned their balloons and 
lollipops and were chucking stones without 
caiing whom they hit. Armed with short 
chains, the Chetla girls were mercilessly 
beating up our players all around. Only Tama 
with her spiked ring was able to hit back, the 
rest were merely screaming and flailing their 
arms and dropping to the ground with 
bleeding noses and mouths. Mr Bhowmik 
was frantically blowing his whistle but no one 
heeded him My blood boiled at my team's 
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humiliaiion; I sprang up and sprinted to help 
my comrades, stopping on the way to dodge a 
chain swung at my head. 1 delivered a good 
instep kick on my attacker's behind and as she 
fell to the ground with a scream, I snatched 
her chain. 

'Grab their chains and hit back!' 1 yelled and 
ran towards midfield where a few of our 
players were still locked in a vicious 
hand-to-hand battle. On my way I was glad to 
see Mr Bhowmik receiving couple of 
full-blooded blows on his face while trying to 
separate two girls and staggering back with a 
groan. Fortunately, Mrs Bhowmik had 
arrived just at that moment with her lirst-aid 
box screaming, 'Help! Police!' and received 
her husband on her bosom v/ith a bleeding 
nose. 

'Just a second. Miss,' 1 heard a voice on my 
right and t timed It was the dwarfish 
photographei from Khcla who had been 
tirancing around, taking snaps of the fighting 
from various angles. 

'.Strike a pose. Miss,' he pleaded. 

Maro!' I shouted. 'Pulveri/e the goons.' 

And I swung the chain high in pre-attack 
stance for the benefit of the photographer. 

The next moment I screamed as someone 
came running from my left and whipped a 
chain right across my face. I staggered, lelt the 
blood spurting from my lips and collapsed. 

I came round to a strong smell o! tincture ol 
iodine and Dettol and saw Gopa groaning on 
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my right with a blood-encrusted nose stuffed 
with cotton w<k)1. On my left Mr Bhowmik, 
with a small bandage on his nose, was busy 
cleaning a nasty cut on Shukla's arm with a 
swab ol cotton wool. A few parents were 
hanging around making anxious queries that 
no one bothered to answer. 1 was glad that my 
parents never took any interest in my play or 
Mother would have created a scene. About a 
hundred yards away, in the enemy's camp, 
the last of the injured was receiving first aid. I 
fell sad when I heard someone saying that 
only live ol the Chetia team had received 
minor injuries whereas nine of us needed 
bandages and out of them three, including 
Tama, had already been taken to hospital by 
•their parents for their wounds to lie stitched 
up as the bleeding couldn't be slopped I 
wanted to express my disappointment o 
Shiikla but found that my lips had been 
clumsily sealed by three band-aids. This must 
be Mr Bhowmik's handiwork foi Mrs 
Bhowmik had always been meticulous about 
dressings. I remembered the neat pad she had 
prepared for me when I had messed upon the 
field. 

'Ghee-chee-chee!' cried Mrs Dasgupta as 
she pared up and down agitatedly with Mrs 
Boral who shook her head and chimed in, 
'Shame-shame-shame! Fighting like street 
dogs.' 

'The blackest day of my ihirly years' 
leaching career, Mrs Boral,' moaned Mrs 
Dasgupta 

But they attacked us first. Miss,' protested a 
feeble Biju, raising her bandaged hand. 

That's no excuse for you to behave like a 
pack of street goondas.' snapped Mrs Boral. 
Didn't I caution you. Madam, that football 
would bring disgrace to our school? 

'Ol course you did, Mrs Boral. And 1 assure 
you, football will be banned forever at 
Champaboti Thank God we were able to stop 
them before they murdered each other.' 

But that toadlike reporter is going to make 
a cover story out of it in the next issue of 
Khcla and damage Champaboti's reputation,' 

Mr Bhowmik will take care of that,' 
snapped Mrs Bhowmik. 

A drop of blood oo/ed out ol my bandaged 
lips with a searing pain and trickled down my 
chin. I was frightened and tried to call Mrs 
Bhowmik but no sound came out from my 
sealed lips. I reached out for Gopa's arm, gave 
it a tug and as she turned, showed her my 
blood. Mrs Bhowmik!' cried Gopa. 'Rush 
Hem to hospital. She is still bleeding.' ■ 

'Ham and Football' has been published by Seeker and 
Warburg, Price C2.99. Reprinted by permission of the 
publishers. Distrib uted in Iniji^ bv It^rjis R p^^k 
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1 Didn't Have To Play Bagga..." 

....says the men's singles champion DeepankarBhattacharya 
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'm-'^EEPA NKAR BHA TTA CHA R YA, 

■ Uwho was the only player to teprescnt 
India at the Barcelona Games, is now 
the national badminton champion. Although 
Bhaitacharya became more confident and 
hopelul, he still found It difficult to forget the 
unceremonious defeat in the pre-quarters 
during the last nationals. Since then, he was in 
search of trying to redeem his lost prestige. 
Prior to the MationarGames at Pune, the 
25-year-old player had a month-long training 
stint under the tutelage of badminton maestro 
Prakash Padukone at Bangalore. There he 
tuned up his net play which bad all this while 
let him down miserably. Looking more 
confident and with an insatiable hunger for 
success writ large in his eyes. Bhattacharya 
became the singles champion at Lin know 
recently. Prakash Padukone had this to say 
about him. "He trained with me for about a 
month belore the National Games and ivt* 
worked mostly on his net game ." A her 
DeepankarBhattacharya ruthlessly 
demolished Lucknow's local hero Sushani 
.5axena in the final in straight sets, he spoke to 
Sanjay Sharma. The following are the 
excerpts- 

You have now fulfilled your desire to 
win the senior nationals after six years of 
struggle. What went wrong all this while? 

Well, I am overjoyed as ii was my dream of 
becomiiigHhe first player from Assam to win 
the coveted title It has been really hard for me 
for the last three years specially as 1 knew 1 
could win but then 1 think I was not mature 
enough. 1 used to make awful mistakes 
without understanding why. 

1 also had stime problems against my 
opponents like Bhushan Akut who used to 
put me on the defence whenever we played 
against each other. My net play was also 
below par. 

This time, I played Akut on the net in the 
inter-state before the Open Nationals and this 
gave me a lot ol confidence. I won't hesitate to 
say that now 1 have matured as a player. 

Did you ever think winning the 
nationals would be that easy? I mean you 
conceded only one game on the way to 


victory. 

Well, 1 did not think it would be that 
smooth. But 1 think that the overall standard 
was high specially ol the )imior players. In that 
sense, I was lucky that I didn't have to play 
Rajeev Bagga and Rraveen Kumar Bagga lost 
to Saxena and so did Praveen. This made 
things easy for me. The iimior players like 
Shyain Gupta, Wijetilak and.Jai Singh did 
very well. I did not have any [irohlems against 
Susham Saxena as 1 had beaten him at the 
National Games, rwascoiilideni of winning 

Now that the nationals are over, what 
are you going to concentrate on? 

I would like to really dominate the Indian 
ciicuit for the next year or so And more 
importantly, 1 would like to break into the top 
ten in the wot Id. 1 also have to be more mature 
in my thinking on the court For example the 
matches 1 jilayed m Singapore, I should have 
defeated 1 in Wei Ghen of Taiwan. I lost in 
three close games. I did well enough to extend 
Park Sung Woo of Korea. Both games weie so 
close and yet so far I mean there is not much 
difference between the players in the 10-1S 
category and me, therefore 1 just have to work 
that muc h harder. 1 have to work more on my 
net game also. I think that I will make it. I also 
have to concentrate on my studies. 1 want to 
complete my Masters. 

How much has Prakash Padukone 
helped you in your game? 

A great deal. You can imagine his knowledge 
ol the game. I had gone to him before the 
National Games, and I want to visit him again. 
He has really giveti me lot of confidence in 
playing at the net. 1 trained with him for about 
a month and he helped me to strengthen my 
weak jioints. He is really a magician. 1 hope he 
becomes the national coach. He can do 
wonders lor Indian badminton. 

You have seen so much of international 
badminton. What do you think the 
government should do to help? 

We should give more exposure to our players. 

1 do not want to say anything else. We should 
have a loreign coach. The Chinese coach Xio 
Ming was good. It's sad that he has left. ■ 
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'Today's Players Get 
Contented Too Early." 

...says three-times national ladies champion Manjusha Pawangadkar 
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M anjusha pa wangadkar now 

wins to he in j sphere of her own 
in Imlian badminton. She has not 
lost a match m the last t wo years and came 
to tile recent Lucknow Senior Nationals as 
champion of I and 1992 and was deter¬ 
mined to make .sure that she won it the third 
time as well. Her superiority in the singles sec¬ 
tion is nncornparable and this was manifested 
in real measures in the semifinals where .she 
defeated Knshna Hazarika of Assam 
11-2/11-Oin just I4minutes. The semifinal 
stage is logically supposed to field the very best 
ot players. But so much is Manjusha head 
and shoulders above the rest that she brooks 
no opposttion. The only time that she looked 
uncomfortable was for some timem the final 
where the veteran star Scema Bhandari was 
desperate to make it fourth time lucky after 
losing in three consecutive finals. 

(Inly 22, she has t<iken over where Ami Ghia 
Shah and Madhinnita Bisht had left. This ami¬ 
able Pune-based youngster who claims that 
disco dancing is what keeps herinarim for bad¬ 
minton. has now become an icon m the game 
as far as the context of domestic badminton is 
concerned. 

Impish, with a dazzling smile which 
lightens up her face like a 1000 watt bulb, 
Manjusha is now assured ol her place in the 
sporting histoi y of India. She spoke in her ini¬ 
mical way in a chat with Sportsworld at 
Lucknow about her game, her future and the 
state of ladies badminton. 

Excerpts:- 

Can you compare yourself now with Ami 
and Madhumita, now that you have won 
your 3rd national title? 

No, no. How Clin you say that? They were the 
giants whom l .ini trying to emulate. Both 
Ami and Madhii were simply too good. I don’t 
think I am near to their control of the game 
yet. It will take a couple of more years. But 1 
will not like to be compared t .) them, 1 would 
like to Itave my own ideniiiy. 1 may or may 
not become more successful than them; but I 


would like to be remembered as Manjusha 
Pawangadkar.a good player. 

But surely you will like to break their 
records? 

As they all say records are meant to be 
broken'. I am conscious of Madhumita's 
record but 1 am not playing to break thai 
record. I do not see myself doing it. Biu I 
certainly see myself iryingto dominate the 
game in the country as much as I can. 1 am i cal- 
ly enjoying myself and I intend to do so in the 
future. 

As compared to the time of Ami and 
Madhumita don't you think that the 
standard of Indian ladies has dropped 
considerably? 

Yes I agree with you totally. In those years it 
was difficult to get into the second round. 
Apart from the two you mention there were 
players like Deepti Thanekar, Hufrish Nari¬ 
man, Ameeta Kulkarni, and so many others, 
h was diffiatlt to get past one match. Today 
you can go up to the semis without any pro- 
blenis. 1 think that the players of today get con¬ 
tented ttx) early. They give up too easily. But I 
can also see that the standards are going to 
become high soon again. 

On what do you base this assumption? 

There are a few very good teenage players 
around right now who are going to be very 
good. Aparna Popat has already proved her¬ 
self in the senior ranks. Larissa Sadarangani is 
another one. Gloria X avier, Nirmala Kotnis, 
Manju Abraham are all very good. Give them 
a couple of years and you will see. 

Who do you fear as far as singie5.ts 
concerned? 

My closest rival has been Seema Bhandari. I 
have now defeated Seema in three national 
finals and this was the toughest. Seema never 
gives up, a real trier. I am comfortable playing 
her but can never take her lightly. 

Interviewed by Saniay Sharma 
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Bordw took ovtr the 
Auftrolian side when 
morale was at te 
lowest end nurtured 
Ihs team to it’s 
present state 
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T HERE'LL be a new bloke 
starting work at the 
Australian Cricket Board 
in the near future. His official 
designation will be 'Management 
Officer' to the Board and if it sounds 
like the new employee will be 
pushing pieces around 

in his administrative capacity, let it be known 
that he has actually played a bit of cricket in 
his time. The reason he hasn't taken up office 
yet? Well you see, it's this way: Allan Border, 
the man in question, is fairly busy leading the 
Australian Test side in South Africa. 

Border, who is now 38-years-old and the first 
man in history to score more than 11,000 runs 
in Test cricket (and who has taken rtore Test 
catches than anyone else) has indicated he 
will start with the ACB after he retires from 
the game. And when will that be? We don't 
know yet, but he said in January this year that 
"talk of retirement can wait until after the 
South African series." 

This (Australian) summer there was plenty 
of debate in the media about whether or not 
the man should actually quit as captain. There 
was plenty of suppiut for the theory that he 
should be replaced, yet the saner heads in the 
press boxes around the country were the ones 
who argued that Border should stay until the 
end of the South African tour. First, they 
pointed out. Border bad done nothing wrong 
as captain or as a batsman to warrant being 
replaced. And second, it was not clear to 
anyone who was going to replace Border as 
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captain of 
Australia. 

Mark Taylor? 

His record in 
Test cricket is 
wonderful, but 
he has never 
had a permanent 

place in the national one-day side. Ian Healy? 
His ability is no longer in question, bur he has 
had a controversial past. David Boon? 

Another gritty competitor who has a great 
record against every nation in the world, but 
he is 33 and would not be a long-term leader. 
Steve Waugh? He was talked of in 1989 as a 
'Future captain,' but he lost his place in the 
side and even though he has since reclaimed 
it, he might have lost his grip on the biggest job 
in Australian cricket. Dean Jones? He would 
have been a fair contender except for the fact 
that he has only Just regained his place in the 
touring party. 

Viewing the problem dispassionately, Taylor 
is vice-captain to Border. But does this mean 
he will get the job? Certaitily he has been a 
g(K)d leader of his state. New South Wales. 

The general view is that Taylor is the Board's 
chosen successor and if that be the case, it will 
certainly smoothen the transition when 
Border goes. 

Y OU don't need to be blessed with a 
spectacular memory to remember that 
Border has had the job for 10 years, when Kim 
Hughes quit In tears. Hughes reckoned he was 



SPOTLIGHT 



Allan's dafinitaly 
gone past the 
‘too-eariytime'lto 
quit). Now he's put 
himsaK in a position 
where he could he 
‘too late' and nuybe 
forfehadtha right to 
choose his time" 



practically forced 
out of the job by 
backroom politics. 

Border wasn't sure 
that he wanted it 
either. It was not 
a gtMxi time for 
Australian cricket, 
but Border took 
the job anyway 
and would be 
the first one to admit that the first 
couple of seasons were the hardest. In 1986, 
in New Zealand, he threatened to quit unless 
the team got its act together, but it would be 
the only time that he questioned the job in 
public. 

In an interview with the 'Weekend 
Herald-Sun' earlier this year. Border spoke 
frankly of that period. "Perhaps 1 didn't really 
intend to resign. Looking back, I think it was 
all about frustration. 

"I put my heart and soul into everything 
and we just weren't getting anywhere, we 
couldn't just go on getting beaten. I really felt 
there were some players who didn't have the 
burning desire I had to wear the baggy green, 
so 1 made the threat a call for greater effort, 
really. It was silly, I probably should have sat 
the team down and given them both barrel 
and seen what happened after that." 

There's a wonderful story that Border tells 
about himself. His son Dene came home 
from primary school one day and asked his 
father, in all seriousness, if he knew any 
"famous cricketers". Border the younger has 
his own cricketing heroes and while he is 
certainly aware of his father's illustrious 
status, his heroes are Dean Jones and Michael 
Slater. Dene Border wants to become a 


cricketer too. "He 
might be 
a better cricketer 
than lam," 
the Australian 
captain said in the 
same interview, 
"but there 
will be times he’ll 
wish his sumamc 
wasn't Border." 

At the start of this year, while the debate 
raged over whether Border should give up the 
captaincy or not, there was support for the 
Australian captain from the man who 
preceded him at the helm, Kim Hughes. 
Speaking on ABC radio in Darwin, Hughes 
said Border was Australia's greatest asset. 
"Every time Allan has a run of outs, they (the 
media) drag someone up who says it's time to 
move on. That fuels the speculation and if the 
team is not playing well, it is automatically the 
captain's fault, so everyone suddenly wants to 
get rid of him. 

"You can give me the Mark Waughs and the 
other talented players, but at the end of the 
day the only blokes capable of getting runs are 
David Boon and Allan Border. As far as 1 am 
concerned Allan is continuing to do a 
fabulous job. There is no reason for him to go." 

Speaking about his own decision to step 
down from the national captaincy in order to 
play under Border's leadership, Hughes said 
he blamed the media for his resignation. 
"Allan urged me to stay on, but 1 could see 
from the media side of things I was never 
going to win and it was starting to eat me 
away. I wasn't enjoying it because my greatest 
enemy was off the field. It was the media." 

Another former Australian skipper, Ian 


BORDER'S WORLD RECORDS 
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Miwt nimMxT of 
Most nun^jerolcatcbetii 152 
Most ntimbar trf Sftieii ftlayod: ^ 

Most niunbo'Tests as captain: 90 


TOP TEN BATSMEN IN TEST CRICKET 



T 

INNS 

NO RUNS AVE 

HS 

100 

50 

Allan Border (Australia) 

153 

260 

43 

11022 

50.79 

205 

27 

63 

Sunil Gavaskar (India) 

125 

214 

16 

10122 

51.12 

236Kk 

34 

45 

Javed Miandad (Pakistan) 

124 

189 

21 

8832 

52.57 

280A 

23 

43 

Vivian Richards (WI) 

121 

182 

12 

8540 

50.23 

291 

24 

45 

Graham Goodi (England) 

107 

195 

6 

8293 

43.87 

333 

19 

45 

David Gower (England) 

117 

204 

18 

8231 

44.25 

215 

18 

39 

Geoff Boycott (England) 

108 

193 

23 

8114 

47'73 

246A 

22 

42 

G.S. Sobers (WI) 

93 

160 

21 

8032 

57.78 

365* 

26 

30 

M.C. Cowdi^ (England) 

114 

188 

15 

7624 

44.06 

182 

22 

38 

Gordon Greenidge (WI) 

108 

185 

16 

7558 

44.72 

226 

19 

34 
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Chappell, had a slightly different view. 

"Allan had two perfect times to gel out; the 
ticker-tape parade after the 1989 England 
tour and again after the successful 1993 Ashes 
tour. He'sdefinitely gone past the 'too-early 
time' and the obvious 'right time'. Now he's 
put himself in a position where he could be 
'too late' and, maybe forfeited the right to 
choose his time." 

But Border is nothing if a realist. He has 
been around for too long to think that every 
decision he makes will be the right one. He has 
27 Test hundreds under his belt now, the last 
of those coming at Sydney, his home ground. 


AT A GLANCE 


T Inns No Runs Ave Hs 100 SO Zero Ct 

153 260 43 11022 50.79 205 27 63 11 152 

Balls Mdns Runs Wictots Ave BB 10W 5W 


3955 194 1508 39 38.66 7/46 1 2 



Up dated till Match 3,1994 


AGAINST EACH COUNTRY 


Opponents 

Tosts played Runs sCHiMied 

England 

47 

3340 

Pakistan 

22 

1666 

West Indies 

31 

2052 

India 

20 

1567 

NewZealand 

23 

1500 

Sri Lanka 

7 

543 

South Afiica 

3 

146 


1S3 

11022 


* m 



in his 150th Test match. Records never 
seemed to mean much to him, though. At 
Christchurch in February last year, he 
overtook Sunil Gavaskar's ully of 10,122 runs 
in Tests with a fDck off a delivery from Deepak 
Patel. He was still as self-effacing as ever. "If 
you hold your form and you play all those 
matches, you're going to reach those 
milestones," was all he would say. 

"1 thirtk 1 do battle a little bit more than 
some players. Some players do it with a little 
bit more ease, but maybe I'm a little bit harder 
to get out, a bit more stubborn." But when he 
was asked what it meant to be in the company 
(in terms of achievements) of Sir Donald 
AHaa Baidar aaa aldM aoit caaaMNicikkalm 
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CAREER HlGHLiGHTS 


* When Boardec ladled so In the fimitmings cl the IstTtstyerf^ 

Zealand at Lancaster Park, Chxistdiuich OdBch. 26, '93, he 
highest imn getter hi Test cridket. overtaldQg Gavi^car's 
runs, reached the miiestfHie by pulling r^Eqdimer Cteepak P 
boundary, this was his 139th Test. He needed 14 Ru^ Tests to suipass 
Gavaskar's record. 

4r Border became the first batsmad in Idstpry to complete il ^000 Test ruiis 
when he readied 66 runs in his 133tdTest, 259th innings versus South 
Africa in the Orst day of the third Test at Adelaide Oval on Jfan. 29th. '94. 

* Border hasgot 39 Test wickets to his credit as a bowler, with 11 for96 being 

his best bovdhig figure. This was versus the Indies at Sydney in '86-89. 

* He has been dismissed for lerocHi 11 occaskms. 

* He has scored a century hi both the innings td a Test on two occasions. 
<^1). His highest individual score was 207against Hew Zealand in , 
Adelaide in'87. 

* He has scored over 500 runs in a Test series ifour times. {ikZ). He has also 
crossed 1000 Test runs in a calendar year three times. <1979, '85, .'86) 

Footnote: 

(^1) denotes 150 n.o vs. Pakistan in Lahore '80 and 140 vs. New Zealand, 
Christchurch in '86. 

(★2) denotes vs. India '79, vs. England '81 and '85 and vs. the West Indies'84 

AU statistics updated IHI Mar. 3,1994 

ALL STATISTICS COMPILED BY HARIPRASAD CHATTOPADHYAY 
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Bradman, Jack Hobbs. Viv Richards and Sunil 
Gavaskar, he replied, 'T shudder to think how 
many runs Bradman would have scored if he 
had played as many Tests as me.” 

This is the man who has had a problem or 
two with umpires in his time, yet Border is a 
traditionalist on this score. He has never been 
impressed by the idea of a television umpire. 
"Even though we do moan a lot about 
umpiring decisions, I still prefer the human 
element and making a snap decision rather 
than constantly making references to a third 
umpire, I think that will detract from the 
game for me. 

"Eventually TV will take over and I don't 
like that idea. We've got to try and encourage 
the right people to go into umpiring and make 
sure the two blokes out there are really 
competent and you accept their decision.'' 

Border was reprimanded for his behaviour 
during the fifth Test in Perth against the West 
Indies in February 1993, when he and Merv 
Hughes were charged with showing dissent 
over umpiring decisions on the second day of 
the Test. Border, in particular, was charged 
over an offensive gesture towards umpire 
Steve Rendci and was slapped with a $2000 
fine. He did not take text kindly to this, 
responding on national television by saying, 
"Umpires are very thin-skinned in certain 
situations. Just the faa that I've been brought 
up on charges is ridiculous. The whole 
situation needs to be looked at very seriously." 

'This is the man who has scored most 
heavily for his country when the chips were 
down. Let us not forget that Border took over 
the reins of Australian cricket when the 
morale was at its lowest and, in the wake of 
the retirements of Lillee, Marsh and Greg 
Chappell, there was a void to fill in terms of 
talent as well. He led the Test side through its 
darkest times, through its patchiest run of 
form and performance. He provided the 
adhesive, the bonding factor that held the side 
together through the rebuilding priKess, 
leading by example all the time. If he has not 
been quite as prolific with the bat in the latter 
stages of his career, you can forgive him. He 
might not be with us much longer, this bloke 
who stands directing his fielders with a 
constable's arm, this man who scratches his 
stubble, this man who kicks the turf when 
pondering taaics, this man who scratches his 
scalp when things don't go as planned. 

Have you noticed that no one has started 
saying yet that the Border era Is over? That's 
because one Allan Border will be the first to 
tell us. ■ 
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Competing at the recent 
National Games 
while on vacation from 
his college, a US-based 
student won three 
events; the 100m sprint, 
and the 110m 
and 400m hurdles 
BYNOVY KAPADIA 

W HO IS this new guy 

they arc talking about? 
Rajeev Balakrishnan? 
Never heard of him! 
From where did he turn up? Well, let's 
just say that he's the hottest thing at 
present in Indian athletics. 

"Winning the 100 metres showed 
my speed, the victory in the 400 
metres hurdles showed my 
endurance and the 110 metres 
hurdles win demonstrated my 
technique," said an elated Rajeev 
Balakrishnan after the rare triple 
success on the polyurethene track at 
the Sports City, Pune in the recent 
National Games. Successes in such an 
unusual combination of events 
reveals his latent talent. Moreover, he 
achieved these triumphs whilst on 
vacation from his college in USA. 

His performance at Pune, was a 
boost for the sagging morale of Indian 
athletics in the year of the Asian 
Games. Suddenly Rajeev 
Balakrishnan and Bahadur Singh on 
the track and Shakti Singh and Ajit 
Bhaduria in the discus throw have 
emerged as the main medal hoi>es for 
India in the Hiroshima Asiad in 
October this year. 

In the past Indian athletes residing 
or studying abroad have achieved 







varying degrees of success. Over two 
decades ago, Mohinder Singh Gill 
whoresided in the USA, represented 
India in the triple jump in the Asian 
Games and the Commonwealth 
Games. 1978 Asiad gold medallist 
Geeta Zutshi went to train in the USA 
after the 1982 Delhi Asiad. However it 
was somewhat late in her career and 
though she imprt)ved her timings she 
could not achieve much when she 
represented India in the 1984 l.os 
Angeles 01ym()ics. Swimmer Khazari 
Singh got a silver medal m the 200 
metres butterlly in the 1986 Seoul 
Asiad, after a training stint at 
an academy, Down Under. Bula 
Chowdhury and Wilson Cherian also 
accompanied Khazan on this training 
stint. However though their tunings 
improved, they did not win medals at 
a major meet like the Asiad. Swimmer 
Bhanu Sac hdeva had a ten - week 
training stint in USA last year which 
enabled him to bag a gold mt'dal at the 
recent SAP Games. Squash players 
from India have studied abroad and 
shown improved perfoimances. 
However Rajees- Balakrishnan's 
success story is a different kettle of 
fish. It opens new vistas for Indian 
athletics. 

The metamorphosis of Rajeev 
Balakrishnan from an athlete of 
potential to one of the best in Asia, is a 
tribute to the system, regulated diet, 
and systematic workouts at Iowa 
University in USA and the diligence of 
the young Nagpur-based boy. If 
Balakrishnan succeeds at Hiroshima 
and gets a medal, he will be the first 
Indian to Itenefit from the intensive 
training and praaice in the 
American university system. He will 
thus hopefully become a trend setter. 
Balakrishnan may do for Indian 


athletics what Maria Mutola has done 
for Mozambique. Maria trained at an 
American University and went onto 
win the 800 metres at the last World 
Championships at Stuttgart. Her 
success has inspired others to emulate 
her. Hopefully Balakrishnan can set a 
similar trend. 


T he American universities athletic 
circuit is the most intensive and 
best training ground foraihletes of 
potential. The ultra-modern training 
equipment and synthetic and indoor 
tracks for training can help an athlete 
achieve his or he r maximum 
potential. Indian athletes had a 
chance to beneht from this system 
some eight years ago but missed the 
bus. Athletics queen P. T. Usha was 
ollered an athletics scholarship after 



faidia sltH MiQtf: 

not oaly In (tetfomiaiica 
blit in attitm aisi}. m 
baiia la reat^alhatitbi 
net anti - nationai foriui 



bagging four gold medals in the 1986 
Seoul Asian Games. Shiny Wilson 
(nee Abraham) also got a similar offer. 
Both sadly refused these offers and 
thus never made the transition from 
the best in Asia to world class 
standards. Usha was so talented that 
the sky was the limit if her talents had 
been honed at an American 
university. It seemed that history was 
repeating itself when another Kerala 
girl, K. M, Beenamol, gold and silver 
medallist in the 1992 Asian junior 
athletics championships, declined a 
schtilarship offered by Hindujas to 
train abrtiad. It seemed as if a mental 
block was inhibiting Indian athletes 
l.rom training abroad and 
consequently improving their 
perlormances 

Balakrishnan lacks the talent of 


Usha, but like cricketer Vinod Kambli 
has taken the staircase to the top. He 
was not considered a superstar when 
he competed on the Indian circuit as a 
junior till 1990. In 1988, he won the 
110 metres hurdles in the National 
School Games. In the 1989junior 
nationals at Bangalore ,he struck a 
hurdle and did nut win a medal in the 
high hurdles. By 1990 he was clocking 
15.2 seconds in the 110 metres 
hurdles. At that time, the high hurdles 
and 100 metres were his pet events. 

He finished third in the 110 metres 
hurdles at the senior nationals at Delhi 
in 1990. But athletics as a long term 
career was still a mirage. Rajeev 
admits that “at that time I was no’ 
sure about a future in athletics. ' 

The love affair with athletics began 
only after he got a scholarship to USA, 
His first love as a child was volleyball. 

In fact till fie reached tlie ninth class, he 
did not even take athletics seriously. 
Fortunately for him both his parents 
had a sporting background and 
advised him to switch from a team 
event to an individual sport to avoid 
the murky jtolitics of Indian sports. His 
father K. S. Balakrishnan was a former 
footballer and mother Chandra had 
represented Burdwan University in 
the sprints. 

F or most of his youth, Rajeev was a 
model student, successful in sports 
and studies. He is a throwback to the 
1950s when Oxbridge athletes like 
Gordon Piric, Roger Bannister and 
India’s own Ranjit Bhatia excelled in 
studies and sports. The myth goes that 
Bannister rushed after a tutorial to the 
track, puffing a cigarette and after a 
brief warm up became the first man to 
break the four - minute barrier in the 
mile in the 1950s. 

Rajeev also never neglected his 
studies. He passed tiic HSC exams 
with flying colours and got admission 
in Ramdeobaba Engineering college, 
Pune in Electronics. A confident 
young man, he emphatically denies 
that sports hinders studies. "1 think 
that athletics or any sport helps a 
student in concentrating. In my case, 1 
was running in the meets even a 
month before my HSC and SSC 
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exams Never did I feel any 
disiratnon. In faa, I feel siM)rts helped 
me ai hicve good marks in academics 
as II taught me the value of time and 
sharp concentration." 

The move to Iowa University was a 
case of destiny or "truth is stranger 
than fiction" or sheer will power, call 
it what you will. At the end of his 
second year, at the engineering 
college at Pune, Rajeev faced a 
dilemma, to succeed in athletics or 
studies. His uncle Dr. K. B. Chandran, 


a professor at Iowa University heard of 
his plight. In a letter he wrote that 
Rajeev should send some video tapes 
of his runs to the head coach of 
athletics at Iowa, Ted Wheeler. A 
former Olympian, Ted Wheeler was 
impressed by Rajeev's potential and 
Iowa University granted him a 
scholarship on the basis of his athletics 
performance. 

Expert guidance and scientific 
backup transformed Rajeev as an 
athlete. His runs were video-taped 


and shortcomings analysed. Before he 
came in contact with Ted Wheeler, 
Rajeev concentrated only on the 
shorter sprints and 110 metres 
hurdles. He has not run a 400 metres 
hurdles till then. Wheeler advised him 
that his torso though adequate by 
Indian standards was inadequute fur 
achieving world class timings in the 
sprints. Rajeev was persuaded to shift 
to the 400 metres hurdles, a race of 
endurance. Controlled diets, a 
planned workout schedule and 
scientific weight training to develop 
specific muscles enabled him to achieve 
excellence in the intermediate 
hurdles. His timings improved from 
52.91 to 51.14 in the 400 metres 
hurdles last season. In two years 
training, he has reached Asian levels in 
the 400 metres hurdles. 

The Asian record in the 400 metres 
hurdles is 49.20 set by Ryoichi 
Yoshida of Japan. The Asian Games 
record is 49.31. In fact, Pakistan's 
Ghulam Abbas won this event in the 
last Asiad with a timing of 50.15. 
Rajeev's coach Ted Wheeler firmly 
believes that he can run under 50 
seconds, somewhere around 49 
seconds by the middle of this summer. 
The Asian Games are in October this 
year and if Rajeev can maintain this 
level of improvement and timings he 
could lie the unusual "golden boy" of 
Indian athletics. 

Yet no matter what Balakrishnan 
does or doesn't achieve, he has proved 
that while the world progresses, India 
still lags far behind. And this is not 
only in performance but in attitude 
also. We have to realise that it is not 
anti-national for an athlete to go to a 
foreign country to train. In faa, India 
can only benefit from it. Instead of 
selfishly holding on to our talented 
sports persons, our sports federations 
and coaches should encourage and 
allow them to go abroad if the 
opportunity arises. Rajeev 
Balakrishnan has shown us that our 
coaching and other systems are 
obviously too outdated. He has also 
shown how far we lag behind in 
international standards. There is a 
lesson to be learnt in this. But is 
anyone listening? ■ 


Ba^i^aUfrepnp0rmffryimip^mii^ 
iheusA ' 

^ dM* AiAAteur fadia 

Xpeifiniriaftdesto in^r«;#toiKe'lriaem la VSdb 
istbeiMW'MtkmfllKctM^tKddertntiieaoiHRe^^^^ ■. 

fbe.)«t»adjtf.St.6 secu^ 

BaBwbraonaniiuhta I9ei m 

dodeted $i.30a4theioi(ii»Open]»mlastyeivlnlllay;^^^ 

' Wtecontdn Classic, be ti^Hwediipba 
fcM is (ematrliafde 

tytmyeais4^.Wscoadili4dta<9EraviiKjfitiddittaaii^ftd^ '. 

9riimiotfae4o6nieu«sl^iitjBi^lledWbed^«DiiWicicedfaitttduki^^ - 
his physique dianoes of progress in eicpkn^tviMsilia! the lOQjinettcB 
and U p metres hurdles were sibii. 

It tb^ hhn a complese year to fed coqdcRta^widt^idM rnftrilwg'' 
40p metres. Then Wheeler devdt^ied hh iuiRil^'teijhniqoe a .'/ '.v 

th^lbdeeyfaasbe£oineadeptln.tlie400tiiett«sh«^es,. ' - ' 

]h.ttieseuoiad)toyidurat]om,it«$eevho|[>eswh^^ 4;">:'• 

eadWtiotiMaiidtaten^.^^ wants mmfine his fwzdfingtet&ii^ 
UbsaUt''With bujeease lastKi^ldX 1ttdw 13.^eps henwetm ea^ 


theeqdJ 

49 in ^ in^imiethaie hurSlM by thiaseasoo/* 

Rajeev's focus the Bejpnctiscs three 

The nuhijdileiiinia is thjAlh^itey Mslott to continue training 
perscuaalcpadtTiMi wpatsh^tpjdh thefiapli^m 

prq»ratoryii 



USA tin then. - ‘ .r--'. 

Besides the Bpedatia^ trt 

regulated diet hi India, fie sddtbatati^aE^e|t;>rih^|qpi^^ 

jukes or electtolytts. 

Another factoris tiK QQdley o! 

Now it is tqi tbtbe AAR to ^ 
jjnada hh peak'hyshe'A^.' 


'iifZ ■' - - 

rJ* ' . 

i - Vt’ 





MAILBAG 




K AJ^DSV'sWMrJd record K' 
indeed a greatfeat we 
Indians will bepKHid cd and 
surely shout abouti^a k>ng,. 
Icmgthne.lthasdbBe 
unii^takable stamp ol fitness, 
hard work and dedic»ticffiK-<)f 
the highest tevei. 

m a country where pare 
bowling has no worthwhile 
tradii^, Kapil's becoming the 
highest widcet-taker in the world 
is a stupendous achievement and 
the faa that most of the wickets 
have come on unhelpful Indian 
tracks really amazes everyone. 

His unparafieled contribution 
to Indian cricket and the grace, 
determination and spirit with 
which he played throughout his 
16‘year'long and arduous career, 
will forever be an example to the 
aspiring young cricketers of our 
country. 

KJANBANOYOPADHYAY. 

Calcutta. 







It mighl Mam INw an optical ilksioB hoi Ifce ilBMps few dw ward. Kapil 

DRAWING SEND BY READERS K SINHA. DHANBAD 


Other letters complimenting Kapil Ow came 
from: Prabal Guha, Jamshedpun Lalit Kumar, 
Oeo^; I.C. Patel. Gujarat; Shomesuvra 
Muiawjee, Calcutta. SomshankarRay, 
Calcutta: Mohd. Muzahir, Atigaih; J. 

Mhra, Hydnabad: Natan Chatteriee. 
Khardafts: Surtyaj^i Saikia, Jorhat; Susmita 


and Gopa, Howrah: Shyamal Gupta, Calcufla: 
Amit Bhattacharya. G. Krishnamooithy. Thatw 
Rashid k^l, Hyderabad: Nimish Dubey, 

New Delhi: Swapna MHra. New Delhi 


Whither Bahadur 
Prasad? 

S Bahadur Prasad, India's 
finest athlete, going the P.T. 
Usha way? 

His successes at the ATP meet, 
the SAP Games, the National 
Games and the Indian 
Open-cum-lnternational meet, 
in events ranging from the 
1500m to the 10,000m, all in the 
space of two and a half months, 
has placed him on a pedestal. At 
Manila, against some of Asia's 
best in the ATP meet, his 
performance was simply world 
dass. 

But it must be emphasised, that 
this multi-event approach is not 
going to fetch Bahadur and India 
laurels at the highest level. Just as 
Usha lost her edge, by combining 


the sprints, hurdles and relays, so 
Bahadur too is spreading his 
talents dangerously thin by not 
specialising. The days of the 
Zatopeks and the Nurmis are over. 

• I believe that Bahadur Prasad is 
Olympic medal material. But he 
can achieve his potential if, and 
only if, he and the Indian 
athletics brains trust (is there 
one?), select a ringle event for 
him, NOW. in the run up to the 
Asian Games. 

The 5000m could be Bahadur's 
event in the world arena (I 
imagine he can go below 13:20), 
but whatever it is, it is now or 
never! Atlanta, '96, after all, is 
not that faraway. 

SURANJANflOY, 

Calcutta. 


Poor Commentary 

I WAS one of the sad cricket 
lovers who witnessed the 
direct telecast of the one-day 
match between India and Sri 
Lanka at Hyderabad. I was 
irritated by the expert 
commentary by M.L. Jaisimha. 
His expert comment revolves 
around 10-15 words. 

The following arc some of the 
words which he used frequently 
and repeatedly: 

a) Far better, 

b) Absolutely, 

c) Certainly, 

d) Very, very. 

c) Good running between the 
wickets. 

,f) Extremely. 

I think, there should be a 
selection committee for 
commentators also. 

C.R. 8ALAJI, 

Madras 
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PARADISE 
LOST! 







HUMAN 


INTEREST 


The first sight of Chandrasekhar's drawing 
room is astonishing. I stood and glanced 
through the semi-open door. There are 
clothes strewn all over the floor—full-sleeved 
shirts, trousers, t-shirts. Another hunch of 
clothes is placed across the back of a chair. 
Some hooks and papers lie on the floor. And 
near the entrance, on a stool, is the Arjuna 
Award, placed in a glass casing. There is a 
patina of dust on it....f ring the hell. Chandra 
suddenly pokes his head up Irom a nearby 
sofa, whose hack is towards the door. His fact- 
looks truly stunning. It is a face ol enormous 
sadness, bitterness, despair and longing. It is a 
face that has simply seen a lot of suffering. The 
straggly growth of heard seems to heighten 
the sadness. 

Chandra gels up slowly and conies to the 
door. He shakes my hand and immediately 
.says, "lam very sorry lor the mess that the 
house is in. But you see, my mother Ims had a 
heart attack and is recovering in the hospital 
My lather is there with her. We have no 
servant. And so, everything is in a mess ." 

We sit down in the drawing room. He on a 
chair and I on h small stool. His voice is very 
husky and thick. It seems like die voiceola 
man who has smoked hundreds ol cigarettes 
over several years. Hesays, "I havea severe 
cold. I hope you can understand what I am 
saying. ”1 assure him that 1 1 an understand 
him clearly as I press the record button ol the 
dictaphone. 

He smiles suddenly, a soft, sweet, child-like 
smile. It takesaway yeatsiroiii his lace. Pot a 
brief moment, he looks young and vivacious. 
Then his face, once again, assumes that deep, 
melancholy gravity. And I guess, you can 
begin to understand why he has such a sad 
face, when you listen to the story of his lile. So 
here gtHs: 


ON WHAT HAPPENED IN 
APPOLLO HOSPITAL 


On September 14ih, 1984, Iwcnt into the 
hospital lor a minor knee surgery. Dr. 
Ranganathan who was doing the operation, 
said that I would be able to play much better 
after this. He said that 1 would be discharged 
within a week. But what happened was that I 
went into 36 days of coma. After that, 1 spend 
another three weeks in a half-comatose slate. 
When 1 came back to my senses, I realised that 
1 had become blind. I could not see at all. I 
could not move at all. 1 did not have any sense 


of balance. At that time, f did not know the 
seriousness of it. The doctors kept assuring me 
that everything would become all right. But 
after six months of secondary physiotherapy, 
there was no improvement at all. 

1 finally realised that they were taking me 
for a long, long ride, I knew that nothing was 
going to happen. Ultimately, the MD of 
Appollo Hospital, Dr. Pratap Reddy and the 
other doctors said, "It's just bad luck. There is 
nothing else that we can do now.” 

Think of the situation. I had gone into the 
hospital, a fit, young man and 1 came out with 
90% blindness and an inability to move my 
limbs at all. it was the most horrific time ol my 
life. I sank into a deep depression because 1 felt 
so hopeless. 1 wanted to commit suicide very 
much. Because I felt that there was no point in 
living, any more. I thought to myself, now 1 
am at the'age of 27. If I live to a normal old age 
of 70, then I would have to live another 43 
years in this vegeiahle-like slate. This 
possibility was very difficult to digest. But, by 
the grace of God, the thought of suicide was 
never really translated into any sort of action. 


In those months ol despair, there aiso arose 
within him, the first signs of a determination 
to light back. He leli thai he had to comeback, 
so to speak, from the grave. In this, he was 
urged on by a large group of friends, relatives, 
players, oiliei doctors-and his own parents. 


Think of the 
situation: I 
went into the 
hospital, a fit 
young man and 
I came out with 
90% blindness 
and an inability 
to move my 
limbs at all. It 
was the most 
horrific time of 
my life 
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A nurss fseding Chandra in 
*85. From being sugar (it to 
being completely 
parelysed: the stunned look 
•a there on hit (ace 










HUMAN 


I N T E R E S T 


I still have 
some 

disabilities: I 
can't board a 
moving train, 
h's deeply 
embarrassing 
but I can't ride 
a scooter. My 
night vision is 
bad. I do not 
have 

peripheral 

vision 
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Chandra with the Arjuna 
Award, the high point of his 
career 


They all suggested therapy, of some son or the 
other. They said that come what may, he must 
make an attempt at a recovery. 

Chandra took the first step when he applied 
to get the case history from Appollo Hospital. 
And immediately, he hit a snag. The hospital 
was reluctant to part with it. It was only after 
some top-level pressure was applied that the 
case history was given to Chandra. 

After that, he went for treatment to the 
Institute of Naturopathy and Yogic Sciences, 
near Bangalore. And it was here that he met 
an associate of Dr. Paul Cutler, who was one of 
the leading doctors of Toronto. The associate 
told Chandra that Dr. Paul Cutler would be of 
immense help. 

So Chandra started corresponding with Dr. 
Paul Cutler and the latter agreed to take up the 
case. But the total cost of the treatment was 
calculated at a whopping Rs. 10 lakhs. This 
included the airfare for a nurse and Chandra. 
Since he was still partially blind, it was just not 
possible for him to travel alone. Now, the 
quest for the money began. Chandra 
ajtproached newspapers and they published 
his appeal for money, free of cost. It had a 
desired effect. Within days, the money started 
to come in 


"I was very lucky," Chandra recalled, "1 got 
the money fairly easily," 

From whom did the money actually 
come from? 

If I give certain names, then I will be leaving 
out other names. That will be unfair. But I can 
generalize by saying: many Hindi and Tamil 
film stars; many sportsmen; many 
industrialists and well-wishers. Within two 
months, I colleaed a sum of Rs 10 lakhs. And 1 
left for Toronto in Peb, '86. 

How was the treatment in Toronto? 
Initially, I improved a lot. They gave me 
medicines that were not available in India. 
The process of regaining my faculties became 
quicker. My eyesight improved a lot. The 
doctor explained to me that it was not my 
eyesight which had been damaged, bbt the 
brain. So once the brain began to improve, 
then all the other faculties would come back 
automatically. Of course, you can never fully 
recover since the central nervous system has 
been damaged. But you can gel something 
back, depending on luck, your physical 
condition and hard work. Now, for this 
specific type of treatment, alter the course is 
over, there has to be a break After that, the 
treatment has to start all over again. In all, 1 
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must have gone back about four times, with a 
gap of six months or a year between trips. The 
last trip was made in September, '88. 

What therapy do you do nowadays? 

I do physiotherapy. 1 do yoga. I do a lot of 
speech therapy, since my speech is not 
perfect. (It was very difficult to listen to 
Chandra later on the tape. His voice slurred 
over, time and time again. The voice seemed 
to suggest enoniious tiredness and fatigue) 
What exactly Is wrong? 

The breathing space between speaking is not 
all right. I still have to learn to control iny 
tone—the loudness, the soltness. There arc 
also other disabilities. For example’ 1 still can't 
board a moving train It's deeply embarrassing 
Init I can't ride a scooter. My night vision is 
had I still do not have a lowei held ol vision, 
which is also known as jieripheral vision. For 
example’ If 1 look at the opposite wall, it is 
very dillicult for me to see the lloor at the same 
time I doubt whether I will regain my 
peripheral vision. 


It IS while wc are t.i/k/ng iiiicntly that 
sndtfen/y i/ic doorbell rings Chandra gels n/> 
andyoes lo the door. I put off the dii lapitone. 
Chandra returns n ilh a packet He opens it 
and sees that it eonlains a video cassette ol 
Newsirack. And there is a letter in it for him. li 
IS written hy correspondeni Minnie Vaid who 
has done an extensive interview with bini for 
the 'Fyewilness'propraniiiie. She hadwritten 
to apolo}’ise: she said that tor 'teelinieal 
reasons', they could not air the interviecs. 
Minnie Vaid wrote by pen —a person il 
touch—and you could sense that under all her 
sentences, theie was her own sense of 
disappointment at what had happened. She 
said that the matter was in the hands 'of my 
bosses.' 

'As is the c ase with all employees ,' I thought 
to myself, 'our life, our destiny are all in the 
hands of othet people. In the hands of bosses 
who can twist and turn yout life about, with 
impunity. Really, there is no freedom in 
service.' 

Meanwhile, Chandra looks disajipointed. 
He says, "They took me all over the place. 
Shooting me here and there. You know, TV 
has maximum impac t. It could have helped 
my case if they had aired it." 

"What could be the reason for them not 
airing it?" I ask. 

"Pressure," he replies succinctly and then 
adds, "or alleged pressure, hy interested 
parlies. I can't say anything more bt.'cause I 



canbesued. Oi it could be a genuine technical 
leason " 

He looks to the floor, his entwined fingers 
placed on bis lap and he is losi in thought. 
Abet a while, he looks up and says with a grin, 
"I hope Sportsworld does not have any 
technicalpioblems " 

He has a sense of humour. When I ask him 
casually during the interview whethei it is 
risky lor him to cross the road on his own, he 
replies, again with a grin on his lace, "Well, I 
can tell you, that it's not as nsky as going to 
Appollo Hospital. " 


OfsJ VVHlTsj HE DEClDEf) TO 
LAUNCH HIS -FIGHl 
APPCI LO HOSPITAL 


I don't wan to u rm it as a light 
Okay, the idea that justice has to be done? 
Yeah. Once the damage had been done and 1 
(’ould not function as a normal human being I 
felt that 1 had to be compensated. Altei all. my 
lile had 1 een shattered. I was also convinced 
that all this had happened due to the doctor's 
negligence. Althcmgh 1 knew that they had 
not done it deliberately, a wrong doer has to 
pay a price. And the price? To enable me to 
live a decent lile. Thai's what I think Appollo 
Hospital should have done a long time back. 
When did you file the suit? 


Buying vegetables. See 
how stiffly Chandra is bent 
over, in doing such a simple 
act 


You can never 
fully recover, 
since the 
central 
nervous 
system has 
been damaged. 
But you can get 
something 
back, 

depending on 
luck, your 
physical 
condition and 
hard work 
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INDIA'S FAVOURITE CAR TYRE 


ON BECOMING 
THE WORLD'S HIGHEST 
WICKET TAKER 




-V, 


V 


MRF 




NYLON CAR TYRE 


Whichever field they're on, Legends oie recognised for their outstanding 
performance. On the cricket field, Kapil Dev Nikhanj becomes the highest 
icket taker in the world - overtaking Sir Richard Hadlee's tally of 
3 1 wickets And on the toughest Indian roads, the MRF tMOOtD f 
nylon car tyre keeps proving itself as an exemplary performer. I 
Which just goes to show that once you're a LIOIND, you're a winner. 
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HUMAN INTEREST 


Around '85, when I left to go abroad. The 
court fees were very high, about Rs. 50,000. 
Because of this, I had to limit the amount of 
damages to be claimed, since I had a limited 
amount of money. My initial idea was to seek 
a compensation of Rs. 75 lakhs. But the court 
fees was just too much. So, 1 had to bring 
down the amount to about Rs. 20 lakhs. We 
filed the suit in September, '85. The 
judgement came out on May 25th, '93. 


Facts: It took about 8j years of constant 
fighting, relentless adjournments, the coming 
and going of six judges in the Madras High 
Court, before Justice S. Pratap Singh awarded 
a hefty compensation of Rs. 17 lakhs. (Rs. 10 
lakhs as compensation and Rs. seven lakhs for 
reimbursement of treatment expenses 
incurred both in India and abroad). 

Justice Pratap Singh stated that the doctor, H. 
Ranganalhan and the anaesthetist, Monica 
De, were responsible for the acute disability 
suffered by Chandra. Appollo Hospital was 
also held responsible since the doctors were 
employed there. The judge said that the 
evidence showed that there had not been a 
proper supply of oxygen to the patient during 
the surgery. All this demonstrated the 
negligence on the part of the doctor and the 
anaesthetist. They had failed in the discharge 
of their duties, which resulted in severe 
complications. He said that it was the duly of 
the doctor who performed the surgery to 
explain what had happened. But he had not 
given any convincing explanation so far. 
Justice Singh concluded: "I hold that the 
defendants were negligent in the treatment 
given to the plaintiff." 

If I remember right, a Division Bench of 
the Madras High Court stayed the 
payment of Rs. 17 lakhs. 

Yes. But a two-member Division Bench of the 
Supreme Court announced that 1 should be 
given relief of Rs seven lakhs. 

So what next? Hasn't Appollo Hospital 
gone on appeal against the judgement? 
Yes. The appeal will be heard by a Division 
Bench of the Madras High Court. Because an 
a ppeal to the Supreme Court is not a 
fundamental right. You have to get 
permission from the Madras High Court in the 
form of a special leave. 

So, if the Bench says no, then the case 
should be over? 

Yes. Then legally, the case is finished. And ! 
hope it is, since my parents and I have already 
spend Rs. two lakhs from our personal 



savings, on the legal expenses. 

What do you feel npw, after this 
landmark Judgment? 

1 feel a great scioe of pride. Justice and fair 
play have prevailed in the end. It is a boost for 
t he system and the society we have here in 
India where the poor and the downtrodden 
really have no chance against powerful 
institutions. Think what would have occurred 
if such a thing had happened to an average 
clerk in a bank or an office. He will simply lie 
down and blame destiny and fate. Then 
somebody will read out some verses from the 
Bhagwad Gita and he will be very happy. 1 was 
lucky simply because 1 was famous and the 
media really highlighted my case. 


It took 8{ years 
before Justice 
Pratap Singh 
awarded a 
compensation 
of Rs. 17 lakhs 
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I have not been 
able to marry 
because it is 
very difficult to 
convince the 
parents of the 
girl. I have no 
physical 
problem but 
howto 
convince 


them? 
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Chandra coaching a girl stu- 
dent who aspires to reach 
the State level. He coaches 
at the YMCA every day 


What else have you learnt during the 
course of this case? 

The essential goodness of the people of India, 
They have really come forward to help me. 

Not only during the medical crisis, hut even 
today, the kind of support that 1 get, the kind 
of j>hone calls that I get, it really makes me feel 
giKul. I am happy that for a less popular game 
like table tennis, there has been such a 
response. Of course, had this happened to a 
cricketer, the situation would have been 
completely differeitt. Parliament itself would 
have been in uproar 

"Wdit a miiniie, "he says, as he^ctsup fromhib 
chair and goes toa table at one corner of the 
drawing room. He sits down on a chair and 
empties a brown packet. Then he calls me 
over and says, "It is time to take my 
medicines. Could you just identify the 
tablets?" He has'a doctor's preset tption in 
front of him and be calls out, "CnKin." I take 
out the tablet and I give it to him. 

"lam sorry to put you to such bother. " he 
says softly, "but I have difliculty m reading the 
small print." bight dilferent tablets ol 
dilferent sizes and colours are collected. Then 
begets up. with the tablets held itt his 
enclosed palm and he goes to the dining room 
to get some water. As I stand near the table, I 
see Chandra's horoscofies and along with it, 


the bio-data to be.send in response to marriage 
proposals. Some are 

already — tragically—yellowing with age. 
Chandra comes back and sits down on the 
chair and the interview starts once again. 


ON THE EFFECT OF ALL THIS 
ON H!S PARENTS 


For them, it has been a very big blow. Because, 
as an only son, 1 was their main hope. Having 
risen to a position of eminence as a player...! 
was also a brilliant student. I am a gold 
medallist in law from Madras University...and 
then to have such a tragedy occur to me. They 
had hoped that in their old age, 1 would look 
aflerthem. But now, it's a complete reversal, 
although my parents are not keeping in good 
health at all There has beeii too much of 
stress. And all this controversy has been loo 
much for the conservative South Indian 
society in whir h we live in. 

You have not been able to marry because 
of that? 

Physically, there is no problem. But when the 
parents of a girl comes, it is difficult to 
convince them. How can we convince them? 
Sfiould 1 go to a doctor and get a certificate, 
stating that 1 am okay lor marriage! 

Somehow, it is also very difficult for them 
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HUMAN 


I N T E R E S T 


Then they think: why should we take the 
trouble? Why should wcgo to a doctor and 
check out all this? Instead, they will look lor 
another boy.... 


ON HIS NORMAL DAY TO DAY 
LIFE 


I get up very early in the morning. Then 1 go to 
the terrace of the building and do exercises for 
developing my co-ordination. For example; 
picking up small objects from the floor, with 
my left leg forward, right leg backwards. Bend 
over and pick it up. Then bend sideways and 
pick the object up. After I finish my exercises, I 
come back home, have my bath and breaklast 
and then 1 go by autorickshaw to the bank. I 
am an Administrative Officer in the Staff 
Training College of the Slate Bank of India in 
Mylaporc. In the evening, I go to the YMCA in 
Roypettah. I do coaching there for about three 
hours. 1 return home at about 8.30 P. M. 

What do you do in your spare time? 

I like to watch horse racing. I don't gamble but 
I like to see horses run at high speed. 1 like to 
watch cricket on TV. 1 like to hear Hindi 
classical music. Singers like Mi.'hammad Rafi, 
Manna Dey, llemam Kumar and I.aia 
Mangeshkar. 

What about Aika Yagnik? 

Alka Yagnik? Who's that? 

She's the latest singing sensation! 

No. 1 have not heard of her at all. See, I don't 
follow modern music at all. 


At six o'clock in the evening, I go to the 
YMCA, Roypcttiih branch. Chandra has 
invited me there to see him coach his 
students. The YMCA TTcentre is in a shed-like 
building. Inside, there are two table tennis 
tables. A boy and a girl are playing. The hoy is 
in shorts; the girl is wearing a blue t-shiri and 
trackpants. She looks attractive and sensual. It 
is terribly hot inside the hall. There is no 
ventilation at all. The thought arises: how do 
these people play in summer, for example, in 
May when the heat is at its peak? 

Chandra says, "Come on, let's go outside. 
It's so hot here." So we go out and sit on chairs 
brought out of the hall by a young girl student. 
Chandra is gasping a little now. This coaching 
can be a little tiring. But he says, "This is the 
off-season. The Nationals in Calcutta last 
month signified the end of the season. Now I 
am training boys and girls who aspire to reach 
the State level." 

Soon, portly photographer George Francis 



comes in silently on his black Kinetic Honda. 
He takes his camera out and starts taking 
pictures. The sun has begun to set. We are 
silent now and the only sound is the clicking 
of the shutter of the camera. 

A white Tata Sierra comes up and out pops 
one ol Chandra's students, Nikhil Nath. He is 
about 12 years old, bespectacled, chubby, clad 
in white t-shirt and shorts. In sotto voce, 
George Francis says, "Chandra's student 
comes in a Tata Sierra. While poor Chandra 
does not ha ve a vehicle at all. He has to be 
picked up by a student on a bike and dropped 
back home." 

Chandra smiles enigmatically and his head 
droops on to his chest. He looks tired. He says, 
"Idon't feeigwtd unlay. This is a severe cold 
that Iain having." Students come up and ask 
something in Tamil. He replies: then they go 
away. George Francis finishes taking the 
photographs There is really nothing more to 
talk about. I get up and say, "Thanks very 
much for your co-operation. "Chandra gives 
me a limp hand to shake. Then I walk away. It 
is the last stages of twilight. And at a far 
distance, I turn around and look. Chandra is 
still sitting in front of the YMCA building, as 
the darkness continues to grow around him. 

A solitary figure lost in melancholy thought. 
But this iragedy-marred individual has waged 
a ceaseless battle against his own inner desfiair 
at what has happened and against the 
powerful and influential Appollo Hospital. 

And in this battle, he seems to have won on 
both fronts: the inner and the outer. Quite 
simply, in our world of puny individuals, 
Chandra is a hero of ou r times .« 


Chandra with hi* parent*. 
The *tra** ha* bean too 
much for thain 
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Justice and fair 
play have 
prevailed in the 
end. It is a 
boost for the 
system and the 
society we 
have here in 
India where 
the poor and 
the 

downtrodden 
really have no 
chance against 
powerful 
institutions 
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REVIEW 


AUBREY 

TRIUMPHS 


T he month of Mardi has become 
synonymous with the 
ITC-sponsored Classic Indian Open 
part of the Asian Tour and while this 
tournament usually alternates 
between Delhi and Calcutta, it was 
recently staged at the 7102-yards 
course of the Royal Calcutta Golf Club. 

With the tour starting in Manila and 
ending in Japan by end April this 
literally translates to a prolcssio'nal 
who has gained exempt status playing 
in nine countries over a 10-week 
period for a total amount close to US 
$3 million. When the entry list for the 
US $200,000 Classic Indian Ojten was 
received there were 101 players 
representing 24 countries and this 
select edition included names like 
Todd Hamilton, Choi Sang Ho, Lee 
Porter, Juiri Rulletgc, Emiyn Aubrey 
and Ossie Moore. A lot was expected 
both in terms of low scroes and display 
of skills as the few mentioned have all 
flirted with lile in the big league, i.e. 
the US Tour and the Japanese circuit. 

Etnlyn Aubrey who finally claimed 
the title and a cheque of US $3 3,320 
has had a taste of both, with first being 
part of the Asian Tour in 1988 and 
1989 when he won the Philippine leg 
before successfully gaining entry into 
the US Tour. However, the next two 
years for the 30-year-old 
Pensylvanian was like a journey into 
the wilderness where making the cut 
was his first priority and it was his lack 
of success that forced him to return to 
Asia. While we salute Emiyn, a most 
personable and worthy champion and 
only hope this will be a step back into 
the right dirertion which is the 
lucrative US $70 million US Tour a lot 
could be learnt from this young 
winner. 


BY BRANDON DE SOUZA 

A graduate from Louisiana State 
University,he was the perfect example 
of a well-behaved,polished,patient 
and very focussed individual, 
concentrating on the job on hand 
rather than mulling over and 
complaining about what most players 
felt were conditions far from perfect. 

Howevcr,the disajtpointment of the 
championship, was Todd Hamilton, 
8th on the Japanese Tour in 1993 with 
earnings in excess of US $800,000 
apart from being the overall Asian 
Tour Champion in 1992. While he 
was using the Classic Indian Open as a 



warm-up for the start of this year's 
Japanese circuit he seemed to treat 
the event more like a stroll in the park 
where concentration as an attribute is 
least needed and his last round of 70 
dropped him way down the list of 
money winners. 

After the heroics of Ali Shcr in Delhi 
last year,much was expected from the 
Indian stars who unfortunately, 
flattered to deceive. Ali Shcr was 
joined by Basad Ali, Rot has Singh, 
Bunty Randhawa, Amandeep Johl, 
Ajay Gupta and Uttam Mundy as the 
most noticeable casualties after two 





Emiyn Aubrny; worthy champion 

days and it was left to Gaurav Ghei, 
Daniel Chopra and the rather 
unknown caddy professional 
Ramnath to salvage some pride. With 
the Open being the only chance for 
most Indian professionals to earn 
large sums of money, one felt, they ali 
put themselves under too much 
pressure and consequently, failed to 
play up to their potential. Gaurav, 
who had a lean spell,siuck to his task 
well and finished in a tie for 7th place 
and a worth-while cheque of US 
$ 4870. Ramnath had his largest pay 
day (US $ 2325). It is performances 
like this that encourage the Indian 
Golf Union and ITC, the sponsors to 
continue their support of such a 
wonderful international event. ■ 

CORUM COMMUNICATIONS 
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SPOTLIGHT 


ARUP BASAK 


UP WHERE 



The 21-year-old 
tmtional table tenms 
champion has 
served notice that he 
is the best 


BY K.O JACOB 


H istory was finally made! 

After a gap of 42 years on the 
evening of 19th February, 
Bengal managed to win not only the 
team title but both the individual 
championships at the 55th National 
Table Tennis Championships. The last 
male from Bengal to have won the 
championship was Kalyan Jayant and 
he won it way back in 1952. 

The fact that the ladies champion 
was also from Bengal seemed to have 
been forgotten for some time that 
night. Mantu Ghosh having won the 
title in 1991 had already had her fair 
share of lime under the spotlight. That 
evening belonged to the new men's 
champion Arup Basak—the first 
Bengalee to have won the men's title. 

Having won the title at the SAF 
Games and the National Games the 
pressure on him to perform was 
enormous. The national 
championships at Calcutta was 
supposed to be his acid test. And he 
knew for a fact that if he failed, his 
earlier wins would amount to 
nothing. He realised that this home 
venture would decide whether he 
would finally be accepted as a 'real' 
champion. It was this fear that became 
his source of motivation, and when at 
last he held aloft the trophy it was not 
just him, but the entire state that 
celebrated. Having produced 
champions at the sub-junior and 
junior levels consistently for some 
time now, Bengal for long had no 
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E BELONGS! 



Datannination and Bograssinn ara tba 
hailmarks af Anip Baaak's b""** 

representative in the big league, and 
Basak elevated Bengal to that realm 
after four decades. And Bengal in 
return gave their new hero his due. 
There were the usual share of 
receptions, bouquets, cash awards 
and a fair share of reaction from th e 
local press, and even though the £.\F 
Games and the National Games 
champion resided in a bylane of North 
Calcutta, the people did not know 
about him and neither did they seem 
to care. The senior national 
championship they decided, was the 
sole criteria for acceptance and once 
Basak won that, he had passed the 
test. He was ready to be accepted by 
the people of his state. 

It was purely by chance that Arup 
Basak took to the game that would 
take him to such dizzying heights. It 
was on the 26th of December 198^, 
the day that his results for the fifth 
standard were out, that his elder sister 
took him to the Narkeldanga .Sadhan 
Samity (a club established in 1944, 
where TT was introduced in 1952, and 
now has a full - fledged academy that 
coaches about 120 students) fora 
game of table tennis. Little did young 
Arup realise that it would be this game 
that would take him out from the 
byzantine bylanes of Narkeldanga and 
put him under the national and 
international spotlight. Basak admits, 
"Till that day I used to play football or 
cricket in the streets but a year after I 
took to the game, 1 came under 
.layantatfa's coaching and since then I 
have taken the game very seriously. 
And once 1 started playing under him, 
my parents let me do whatever 
Jayantada wanted and never once 

TlwBiaiiiaiitaliriiimBbhaarinally anivaA. 
knxf Basak is all simlas altar wimring tha 
samornatioiialtitla 
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did tiu-y dissuade me.” 

Tfioii)’h Jayanla Pushilal is ten 
years Amp's senior ilie bond between 
I III- teacher and ptipil is a very strong 
one. The pupil acknowledges that 
whatever he is today is because of an 
equal measure of hard work put in liy 
fits coach, "Jayantat/ahas been the 
greatest influence on my game. He is 
everything to me. You could call hitn 

my brother, my mentor, my coach. 

everything. And it is not that he 
taught me only the game of table 
tennis. He taught me the liner points 
of life itself" 

The coach himself is equally 
emotional when he speaks of his 
ward, "See, Aruji's winning the 
nationals was only a matter of time. 
He had the talent and I was sure that 
he would do tt some day. You can say 


that the national championship was 
in a way the end of a journey, not just 
for Amp, but for me and also for the 
club. For ten years, all of us sweated it 
out and the results had to come some 
day." 

The results,in fact, were evident just 
two years after Aruj) took up the 
game. In '85 he won the sub-junior 
title III the mini-nationals and in '87 
graduated to the junior leagite where 
he also won the title. He then added 
the junior national title to his resume 
in '88 The same year he participated 
in his first international tournament, 
the Lgyptian Open where he came 
second. 1991 saw him entering and 
walking away with the Iranian Oiien 
trophy. But Amp Basak had still not 
made a name for himself, and was still 
to be accepted. People then talked 


about men's TT only in terms of 
Kanilesh Mehta or Siijoy Ghoiqiadc. 
Basak, once he graduated to the senior 
circuit he played against them, against 

their reputation.and knew that it 

was only a matter of time before his 
name would be uttered in the same 
breath as theirs. 1993 finally saw 
every chip falling into place and Basak 
suddeiil> found himself being 
referred to as the country's best hope 
in table tennis. It was this lack of 
recognition in the initial years that 
spurred the coach and the pupil. 

Today when they suddenly find 
themselves the focus of the media, 
when they find themselves being 
hounded for autographs they realise 
that it is time to give vent to those pent 

Arup Basak with his parents. The sacrifices 
and struggles have finally paid off 
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up einoliuns. "Out here it seems that 
only the national championship 
matters. Even after Basak won the 
SAP Games title, the attitude was 'So 
what?'. Agreed that the national title 
is a big thing and that we haven't 
prfKliiced a national champion lor a 
long time, but then even the other 
wins do deserve credit," says Basak's 
coach. This status of being a 
non entity, only served to steel 
Basak's psyche. After the SAP Games 
victory he had commented, "It's all 
right that 1 won the gold, but it's like 
any other win." Yet when asked about 
his most memorable win. he says its 
the SAl'C'iames gold Why this 
contiadiction? 

'I'hc one time non-c‘ntity provides 
the answer, "It was pisl to allay my 
nervotisness that 1 said that Then- 
was the nationals to he played in 
Calcutta allei wards and I knew that if 
I failed there the other wins would 
count loi nothing," The title 'lulure ol 
Indian 'fT' that has suddenly been 
thrust upon the 2! -yi'ar -old might be 
a little too heavy lor him to tarry. In," 
Arup is showing no signs ol 
nervousness The time that he had 
been waiting lor all this while had 
finally come and the spotlight was 
lot used brightly on him. He has also 
been performing creditably Today, 
Arup Basak has become media savvy, 
and IS coiilideiil ol himself More 
imporiantly, he has managed to hold 
on to the thieads of normalcy, a 
quality that has endeared him to the 
people. His overnight fame has not 
made him lorget his roots, or the 
people who stood by him dm ing those 
lonely years. This level-headedness is 
perhaps his greatest lorte. 

It wasprol'..ably his middle-ilass 
backgroutid (his fathei was an 
inspector in inchek Tyres and is now 
retired) and the struggles that he saw 
his parents go through in ordei not to 
interrupt his game, that became his 
source til inspiration. He realised in his 
early years that it was going to be 
either studies (he's now doing his Plus 
two in Arts) or table tennis that would 
have to be his first priority. The choice 
was tough, but once made, Basak 
knew that he wotilcl have to excel m 


The coach and the pupil. Basak claims that 
whatever he is today, is because of Jayanta 
Pushilal 

the game ii he was to survive. It was 
then that he developed the aggressive 
nature that is so evident in his game 
today. "See it's riiy natural style, 
though I disc'ivered that only later. 
Initially, 1 was ultra delensivc but 
when I changed into an attacking 
player 1 realised that I was not getting 
the power in my shots. That was when 
I turned aggressive and it showed in 
riiy game." This aggression coupled 
with his tenacity to focus till the last 
point is played, only helped to psyche 
his opponents. If Ins lootwork, his ball 
control Ol his backhand jab does not 
deter his ojiponent, then 
aggressiveness sure does take its toll. 
And il anything, it is his unwavering 
determination that hasimpiessed 
pcofile. Mr Gopiiiath (ihosh, the 
vii e-president of the Bengal Table 
Tennis Association (B'TTA) highlights 
his point. "It is really good that he has 
blossomed as a jil.iyei. He is the exact 
lole model ol Kamlesh Mehta. He has 
lots ol dedication and the game now 
means everything to liini. If he 
manages to keeji the distractions at 
bay then he will surely go lar." 

And that is exactly what Arup has in 
mind for himself. His next destination 
is Hiroshima, for the Asian Team Cup, 


but his sights are set on the '98 Asiad 
"By that time, I should really mature 
as a player. With a little bit of foicign 
exposure (he will shortly be leaving 
for Germany and Sweden) I can do 
well there At least be in the top 
eight," says .Arup. 

Arup Basak has linally and 
conclusively proved that he has not 
just the talent but also what it takes to 
succeed at the highest level. Bengal 
TT, thanks to this prodigy, has linally 
come out of the shadows and finds 
itsell under the glaring lights once 
again. But for how long? Will Bengal 
TT creep back into anonymit y once 
again’’ Mr Ghosh puts the jmiblein 
into jiersjiective. "It is a wrong 
percejition that people have about 
Bengal TT. The '93 Nationals was the 
lesult of systematic planning over the 
years. It was just that in the past years, 
we could not held our best team 
because we always had players 
working for public sector organisations 
and they could not play tor Bengal as 
their comjiames put up their own 
teams This year was different and 
now that we are paying a lotol 
individual attention to the districts, 
the game is certainly picking up. The 
future of Bengal TT is indeed bright." 

The torch for the future is now in 
At up Basak's hands. And by the looks 
of it, it seems to be burning brightly.# 
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Hi Mum, 

I'm settling into this new job 
jnetty well. A lot of 
attention here is focused 
on the national football 
team. So I've resorted to 
the obvious option: 
become a roaring Lions fan 
(that's what they're called). 
Only, there arc some 
things I've yet to get the 
hang of. I still haven't got 


used to watching the Lions 
play in jersies that have 
'Tiger' emblazoned across 
the chest. 

It's like lions in tiger 
skins. 

I know what they say 
about a leopard and its 
spots, but this is the first 
instance of Lions earning 
their stripes in a Tiger shirt! 

And that's not all. The 
Lions before entering the 


field, in the semi-finals of 
the last Malaysian 
Cup—^Sarawat—makes 
black cats roam the pitch 
before every match. 

I mean, why cats, mum? 
I can understand horses or 
cows. At least, they'll trim 
the grass for you. But cats? 
At best, they 're going to do 
unpleasant things on the 
ground! I quite expected 
the Lions to pussyfoot 



around when they took to 
the field recently in 
'Kuching'. 'Kuching' in 
Malay means cat. 

And if all that isn't 
enough, these Sarawat 
guys even use a crocodile as 
their mascot. Surprising, 
considering this part of the 
world has a very lecherous 
connotation for the good 
ol' crot'—the 'buaya', as 
they refer to it here. 

Another aspect that I'll 
have to work real hard at is 
distrust. 

The Singaporeans don't 
trust anything remotely 
connected with a soccer 
field. Lvery decision, every 
goal, every substitution, 
even every article printed, 
is tainted with the 'keiong' 
tarbrush. Sorry rnum, I 
have caught the Singapore 
disease Keiong is Maiay lor 
bribery. 

I even answered a call in 
office a couple of days ago, 
where this guy claimed he 
had just paid olf the team 
officials to lose that 
evening's maich. He 
categorically told me to 
have a safe bet on the Lions 
conceding three goals. 

Of course, 1 didn't 
believe him. 1 kept asking 
him to identify himself. 

But he hung up. And 1 
brushed him aside as just 
another crank caller. 

Although I must admit a 
small shiver did run up my 
spine when I switched off 
the TV that night. The 
Lions had lost 3-1. 

Yup, 1 am picking up the 
Singaporean habits real 
fast. Tonight, I'm going to 
put on my Tiger shirt, cheer 
for the Lions and watch out 
for 'buayas', and whatever 
it is that black cats leave 
lying around. ■ 

Pradeep Paul 

IFormet Chwf now with th® Mtw 
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A BRIDGE TOO FAR 

Although there are many bowlers waiting in the wings, none seem to possess 

Kapil Dev's awesome talent and tenacity 


BY ANDY O'BRIEN 

A fter Sunil Gavaskar had 
toasted Kapil Dev with 
champagne in the dressing 
room of the WACA in 
Perth two years ago when the Indian 
all-rounder had crossed the 
400-wickcl mark in Test cricket, Kapil 
had said in a voice choked with 
emotion that he looked forward to the 
day when both the highest run-getter 
and highest wicket-taker’s records 
both belonged to Indian cricketers. 
Allan Border put a spoke in that 
wheel, even while Kapil inched his 
way to Sri Richard Hadlee's 4)2 mark. 

Now that he has achieved that target, 
the question asked is; after Kapil, 
who? In the Indian context, it 
translates into, who will take Kapil's 
place if and when he says he has had 
enough? Yes, there arc many 
contenders, the Venkatesh Prasads, 
and the Prashant Vaidyas (see story on 
pace bowlers in India). But they will 
merely be necessary sulistituies, for 
there will never be another Kapil Dev. 
There may he many bowlers waiting 
in the wings who could take Kapil's 
place in the Indian team. But 
unfortunately, none will be 
competent enough tb take the place of 
Kapil Dev in Indian cricket. 

Which then brings us to the world 
stage. Are there any real contenders to 
Kapil Dev’s remarkable record of Test 
wickets? 

We asked our statistician to make a 
few projections on whether any 
contemporary bowler had any hope 
of overtaking Kapil's mark? 

We find that among the top bowlers 
still in business no one is even close to 
Kapil, with none of them having 
reached even the 250-wicket mark. 

To paraphrase that famous World War 


11 song so popular with the allied 
soldiers, il's a long way to topple 
Kappy. 

ONE of the present bowlers have 
even gained membership to the 
six-member 300-club. 

ifone were to further shortlist the 
list of eight contenders chosen, the 
Aussie pace duo of Craig McDermott 
(224 wickets) and Merv Hughes (208) 
can lie eliminated without much 
hesitation. McDermott is already a 
decade old veteran in inteniational 
cricket and even though he is not yet 
30, his persistent injury problems 

We find that among the 
top bowlers still in 
business no one is even 
close to Kapil, with 
none of them having 
reached even the 
2!i0>wicket mark. To 

e ara pharse the famous 
Iforld War II song so 
popular with the allied 
soldiers, it's a long way 
io topple Kappy 

won't allow him the luxury of playing 
for very much longer. Recently, he 
was left out of the one-day series 
against South Africa, returning home ! 
for surgery on his left knee. 

Hughes too has his share of injury 
problems. Not only does the 
32-ycar-old not have age on his side, 
moreover he is not always an obvious 
choice for the team that plays more 
Test matches than any other. 

(Australia have played 56 Tests over 
the last five years). In faa, Hughes was 



dropped recently from the last Test . 
against South Africa at Kingsmead, 
Durban. 

The West Indian duo of Ambrose 
(195) and Walsh (207) may be 
dangerous to opposing batsmen but 
do not pose a great danger to Kapil's 
record. Walsh's strike rate (3.39 per 
Test) means he will have to play well 
over 50 Test matches more to be near 
400. With the West Indies playing an 
average of seven Tests a year that 
would mean that the 31 -year-old 
Walsh would have to play for another 
seven years which is hardly likely. 

Ambrose has a healthy strike rate of 
4.43 wickets per Test, but the 
30-ycar-old lanky bowler has already 
spoken about ending his international 
career. 

I T is the Pakistan duo of Wasim 
Akram (222 wickets in 53 Tests) and 
Waqar Younis (166 wickets in 29 
Tests) who are the realistic challengers 
to the world record. Akram at 27 and 
with a ten-year international career 
behind him seems a lesser threat. 
While it is a fact that today's cricketers 
have the opportunity of playing many 
more Test matches than their 
predecessors did, the flip side of the 
coin is that the wear and tear in 
contemporary cricket is far greater 
than before. The added pressures of 
the glut of limited overs cricket means 
a cricketer's—especially a fast 
bowler s—career can't last as long as it 
did in the older days. 

In this regard, Kapil's 15-year 
career spanning 130 Tests without 
being dropped for a single Test on 
grounds of fitness, is his greatest 
achievement. No one on our list has 
even played half that number of Tests. 
What makes it even more 
phenomenal is that a) Kapil was 
playing mostly on sub-continental 
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wickets; b) he was an all-rounder that. Again if Younis were to bowl the 

whose batting was also depended 27,590 balls Kapil took to get t«i 

upon by his team and c) he has never Hadlee's mark, then the Pakistan 
had a partner from the other end to paceman would have 753 wickets (see 
help him. statistical projections). These 

Someone like Waqar Younis unrealistic projections might 

doesn't face these barriers that Kapil highlight the phenomenal career of 

did. So unreal is Younis' strike rate the 22-year-old Pakistani, but at the 

(5.25 wickets per Test) that if he were same time it also highlights Kapil's 
lo last the 130 Tests Kapil required to staying power, the kind of which will 
break the world record, then Younis probably not be watched for some 
would have 744 wickets at the end of time to come. If the 5-year-old 



veteran of international cricket plays 
as long as Kapil has (till the age of 35 or 
for 15 years in Test cricket) there is 
little doubt he could overtake Kapil 
(see projections). But that would be 
an achievement even by Younis' own 
high standards. 

T he other two young 'pretenders' 
to the throne arc the two 
legspinners,Anii Kumblc and Shane 
Warnc. 

Even though Warnc made his debut 
at a older age (21) by today's young 
standards, he has in these three years 
already played 23 Tests, more than 
Kumble has since his debut in 1990. 

These two men who ply a trade that 
has almost become extinct, have a 
remarkable strike rate (Kumble 5 25 
and Warne4.39 per Test) but their 
success depend too much on the 
vagaries of the wickets they bowl on. 
Whereas Kapil uwk as many Test 
wickets at home as he did abroad 
(playing almost an equal number of 
Tests at home arid abroad), Kumblc 
and Warne would have to play most of 
their cricket in India if these two 
brilliant young men arc to reach the 
marks set by the three most successful 
spinners Gibbs. Underwood and Bcdi. 

I N the meantime, Kapil continues 
his support to Indian cricket and 
keeps pushing that world rcrord mark 
slowly towards what seems like 
unreachable limits. Kapil himself says 
emotionally, "1 would willingly 
sacrifice my record tomorrow if you 
guarantee me that an Indian bowler 
would be the new record holder. No 
problem, I Would love that more than 
anything else. It would be great if an 
Indian can overtake it, because then I 
can tell myself that 1 have contributed 
to Indian cricket by setting an 
example." The fact that we have so 
many young pace bowlers competing 
to wear that blue cap is proof enough 
of Kapil's effect on Indian cricket. 

And though Imran Khan keeps 
hoping that Sir Richard Hadlee will 
make a comeback and overtake 
Kapil's record, unfortunately there is 
only one man who can keep breaking 
Kapil's record. And his name is'Kapil 
Dev.B 


















STATISTICS 


WHO'S GONNA BE 
NEXT? 


Projections on who 
will most likely break 
Kapil Dev's record 


Sham Wwm; ilam i H H strike rate 





CAREER FIGURES OF KAPIL DEV AND CURRENT BOWLERS FOLLOWING HIM 


Tens Balls MUM Ruas/fc Wkis A«va. Si Mm Baal 


Kapil Dev (Ind) 

130 

27590 

1053 

McDermott (Aus> 

52 

12630 

441 

Akram (Pak) 

53 

12092 

453 

Hughes (Aus) 

51 

11865 

486 

Walsh (WI) 

61 

12113 

. 

Ambrose |WI) 

44 

10732 

459 

Younts (Pak| 

29 

6080 

200 

Wame (Aus)* 

23 

6840 

402 

A. Kumbie (Ind)* 

16 

5392 

262 


12795 

432 

29.62 

23 

2 

9-83 

6324 

224 

2823 

9 

2 

8-97 

5197 

222 

23.40 

15 

3 

7-119 

5779 

208 

27.78 

7 

1 

8-87 

5286 

207 

25.53 

5 

1 

6-62 

4210 

195 

21.58 

9 

2 

8-45 

3154 

166 

19.00 

17 

3 

7-76 

2444 

101 

24.19 

5 

1 

7-52 

2001 

84 

23.82 

5 

1 

7-59 


• Wame and Kumbie have been included because they are most prosiiectii'e in terms of age as well as strike rate/Test. 

NOIE Ail Figures updated to the end of 1 99i-94 1st Wl-Eng (Kington) Test New Zealand-Pakistan series in New Zealand. 
India-Sri Lanka, in India but before the South Afrtca-AustraUa series in South Africa. 
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Kapil Dev (Ind) 

432 

130 

3.32 

—• . ... 


.-i-. 

Younts (Pak) 

166 

29 

5.72 

, 744, , 

36.62 

. ^' 753 .. 

KUmUe (Ind) 

84 

16 

5.25 

683 , . 

64.19 

430 

Ambrose (WI) 

195 

44 

443 

576 

55i>3 

50l 

Wame (Aus) 

101 

23 

4.39 

571.- ■' 

67.72 

■ • 407 . ' ' . 

MeOeimoit (Aus) 

224 

52 

4.30 

'5t».; • 

56.38 

489 

Akram (F<dc) 

222 

53 

4.18 

545. . ^ • 

'54.46 

■ ' - ./S06.' 

Hughes (Aus) 

208 

•Si 

4J07 

, 530. 

. ^.04 . 

. '4M. ; '. 

Wakh (WI) 

207 

61 

3.39 

441 ■' ' 

‘'58.5'r' 
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(Ago, dobtii year} 

No. of years 
played 

No. of years 
yalloplay 

Avgo. Toots 
poryr.* 

Strike nio 
perToA 

fM{ec*ii#lle.dif 
wkH-flliw 
conerit strike iiM 

Kapil Dev 

(35, 1978-79) 

15 

— 

— 

— 

_ 

Warne 

(24, 1991-92) 

3 

12 

11 

4.39 

680 

Younis 

(22, 1989-90) 

5 

10 

7 

5.72 

5M 

Kumblc 

(23, 1990) 

4 

11 

7 

5.25 

488 

Hughes 

(32, 1985-86) 

9 

6 

11 

4.07 

477 

McDermott 

(28. 1984-85) 

10 

5 

11 

4.30 

461 

Ambrose 

(30. 1987-88) 

7 

8 

7 

4.43 

443 

Akram 

(27, 1984-85) 

10 

5 

7 

4.18 

368 

Walsh 

(31,1984-85) 

10 

5 

7 

3.39 

326 


‘Total Tests for each during last five years (since Jan, 1989): Australia 56; India 35; Pakistan 33; West Indies 34. 


MOST WICKETS 


World record hooters since the War 


Record 

(Holder) 

Time span 
(yra/days) 

DataW/R 

brokon 

New 

Holder 

Wkts 

Extended 

To years 

216 

C.V. Gilmmelt 

17/256 

25.7.53 

A.V. Bedser 

236 

1955 

236 

A.V. Bedser 

9/184 

25.1.63 

J.B. Statham 

242 

1963 

242 

J.B. Statham 

/49 

15.3.63 

F.S. Trueman 

307 

1965 

307 

F S. Trueman 

12/332 

31.1.76 

L.R. Gibbs 

309 

1976 

309 

I.R. Gibbs 

5/330 

27.12.81 

D.K. Lillee 

355 

1984 

355 

D K Lillee 

4/223 

21.8.86 

l.T. Botham 

373 

1987 

373 

l.T Botham 

2/82 

12.11.88 

R.J. Hadlee 

431 

1990 

431 

R.J. Hadlee 

5/88 

8.2.94 

Kapil Dev 

432... 
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ALREADY IN 
THE ELITE CORPS 


j ^ Y VERY much hoped lo make 
I it to New Zealand with the 
I present squad. I am 
''"a little disappointed, 
hut shall not lose heart. 

I shall now try all the more harder," 
said a 24-year-old who goes by the 
name of Venkatesh Prasad, a few days 
after the Indian squad for New 
Zealand had been chosen. Little did he 
realise that fate would warrant his 
presence in New Zealand immediately 
after the team landed there. Manoj 
Prabhakar nursing an injury was 
persuaded by the Indian think-tank to 
fly back to India and not aggravate the 
injury. Thus, the selectors then found 
Venkatesh Prasad the most logical 
choice to fill in the pace bowler's slot. 

A cricketer with a natural instinct 
for fast bowling, Karnataka's 
Venkatesh Prasad has made a great 
impression in a very short span; 
specially considering the fact that he 
totik to competitive cricket quite late 
in his teens. Having been baptised 
into fast bowling with a tennis ball, 
the change to a regular ball was not all 
that difficult. "My initiation into the 
game was through the tennis ball. 
During my schooling, 1 used to play a 
lot of tennis ball cricket with the boys 
of the ITl Colony vfhere 1 lived. My 
first exposure to the leather ball was 
after I completed my tenth standard," 
recalls Prasad. 

With no specific inspiration to 
become a fast bowler Prasad adopted 
his old technique when he switched 


from the tennis ball to the leather ball. 
Neither did he follow any particular 
training programme till he joined the 
MRF Pace Foundation. "I became a 
complete bowler, did the right 
exercises and praaised the right 
techniques only at MRF. At MRF it 
was drilled into our heads that only 
practice makes a man perfect. 1 also 
learnt from the senior players of the 
state like Kirmani and Roger Binny. 
They not only helped me with my 
bowling, they gave me useful hints on 
keeping myself fit. The greatest lesson 
1 learnt from them is that the game of 
cricket is a process of continuous 
learning as every match and every 
situation is very different. And I 
believe that a good cricketer is one 
who gives his best on every occasion," 
states Prasad, 

But it was only in his late teens that 
he graduated to 'real' cricket. "I first 
started playing competitive cricket 
when 1 was in class XII. I then played 
for the Vijaya College junior team in 
'87. Then during the '88-'89 season,! 
played for the senior team and we 
came out as champitins in the South 
Zone. My first major achievement was 
a six-wicket haul against Madras 
University," says Prasad 
mattet-of-factly. 

He soon realised that his late entry 
into the game would have its 
drawbacks, and that he would have to 
prove himself at a very short notice. 
The determination to succeed was 
there in him and the stint at the MRF 
Foundation gave him a totally new 
outlook. He understood that he had it 
in him to make it to the top rungs in 
the game. He persevered, kept hoping 


and gave it all he had. 

Indian pace bowlers always faced a 
dearth of good fast pitches at home 
and Prasad was not an exception. For 
many it could be very disheartening 
but Prasad took it as a challenge and 
promised himself that he would 
succeed. Any tip given to him was 
stored away in his mental file to be 
used at an opportune moment. He 
was a very gcxid pupil and learnt the 
intricacies of the game quite fast. Yet 
he modestly claims that all he is today 
is because of the MRF Foundation, "1 
am very grateful to Lillee and T.A. 
Sekhar for ail the advice, facilities and 
encouragement that they have 
provided. Till Ijoined the Foundation, 
1 only bowled inswingers with an 
open-chested action. I now bowl 
more side-on and have also learnt to 
bowl the slower one and the 
outswingcr which I think is a very 
important weapon in the armoury of a 
fast bowler." 

With this learning process came a 
maturity and a very realistic attitude 
He understood fully that whatever 
happened, fiowever long it took him 
to get into the national squad he 
would have to keep his motivation at a 
constant high. He set goals for himself 
but only those that could be achieved. 
Prasad himself admits, "I motivate 
mysell before every match by setting a 
realistic target. It is likely that I may 
not achieve my goal in a particular 


Venkatesh Prasad, 
Bhupinder Singh (Sr) 
andPraskantVaidya 
have proved theimdves 
ta ke the bed fast 
bowlers imdielndkm 
4oanes^4drcuit. 
fheyarenowknoc^ng 
OH die doors iffTest 
itifdeet.Howiongda ; 
dteyhavetpwaU? 



KNOCK, 

KNOCK. 






VtiikitMh PruMl: M wicfcflti from 13 
nutcliM in the'83-'94 dofflostic Moton. 
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match. I do not get bogged down by 
disappointments but instead l(K)k 
forward to the next game with added 
enthusiasm." 

Always an optimist, Prasad knew 
that it was only a matter of time before 
he made it to the elite XI. Venkaicsh 
Prasad has finally arrived. Now it’s 
only a matter of sticking to his guns. 
From Ram Raj, Bangalore 


WHEN WILL HIS 
TIME COME? 


T hat Prashant Vaidya belongs 
to the 'Gentle Giant' mould of 
promising new fast bowlers is 
beyond any argument. An 
imposing height (6'3"), an equally 
impressive build and a fiery pace all 
adds up to make PV a terrifying 
proposition for any opposing 
batsmen. If you were to go by this 
season's statistics his fast medium 
stuff must have been the most hostile 
seen in domestic cricket for a long 
lime. If he is not the fastest Indian 
bowler at present, we must be having 
a Michael Holding or a Waqar Younis, 
hiding somewhere in the bushes 
refusing to get spotted! Yet Vaidya is 
the friendliest off the field. 

Fast bowlers, they say, more than 
anything else is a product of their 
environment. A 

sociologist-cum-cricket lover has 
reminded us time and again that 
almost invariably behind the rise of 
every fast bowler, there's a case of 
grave injustice, oppression or poverty 
somewhere down the line. According 
to this school of thought (a nd many 
fast bowlers have endorsed this), 
when a fast bowler runs in to send 
down his express stuff it’s not only 
aimed at the batsmen but is also a 
rebellion against the society. The red 
ball apparently is a symbolic gun used 
to shoot down people who had 
wronged him in the past. 

There have been exceptions of 
course. And Vaidya, for one, offers 
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Pratbant Vaidya; 53 wickets from 12 matches 
in ‘93-’94. Many eyebrows wore raised when 
he was not selected as the replacement 
for Prabhakar in New Zealand 

such an exception. He conies from a 
very well oil family in Nagpm and tor 
the lime being can't visualise a 
situation where he'll have to depend 
on cricket to make his ends meet No, 
the 26-year-old speedster isjiist 
obsessed with the Indian tap and will 
go to any lengths to earn that. 
According to well-informed sources, 
Vaidya has set himself a deadline, a 
lixed time frame (roughly two years 
Irom now). If, by that time, he tails to 
accomplish the goal, he will haiipily 
pursue his business intetests 
thereafter. 

Vaidya, a last season import thanks 
to an enterprising Bengal cricket 
official, Mr Samar Pal, is getting 
mcieastngly popular with the 
sporis-cra/y Calcuttans. Ttiere was 
almost a sigh of disbelief when 
Venkatesh Prasad and not Vaidya was 
sent to New Zealand to fill in lor the 
m|ure<l Mano) Ptahhakar. There were 
angry phone calls, and 'letteis to the 
editoi' came in tons. 


•Vit , 








Vaidya himsell is not very agreeable 
to this debate And he actually blushes 
il you told him that in the post-Kapil 
era, he is one ol the higli hopes of 
Indian cricket Kapil incidentally, has 
been his idol for all these years. Vaidya 
also tells you very enthusiastically 
how Kapil had guided him during the 
Indian team's camp, [irior to their 
departure lor Australia "He told me 


to keep my head steady while 
releasing the ball, and about the basics 
of fool work", he says "it was all very 
u eful." Another senior Indian 
cricketer who inspires him is Ravi 
Shastri. "I try to take a leaf out of 
Ravi's steely determination. It's 
tremendous," he added. And Shastri 
reciprocates the compliment, 
"Prashant has been bowling faster 
and faster in the season. He had 
some fitness problems in the past but 
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seemed to have sorted it out. That is a 
good sign." 

There is another gentleman who 
has helped Vaidya hone his talent and 
he ■ luiuld surely get his due. The man 
t oncemed is none other than 
teammate Chetan Sharma, “Chetan is 
a^iop class selfless motivator. 
Throughout the season he kept on 
pegging and encouraging me," says 
Vaidya. He admits freely how Chetan 
had guided him day in and day out at 
the nets. The strapping lad from 
Nagpur is humble enough to avoid 
discussions on 'his' personal efforts. 
It's only when you probe him that you 
get to know, that prior to the start trf 
the season, he underwent a very strict 
power training schedule with a 
childhood friend of his, who happens 
to be a body - builder. That has gone a 
long way towards strengthening his 
muscles and has improved his stamina 
to bowl a long spell. 

An youngster who took up cricket 
only when he was nineteen hasn't 
done badly at all you would've 
thought. Presently, he is trying to 
master the art of bowling inswingers 
with the old ball. There was a time in 
the early part of the nineties where 
despite his fiery pace, looked totally 
one-dimensional. He had only the 
inswingers and the occasional 
offeutters. 

The new-look Vaidya always has 
the batsman guessing. He has found 
back his stock delivery, the 
outswinger. The occasional short 
pitched ones coupled with a sudden 
outswinger from wide off the crease 
makes him a bit too hot for the 
batsmen to handle. 

But is he the best man to answer the 
million dollar query, 'After Kapil, 
who?' The answer is 'Yes' and 'no'. 
Yes, because Vaidya has the potential. 
And no, because A) Kapil Dev is a 
legend. The type who comes once in 
fifty years, you can succeed him, but 
you cannot replace him. B) Vaidya 
still has to show much more 
consistency, to merit such a discussion. 

Vaidya himself is quite aware of his 

Bbapiodar Shigfc (Sr): 51 wickatt m 11 
iMtchM in liwausM. But at a yaan 
af aga caa ba aatlaia Miatalf (or laag? 
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responsibilities. Matter of factly he 
says, "It's a very tough mantle. I don't 
think it's possible to replace Kapil Dev. 
We could only try and do justice to 
whatever little potential we have." 
From Gautam Bhattacharya, Bombay 


WHAT'S AGE GOT TO 
DO WITH IT? 


H e lacks the on-field 

aggression of a Dennis Lillee, 
Jeff Thompson, Sylvester 
Clarke or Colin Croft and 
his demeanour does not suggest that 
he does spout venom at opposing 
batsmen. In contrast, Punjab's latest 
last bowler Bhupinder Singh (Sr) is 
like Chaucer's knight, "parfit and 
gentle." But his genial behaviour 
belies his sustained hostility as a 
bowler He is the strong, silent Sikh 
who has worked overtime to come 
into the national reckoning as a fast 
bowler. 

Manmohan Sood, a former 
national selector considers Bhupindei 
as one of the fastest bowlers in India at 
(iresent. He feels that after Javagal 
Srinaih and Prashant Vaidya, 
Bhupinder is the fastest. Coaches in 
Delhi rate Bhupinder as a more 
(ornplete bowler than Venkatesh 
Prasad and more penetrative than 
Asliish Winston Zaidi, the other 
loiiienders for the fast bowling berth 
m the Indian team. Above all, 
Bhupinder who finished with a match 
haul of ten for 184 m the Irani Cup last 
year, is a thinking howler and is cast in 
the Manoj Prabhakar mould. 

Bhupinder's rise to stardom in 
cricket, is another instance where 
truth IS stranger than fiction. His 
father, Sardar Charan Singh played 
hockey foi the Kuwait national team 
and urged his son to take up the sport 
in which India were once world 
beaters. But Bhupinder, who hails 
from Hoshiarpur, had no liking for 
hockey and in his youth, played 
football, cricket and basketball. When 
he was given a hockey stick as a 
birthday present, he used it to play 
cricket. 


Ironically he made his debut as a 
batsman in inter-college matches, for 
DAY College, Amritsar. Bhupinder 
acknowledges that Swamy Talwar his 
coach at college was of great help in 
his formative years. He took to 
bowling by chance, a trundler at the 
nets. This enabled him bowl in 
inter-college matches. Soon, he was 
selected for inter-district matches for 
Amritsar. Skipper Deepak Chopra, 
asked Bhupinder to send down four of 
five overs and fake off the shine of the 
new ball so that the spinners could 
come on. Deepak Chopra's 
clairvoyant request helped Punjab 
gain a lion-hearted opening bowler. 

A diligent and serious cricketer, 
Bhupinder studied the bowling 
actions of other greats and took his 
bowling seriously. He spent hours at 
the nets developing his bowling 
without thinking of improving his 
batting, in three inter-districi 
matches, he took 21 wickets and was 
selected for Punjab in the North Zone 
Ranji trophy in 1986-87. At that time, 
Bhupinder had no inkling that he 
would be in contention for the Indian 
team. He just wanted to cement his 
place m the Punjab Ranji trophy team. 

He made his debut in 1987-88 
against Delhi. His best performance 
that season was six wickets against 
Tamil Nadu at Madras. Yet, during the 
1980s, Bhupinder was in and out of 
the Punjab team. He struggled to 
establish himself in the Punjab learn. 
Bhupinder admits, "Maybe I was 
unable to cope with the pressiiies of 
Ranji trophy cricket." 

Asa fast bowler also, his repertoire 
was limited. He had a devastating 
break back, a huge mswingcr but 
lacked variety. Hard work at the nets 
and advice from Bishen siiigh Bedi 
enabled him to improve as a fast 
bowler and develon a lethal 
outswinger. At the start of this decade, 
there was no deaf h of fast bowlers 
from the North Zone. Besides 
established Test stars Kapil Dev, 

Chetan Sharrna and Manoj 
Prabhakar, there were also Sanjeev 
Sharrna and Atul Wasson from Delhi. 
So Bhupinder, in spite of picking up 
the wickets, never got selected for the 


Duleep trophy team. 

The metamorphosis in his life was 
the 1992-93 Ranji trophy season. 
Punjab won the national title and 
Bhupinder was the star, with 36 
wickets. His line of attack was on or 
outside the off-stump. Bhupinder had 
established himself as a thinking 
bowler, who maintained a consistent 
line and relied on movement, to beat 
the batsmen. Bhupinder says, "Tips 
from Madan Lai, Desh Prem Azad, 
Manoj Prabhakar and Bishen Bedi 
helped me become a complete fast 
bowler." After such a performance, he 
starred with the North Zone team in 
the new format of the Duleep trophy 
last season. It was only a matter of 
time before the national selectors lOok 
notice. 

He is 28 years old but is very la. 

With maturity, his temperament has 
improved. Also, he is a tiseful batsman 
and an asset to a one-day team. No 
longer is he the shy and diffident 
player as he was when he made his 
debut. Instead, he is a confident 
cricketer who gets immense 
satisfaction in beating the batsmen. 

There is a certain Scrooge or 
Shylock-like meanness in his 
temperament which makes him hate 
conceding runs off his own bowling. 

"1 hate bowling a half volley as it 
means giving away runs," states 
Singh. He admires Kapil Dev and says 
bowling on placid wickets is a 
challenge. Punjab's skipper 
Gurcharan Singh always maintained 
that even if the scorebtiard read 200 
for no loss, Bhupinder Singh would 
still bowl his heart out. An optimist, 
he feels his time will come to be 
selected lor the Indian cricket team. 

An ideal team-man and an 
indefatigable cricketer, Bhtipinder 
works as an Inspector in Customs and 
Excise in Chandigarh. He is a sincere 
worker and makes up for lost time on 
the cricket field by burning the 
midnight oil to ctimplcte office work. 
So, by an ironic twist of fortune, 
Bhupinder who started off as an 
opening batsman is in the national 
limelight as an opening bowler. 

From Novy Kapadia, New Delhi 
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^ BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE, NEW DELHI 


O NE could not help but look up at 
Ramanathan Krishnan, who was 
sitting in the press box, when 
Zceshan Ali and Jim Courier were 
warming up for the first Davis Cup singles 
between India and the U.S.A. 

The Indian tennis maestro of yesteryears 
was in the area earmarked for the scribes, 
courtesy the fact that he himself was penning 
down his thoughts and opinions for one of the 
daily newspapers in Delhi. However, in 
certain exclusive ways, fie was different from 
the rest of us, who were carrying out our 
professional duties.. 

On Krishnan Sot's lap was a stack of 
invitation cards that were issued to him by 
people who mattered. But that was not the 
only reason for his exclusivity. Tfie empty seat 
to his right, housed a pile of autograph books 
that were slanted to accommodate his 
right-handed pensmanship, and every now 
and then, a reporter would climb up to him, 
bow his head in obeisance and cajole him to 
part with one pearl of his wisdom. It was a gift 
that Krishnan Snr. handed down with equal 
magnanimity, while at the same time he was 
content to sit in his own little hail of fame. 

But yet he kmked a trifle uncomfortable 
and frustrated. The reason for that being 



FUTURE 

TENSE? 


The Indian Davis Cup 
squad may have lost to 
the Americans, but they 
retained their dignity. 
It is now time to 
prepare for the future 
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rather simple. The tie was underway and 
Zeeshan Ali was not sti*.king to his basic game 
of serve and vollvy. Worse still, he was 
indulging .liin Courier in baseline rallies, a 
tactic that was equal to committing suicide. 
Krishnan's normally impassive face was 
cloaked with dismay and every time a point 
Was lost, he seemed to know why. 

Perhaps Zeeshan Ali did too, but it seems as 
if he was at pains to find a remedy. The painful 
process of rebuilding the Indian Davis Cup 
squad was underway. 

There was a time not too long ago when 
Zeeshan Ali was jtrojected as a phenomenon. 
Scouts said that he would provide a whole 
new dimension to Indian tennis. He was an 
arsenal unto himself. "When he's 21,22," 
critics said, "People will sit back back and 
marvel at this guy." 


He's 24. People sit hack now... and wonder. 
Not at his talent. But what has remained of it. 
After over five years of the quietest kind of 
stardom, Ali has yet to re-invent his game. 
Sure there are the occasional doses of 
appreciation, but sadly, nobody marvels. 

Time has stood still for Ali and there is a piece 
of him that is noi alive. 

But then again, time will stand still for 
Indian tennis if efforts to revive it out of its 
coma are not made. There are some believers 
who might venture to scoff at these 
statements by arguing that the Indian Davis 
Cup squad actually managed to win three sets 
off the Americans. If that is taken as a 
barometer for relative success, then the end is 
not too far away. On the flip side, however, 
the following argument also holds true: the 
Americans have got one of the finest records 


India's Davit Cup fortunes 
now rest oji die young 
shoulders of Leander Pees 
(Inftl 

Jim Courier (rigbtl cerries 
with him some heavy 
psychic baggage 
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Tom Gullikson copes with 
the 'problem of plenty'... 


in Davis Cup history—winning the Cup 30 
times—and added to that is the fact that they 
possess enormous reservoirs of tennis talent. 

If one were to look at their performance 
objectively, then the realisation would dawn 
upon us that if they were to send even their 
third string of players to play Davis Cup in 
India, the visitors would have still won the tie. 

Another observation that speaks volumes 
for their depth in tennis talent is the fact that 
Todd Martin, who is currently ranked ninth ‘ 
on the ATP list and who had a fairly decent 
tennis induction against India, will in all 
probability not be playing the lie against the 
Netherlands. And Martin is realistic enough to 
admit that, "Pete (Sampras) will probably go 
in my place." It will not be an exaggeration to 
say that the Americans have players lor all 
conditions and for all surfaces. 

So where does all this leave the Indian 
squad? Right at the bottom of the ladder, both 
by virtue of their performances and their 
capabilities. After being a part of the premier 
world group by virtue of some fairy tale tennis 
last year, the Indian squad is currently in the 
process of rebuilding itself. With Ramesh 
Krishnan and Naresh Kumar finally deciding 
that they had nothing more to offer to the 
game—thanks mainly to the authorities who 


helped make up their mind (or them—^the : 

new captain, Jaideep Mukherjea now lias the 
insurmountable task of polishing up 
whatever talent he has at his disposal. The key 
to success now lies in the rapid and positive 
development of the young hopefuls. And it is 
only through their efforts that the door to the 
future can be opened. It is then perhaps that 
we can participate in the wholesale rejeaion 
of traditional values. 

As opposed to his counterpart Tom 
Gullikson, Mukherjea is not wrestling with 
the 'problem of plenty' and to make matters 
worse for him, his team for the future has 
little or no international experience. 

None of the current players in the present 
Davis Cup squad—barring Paes—are finding 
it easy to fund their trips abroad. The AITA has 
recently excused itself with the argument that 
by playing for the country the players are 
making a lot of money, therefore the AITA's 
attention would naturally be focused on those 
that arc not so privileged. Without 
international exposure, the team cannot hope 
to climb up to current international standards 
of rnatchplay. Zeeshan All's post-match 
statement could put this argument at rest, "I 
am not used to playing tennis at such pace and 
power (against Courier). And since I have not 



bfcn tf)tally exposed to power tennis for quite 
a wliilc, 1 could not cope with it.” 

I T would be ridiculous to suggest or even 
hint at the lact that the AITA has not earned 
enough profits from this tie. What with novel 
concepts like corporate boxes and hospitality 
tents being devised and brought forward to 
the Indian public for the first time Did the 
AITA put these ideas into action as a 
profit-making venture or did they do it just to 
impress the Americans? If money has been 
made through these novel concepts, then 
why not channelise a part of it for player 
development? Especially now that some signs 
of promise have been shown by this rag-tag 
team. 

Gaurav Natekar would prove to be an apt 
illustration for the above statement. Playing 
in his first live Davis Cup rubber, Natekar 
showed and proved to an 
extent that perhaps there is hope for the 
future. And in doing so, Nataker refuted all 
claims made by the critics that ranged from 
difference in rankings, lack of sufficient 
matchplay and dwindling standards. He made 
up for all these drawbacks by showing that he 
had a lot of heart. And often it is this quality 
that wins matches in the Davis Cup. Though 


the Americanulived up to their billing of being 
the world's top doubles teams, Natekar was 
clearly the better individual player on court. 
He didn't play great..he just played honest 
tennis. 

And in l.eander Paes, Natekar found his 
ideal partner. The two ol them did everything 
that Renebergand McEnroe did, sometimes 
even better. And although m the end, the 
scoreline told a dilferent story, it did not take 
away anything from the effort that the boys 
had put in One would not be stepping out ol 
boutids in assessing that the Indian public has 
found a new heroin Gaurav Natekar. It is now 
upto him to seize the opportunity and prolong 
his love affair with the public. "Nobody will 
believe me when 1 say that 1 played my normal 
game today,” said Natekar grinning from ear 
to ear.” I didn't <fo anything extraordinary. 1 
just played within my limits. As a matter of 
fact. I'm glad I got a berth in the doubles team, 
as 1 had a feeling that 1 would not be able to 
play in the singles.” 

Natekar may have been the hero of the 
doubles match. But—and this is happening 
with increasing regularity—from India's 
point of view, the tic had only one hero: 
Leander Paes. Paes' feats in the Davis Cup will 
soon be recalled, replayed and revisited in 


BASHBI HAHI DAS 



...while Jaitfeep 
Mukherjeabat the 
daunting tktk of building a 
team from (cratch 
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Richay Rambarg (lafi) and 
Patrick McCnroa tuivivad 
toma anxioin momants in 
iha doublat 


memory for as long as there is a racket to 
knock the fuzz out of a tennis ball. Therein lies 
Paes' fame. Ironically, therein also lies his 
downfall. 

Not for anything else but for the fact that 
everytime he steps on to the court he carrit's 
with him the hopes and aspirations of over 
800 million people, who expect him to play 
his heart out and win...almost always at the 
end of it. Perhaps it is unfair to expect so much 
out of one person, simply because it requires 
enormous reserves of skill and fitness to play 
in all three days of a Davis Cup tie. Times 
without number have we seen Paes standing 
on the burning deck. 

If only... 

If tinly they gave ATP points for playing in 
the Davis Cup. 


I NSPIRED performances seems to have 
become Pat*s' copyright as far as Davis 
Cup play is concerned. But one needs to have 
more than )ust inspiration to beat the likes of 
.Imi Courier and Todd Martin. Mere spirit will 
not do, because they have that too., and 


everything else 

Courier may not have played iipto par as 
the first singles was concerned but even that 
was enough to beat Zeeshan All. There are 
perhaps a lot of players on the tour who are 
bigger and fitter than Courier. His size seems 
to indicate that he isn't the runaway 
locomotive who could blast people out of the 
way. So what is he? He is a man with a vision 
and all hts plus points come from that. 

Courier did not sidestep his way to become . 
what he is today. The pirouette is not amongst 
his favourite moves. He reached his goals by 
walking up the ladder leaving the bodies of 
those who obstructed him along the way. 
Perhaps no tennis player ever brings to the 
ring so palpable an aura of menace. He 
hammers out danger, he hammers out 
warnings and he carries with him some heavy 
psychic baggage. 

Todd Martin in contrast to Ci'utier is not an 
exciting player. He, however, has the hands of 
a craftsman. The only thing charismatic about 
his game is his all-couri play, lashing 
groundstrokes, a 120 mph serve and 
sprawling net coverage. With his imposing 
wingspan, Martin swoops down on the net 
like a pterodactyl. 

If the mannerly Martin has anything that 
resembles a wild side, it is his passion for 
pocket billiards. Whenever he goes home to 
Lansing, Mich, he visits Pockets, a pool hall 
where he enters tournaments to see how he 
shapes uj). "I get more nervous in that than in 
playing tennis," he said. And this proved true 
barring minor lapses in concentration during 
his singles against Paes. 

There is no doubt that the Indian tennis 
team have learnt a couple of important 
lessons while at the same time, managing to 
hold on to their dignity. The new team may 
stumble upon some unforeseen barriers along 
the way, but as long as they show a genuine 
sense of purpose and dedication, nobody can 
criticise them for their honest efforts. 
Togeiherness is important and so is an 
atmosphere which is conducive to playing 
tennis in the country or out of it. As Paes 
opines, "You can't brood anymore about 
Ramesh not playing and Naresh not playing. 

We have to worry about the future. What is 
important is the effort that we put in... an 
honest effort. Our growth as a team is 
important and we need to set an example for 
the others." 

And that perhaps could be the only 
difference between winning and losing. ■ 
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Baichung Bhutia is a mere 
teenager from Sikkim. Yet in 
a short span of time he has 
made a resounding impact 
in Indian football 


By NOW KAPADIA& SUB HASH SARCAR j 


I T is oilfii sold llioi "hisiory is itiode more 
l>y aceideni ilioii design." This aphoiisin 
could aptly apply to the iliscovery and 
emergence ot the precocious leenoged 
looihaller, Raichimg HIniiia. A chance 


encounter between the Chief Minister of 
Sikkim and an official of the Sports Authority 
of India (SAl) led to the inclusion of the Tashi 
Namgyal Academy in Gangtok as an aided 
school in the National Sports Talent Contest 
(NSTC) scheme in 1985-86. It was this 
illustrious public school at Gangtok, which 
was not only Baichung BhutiaT almatiicHer 
but shaped and nurtured his prodigious 
football taletits. Baichung was amongst the 
first batch of 12 boys to join the TNA as part of 
the NSTC scheme. He was selected cm the 
basis ol a trial. 

In 1986, the trials for the Eastern States for 
the NSTC scheme were field in Calcutta. 
Sikkim sent a small batch ot 35 cliildren lor 
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seleaion, including 16 footballers. The 
selection committee for football included 
several legends of the maidan like P.K. 
Banerjee, Chuni Goswami, Aroon Ghosh, 
Mewalal and Sailen Manna. It was P.K. 
Banerjee who spotted the sheer enthusiasm 
and spry skills of this wispy and cheerful 
youngster. Baichung was selected to join the 
NSTC scheme. 

His family now had a Hamlet-like dilemma. 
Should they send their nine-year-old son to 
join a fledgling scheme in an unfamiliar 
atmosphere at a distant boarding school? 

Baichung, because of his overwhelming 
passion for the game, was willing to go 
any where. Already, he had been dreaming of 
. a football career. However, his mother was 
I reluctant to let him join the TNA She finally 
j relented, as it was pointed out to her that the 
school was in Gangtok, in their own state. 

"Initially, my mother was opposed to the 
idea of sending me to the Gangtok school, 
which she thought was far away from home. 
She said that I was just a kid and the youngest 
j among the three sons. But my father was more 
sporting . fie didn't want to discourage 
me from joining the academy as I could 
concentrate on both football and studies. 
However, he expects me to continue to study 
hard and accomplish something in academics, 
besides playing football," said 
Baichung Bluitia, sitting in his flat provided by 
East Bengal club in the Lake Town area, 
which is a few knis. from the Calcutta airport. 

"But in 1987,1 was called by the Tata Football 
Academy lor a trial but my parents rejected 
the olfer straightaway," reminiscences Bhutia, 
".Jamshedpur was too far away from home. 

So the only option left was to remain with 
Tashi Namgyal Academy " 

At TNA, young Baichung received his first 
formal coaching in football. His obvious 
talents were expertly honed by Manesh 
Chakraboriy, SAl's football coach who joined 
TNA that year. During the mid-Eighties, SAl 
spent Rs. 18,000 per annum on each NSTC 
child. Of this amount, Rs.7,500 was on food, 
Rs.2,000on a sports kit and a considerable 
amount on tuition fees. Principal S. Sharma, a 
former master in the renowned Doon School 
at Dehra Doon believed in the Platonic ideal of 
a 'sound body and a sound mind.' So he 
encouraged Baichung's love for football. 

The boarding school experience toughened 

Former intoraotional SurajH Sengupia bos o ebat wHh 
^ V 5*'***'' Sikkimooo player bad a iraiaing atiM 

‘ ■ N under him at a camp in Gangtok 
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Ironically, 27 years ago, in 1966, East 
Bengal had signed another frail, gutsy and 
short -statured teenager on the basis of sheer • 
potential. That pesky youngster from 
Hyderabad went on to become the 
uncrowned king ol the maidan. He was none 
other than Mohammed Habib or Bade Mian 
as he was popularly known. East Bengal will 
keep their fingers crossed that Baichung 
Bhtitia will become another Habib. 

There are many parallels; the same fearless 
approach, the boundless energy, the vision, 
the quicksilver mobility and the slick passing. 
Watching him play in the Durand 
tournament at Delhi last year, experienced 
Czech coach Jiri Pesek felt that Bhutia was 
very talented but hoped that he would grow 
taller and stronger to succeed in international 
football. 

In fact, in his opening season in Calcutta 
football, Baichung has made as great an 


impact as Habib did in 1966. In his very first 
match for East Bengal, coming in as a 
substitute, in an All-Airlines tournament 
league match against Victoria Sporting of 
Bangladesh, Baichung had the crowd in 
raptures with an exquisite goal. Through 
sheer speed and deft lootwork, he left the 
defenders bemused and scored <tff 
a brilliant solo ellort 

Eighteen days later, on April 20, in a 
Federation Cup quarter-final league match, 
he showed great presence of mind to score a 
delectable match-winner vs Southern 
Railway. Following a 

corner kick, he gently lobbed the ball over an 
advancing goalkeeper into the net In spite of 
these early successes, coach Shyamal Ghosh 
used Bhutia sparingly. However, the former 
praised Bhulia's positive attitude, diligence in 
practice and willingness to experiment. 

When East Bengal annexed the '91 Durand 
tournament the 17-vear-old wonderboy Irom 
Sikkim became the youngest player to be on 
the winning side in a Durand Cup final. 

The previous youngest was Mohammed 
Habib, who was 18-years.-olc1 in 1967, when 
Fast Bengal beat BNR, 1 -0 m the linal. Habib, 
however, still holds the distinction ol being 
the youngest to score in a Durand final. 

In his lirsi appearance in the Durand Cup 
this year, Baichung provided a most 
memorable goal in the semi-finals against the 
rugged BSF.ln the closing minutes of 
extra-time, Bhutia scored the decisive goal 
with a stunning, reverse kick in mid-air, 
reminiscent of a Pele or a Shyam Thapa. Many 
termed it as the goal of the decade at the 
Ambedkar stadium. 

Meanwhile, his sterling performances in the 
last season has earned him a double 
promotion in the national team. From the 
sub-junior national team (under-16 years), 
he has been promoted to the under-21 
team for this year's Rajiv Gandhi 
international tournament at Hyderabad, 
Baichung has achieved this feat without 
having played for the junior national team 
(under-19 years). 

Though already a pin-up boy, he has yet to 
acquire tlie aloofness and mannerisms of a 
superstar. He still has the 7.est for life and an 
infectious enthusiasm. For example: he 
received Rs. 5,000 for being one of the five best 
players in Durand '93. When asked what he 
would do with the money, Bhutia replied, 
with an impish grin,"We are going to Hong 
Kong next week (Asian Cuji Winners' Cup, 
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quarter-final 2nd leg) and there is a lot of 
shopping to be done there " Baiduing Bhutia 
treats liie, like the way he plays his football: he 
lives it to the full. Bhutia is a spendthrift. 
There is no doubt about that. And perhaps if 
his dub does raise the money he'll be too glad 
to accept, as he feels the amount is inadequate. 

Though still developing, his style of play is 
reminiscent of two great past masters, the 
bustling involvement of Habib and the 
predatory skills of Shyam Thapa. Like these 
two 'little masters', he can conjure goals 


having dillictilty in adjusting to the humid 
conditions of Calcutta. Cornittg down from 
the hills, to face the heat ts really taxing and 
exhausting. I, in fact, had to develop a lot 
more stamina. This is one reason why otir 
coach did not want me to play full matches. I 
am still working on my stamina." 

"Bui this year, 1 have adapted to the 
Calcutta crowds and conditions," says Bhtitia, 
"But personally 1 feel 1 can give more to the 
game. I have played about 40 percent of my 
ability till now. Surely I can perform better 


How Tashi Namgyal Academy Became An NSTC School 


T ub story began way back in 1985, when 
officials of tlte Sports Anthori^ of India 
(SAl) scoured fhe North-Bast to select 
suitable schools for the National -Sport 
Talent Contest (NSTC) scheme. Tht 
criteria lor selection was stiff. The chosen 
school should possess adequate playing 
«fields and a httslel lor children from 
different Mates to resttie. At Cangtok, TNA 
fitted the bill adequately. The only hitch 
was the customary procrastiiiatir1ji.by the 
bureaucrats of the Sikkim government 
After a friisirating delay in which files 
did not move,,a SAI official, MrO.P 
Bhaua took the ultimate plunge: a meeting 
with the all-powerlul Chief ItHmister of 
Sikkim, MrNarbahadtirBhandari. Mr 
Bhatia went for the daily ^urbar at the 
Chiel Minister's house. The usual crowds 
had assembled there, petitioning for 
favcMirs. The CM, noticing a 
non-Sikkimese waiting in tlie diobar 
approached the stranger and asked him 
what he wanted. Seizing ih^ opporiuniiy, 
Mr Bhatia spoke in iheTocal dialect and 
said, "Would you mind if I had a Rakshi 
(drink) with you?" The official knew 
the Nepalese dialect, as earlier, he had 


served m tfie Army with the Gorkha 
regiments and had heen posted in the 
region , 

Overdrinks, Mr Bhatia explained the 
scheme to the Sikkim Chiel Mimsfer. Mr ' 
N^rbahadur Bhandari ajiproved of the idea 
and set the liall i-olling. The education 
secietary, MfflP'radhan.delivered the letter 
of acceptance next morning.' 

TNA was accepted as an adtipied school 
in the NSTC scheny Being a school in a 
hilly regioti, they got a one-time gram ol 
Rs. 7 5 lakhs. SAI figures reveal that iltt* 
actual atuuimt given, according to 
requirements, was Rs. 7.2 lakhs. With the 
inoney, they built a 'retaining wall' to 
prevent a landslideTrom the nearby hills 
and extended the luoiball ground. Later, 
the Sikkim Government also gave a 
matching gram whuh the school uM*d to 
construct a 25-pictre swimming pool and 
an indoor table tenqis hall. So far, 45 
students in the NSTCVhente in football, 
long-distance running apd table tennis 
have been admitted to TNA. However in 
these eight years, the ")ewei in the crown" 
•hasbeen BaichtingBhviiia. 

Ncjvy Kapartia V 


almost from nowhere. This makes him a rare 
talent. If he can have as illustrious a career as 
eitlier Habib or Shyam Thapa, it augurs well 
for Indian football. 

So far, in national level football, he has 
done remarkably well. Or as Bhutia says, "To 
put it simply, I played in six tournaments lor 
my club and actually scored goals in all the six. 
However, in the Super Division League, 1 
could play only in the return league because 
most of the time I was in the camps. Since f 
was not a regular, my coach fielded me in the 
second half. Frankly, in the early stages, 1 was 


My one big drawback is that although I have 
the confidentc, I don't have the will power. 1 
just want someone to work liard on me. 
Someone to force me to play.. ” 

Bhutia stops talking. He looks pensive this 
hot morning in March. It is silent outside in 
this residential colony. Through the window, 
you can hear the cawing of the crows. This is a 
sweet 17-year-old, who misses the Sikkimese 
food of momos and thukpas, who misses his 
home town friends, but who, through his 
developing talent, is on his way to becoming 
one of India's great football players. • 





"In the early 
stages, I was 
having 
difficulty in 
adjusting to the 
humid 

conditions of 
Calcutta. 
Coming down 
from the hills, 
to face the heat 
is really taxing 
and 

exhausting. I, 
in fact, had to 
develop a lot 
more stamina" 






F or a Welshman, Colin 

Jackson is unsung. Despite 
his World, European, and 
Commonwealth titles and 
onc-and-half world records, the 
British voting public still put Jackson 
behind Linford Christie, Sally Gunnell 
and Nigel Mansell in a poll of the 
nation's sporting heroes. 

And recently, Jackson hit 
superlative form when he achieved 
the rare unitpie double in the 60m and 
60m hurdles at the European Indoor 
Championships at Paris recently. 
Success could see Jackson, at last, 
racing out of the shadows. 

Jackson is so good at what he does 
best, sprint hurdling, that it is now 
almost embarrassing to watch others 
trying to compete with him. 

Jackson has reached a level of 
excellence in his event, where now it 
is not a question of whether he will 
win, but by how much. He seems 
unable to go any slower than 





JACKSON 


AINT BAD! 


World Champion COLIN JACKSON recently stunned the athletics 
world when he won the twin events of the 60m and 60m hurdles at 
the European Indoor Championships. At 27, he is now racing at a 
level of his own, with no competition to match him. He is now on 
course to become one of the greats 





ncar-record speed. Even after being 
taken ill recently, he was able to 
return to competition in San 
Sebastian, Spain, and win in 7.46 sec. 

It is not as if hurdling is an easy skill; 
the barriers are 3ft 6 in higli—try 
leaping a high-backed chair at home. 
Jackson does that without breaking 
stride, five times in an indoor race, 10 
times over 110 metres outside, yet 
always preserving the balletic grace 
and poise which he has brought to the 
event since winning the silver medal 
at the 1985 European junior 
championships. 

After that, and in spite of his own 
golds at the following year's world 
junior championships, in various 
European Cup finals and in the 1990 
European championships and 
Commonwealth Games, Jackson 


His grsatsst momsirt: Jackson with tbs British 
flag, attar ha won tho IIBm burdlos at ths 
World Championships in Stuttgart 

struggled to clinch aworld or Olympic 
title, until last year. His defeats in the 
1991 WorldChampionships and the 
Barcelona Olympics were 
disappointments which weighed him 
down like two over-filled suitcases. 

He had carried the "nearly" tag for so 
long that some were suspecting that 
the reverse side of the label bore the 
legend "choker." 

Jackson disproved that, doubly, in 
.Stuttgart last September by winning 
the 110m hurdles at the World 
Championships in a world-record 
12.91 sec. The release was intense. "It 
was incredible, that emotion. That all 
came out naturally. I had never seen 
myself react like that. I wanted it 
badly," Jackson said shortly after 
Stuttgart. 


It is not as if 
hurdling is an easy 
skill: the barriers 
are 3ft 6 in 
high—^try leaping a 
high-backed chair 
at home Jackson 
does that without 
breaking stride,, 
five times in an 
indoor race, 10 
times over 110m 
outside, yet always 
preserving the 
balletic grace and 
poise which he has 
brought to 
the event 
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He did not see that run as the perfect 
race. He is his own fiercest critic, often 
drifting off into detailed dissections of 
his technique, although now, as he 
suggested after racing in Birmingham, 
he is beginning to recognise the mists 
of bafflement that drift across people's 
faces when he delves into his 
analytical mode: "...and my pelvis was 
tilting at the wrong angle, and... nah, 
you don't want to hear about that. 

"People wouldn't have seen it 
watching on television. You have to 
feel it. My limbs were working as 
individuals, not as one. You have to 
keep full control." 

From the blocks, Jackson has no 
peer; it is in the last third of the race 
that he must learn to sprint f'm ugh 
the line rather than throw himself at 
it, as he usually does off the final 
hurdle; "I'll be trying to work out the 
technical differences between the flat 
and the hurdles." 

Despite his own champion stature, 
Jackson seems permanently in awe of 
the achievements of others. After he 
won the world title last year, he was 
still grappling with the prospect of 
being No 1; "I remember developing 
as an athlete and looking up to world 
record-holders and having a 
completely different view of them. I 
didn't put myself in the same position 
as them. 

"I don't put myself in the same 
league because I've always looked up 
to them. You don't dream of yourself, 
you dream of being other people and 
achieving what they have achieved. 
Once it happens to you, it's not a 
dream any more." 

Waking up to reality is making 
Jackson covet his new-found status: 
"When you have had years and years 
of trying to knock other people off the 
top, when it finally comes to you, you 
make the best of it. You want to stay 
there as long as possible. 

"1 reckon, at 27, I've maybe five or 
six more years at the lop before some 
younger guy comes along and knocks 
me off." ■ 

Steven Downes 

Counesy lts«Tirnes 



Presumed 

Innocent 
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Was Miandad dropped 
on grounds of 
form? MOHAMMAD 
ARSLAN^s 
arguments backed 
by relevant statistics 
show otherwise 


^ AKIST AN possesses a long history ol 
handing oil! shabby irealrneni to its 
supeistars once their prime lias 
passed. The various BCCP setups bad 
always tried to belittle iheir star performers. 
Many great landmarks have been missed by 
individuals who fiave had dillerences with 
the men in power. The cases of Hand 
Mohammad, Saeed Ahmed and Majid Khan 
are still fresh in tfie memory of cricket fans. 
The most recent victim of this political 
chopping is none other than .Javed Miandad. 

Hanif Mohammad was only 34 years old 
and just 85 runs away from becoming 
Pakistan's lirst batsman to cross the coveted 
4000-run.s mark, when he was dropped from 
the side. Few years latet, it was the turn of 
Saeed Ahmed to face the tiring squad when 
only nine runs away from the 300()-runs tally. 
Majid Khan crossed Hanif Mohammad's then 
record tally of 391 5 but ended up with 39 51 
runs to his credit. Similarly off-spinner 
Tauseef Ahmed remains a handful number of 
victims away from achieving t he 100-wickets 
distinction. 

The case of .laved Miandad, similarly is 
beyond comprehension and defies any logic. 

If the third highest run-getter-ever in the 
history of Test cricket is not good enough to 
get a place in the Nev/ Zealand bound squad, 
then nobcKly is. True that ovt*r the last few 
years Miandad has been plagued by fitness 
problems but rarely has he become a burden 
on the team. Even a hall-fit Javed is capable of 
scoring in a more prolific fashion than any of 
the young lions. Javed's bad-patch is better 
than any other batsman's purple patch. 

A score in the 30s or 40s is considered a 
failure by Javed's standards whereas the same 






number of runs made 
by other batsmen 
indicate their 




PAKISTANI BATSMEN IN POST-WORLD CUP TESTS 


class' and augurs 
well lor the future 

PLAYERS 

T 

I 

NO 

Runs 

Avge 

lOOs 

50s 

ol Pakistan's cricket. 

1 IcU t'tl MiaiKlciJ 

i: 

20 

3 

7 5 1 

•to l.| 

1 

• 

A lot of 

1 AamirSohail 

11 

21 

1 

640 

32.00 

1 

3 

hype is being build 

1 Asif Mujtaba 

12 

21 

4 

591 

.34.76 

- 

7 

up these days 

Saleem Malik 

6 

10 

2 

502 

62.75 

I 

3 

about the strength of 

I Inzamamul Haq 

11 

18 

2 

499 

31.18 

1 

2 

Pakistan batting. The 

Rameez Raja 

9 

16 

1 

406 

27.06 

- 

3 

inability of Saleem ! 

Basit Ali 

6 

10 

1 

365 

40.55 


2 

Malik and | 

Shoaib Mohammad 

4 

6 

1 

2 54 

46.80 

- 
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Saeed Anwar to I 

hreakthrousb into I PAKISTA 

tlie Test line-up |- 

during the ! 

Zimbabwe I- 

series is being In/amamul Haq 

cited as tlie prime ? Rameez. Ra|a _ 

example ol the I QQQ2||n|lffl||QH||||[ 

sudden elevation | Asif Mujtaba 

m our batting I Saeed Anwar 

standards Players i AamirSohail 

like In/amamul I ‘iaieem Malik 

Haq, Aamii J Basit All 

Sobail, Basit All i 

ui even the new ' .. 

skipitei Saleem Malik and his deputy Asil 
Miijiaba are yet to exhibit the kind ol 
lonsisient form expected from world class 
batsmen None ol the above were able to take 
a century ol Zimbabwe's mexpeiienced attack 
III the recently concluded home series. 

laved Miandad is only a few steps away liom 
irossing the elusive 10,000 Test-runs 
Depriving him ol three Test matches in the 
countiy where he possesses an nn ledible 
resold IS ctiminal. On the generally slow and 
seaming wickets, a grafter of runs like Javed 
,Miandad tan be exjiected to score more than 
any flashing young gun. 

A lot has also been said about Javed'slack of 
form and fitness in the post-World Cup period 
during which he has also been removed from 
thenaiic'nal captaincy. Howevci his statistics 
tell an entirely different story .laved has 
scored more runs in Test matches and one 
dayers put together than any other Pakistani. 
Hisxombined tally of 1603 runs in 'lests and 
one day matches (where all post World Cup 
games were taken into account) is 29 runs 
clear ol Inzamamul Haq. 

This clearly shows Javed's superiority and 
high standing in a period when he was 
supposed to be suffering from a lack of form. 

In the post-World Cup days, Pakistan has 
appeared in 12 Tests, five in England, one in 


PAKISTANI BATSMEN IN POST-WORLD CUP ONE-DAYERS 

M I NO Runs Avge 100s 






New Zealand, three in the West Indies and 
three at home against Zimbabwe .laved has 
emerged as the leading run-getter in these 
Tests, albeit at a lower average than what has 
been his standard throughout his illustrious 
careei. 

Still .taved's 'lowly' average of 40.61 is what 
his all other teammates hope to match and so 
far it has eluded a majority of them. In the 
one-dayers too, Javed is placed third in terms 
of riiiis. If these figures are not good enough 
then the selectors must define the criteria for 
selection. ■ 


Miandsd's figures amply 
portray his class 


COURTESY THE PAKISTAN 
CHICKtIER 
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B razil, in spite of hiccups 
like losing to Bolivia in the 
qualifying matches still 
remain the bookmakers 
favourites for World Cup USA '94. 
They arc still the most atlrartive team 
in the world. In most countries of the 
world, especially India, neutral fans 
consider Brazil the right choice, in 
terms of flair, entertainment, skill and 
exciting goals. Brazil has an endless 
reservoir ol talented players. Still they 
j have not won the World Cup, since 
that glorious display by Peic, 
Jairzinho, Rivelino, Tostao, skipper 
Gerson and others in 1970 at Mexico. 

Can Brazil be World Cup 
champions again at USA this 
summer? Defence,rhe Achilles heel' 
of the highly-talented 1982 Brazilian 
squad, is no problem this time. The 
!,'■ Brazilian back four has both 
experience and talent. In fact, for 
once, the Brazilian manager Carlos 
Alberta Parreira has a wealth of choice 
in the defence. Unlike his predecessor, 
' Lazaroni in the 1 ‘>90 World Cup, 
Parreira will not use the 
ultra-defensive sweeper system. He 
^ ' has opted for the flat back four and has 
a variety of players to chrrose from. 

For central defenders he can choose 
i from Ricardo Gomes of Paris St. 

M Germain, Ricardo Rocha who 
Ji returned to local club Vasco da Gama, 
after a stint with Real Madrid, Mozer 
A of Marseille, Cafu of Sao Paulo,a 
€ defendcr-cum-midfielder and Marcio 
Santos. Twenty -nine-year-old 
full-back Jorginho of Bayern Munich, 
rated as the best in the world in that 
particular position is the obvious 
right-back. The talented Claudio 
Ibrahim Vaz Leal popularly known as 
Branco, the much travelled full-back, 
is a certainty as left-back. None of the 
other twenty-three teams in the 
World Cup has such high quality 
defenders. Fortunately, Brazil this 
time even has quality goalkeepers. 
Parreira's choice is 
otwenty-seven-year-old Claudio 
5 Andre Taffarel in spite of some shaky 
§ performances, including the error 
5 which led to the defeat against Bolivia 
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last year. Taffarel's position may be in 
doubt, as he has not regularly played 
club football in Serie A, in Italy for his 
club Parma, which has a surplus of 
foreign players. 

For decades, Brazil has produced 
exciting strikers and wingers., 
Garrincha, Pele, Jairzinho, Vava, 
Tostao, Careca, Jair, Ademir, Rivelino 
and a host of others evoke fond 
memories of magical goals and 
delectable dribbling skills. For the 
1994 World Cup also, manager 
Parreira is spoiled for choice to select 
his forwards. Romario of Barcelona, 
the current top- 
scorer in the 
Spanish league, 
and the flyweight 
but evasive 
Bebeto of 
DeportivoLa 
Caruna also of 
Spain arc the 
obvious choices. 

Like the West 
Indian fast 
bowlers or 
Chinese table 
tennis players, 
someol the 
quality forwards 
rejeaed by 
Parreira would 
be welcome in 
any other 
national team. 

The players he 
can choose from include the brilliant 
dribbler but volatile Edmundo, and 
Edilson of Palmeiras, talented 
left-winger Elivelton, art Eder clone, 
Valdir and Dener of Vasco da Gama, 
Rivaldoof Mogi Mirim, Muller and 
Palhinha of Sao Paulo and Luisinho. 

With the best defence and attack in 
the world, the World Cup this 
summer should be easy pickings for 
Brazil. But as the poetT.S. Eliot says, 
•'between the idea and the reality, falls 
the shadow." Brazil has the talented 
players but they also have a 
self-destructive urge, a type of suicidal 
streak. Also with the 24-ieam format 
and month-long games, the World 
Cup is as much a triumph of 


temperament as skills. It is here that 
European rivals, Germany, Italy, 
Holland and even Argentina have the 
edge. After all, Brazil had an equally 
talented team, four years ago in Italia 
'90. But they committed harakiri. 
Blackmail, suspicion, intrigue and 
subterfuge destroyed Brazil's 
campaign in 1990. Some players 
threatened to go home if they were 
not seleaed for the first team, others 
spent time negotiating transfers to 
European clubs with their agents in 
the team hotel, there was rebellion 
over prize money and seniors like 
Careca and Alemao influenced team 


seleaion. The siege within destroyed 
Brazil as much as Maradona's magical 
footwork and pass which led to 
Caniggia's match-winner in that 
crucial pre-quarter final. 

The signs are ominious that some of 
these self-defeating facets are 
returning to the Brazilian team. 
Romario has stirred a hornet's nest by 
his attempt at picking the team. In an 
interview, he stated that Brazil should 
have a three-man attack featuring 
himself, Bebeto and Edmundo. His 
impressions on international 
team-male Muller were rather harsh 
and unbecoming. He castigated 
Muller by staling that he only plays 
well in club football and not 


international matches. Such 
irresponsible utterances only lead to 
bickerings: the siege within. Parreira 
and Muller have maintained a 
studious silence. However, several 
former players, including Falcao 
criticised Romario's insolence. 

The latest to Join the war of words is 
the legendary Pele. He openly 
chastised Romario for critidsing 
Muller. Pele said, "that adds nothing 
to the team. On the contrary it divides 
the group. You shouldn't speak badly 
of a teammate. It doesn't get you 
anywhere." Romario, noted as much 
for his outspokenness as his prodigious 


talent, sent an equally stinging reply 
through the newspapers. He even 
insinuated that Pele had "serious 
mental problems", was living on past 
glory and knew little of modern 
football. This outburst has only 
exacerbated the situation and feelings 
of suspicion within the Brazilian 
team. It may be lecalied that Romario 
has a rebellious streak, a poetic 
tempetameni,to be more charitable. 

In 1992, he demanded a starting 
berth in the team to join the national 
squad for training and critidsed rival 
forward Careca. Manager Carlos 
Alberto Parreira responded by barring 
Romario from the national team. But 
Romario's talent led U) a recall. When 






Brazil struggled in the qualifiers,. wonder Brazilian coaches do not illustrii »us football career, Brazil has a 

Parreira made his peace, recalled survive for long periods like Helmut shortage of creative midfielders. 

Romano who scored twice against Schoen, Sepp Herrbergcr and Franz Thirty-year-old Carlos Caetano Verri 

Uruguay, Romario it seems is now Beckenbauer of Germany. known as Dunga, 26-year-old Maiiro 

trying Parreira’s patience. In technical terms, the only Silva, Cafu and Palhina are all sturdy 

How long can Parreira maintain the weakness ftir Brazil is the vital midfielders, strong in the tackle but 

patience of the biblical charaaer Job? midfield. There is no magical quartet unfortunately lack ideas on the 

He is hesitant to pick Edmundo as the of Socrates, Zico, Toninho Cerezo and creative front. Unlike his eloquent 

latter frequently argues with Falcao of Mundial '82 fame. Brazil are brother, Rai is a paradox. He is not 

team-mates and referees and gets sent over dependent on Socrates' younger consistent. In many matches, he just 

off. So, what are the options for the brother Rai de Souza Oliveira. The drifts around the pitch, like a 

Brazilian manager? Can he suspend or 28-year-old Rai is the midfield general perturbed sleep-walking Lady 

drop his star player or can he curb his of Brazil. Unless he is in full flow, Macbeth. In 1993, many of his 

impetuous behaviour? Parreira Brazil stutters and splutters. For midfield displays were pallid. Yet 

certainly has his hands full. No pnrbably the only time in their when in full cry he can turn on the 







magic and destroy the tightest of 
defences. In the 1993 Toyota World 
Clubs Cup final at Tokyo he 
mesmerised, harried and tormented 
the rugged A.C. Milan defence into 
suspicion and error with his flow of 
visionary passes. Rai starred in his club 
Sao Paulo's triumph over the 
seemingly impregnable A.C. Milan. 
Parreira will need the luck of 
Napolean and the persuasive powers 
of Dale Carnegie to keep Rai 
injury-free and in good nick during 
the World Cup. 

Also since, Brazil in 1970, the best 

Coach Parraira't 


stare for US‘94: 
Liiitinho(lett) 
and Elivalton 













Rai: Brazirs midTiald ganaral. Will he be in 
good nich durino the World Cap? 

team has not won the World Cup. 
History has an uncanny way of 
repeating itself and so mere talent 
may not suffice for Brazil. A factor in 
Brazil’s favour is that ten of their 
players participated in the 1990 World 
Cup and should be well versed with 
the tensions of the event and the need 
to avoid internal bickei ings like an 
Indian (Hrlitical party. Can 
commonsense prevail? For many of 
these talented Brazilians it may be 
their last chance. Ricardo Rocha is 31, 
Ricardo Gomes, Bebeto, Branco and 
Dunga are 30, Jorginho, Branco and 
Romario are 29 years old. Will these 
talented players show the maturity of 
age and experience? If not, their 
dreams of World Cup success and a 
permanent place in the eternal Hall of 


Fame may subside. 

The World Cup for the first time is 
being staged outside either EurtJpe or 
South America. In fourteen previous 
World Cups, honours arc even, seven 
European winners Italy thrice (1934, 
'38 and '82), Germany thrice (1954, 
'74 and 1990) and England once in 
1966 and seven South American 
winners, Brazil thrice (1958, '62 and 
1970), Argentina twice (1978 and 
1986) and Uruguay twice (1930 and 
1950). Brazil is the only country to 
have won the World Cup outside their 
continent, in Sweden in 1958. They 
have a chance to make history and 
become the first nation to win sport's 
most coveted prize, when it is being 
held in the New World. If Brazil fail to 
win because of internal strife then like 
in Shakespeare's King Lear they can 
lament, "it is not the stars but 
ourselves that we have to blame." ■ 
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I N World Cup USA. 1994 there 
will be two unique coaches who 
guided three different teams to the 
World Cup finals since 1982. The 
unique duo are Bora Milutonovic. 
of Yugoslav-origin who is coaching 
the US team and Brazil's Carlos 
Alberto Parreira. Milutonovic is 
known as "the wandering minstrel 
of intemationall football coaches." 
In 1986, be was c6^ch of Mexico: 
in 1990,of Costa Rica and in 1994pf 
the USA. There is a common link in 
all three teams. All are underdogs, 
which appeals to the charismatic 
Milutonovic. He is a great 
motivatorand can mould lesser 
teams into great fighters. 

In 1986, hosts Mexico reached 
the quaner-finals before losing in 
the tie-breaker to ultimate 
runners-up West Germany. Four 
years later, he guided Costa Rica to 
shock wins over fancied Scotfand 
and Sweden. They lost to the aerial 
power of Czrch striker 'Thomas 
Skhuravy in the pre - quarter - 
finals. Now it is to be seen how far 
he can guide the USA. 

Carlos Alberto's Odysseus-like 
travels took himto Asia. In 1982, 
he guided Kuwait to the World 
Cup finals at Spain. In Italia '90, he 
was coach of another Arab natioa 
UAF.. He achieved little success 
with these teams and will now be 
hoping to refurbish himself as 
coach of the highly-ialented 
Brazilian national team in the 1994 
World Cup. 

Parreira is the Ancient 
Mariner ot Brazilian football. This 
is his third spell with the national 
team. In 1970. he got his first taste 
of intetnational football, as he 
helped in the physical preparation 


of Brazil's victorious team. His hrst 
spell as manager in-charge, 
commenced bi the mid-Eighties. It 
ended dismally after a loss to 
Uruguay in the 1987 Copa America. 


Cameroon Coach 


A NOTHER coach guiding 
jtVdifferent teams to the World 
Cup is Henri Michel from Prance. 
Till 1987, he was the manager of 
France. His country finished third 
in the 1986 World Cup. He had also 
led the French team to a gold medal 


UsGaaaliy aaaagh lapraMM 



in the 1984 Los Angeles Olympics. 
Yet in 1967 he was sacked. Now he 
is the coach of the talented and 
unpredictable Cameroon in the 
World Cup qsA. 1994. 


Footballer Of The Year 


I nternational midfielder Carlos 
"Pibe" Valderrama was voted 
South American footballer of the 
year for 1993. The poll was 
conducted by the El Pais 
newspaper of Uruguay in which 
330 journalists from all over the 
continent voted. Valderrama 
obtained 46 votes, followed by 
Marco Elcheverry of Bolivia with 
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votes. Cafu of Biaztt and the 
talented Columbian forward 
Freddy Rincon were Joint third 
with 28 points each. 


All-Star Team 


T he following South American 
All-Star team was also picked: 
Goalkeeper: Goycochea 
(Argentina); Defenden; Perea 
(Columbia), Kanapkis (Uruguay), 
Capurro (Ecuador) and Cafu 
(Brazil): Midfielders: Etcheveny 
(Bolivia), Maradona (Argentina). 
Alvarez (Columbia) and 
Valderrama (Columbia); 

Forwards: Muller (Brazil) and 
Rincon (Columbia). 

Even a half fit Maradona, is good 
enough for the Argentine national 
team. No wonder Alfie Basile, 
Argentina's coach has selected him 
for Argentina's crucial warm-up 
match with Brazil last month. 

It is also no wonder that 
Columbia is considered a dark 
horse for the 1994 World Cup. 
They had the maximum players in 
the All-Star South American 
eleven. Three of them are attacking 
players, which is why Columbia is 
the new Brazil of South American 
football. 


J-League And Golden Goal 


T he J-League in Japan is a trend 
setter in more ways than one. 
They are the best professional 
league in Asia. Now their use of the 
Golden Goal ("sudden death") 
during the first championships of 
their new professional league has 
won universal acclaim. As a result 
of this new system, Japan has 
recorded fewer draws after 90 
minutes of normal playing time 
and more goals than the four major 
leagues, of Italy, Germany, . 
England and Spain. About 23 per 
cent of the matches ended with the 
golden goal. This result-oriented 
football led to a total of 4.1 million 
s^ctators and an unexpectedly 
high marketing turnover. 



Caries Veldarsawta: was salad the Saadi 
AmericBB Feetballer al the Year 


So Japan may be newcomers in 
professional football but they are 
already teaching the major powers 
a lesson or two in football 
management. After consulting 
FIFA, the J-League will continue 
the praaise of the Golden Goal, a 
system which may soon be 
emulated in professional leagues in 
other parts of the worldJO avoid 
dreary draws. 


World Festival 


URING the month-long 
World Cup, a world festival 
will also be held in Tus Angeles' 
Exposition Park, including the Los 
Angeles Memorial Coliseum. 
World Cup USA 1994 chairman 
and chief executive officer Alan I. 


RokhenbutRand theLosAngeles - 
mayor Richard Ripidan said that 
the world festival will be a 
celebratkm of international 
culture, cuisine, arts, 
entertainment and :^rts. h will 
run concurrent with the 1994 
World Cup and welcome people to 
experience a worldwide global 
village featuring a mosaic of live 
international entertainment. The 
aim is to develop a legacy fund to 
improve the Exposition Park 
without public funding. Another 
aim is to use the funds to start 
footbail prt^ammes for the youth 
in Los Angeles. 


World Cup Poster 


T he official poster of the 1994 
World Cup depicts a footballer 
kicking a ball into space. It has been 
painted by Peter Max, one of the 
most brilliant modem artists of the 
USA. Max feels that the poster 
represents "the universal appeal of 
football". He said that he chose a 
simple motif, reducing the theme 
to its bare essentials. The USA 
poster in colours of blue, yellow, 
green and red will be reproduced 
on the cover of the official 
programme of the World Cup and 
many other publications. The 
commemorative poster has 
become an integral part of World 
Cup history. It is also a fascinating 
document on the development of 
graphic an through the decades. 

There have been posters of all 
the past 14 World Cups. In Italia 
'90, the official poster of Alberto 
Burn depicted a sombre Coliseum 
implanted with a blaze of green. 
The artist for USA '94 has a 
cosmopolitan background. Hd 
spent his childhood in Shanghai, 
Tibet and Prance. His early 
influences range from Buddhist 
monk calligraphy to classical 
French art. He is famous for his 
design of 'Preserve the 
Environment' postage stamp. 

novykapmom 
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L arky NELSON won the us 
PGA dumpKmsMp twice end 
the US Opm once but 
n(d>ody noticed because he is 
a man in the Clentent Attlee mould: so 
quiet that he arrives at tournaments in 
an enrnty courtesy car. Only last week. 
Nelson was taOdng about his lade of 
recognitkm and what it takes to 
become a star. 

"You either have to be extremely 
good, extremely flamboyant or 
extremely controversial and 1 don't 
know that I fit into any of those 
categories," he said. 

Well, one man who fits into ail of 
them is John Daly, whose short career 
could best be described as 
oombustlble. Like Nelson, Daly is a 
PGA champkHV hut afi comparison 
ends there. In t^ween hitting gofi 
balls vast distances—grtpi^' it «td 
tillin' it—the Daly round iiKhided 
bmzing, wile-beath^ and 
home-wrecking. His behaviour mi the 
golf course was also far from 
Unpeccabie; Ian November Deane 
Beman, the commissionerof the US 
PGA tour, su:qiended him. 

The tour is a coipoiate entity, 
peopled by offidate in blazers and men 
in suits, and in their eyes, Daly had 
become a loose cannon. A man 
fighting against alcoholism and in the 
throes of his second divorce, he was 
deemed a menace. 

Last month, after four months ofi[, 
Daly, 27, is bade, ready to play in the 
Honda Classic and pidc up his life and 
bis career. He looked relaxed and fit, 
witha haircut and ready to take on the 
world again. 

"The suspension was great" he 
said, "because I needed some time off 


f had time to work mi nty game and I 
went back to basics, Ifice when I was 
ten years (dd. 

"Hiffl, fm two yea» I never even sat 
hack and worked on my game for a 
good staid week, much less two and a 
half months. Now fm lookhtg 
forward to Ai^sta and I want to win 
a mifikin dcdlan on the tour this year." 

One of Daly's proUems was the 
manner of hk arrival in the limelight. 
He exploded mi to the scene in 1991 
with a victory m the PGA 
charapionshi;) at Crooked Stick that 
had ftH the ingredients of a 
fahytale—ninth reserve, called jbn at 
the last minute, drive throu^ the 
ni|drl no practice round, monstrous 



Daly is culting down 
on his commitments, 
consulting a sports 
psycholtigist and 
concentrating on the 
important things in 
file: his daughter, 
staying sober and his 
golf 


driving, nw^cal riton game. Prom 
then on the pressure was non-stop. 

"1 went all over the place," he said. 
"The money was too good. It was hard 
to say no and you run yourself ragged 
whhout even knowing it." 

Now, Daly is cutting down on his 
commitments, consulting a sports 
psychologist and concentrating on the 
important things in Hfe. his daughter, 
staying sr^r and his golf 

"It's the same with golf and 
alcohol" he said ‘Take it day by day. 1 
didn't play good last year but 1 did 
|B«tty good outside golf. My goal was 
tostay sober and I (fid that. That was 
like winning a miyor chamifionship. 1 
wanted to drhik every day but I never 
readied fora beer." 

To bdp hhn resist temptation, he 
smokes four packets of dgarettes a 
day, has bought a bus-Uke motor 
home for the tour and spends hours 
learning to play his guitar. "I'B sit 
fitere and make the dogs baik," be 
said. "My handictqi's way above 18 
tuit I'm trying to learn to pby country, 
rock and blues." 

Daly mkl he had become borit^ but 
Paulette Dean, his gtrifriend. a 
22-year dd who says she has no vices, 
disagreed. 

*THc is different," she said- '^Before 
you didn't know what he was going to 
do. Now he's more mellow and he's 
gotten pretty funny. I think he's 
misunderstood. He's really not the 
bad guy of golf." 

By PatTKie Davies 
COURTESY TME TIMES. LONDON 
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"INDIA 

NEEDS 

NEW 

IDEAS" 


Says RIC CHARLESWORTH of Australia, one of the greatest 
hockey players of modern times. He talks about the state of hockey 
in India, his own career and about the game in general 


The legend of modern hockey Dr 
Richard Charlesworth A.M., MBBS 
was in Delhi recently as coach ol the 
Australian women's hockey team. A 
versatile man, he was a Member ol 
Parliament, a doctor, a first class 
(rickeierand one of the greatest 
hockey players of modern times. He 
/ilayed 227 matches for A ustralia and 
scored W goals. 

Kii ' as he has come to he known 
III the hockey haiernily is still very fit. 
e\en though he is a family man and 
the fathei of three children, two girls 
and a hi >>•. His son is a foolhall fieak 
and wants toplayforJuveniusin 
Italy, his middle daughiei is a gymnast 
and the elder daughter^an athlete. Dr 
Charlesworth authored a hook ten 
years ago, entitled\oii\\y, Hockey 
Player. Nowadays, he writes spoils 
articles foi newspapers and likes to 
relax watching serious film.s. He has 
been coaching the Australian 
women's team lorahout a year now 
and his contract is till the 1996 


Olympics in Atlanta. Dr Charlesworth 
played for A usitalia tor sixteen long 
years, including four World Cups, 
197% 1978. 1982 and 1986. He also 
played in the Olympics, Irom Munu. h 
1972 to .Seoul. 1988. At the 1980 
Moscow Olympics, however, 

A ustralia did not c omjK'te and that 
tya.c the year when he was captain ol 
the team. He also played nine 
Champions trophies. Excerpts Irom 
an interview . 

Which would you rate as your best 
performance in your long 
illustrious career? 

It's very hard, lliere were lots of them. 
We won the Champions trophy three 
or four times, the World Cup in 1986. 
In 1976,we were second at the 
Montreal Olympics and played very 
well. 1 have had many good 
performances for Australia. 1 think, 
winning the World Cup in 1986, was 
my most memorable year. We played 
very well and won all our niatches 


with good hotkey. Between 1982-86, 
we had the best ever Australian side 
and we won nearly everything. 

Australia had been the favourites 
for the Olympic hockey gold 
medal, especially in 1984 and 1988 
but failed. Why? 

That's the nature of sport. You can’t 
always win There are lots of other 
good teams trying. But if you look at 
the Olympics in athletics, swimming 
and any other event, the world 
champion in any other event wins 
about one in four. So we had our 
chances In 1984,we had a very good 
team with a very good chance to win, 
but were foiled in the semi-finals 
against Pakistan. Yet in 1976, when 
we were not as good as in 1984 we 
reached the finals but surprisingly lost 
to New Zealand. Neither New Zealand 
nor us were anywhere near our best, 
but still we reached the final, ft 
happens, that is the nature of sport. 
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Did you feel that your career was 
not complete because you did not 
win an Olympic gold? 

Of course, that would have been nice, 
(smiling). There arc lotsof things that 
you like in your life but do not have. If 
you compete in sport at that level, 
then sometimes you are going to be 
disappointed. 

You have played against many 
Indian players in the World Cup, 
Olympics and Champions 
trophy? Who impressed you the 
mostr 

There were so many fine players from 
India. The best, I have played against 
was jirobably Ajitpal Singh but it 
defiends on which position. Surjit 
(Singh) was a very good defender. 
Ashok Kumar and Mohammed 


Shahid were good inside forwards. 
Zafar Iqbal was an outstanding left 
winger. India has firoduced many, 
many good players. 

Age becomes a factor whilst 
selecting the national team in 
Australia, like we did in India 

Since 1976,1 don't think 
India has made the semi 
finals of a major 
tournament in which all 
the major teams of the 
world participated 
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when we dropped Mohammed 
Shahid? 

Age becomes a factor eventually. It 
does not become a factor until you are 
well into your 30's. It is a mental 
decision. I mean the winner of the 100 
metres in the Barcelona Olympics, 
Linford Christie was over 30, Carl 
Lewis is also over 30. In the women's 
events, Merlene Ottey was over 30 
when she won the World 
Championships. Your aerobic 
capacity can be maintained till well 
into your 30's. Your experience and 
skills remains, so it is only a mental 
thing. If the player who crossed the 
age barrier mentally still wants to 
play, then that's the only judgement 
that has to be made. 

Is it true that you made an offer to 
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coach the Indian national team ? 

1 only had some discussions at the end 
of 1992. Unfortunately, nothing ever 
came of it, as this other offer 
(Australian women's team) came and 
I accepted it. It is no longer an issue. 
But the point 1 made, was that India 
has a vast pool of talent. But if they 
utilise their resources correctly, they 
will be a very powerful hockey nation. 

Will you accept a coaching offer in 
India in the future? 

I would be interested. Of course, I 
have a family in Australia and so this is 
a problem. But national teams do not 
have a single coach now anyway. 1 
have an assistant coach and am going 
to have another one smm. So what 
you have is a panel of coaches, all of 
whom can offer something. That is 
what Indian hockey needs, it needs 
some outside ideas and resources to 
mould a complete team. 

Indian teams now seem to have a 
complex when playing against 
the Europeans or Australians. 
Why is this? 

I don't tliink that's true. When 1 lirsi 
started to play, we were very 
apprehensive before we played 
against India and Pakistan. Indeed, it 
was a couple of years before we had a 
victory against Pakistan. We had the 
occasional success against India. Then 
we started to win and we had a whole 
group of young players who had 
never been beaten by India or 
Pakistan. So when we first started, it 
was the other way around. So these 
things can change and go around in 
circles. 

My only comment about 
sub-contmcntal teams is like 
something that famous German coach 
llorsi Wein said recently, "sometimes 
they keep making the same 
mistakes." You have to learn from 
what other people are doing. You 
have to be open enough lo receive 
foreign ideas and views and new 
approaches, tailturally and 
intrinsically what you have is an 
impressive siyle of hockey and around 
that you can build a very good learn. 

Australia is the only country to 




In terms of being fair, 
the astro-turf has an 
edge. Everybody gets the 
same conditions, same 
circumstances 



mix the Asian and European 
brand of hockey. Is this the main 
reason for your recent successes? 
You can take tit-bits from everybody's 
game. I think we are learning from the 
Koreans who arc doing so many good 
things. Certainly, Germany and 
Holland have taiighi us a great deal. 
Perhaps we have learnt most from the 
sub-continent. So everybody has 
something to offer. Irrespective of 
whoever you play against, there arc 
always things to learn. 

The artistic flavour and skilful 
nature of the game seem to be on 
the decline. Many teams play 
hockey like football—^wlth long 
passes. What are your comments 
on this trend? 

Well yes, hockey is losing its artistic 
charm but some of the players from 
the countries which play long passes 
have been very skilful. Stefan Blocher 
of Germany was a brilliantly skillul 
player. Holland alscj had some very 
skillul players but they had other 


Ajitfiai Singh: ■cconiing to Cbarlesworth, 
ho h one of India's grsatast playon 

elements to their game also. They 
have a more rounded game and that's 
what I think is necessary. 

Our attitude is that we play to win. 

If you are all the time playing to win, ' 

then some times you will lose. 

That is the essence of sport. If you 
are always negative and won't lose,' < 

then you might noi lose but you won't 
win so much. There is only one way 
that you can win all the time and that 
is by playing against leanis that arc- 
poor. I) you arc a good playei and play 
in the B and C grade then you can 
dominate. But that's not the way. You 
must play against the best teams and if 
they arc- all trying hard and using their 
resources to the maximum then you 
cannot expect to be victorious all ihi- 
tirne. But you want to win more than 
your fair share and that's a realistic 
attitude. 

I think the Press in India and 
Pakistan aren't sympathetic lo this 
kind of position. They expect laniastic 
results. The results of the jiast will 
never be rc-peated. So what you 
expect is that you should be 
competitive and then you will win 
your fair share of matches Since 
1976,1 don't think that India has 
made the semi finals of a rnajoi 
tournament in which all the major 
teams of the wot Id pariicijrated. In 
contrast, Australia has been in the 
semi finals or final of every World Cup 
or Olympics since then. No other 
country has been there every time. 

Even though we have not won 
enough of them, we have made the 
semi finals c-very time, that's what you 
have got to aim for. 1 think there has 
been a decline in Indian hockey but 
during that time. India has had some 
very good tcaiiis. Perhaps they have 
been unfairly treated. 

Both Pakistan and India, play the 
same formation and a similar 
brand of hockey. Then why is it 
that Pakistan are more successful 
then us? 

I don't think formation matters much. 

It is the ability of the players to pass. 
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irap, dribble, shoot at goal and saving 
goals. It doesn't matter how you line 
up. What matters the most is the skill 
of the individuals. 

I'akistan were always stronger, 
more direct than India. Even though 
they play a similar style, they are more 
direct and certainly physically 
stronger and litter, I think. That was 
the dillerence. The Indians had to beat 
yott three times to get to the circle. If a 
Pakistani player got past you, they got 
to the circle and had a shot at goal. 
India is also not very (onsisteni. 

Voii have played on grass and on 
artificial surfaces. What is the 
difference? 

Well, the grass is more fickle and less 
|)iediciable. But m terms of being lair, 
the astro-iurl has an edge Everybody 


gels the same conditions, same 
circumstances. 1 remember we were 
put out of the World Cup in 1975, 
when we had four penalties against 
Great Britain but the field was so 
waieilogged that we couldn't lake 
them. The ball was almost floating and 
their goalkeeper saved them all. The 
next day, you may gel a better pitch. 
So I llimk It is lair to play under the 
same conditions. 

Since I have been here in India a lot 
ol people have suggested that India 
and Pakistan did better on grass I 
think It's NONSENSE The ariilicial 
lurl should suit Indian players better 
than everybody, it suits skillul players 
and the ball stays on the ground. 

Apparently you were selected to 


represent Australia in cricket. 
Why did you refuse this offer? 

(Rdaxvdandlaunhin}i):\{ seemed 
that only the Piess were interested in 
me, but not the selectors. Well I got to 
a stage where I couldn't continue to 
play hockey and cricket. One season 
went inioanoiherand it became more 
and more dilficult. It was impossible. I 
played lor Western Australia along 
with signilicani stars like Rodney 
Marsh and Dennis I.illee in the 
1970s. We had six players in the 
Australian Test team then Ross 
Edwards who was also a very good 
hockey player, lohn Inverarity was 
from there. Bob Massieand Graeme 
Wood, Btuce Laird, Kim Hughes, 

Terry Alderman all played for VVe st 
Austialia with me, I played first c lass 
cricket lor West Australia fiom 
1972-1980. 

How did you manage to combine 
cricket and hockey? 

I was a student when 1 played both. 
The summer game is cricket and the 
winter gatue is hockey, so it was 
possible. But now there are 
competitions all the year round atid so 
it is not so easy these days. I got 
attracted tocricket, listening to the 
commentary oti the fied Test between 
Australia and West Incites in 1961. It 
has always been my favourite cricket 
match. 

Which other games do you play? 

I like soccer and have played 
Australian Rules loot ball and also 
some lentils, but you don't have time 
for all these things 

When did you become a member 
of Parliament and why did you 
give it up? 

I was a member of the l.abour Party 
and 1 was first elected in March 1985. 
Last year, 1 did no! coitiest the 
cdections. Alter becoming a politician, 

I left my medical practice. You can 
play sport, but you cannot play with 
people s lives I represented a 
constituency in Perth for ten years in 
the Federal Parliament which meant a 
lot of travel and timeavvay—-a hard lile. 

Interviewed by Novy Kapadia, New Delhi 
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Her presence is big and her game is big. The 
name Lindsay Davenport is spelling big trouble 
on the women's tennis circuit 



T he young ones are the best. 
Their young and unpolluted 
minds are devoid of mierobes 
of doubt and when they play 
their game it seems as if they are doing 
the most natuial thing in the world, 
with the minimum of effort. 

But the young ones can be the 
worst too, precisely because they are 
so young, and innocent. They arc 10 
or 11 when they are discovered, 
around 14 when they begin working 
with their coaches and someiinies 
only 16 or 17 when ihey achieve the 
fame and success that they are so 
ill-ecpjippcd to deal with. 

One wonders whether a certain 
Miss Lynne Rolley of the U.S. Tennis 
Association's Player Development 
Program, had these thoughts on her 
mind, when she spotted a precocious 
talent called Lindsay Davenport and 
labeled her as a 'can't miss'. It was a 
phrase that applied to Davenport in 
more- ways than one. 

Lindsay Davenport comes from a 
very large' family. The word large has 
nothing to do with the contents of her 
lamily as much as it has to do with the 
sheer, physical presence of every 
member in it. Davenport’s father is 
6'8", hei mother is 5'10"and one sister 
lowers at 6 feet. As lot Davenport 
hersell, she checks m at 6'2" and her 
feet are hidden Irom view by sire 10 
men's Nike shoes. 

But over the last year or so, it wasn't 
just Davenport's height that grew. Her 
stature in the big league ol women's 
tennis grew as well. It was small 
wonder that the Californian who is an 
unselfconscious giggler, was ready to 
crack inlo the women's Top 20 after 


just one year on the tour. For her 
efforts, ?he was voted as the 1993 
Temiis Magarine/Rolex vvateh female 
Rookie of the Year. It was only last 
yeai that she beat Gabriela Sabatini at 
the Virginia Slims in Florida, almost 
repeated her feat in the U S. Open 
round of 16 and won her first 
tournament at age 16, in Lucerne, 
Switzerland. 

If size and choice of sport were 
hereditary, then Davenport would 
have ended up being a volleyball 
player, a sport that runs in the family 
Her father, who answers to the 
curious (but funny) name ol Wink, 

Over the last year or so, it 
wasn't just Davenport's 
height that grew. Her 
stature in the big league of 
women's tennis grew as 
well. It was small wonder 
that the Californian who is 
an unselfconsciou^ 
giggler, was ready to crack 
into the women's Top 20 
after just one year on the 
tour. 

was a member of the 1968 U.S. 
Olympic team, while her mother 
serves as an active membc*r of the U.S. 
Volleyball Association. Her two 
sisters, Leiannand Shannon, both play 
competitive volleyball in college, but 
Lindsay bypassed her family's wishes 
that she plays volleyball, at the age of 
seven, by choosing to be, "A world 
class tennis player." 

Today, both by virtue of her ranking 
and by her performances, Davenport 
has managed to hilfil her wishes. 
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though it remains to be seen whether 
or not she can sustain her ambitions. 

Curiously enough, Davenport's rise 
to the top has come over a period 
when women's tennis has sunk into 
the depths ol abysmal mediocrity. With 
Seles postponing her plans of a 
comeback, the circuit is suffering from 
a lack of genuine competition which is 
co-related to the lack of serious 
challengers to one Miss Slefli Graf. 
Gabriela Sabatini has not won a single 
tournament of the last 31 
tournaments that she has entered in, 
her most recent and humiliating loss 
coming at the hands of Davenport 
herself (6-2, 6-1) in the quarter finals 
of the Upton Championships in Key 
Biscayne. Arantxa Sanchez figures in 



her own share ol finals only to be 
toppled by Graf in some of them. 

There is a sense that even as Graf 
goes about winning almost every 
tournament in the lour calendar, she 
is clearly missing the thrill that comes 
with genuine competition . 

While It is also true that 
Davenport's game isn't 
entirely perfect, she has the 
werewillial to package herself as a 
serious challenger Armed with a 
serve and a forehand that would make 
NATO sit up and take notice, 
Davcn|)ori bulldo/ed her way into the 
quarter finals ol the Australian Open 
where she eventually lost to (who 
else?) Steffi Graf herself One of her 
key areas of improvement has got to 
be her approach to the net and more 
power to her serves. Even she agrees, 
"With my height, I should hit more 
aces. "To combat tfrese deficiencies, 
she has added a strenuous fitness 
programme to her training schedule 
that should help her move her bulky 
body on court. 

Till dale, it seems as though 
Davenport's attempts at sustaining 
her gifts are yielding good results. 
Apart from her ranking that has risen 
faster than her ego, she has managed 
to give her fellow competitors 'those 
vibes'. The key to Davenport's success 
now lies in her constant attempts at 
improving or as she says, "I can 
improve on everything and I'm still 
doing well now." 

Robin Chatteriee 
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GET HIGH ON 
WALLS 


Young Indian climbers are 

tmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmm 

shifting their focus from . 
rock climbing to sport climbing 
on artificial walls 


B itten by the competition 
bug, young Indian climbers 
are getting themselves 
knackered on walls of all 
s(»rts and sizes all over the country. 
Small makeshift walls have 
mushroomed in homes and clubs in 
several states—some with stones and 
pieces of concrete for holds and others 
with wooden holds. A rash of 
competitions is slated over the coming 
months and by this time next year an 
Indian circuit could well emerge with 
points earned from the various events 
deciding the overall national 
champion. 

The enthusiasm for this genre of 
climbing was evident at the recent 
national sport climbing competition 
held in Bangalore where the 
organisers, who had expected about 
50-odd entries, were pleasantly 
surprised to receive three times that 
number and from as far-flung places 
as Jammu, Nainital and Assam. 

The event was organised by the 
General Thimayya National Academy 
of Adventure (GETHNAA), 
constituted in 1^89 by the Karnataka 
government under its Department of 
Youth Services and Sports with 
generous financial backing, and 
received voluntary help from the 


EvarMtcwnmilMr 
Kimga Bhutia (Wait 
Ba^l) tacklei the wall 


cream of the state’s 
climbing talent. 

Krishnan Kutty, of 
the National Outdoor 
Leadership School in 
Wyoming (USA), 
was a circumspect 
and authoritative 
chiefjudge. 

The competition 
wall itself was 

architecturally simple, constttuting 35 
feet of climbing surface, eight feet in 
width, with 90-degrce stretches at 
start and finish and an overhang 
in-between consisting of two seaions, 
the first angled at 35 degrees and the 
second at 25 degrees. 

Lacking a grainy finish and without 
any resin features whatsoever, it was 
somewhat makeshift in the eyes of 
some members of the Bengal team 
who had had their introduction to an 
artificial wall through the one built in 
Calcutta last year under the aegis of 
the Birla Industrial and Technological 
Museum. 

But the holds were much admired 
for their superior natural texture. 



They were made by Delhi's Mohit 
Oberoi, who built the country's first 
wall to international specifications— 

15 metres' height—and organised the 
first national sport climbing 
competition in Delhi in January. 

The wall was mounted with iron 
beams onto the back of the State 
Youth Centre building in Bangalore 
and the grey base coat on the plywood 
spray-painted with bright squiggles 
and graffiti a la the Berlin Wall. 

The four routes—for the qualifying 
and final rounds in both men's and 
women's categories—were set by 
Oberoi with help from K.S. Dinesh, 
who has played a leading role in 
taking sport climbing to Bangalore. 


46 






Oberoi did each route, clipping in 
the boits, about 20 times to make sure 
they were not too difficult. 

But the qualifying rounds in both 
categories showed that he had 


Unable to work out the 
energy-saving sequence on the iip of 
the overhang, the majority found 
themselves spreadeagied and unable 
to generate power for the next move. 



Of the 21 women and 130 men who 
had entered the competition, 15 
women and 37 men {including four 
foreigners who were allowed to climb 
but not on a competitive basis) 
qualified for the finals. 

In the women's final, none lamed 
the wall though the hosts' honour was 
kept by a diminutive Class XI student, 
Sushma Nagaraj, who conserved 
energy on the lower moves to reach 
the highest on the overhang. 

fcverest summiteerKunga Bliutia, 
handicapped by an injury sustained 
earlier on a mountain, disappointed 
the expectant crowd by falling before 
the overhang. But the real fandeff'’ 
girls from West Bengal/'Sirada ,, 


Paramjit Singh (Delhi): only competitor to tame 
the wall in raunds 

overestimated the field and for the 
finals there was a plethora of 
jug-handle holds on the overhang 
which enabled more competitors to 
battle for longer before stamina ebbed. 

The routes for the qualifying rounds 
had about six to seven moves before 
the crucial fourth and fifth bolts on the 
overhang. Only two women managed 
to clip into the fourth bolt. Of the men, 
only Paramjit Singh of Delhi and a 
German, Kafka, conquered the wall 
though several clipped into the fourth 
bolt. 


Gurung and Rinchen Lamu of 
Darjeeling, moved more smoothly 
and powered on the overhang to 
secure third and sixth places, 
respectively. 

An impressive performance came 
from the lithe Annie Jacob of Delhi 
who climbed deliberately and surely 
even on the overhang before lunging 
in a magnificent dyno which earned 
her second place. Simonil Patel of 
Karnataka fought for long on the 
overhang, attempting various 
combinations of moves. Her climb 
ended in another dyno at full stretch. 
She placed fourth, with the fifth 
position going to Suma Rau Bilg, also 
of Karnataka. 

Among the men, Singh and 
LobsangTashi Sherpa (West BeoKal) 
devoured the route in well under half 
the allotted six minutes. The crux of 
the climb here was pulling over the 
brow of the overhang with alternate 
handholds but none of the others 
could master the sequence. 

Even with holds on the side of the 
wall enabling precious energy to be 
saved as climbers could straddle the 
corner edge while clipping into the 
first bolt on the overhang, rhythmic 
climb« ended in hopeless pull-up 
positions after the second bolt. 
However, Kafka drew the admiration 
of even the setters by switching from 
pull to pressure on the same hold at 
this stance—a move which saw him 
accomplish the rest effortlessly. 

Several of the climbers present in 
Bangalore were clearly raring to get 
back home and organise their own 
small events. Unfortunately, with 
limited resources preventing the 
building of walls from keeping pace 
with the growing enthusiasm for sport 
climbing, some competitions are 
being organised on natural surfaces 
which is hardly desirable as routes 
have to be bolted for the climbers' 
proteciion. The environmentally 
aware British Mountaineering 
Council had as far back as four years 
ago applied a sanction—it gave its 
approval to competitions on the 
condition that they would be held 
only on artificial indoor walls. ■ 

Text and photographs by Yana Baner|ee-Bey 




IN KING 
'CURT'S' 
COURT 


Curtly 
Ambrose is 
an intensely 
private man. 
But that does 
not belie the 
fact that he is 
the world's 
fastest 
bowler. 

NICK COOK 
writes about 
his 

Northampto¬ 

nshire 

team-mate 
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C ricketers 

often form 
pre-conceived 
ideas about 
opponents or future 
teammates. At 
Northamptonshire in 1989, 
we were no different when 
waiting for our new signing 
to arrive—one Curtly 
Ambrose. 

Since we first looked at 
'King' Curt, while on 
trial—^yes, a trial!—^in 
ScptemlKT 1987, Curtly 
had suddenly been 
elevated to tfle position of 
the next mean, moody, fast 
bowler on the West Indian 
conveyor-belt. He had a 
hard act to follow, in 
Northampton 
dressing-room and 
spectator favourite 
Winston Davis. 

Curtly's sullen moods 
and taciturn ways (or was it 
that he was just quiet and 
shy?), and the fact that the 
obligatory head-phones 
were seemingly welded to 
his ears, didn't augur well 
for him to settle quickly 
into our rather 
strong-minded and 
vociferous dressing-room. 
Even 1 was reluctant to 
engage him in banter! 

We thought that 
everything would sort 
itself out when 'King' 
stepped over the 
boundary-rope. Sadly, 
though, it didn't as a 
succession of iio-balls 
swung the balance in 
Kent's favour in a tight 
BfrH quarter-final. 

These, then, are my 
initial memories of Curtly 
Ambrose, .since that 
unpromising start he has 
emerged as a person I 
would gladly have 

At 6' T, Ambme looki 
manBcing whenaver ba runs 
in ta bowl 


alongside me—for more 
than the obvious reason 
that it's handy to have the 
best last bowler in the 
world on your side. 

To write about him is not 
easy, because firstly he is a 
very private man, and he 
values that privacy 
immensely. Secondly, he is 
a very proud man. Private 
and proud: these adjectives 
best describe Curtly Elconn 
Lynwall Ambrose. 

Curtly might be proud 
but he isn't stubborn: as 
someone who wants to be 
one of the very best, he still 
seeks advice. If he doesn't 
know an opposition 
batsman he will ask how he 


plays, to exploit his 
weaknesses. 

Some people say he 
doesn't get the wickets for 
Northants that he does for 
West Indies. 1 think the 
answer to that one is quite 
simple; he's too good for 
the average county 
batsman. His natural 
length is what is known 
professionally as a 'Test 
match length', which is 
probably too short for 
county batsmen, with the 
ball doing too much. He 
also bowls a naturally 
vicious legcutter. We have 
often sat down with 'King' 
to discuss this probletn of 


batsmen playing and 
missing. It's something he 
has tried to work on, but he 
feels he is just putting the 
ball there when bowling a 
fuller length, and therefore 
does not extract as much 
pace and movement. His 
theory is backed up by our 
wicketkeeper David Ripley, 
Curtly hates giving 
anything away, he hates 
conceding runs—and he 
hates losing. Early in his 
Northants career he found 
it alien that we would 
sometimes have to give the 
opposition a chance of 
winning to win ourselves, 
and when called upon to 
dig us out of the mire he 


bowled reluctantly. On 
one occasion in this 
situation 'King' didn't give 
his best, but he soon 
realised his mistake and 
apologised next morning 
in the dressing-room. It 
takes a big man to admit 
he's at fault. 

Curtly takes his cricket 
seriously he views 
bowling as hard work. The 
biggest danger to him is the 
'burn-out' factor—think 
all the touring, travelling 
and playing will catch up 
with him stioncr rather 
than later. Indeed he has 
already started making 
noises about retirement. As 


To write about him is not easy, because 
firstly, he is a very private man and he 
values that privacy immensely. Secondly, 
he is a very proud man. Private and proud: 
these adjectives best describe Curtly 
Ambrose 

ff 
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Curtiy AmbraM and Mika 
Proctor of Saulli Mrica ahare 
a joko wliilaliiov wara bara 
in Calcutta for Ibo Hon Cap 

Curran have become big 
buddies. They bait and 
tease each other about 
one’s lack of wickets and 
runs, and it makes for very, 
interesting viewing at 
times. 

'King' does become 
animated in the 
dressing-room when 
talking about boxing or 
soccer. His favourite team 
is Liveryitiol (a team he 
originally thought was 
called Crown Paints’), 
with 'JB' (John Barnes) as 
his favourite player. If he's 
not asleep in the physio's 
room or sitting with 
head-phones clamped on. 
Curtly will be trying to 
crack one of the daily 
crosswords...! hasten to 
add ihai he has not yet 
progressed to the 
broadsheets! 

On away trips you might 
occasionally glimpse him 
sipping a half of lager 
shandy, but more 
importantly he likes to 
refuel his very healthy 
appetite. Chinese food 
comes top of his list. There 
are few late nights: early to 
bed watching a Western is 
normally the way of things. 

'King' Curt is private, 
proud, neat, tidy, very 
organised—and today he 
knows where he's going. 
And when he arrives back 
in the Northants 
dressing-room he won't be 
treated with suspicion but 
with affeoion, because we 
will all be delighted to see 
him: not because he’s the 
best,but because of the 
person he is, because he's 
good fun to have around. 
He's now as much part of 
the dressing-room as 
anyone else.* 

COURTtSY WISOENCRICKFT MONTHLY 
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I s therf life after John McEnroe? 
Did he raise the level of 
expectation to such grotesque 
and impossible levels that every 
champion from now on will be 
viewed as a pale star in a grey sky? 

The game and its image is the topic 
on everyone's lips at the moment and 
the warning signals are flashing ever 
brighter. What tieeds to be done and 
how drastic must the chatiges be? The 
answers to those questions would be 
less urgent if the style, demeanour 
and persotialitiesof the top men 
players had not altered so 
dramatically. Comparing the current 
crop with their lorebears is about as 
fruitiul as trying to match Tom Cruise 
with Lee Marvin 

The game and its 
image is the topic 
on everyone's lips 
at the moment and 
the warning signs 
are flashing ever 
brighter. What 
needs to be done 
and how drastic 
must the changes 
be? 

_I 

I interviewed Marvin once in 
Baker, Oregon while he was shooting 
Paint Your Wagon. Not surprisingly, 
Marvin found Baker boiing and spent 
most evenings getting roaring drunk 
His opening words when he lurched 
into the room for our interview 
looking frazzled, unshaven and 
luingover, were, "I've been rolling 
Jioimd in bed all morning wondering 
whetherto jump the maid." 

This IS not the image projected by 
Pete .Sampras. Nor, indeed, by Stefan 
Edberg, Micliae! t?hang, Magnus 
C'liistafsson or the newest addition to 
the world's top ten, Todd Martin. Yet 
unlike Cruise or Alec Baldwin or some 
ol the other young, clc-aii cut, 

John McEnroe: his morcurial personality 
always drew spectators to his matches. 

One of the greatest players ol the modem 
ora. in terms of talent 
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Have John McEnroe and 
Jimmy Connors, with their 
game and personalities, 
raised expectations too 
much? Because, in 
contrast, the current crop 
of top players are 
dull, faceless and boring 


BY RICHARD EVANS 


Pete Sempree: in comperison to McEnroe, he is dull 
end boring 


shori-back-and sides matinee idols of 
the cinema, Martin and his colleagues 
arc tagged boring just because they 
behave like the son every mother 
wants. So decent are this breed that 
one can call them gentlemen and 
mean it. 

But decency, we are told, doesn't 
hack it anymore in a world that 
apparently craves tabloid 
sensationalism. Every sports editor 
reacted to McEnroe screaming at an 
umpire, no matter how tired an act it 
became, but a superb victory from 
Sampras is met with a yawn 

One can understand the 
withdrawal symptoms that have set m 
over the virtual disappearance ol 
McEnroe and .lirnmy Connors, two ol 
the most larnous people on earth. The 
entertainment vaciinm they liave left 
behind is vast McEnroe, in particular, 
did things with a tennis ball tliat no 
coach could countenance It was the 
frisson of danger that accompanied his 
every move tliat made the New 
Yorker so compelling. Even when tie 
wasn't screaming like a 
banshec,leaving great flunks ol his 
manic personality splattered about 
court, the threat of explosion was 
always as close as a smouldering fuse. 

The temper could erupt in press 
conferences, too, but it was also the 
arena McEnroe used as his 
psychiatrist's couch. Reportcis left 
those sessions cross—eyed with 
bewilderment as they t ried to string 
together the strands of the man's 
mercurial thought process. There 
were many words in McEnroe's 
vocabulary but boring was never one 
of them. 

All this, coupled with 
Corinors'extraordinary rapport with 
his audience,makes it very difficult for 
the new breed to illuminate the game 
in such irresistible fashion. Andre 
Agassi tried a new act that worked as 
long as he was winning but will soon 
start to look rather silly unless he gets 
back in the top ten. Boris Becker's 
resurgence in form has validated liis 
rivalry with Michael Stich and that, as 
was demonstrated when 2,000 people 
were locked out of the Schlayerhalle 
on the night they met at the Eurocard 


Open in Stuttgart, has re-activated 
interest in the game in Germany. 

Goran Ivanisevic, too, has the ability to 
thrill and may yet turn in the Grand 
Slam winning performace that would 
make him a genuine ticket selling 
attraction world-wide. 

But the rest are simply nice guys. 
Dear me, what a terrible thing. How 
very old fashioned it all is this polite, 
clean cut image.Or is it? Could it be 
that this new generation of 
champions are ahead of their time 
rather than behind it? Sport is 
supposed to mirror the society of the 
day but from the moment Suzanne 


Lenglen threw off her corscts.tennis, 
as my late, lamented friend, Ted 
Tinling, was never shy of pointing out, 
has tended to set trends rather than 
follow them. 

Is it possible that the public are 
ready to be reminded of a quieter and 
more honourable age at a time when 
Americans, in particular, are starting 
to show increasing disgust and 
intolerance for a society riddled with 
crime, drugs and violence. Could 
boring become box office? 

The answer, almost certainly, is not 
yet. But do not discount the public's 
ability to alter its taste overnight. After 
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all, we live in an age when you only 
have to stand on a tank to change the 
geography of a continent; when a 

Liikt and Mui]iiiy Jantan's sbowmanahip has 
iMt ttiMn in a class abova ihs rast 


twenty second sound bite can alter 
history. 

It is never possible to return entirely 
to an age of innocence but a 
fascination with the subjea matter of 
the movie of that name provides at 


leasi part of the reason for its success. 
The other part, of course, is that 
Michelle Pfeiffer and Daniel 
Day-Lewis exude a sex appeal that no 
one on either the women's or men.'s 
tour can match. But that is not to say 
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ihcy never will. Supreme talent and 
constant success is sexy, using tlie 
term in its broadest sense, and 
Sampras, because he is so gotrd, only 
has to go on winning to fail into that 
category. 



The same could be true of Todd 
Martin and even Jim Courier if he 
unwrapped tftat dazzling smile more 
often and let his real personality shine 
through. Marlin could be type-cast as 
the brave Marine Lieutenant hitting 
the sands of Iwo Jima alongside John 
Wayne. Not for him the role of some 
wierdo side-kick to Sly Stallone. A 
short while ago one might have 
lagged him old fashioned as a result 
but isn't Sly's Rambo image on the 
slide? Couldn't Martin, with his sister 
called Amy, his mid-western values 
that hark back to a better America and 
his pleasure at being called a nice guy 
become more appealing to a 
worldwide audience? 

Possibly. I am not naive enough to 
ignore the fact that we live in a faster, 
mrtre demanding world where more 
and more high-tech attractions 
compete for the emeriainment dollar. 
Luke Jensen must be heard. Luke has 
stature as one of the world's great 
doubles [tlayers and if he wants to 
burst into the arena on his 
llarley-Davidson to the sound of 
heavy metal like some refugee from 
the Hell's Ange/s well, that's his bag 
and there's riKtm for a couple of those. 
But the Jensen brothers are not one 
dimensional in their thinking and 
have plenty of ideas to offer the game. 

What both Luke and Murphy 
Jenson do is to work at the business of 
projecting themselves as personalities 
with some thing to offer. This is what 
all the players must do and be actively 
encouraged to do by the ATPTour and 
WTA leaderships. The days of handing 
out vast sums of money in guarantees 
for a few backhands in return are fast 
coming to an end and if the 
tournament directors don't realise it 
many will soon be going out of 
business. 

1 have never been one to begrudge 
me players a cent, no matterhow 
quickly they manage to become 
millionaires hut they must now be 
sufficiently responsible to realise that 
they are going to have to front up for 
their dollar to a greater degree than 
they have in the past. Their life is 
difficult and demanding more so than 
many people realise, but everything is 
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compdDUii^ Byeti 
whenhe 
screamiiig 
banshee, leavmg 
great hunks of hi$ 
personality 
splattered at^t 
court, tile threat Of 
explosion was 
always as close as a 
smouldering fuse 


relative and it was instructive to read a 
report by one of the skippers of the 
Round the World Yacht Race just 
before leaving Auckland for the 
deadly duel with mountainous seas 
and raging winds around Cape Horn. 

The week before leaving New 
Zealand had. apparently, been taken 
up largely with promotional activities; 
attending dinners, making 
speeches.shaking hands. It was 
weari.some and distracting tiom the 
huge hazards that lay ahead. But, .said 
the captain, if you want sponsorship, 
that's what you have to do. Tennis 
playe'rs should take note of that. 

And, by doing so, they would 
ultimately project themselves, either 
through the media or directly with 
their fans in a far more appealing light. 
Movie star appeal is attainable 
without sticking feathers in your hair. 
The natural will always win over the 
contrived. But if being nice'n natural 
is your bag. you have to let people 
know just how nice you arc. Loosen 
up; come out of the closet. Straight is 
OK—as long as it's laced with a little 
charm. ■ 
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STOP! 


Alain Prost retired at the end of the 
'93 season. But at the start of this 
year's season he again had his doubts. 
Former three-time world champion 
JACKIE STEWART writes that 
although it is painful to say goodbye 
to the thrill and the adulation, one 
has to finally retire. He adds that 
Frost's decision not to make a 
comeback is the best he has ever made 


I WAS very pleased and relieved that 
Alain Prr)st decided not to make a 
comeback from retirement. Pleased 
because 1 think once such a decision has 
been made, it ought to be lived with. If it was 
gCMtd six months ago, why is it no longer good 
today? 

And I was relieved because, like myself, he 
came through his motor racing career 
unscathed by serious injury related to 
accidents. It's a claim which very few drivers 
can make. 

In fact, it disappointed me a little that Prost 
even thought about changing his mind. There 
are very few sportsmen able to make that sort 
of decision cleanly and with commitment 
and, for a while, 1 was not alone in thinking 
there was a strong likelihood that we might 









sec him in a McLaren in 1994. 

For many sports people, it's a dilemma not 
knowing what the future holds without the 
activity which God has blessed you to do so 
easily. Certainly, 1 asked myself many times if 
I could turn my back on the thrill of victory, 
the adulation which came with it and the 
excitement and privileges generated by the 
sport. 

It's often difficult to fully accept that 
someone is prepared to pay to have you do 
what you like most, something which most 
people can only dream of. But, equally, it's sad 
to say that there are very few good examples 
of top sports people who have adjusted well to 
retirement and have then gone on to live 
expansive lives. 

Motor racing, perhaps above all other 
sports, affords commercial opportunities for a 
racing driver's future because of the dynamic 
industry which backs it. It's not just the motor 
manufacturers themselves, but the tyre 
companies, the oil and fuel companies, the 
component manufacturers and the many 
consumer products aligned with motor racing 
on a global basis. 

Because a racing driver has to educate 
himself so thoroughly in order to generate 
financial support for the teams he needs to 
drive for, it is essential that he learns to deal in 
a polished fashion with all aspects of the 
business, including the media. 

He also needs to negotiate his way into 
receiving the maximum benefit which comes 
with having the best chassis, engine, tyres and 
engineers. Ultimately, he must be able to 
project himself in a positive way in fi ont of his 
public and be an ambassador, for his sport. 

Frost has mastered many of the above and 
he is perfectly poised to have a fulfilling and 
rewarding future. But he might preceive the 
early part of this retirement to be frivolous; 
the appearances at motor shows, the signing 
of autographs, the ctimmentating at various 
events and public speaking to small groups. 

He should remember that he had to learn the 
business of racing by climbing various rungs 
of the ladder and will have to re-leam that fact 
when coping with this new dimension in his 
career. But, as I can happily verify, there is life 
after retirement. 

Alain is in his fortieth year. I made what I 
consider to be the best decision of my life 
when 1 was 34. Since then, changes have 
occurred with each passing month. From 
signing autographs, my life has developed 
into many different business facets and there 
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Like myself, 
Alain Prost 
came through 
his motor 
racing carei^r 
unscathed by 
serious injury 
related to 
accidents. It's 
a claim which 
very few 
drivers can 
make 


is no doubt that those opportunities have 
come along more readily because of my name. 
Doors were more easily opened and entrees 
comfortably made into board rooms and 
executive dining rooms—all of enormous 
benefit when it came to the restructuring of 
my life in the aftermath of retirement. 

For instancxr, the Jackie Stewart Shooting 
School at Gleneagles has been successful 
largely because my name is widely known. 
And 30 years spent working with the Ford 
Motor Company have been assisted by the 
fact that I had won 25 of my 27 grand prix 
viaories—plus all three of my world 
championships—with the help of a Ford 
engine. 

And Paul Stewart Racing, of which my son 
and 1 are enormously proud, has benefited, 
not just by my direct input, but through the 
team's sponsors feeling that my involvement 
can be helpful to them. 

Of course, there are the many benefits 
which the racing team has to offer in itself. I 
get great personal satisfaction from what I call 
the Staircase of Talent, a means of bringing on 
promising young drivers through the various 
formulae in which our teams compete. There 
is absolutely no reason why Alain Frost can 
not do the same sort of thing. He has won four 
world championships and 51 grand prix, a 
record which is not likely to be lieaien this 
year. His name is known and respeaed 
throughout the world. 

Now that the season has started in Brazil, he 
may wonder about the wisdom of deciding to 
retire. My wish for Alain is that he will 
eventually recognise that his decision to retire 
is the best he has ever made. ■ 
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Y ou may take for granted the 
television pictures from the 
Caribbean that are beamed 
whenever there is a Test 
series played there. 

I never will, simply because in days 
when television was not considered a 
possibility in the West Indies, I was 
recruited to be a commentator on the 
Caribbean series against India in 1989. 

The proposition came from India. 

Dev Features, the business set up by 
Kapil Dev, with his wife Romi at the 
centre, decided to attempt the 
impossible and send coverage of three 
Test matches and six one-day 
internationals back to India. It was an 
unprecedented performance in 
television. 

This, we were assured, would be a 
successful campaign for three reasons. 

India had a strong team and would put 

THE 
COVERAGE 
THAT NEVER 
WAS! 



In 1989, Kapil Dev's Dev Features took on the proposition of 
televising the India-West Indies series in’the Caribbean, TONY 
LEWIS, who was hired as a commentator, writes a hilarious 
account of what actually happened behind the scenes 







up a stTious challenj'e to the world 
champions. 

Secondly, local tanieianien would 
be employed to keep costs low and 
keep the unions sweet. 

In the third place, the hitherto 
unassailable difficulty of getiiii)' the 
pictures out of the Caribbean and 
across the world would be conquered 
by a small aircraft Hying by night. 

Let me report on all three pillars of 
the plan and the ultimate, shattering 
failure. As for the cricket, it was 
thought that India's progress against 
Viv Richards and company would 
have everyone in India watching 
television. 

When India play at home you can 
work on a figure of about 24 [lairs of 
eyes to each television, unless the set 
is in a shop window, when it will be 
roughly 200 pairs. How many more 
would devour the first ever pictures 
from abroad? 

For Dev Features the coverage was 
eminently .saleable if India picked up a 


few early wins. Whaj actually 
transpired .'India Install three Tests 
and five out ol six one-days, the other 
being washed out. 

The cash plan, the one lor selling 
the games to the national broadcaster, 
Doordarshan, limped to oblivion. 

The West Indian cameramen were 
cheerful, bui appeared to lose 
concentration on the long, hot days. 
"Stop hose-piping," vame the pleas c)f 
director .lohn Norman, liuig time 
member of the BBC Wales rVsporting 
staff. 

'Hose-piping' is the word to 
desetibe the camera which swishes 
around in the hope that at one magical 
moment the direction of the lens 
meets the path ol the ball. 

All I could observe from the 
commentary box was that 
hose-piping' was big in the West 
Indies, so I kept a look otit and sure 
enough I could see how it was 
happening. 


Gordon Greenidge let loose one of 
his cat-like swishes for four, square on 
the off side. 

The cameraman at midwicket let go 
his camera-with one hand and with 
the free one, first copied the flourish of 
the Greenidge stroke and then gave a 
high-five to the spectator alongside 
him. 

When the home batsmen hit 
boundaries, home cameramen smiled 
and applauded. The coverage got 
better and better as the demand from 
India weakera-d with India’s cricket 
but in bowler's parlance, we were 
up-hill and into the wind. 

As for the night-flying, it was 
essential to transport capsules of the 
recorded play to the uplift satellite 
stations, of which there were or.!, 
three in the Caribbean. 

Thus a game in Antigua would be 
recorded, extra work done on it 
locally before, late in the evening, we 
would hurry the edited highlights to 
the airport by coach. 

From there it was flown to Jamaica 
for transmission to India. For the 
Guyana match we flew to Trinidad. 

The third station was in Barbados. 
The operation was a cross between 
Biggies and Wells Fargo. 

Then one day came the drcadlui 
news. Our pictures, for which we had 
scrapped so bravely, were reaching 
India all right conveying all the colour 
of the Caribbean to the earth centre at 
Goorihilly Down four miles north of 
Delhi. 

Alas, Irom Goonhilly to the 
broadcasting station of Doordarshan 
they turned to black and white. 

Only four miles! That is the small 
distance over which wc had no 
control, and that is where the 
11 -week battle was lost. We sent India 
eight defeats out of nine matches, in 
black and while. 

No exiterience is wasted, of course, 
and for Kapil Dev, who funded the 
whole expedition, it all ended happily 
ever after in that he stuck to what he 
does best and has taken more wickets 
than anyone else in the historyol Tests. 

I just hope he can afford to give up 
bowling one day. • 
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/rpiHE WHINGERS' by Andy 

X O'Brien (Sponsworld2ird 
Feb) was a super piece of work. It 
aptly describes the attitude of the 
Sri Lankan skipper. 

It is sad, pathetic and utterly 
condemnable that the captain of 
a side going through a bad patch 
should make comments to the 
effect that batsmen are scared to 
go out and bat, because of biased, 
umpiring. 

One wonders if Ranatunga is 
really naive, stupid or blind. 
Otherwise, it is inexplicable that 
he should bring up the issue of 
Indian umpiring, after the 
July-August '93 drama by the 
Lankan umpires. 

PAYALDHAR, 

New Delhi 


HUGHES: IN A TINE' MESS 

News Item: A ustralian Test cricketer Merv Hughes was ordered to 
pay an additional line of $2.840 by the A ustralian Cricket Board for 
verbal abuse during the first Test against South Africa at 
Johannesberg. Earlier. Match Referee Donald Carr, imposed a fine 
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OUT IN THECOLD! 

Tohvj Haniitii] finally pkadcJ0uiliy to the ehantc that she helped corn eal 
the attack on Nancy KerKicjan and uvv.v forced to resiejn frotn her spe^rt 


I am committed to 
seeking protessional help 
and turning my full 
attention to getting my 
personal life in order. This 
objective is more 
important than my figure 
skating," said Tonya 
Harding immediately after 
she pleaded guilty to 
helping conceal the plot to 
attack her rival Nancy 
Kerrigan. She managed to 
escape a jail sentence but 
had to pay $160,000 in fines 
and penalties, undergo 
counselling and perform 
500 hours of community 
service. Subsequently, 
she had to resign from the 
US Figure Skating 
Association and can no 
longer particiapte in any 
tournament sanctioned by 
the association. Later, a 
Grand Jury report accused 
Harding and her 
ex-husband Jeff Gillooly for 
planning the attack and 
said that they even used 
training money given by 
the US Figure Skating 
Association to help carry 
out the attack Since both 
had already pleaded 
guilty, they cannot be 
subjected to more 
charges. Nancy Kerrigan, 
the victim, through the 
enormous publicity gained 
endorsement deals worth 
millions of dollars. 
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IN SEARCH 
OF BREAD' 


BYANAMITSEN 


This is a story of how young girls, coming from 
a lower middle class background, have 
taken to weightlifting for one reason: to get jobs. They 
have hoped that through good performances, 
they will be rewarded. But how far have they succeeded? 


SWAPAN KUWfl KAMET 










ANALYSIS 


T hink of weightlifting and 
one begins to visualise 
bulging muscles, sweat 
pouring off bodies, 
grunts accompanied by contorted 
facial expressions. What place could 
the 'fairer sex' possibly have in such 
a 'macho' world? A leading role 
actually, specially in the Indian 
context. 

Weightlifting for wom^n became 
accepted the world over in the early 
Eighties and for once India did not lag 
behind as usual. Like the men. 
women also compete in 
weightlifting—snatch, clean and jerk 
(and the classes range from 46 kg to 
1 -8^ kg). Thanks to India's early start 
in the sport, today the Indian women 
compete at the world level quite 
successfully with medal-winning 
performances.which is something our 
men arc yet to do. 

So who are these girls striving to 
shine in what was hitherto a man's 
world? What is their background.’ 
And why do they choose this sport to 
excel in? Almost all the girls involved 
in weightlifting come from a lower 
middle class background which 
means that none of them are 
financially self-sufficient. Their main 
hope is to get a job in exchange for 
recognition of their talents in sport, 
and thus be in a position to afford the 
diet required (meat, carbohydrates 
and protein in a balanced 
combination which can cost ovei Rs. 
700 a month) and be in a financially 
stable position after their sporting 
days are over. The reason for choosing 
weightlifting is that since it is a 
relatively new sport, chances of being 
seleaed and doing well at the national 
level would be much greater. 

In other sports like football, hockey 
and cricket it is the state which looks 
after and encourages sportsmen and 
women. Institutions like the 
Railways, FCI, nationalised banks etc 
form teams and absorb talented 
sportspcopic in order to help them 
develop. Sadly, this is lacking in 
women's weightlifting and the girls 
have a hard time trying to just exist 
leave alone train. Only a chance 
meeting with the Director General of 
the CISF resulted in a job for Chaya 



Adak of Bengal even though it meant 
having to move to Delhi. "Do you 
think I liked moving to Delhi? My 
heart is here but the Bengal govt has 
not given me any support even 
though 1 have won medals in 
international aimpetitions ", said 
Adak. A.ssisiance from the state 
government varies fromstatetostate 
—Varsha Patkhi of Maharashtra who 
first saw weightlifting on TV is a 
Chattrapati Sh/va/i award winner and 
a four times naUonal champion. She is 
a qualified NIS coach and uses 
powerlihing for conditioning. Having 
lost her father a few years ago she has 
to be supported financially by her 



"Do you think i liked 
moving to Delhi? My 
heart is here. But the 
Bengal government has 
not given me any 
support even though I 
have won medals in 
international 
competitions" 

—Chaya Adak 


family because she does not have a 
job. "P.T. Usha is my idol. When I 
decided to take up a ^poit, I told mysdf 
that I should also be doing something 
that would make me great like her", 
said Varsha Patkhi. It is not that this 
25-year-old is uneducated—she has 
completed the first year in M.A. 

Twenty-year-old Ranjit Kaur of 
Punjab was an athlete who was 
encouraged to take to weightlifting by 
her hostel roommates Bharti Singh 
and Rajesh Saini. Singh and SainI 
have since moved out of Punjab due to 
lade of job opportunities. Kaur, 
whose father is a driver at the 
Jalandhar telephone exdiange is 
hoping to receive a government 
scholarship after her medal-winning 
performance at the Calcutta 
Nationals. About to appear for her 
B.A. final exams, Kaur says, "If Ido 
not get a job by next year, I will have to 
quit weightlifting. It's of no use." 

Voosavanipeta is a small village 
near Srikakulam in Andhra Pradesh 
which has produced three talented 
lifters in Narasamma, Malleshwari 
and Lakshmi under the tutelage of 
coach N. Appana. The secretary of the 
AP team is Venkatramiah who 
singlehandedly helps out the state 
lifters due to the lack of 
encouragement from the AP 
government. Malleshwari, who was a 
bronze medal winner at the World 
Championships, and Lakshmi are 
both daughters of poor agricultural 
labourers. Here again both are 
unemployed but this is partly offset by 
the fact that most of the lime is spent 
training in camp where food and kits 
are available free. Although the Sports 
Authority of Andhra Pradesh does pay 
Rs. 5,000 once in a year towards 
foreign travel expenses, it is just a drop 
in the ocean coasidering the cost of 
airfare plus board and lodging. 

B.K.D. Prasad Rao, the manager of 
the AP team, says, "The lifters are 
handicafqted by the Indian 
equipment available which is of very 
poor quality and keeps breaking 
regularly". Contrast this with the 
pleasant state of affairs in Manipur 
where Anita Chanu is a Phys. 
Education teacher while Kunjarani 
Devi is a superintendent with the 





"What's The Point In Carrying On?" 

Says Lolita PaMay, fanner naHonal dhampion 


A SHORT ferry ride away from which Rs. 500goes towards the 
the Netaji Indoor Stadium rent for two small rooms where she 

across the Hooghiy river is the lives with her mother. It is just over 

suburb of Ramkri^napur a couple of months since the day 

(Howrah). It is not really famous Rajaram Pallay, her father passed 

for anything particular—it is in the away. "1 need a protein-rfch diet.at 

industrial belt which West Bengal least 200 gm of meat every day. 

was once famous for. How can 1 afford this kind of diet 

Ramkrishtupur has factories, it has wlKn what little I cam goe$ into 

cycle rickshaws moving down its barely sustaining myself? And how 

narrow lanes and. .it has Laiita can 1 build up the strength to lift 

Pallay. wei^ts competitively when I 

Laiita is a young ^ri in her don't get to eat properly?" says a 

twenties who ekes out an existence dejeaed Ms Pallay. Laiita may not 

teaching yoga and Rtness. She be too talented but she has one 

cams about Rs. 800 a month of quality—she is a very strong|,young 


woman and has in the past used 
this strength to bring ^ory to India. 

There was a time when not just 
Ramkrishnapur but all of India was 
proud of her for Laiita has 
represented India at the World 
Women's Weightlifting 
Championships held at 
Manchester, England in 1989 
where she won two medals, a silver 
and a bronze. She has also 
represented India at the Asian 
Championship at Shanghai in 
1989. She has won the Hationai 
Championship twice in 1987 and 
1989 and sto<^ second in 1990. 

Prior to weightlifting she has 
been the national yoga champion 
twice and has been very successful 
in armwrcstling loo. She has been 
the weightlifting diampion in 
West Bengal continuously from 
1987 to 1992. "1 came into 
weightlifting because I was told 
that with weightlifting opening up 
to women, teams like Services, 
Railways, P fr T etc. would be 
coming in and therefore job 
opiKiriunities would be greater." 

But all this glory today is of no 
real use as she has not been able to 
find employment anywhere. She 
cannot exist on Rs. 300 and still 
remain strong enough to win 
medals. Laments Laiita, "If 1 had 
known that this situation would 
arise, I would never have chosen 
this ^it. I had told Subhash Chak- 
raborty to give us jobs so that we 
can afford to sustain ourselves and 
thereby perform better. If the state 
government does not support its 
own sportspersons, then who will? 
But the minister just kept quiet." 

"But I know that if I can get a 
proper diet I can stdl bring laurels 
for my country." 

«MAMirsm 


department of spons. Moreover, SAI 
provides free school and college 
education for the lifters. The reason 
for Manipur's rapid ascent is obvious. 

The salient point to be noted is that 
economic background play a major 
role In determining which women 

M 


take up this sport. Ironically, it is the 
poorer sections of society which come 
forward not because of mere interest 
in the sport but as a means of 
obtaining a job. These women are 
more dedicated although they carmot 
really afford to keep at a sport which is 


very expensive. As is the case with aii 
sport, without government help ^ 
survival is impossible and women's 
weightlifting should be nurtured all 
the more because it is capable of 
planting India squarely on the world 
women's weightlifting map. ■ 









1 Which Test match in 
• the post World War II 
period was called the 
'Battle of Bottles'? 


2 Who constructed the 
• first roller skate and 
when? 



6 On how many 
• occasions has Kapil 
Dev gone wickefless in a 
Test scries? 


9 "Football today is far 
• too tough a sport for 
the few who can play it 
well; the rest of us, and too 


TtoBaMlamThaBNln* 


many of our children, get 
our exercise from climbing 
up seats in stadiums, or 
from walking across the 
nmm to turn on our 
television sets. And this is 
true for one sport after 
another, all across the 
world'; Who said this? 

Who were the 
• .only brothers to 
win gold medak for boxing 
in the Olympics? 




3 What is the belter 
• known name of 
Toxophilly? 

4 In Nazi Germany 
• who was called the 
'Reichstrainer'? 

5 Which national 
• stK'ccr team is called 
'the socceroos'? 

CARTOONS BY ARTHUR CARDOZO 


7 Who scored the first 
• double century for 
India in Test cricket? 

8 Which ipvcntion, 

• and by whom, 
advanced the development 
of hurdles as a sprint event? 

Toxoghilly: tbit itraage 
somidiiig ward wa* the 
orqiaal oane of arekoty 



ANSWERS 


1. The Georgetown Test in 1954 between 
England and West Indies. A run out given 
to a local hero, C.A. MeWatt, sparked a riot 
among the stands and bottles flew freely 
across the stands. This made play 
impossible. The game was resumed after 
the weekend went off peacefully, to sec 
West Indies losing by nine wickets. 

2. Garcin a Frenchman, in 1815. 

3. Archery. 

4 . The National Soteer coach Prof. Otto Nerz. 

5 . Australia . 

6. The only occasion was the India-Australia 
1986 series. 

7. Polly Umrigar (223) against New Zealand 
in the first Test at Hyderabad in the 
1955-56 series. 

8 . The invention of the weighted 'L' shaped 
hurdles by the American coach Harry 
Hillman in 1935. 

9 . John F. Kennedy. 

10 . Leon and Michael Spinks (USA). 
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W ELL, it hasn't happened yet. 

If you had seen me two 
weeks ago and asked me 
how I would survive this West Indies 
tour, I probably would have sat you 
down, given you a cup of tea and put it 
to you just like this: 

The garden shed will collapse. The 
newly-built garage will develop a San 
Andreas fault. The children will all go 
down with some bug. The car will still 
nut be mended: and the dog will do a 
runner. 

How do I know this? Well, it's really 
very simple. He who collects the 
wood, he who enjoys watching the 
building work going on, he who can 
clear up sick without adding to it, he 
who pranged my car in the first place, 
and he who has some control over the 


mutt has left us. 

Not for good but for cricket. 

Now this is not new to the Colvile 
household, but it's not quite a habit 
yet. However, my limited ejqterience 
does tell me that the effeas can be 
catadysmic. 

Daddy went to India fora week in 
November, and what happened? 

Well, the Erench au pair broke her 
wonderful news that she was going to 
have a baby and would like to go 
home. Son No. 1 failed to complete 
quite the same cross-country course 
as the rest of his class fopting for a 
route via home). The dog developed a 
bladder problem. And the baby 
converted to Indian time. 

All this from just one week's 


alrscnce—so what price 12? 

The English tour to India last winter 
might ^ve some clues. 

Daughter No. 1, on seeing Geoffrey 
Boycott but hearing Daddy's voice, 
threw open her arms and kissed the 
lelevsion screen yelling 'Daddy'. The 
cross-country runner muttered, 'Oh 
that's where he is then,' while 
daughter No. 2 was very keen to tell 
anyone that her Daddy was in India 
and did anyone ktiow where that was? 

Thus armed with this experience, 
you'll forgive me if 1 do have a 
sneaking feeling that the world is 
likely to fall apart—unless I can get 
organised. 

Organised chaos has always been 
my watchword, and so the oil lorry 
has come and gone (filling up our tank 
involves the delicate operation of 
bringing the pipe through the house), 
the calorgas bottles have been 
replaced, and the wood is all neatly 
stacked in the shambolic shed. The 
dog has had a wash and brush-up. the 
oven has almost had a clean, and the 
latest staff crisis has come and gone: 
('When I said I could drive a car, what 
I really tneant was that I can't — well, 
not one with a gearstick and wheels'). 

Touch wtxxl, everyone bar the dog 
seems to be fit. His more recent 
exploits defy human belief and have 
no place on the pages of a cricket 
magazine. 

All that's needed now is a survival 
guide for she who is trying so hard to 
pretend that everything is as it should 
be. The thought uppermost in my 
mind is this one: 'll mother survives 
then all will survive.' 

All, that is, who walk on two legs 
not four— but then serving lime on 
the Home Front always has been a 
dog's life. 

Alison Colvile 

Shejs the wife ol TV commeatalor 
Charles Colvile. This piece was 
written before the West Indies- 
England series. Although now we 
wonder who is having a more 
harrowing time: Charles Colvile 
watching the Englishmen getting 
mauled or Alison trying to handle life 
without her husband. ■ 
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FROM HARSHA 
BHOGLE, SHARJAH 


R emember 

1987? That day 
in November at 
the Feroze Shah 
Kotta when an Indian 
innings was opened by 
Srikkanth and Arun Lai 
and not by the 'master' 
himself? That feeling of 
having lost something? 
That incompleteness? The 
disbelief? In spite of having 
four months to get 
prepared for the moment 
when India would play a 
Test match without Sunil 
Gavaskar, when it actually 
(.aine it was shattering. 

It's quite a similar feeling 
now with Kapil Dev. Even 
though he hasn't quit the 
game, there is an emptiness 
that is difficult to explain. 
For sometime now. in deed 
and in word, Kapil Dev had 
been suggesting tliat the 
time has come to start 
pulling out the 
handkerchiefs. Clearly, 
there were few rabbits left 
in the hat and he had 
seemed a bit demagnetised. 

But to see Srinath, and 
then Ankola, and then 
Venkalesh Prasad and then 
Bhiipinder Singh....the 
new ball growing old 
without the great man's 
feel to it....It's still a bit 
unreal and even if Kapil 
Dev plays the series against 
the West Indies, this 
moment shall hang. 


4 Will captain Azharuddin miu 
Kapil Dav in Sharjah? 




JaMrapal Srioadi; 
aaralylliafaalaBt 
MhaatHlaaadt 
ahMolcrickntiiig 
adacatkia 




AsKap&Dev 
amtmpkaestm 
futtmand 
figures out iitdtat 

kim,a ttewbdk 
buSanteamis 
kddatedintolhe 
prmmvsi^ 

; mterha&ond 
erkfeet 



The Future! 
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But selectors are not, and 
cannot be, driven by 
emotion the way writers 
are. And while the 
propriety of tlieir decision 
will long be debated, the 
fact remains that the 
Indian cricket lover had lo 
face reality at some stage. 
This has given him a 
glimpse of what I he world 
will be without Kapil Dev 
and by the time the Pepsi 
AustralAsia Cup has ended, 
he will have some idea of 
the distance the others 
need to cover. 

There has been a touch 


Gavaskar and Sir Richard 
talk about life after 
cricket. while Kapil Dev 
seems to look into the firture 

of sadness in recent times 
at the way some of the 
greats have hatl to leave the 
game. You always imagine 
it differently. Packed 
stands, huge cheers, that 
little drop on the check as 
the pavilion nears and the 
final wave to the galleries. 
That is how you say 
good-bye to a hero, don't 
you? And ytui don't get 
bigger heroes in the game 


than David Gower, Ian 
Botham, Viv Richards and 
.laved Miandad. And Kapil 
Dev? He cannot go the way 
those greats went. Come 
on India, we can do better 
than that. Let's give him 
the packed stands, the 
cheers, the little droplet 
and the wave. Let's do it in 
grace, let's feel the 
heaviness. And then we'll 
give the ball to Srinath and 
Ankola and Bhupinder and 
Venkatesh Prasad. 

And all of a sudden, 
without Kapil Dev, the 
bowling looks rather 
tender and vulnerable. But 
that is because it is alive in 
the shadow of Kapil Dev. 
Once the sun shines on it, it 
will reveal a lot of talent. 
But it will need to reveal 
more. Who, among the 
successors to Kapil Lev, 
has the heart to keep 
going? Sharjah is too small 
an event to provide a 
solution but in its high 
pressure, it will provide 
definite indicators. 

It is interesting that the 
seleaors should have 


•• 

Even though he hasn't quit the 
game, there is an emptiness that is 
difficult to explain. For sometime 
now, in deed and in word, Kapil 
Dev had been suggesting that the 
time had come to start pulling out 
the handkerchiefs. Clearly, there 
were few rabbits left in the hat and 
he had seemed a bit demagnetised 

•• 
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chosen Bhupinder Singh. 
His selection, and that of 
Atul Bedade, suggests that 
our selection system is 
thankfully moving away 
from the youth trap it 
seemed to have been stuck 
in. For too long, everybody 
has believed that if you do 
not play for India before 
you aie23 or24, you never 
will. These two selections 
have sent out messages of 
hope to several hiph 
quality but disillusioned 
cricketers. 

The selection of Atul 
Bedade is an 

acknowlcdgemen; of the 
fact that India now has no 
slog-overs batsman. So 
often, India have cruised 
through the last few overs 
rather than go rollicking 
past them. Hence, for 
perhaps the first time, India 
have picked a genuine 
slogger. But with just five 
other batsmen, the 
selectors have perhaps 
gambled a bit and it is 
pretty safe to say that had 
there been more cricket 
thanjust a maximum of 
four matches, t he selection 
pattern would have been a 
bit different. 

The absence of Kapil Dev 
also means that 
Azharuddin is now the 
senior most member of the 
team. It is nice when the 
captain can have such 
added weight to him and it 
means that Adiar must 
now get used to the fact 
that everybody is going to 
look up to him. .Inst two 
years ago, on the tour of 
Australia, he had seniors 
like Kapil Dev, Vengsarkar, 
Srikkanth and Ravi Shastri 
playing under him. Today, 
if you leave out Sidhu and 
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llie injured but still in 
action Prabliakar, it startles 
you that Tendulkai, about 
to be 21, is the seniorinost 
cricketer! And that eleven 
out of the fourteen 
cricketers iti the team to 
Sharjah have ntade their 
debut in the nineties. After 
Tendulkar! 


Front me to you! Sir Richard 
Hadlee preteirts Kapil 
Dev with a memento 


Rarely in Indian cricket 
t oiild change have been as 
rapid as this. But surely this 
is the core for the next five 
years, because even A?har, 
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the oldest menilu'r of the 
team now, is oidy ^. And 
there is only Manoj 
Ptabhakar to join him in 
the Over Thirties Brigade'! 

But while youth isihe 
dominant feature of this 
side.it does not mean that 
tfiis team is short on 
achievement. Sachin 



Tendulkar, after the New 
Zealand experience, is 
perhaps the most complete 
batsman in the world 
today. It is amazing that a 
man who isn't yet 21, 
should already feel the 
need for more challenges. 
Pushing him to open the 
innings was a welcome if 
inevitable move. 

Tendulkar was obviously 
lost at No. 5 and without 
being carried away by his 
immediate success, it 
would be fair to predict a 
long stay for him there. 
Unless, there appears a 
crisis in the middle order 
which would require him 
to bat at No 3. 

It is a sign of the esteem 
with wniih we have come 
to regard Anil Rumble that 
even two Test matches 
without a big hau! is a 
worrying factor. It is easy to 
gel misled into believing 
that Rumble is a 'soft' 
(.ricketer. That is an image 
that television has created 
for him and which he 
seems to be stuck with in 
spite of some rather 
adventurous a|)|)ealing in 
recent limes. But like 
Tendulkar, though far less 

Nayan Mongia: find of the 
season 


0 
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inihlii'ivti, he IS -1 lliitikiiig 
iii<in tiiui isjust iis 
ajj^icssive. "Bemj; 
at’,f!rfssivt‘," he or.ce said, 
"doesii'i mean you rmisl 
appeal or nesiure or arj^iie 
all the lime. Being 
aggressive means wanting 
a wicket each I'me you 
howl '■ And his strike rale 
certainly suggests a very 
aggressive attitude. With 
Kambli, Rajii, Mongia and 
Srinaih showing enough 
potential, and 
performances to go with it, 
the young core seems 
assured of their places in 
the side. But for all the 
ability it possesses, this side 
has no idea of the trends in 
world cricket. A newcomer 
to Test cricket in India 
seems to take at least two 
years to come anywhere 


And all of a sudden, without Kapil 
Dev, the bowling looks rather 
tender and vulnerable. Who 
among the successors to Kapil, has 
the heart to keep going? Sharjah is 
too small an event to provide a 
solution but in its high pressure, it 
will provide definite indicators 


bowling talents that exist. 

Allot India's great 
limited oveis wins were 
lashioned around very 
high ((uality fielding sides. 
This team threatens to give 
A/hnruddin a permanent 
scowl. Their success at 
Sharjah and indeed, at any 
of the several tournaments 
111 the pipeline, will depend 
on how much they can 
close the gap between 
themselves and countries 
like Australia and Soutfi 
Africa. 

Sharjah also signals the 
end of the cricket season in 
India and for most people, 
a five month break from 
the game But whai will 
that duration be for the one 
person who seems to hold 
the attention c>f all of India? 

We wait and watch. ■ 


tieai iiiteinaiional lieldmg 
standards And that would 
be very good going, given 
the performance ot the 
Indian team in recent 
times. That is the case all 
the way down our cricket 
system, where fitness and 
fielding standards have no 
relation to the batting and 


Kapil Dev seems to study Prasad's 
futura while Jadeja (right) and 
Ankola look on. Bhupinder Singh 
(inset) proves that you're never too 
old to play for India 


PHOinr.BAPh!, PBARtlPMANDUANI 
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STATISTICS 


THE SHARJAH TOURNAMENTS 


Apr . 1984 . 

Pothmans Asia. Cup 

MATCH8S ' - 

■ .3 

iMSfNBl ' 
InSa 

Mar. 1985 

Rothmans four Nations Trophy 

. 4 ' . 

India 

Nov. IMS 

Rothmans litt CtWitenge Cup 

3 

West Indies 

Apr, 1986 

Austral-AsiaCup 

5 

F^istan 

Nov. 1986 

Champions Trophy 

6 

West Indies,- 

Apr 1987 

^jahCup 

6 

England 

Mar. 1988 

Sharjah Qtallenge Cup 

• 5 

India 

Oct. 1988 

Chatnprans Trophy 

S' 

West indies 

Mar. 1989 

Sharjah Cup 

2 

Pakistan 

Oct, 1989 

Champions 

6 

Pakistan 

Apt. 1990 

Austral-Asia Cup 

9 

Pakistan 

Dec, 1990 

Sharjah Cup 

2 

Pakistan 

Oct. 1991 

Wills Trophy 

7 

PakisBn 

Feb. 1993 

Wills Trophy 

4 

Pakistan 

Oct 1993 

Pepsi Champions Trophy 

7 

West Indies 


Total 74 



Pakistan has baan the most succassiul team in Sharjah 



SHARJAH HiGttUGHTS I 

Highest total by a team 

3384 New Zealand vs Bangladesh, 1990 

Highest total batting second to win 

2854 West Indies vs Pakistan 1993. 

Highest total batting second to lose 

253-6 India vs Pakistan 1991 , 

Lowest total halting first to win 

125 India vs Pakistan, 1985 

Lbwest total 

55 Sri Lanka vs West Indies 1986 

Highest individual .score 

153 Brian Lara (West Indies) vs Pakistan, 1993 

Consecutive hundreds (three) 

Saeed Anwar (Pak); 1993 

Fastest Fifty (A World recoid) 

50 in 18 balls 


Simon O'Dormell (Aus) vs Sri Lante, t9ffi) 

Best Innings btiwhng 

7-37 AagibJavedlPakistanlvs. India, 1991 

Outstanding anal^es 

5-1 Courtney Walsh (West Indies) vs Sri Lanka, 1986. 

Hattficks 

Wasim Akram (Pak) twice 


AaqibJ'aved (Pak) .once 
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TEAM RECORDS IN SHARJAH 



P 

W 

t 

SiKean% 

Pakistan 

43 

31 

12 

72.09 

Watt indies 

22 

13 

9 

59.09 

India 

32 

17 

15 

53.12 

Australia 

10 

4 , 

6 

40.01 

England 

5 

2 

3 

40.00 

New Zealand 

9 

3 

6 

3333 

Sri Lanka 

23 

4 

19 

17.39 

Bangladesh 

2 

— 

2 


Zimbabwe 

2 


2 



INDIA IN SHARJAH 



P 

W 

L 

Apr 1984 


2 

2 

— 

Mar 1985 


2 

2 

— 

Nov. 1985 


2 

w— 

2 

Apr. 1986 


3 

2 

1 

Nov 1986 


3 

1 

2 

Apr. 1987 


3 

2 

1 , 

Mar. igffl 


3 

3 

-- ’ ' 

Oct. 1988 


3 

1 

2 ■ 

Oct 1989 


4 

1 

3 

Apr 190) 


2 

- » 

2 

Oct 1991 


5 

3 

2 


Total 

32 

17 

15 


PAKISTAN IN SHARJAH 



P 

W 

L 

Apr 1984 


2 

— 

2 

Mar 1985 


2 

1 

1 

Nov 1985 


2 

1 

1 

Apr 1986 


3 

3 

— 

Nov 1986 


3 

2 

1 

Apt 1987 


3 

Z 

1 

Oct 1988 


3 

2 

1 

Mar 1989 


2 

2 

— 

Oct 1989 


4 

4 

— 

Apn990 


4 

4 

— 

Dec 1990 


2 . 

1 

i 

Oct 1991 


5 

3 

2 

Feb 1993 


3 

3 

— 

Oct 1993 


5 

3 

2 


Total 

43 

31 

12 


LAST TWO SEASONS 
OF EACH TEAM 



JIUMA 

P 

w 

1 


A 

.mm'-'': 

inZimbabwe 

1 



^ ' 

in SouUt Africa 

7 

2 

5 

'w. ' 

‘W—1* 

V England 

8 

3 

3 



vZifflbabwB 

3 

3 




mSiiLanka 

3 

T 

2, 

' 

r-e- , • 

Hero Cup 

6 

4 

,1 

1 

, ' 

vSriLaiw 

3 

2 

1 



inNew Zealand 

4 , 

2 

2 




Total 33 

18 

14 

1. 



PAKISTAN 

P w 

L 

T 

JU» 

World Series Cup 

8 

1 

6 

1 


in New Zealand 

3 

1 

2 

^- 


Wllte Trophy (Shariah) 

3 

3 

— 



Tri/Toumament(SA) 

7 

3 

4 



In Zimbabwe 

1 

1 



— 

in West Indies 

5 

2 

2 

1 

— 

Champions TrophylStarjah) 5 

3 

2 


— 

vZimbabwe 

•3 

3 

- 



in New Zealand 

5 

3 

1 

1 



40 

20 

17 

3 



AUSTRALIA 
p w 

L 

'T 

Mm 

in Sri Lanka 

3 

1 

2 



World Series Cup 

m 

5 

4 

1 

.-^ 

in New Zealand 

5 

3 

2 

— 

— 

m England 

3 

3 

— 



World Series Cup 

11 

7 

4 

— 


in South Africa 

8 

4 

4 




Total 40 

23 

16 

1 

— 

- 

NEWZEAUND 

P w 

L 

T 

Mm 

inZimbabwe 

2 

2 

— 


— 

in Sri Lanka 

3 

— 

2 

— 

1 

V Pakistan 

3 

2 

1 

— 

— 

v Australia 

5 

2 

.3 


— 

World Series Cup 

7 

3 

4 


— 

V Pakistan 

5 

1 

3 

1 


V India 

4 

2 

2 

— 

— 


Total 29 

12 

15 

1 

1 


SRI LANKA 

P w 

L 

T 

Mm 

V Australia 

3 

2 

1 


— 

V New Zealand 

3 

2 


— 

1 

Wills Trophy (Shariah) 

3 

1 

2 

— 

— 

V England 

2 

2 


— 

— 

V India 

3 

2 

1 

—^ 


V South Africa 

3 

1 

1 

_ 

1 

Champions Trophy (Sharjah) 4 

— 

4 

— 

— 

Hero Cup 

5 

1 

4 

-- 


V West Indies 

3 

1 

1 


1 

m India 

3 

1 

2 




32 

13 

16 

— 

3 


tMOMN RECORDS 


Highest total 

, 2734 vs. Pakistan, 1.®9 

lowest 

125 vs Pakistan, 1985 

total 

llZK.Siikkanthvmi988 

Highest individual score 

: . 5-26 S.K.SharmavWt, 1988 

Best bowling 

Comoileclbv RAVI KANTSRIVASTAVA 
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ANALYSIS 


A DYING BREED OF PACEMEN 

CRICKETS 
BEUEVE IT 

PHOTOGRAPHS PATRICK FAGAR 

OR 
NOT! 



















considering early retirement. West Indians 
weaned on a strong fast-bowling culture were 
thrown into a state of panic. The concern is 
understandable. 

From the days when George Francis, 

George John, Learie Constantine and Herman 
Griffith s«)devastaied batsmen on the 1921 
tour of England that they were quickly 
promoted to Test status, the West Indies have 
relied heavily on pace. Manny Martindale, a 
squat, barrel-chested Barbadian rated as 
quick and as dangerous as any, came on to the 
scene in the 1930s and the successors have 
proliferated in the past 30 years—"Pace like 
fire" Wes Hall, first with Roy Gilchrist, then 
with Charlie Griffith, to be followed by the 
unending fearsome quartets of the modern 
era. 

Yet there is the feeling that current slocks 
are low. "Ambrose is a great bowler but, like 
any great bowler.he needs support," Sir Gary 
Sobers observed. "He's not getting any 
younger, has played a lot of cricket and can’t 
be expected to be spearhead as well as stock 
bowler The days when we had a full hand of 
really outstanding fast bowlers are gone and 
there are not many candidates around." 

The four used in the Tests against England 
were Ambrose, the durable Courtney Walsh 
<60 Tests and 203 wickets) and the unrelated 
Benjamins, Winston and Kenneth. Ambrose 
IS 30, Walsh 31, Winston Benjamin 29 and 
Kenneth 26, so the hunt is on for the new 
breed. 

David Holford, the former Test allrounder 
and now chairman of selectors, agrees with 
Sobers, his first cousin. "This is the biggest 
Itroblem lacing the selectors, that somehow 
we don't seem to have the obvious 
replacements for our strike bowlers," he 
conceded. "This is not to say that there are not 
good bowleis around. It's just that they're not 
bowlers you would think of as consistent 
match-winners. They're good, steady bowlers 
who do the basics right but they haven't got 
that extra bit of pace." 

The attack was nevertheless adequate 
enough to take care of England. But it is the 
future that Sobers, Holford and others are 
concerned about. Those next in line are 
Cameron Cliffy, a 6ft 6 in replica of Ambrose 
from the Windward Islands, two tall strong 
Barbadians; Vasbert Drakes and Ottis Gibson, 
who joins Glamorgan this summer, Franklyn 
Rose, a rangy Jamaican, and Barrington 
Browne of Guyana. 

"Most of those arc in their mid or late 



twenties by which thne they would have 
shown whether they are going to l)e new 
Holdings Or Marshalls," Holford said "The 
great fast bowlers are usually spotted early in 
life " 

Rose IS 22, Cully and Drakes 24, and the 
others over 2S. By that age. Holding had 
scattered his 14 English wickets at The Oval ir 
1976, Andy Roberts, now a selector, had 
Imiken Hall's wUket record foraseriesin 
India and Marshall was a Test cricketer of a 
couple of years’ standing. 

Sobers has gone as lar as to suggest that it 
may be time to give spin a chance—a 
revolutionary Ihoiighl and unlikely togain 
much currency. Holford put it in perspective: 
"We'll remain competitive, there's no 
question in my mind about that," he said. 

"but we like to be a little more than that. We 
want to remain top of the heap." 

And while there may be no Holdings in sight 
today, there may be tomorrow. "That's one 
thing we shouldn't lose sight of, that fast 
bowlers tend to arrive on the scene rather 
suddenly," Holford added. "So maybe we 
shouldn't lose hope."B 


■ ■ 

"Ambrose 
can't be 
expected to be 
a stock bowier. 
The days when 
we had a full 
hand of really 
outstanding 
fast bowlers 
are gone and 
there are not 
many 

candidates 
around," —Sir 
Gary Sobers 





REVIEW 


I T was the eve* of the Ran ji Trt>phy 
finals and c‘vt*n though Bengal 
were the underdogs, skipper 
Ashok Malhoira looked and 
sounded quite optiniisiie. He was not 
spending hisiime worryingahoitt the 
possible OLiic'onie of the first day's play 
against Bombay. He also did not 
attach much importance when 
someone asked him, "How do you 
plan to bottle upAmol Majiimdar.'*" 
An unperturbed Malhotra gave a very 
basic reply saying. "I've been told by 
people that Majimidar is basically an 
off side playei. So we'll set the field 
accordingly. The bowlers have 
therefore been told not to feed him on 
the middle and leg " 

And then after a minute's reflection, 
Malhoira added, "Not Aniol yjar, my 
main concern is to get Ravi (Shastri) 
out cheaply. It would be interesting to 
see how ifieir batting then stand up to 
Chetan (Sharma) and Prashani 
(Vaidya)." The Amol Majimidar issue 
had been shelved ciiiite quickly F.nd 
of problem. 

Or was it? 

Forty-eight hours later, Ashok 
Malhotra was opining on Amol 
Majurndaronce again. Rather, this 
lime it was a reversal of opinion. "He 
is a brilliant all-round player. Very 
compact.He will definitely go a long 
way." The occasion which jirompied 
Malhotra's sudden change of opinion 
was the fighting 78 that Majumdar 
made in front of his home crowd. It 
was his fourtli consecutive big score in 
as many matchesand it only justlTied 
the many positive opinions that 
people had offered on Amol 
Majumdar. 

The blossoming of Amol Majumdar 
was one of the many highlights in a 
suspense filled Ranji Trophy final 
between Bengal and Bombay. And 
one of the meire memorable occasions 
was when Bengal skipper, Ashok 
Malhotra made his long trudge back to 
tlie pavilion having been dismissed for 
62 in the second innings. It was to be 
Malhotra's last first class appearance 
and the entire Bombay team and the 
motley Wankhede crowd stood up to 
bid him farewell. Malhoira was only 
22 runs away from equalling Brijesti 


Ssilssm 

Bombay 


Bombay not only won the Ranji Trophy, but 
also underlined a fact: it is the treasure trove of 
Indian batting and newcomer, Amol 
Majumdar is a case in point 
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Patel's Ranji aggregate record and yet 
he had decided to call it a day. Atnotig 
the other vignettes that come to mind 
was the restrained and solid innings 
played by the evergreen Arun Lai. 
There was Sairaj Bahutule who had a 
good match with both bat and ball. 
There was also the shrewd thinking 
and tac lital brilliance that Ravi Shastri 
illustrated on the field while 
captaining Bombay. The fact that he 
led and motivated an unknown, 
inexperienced and for all practical 
purpose an under 19-team to the title, 
further highlights his creilentials as a 
shrewd cricketer. And finally, wh(> 
would have thought that Utpal 
Chatierjee would bowl 39 overs on a 



hot, sultry day and pick up seven 
wickets? 

But these were all side-shows as far 
as the match was concerned. There 
was just one main act and eve.'yone 
wailed lo see how the script and 
protagonist for that would shape up. 

At the end of the day. 20-year-old 
Amol Majumdai overshadirwed all 
these memorable moments by playing 
lo the galleries, however sparsely 
populated they might have been. 
Shastri put Majumdar's inningsand 
his prodigious talent into perspective 
by saying that the Wankhede innings 
was the least impressive of his three 
memorable first-class knocks. In faci, 
Shasiri's opinion, (which came as an 
anti-climax), left many peo)>le 
actually wondering what the quality 
of his previous innings might have 
been like. The thought was quite 
frightening. 

If you pass Amol Majumdar on the 
street, the chances of recognising him 
would be (juitc slim. How much 
attention would you pay to a skinny 
young lad, with boyish features? But 
dll these descriptions only lead you to 
wonder where he aaually gets the 
strength to play all his shots. 

Majumdar is a confident young 
man, though his abundant 
self-respect does not border on 
arrogance. Like almost every other 
budding cricketer in the country, he is 
quite basic when it comes to 
identifying his idols. "My favourites 
I are Sunil Gavaskar, Sachin Tendulkar 
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and Vinod Kambli," he confesses 
matter-of-facily, "I studied in the 
same $ch(K)l as Tendulkar and 
Kambli," and then goes on to add that, 
"We share the same coach, Achrekar 
Sir." 

Majumdar wasn't aware that his 
debut first-class innings was 
witnessed by none other than the 
legendary Clive Lloyd. In fact, he 
wasn't even aware of the fact that he 
had set a new world record by scoring 
a mammoth 260 for Bombay against 
Haryana at Paridabad. It was an 
innings which stood out not only for 
its technical brilliance but also for the 
tact that Majumdar batted for more 
than 10 hours and hit 30 boundaries. 
In a short span of only three first-class 
matches, Majumdar had carved out a 
solid niche for himself not only in 
Indian cricket but he also earned the 
respect of his colleagues in an 
otherwise star-studded Bombay 
line-up. His next goal now would 
obviously be to secure a place for 
himself in the Indian team. 

Would he have set a proper lime 
frame in order to reach his goals? 

"No." he answers quite emphatically. 
I'll just have to keep on playing. 

People arc expecting more and more 
from me with each innings that I play." 

What about pressure? 

Even that factor is tackled rather 
effectively. "People like Sachin and 
the others handle a lot of pressure 
than I could ever hope to face at this 
lime. Compared to the pressures that 
they are exposed to, what I face is just 
a trifle. It is nothing. I have absolutely 
no problems," says Majumdar with a 
rather relaxed look on his face. 

Which brings us to Tendulkar 
himself. At Majumdar's age, 
Tendulkar had established himself as a 
regular meml>er of the Indian team. 
And yet people rate Majumdar as the 
'next Tendulkar'. Would he say that 
this comparison was a gross 
over-exaggeration? 

"No cTicketer has said that and 
no-one will ever say it," confessed 
Majumdar, sounding a trifle irritated. 

" Tell me, how can you compare me to 
Sachin? As it is. comparison is a bad 
thing. And added to that is the fact 



Anwl Majuadar naw kM in Mwn. iRMt 
critics havt laMI Mat vaty higMy at a 


positive influence and coaching 
methods that Ramakant Achrekar has 
thrust ui)on him, he would not be 
where he is today. Majumdar himself 
gives a lot of importance and respect 
to his legendary coach. "He gives you 
a lot of match practice and that helps. 
Under him, you get to play matches 
almost everyday and that only helps 


that Tendulkar is a genius. How can 
the public ever say that 1 am the next 
Tendulkar?" he finished with a 
incredulous look on his face. 

It may be a little tent early to make 
positive predictions on Majumdar's 
talent, given his age and the fact that 
he still has time to grow as a cricketer. 
But Bombay skipper, Ravi Shastri 
feels and rather authoritatively at 
that, that in the Nineties, the batting 
htmours for India will be shared by 
both Tendulkar and Majumdar." Yeb 
(Amol) hahin kbad(HK hai. Sachin is 
off course Sachin. Talentwise, he is 
ahead of anybody. But in the Nineties, 
Amol will be a force to reckon with." 

It is an obvious faa that Majumdar 
has loads of talent but without the 


to build up your temperament." 

"Achrekar Sir also supervises our 
practice sessions both before and after 
the match. He helps us iron out our 
faults, if there are any." One could not 
help but wonder whether this young 
boy led a normal life or not. It seemed 
that he did nothing but play cricket all 
the time. Wasn't all this physically 
demanding? 

"Demanding," countered 
Majumdar looking a little surprised. 
"If we're not going to work hard now, 
and at this age, when do we start? At 
least.l don't have any complaints." 
This writer is not complaining either. 
He has just been privileged enough to 
witness rushes of a future blockbuster! 

Gautam Bhattacharya, Bombay- 
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Yes. Leander Paes now reveals 
his choice: on and off the tennis circuit. 
"Officer's Choice, obviously'. he says. 
Why ?!! 

"Because it's always a winner!!!" 



IT’S YOUR CHOICE. TONIGHT. 

Officer's Choice: Commercial Sponsors of Leander Paes 


A Brand Owned by BDA lid 
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"I Think 
Monica Can 


BeNo.1 Again" 


An optimistic CHRIS EVERT talks to Paul Fein about the state of 
Monica Seles and whether she will be able to make a strong 
comeback to international tennis 


Last summer, when Monica Seles 
talked about her shocking April 30 
stabbing and eventual return to 
competition, she confided: "I was 
always a strong person, mentally. I'm 
not a quitter at anything. That's not in 
my book." 

On February 16, however, Seles 
announced that she would not 
resume tournament play for an 
'indefinite' period. Perhaps further 
traumatized by the Nancy Kerrigan 
clubbing, her psyche apparently has 
not healed. 

Chris Evert, now a TV tennis 
analyst for NBC, told me her views 
about what is really keeping 
mysterious Monica sidelined, what 
her lengthening absence means to 
tennis, and why tennis players are 
vulnerable to attacks. 

What was your reaction to Seles' 
February 16th announcement? 

I think whai happened was that 
Monica was gettins so much pressure 
(to return) from every single 
tournament director. Everybody kept 
hearing; 'Oh, she's in great shape, 
she's playing well, she's ready to go, 
she's going to play this tournament, 
she's going to play that." And 
everybody was anticipating her to 
come back at any time. She just got so 
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bugged by everybody that she jtist 
said, "Hey, I'm going to come back on 
my terms. I have my own timetable. 
And don't ask me. 1' 11 tell you when 
I'm coming back." I also think that 
after the Nancy Kerrigan attack, she 
relived her whole situation, and it 
brought back memories. And maybe 
that postponed her coming back, too. 

Had you detected any clues in the 
past few months about her having 
trouble regrouping emotionally? 



I think Monica realises 
that tennis is not a life or 
death situation. Maybe 
she has also realised 
she's become closer to 
her family (her father 
has prostrate cancer), 
and she's found other 
things outside tennis 



(Pause) No. In the interviews I've 
read, Monica sounded very positive 
and very eager to come back. But 
what's happened is that she's been 
away from the game (for a while) 
now. I think she realises that tennis is 
not a life or death situation. Maybe 
she also has realised she's become 
closer to her family (her father has 
prostrate cancer), and she's found 
other things outside tennis. Maybe 
she realises tennis is not going to be as 
intense when she comes back as when 
she left, and so she feels no real sense 
of urgency to come back. It's part of 
growing up. 

Do you think there is a possibility 
that Seles will never return to the 
pro tour? 

-Slight possibility... but she's too much 
of a champion and a perfectionist. She 
was No. 1 in the world. She was the 
best at what she did. Unlike other 
players, when Monica comes back, 
she expects to win that first 
tournament. A lot of other players in 
similar situations would Just hope to 
take three or four tournaments to get 
themselves grooved and match tough 
again. But she's not going to come 
back until she's 100 percent in every 
area. 1 definitely think she'll come 
back. 






Monica Seles; she's got mystique; she's 
got talent. But can she be number one once 
again ? 


The longer Seles waits, the 
tougher it will be for her. If and 
when she does return, do you 
think she'll ever be No. 1 again? 







Yeah! I think she could he No. 1 
What's happened is that Steffi Graf 
has really taken advantage ol 
Monica's absence She's piling up the 
wins and piling up the conlidence. 
She's a tougher player now than she 
was last April when this happened to 
Monica. Steffi was losing sometimes 
to Aianixa and .fennifer (and 
Martina), and she really didn't liave 
the confidence then that she has i.ow. 
So Steffi IS gtting 

to be a more lormidable opponent 
for Monica. But it's possible 
that Monica can become 
No. 1 again Jt really would 
be a great rivalry 
Itetween those two. 

Are there any parallels between 
the clubbing of figure skating star 
Nancy Kerrigan and the stabbing 
of Seles? 

Too iiiiKh emphasis on (being) No. 1. 
In Monica's case, a Ian did it because 
he wanted Stelli to be No. 1. And in 
Nancy Kerrigan's case. Tonya 
Harding's camp did it because they 
wanted hei to be No. 1 The press 
builds up Net. 1 so much, and they 
don't build up No. 2 and No. 3 and No. 
4. And there’s no shame in being the 
second best tennis player or skater or 
whatever in the world. There's too 
much emphasis on No. 1, and a lot of it 
has to till with the press. 

You commented that the Seles 
stabbing could and should have 
been prevented had the security 
been better at the Bonn 
tournament. Specifically, what 
w ent wrong there? 

1 don't remember being in a 
tournament where the (players') 
chairs are so c lose to the fence. Where 
fans could actually lotich a player. I 
wasn't questioning the security. It was 
just odd that the man could reach over 
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and slab her. At t'very other 
lournanieni I've been to, iliere is 
enough atea between the siaitds and 
the ciiairs where the player sits, 
rhere's no way they can have aaess 
to the player. 

This question 1 ask reluctantly. 
What are the chances that other 
tennis players will be attacked in 
1994? 


That remains to be seen. I'm not a 
clairvoyant. 1 can't predict these 
things. All I know is that the sec iirity is 
much tighter at tournaments light 
now. And it would he very difficult to 
gain access to any of the players. Hut, 
unfortunately, the more these 
incidents hajipen, the more it plains 

Staff! Graf; she desperately needs tough 
competition. Otherwise, women's tennis is 
going to see one-sided matches 


seed., i., jicople's minds who are a little 
unbalanced. I just hope that doesn't 
hafipen. 

Do you agree with the 
conventional wisdom that if some 
nut wants to harm you, he's going 
to get you, no matter what? 

Tennis players don't live in houses 
that have all kincKof security 
meastires and dogs and (loliceinen 
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outside. Wc don't live like Michael 
J.ackson. Tennis players have always 
been very accessible to their fans. 
We've never isolated and insulated 
ourselves. Now, just because security 
niigJit bea little tighter at 
tournantenis, still, we go to movies 
and dinner without bodyguards. 

Tennis players arc pretty normal 
people. So they still are accessible. 



Ma>‘tina Navratilova has hired a 
bodyguard now. 

At tournaments, yeah. But she 
doesn't have one everywhere. I've 
seen her at Aspen (her Colorado 
hometown). She doesn't walk around 
with one in Aspen. 

Am 1 right in thinking that 
women's tennis needs Seles back 
as much for her charisma as for 
her great tennis? 

Yeah. Any individual spoil (ociises not 
only on the physical talent, but also on 
the person, the personaliiy, the 
ihaiacter Monica has a myslupie that 
makes her nnuine Von never know 
what she's going to do. S1k‘'s veiy 
blight She comes acioss very well 
She knows hei responsibiliiies She'sa 
veiygoodNo 1 playeraslai as 
repiesentmg the game ol tennis So 1 
agree 


Tennis players don't live 
in houses that have all 
kinds of security 
measures and dogs and 
policemen outside. We 
don't live like Michael 
Jackson 
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You've called her "the Greta 
Garbo of tenni.s." 

.Just because you never know what 
she's going to do. She was vei y 
se(retiveabout her jniui\ befoie 
Wimbledon a couple years liack She 
)ust kind ol slipped out ol the 
lournamenl without telling anybody 
why. Even willi ihis initiry, she's been 
very secretive, noi rcstlly opening up 
about hei emotiims. She’s pist a very 
guarded and private person. In that 
respect, she's like Gieta Garbo. 

You also said that "women's 
tennis is at a low right now 


without enough established 
names to generate Interest." 

It's going through a lull. That's 
probably a better word. Steffi needs 
sonic competition. It's not interesting 
unless she has tough matches. 
Ironically, the two players who gave 
her the toughest times were Monica 
and .Jennifer. Jenniler had a few wins 
ovci her, lieating her at the (1992) 
Olympics. 

AftcTa while, if ihc'se two don't 
conic bock and Sicffi continues to win 
easily, peo|)le might get bored 

Of all the teen queens in the Open 
Era, Seles appeared the happiest, 
at least until her stabbing. Should 
that trait plus her great 
determination and love of tennis 
make us optimistic about her 
eventual comeback? 

It's interesting because I've been 
reading some ol Monica's receni 
<)Uotc's. She wonders il she's going to 
be as intense She doesn’t feel that sfie 
IS lliai peisoii anymore — the 
champion ol two, thiee years ago who 
was vei> intense and really 
detei iiuneil She sgys slie wateiies 
laiH’sol heisell and slie sees that look 
on her face, and she doesn't lee! that is 
ilie jieisoii she is now that worried 
me liecause tlie menial pan ol hei 
game has really separated her Irom 
ilieoiliei players II she comes hack. 1 
hoiie she' loves the game. But I also 
hope slie keeps that mental Imiglniess 

Will Seles be more popular when 
she returns because people will 
sympathise with her plight and 
applaud her courage? 

Yeah She was not a rea/popiilar 
cham))ion hit two reasons. Number 
one, (ilayuig m ihe (Uiiued) Slates, 
she wasn't Ameiican, and they lend to 
root lor the Aiiieiiciuis. But also, 
(leople still lend to root lor the 
luulerclog And she was winning so 
easily, and ihey were always 
ai'plaiidmg tieropiioneiiis more ih.m 
lier. 1 ilimk people iiow' will 
appieciaie Monica more They'll leel 
sorry for her vvilfi w liat she's gone 
through physically and eiiiotionally. 
And ihey'll alsoceali/e how much the 
game lu-eds liei ■ 
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Lakh^ 


Harmony is the essence of style. 

In the past, foreign labels have set the trend • a ^ 
lakhani Spons Shoes have changed all that • ^ 
latest international styles. Bold desigas. 

At a price that’s just right. ‘ 
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READERS' 

uiz 


QUESTIONS 


In which year did 


women make iheir 


debut in the Olympic 


Games? 


Whicli indoor jjamt 


is often called 'The 


Hungarian Horroi'? 


Which famous 


iiuernaiional 


footballer was known as 
'The Galloping Major'? 

4 If Wimbledon is 
• played on grass, 
which tournament is 
played on Deco Turf II? 

5 Which was I he lirst 
• sporting event to be 
broadcast on television? 



played ? 

9 Why is the mascot for 
• the 1996 Olympic 
Games called, 'Whatizit ?' 


1 ^ What is the 
A v/ • colour of I he 
lowest belt in Karate’’ 


6 Which lamous 
• mountaineer, when 


Rubik's Cube: The Hungarian Horror 

asked why he wanted to 
climb Everest replied, 

'Because it is there'? 

7 In a hurdles race, 

• flow many flights of 
hurdles are placed for the 
runners to attempt ? | 

I 

8 In which country ! 

• was the first j 

international cricket match i 


l AHldONS SV AlliHUFfCABROi'O 




'SIT 


1 1 Which European 
JL •monarch won 16 
mixed doubles titles at 
Wimbledon along with 
Elizabeth Ryan? 

j ^ 'Back to the 
X M «Mark' is the 
autobiography ol which 
former fast bowler’ 

O llow much are 
• hall boys and ball 
girls paid at Wimbledon? 


1. 1912. 

2. The Rubik's cube. 

3. Ferenc Puskas. 

4. The U.S. Open. 

5. The 1936 Berlin Olympics. 

6. George Mallory. 

7. Ten flights of hurdles. 

8. U.S. A. in 1859 

9. As it didn't resemble any particular 
animal, people kept asking;" What is it ?" 

10. White. 

11. King Gustav V of Sweden • 

12. Dennis Lillee. 

13. Nothing! They work for free! 


i.UT/ IMS lil I \ I ( IMI’II 1 !i 








MS. ASHIMA SAHA, 
C/0 PROF. A. C. SAHA, 
25 C. R, M. DUTTA 
GARDEN LANE, 
FLATN0.3R 1/6. 
CALCUTTA-700010. 


All readers are requested to send a passport size 
colour photograph of themselves along with their 
entries. The picture will be carried along with the 
quiz, ifseiened. , 
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FOCUS 


Schumacher's 
win in the 
season's opening 
Brazilian Grand 
Prix suggests that 
the 1994 drivers' 
championship is no 
foregone conclusion, 
and that driving 
skills and not the 
cars will 
dertermine the 
ultimate winner 


By K.O. JACOB 
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N 1993 when Alain 'Professor' 
Prost was winning race after race 
in his Williams-Renault and 
eventually walked away with 
the drivers' championship, few talked 
about his calculated driving skills. 
What people seemed more concerned 
with, was the superior machine that 
the Frenchman was controlling—one 
so well stacked with electronic gizmos 
and superior technology that Prost the 
driver had virtually to do nothing. His 


Michael Schumaclwrlcaiitra) with his 
Benetton teammetas J J. Lahio (left) and Jos 
Varstappaa. Schiiniachsr it slatsd to be 
Senna's biggest challenger this year 

machine they said, won all his races 
for him. 

This disparity in technology did not 
go unnoticed by the top brass at the 
FIA (Federation Internationale de I' 
Automobile) who decided that it was 
time to bring a little amount of fairness 
and equality into the sport they 
controlled. Hence they banned the 


use of active adjustable suspensions, 
antilock brakes, traction control and 
continuously variable transmissions. 
Refuelling was also reintroduced after 
a span of 11 years. Equality between 
the poorer and richer teams once 
again returned to the FI circuit. 

The 1994 season promised an 
exciting fare and one Ayrton Senna 
was billed to be the champion. It was 
only logical because Prost had decided 
to call it a day (finallyl) and Senna and 
Damon Hill had signed for 
Williams-Renault. For Senna it was an 
ambition that he had nurtured for 
long. "1 feel very comfortable to say 
that it is a dream come true. Frank 
Williams is the man who gave me my 
first opportunity to drive a FI car and I 
won my first Grand Prix with a 
Renault engine. 1 am really looking 
forward to driving a Williams-Renault 
in what 1 consider the beginning of a 
new life in motor racing for me." said 
Senna after he decided to race for 
Williams Renault after a gap of six 
years. The fact that he would not have 
the luxury of electronic wizardy that 
Prost had at his disposal last year, did 
not deter Senna one bit. By far the 
most competent driver in the circuit. 
Senna knew what is expected of him. 
The public and the media expected 
him to win the drivers' championship 
and Williams-Renault wanted the 
constructor's championship again. 

The general impression initially was 
that FI racing in '94 will live up to 
these expectations and predictions. 
The only drivers who seemed to have 
a chance of picking up a couple of 
races were Senna's teammate Damon 
Hill and Benetton Ford's Michael 
Schumacher. In fact, Schumacher had 
already served notice to the 
Williams-Renault team at the final 
test session in Iraola before the start of 
the season, wlieie Senna's best time 
was narrowly beaten by Schumacher. 
But no one noticed, and the mood at 
the Williams-Renault camp was 
upbeat. There was no reason to doubt 
that Senna would start off the season 
in style by winning the Brazilian GP. 
But then, iife does at times deviate 
from the original script and last month 
1 when after 56 laps of the 71 lap race 
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Sennui spun off, and out of contention, 
the Brazilian's home crowd looked on 
in disbelief. 

Till then no one had taken notice of 
Schumacher who drove his Benetton 
with great assurance, who after 
starting second on the grid ran close 
behind Senna's Williams in the 
opening stages and then took the lead 
in the pit lane after 22 laps. People still 
expected Senna to pull through and 
run first intiuhe chequered flag. 

When the race was finally over, it 
was Schumacher who took the 
chequered flag and was a lap clear ol 
second - placed Damon Hill and third - 
placed .lean Alesi in a Ferrari. It was a 
dramatic race all right, and it fully 
justified the predictions that the new 
package ol regulations would bring to 
the sport. 

Michael Schumacher 
demonstrated by his win that finally it 
will be the driver's abilities and not the 
machineper.Sf that will decide the 
overall champion this year. Before the 
Brazilian GP he was considered to be 
the driver who would provide Senna 
the closest competition, and nothing 
else. The fact that he came fourth in 
tlie overall ratings last year and that 
his timing was better than Senna's at 
the final testing session counted for 
little. Even Alain Prost remarked, "1 
think It's clear. Schumacher will push 
him sometimes for sure, but Ayrton is 
ihe fastest driver and he has the fastest 
car." But once the race was over, and 
the champagne was spilt, people 
suddenly started talking of 
Schumacher with more reverence 
and some even projected him as a 
potential drivers' champion. 

The notion that Schumacher would 
one day win the drivers' 
championship was not unfounded at 
all. Only 24, this German belonged to 
that rare breed of gutsy racing drivers. 
What makes him different is his 
eagerness to be involved in every 
stage in whatever he does. Add to this 
his overwhelming confidence and 
determination and one has a package 
that makes the limitations in his talent 
an after thought. His irrepressible 
nature, his youth and his 

After tix yean Senna once aoain gate into ttia 
driver's seat of a Renault WllTiams machine 
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1994 FORMULA ONE DRIVER LINE-UP 


Car No. 

Driver 

0 

Damon Hill 

2 

Ayrton Senna 

3 

Ukyo Katayama 

4 

Mark Blundell 

5 

Michael Schumacher 

6 

J.J. Lehto 

7 

Mika Hakkinen 

9 

Christian Fittipaldi 

11 

Johnny Herben 

12 

Pedro Lamy 

14 

Rubens Barrichello 

IS 

Eddie Irvine 

19 

Erik Comas 

20 

Olivier Bereita 

23 

Michele Alboreto 

24 

Pierluigi Martini 

25 

Eric Bernard 

27 

Jean Alesi 

28 

Gerhard Berger 

29 

Karl Wendlinger 

30 

Heinz-Harald Fremzen 

31 

David Brabham 

32 

Jean-Marc Gounon 

33 

PaulBebnondo 

34 

Bertrand Gachot 


Team 

Rothmans Williams Renault 
Rothmans Williams Renault 
Tyrrell Yamaha 
Tyrrell Yamaha 
Mild Seven Benetton Ford 
Mild Seven Benetton Ford 
Marlboro McLaren Peugeot 
Footwork Ford Cosworth 
Lotus Mugen-Honda 
Lotus Mugen-Honda 
Sasol Jordan Hart 
Sasol Jordan Hart 
Tourtel Larrousse Ford 
Tourtel Larrousse Ford 
Minardi Ford 
Minardi Ford 
Ligier Gitanes Renault 
Scuderia Ferrari 
Scuderia Ferrari 
Sauber Mercedes-Benz 
Sauber Mercedes-Benz 
Simtek-Ford 
Simtek-Ford 
Pacific llmor 
Pacific llmor 


COURTESY CAR ANO BIKE INTWHATIONAI 



Seima wMi new toammata Damon Hill (ripM). 
Williams Renault winning the championsnip 
this year seams to be a s^ assumption win 
these two in the same team 

happy-go-lucky attitude arc an 
integral part of his success story. Ron 
Dennis the McLaren managing 
director, after failing to seduce Prost lo 
come out of retirement, was 
apparently willing to pay L2() million 
to this driver whose lexicon does not 
contain the words fear or caution. 

That Schumacher decided to stay on 
with Benetton—Ford divulged 
another facet ol his 
character—loyalty, a character 
attribute hard to come by in today's 
world of sport. "The offer from 
McLaren was unsettling, it was a good 
offer. But it was a lot 
safer for rne to stay at 
Benetton. They are a team that 1 have 
worked with for some time. It is nice 
to grow up with a team rather than 
move somewhere else and be 
expected to win the world 
championship riglit away. There is no 
political rnanoeurvring and I have the 
team's support. It is like a family," 
Schumacher had said after declining 
the McLaren offer. 

Another virtue that is inbred in 
Schumacher is practicality. He holds 
no unrealistic hopes or ambitiotis. He 
has realised in spite of his win in Brazil 
that aiming for the top slot nght now 
would be pointless because his talents 
still need to be honed and the car at his 
disposal is surely not the best in the 
circuit either. "Now, we are 
competing very closely against the top 
teams, but we are still a team of the 
future. I think we can now talk 
seriously about our target being able 
to clinch the No.2 team spot, but 1 do 
not think we can beat Williams. We 
have got a new Ford engine, 1 know, 
but Renault have not been sleeping." 

The hrst race of the season has 
proved that Schumacher is not a 
push-over any more. He has already 
stamped his authority and has served 
notice to Senna and Co. Whether 
ttiere will be any repeats in the rest of 
the races remains to be seen, but one 
thing is lor sun*—Schumacher is 
certainly going to be turning on the 
heat. ■ 
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FOCUS 


ASIF ISMAIL 


SHORT-TERM 



T he tennis fraternity’s 

perception of Asif Ismail has 
undergone a bit of a change, 
ever since he managed to win 
two national titles—grass and hard 
court—this year. And in trying to 
make that all important transition 
from a 'has been' to a 'is nr)w', the 
24-year-old Ismail has acted through 
various scripts that life normally 
writes out lor people of his age. And 
today, irrespective of the 
consequences that come out of every 
decision that he took, and every move 
he made, for every shot that he played 
and missed, or for the Davis Cup berth 
that lie missed oui on, Asif Ismail 
knows one thing; that he is a better 
man than he ever was before. 

There was a time, when Ismail was 
unable to put a finger on why his 
promising career had nosedived. He 
had lost his direction in life, and his 
locus was wavering. Ismail couldn't 
understand it then as he does now. 
And in keeping with his problems, the 
feelings that he portrayed were one of 
confusion. This confusion sometimes 
stayed inside him, and then again, 
sometimes it would manifest itseli 
into the different spheres of his life: 
into his game, into his goals. In the 
mornings at the tennis courts, when 
Ismail thought that he really wanted 
to make it big, to become the national 
champion, to add some substance into 
his life—^when his legs used to throb 
with an overdose of adrenalin, his 
racket ripped through the air like a 
scythe—he would suddenly feel 
something come over him. His legs 
would then stop and he almost as 
suddenly did not want to live his 
dream. Somehow, the size of his heart 
did not match up to his ability. 

There were reasons for this and 
some of them were genuine ones too. 
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Like the time he suffered from a bad 
back injury which forced him to take a 
break from the game for quite a period 
of time. "It happened to me when 1 
was holidaying in the United Stales," 
confirmed Ismail. "This forced me to 
take a long lay-off. I also did not take 
proper care of my back. The moment it 
got better, 1 started playing and so the 
pain kept recurring on and off. Soon 1 
realised that what I needed was a long 
rest and so 1 decided to take some 
concrete lime off." 

The pain in Ismail's back died after 
some time. But the break from tennis 
and the subsequent feeling of not 
knowing what to do lor his own good, 
made liim look a little lost to the world 
that was waiting and watching from 
the outside. The immensely talented 
young player with the howitrer serve, 
the silken volley, and the cocky 
self-assured grin, suddenly seemed to 
be a bundle of cynical contradictions. 
Ismail had suddenly been inducted 
into tfie ways of the big, bad world 
without a prior warning, and he did 
not like what he saw. Things were not 
exactly as smooth as he had 
envisioned them to be, or rather they 
were not like the kind of life that he 
led when he was training in BAT. The 
times that he spent there were simple 
and uncomplicated. Growing up with 
Gaurav Natekar and Leander PaeS 
had seemed to be so easy. And then 
suddenly there he was in the middle of 
a jungle and left to fend for himself ali 
alone and with no one to help. 

Ismail remembers; "1 cannot deny 
the fact that I did feel the absence of a 
concrete method of learning after 1 left 
BAT. 1 guess 1 just fell by the wayside. 
In BAT, there was always someone 
pushing and guiding you and it 
helped. So much so, that when 1 did 
not have it, 1 noticed that my game 


was not getting any forces inonkrtoredkeoim 
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very natural 


reaction: frustration. Given his age 
and the sense of naivete that comes 
along with it, Ismail was soon puzzled 
about why people stopped short of 
discussing his performance or his 
potential. 

A momentary bout of loneliness 
followed, a malady that he tried to 
combat with the use ol temper 
tantrums, and irresponsible displays 
of tennis. The zeal with which he had 
played in his early career had dried up. 
The more he tried his damndest to live 
up to people's expectations, the more 
pressure he put on himself. 

One of the major reasons for 
Ismail's unpredictable and often 
below par tennis performances, was 
the fact that he was finding it 
financially difficult to pursue the 
sport. A player of his talent and calibre 
had to have access to funds, which 
was necessary in order to get the 
desired exposure abroad. In order to 



make a suitable impact in the tennis 
world, Ismail needed to play Satellites 
and Challengers. Only then wou.'d 
critics get a fair idea of his talents 
But much to Ismail's dismay, 
sponsors were not easily forth - 
coming. It was almost as though they 
passed judgement on his capabilities. 
Both Ismail and his fathei knocked on 
every corporate door in desperation 
but the result was the same. Nobody 
was willing to part with the cash 
easily. As Ismail says, "We've tried to 
get sponsors, but it 's a very long and 
painful process. Sometimes after 
months of running around, a 
prospective sponsor says, 'Meet me 
here. Or meet me there, we'll see, and 
wc'll try.' But by the time you finish 
chasing him the Satellite comes up, 
you've had no practise and then there 
is no lime. You can't run around 
everyday looking lor sponsors. And 
my father can't do it, because he 
works from 9 to 5." 

I F one were to be lair in analysing 
Ismail's i>erformance over the 
years, (or the lack of it) it would be 
prudent to add that it is this lack of 
finance that has played an important 
role in relegating his tennis talents to 
the background. It's not difficult to see 
why Asif Ismail's eyes don't burn with 
the fires of ambition. Ismail confirms 
this by saying,"! would say that lack of 
finance and sponsors is a major 
reason. It disappoints me ui a certain 
extent. It is also one important reason 
why I have no ATP points. 1 don't have 
it simply because I don't play in 
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Satflliies abroad And why 1 don'l 
play/ Bocanso 1 can’i afford it. Bach 
Satellite costs a lakh of rupees and i 
don't have that kittd of money." 

Today, Ismail has been given a ptb 
by Indian Oil, where he is working in 
the capacity of an administrative 
otficer. His employers provide him 
with a certain amotmi ol financial 
stability "Indian Oil takes care of my 
expenses as far as my Indian 
tonrnnmenis are concerned," said 
Asil. '■'Bill when 1 go abroad, nothing 
is paid lor I mean, my father cannot 
support me by saying Here son, take a 
lakh of rupees and go i>lay the 
Satellite'. He is the only earning 
memlier of my lamily, and so he can't 
aflord it. Toget hold of a sponsor today 
IS veiy lough, SO my idea is to do well 
32 



Ismail still nurtures 
hopes of realising 
a dream 


in India and see how far I can aciiially 
go. I'll try to play the Satellites which I 
can afford but I also have to be realistic 
enough to know that 1 can't play most 
ol them. I have to play them with the 
money that 1 earn from Indian 
tournaments. Which is why I'm 
playing more seriously." 

In these times ol despair even the 
1 title ol national champion rests lightly 


on Ismail's shoulders. He is realistic 
enough to know that nothing positive 
is going to come ol it. "It feels good to 
say that I'm the national champion," 

" he said. 'But it's 

got me nowhere. 1 still had to play the 
ti lals in the Davis Cup, nothing 
changes. I'm not treated any 
dillerently, the titles have not made 
much of a difference. 

"I think that I've matured a bit 
more than what I was before," Ismail 
coniiiuied. "I have started looking at 
things in a dilfereni way. 1 decided 
that it was liettcr for me to enjoy the 
game rather than treat it as though it 
was something that I had to do. I've 
changed my attitude towards tennis. 
My practice sessions are now based on 
quality and not quantity. If I practise 





Asif Isinail; National champion. But at 
what cost? 

well lor an hour, then I am satisfied." 

Ismail has changed his attitude 
towards life as well. He has learnt to 
pace himself and more importantly he 
has learnt to he honest. As he says "I 
was trying too hard to win the 
Nationals alt these years. Putting too 
much pressure on myselt. But this 
time 1 played it professionally and one 
match at a time and that's why I did 
well." 

Ismail still nutures hopes ol 
realising a dream. But he does not 
want to put it down to specifics. 
Perhaps, satisfaction is his only goal. 
"I did want to be a part of the Davis 
Cup squad. On achieving that, 1 


"I think that I've 
matured a bit more 
than what I was 
before, I have started 
looking at things in a 
different way. I 
decided'that it was 
better for me to enjoy 
the game rather than 
treat it as though it 
was something that I 
had to do. I've 
changed my attitude 
towards tennis." 
Ismail 


harboured hopes ol actually playing 
m the tie. Inn things didn't go right. So 
now I'm looking forward to going to 
Holland where I'm going to play 
inter-club tennis. It will also help me 
prepare for some Satellites that are 
lined up in Asia." So saying, Asif 
Istnail focuses his eyes into the 
distance as though he is trying lopeer 
into his future But then just as 
suddenly, he realises that it is not 
necessary, lor he docs not know what 
fate has in store for him next. Has he 
been treated fairly? Has the end result 
been commensurate with the work 
that he has put in? 

Someone said that 'Life is like a 
game of tennis. Those who serve best 
usually win.' In Asif Ismail's case, it 
seems to be an apt summation. ■ 
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PATTON PRESSED STEEL 
TANKS 

With a capacity that goes upto 
15 lac litres. Patton Pressed 
Steel Tanks were the first to 
receive the approval 
certificate of ISI. 

In India. Patton s main clients 
are, the Railways, Defence, 
Public Health Departments. 
Tatas, Birlasi L&T, Shaw 
Wallace, United Breweries, 
etc. 


PATTON PLASTIC TANKS 

Overhead and Loft, these 
tanks are manufactured with 
state-of-the-art technology in 
seamless one piece 
construction with capacities 
ranging from 100 Itrs. to 
10,000 Itrs, from 100% food 
grade material. 

Our clients include ITC, 

IFB, Dabur. Peerless, NTPC. 
Railways. Defence, PHE, 
Airports, etc 
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PATTON INSULATED 
CONTAINERS WITH ‘PUT’ 

A large version of a typical 
insulated Flask and made of 
100"o food grade material, it 
keeps contents fresh and 
hygienic for extended 
durations. 

Our CLiStomeis include 
Coca-Cola Parle. Pepsi. 

Dukes TOidiNO Godrci 
Agrovet. Innovative Manno 
kiiods. India Poultry Farms, 

I ot'js Chocolate, 

A F R O k L O T K w sk i i y, S u q a' t r 
Dairy, etc 

I aC Si'oe! Ca’CuUr! 


PATTON MATERIAL 
HANDLING CONTAINERS 

Tough and durable, stackable 
or nestable, these are ideal for 
handling of tobacco, tea yarn, 
jute, chemicals, sea food, 
fruits, etc. 

Among others they nave also 
been custoni m.ade for ITC 
VST. CHLORIDE ASIAN 
TOEtACCO ;Dhaka,! SURYA 
TOEfACCO 1 Nepal) and many 
more. 


PATTON LUMINAIRES 

Madefiom lOO v. impoded 
UV stabilised plastic mafenal 
which impans high lesistance 
to discolouration due to U V 
rays as vvel! as heat distortion 
c 1 1 a r a c t e r I s t' c s, t h (r s e 
luminaires are 'deal for 
offices. Clubs, hotels, pa'ks. 
factories, etc,, unc are 
avarabie in .'anous attractive 
Crapes, Our ciierTs inciuce 
Phkips and rriany otners 
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IN T E R V I E W 


Ttwasn '/ unti] 9:55 on a night last February that anyone began to 
take seriously the extravagant boasts of Cassius Marcellos Clay: 
That was the moment when the redoubtable Sonny Liston, sitting 
dazed and disbelieving on a stool in Miami Beach’s Con vention 
Hall, resignedly spat out his mouthpiece—and relinquished the 
world's heavyweight boxing championship to the brash young 
braggart whom he. along with the nation's sportswriters and nearly 
everyone else, had dismissed as a loudmouthed pushover. 

Leaping around the ring in a frenzy of glee. Clay screamed, "I am 
the greatest! I am the king"—the strident rallying cry of a campaign 
of self-celebration, punctuated with rhyming couplets predicting 
viaory, which bad rocketed him from relative obscurity as a 1960 
Olympic Gold Medal winner to dubious renown as the "villain " of a 
title match with the least lovable heavyweight champion in boxing 
history. Undefeated in 100 amateur fights and all 18 professional 
bouts, the cocky 22-year-old had become, if not another Joe Louis, 
at least the world's wealthiest poet (with a purse of $600,000) and 
one of its most flamboyant public figures. 

Within 24 hours of his victory, he also became sports'most 
controversial cause celebre when he announced at a press 
conference that he was henceforth to be billed on fight programs 
only as M uhammad Ali, bis new name as a f uU-fledged member of 


mm 

This exclusive interview was 
conducted in 1964, by noted 
Pulitzer Prize winning 
novelist, the late ALEX 
HALEY. It was the year 
when the sporting world was 
inducted into the magical 
skills and rare oratory of one 
Cassius Marcellus Clay. A 
man who would soon 
answer to the name of 
Muhammad Ali 

mm 



the Black Muslims, the militant nation-wide Negro religious cult 
that preaches racial segregation, black supremacy and unconcealed 
hostility toward whites. 

Amidst the brouhaha that ensued—besieged by the world press, 
berated by more temperate Negro leaders, threatened with the 
revocation of his title—Cassius preened and prated in the limelight, 
using his world-wide platform as a pulpit for hymns of 
self-adulation and sermons on the virtues of Islam. 

We approached the mercurial Muslim with our request lor a 
searching interview about his fame, his heavyweight crown and his 
faith. Readily consenting, heinvitedus to join him on his peripatetic 
social rounds of New York's Harlem, where he rents a three-room 
suite at the Hotel Theresa (in which another celebrated guest, Fidel 
Castro, hung his bat and plucked his chickens during a memorable 
visit to the UN). 

For the next two weeks, we walked with him on brisk morning 
constitutionals, ate with him at immaculate Muslim restaurants (no 
pork served), sat with him during his daily shoeshine, rode with him 
in his chauffeured, airconditioned Cadillac limousine on leisurely 
drives through Harlem. We interjected our questions as the 
opportunities presented themselves —between waves and shouts 
exchanged by the champion and ogling pedestrians, and usually 
over the din of the limousine's dashboard phonograph, blaring 
Clay's recording of "1 Am the Greatest." We began the conversation 
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Top: All moaomaiith* Sonny Liston oflor ho 
kiMckod him oiitto bocomo world 
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on our own blaring note. 

HALEY: Are you really the loudmouthed exhibitionist you 
seem to be, or Is It all for the sake of publicity? 

ALI: I been attracting attention ever since 1 been able to walk and 
talk. When I was just a little boy in school, I caught onto how nearly 
everybody likes to watch somebody that acts different. Like, 1 
wouldn't ride the school bus. I would run to school alongside it, and 
all the kids would be waving and hollering at me and calling me 
nuts. It made me somebody special. Or at recess time. I'd start a fight 
with somebody to draw a crowd. I always like drawing crowds. 
When I started fighting serious, 1 found out that grown people, the 
fight fans, aaed just like those school kids. Almost from my first 
fights. I'd bigmouth to anybody who would listen about what 1 was 
going to do to whoever I was going to fight, and people would go out 
of their way to come and see, hoping I would get beat. When I 
wasn't no more than a kid fighter, they would put me on bills 
because I was a drawing card, because 1 run my mouth so much. 
Other kids could battle and get all bloody and lose or win and didn't 
hardly nobody care, it seemed like, except maybe their families and 
their buddies, but the minute I would come in sight, the people 
would start to hollering "Bash in his nose!" or "Button his fat lip!" 
or something like that. You would have thought 1 was some 
well-known pro 10 years older than 1 was. But i didn't care what 
they said, long as they kept coming to see me fight. They paid their 
money, they was entitled to a little fun. 

How did your first fight come about? 

Well, on my twelfth birthday, I got a new bicycle as a present from 
my folks, and I rode it to a fair that was being held at the Columbia 
Gymnasium, and when I come out, my bike was gone. I was so mad 
I was crying, and a policeman, .loc Martin, come up and 1 told him I 
was going to whip whoever took my bike. He said I ought to take 
some boxing lessons to learn how to whip the thief better, and I did 
That's when I started fighting. Six weeks later, I won my first fight 
over another boy twelve years old, a white boy. And in a year 1 was 
fighting on TV. Joe Martin advised me against trying to just fight my 
way up in clubs and preliminaries, which could take years and 
Olympics, and me all beat up. He said I ought to try the Olympics, 
and if 1 won, that would give me automatically a number-ten pro 
rating. And that's just what I did. 

When did you hit upon the gimmick of reciting poetry? 

Somewhere away back in them early fights in Louisville, even 
before I went to the Olympics, I started thinking about the poetry, I 
told a newspaperman before a fight, "This guy must be done/I'll 
stop him in one." It got in the newspaper, but it didn't catch on then. 
Poetry didn't even catch on with me until a lot later, when 1 was 
getting ready to fight Archie Moore. I think the reason then was that 
he talked so much, I had lo figure up something new to use on him. 
That was when 1 told different reporters, "Moore will go in four." 
When he did go down in four, just like I said, and the papers made so 
much of it, I knew I had stumbled on something good. And 
something else 1 found out was how it had bugged Archie Moore. 
Before the fight, some people got it to me that he was walking 
around and around in the Alexandria Hotel in Los Angeles, saying 
over and over, "He's not going to get me in no four, he's not going to 
get me in no four"—and the next thing he knew, he was getting up 




off the floor. 1 been making up things that rhyme for every fight since. 


Your poetry has been described by many critics as 
"horrible," Do you think it is? 

I bet my poetry gets printed and quoted more than any that's 
turned out by the poem writers that them critics like. I don't pay no 
attention to no kind of critics about nothing. If they knew as much 
as they claim to about what they're criiici/ing, they ought to be 
doing that instead of just standing on the sidelines using their 
mouth. 

As your own best critic, what do you consider your finest 
poem? 

1 don't know. The one the newspapers used the most, though, 
was the time I covered the water front with a poem I wrote before 
my fight with Doug Jones. 1 said. "Jones likes to mix/ So I'll let it go 
six./ If he talks jive/ I'll cut it to five./ And if he talks some more/ I'll 
cut it to four./ And if he talks about me/ I'll cut it to three./ And if 
that don't do/ I'll cut it to two./ And il you want some fun/ I'll cut it 
to one./ And if he don't want to fight/ He can stay home that night." 


Almost from my first fights. 
I'd bigmouth to anybody 
who would listen about 
what I was going to do to 
whoever I was going to 
fight, and people would go 
out of their way to come 
and see hoping I would get 
beat 


You were saying you had been studying Liston... 

Yealu His fighting style. His strength. His punch. Like that —but 
that, was just jiart of what 1 was looking at. Any fighter will study 
them things about somebody he wants to fight. The big thing for me 
was observing how Liston acted out ol the ring. 1 read everything I 
could where he had been interviewed I talked with people who had 
been around him, or had talked with him. I would lay in bed and put 
all ol tile tilings together and think about them, to try to get a good 
picture ol how his mind worked. And that's how 1 first got the idea 
that if I would handle the thing right, I could use psychology on him 
— you know, needle him and work on his nerves so bad that 1 would 
have him beat before he ever got in the ring with me. And that's Just 
what 1 did! 


How? 

1 mean I set out to make him think what I wanted him thinking; 
that all 1 was was some clown, and that he never would have to give 
a second thought to me being able to put up any real fight when we 
got to the ring The more out of shape and overconfident I could get 
him to be, the better. The press, everybody— 1 didn't want nobody 
thinking nothing except that 1 was a joke. Listen here, do you realize 
that of all them ring "experts" on the newspapers, wasn't hardly 
one that wasn't as carried away with Liston's reputation as Liston 
was himself? You know what everybody was writing?Saying I was 
fighting "nothing" fighters. Like I told you already, even with 
people like Moore and Powell and Jones and Cooper, the papers 
found some t xcusc; it never was that maybe I could fight. And when 
it come to Liston, they was all saying it was the end of the line for me. 
I might even get killed in there; he was going to pul his big fist in my 
big mouth so far they was going to have to gel doctors to pull it out, 
stuff like that. You couldn't read nothing else. Thai's how' come, 
later on, I made them reporters tell me I was the greatest. They had 
been so busy looking at Liston's record with Patterson that didn't 
nobody stop to think about how it was making Liston just about a 
setup for me. 

Would you elaborate? 

I told you. Overconfidence. When Liston finally got to Patterson, 
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he beat him so bad, plus that Pattt rs jii looked so bad, that Liston 
quit thinking about keeping himself trained. I don't care who a 
fighter Ls, he has got to stay in shape. While 1 was lighting .Jones and 
Cooper, J.iston was up ti> his neck in all ol that rich, fat ritual of the 
champion. I'd nearly clap my hands every time I read or heard about 
him at some big function oi ceremony, up half the night and drink¬ 
ing and all that, I was looking at Liston's age, too. Wasn't nothing 
about him helping him to be sharp lor me, whenever I got to him. 1 
ain't understotid it yet that didn't none of them "experts" ever 
reali7e these things. 

What made it even better lor me was when Liston just hall- 
trained for the Patterson rematch, and Patterson looked worse 
yet—and Liston signed to fight me, not rating me even as good as he 
did Patterson. He felt like he was getting ready to start oil on some 
bum-of-the-month club like ,loe Louis did. He couldn't see nothing 
at all to me but mouth. And yon know I didn't make no sound that 
wasn't planned to keep him thinking in that rut Hesi>erit more tune 
at them Las Vegas gambling tables than he did at the punching bag. 
He was getting fatter and flabbier every day, and 1 was steady holler¬ 
ing louder to keep him that way: "I'm going to skin the big trear!" 
.."I'm the greatest! ". ."I'm so pretty 1 can't hardly stand to look at 
mysell!" Like that. People can't stand a blowhard, but they'll always 
listen to him. Lven jieople in Europe and Alrica and Asia was hear¬ 
ing my big mouth. 1 didn't miss no radio or television show or news- 
pajter I could get m. And m between them, on the street. I'd walk up 
to people and they'd tell oneanothei about what "that crazy Cassius 
Clay" said. And then, on top of this, what the jiuhlic didn't know 
was that every chance 1 got, 1 was needling Liston direct. 

Was the scene you made at the airport, when Liston arrived 
in Miami, part of the plan? 

You know it. They weie making such a big thing of his arriving, 
you would have though I the taibans was landing Well, 1 wasn't |ust 
about to miss that' Liston came down off the plane, all cool, and the 
press was ganged aiouiid waiting for an interview. Thai was when I 
rushed in the scene, hollering, "tduimp! Big ugly bear! 1 m going to 
whip you right now!" Stuif like that. Police were grabbing for me 
and holding me and 1 was trying to break loose, and finally I did. 1 
could see I was really turning Liston on. 1 got up close enough to him 
and he gave me that evil look again, but I wasn't even thinking 
about him. "Look, this clowning, it's not cute, and I'm not joking," 
he said. And 1 nearly threw a fit. "Joking? Why, you big chump. I'll 
whip you right here'" And people were grabbing me again, and 
somebody had rushed up one ol them little VIP cars they liave at air¬ 
ports. They got Liston, his wife and his bodyguard in it. Joe Louis 
and .lack Nilon were trying to calm things down. 1 saw tlie little car 
taking oil down the tunnel. So I broke loose and took out alter it. I 
was waving my cane, and hollering at Liston. In the tunnel, I guess 
he told the driver to stop, and he hopped off. Was he mad! He holle¬ 
red, "I.isien, you little punk, i'll punch you in the mouth—this has 
gone too lar!" Then people was rushing in and hollering at both of 
us. and I was throwing off my coat and shouting, "Come on chump, 
right here!" Finally Liston swung at me, and I ducked. He didn't 
know he'd had his preview of the tight right then. 

Who won? 

1 bet you it went on two hours before it really got settled. There 
weren't no more swings, but Joe Louis and Jack Nilon and the cops 
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and bodyguards got Liston in the 

airport lounge, and they were guarding the doors to keep me out. 
I was banging my cane on the door, hollering, "Free! I'll light 
you free!" I knew everybody inside could hear me. They couldn't 
hear noihingelse bill me. "Free! You think I'm jiving, chump? I'll 
light you free, right here!" 


Had you worked out a fight plan hy this time? 

1 figured oul my strategy and announced it months before the 
ligfit: "Float like a builerlly, sling like a bee," is what I said. 


What or who made you decide to Join the Muslims? 

Nobody or nothing made me decide. I make up my mind for 
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And, of course, it was all an act? 

Completely—^and it was also building the gate. At least, il it hadn't 
been for the reiiorters, it would have been a better gale. But right 
then I didn't want nobody in Miami, except at my camp, thinking I 
wasn't crazy I didn't want nobody never thinking nothing about I 
had any fighting ability. 


But Liston did do you some damage, too. 

You don't expect to light no lighter without getting hit sometime. 
But you don't want to gel hurt bad, and knocked oul—that's the 
point. Yeah, hehii me some damaging punches. With all the talking 
I been doing, ain't nobody never heard me say Liston can't hit. He 
got me in the first with a right to the stomach. In the second, I made 
the mistake of getting manoetivered on the lopes, and he got in 
some good shots. And in the last of that second round, after I had cut 
his eye, he really staggered me there lor a minute with a long, hard 
left In fact, he did me moredamage with that than any othi'r punch 
In the filth, when that stuff—ro>in,! guess il was—was in my eyes, 
and I couldn't see, he hit me with a good lell hook to the head. 

Despite your victory, the fight ended under a cloud of 
doubt about the genuineness of Liston's arm injury. What's 
your own opinion? 

Eight doctors said his arm was hurt. I ain't going to argue with no 
eight doctors' opinion. And I don't mean that 1 think nothing 
diflerent at all. You take a man punching with the strength and force 
Liston has in a piintli; if all he connects with is air—because 
wherever he hit, 1 wasn't there—^then, yeah, I think it explains how 
he could fiave torn a muscle. 

There was another controversy about the honesty of your 
failure to pass the three Army preinduction qualification 
tests that you took shortly after the fight. Any comment? 

The truth don't hurt nobody. The fact is I never was too bright in 
school. I just barely graduated, lhada D-mmus average. 1 ain't 
ashamed of it, though. I mean, how much do school principals make 
a month? But when I looked at a lot of the questions they had on 
them Army tests. I just didn't know the answers. 1 didn't even know 
how to start after finding the answers. That's all. So 1 didn't pass. It 
was the Army's decision that they didn't want me to go in the 
service. They're the boss. I don't want to say now whole lot about it. 

Was it embarrassing to be declared mentally unfit? 

I have said I am the greatest. Ain't nobody ever heard me say I was 
the smartest. 
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myself. In 1960, in Miami, I was training fora fight. It wasn't long 
after I had won the 1960 Olympic Gold medal over there in Rome. 
Herb Lilcr was the fellow 1 was going to fight, I remember. 1 put him 
on the floor in four. Anyway, one day this Muslim minister came to 
meet me and he asked me wouldn't 1 like to come to his mosque and 
hear about the history of rny forefathers. I never had heard no black 
man talking about no forefathers, except that they were slaves, so 1 
went to a meeting And this minister started leaching, and the 
things he said really shook me up. Things like that we 20,000,000 
black people in America didn'> know our true identities, or even our 
true family names. And we were the direct descendants of black 
men and women stolen from a rich black continent and brought 
here and stripped of all knowledge of themselves and taught to hate 
themselves and their kind. And that's how us so-called "Negroes" 
had come to be the only race among mankind that loved its 
enemies. 

How has it changed your life? 

In every way. It's pulled me up and cleaned me up as a human 
being. 

Can you be more explicit? 

Well, before I became a Muslim, I used to drink Yes, I did The 
truth is th.e truth. And after I had fought and beat somebody, 1 didn't 
hardly go nowhere without two big, pretty women beside me. But 
my change is one ol the things that will mark me as a great man in 
history. When you can live righteous in the hell of North 
America—when a man can control his life, his physual needs, his 
lower self, he elevates hinisel! Thedownlall of so many great men is 
that they haven't been able to control their appetite foi women. 


But you have? 

We Muslims don't touch a woman unless we re mairicd to her. 

Are you saying that you don't have affairs with women? 

I don’t even kiss a woman. I'm ashamed of mysell, but sometimes 
I've caught myself wishing I had found Islam about five years from 
now, maybe—with all the temptations I have to resist. But 1 don't 
even kiss none, because you get too close, it's almost impossible to 
stop. I'm a young man, you know, in the prime ol lile. 


My change (to isiam) is one 
of the things that will mark 
me as a great man in 
history. When you live 
righteiHiS in the hell of 
North America—when a 
man can control his life, 
his physical needs, his 
lower self, he elevates 
himself. 


You mention temptations. What are they? 

All types of women—^white women, too—^make passes at me. 
Girls find out where 1 live and knock at the door at one and two in 
the morning. They send me their pictures and phone numbers, 
saying please just telephone them, they would like to meet me, do 1 
need a secretary? I've even had girls come up here wearing scarves 
on their heads, with no make-up and all that, trying to act like 
young Muslim sisters. But the omy catch is a Muslim sister never 
would do that. 

Your Muslim activities will soon have to be interrupted 
long enough to defend your title against Sonny Liston in 
your upcoming rematch. Now that he's familiar with your 
strategy and skills, do you think he'll be a tougher opponent? 

I know one thing: He would have to think he could put up a better 
fight than he did the last time. Liston has been through quite a bit. 
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Oo you think he'll put up a better fight? 

Maybe, but I'll have the edge again, Liston will be fighting a 
comeback. He'll be in the position of having to prove he can beat me. 
So he'll come in that ring scared he's going to lose. A lot of people 
still reluse to accept it, but Liston knows he was whipped by a better 
boxer. Another thing, don't never forget that boxing is for young 
men. How old is Liston? 

According to published reports, around 32. 

Well, I hear he's pushing forty. He ain't physically capable of 
forcing a body that old through four and a half months of the strong 
training a fighter would need to meet a young, strong fighter like me. 


How about Patterson? Do you think he has a chance to 
regain his title a second time? 

Patterson! Don't make me laugh. I'm a natural heavyweight, and 
he was never anything but a blown-np light-heavy. He could never 
take my punches. I could play with him, cut him up and take him 
out whenever I got ready. And he knows it. That's why he always 
ducked me when he was champ. He ain't no fool. You know, at the 
Olympic Games in Rome, I told Patterson, 'Two, three years from 
now, Tm going to take your title." He said, "You're a good kid, keep 
trying, kid." Well, I bet you he has since thought that over many a 
day. 


Are there any other active heavyweights, apart from Doug 
Jones, whom you rate as title contenders? 

Not in my class, of course. But below that, after Jones—and 
Liston—there's Ei me Terrell. He's a tall boy, a good left jab. He 
moves good, but he tires easy. He doesn't have enough experience 
to take me on yet. But he's a good kid. And Cleveland Williams. If he 
even dreamed he fought me, he'd apologize. He needs a lot more 
experience. Liston knocked him out twice. Williams, if he's 
pressured, will cjuit in a minute. I can't see any more after these. 1 
don't really even watch fighting much, except films of the greatest. 

Just you? 

,Iust me. 


All types of 

women White women 
too inake passes at me. 
Girls find out where I live 
and knock at the door at 
one and two in the 
morning. They send me 
their pictures and phone 
numbers, saying please 
just telephone them, they 
would like to meet me, do I 
need a secretary? 
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Are you the greatest now fighting, or the greatest in 
boxing history? 

Now, a whole lot of people ain't going to like this but Tm going to 
tell you the truth—^you asked me. it's too many great old champions 
to go listing them one by one. But ain't no need to. I think that Joe 
Louis, in his prime, could have whipped them all—mean anyone 
you want to name. And I would have beat Louis. Now, look— 
people don't like to face the facts. All they can think about is Joe 
Louis' punch. Well, he did have a deadly punch, just like Liston has a 
deadly punch. But if Louis didn't hit nothing but air, like Liston 
didn't with me, then we got to look at other things. Even if Louis did 
hit me a few times, remember they all said Liston was a tougher 
one-punch man than even Joe Louis. And 1 took some of Liston's 
best shots. Remember that. Then, too. I'm taller than Louis. But 1 tell 
you what would decide the fight; Tm faster than Louis was. No, 
Louis and none of the rest of them couldn't whip me. Look—it ain't 
never been another fighter like me. Ain't never been no nothing 
like me. ■ 


43 




TENNIS TALK 


A AHAT a British tabloid 
V V newshound asked 
Boris Becker at a press 
conference after he lost to 
Pete Sampras at the 1993 
Wimbledon: "Can you say 
when you will return several 
overdue videos to a local 
video store?" 

S IZE of the crowd 
attending the 1969 
Australian Open women's 
singles final between 
defending champion Billie 
.Jean King and seven time 
champion Margaiet Court: 
750. 

R eason why wiison 
declined to sign Andre 
Agassi U) a racket 
endtrrsenient contract, 
according to .lefl Harmet, its 
director of marketing.for 
performance rackets: 
Because "Agassi isn't a Borg 
or a Connors." 

I ENGTlIoftimeittookto 
_isell all 3,6,00t tickets lor 
a February charity 
exhibition between Swedish 
former No. 1 players, Bjorn 
Borg and Mats Wilander, in 
Stockholm: One hour. 

N umber of the six 

currently active women 
players with the best career 
tiebieaker records who have 
ranked No. 4 or higher 
during their careers: 6. 

H OW Andre Agassi 
recently described his 
five-month absence from 
the tour because of a wrist 
injury and surgery. As "an 
absolute turning point in my 
life" and "an incredible 
ojiportunity." 
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W HAT world No. 9 Todd 
Martin was reading 
an hour before he beat Brad 
Gilbert in the final of the 
1994 San Jose Open: 
Gilbert's book. Winning 
Ugly. 

N umber of minutes in 
the 2-hour, ^1-minute 
Wimbledon final between 
Michael Stich and Boris 
Becker in 1991 that were 
sfteni actually playing: 9. 

N umber of times 
Martina Navratilova 
lost in 36 singles and dotlbiiK 
matches in Federation Cup 
competition: 0. 

R eason why 

Californian Bradley 
Ridder in 1988 pleaded 
innocent of attempted 
murder for shooting his 
girlfriend: He claimed that 
not being able to beat better 
tennis players in high school 
put him over the edge. 



NIS INDEX 


W HAT happened to 
Barry Court 

whenever liis wife, all-time 
great Margaret Smith Court, 
had a difficult tournament: 
He suffered a stomach ulcer. 

W HAT two-tirne French 
Open champion Jan 
Kodes demanded after he 
was upset by Francois 
Jauffret at the 1974 French 
Open: That Jauffret lake a 
drug test. 


C oach who predicted 
that 13-year-old John 
McEntoe would some day 
be the best player in the 
world: Harry Hopman. 


P ERCENT otthe 203 best 
German 11 to 
16-year-old players, 
examined during a five-year 
investigation during the 
1980s, who already had 
spinal damage: 66. 


H OW Billie Jean King 
described serene 1970s 
star Evonne Goolagong: 
"She was a housewife who 
played part-time tennis." 

W HO The New York 
Po.’ttin 1984 called 
"the most striking 
Hungarian beauty to hit 
these shores since the Gabor 
sisters": Andrea Temesvari. 

COMPILED BY PAUL FEIN 
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T he hiilliam Brazilian striker of 
the 1986 and 1990 World 
Cups, Careca intends to stay at 
home and follow the fortunes of 
the national team on television. He 
wants to stay at his villa in the 
countryside, where he keeps 
horses and enjoys hunting. Careca 
is now happy as a family man, with 
his wife Maria de Fatima and three 
children Elen, Alin and Tiago. 
Interestingly, Careca’s real name is 
Antonio de Olivera Filo. His family 
is of Portugese descent. He became 
Careca when he fell in love with 
the circus. As a seven year-old, he 
daily went to see a clown called 
Careca. In jest his family 
nicknamed him after the clown 
and that name stuck forever. 
Ironically, Careca himself is a 
dignified and taciturn person who 
is not given to jesting. In fart, he 
refused contracts to work as a 
television commentator at the 
1994 World Cup, as he said that he 
did not like clowning with words. 


Financial Bonanza 


F IFA has given a financial 
bonanza to the impoverished 
Bolivian F.A. The cash handed 
out to the federation in La Paz 
was no more than an advance on 
the per game hand-out that each 
of the 24 finalists will receive later 
this year. It is estimated to be 
about 600,000 Swiss Francs per 
team per match. 

Satisfied at receiving an 
advance sum of money, the 
Bolivian F.A. has promised each 
player 965 dollars per point won, 
with bonuses of 1,930,2,900, 
3,960 and 9,650, respectively for 


surviving each round upto the 
semi-finals. By western 
standards the bonus offered may 
be negligible. However, it is 
substantial money for a third 
world country where national 
team players, Trucco, Borja and 
Soria are the highest earners with 
some 30,000 dollars per year. 


estimated at 2.5 and 3 million US 
dollars. Another grouse is 
because of delays in securing final 
assurance from' the oi^antsers 
that all nonnal food outlets at the 
nine World Cup venues agree to 
the official hamburger <Blg Mac) 
being allowed exclusive sales to 
the public in June and July. 



I 

Mcdonald's Threat 

■ 

[ AFC Seeking Change 


W ORLD CUP USA'94 is 
having a major imbroglio 
with an official sponsor 
Mcdonald’s. The fast food giant is 
now threatening to withdraw 
from its original committment to 
provide free food throughout the 
month-long World Cup for some 
5,000 volunteers. Mcdonald's is 
hesitant due to the spiralling costs 


A major power struggle is 
underway in the Asian 
Football Confederation (AFC). At 
the AFC Congress at Kuala 
Lumpur on May 13. it is likely that 
70-year-old president Tann Sri 
Hamzah may be replaced. Many 
senior AFC members favour a 
younger and more dynamic leader 
to replace Hamzah, who has been 
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pre$iden^ for twenty years. 
Hamzah'S main opponent is 
expected to ln* the wealthy and 
influentia! president of the 
Malaysian F.A., Sultan Ahmed 
Shah whose campaign promises 
include building of a new AFC 
headquarters in Kuala Lumpur, 
The Kuala Lumpur Congress will 


Cruccii (ill tiliii'l Mien in iinlinii iiijiiinsl 
Eiiiilnnd Hr will iiiil (|ii In itin US hiil will 
insiniiri wdinli llin nnUclies on TV 



also feature elections for the FIFA 
vice-president representing Asia, a 
post currently held by Hamzah. 
There are four candidates in the 
fray. A major contender is Japan's 
Tadao Murata, member of FIFA's 
World Cup organising committee 
and an influential official in 
Japan's World Cup 2002 bid. 
Others In the fray are Moon-Joon 
Chung, president of the Kwean 
F,A. and son of the founder of the 


Hyundai Empire and Sheikh 
Ahmed Fahad, {wesideni of the 
Olympic Council of Asia and 
president of the Qatar F.A. Chung 
and Mnrataarethe main 
contenders. 


Saudis Prefer Shamel Kits 


S AUDI ARABIA has 
announced their kit 
manufacturers for the World 
Cup. The lucrative contract has 
gone to the hitherto little known 
British manufacturing company 
Shamel. Details of the agreement 
have not yet been released. 
■However, it is belijeved that the 
Saudi Football Association is 
purchasing the equipment with 
no commercial strings attached. 

Meanwhile, Cameroon's deal 
with kit manufacturers Mitre 
seems to have fallen through. At 
the World Cup workshop in New 
York, the members of the 
Cameroon national association, 
known as Fccafoot denied they 
had signed a deal with Mitre. 

Now Fccafoot is in search of a 
manufarturer but there arc few 
takers. Adidas and Reebok are 
both showing only cursfory 
interest. The problem is that most 
of the Cameroon players 
negotiate their own contracts and 
therefore colleaive discipline is 
diffiailt to maintain. In. the 
previous World Cup, players 
from Cameroon wore shirts and 
shorts of different brands, despite 
contractual commitments. 


Falcao As Manager 


A nother great BfajUlian, the 
midfielder Falcao, is stili active 
in football. He has been appointed 
to succeed Optchmaii Ham Ooft as 
manager of Japan. Falcao thus may 
not go to the USA fpr the World 
Cup, as he wiU he busy preparing 
Japah for the Aslan Games at 
Hiroshima In October this year. 
Falcaq's first games as national 


manager of Japan wiH be In the 
Kirin Cup. where the expected 
opponents are Argentina and 
Prance. ' 

Falcao has had a chequered 
career as a manager, He was 
manager of the Brazilian national 
team from 1990-^1. Then he 
became manager of a Mexican 
dub, America and his old dub 
International. Falcao achieved 
little success in any of these 
assignments and one hopes he will 
finally achieve fame with Japan. 


Foreign Coaches in Asia 


T here is an increase ol foreign 
coaches in Asian countries. 
Jorge Solari of Argentina is Saudi 
Arabia's latest World Cup coach. 
Solari was a member of the 1966 
World Cup team and recently was 
manager of Newell's Old Boys 
when they signed the great Diego 
Maradona. 

Former Cameroon manager, 
Claude Le Roy, has signed a 
two-year contract to manage the 
Malaysian squad. The 45-yeaF-old 
Claude will be paid 4,000 British 
pounds per month. So foreign 
coaches are expensive and India's 
Jiri Pesek salary of 1,500 dollars per 
month is chicken feed. 


Enthralling Football Book 


T WO lawyer-authors have 
written a football book which 
is a best-seller in Europe this 
summer. The newiy-appeared 
Carton Rouge takes the 
Marseille-Valendenncs affair as a 
topical peg to investigate a series 
of scandals in French football 
over the past few decades. The 
two lawyer-authors have a lopg 
association with football. Abdre 
Sulicr was chairman of the 
French national league's 
disciplinary committee, while 
Andre Bpffard was the 
representative for several leading 
French players. 

NovyK^Mdi« 
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ANALYSIS 



Although one day cricket is full of 
razzmattazz, and great crowd support 
it has bankrupted Test cricket of its 
traditional skills 


BY DEREK PRINGLE 


T HERIi is no doubt that as iho 

popularity of Test cricket wanes, 
one-day cricket bankrolls the 
international game. But like the 
Colombian drug lartcls, it has created a 
product that has i)roved addictive to pushers 
(the administrators of the game) and public 
alike, and has threatened to bankrtipi the 
gameol its traditional skills. 

By leedingthe habit, the cricket auihorities 
are placing greater physical demands on 
players who also no longei seem to know ot 
care whether a snick will biifig ihem death, as 
It does with a slif) cordon in place in a Test, or 
glory, as it invariably does in a one-dayer. 

II Tc'st crickel is to survive, both linancially 
and asa vehicle lor different skills, it needs the 
one-day gann,’, but only in moderation The 
way It has prolileraiecl in the last It) years, 
particularly outside England, has been 


Part of the razzle-dazzle 
that accompanies 
modern-day cricket. 
Picture shows festivities 
before the start of the 
World Cup '92 final, in 
Melbourne 
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tolerated as a necessary evil—hit and giggle is 
the phrase David Gower uses. 

When I started playing first-class cricket, 
the one-day game was well established. 
Perhaps as a child of the new discipline, I 
found one-day games enjoyable, though 1 
suspect for all the wrong reasons. Apart from 
the large and vocal crowds, my style of batting 
and bowling were well suited to its restrictive 
parameters and there were several occasions 
that tended up being picked for Test matches 
on the back of one-day performances. 

But it is only when you become a regular 
spectator that you can see just how sterile and 
stereotyped this type of cricket has become. 
No matter how free you try to keep the mind 
for the more complex attacking tactics needed 
in the longer game, the negativity loaded into 
the modern player by one-day cricket pops up 
whatever the circumstance. 

Captains set defensive fields at the drop of a 
cap while bowlers, instead of trying to move 
the ball and attack, are simply content to bowl 



MOINUDDIN HAMin 



to their field. When England had the West 
Indies struggling at 23 for 3 m the first Test at 
Sabina Park, they allowed Brian Lara and 
Keith Arthurton to settle. 

Instead of roughing up the new batsmen, 
like Courtney Walsh did, and accepting the 
possibility of giving runs away, the bowlers 
ttptcd to wait for the batsmen to make 
mistakes. It didn't happen, and Athertmi and 
his bowleis missed a vital chaiue to exploit a 
rare passage of West Indian weakness. With 
more adventure, England might have taken a 
one-nil lead. 

This is a direct consequence of too much 
one-day cricket, which encourages players to 
bowl within themselves and to experiment 
only as a last resort. As most English county 
bowlers know only loo well, the curieni 
motto, irrespective of the type of match, is: 


■ ■ 

It is only 
when you 
come as a 
regular 
spectator, 
that you can 
see just how 
sterile and 
stereotyped 
this type of 
cricket has 
become 

■■ 
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"I don't get 
nervous in 
these games 
like I do in 
Test 

matches. 
They are the 
ultimate^ 
and the 
yardstick 
you will 
finally be 
judged by. I 
just relax in 
one-dayers 
and am 
happy if it 
turns out to 
be Smy day/' 
— Desmond 
Haynes. 


I 


"Restrict and ye siiall he praised." 

Batting UH), has sulfercd. No one sets out to 
bat for the first two days of a Test match — 
always the best way to dominate the game,if 
the toss ts won on a lair pitt It. During ilie first 
Test in Perth back in 1982, ChrisTavare halted 
the whole ol the first day, ending some way 
short of his century. He was pilloried by press 
and spectator alike, and yet he had played the 
Test game to perleciion. 

But if such dour obdurat y Hies in tfie laie ol 
the short attention s[)an ol the moderti 
spectatot, bad habits engendered by the 
scoring demands of o:te-day c i ickel should be 
roundly criticised 

The (.onstant need to manoeuvre the ball 
into gaps has bred a generation of batsmen 
who find it riatuial to open the late of the tal 
and who rarely move their feet as mm h as 
they oiiglil. There are players who ad)usi their 
styles actordingly. 

Javed Miandad, lor instance, squares up to 
the ball in the 5()-over games, as if playing 
French cricket. This enables him to squirt the 
ball away both sides of the wicket. In a Test, 
however, everything thanges. Tfie lull face ol 
the bat is shown and as the time frame 
im leases, so does hts patience, as he waits lor 
ihe right ball 

laveil's method has evolved Irom more 
than 20 years m the spoil and his abilily to 


succeed in two very dillerent hums ol the 
game make him a rare animal indeed. It can be 
difliciill, particularly lor playets not sure ol 
their places, to switch successlully their 
modus operaudi between Tests and 
one-dayers when an itinerary tumbles the 
two together. 

Unlortunaiely. the hxture list for this lour 
of the West Indies— and more critically for 
England's visit toAustialia ne-\t winter—has 
maximum hiiiilraiice value Down Linder, for 
instance, between 2'’ November and 7 
Februaiy, England Imd themselves switching 
back and forth Irom Test to World series at 
least lour times in an itinerary. 

But as an act of one-day overkill, it pales in 
comparison with the proposed format for the 
next World Cup to be held in India, Pakistan 
and Sri Lanka m 199S. Out of a total of 37 
maiches, 30 will be played in order to winkle 
out lout teams from 12 lor the final shake-up. 
Such blatant attempts at filling the colters 
cannot h.ive the players' interests at heart. 

As Desmond Haynes, who has jilayed his 
238th one-day international says: "I don't get 
nervous in tliesi' games like 1 do in Test 
matches. T/reyare the ultimate, and the 
yardstick you will linally be judged by. 1 just 
relax in one-dayers and am hapjiy if it turns 
out to be my day. It 1 fail, 1 don't worry. I know 
there will be another one along soon."5 
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MAILBAG 


Y our ^oto-feature on the 
iJ&ekMnmer Olympics, 

do jofilce to the leai star of the 
ritow, the w$If-like Oksana Balul 
of UkcBihe. Thanks to Pilme 
Sports, cm wos witness to not 
just the Harding drama or the 
polished performance of 
Kerrigan, but the 
emotion-diarged display of 
Oksana. 

Unfortunately, Sportsworid 
has shnpiy followed the same 
American hype by giving 
photographs of Harding and 
Kerrigan, but none of Oksana. 
Hope you will be able to rectify 
matters somewhat. 
LUITHASUBfUMANIANM. 

Madras. 

Here's an eyekil of Oksena Balul -fdibx 
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Irreparable 

TTS very unfortunate that 
JLltamesli Xiishnan has quit the ‘ 
game and vrdll not play for India 
in the Davis Cup. The loss Is 
iiniparabie. 

NaMEHiGGyAU 

•Jodtapw. 


Corrigendum 

VTSHE photograph of Courtney 
X Wafadi (SportsworUL 6th 
April) was wrongly identified as 
Curtly Ambrose. The error is 
regretted.—Editor 














JAGAT and ANITA 
NAN JAFFA, the 
husband and wife 
team of motorbike 
raUyists,have 
consistently won 
national-level rallies 
for the past nine years. 
But, despite their 
stupendous 
achievement, they are 
unknown and 
unsung. This is the 
story of a couple who, 
with dedication and 
courage, have etched 
their names in Indian 
rallying history 




EACH OTHER 



BY SHEVLIN 
SEBASTIAN, 
COORG 


Tis whih silting in photographer George 
Francis ' studio in Madras that the idea to do a 
story on the Nanjappas came. He shows me 
numerous colour negatives of shots that he 
had taken when he had gone fot a three-day 
holiday to the Nanjapjtas plan tation. 

"My God," I remember suddenly, "this 
story has been [rending for years. Whenever 
we go to Bangalore, Joy George of our office 
there used to urge us to visit the Nanjappas. 
But who wanted logo to C'oorg?! mean, there 
was the hassle of taking a photographer 
alongl" 

"So you go now ," George says, 
immediately opening a small, white book 
which contained telephone numbers. 

"The Nanjappas do not have a telephone," 
he says, as he dials a number, "the phone is in 
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S P E C I A L 


F E A T U RE 



Tlie houM on lb« ptantation 
inCaorg. Jagatntha 
owner d 75 acres but ha 
says that compared to 
other landowners, he is a 
'small' landowner 



"For me, a bike 
is alive, it's got 
a mind of its 
own. it can 
throw you off, 
when it does 
not like the 
way you have 
ridden it. There 
is a sort of 
communication 
between the 
bike and me 
and it responds 
all the time," 

—Jagat 
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pretty good mental and physical endurance. 
For example: if 1 make a mistake, as regards 
the route, 1 have learnt to he calm. By Iwing 
calm, I avoid making more mistakes. This 
calmness is very necessary since we are 
performing under high stress and pressure 1 
have seen hikers, who, when they have a 
small accident, try to repair it on the spot 
and because they are not calm, they lake 
longer to repair it. And inevitably, the job is 
not done properly 

Coming to another point, what is the 
reason for this fascination with speed? 
Some people like to go fast all the time.... 
Well, it's nice to have a feeling that you are tfie 
master of a vehicle, li's sort of having a sense 
of power. There is also a sort of freedom. 
When you arc on a hike, you are away from 
life's hassles and tensions. There is just you 
and your bike and you can ride like the wind. 
Is there a connection between bike and 
rider? Pesi Shroff talks about a 
non-verbal connection between horse 
and jockey. Can there be such a 
connection with a lifeless thing as a 
motorbike? 

Yes, there is a sort of connection. 

But a bike is an inanimate object. How 
can there be a connection? 

1 don't know. Somefiow, you feel it. By 
tinkering with the machine, by fine tuning it 
so well, you give it life. I even talk to my bike, 
especially after it has done well. 1 tap it and 
say, "Good show, boy!" I congratulate it after 


a win. Because, lor me, a bike is alive. It's got a 
mind of its own. It can throw you off, when it 
does not like the way you have ridden it. Yes, 
there is a sort of communication between the 
bike and me and it responds all the time. 

Do you practise every day? 

Well, 1 ride every day. And whenever 1 ride, I 
always go very fast. So that is the practice for 
me. I have noticed that whenever I ride slow, I 
lend to make mistakes. Because when 1 ride 
fast, 1 concentrate better 
You mean, a high level of concentration 
is synonymous with speed? 

Yes. As I begin to go faster and faster, 
everything becomes razor sharp. For 
example: my hearing becomes very sharp. I 
listen to the sound of the engine, to know that 
everything is working smoothly. So then I can 
know whether I can rev it higher or whether 1 
need to slow it down a hit. Then my eyesight 
becomes keener liecause I don't want to crash 
into anything. 

Do you notice the scenary at all? 

No, it just passes by me. 

What, if a pretty woman walks down the 
road... 

(Smiles): I will see her in my peripheral vision. 
But I am going much too fast to really 
appreciate her. 


ON THE HUSBAND AND WIFE 
PARTNERSHIP 


when did Anita Join you? 

In '81. At that time, we were not married. We 
married in '82.1 met Anita in Coorg, at a 
cousin's wedding. She was studying in 
hoarding sch(M)l in Only and had come down 
for the holidays. Wc are related in a way. 
Anita's mother is my first cousin. So, in a way, 
I have married somebody like my daughter. 
Anita, when you started out, did you 
have any idea of navigation? 

I had no idea at all. I had no idea of bikes 
before 1 met Jagat. But he explained to me the 
basic things and then I picked up as wc went 
along, f remember, in the first rally, 1 made 
plenty of minor mistakes but it didn't matter 
at all. The tally was 36 hours long, which was 
extended finally to 42 hours. So, it was a rally 
of endurance. So even if we wandered off, and 
went down a wrong route, we could correct 
ourselves and come back on the route. But 
these days, things are very different. The 
rallies are of short duration. It's almost like a 
sprint. 

Jagat, you mentioned earlier, that in 





order to do well, you have to vibe well 
with your navigator... 

Yes, that is very important. For example: if the 
bike has a fall, the navigator should be 
sporting enough, to get up quickly and start 
once again. Or if the navigator makes a 
mistake and we go down a wrong route, then 
we try to correct ourselves, instead of wasting 
time in recriminations. 

Normally married people try to do 
different things, to have a sense of space. 
You don't have that problem of being 
together for 24 hours? 

See, I am n«)t always with my wife. When I 
have lo repair my bike, 1 have to go to 
Coimbatore or Bangalore. So I am gone for a 
few days. Then I get the break I need. It's not 
24 hours at all. 

But in a rally, you are always together. 

T hen, don't you grate on each other's 
nerves? 

In the initial years, yes. Because we were new 
to rallying and we did not have the necessary 
confidence and experience. We were still 
learning. The co-ordination was not there. 

But now, we have a keen idea of each other's 
movements. The mental understanding is 
much deeper and so everything goes 
smoothly. 

What qualities do you find in Anita, that 
eggs you on? 

Anita has got a fantastic memory. For 
example: she tan memorise most parts of the 
tulip chan, so that she can tell what is coming 
next on the road, almost by memory. That is a 
very important quality. So, in spite of being 
bounced about and not being able to read the 
lulij) chart projterly, she can still give 
directions through the .strength of her 
memory. 

Then she gives good directions on how to 
improve the functioning of the bike. We have 
been together for so many years, doing the 
same thing, so she has a gwtd idea of what sort 
of a bike we need. 

Then what other qualities? 

For example, if we have a toss, she will always 
pull me up and say, "Come on, we've got lots 
lo do." When I would think, "Enough, no 
point in carrying on." 

You tend to give up earlier than Anita? 

Yes, 1 tend to do so. 

Are tosses a regular occurrence in rallies? 

In every rally, you can expect at least one 
toss-up. And sometimes, it has been 
dangerous. There were times when I was 
injured badly. It is very difficult to ride a rally 


without falling off. Because most of the 
terrain is through dirt roads. 


The next day, on the dot of eleven, Jagat 
Nanjappa zooms in, in his Tala mobile. His 
car's engine is in such perfea tuning that 
there is no noise at all. It is like a silent ghost. 
He is dressed in the same manner as 
yesterday—white shirt, lucked into light 
brown denim trousers and thick brown shoes. 
I get into the car and we turn around and 
move off. The drive is smooth and easy. The 
road to the town is deserted and silent. It is no 
wonder how Jagat learned to drive fast. On 
these roads, you can go on for quite a while 
before you encounter a vehicle. 

We reach Virajpet and there is the 
astonishing sight of Jagat saying, 'Hi'to so 
many people. Most of them arc in Maruti vans 
or jeeps or bikes. 

"How come you know so many people?" I 
ask. 

"The Coorgis are a small community ," be 
replies, "so everybody knows everybody else. 


SHEVLIN SEBASTIAN 



in traditional Coatgi drau. 
AMw^h Anita prefan to 
waar joant and Jagat. 
alackt 




In the abtence of kids, a 
melange of dogs create a 
noise in an otherwise quiet 
house 


Here, all the plantations are owned by the 
Coorgis while all the shops and the businesses 
are owned by Keralites. After all Kerala is less 
than 100 kms away." 

He stops in front of a liquor shop. 

"What would you like to drink?"be asks. 

I don't know what to reply. I am not much 
of a drinker. 

"You could have some beer, "he says, 
smiling slightly. 

"Well I could give you some company," 1 
reply. 

He laughs sardonically as he gets out of the 
vehicle and says, "That's what everybody 
says ." He goes into the shop and within a 
couple of minutes, he returns with a case of 
beer. He puts it into the hack and gets in. He 
imerts a cassette into the car stereo—that 
perennial classic—'Country Roads'by .John 
Denver. 

We .start again and now we are climbing a 
hill. We go further and further away from the 
town. It becomes beautifully silent except for 
John Denver's dulcet toite. There is greenery 
all around. 

"See," he says, "if you look hard, you will 
see different shades of green." And true 
enough, there arc a variety of different shades 
of green. One tree has orte colour of green 
leaves: another, a different shade altogether. 

I Then Jagat stops the car and points at a small, 
bright pink polythene packet lying on the side 
of the road. 

"Don't you think ", he says, as he lights a 
cigarette, "that this packet is an eyesore?" 
And again, astonishingly, what be says is 



true. It is indeed an eyesore. He starts the car 
and now, we move away from the road on to a 
yellow dirt road. We drive on for fifteen more 
minutes before we reach the house. It is at a 
lower incline from the road. Jagat cuts the 
engine off and we roll down the slope and he 
parks the vehicle to the left of the porch. It is a 
spra wling house with a red tiled roof. Anita 
comes i>ut. She is dressed in a white t-shirt and 
black denim trousers. She is also wearing 
sneakers. 

She smiles. She looks cute when she smiles. 

into the drawing room. The dogs are 
barking like mad. Jagat tells them to shut up. 
Inside, there is a coir caqiet on the floor. The 
chairs and sofas are made of coir threads. A t 
one corner, on a low table, there are a few 
trophies. Nil e taste. Simple, yet elegant. Anita 
goes into the kitchen and returns with glasses 
of red watermelon luice. I take out the 
dictaphone and we start talking once again. 


ON WHAT RALLYING IS ALL ABOUT 


what are the formalities for taking part 
in a rally? 

Jagat; Wc fill up the entry form along with our 
passport-si/e ph(»tographs. You are supposed 
to have a toinpetilion license This is different 
horn the normal license This i.s issued hy the 
Motor Sports l edeiation (FMS('.l) and it is 
valid for a year. Tfie navigator should have a 
passenger license. 

Then a day before the event, the officials 
scrutinise the bike. They find out whether it is 
eligible for that particular class; whether the 
safely standards are okay Then we have to 
produce a medical certificate, stating that we 
are physically okay. You have lo mention the 
blood group in the certificate. And in the 
evening before the competition, there is a 
compulsory briefing by the organisers. They 
tell you where to be careful, what you should 
do, etc. Then they brief you about the rules. 
How is a rally conducted? 

See, there are two stages in a rally. One is 
called the competitive stage and the other is 
called the transixirt stage. This always 
alternaios, Irorn one to the other. The 
tiansport stage is when we go from one 
competitive stage to the other. This is usually 
through city roads clogged with traffic. 

The competitive stage is where the actual 
competition takes place. The organisers 
normally try to find deserted sections for this 
part of the rally. Usually, the rally starts in a 
city and wc have a spet'd of about 30 km/h. 
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special f e a t u 



So, you arc not allowed to overspecd tliiough 
cities. You are also not supposed to go early to 
a lime (oniiol If you go early, for every 
mimiie, a jienally pomi is given. And it is the 
same for teaching late. Altei the iianspori 
stage, in the lotnpetnive stage, the speeds are 
usually unattamahle 
That means? 

They will give you speeds which you will find 
is very dillicult to attain, because ol the 
terrain. Now the maximum is 1 10 km/h. 

What happens if you cross the speed 
limit? 

In a competitive stage, it tsjust not pcissildeto 
attain these speeds. Because the terrain is 
usually very rough, and they are normally dirt 
roads. But il it is a tarmac road, there is a 
chance. But even that bc'comes difficult, 
because the road Is rarely straight. 

What then is the idea of having an 
unattainable speed? 

To give points to t hose who can reach the 
closest. If you have an attainable speed, then 
everyone will reach the time control, and so, 
there is no connietiiion at all. Generally, the 
person with the least penally points wins 
Do people cheat in these rallies? 

Sure' They try to put in parts that are not 
allowed by the organisers. The reason is that 
they want to win desperately. Because il they 
win, they will get sponsorships and then they 
can earn more money. But inevitably, they 
get caught. 

Is there a chance of them not getting 
caught? 


That's very rare. Maybe, you can escape in | 
one rally, but you will get caught in the next | 
one. Because the checking is very strict | 

Although these riders are very smart. .lust | 
before they finish, they put back the old parts, f 
so when the c becking is done aftei the rally is | 
over, everything is in order { 

I 


ON SPONSORSHIP AND ITS 
PROBLEMS 


Jagat, how much does it cost to take pan | 
in a rally? ? 

Well, till recently, we had MRF as our ! 

sponsors So, lor them, it cost between Rs. j! 
7S,000-8S,000 per rally j 

How is the money given? * 

They give some money lor preparation costs. | 
So, you can spend all your money on the | 
preparation costs or save some of it. It comes f 
to about Rs 25,000. Then llie> jiay lor your I 
accommodation, vcrtiavel, the charges for | 
the service ic'am, etc. | 

Did MRF pay you extra for wearing their | 
logos? 

No, this is included in the Rs. 80,000 total 
contract thai we sign. However, if we win a 
MRF sponsered rally, we get a bonus of Rs 
2S,000. Incidentally, after the initial 
payment, I do the spending for the rest ol the 
season. 

How much would you spend in a season? 

I would spend abotit Rs. 40,000 for a rally. So I 
end up spending close to Rs 3 lakhs in a 


The tropbias tiiat they have 
won over the years. Both irf 
them have no idea of when 
they won most of them 



People cheat 
by putting in 
parts that are 
not allowed by 
the organisers. 
The reason is 
that they want 
to win 
desperstely, 
Becanse if they 
win, they will 
get 

sponsorships 
and then they 
can earn more 
money," 

— Jagat 
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“Jagat is very 
understanding. 
He is a man 
who doesn't 
talk much. 
Most of the 
time, he is 
silent He does 
not like 
meeting 
people. He is a 
bilofaloner,' 
—Anita 



"Anita has got 
a fantastic 
memory. She 
can memorise 
most parts of 
the tuMp chart, 
so that she can 
tell what IS 
coming next on 
the road, 
almost by 
memory. That 
is a very 
important 
quality," 

— Jagat 
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season. And if the bills are cleared after a year 
then it's almost like a bonus to me. For 
example: 1 have not had my '92 billscleared so 
far. We stay in all those fancy five-star hotels. 
But actually, we are getting nothing and 
people don't know about it. In fact, we are 
now thinking of financing out own races. We 
can, if we are careful, do it cheaply. You know, 
instead of staying in a hotel, we can stay with 
sttmebody, etc. 

I How about getting some more sponsors? 

i ln India, to get a sponsor, it is better to meet 
them personally. Then there is a chance to get 
something. But we live so faraway. The 
sponsors live in cities like Bombay, Madras, 

I Delhi, etc. It is just not possible for us to visit 
I them often. It's also not possible to run for 
i sponsors and do top-class competition at the 
I same time. Abroad, the case is different There 
I arc agents who will do this work for you, in 
I return fora commission. But here, we have 
I nothing like that, although we liave got 
I feelers from Sunil Gavaskar's Professional 
I Management Group, 
i Just out of curio.sity: how much would 
f your average income from rallying he, in 
J- a particular year? 

'j It depends on I he victories. There are aboui six 
I ralliesin a year, spreadovei 12 monihs. 1 eain 
^ about Rs. I'/j lakhs a year as profit llui the 
\ pressure is on me to win 


’ Wcfioout lo tlwporch and wesil on low 
• stools'. Anita hrinps the beer, frothy and cold, 

I' to large g/ass mugs. We sip and Hook around. 

^ This place, like the cottape where 1 am staying, 
is really heautihil—toionnt trees in the 
distance: paddy Helds; coffee bu.shes for miles 
together: guava and orange trees 

"How hig is this plantation?" I ask Jagat. 

I "About 75 acres," he replies, ashegulps 
down a deep draught of beer and wipes his lips 
with the hack of his right wrist, "but this is a 
small plantation. People own 200- 300 acres 
on an average. So I call myself a small 
landowner ." 

"Actually, "Anita adds, leaning against the 
dooriamh, "our plantation is neglected. Since 
we arc rallying so much, we are rarely here to 
look after it properly. For example, now is the 
time for sprinkling water on the coffee plants. 

I But we do it fora few days and then we are off, 
on .some rally or the other. It is just not 
possible to do both: look after the plantation 
and rally at the same time. Because plantation 
work is a full-time business ." 

"Then who looks after the place when you 


are gone? "task. 

"Thankfully, we have more or less honest 
servants, "Anita replies, as sheptmrs more 
iH'cr into Jagat's mug, “we have an old man 
called Chellapa, who has been here since 
Jagat was a kid. They arc honest ftettpic and 
they keep a sharp eye. Although these 
servants are disappointed with me. They feel 
that I a:n not the ideal bahu. This house 
belongs to Jagat's grandmother and Chellapa 
comes from her time. He is always comparing 
me with the grandmother and says that I have 
a lot to learn. " 

.Jagat gives Anita a mocking grin. Anita 
looks at him and twists her lips in a grimace. 



Then she sighs and say.s, "Let's go in for 
lunch...." 

The dining room is in the middle of the 
house. Instead of walls, there is wire netting 
all around. You can sit and see the sky from 
the table. The lunch is simple: rice, chicken 
cutty, cabbage, mango pickle and pappad. We 
cat tn SI fence. Jaga t s eyes are sligh tly red now. 
He gets quieter and quieter. 

After lunch, he says, "Would you like to 
sleep fora while?" 

"1 don't mind." I reply. It is clear from his 
question that he did want to sleep. The beers 
were having their effect. 

Anita takes me to a spare bedroom. Because 
of the high ceiling, the room is exceptionally 






coo/. There is a bookcase there and as I look at 
it. she says, "Iam an avid reader. Here, there is 
nothing else that you can do. We have no 
entertainment, no TV and so reading is the 
only thing that I do. " 

"Who is your favourite author?" I ask. 

"A t present. I am reading Roald Dahl ," she 
says, as she fingers the thick Penguin 
paperback, "he is very good. His trick endings, 
the suspense is superb ." 

Anita leaves: 1 drift off into a deep, pleasant 
sleep.... 

In the evening, Jagat and I sit on the porch 
drinking cups of tea. Anita is watering rose 
bushes with a hose. Then she turns to Jagat 

Jagat iilias tg tfaiher with 
llw bika ia fiaa fflomantt. 
Ibit it in Ibair ganga at 
ana sidairfllia house 



and says, "Why don 7 you take our friend fora 
hike ride?" 

Jagat is not in the mood, but he is too polite 
to say no. We finish our tea and then he takes 
out his 350 cc Rajdoot bike from the garage. I 
get on at the back and instantly, he rooms up 
to the dirt road. Then quickly, he Iwgins to 
speed down the road, and the lack of a 
silencer, creates a loud, throbbing sound. He 
has, and you notice it instantly, such a sure 
feel of the bike. We hurtle down the dirt road, 
my body feeling the jerks so keenly, but for 
Jagat, it is just another day at the office. 

We reach the tarred main road and then 
without any warning, Jagat increases the 
speed dramatically. It was one of the more 


frightening moments of my life. We begin to 
go faster and faster. The scenary begins to 
blur. The wind hits me with enormous force 
and my eyes havtsnarrowed to thin slits. I grip 
the rod at the back with both my hands, but 
still, I am almost lifted off the bike. My heart 
starts to thud like crazy. I want to shout, 
"Please stop, please stop", but that wouldhea 
shameful thing to say. .lagat Just goes faster 
and faster. The roar of the bike is huge, 
throbbing and menacing. And just when 1 feel 
that this is the end of the world, he suddenly 
slows down. From tiemendous speed, quickly 
down to the speed of a tortoise—what a 
topsy-turvy contrast. He looks hack, tears 
streaming down his lace and says, "That is 140 
km/h. Actually, this hike is in very poor 
condition. Because I can do 160 km/h on it. "I 
nod my head and think to myself: 'Thank God 
for screwed-up bikes ' 

I exhale through my mouth audibly. .lagat 
smiles sardonically, as he sees the shtKk in my 
eyes. Then he turns the bike around and 
again, without warning, he goes to full speed 
once again This time, lam totally terrified. I 
just close my eyes tightly shut and I hold on 
for dear life. Again. I feel that I am about to be 
blown off I open my eyes and I see a lorry 
whiz past us. How did Jagat manage to avoid 
It. ' I thtnk, 'especially since the road is full of 
curves.' 

Then, as suddenly, .fagat slows down once 
again and I feel that I have just returned from 
the abyss. This is too much fora guy who rides 
a 80 cc bike at 30 km/h in the overcrowded 
streets of Calcutta. Slowly, raggednerves 
begin to calm down as now vve drift down the 
din road back to the house. As we slide down 
the slope and come to a stop, Anita 
immediately says. "Jagat. there is something 
wrong with the engine. It is not sounding 
right." 

Jagat acknowledges it with a nod of his 
head and then nplies, "It needs a complete 
overhauling. But i think it is lime to buy a new 
bike. I have heard that Karivardhan has a 350 
to sell. Let's see if / can get it." 

It is peaceful and quiet. The sun has begun 
to set. I inhale deeply the fresh air. I wish I 
could live m a place like this. Away from the 
pciUution, the noise, the overcrowdedness 
and the sheer stress of living in a cramped city 
like Calcutta. But, for them, they have taken 
all these things far granted — this fresh air. 
this silence, this privacy. Jagat is tinkering 
with the bike. Anita stands nearby with her 
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"Kids will take 
too much of our 
time and 
energy. Also. I 
have never 
been a 

maternal sort 
of person, 
although I love 
other people's 
children. But 
when I see 
people having 
so much of 
trouble with 
their children, I 
am glad that I 
do not have a 
child"—Anita 


dof! Lu/iv in her arms, looking at Jagat and the 
conversation starts once again. 


ANITA ON JAGAT AND OTHER 
MATTERS 


Tell us something about Jagat the man, 
not the rally rider. 

I think ht* is very understanding. He is very 
sensitive. He is a man who doesn't talk too 
nnu'h. Most of the time, he is silent. If you ask 
him a question like: “Express yourself....“ it is 
very difficult for him to answer it. Most of the 
time, he is quiet He does not really like 
meeting other people. He is a bit of a loner. 
The only people hr likes to meet are other 
rally drivers. I suppose he can relate to them in 
some way. Here in Coorg, we keep to 
ourselves. This is because he has hardly 
anyone to talk to, on his wavelength. And 
both of us don't mind staying at home the 
whole day, relaxing in each other's company. 

photographer George Francis 

says that you are not planning to have 

any kids. Is this true? 

Yes. We discussed a. I this before we goi 
married. 1 felt that a kid would hamper our 
rallying career. Although when I started 
rallying, this was not really such a firm thing. 
But now, kids will take too much of our time 
and eneigy. Also, I have never been a 
maternal sort of person, although 1 love other 
people's children. 1 love my sister's children. 
But when 1 see people having so much of 



trouble with their children, 1 am glad that I do 
not have a child. 

How old are you now? 

I am 30 and Jagat is 33. 


ON THE POOR MEDIA COVERAGE 


Jagat One of the reasons why the sport has 
not gained in popularity is because of the way 
it has been covered by the media so far. 
Because abroad, the coverage is always 
excellent — the superb camera angles. They 
have cameras in the car, on the bikes ffjcusing 
on the driver’s face They even show how a 
suspension works through the help of a 
camera. In India, the camera is placed 
srrmewhere far away, and we arc shown a 
distant shot of a Gypsy speeding through. The 
camera man shows lots of scenary and just a 
small car in the distance. The locus is not v 
the car at all, or how the dnver is 
encountering the dangers and all that. They 
just say that this is car no 33 and then they 
rattle off something like, “Driven bv so-and 
so." Meanwhile, the car has whD/ed pasi and 
gone out of sight. 


At night, after dinner, they drop me hack to 
the cottage, which is 1 5 kmsaway. Jagat again 
drives with that easy, languid control of his 
Anita talks about holding a rally in Coorg, 
with both of them being the organisers. It is 
utterly dark all around; there are no street 
lights at all. The road is lit up by the steady 
light of the vehicle. 

At the cot rage gate, Iget out. Theonly 
natural light is from a sliver of moon in the 
sky. I say goodbye in the reflected light of the 
headlights and both of them say, with deep 
warmth, "Next time, when you come, don't 
come officially. Come for a holiday. You are 
always welcome." 

Then .Jagat turns the car around, and 
presses the accelerator. I stand at the gate and I 
watch as the red taillights are finally devoured 
by the darkness all around. Jagat and Anita 
Nanjapjya, husband and wife, testing the 
limits of speed and enduram e and courage in 
their chosen profession and winning 
regularly. They are stupendous achievers in a 
sport that tragically is not a popular one. 
Hence, they are almost unknown, virtual 
strangers, in the consciousness of the average 
sporting [lerson. 

But that does not SoTher them much. 
Because for them, more than adulation or 
money, the ultimate kick is to always live 
their lives on the razor's edge. ■ 
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THE YEAR OF 
RECKONING 


By NOVY KAPADIA, BOMBAY 


T his is the year of reckoning 
for Indian hockey. It is the 
year of the Hiroshima Asiad 
and the Sydney World Cup. 
Zafar Iqbal's revamped national team 
will face a crucial trial: to reach the 
finals at the Asiad and to be amongst 
the lop six at the World Cup. And that 
certainly would be considered a 
success story. "Go for Gold" is no 
longer a realistic estimate or divine 
right for Indian hockey, in fact the 
national team may do better, wiiht)ut 
the piessure of being overwhelming 
favourites for the gold medal 
National coach Zafar Iqbal is so far 
satisfied with the build up this year. 
India annexed the 7th Indira Gandhi 
international hockey tournament at 
Lucknow, beat Holland 5-2 and drew 
1 -1 with the world champions to win 
the two-match series at Delhi and beat 
South Africa .3-0 in a solitary Test 
match at Bhopal. The crises of 
availability of star players is also 
temporarily shelved. Centre-forward 
Dhanraj Pillay Itas apologised and 
returned to the fold. Ace schemer Jude 
Felix, also wants to rejoin the national 
side, after his contraa with a French 
first division side concludes in May. 
The Indian Hockey Federation (IHF) is 
no longer sabre-rattling and is in a 
conciliatory mood. They are willing to 
let bygones be bygones and allow 
Zafar a free hand in seleaing the 
national probables. 
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The IHF president, Mr. R. Prasad, 
said that, "we will select two sets of 
probables. Those selected lor the 
recent Indira Gandhi tournament will 
be retained and a new set of probables 
chosen on the basis of their 
performance at the Bombay 
nationals. Both groups will get the 
necessary international exposure, 
before the final squad is chosen for the 
Hiroshima Asian Games in Oaober 
this year." So at a cursory glance 
everything seems hunky dory lor 
Indian hockey. 

However a perusal of the recent 
Bombay nationals reveals that Indian 


hockey is still a case of 'old wine in 
new bottles.' In spite of the lucrative 
sponsorship by Lifebuoy, the 
treatment meted out to the players 
was quite pathetic. The Karnataka 
team which included internationals 
Sandeep Somesh, Saboo Varkey and 
C. Poonacha stayed in a small and 
cramped rttom and slept on the floor. 

Star-studded Indian Airlines with five 
current internationals stayed in a 
compound at Kalina in north-west 
Bombay. They slept on cots under 
mosquito nets and sixteen players 
shat ed one bathroom, and toilet. The 
fate of most of the other teams was 
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similar. Such treatment was one of the 
causes of Pargat Singh's tirade against 
the IHF. He accused the IHF of 
reducing the nationals to a mere 
formality. Other misdemeanours 
were a surprising outburst by the 
organsing secretary K.L. Passi against 
the umpires, double standards in 
interpretations of rules and the 
inevitable politicking by officials in 
the year of IHF electitins. Even on the 
field some old defects in Indian 
htKkey still surfaced. 

Penalty corner conversion is a 
particular cause for concern. Assistant 
national coach Vinod Kumar claims 
that scientific training has improved 
penalty corner conversions. However, 
statistics at the nationals belie this 
claim. Mr. K.N. Dubey, technical 
judge of the IHF and joint secretary of 
the Madhya Bharat Hockey 
Association, revealed that off the 458 
penalty corners awarded in the 
championship, only 67 were 
converted. This is an average 
conversion rate of about 13 per cent, 
which is well below the international 
norm of 30 to 40 per cent. The 
conversion rate of penalty strokes was 
higher. Fifty one fienalty strokes were 
awarded and 39 were convem*d. 
Overall, 284 goals were settred in 49 
matches. The percentage per match 
works out to about five goals which is 
quite high. However, the tally of goals 
swelled by lop-sided cluster league 
matches, in which Tamil Nadu beat 
Pondicherry 14-0, Railways Ireai 
Pondicherry 13-0, Indian Airlines 
treat Manipur 13-0 and Hyderabad 
beat Manipur 12-0. Hat-tricks were 
scored by six players, Prabhakaran 
and Paul Kirulrakaran of Tamil Nadu, 
Balwindcr Singh of Railways, K.T. 
Mohan of Karnataka. Jagbir Singh of 
Airlines and Hazrat Qurcisfii of 
Madhya Bharat. Former Olympian, 
Jagbir Singh ot Airlines emerged as 
the top-scorer with ten goals in six 
matches. As matches were held on 
artificial surface, the numlrer of gtrals 
settred was certainly higher. For 
I instance in 1990 the .lammu nationals 
played on grass, a total of 17 goals 
were scored in 50 matches. Similarly, 
in the 1992 nationals at Madurai on 
bajri and grass, saw 190 goals being 
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Pargat's complaints agaiim the 
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However the nep day in the 
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Wnneni Indian Alzfines got R^. 
I8;000.]^n«enPi;9 Bombay ^t 
fit %(Hro/Mano* tftel^t^te the 
fintiff, Shakeel Ahmed it^eceh^ RS. 
5,^i|Bi{^t'ph;ym recdved 
Ofebuoy PlaVer trf the Pod awards. 
There were also Man of the Matdt 
awards in the quarter-finals and 
semis. The awards were judged by 
former Internationals, Balbir Singh 
(Raflwaysh Merwyn Fernandes, 

M.M. Somayya, Marcellus Gomes 
and lqba)|jit Singh. 

Three promising juniors were 
chosen for a special stipend of Rs. 
3,000. They are inside-forwards 
Sugreev Vadas^ (tJ.P.), Prabakaran 
(Tamil Nadu) and Suijit Singh Jr. 
(Punjab). Besides this trio, other 
talent also surfaced at the 
nationals. Tamil Nadu's 
centre-half Mohammed Rlaz, who 
has returned after a year's stint in 
the Sii^gapore league, 
inside-IorwardPaul Kirubakaran 
of Tamil Nadu. PuitjAb's dashing 
left-winger Harinder.Singh and 
Services tbnyards Jerome Kujur 
and Brojen Singh ihqnejscd. These 
youngsters are dt on the verge of 
nationd sdbnion. What is most 
heatinieidag was thesparkUng 
display Bombay^s international 
^ iorwa^ D'Souza and 

Edgar's Mascarrnhas. JJarryl who 
'was Injured tor most of 1993, and 
Edgai|^)Mf<»inamce showed that 
they could be an asset to the Indian 
team. Zafar Iqb^ Should use his 
quiet d^loRiacy and persuasive 
powers to woo this duo ba A to the 
national team. Old wrongs should 
be fotgotien in this vital year for 
. Indianhodcey. 
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scored in fifty matches. The Bombay 
nationals held on astro-turf saw the 
goals tally increased. However, this is 
not due to better finish among 
Indian forwards, but because the gap 
between the teams is nuire ' 

pronounced on an artificial surface. 

In the linal, hosts and lavouritcs 
Bombay earned nine penally corners 
and tonverted just once, with 
centre-lorward Darryl D'Soiiza 
tapping III a relHuiiid olf custodian 
Ashish Ballal. Bombay's coach, 
ex-Olympian Joaquiin Carvalho 
admitted that mediocre penally 
corner conversion cost them the linal. 
Howevf, the organising secretary, 
Mi.K.L Passi, sparked oil another 
controversy after the linal. In a most 
unhetoming iiianner.on itie piiblii 
address system he said ihat, "Bombay 
losl llie linal due to poor umpiring." 

To buttress his ama/ing allegation, 

Passi said that ex-imernationals 
supported his view There was an 
msiance when the ball siriitk Airlines 
lell-half Amar Singli Negi's foot in the 
dee, as he lolled Dhanraj I’illay A 
penally stroke seemed imminent but 
umjiire Shakeel Ahmed Qureishi 
awarded a itenaliy corner inslead. 

This led to a furore in the crowd. 
However, because of one decision,!!) 
accuse Shakeel ol incompetence is 
unfair. After ail Shakeel awarded 
eight penalty corners to Bombay. 

Both the umpires in the final, Shakeel 
and R.S. Sod hi were somewhat 
inconsistent,but not anything else. 

In fact, Sodhi and Shakeel handled 
the acrimonious Bombay versus 
Punjab semi-final very well. They 
controlled the players with frayed 
tempers adequately without resorting 
to an excessive display of caids. It was 
this display which led to the duo's 
selection lor the final. Several umpires 
fell that the outimrsi by Passi was 
most unbecoming of a senior IHF 
official They said, it c mid well lead to a 
rift between the umpires and the IHF 
and would discourage junior umpires. 

Surprisingly, current internationals 
Rajnish Mishra of the Railways and 
Anil Aldrin of Bombay showed little 
proficiency in conversion of penally 
corner;. In fact, Joaquim Carvalho let 
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I A major setback for the 
I national team is the 
I non-availability of lanky | 
: Cornelius DXosta due 
to a nagging injury...and 
he may not be fit for the 
Hiroshima Asiad 


burly junior inieriiaiional Rajinder 
Singh take most of their penally 
corners insicati ol Aldrin. As a 
defender Aldrin excelled, especially in 
the quarter-final versus Karnataka 
when he bottled up nippy, 
international inside-lorward Saboo 
Varkey. Amongst the current 
international dclenders on view, only 
Mohammed Arif of Indian Airlines 
was successful with penalty corners 
He scored twice in the semi-finals 
against Services, once in the final 
versus Bombay and once against 
Patiala in the quarter-finals. 

A major setback (or the national 
team is the non-availability of lanky 
Cornelius D'Cosia due to a nagging 
knee injury. Cedric D'Souza, the 
former Bombay coach, is concerned 
that Cornelius may not be fit for the 
Hiroshima Asiad. He felt that 
Cornelius aggravated his injury by 
playing in the National Games in 
January '94 when he was not fully fit. 
Zafar is worried at the non-availability 
of Cornelius as there were no 
outstanding young defenders at the 
nationals. In the imernaiional 
tournaments last year, Cornelius had 
developed into a reliable defender. ■ 








S HARJAH might well be a 
cricketing oasis in the desert, 
but it's not without it's 
problems. For instance, you better be 
careful who you shake hands with in 
the pavilion lest you be hauled up by 
the Central Bureau of Investigation 
(CBl) for being a friend of Shaijah 
cricket buff Dawood Ibrahim. Also 
you better avoid the panning 
television cameras, lest your wife back 
home finds out that the only reason 
you go for the annual desert 
pilgrimage is to encounter the 
'maidens'—not of the cricket kind. 
And if you are of the betting kind, 
then boy you are in the right placet 
But be careful, for it is not unusual 
that there are some 'know alls* who 
can actually 'predict' results with the 
kind of pin-point accuracy that would 
make Nostradamus blush. 

There are so many of these desert 
stories that it's impossible to decipher 
truth from fiction. Like for instance, 
what one former Indian 
cricketer-tumed-team manager told 
me during a recent foreign tour with 
the Indian team. The gentleman was 
the captain of the Indian veterans' 
team who were meeting the Zaheer 
Abbas-led Pakistan veterans in a 


three-match series at Shaijah. Before 
they could walk on for the toss, the 
two captains were approached by a 
well-known member of that 
organisation that handles cricket in 
Shaijah. 

The organiser told them that they 
ought to make sure that the first two 
matches be shared between the two 
teams so that the third would then be 
the all-important decider. The 
suggestion was to share the prize 
money of the three matches equally, 
but only play the deciding game all 
out. That way the two teams and the 
organisers would all have extracted 
the most from the series. I was told 
that the offer was turned down, and 
one must believe that because my 
'source' is an honourable man. 

But then so are the organisers...all 
honourable men. Of course, the CBFS 
is accused of being inclined—or as 
some would say 'biased'—towards 
Pakistan. 

While that may be true, how does 
one explain the scene I witnessed at 
the disco of a five-star hotel in 
Calcutta the evening India had 
annexed the Hero Cup. The nightclub 
had a fair lihare of the 'cricket crowd' 



in whose midst sat a short unassuming 
gentleman wearing a casual pair of 
trousers and an even more casual 
bush shirt. Not accustomed to seeing 
him in this 'disguise'one was 
obviously taken aback to be 
introduced to Abdul Rehman 
Bukhatir, the man and the money 
behind cricket in the desert. 

Bukhatir Sahib had joined in the 
victory celebrations and in the wee 
hours of the morning when the 
champagne had run dry, he insisted 
that the celebration continue and that 
the bar be reopened. The hotel staff 
were reluctant, but after the manager 
heard that the order was for six bottles 
of expensive bubbly, the rules were 
forgotten and the party continued. 

As they say, in the desert water, not 
money, is the problem. 

Which reminds me of a story one 
very senior and well-known former 
Indian cricket captain told me about 
why he is no longer invited to Shaijah 
by the organisers. On receiving his 
invitation for the tournament one 
year, this gentleman found that the 
organisers had categorically stated 
that they would take care of most 
expenses, except laundry bills in the 
hotel. 

The former cricketer rang Asif Iqbal 
and told him how ridiculous it was not 
to pay laundry bills after having borne 
all other expenses. Asif said that it was 
a decision that the CBFS had taken 
and it included all guests. Being a man 
of great wit and ever-ready for a 
practical joke, he told Asif that he 
would be forced to turn down the 
invitation if that were the case. Asif, 
after plenty of haggling, consented, 
"Okay for you we will make an 
exception. See you in ten days." The 
first thing our protagonist did after 
hanging up, was to call his wife and 
tell her to order the servants not to 
send any of his clothes to the dhobi or 
the laundry, but to pack them into a 
large suitcase instead. That suitcase of 
dirty clothes went as accompanied 
baggage along with the special 
invitee's other clothes. Asif Iqbal got 
to know of this and that is why no 
invitation has come to our friend since. 
AndyO' Brian 
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JINXED! 

Yet again India failed to put it 
across Pakistan at Sharjah. Why 
can't wc beat Pakistan in 
Sharjah? M.A.K. Pataudi and 
Gautam Bhattacharya provide 
on the spot reports of the 
Austral-Asia Cup 


WORLD CUP FOOTBALL 

is Maradona ready to turn his 
magic on again? How good are 
the Brazilians? And (on page 54) 
can the Germans successfully 
defend their title at USA '94? 


LARA CREA TES HISTORY 

An eyewitness account of Brian 
Lara's epoch making 375 against 
England; the highest individual 
score in Test history. 
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P RIOR to the Austral-Asia Cup 
final, the Indians and Pakistanis 
decided that it would be in the 
fitness of things to hold each 
other's hands and take a friendship walk 
around the ground as a firm reminder to 
the full house that as far as the players 
were concerned, Indo-Pak matches are a 
contest of skill and ntit a conflict of 
interest. 

The match was a test of strength 
between two batting sides, for neither 
can boast of a significant bowling attack. 
At least not on those slow and sure 
wickets. The Indians reckoned that they 
would rather chase a known total even if 
it was around five runs an over, rather 
than bat first and establish a winning total. 

What seems to have been left out of the 
calculations was that both these sides are 
put under severe pressure by the crowd 
which makes it difficult for the side 
batting second to keep its cool. 

The Indian play was nearly upset in the 
first 10 overs itself. Anwar and Sohail, 
after having a careful look at Prasad and 
Srinath for three overs, and finding 
everything to their satisfaction, got on to 
the front foot and started to hit through 
the line of the ball. 

Once again Sohail showed his liking for 
the lofted drive over midwicket and 
mid-on, and they had hustled away to 50 
by the ninth over. Pakistan was coasting 
along quite merrily when they lost both 
Anwar and Inzamam just as it looked as if 
he might reproduce the form that fetched 
him a hundred against New Zealand. 


THE ART OF 

M.A.K. PAT AUDI on why India can't 

get their act together 

when they play Pakistan at Sharjah 

This effectively put on the breaks, and 
India fought their way back into the 
game. There was a minor collapse in the 
middle order, but some last-minute 
flourishes look the score to 250. A total 
which was very much within India's 
reach. 

The lop half ol the Pakistani order 
clearly demonstrated that it was at more 
than par with the Indians, with Basil Ali a 
player who is going to be a sure 
entertainer in the future. 

The story of the Indian baiting can be 
told in one word: incompetent. 

We all agree that India has a powerful 
batting line-up, especially in home like 
conditions. But it has, as often as not, let 
itself down. So much so that Indian 
supporters are reluctant to recognise a 
winning position till there is really no 
possible alternative. 

For instance, in the semi-final against 
Australia when the Indian innings began 
with the early dismissal of Tendulkar (I 
am still not convinced he should open), 
one felt that one was surrounded by 
complete pessimists. India's performance 
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SELFDESTRUCnON 


over the last lew years has convinced its 
supporters that if something can go 
wrong, it will go wrong! This 
undercurrent was noticeable till Kambli 
clobbered Warne in the final moments, 
when there was a perceptive sigh of relief. 

Tendulkar's departure may have been 
a boon, for it put the responsibility 
squarely on the lesser gifted. Both Jadeja 
and Sidhu shone outside his shadow. In 
the past, Jadeja has been known to block 
one end and without giving a great deal 
of thought to the score, perhaps under 
* instructions. Now he showed he is 

equally strong on both sides of the wicket 
and his timing is as good as anybody else's 
without indulging in any histrionics. 

The semi-linal win also made it 
apparent that to win tournaments the 
Indian batting has to play to its potential. 
There was no reason why on these 
wickets, and against a side fnaniely 
Pakistan) which can claim to have just 
one worid-class bowler, the Indian 
batting cannot prosper. 

Perhaps this quote from Ajit Wadekar 
is appropriate. He said, "the boys are full 
of talent and potential and capable of 
beating any team in the world." But he 
goes on to add this proviso, "with 
applicatioti, proper attitude and of course 
correct guidance." Now, that seems lobe 
the problem! 

In the final, four top players were all 
dismissed to poor shots. Jadeja attempted 
to hook without getting used to the pace 
of the wicket, Tendulkar gently steered a 
full toss to extra cover, Sidhu was in two 
minds whether to drive along the ground 
or over the top, and Azharuddin edging 
an innocuous delivery to the keeper. 

This brought in the two left-handers 
Kambli and Bedade with the score at 83 
and a long way to go. This was the last 
pair from whom India could expect a 
salvage operation. While one is prepared 
to expect the inexperience of Bedade, 
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Kambli's strategy at this point was 
difficult to understand. Both mid-off and 
mid-on had been pushed back to the 
off-spinner, but instead of taking a step 
down the wicket and driving it straight to 
accumulate singles, he tried to force him 
square t)ff the back foot through areas 
which had been blocked by defensive 
field placements. 

Malik was also played totally 
defensively, then Bedade decided to 
open his shoulders and go for broke. Four 
sixes later, he did go broke. 

And when Kambli flicked Malik to 
midwicket, India had once again 
self-destrucled, much to the 
amazement and glee of the Pakistanis. 

Over the last few years, India has 
blamed the utnpires, the administrators 
and the partisan atmosphere at the 
ground for their failure. 

One is not competent to judge what 
happens olf the field or what taunts and 
jibes the Indians have to contend with in 
the bylanes of Sharjah and Dubai. But 
sttme of us have consistently maintained 
that India has nobody but itself to blame 
for its numerous defeats. 

This was again conclusively proved 
again in this tournament. I agree that 
there is a lot t)f pressure on the Indian side 
whenever it plays Pakistan in Sharjah. 

But the Indians themselves acceju that 
tfiey are professionals, and not a bunch of 
amateurs. As such some of us are not 
prepared to accept that there is any 
validity in the excuses that are given 
perennially. 

Why don't they accept the fact that 
they cannot pul their act together when 
they play Pakistan, and d«) something 
constructive about it, instead. ■ 

See page 19 for M A K Pataudi's other comments 

All photographs of the New Zealand tour in the issue 
April 20,1994 were by Corum 
Communication/Pradeep Mandhani 
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W ASIMAKRAM 
looked far more 
bewildered than 
the rest of us. 

"Can you explain, what were they 
trying to do? Hitting me out of the 
attack?" Akram emphasised that 
the Indian strategy in the final 
should instead have been to play 
out his opening overs and then 
take their chances against the 
none too impressive Pakistani 
bowling residue. "But they 
chose to attack me. Incredible 
tactics!" remarked a sarcastic 
Akram. And then he added, "This 
could never have been Sunil 
Gavaskar's planning. I'm sure the 
batsmen didn't follow Gavaskar's 
instruaions. And this is an 
example of what pressure does to 
them in Sharjah. Even before the 
first ball is bowled we gel a mental 
headstart over them." 

Pressure is an eight-letter word, 
but it is big enough to be the only 
factor responsible for India's 
continued tale of bad 
performances at Sharjah, against 
Pakistan? Having 'covered' a few 
tournaments in Sharjah (the 
angry Indians living in the Gulf 
have renamed it—^Har-jah) one is 
not convinced that pressure is the 
' be-all-and end-all factor in 
Indo-Pak matches. 

Well, one of the factors 
definitely. But not the deciding 
factor. There is no doubt that the 
Indians, especially when batting 
second at Sharjah, have 
consistently managed to took ill at 
ease. Also there is no denying that 
the actual match tension 
combined with the crowd support 



That wiiming momaaL Akram gala Praaad 
and if a all ovar 

adds to their pressure. The 
pro-Pak crowd outnumber their 
rivals by such a large number, that 
it's almost akin to playing 
Pakistan, at Karachi. It's not just 
the handclapping and egging the 


"Can you explain what 
they were trying to 
do...this is an example 
of what pressure does 
to India at Sharjah. Even 
before the first ball is 
bowled we get such a 
mental headstart over 
them" 

—Wasim Akram 


bowlers on. The Sharjah cricket 
stadium boasts of a typical football 
type crowd which is very vocal 
and aggressive, much to the 
chagrin of Indian batsmen. 

Yet pointing the finger at the 
crowd would look as silly as some 
of the shots played by the Indian 
batsmen in the final. Sports 
psychologists have opined, that 
with the help of a big crowd a team 
can do wonders in a body contact 
sport like soccer. But cricket is 
non-contact, where the cheering 
might help, but surely not beyond 
a certain point. 

More importantly, people living 
in glass houses shouldn't dare to 
throw stones at others! If we keep 
cribbing about the fifteen 











thousand strong support (subtract 
from that roughly, twenty per 
cent who are Indian supporters) 
then Pakistan might turn around 
and remind us they have won 
twice at the Gardens despite a. 
partisan crowd six and a half times 
bigger than Sharjah. And if you 
recall, they went on to complete 
the '86-87 rout 5 -1. What would 
be oiir defence if they remind us, 
that had it not been for Abdul 
Qadir's last-ball callousness, it 
would've been 6-0? And the 
venue wasn't Sharjah. 

T he organiser's bias towards 
Pakistan and complaints 
about umpiring too have been pul 


to rest by the introduction of a 
high-prx>file technical committee; 
the use of 'neutral' umpires from 
the international panel and by 
bringing in a 'neutral' match 
referee. 

One feels that the actual 
realisation of Sharjah and our 
performances there hasn't really 
dawned upon us. The truth is 
you're only as good as you get. By 


While analysing a 
defeat against Pakistan, 
we more often than not, 
get so carried away, 
that reason gives way to 
emotion. And anger gets 
in the way of logic. We 
fail to realise that our 
batting depth is a myth 


Glanmur it vary much a part of crickal in 
Sharjah: Mrs Gavaskar (lafi) Faroz 
Khan (miiMla) and Chimpu Kapow saan on the 
Mofflbors' balcony 

saying we choked, or are jinxed 
against Pakistan, or that the 
umpires did us in, or the rules 
were absurd...we do take away a 
lot of credit from the Pakistanis. 
They've won not only because 
they showed better resolve on 
that given day, but mainly 
because they arc a better side in 
those conditions. 

And remember there were days 
when the Pakistanis were 
upstaged at Sharjah. West Indies, 
under Clive Lloyd had demolished 
them in November '85 on their 
way to the trophy. Last year 






Indian tupportars put on tho war paint, all for a 
loaing cauaa 

Brian Lara's electrifying century 
did the same. Why then weren't 
the Windies struck by the same 
'extra-terrestrial' factors that 
seem to engulf (no pun intended) 
India every time we play Pakistan 
at Sharjah? The simple answer is, 
you can't keep a good team down. 

While analysing a defeat against 
Pakistan, we more often than not, 
get so carried away, that reason 
gives way to emotion. And anger 
gets in the way of logic. We fail to 
realise that our much-talked 
about batting depth is a myth and 
that for every Tendulkar we 


Our rationale hasn't 
taken into account the 
fact that the Sharjah 
wicket being a 
complete batting track, 
exposes the weak 
Indian bowling further 


produce, they too have a Basil Ali. 
This judgemental contradiction 
and the big 'ego' thing about 
Pakistan has reached so deep into 
our psyche that it creeps in 
everywhere. 

I ^HAT the fault lies with us and 
only us, is a realisation that 
will do us plenty of good. Likewise . 


our national selectors should 
realise that it is no longer 
considered prudent to throw a 
junior cricketer first into 
limited-over games and frorn 
there into Test matches. The 
pressure, these days is much more 
in the one-dayers, so much so that 
a youngster, even in his debut 
match, can get directly and 
dangerously involved with 
victory or defeat. It does his 
confidence no good if he sees 
himself suddenly thrown into a 
pressure-cooker Sharjah 
tournament amidst strong 
opposition and partisan crowds. 
And that is why possibly the 
inclusions of Ravi Shastri and one 
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Mr Kapil Dev Nikhanj would've 
helped, or I daresay won the final 
for India. 

Moreover, our rationale hasn’t 
taken into account the fact that 
the Sharjah pitch being a 
complete batting track, exposes 
the weak Indian bowling 
‘further’. Here the opponents 
(especially Pakistan who are 
armed with better bowling) are 
constantly playing to India’s 
weakness. If we meet outside the 
continent, this 'batting-wicket 
advantage' is lost to them. 

India's one-day record will 
suggest that they have revelled in 
conditions where the ball swings a 
lot, seams a bit and aflords some 
turn. Sharjah could never really 









AUSTRAL ASIA CUP; AT A GLANCE 
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Austral-Asia Cup Summary 


Team 

NMobts 

Woo 

Lost 

Sacc«ss% 

Pakistan 

11 

11 

0 

100.00% 

Australia 

8 

5 

2 

62J0% 

India 

9 

4 

5 

*5.m> 

Naw Zealand 

8 

2 

6 

2&.00% 

Sri Lanka 

6 

1 

5 

16.66% 

Bangladesh 

2 

0 

2 

00,00% 

Emirates Cricket Board 

2 

0 

2 

00.00% 


Highlights of 1994 Austrai~A^ia Cup 


Mif bast mnings total; 

328/2 in 50 overs: Pakistan vs New Zealand, semifinal, on 20.4.1994. 

Lowest innings total; 

145/10 in 49.5 overs; Emirates Cricket Board vs Pakistan, Group LeaQue, on 17.4.1994. 

Highast margin of alctory 

By 9 wickets: Australia defeated Sri Lanka on 14.4.1994. 

By 9 wickets: Pakistan defeated Emirates Cricket Board on 17.4.1994, 

Narrowest margin of victory 

By 2 runs; New Zealand beat Sri Lanka on 18.4.94 
Highast match aggregate 

594/9: Pakistan (32B/2) vs NewZealand (286/7) in the 2nd semifinal on 20.4.1994 

Lowest msicb aggregate 

291/11; Pakistan (146/1) vs Emirates Cricket Board (145/10) in the Group League, on 17.4.94. 

Highast IndivMual innings 

137* 1129b, 15x4]; Inzamam-ul-Haq (Pakistan) in the semifinal vs NZon 20.4.1994. 

Bast Bowling 

10-0-34-4. Shone Warne lAustralia] vs NewZealand in Group League on 16.4.1994. 

WorWBacord 

Pakistan's Asmer Sohail (134) and lnzamam-u|-Haq (137*) posted the highest record partnership for any wicket in One 
Day Internationals by hitting 263 runs for the 2nd wicket against New Zealand in the second semifinal on 20.4.1994, 
eclipsing the previous record Of 224 runs for the 3rd wicket between Allan Border and Dean Jones of Australia (versus 
Sri Lanka in 1984-85). , 

Ceaturiss 

inzamam:ul-Haq (Pakistan) • 137* vs Ne</v Zsaldnd, semifinal 
Aamar Sohail (Pakistan) • ,134 vs Naw Zeeland, semifinal 
AsankaGurusinghe'ISriLanka) -118* vs NewZealand, Gr. League. 
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Ksmbli lambasted 
Shane Warne 
and put India into 
the final 


PHOTCfflRAPMS: 


provide thclt sort t)l a irack. Yes, 
India did win in March '85, but 
that was again niorcol winning a 
mental battle than a victory based 
on pure, technical skills. That was 
a type of triumph which doesn't 
instil great hope about 
consistency. 

We've lamented about 
the duels in Sharjah, where we 
have lost 12 out of 1 5 times to 
Pakistan, Bui then Pakistan 
should do the same about 
Australia. India hasplayt'd them 
thrice Down Under so la rand 
hav e won on each 
occasictn. The reason being 
simple: favourable conditions for 
the Indian team. 

Come on, it's time we put things 


'■'Kht perspective. After all 
it's only a game. ■ 














waqAr^ounis, 

who missed 
the Sharjah 
tournament 
because of 
an appendicitis 
operation 


1...Tf’ ''W"f .ff.‘'IT 


"I WANTED 
TO DO WELL 


AGAINST INDIA 


ff 


Do you feel disappointed on 
missing the Australasia Cup? 

Oh, vei y much You sec, had it been 
just another one-day tournament, 1 
may not have missed it tJiat much But 
since India participated in the 
tournament I was very keen to play 
India IS one side Tve not played 
against at all, and 1 wanted to do well 
against them So it's very frustrating 

You couldn't have postponed the 
appendix operation? 

No, 1 wanted to The doctors also tiled 
their level best I was put on 
injections, yet the pain remained It 
was after a lot of deliberations that they 
decided to ojierate on me belore the 
Sharjah meet 

Where does that leave your 
county stint with Surrey this 
season? 

Well, I don't think I can play lor them 
this season It looks unlikely 

Brian Lara now holds the record 
for maximum runs in an innings. 
You've bowled to him in quite a 
number of matches. Is he the 
number one batsman in the 
world? 

There is no doubt that lara is a 
tremendous batsman lie has got 
shots all aiouiid the wicket But 
despite the world recoul I m not leady 
to say that he is the number one 
batsman 1, lor one Imd Mamn C lowe 
much moredillicult to dismiss than 
Ijra MarimCioweisamoie 
complete batsman, I reckon 


You ihean to say you find 
dismissing Lara a lot easier? 

It's not easy I can assure you He s a 
fine player But what I do know, is 
that Lara lias got some weaknesses 
outside the off stump So you know 
that if you maiiugc to keep the right 
line and set the right field lor him 
there's always the hope that he 11 
oblige you soonei oi later But 
someone like Martin Crowe doesn t 
have any sin h apparent weakness 
That s why he is my numbei one 

Are you also suggesting that Lara 
couldn't possibly have got those 
375 runs against the Pakistan 
attack? 

No no I'rn not saying that Cricket is a 
funny game Heic ecerjihmgis 
possible 

You're now commonly 
acknowledged as the best fast 
bowler in the world. How 



Had it just been another 
one-day tournament I 
may not have missed it 
so much. But since India 
participated, i was very 
keen to play. India is 
one side Tve not played 
heeinst much, so if was 
very frustrating 

•• 


difficult is it to wear the mantle? 

Very difficult You got to keep on 
working very hard the whole yeai 
around You got to ke-ep on bowling 
Which IS what I do all the time If I'm 
not jilaying then I'm practising and if 
I'm not piaciising, then I m playing 

It must be getting quite 
monotonous at times? 

Yes somciimes 11 does Bui then I love 
the game so much and I ve also got a 
stiong will todo well Soihc clement 
ol monotony does get c Imimaied to a 
large c stent 

With Wasim Akram, you form, 
arguably, the most devastating 
fast bowling combination seen in 
the history of the game. Yet 
you're not apparently on talking 
terms. Reports also suggest that 
you masterminded a rebellion 
against him which eventually saw 
Wasim losing the captaincy.... 

All that IS past now No comments on 
that please Why revive something 
which IS dead^ 

But it's not dead. Reports from 
the Pakistan camp suggest that 
Wasim still holds it against you? 

No controversial questions please 

Let's talk about Javed Miandad's 
decision to stage a comeback. Do 
you think he was really done in by 
the Pakistani selectors? 

Oh, Miandad is another controversial 
topic Other questions please 

The British Press called you all 
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sorts of names. Now following 
your success round the globe, do 
you feel they are being made to 
look like a tmnch of fools. 

I'm not bothered really. I understand 
that they 'vc got to sell their papers. So 
they do all sons of things. But I think, 
by now people have realised, reverse 
swing is an an which not everybody 
can master. We, in Pakistan, know 
how to do it and we do it. If nobody 
else can't master the art, that's their 
problem. But I can tell you from 
personal experience, lots of bowlers in 
county cricket have tried perfecting 
this an and have (ailed. 




Do you subscribe to the theory 
that unless you're a very good 
swing bowler, you can't swing it? 

That's one point. Also you require a 
good wrist action. You got to be a very 
good wrist bowler if you want to 
master this. Reverse swing is only 
possible if you deliver the ball in a 
particular wrist aaion. 

I'm sure a lot of people come to 
you in England, requesting you to 
explain the finer details of reverse 
swing? 

Oh yes. So many btrwlers are trying. 

Do you oblige them? 

Of course not. This is my secret. Why 
should 1 let it out to others? 

Your strike rate is phenomenal. 
Something around six wickets 
per Test match. Will you be giving 
Kapil's record a go? 

I see no point in thinking about the 
record now. It's a very stiff target. If 1 
keep on going like this nothing 
is impossible. But you got to be 
realistic also. A fast bowler like me can 
always get injured, you sec. I'd rather 
review the situation after two years. 
Honestly, if you ask me, 1 don't sec 
any fast bowler breaking Kapil's 
record. He won't be able to sustain the 
required level of fitness for say about 
fifteen years. A medium pacer or a 
spinner is more likely to break the 
record. ■ 





THE NEXT MIANDAD'^ 


T HtRF arc two Baiil AIk 
in Pakistan (TICkct One 
who has been playing for 
the national team with 
tlistin ction A man who is 
lough aggressive and 
doesn't miss a single trick 
to pul pn ssure on the 
opposition Ihcothei, 
doesn't get selected to play 
for Pakistan You'll lealise 
why if you talk to him at 
length This gentle humble 
soul IS too much ol a sollie 
to stand the iigours ol 
international cricket 
Soi I y to have misled 
you Theie IS actually jusi 
one Basil All Butiiustme 
observe him off the he Id lor 
even ten minutes You II 
find It dilfu lilt to believe 
this is the guy who rattled 
ihc Indians in the iinal ol 
the Austral Asia Cup 
Basil All Carrying a heavy 



whoever started calling 
Basil 'The Next Miandad' 
was partly right Miandad 
was a 'Miandad' even ofl 
the field 

Yet by no stretch of 
imagination, can Basil Ali 
be called a streeihghter He 
tells you gently ol his 
altitude of not belii-ving in 
statistics "Individual 
records docsn I appeal to 
me 1 he overall team 
pirforrnancedoes Iwi'uld 
lather score 20 foi a 
winning team than a 
fighting hundred loi a 
losing side 

To elaborate his point 
Basil talks about the 
Shariah C up linal last yeai 
According to people who 
waichc'd him make that 
brilliant 127 against tin 
West Indies the two knocks 
against India (57 olf 56 
balls and 75 oil 76 balls) 
jialein compaiison liii 
gieal SumI Gavaskai canii 


over and congratulated me 
after that knock Apart 
fiom Miandad, 1 rated the 
great Gavaskar as the 
complete master So when 
he said, 'it was like 
watching Miandad, the 
way you played, today' it 
was a great moment lor 
me But the satisfaction 
didn't stay with me long 
enough As we lost that 
match ’ 

Docs he like bi mg 
constantly compared to 
Miandad^ Not really he 
diMests It 'You can i have a 
duplicate in any walk ol 
lile It's not like making a 
xerox copy from the 
machine The successor is 
eithci ol an inlerior quality 
or a better player Is he an 
infeiioi (piality of Miandad 
or belter what docs he 
peisonally think ’ 

Better Basil almosi 
stitams Whaiarcyou 
talking? Hum dono mc] 

liimm ti'timin kii phjik /lai 

I hat man has been playing 
loriighteen years and 1 
have just nianagc'd loiioss 
)umma Jumnui (lioiii 
one I riday to anothc i) 

II you thought all this 
humility was an act ihcn 
you were oven stimatmg 
Basil s almosi nonevisum 
PR The twenty three year 
old despite his newly 
acquuedlameisa viiy 
straightlorwatd ihai> Hi 
lives in Karachi proju-r in a 
crowded housing lomplcx 
The place is so dear to him 
that despite the incieasing 
cash How, he's not willing 
to shill to a belter place 
III never leave my lolks 1 
grew up with them And 
then you realise yes he is 
an original 



STUMPED MONGIA* 


T Wl NTY FOUKhoiiis 
had baiely passed lioni 
the day Brian Lata lewroti 
nickel hisloiy books by 
becomingilu highest 
rungctier in a Test innings 
An Indian record was 
established side by side 
But It went unnoticed and 
undeistandably so, it was 
an unothciar one 
This wasa leiord 
pieviously held by one Mr 
Kuan Moil standing 
behind the slumps A 
lecoid numbei of catches 
in an innings’In a match? 
Reioid slumpings 
effected?Oh no'The 
recoid Nayan Mongia 
betteri’d was that ol 
maxinium gamesmanship 
displayed by an Indian 














Nayan Mongia can't 
believe it. but tbe umpire's 
decision is final 

kfcpcr in litniicd over 
niaitlu’s. 

Mongia had ki‘|)t tlir 
pressure on ihe Australians 
by virtually apjiealing for 
anything and everything 
relentlessly and orue even 
threw thr ball in disgust. 
Tiger Paiaudi thought the 
behaviour was petulant 
and endorsed the decision 
of the match refeiee who 
slapped a $750 fine on him. 

Whether the ICC releree 
was justified or not, the 
next day Mongia sported a 
grim, apologetic look. Poor 
fellow didn't know 
whether he had to pay the 
fine personally or the team 
members would contribute 
equally to his fine. Seven 
hundred filly dollars 


meant, seventy five per 
cent of his tournament 
earnings had gone. "Did 
you watch the TV 
replays?" Mongia was 
asking the next day. "It 
clearly showed Steve 
Waugh was caught behind. 
It was such a genuine 
appeal that I just lost my 
head." 

But all this ajipealing and 
angry gesticulations 
must've been part ol a team 
strategy? Mongia the 
'bubblegum hero' of the 
Indian team kept rrium. 
Only a lew days back, he 
was saying enthusiastically 
that he had asked his 
parents to rc'cord all his 
New Zealand and Sharjah 
matches. "After returnitig 
home I'll go through those 
cassettes and sec if 1 had 
gone wrong anywhere". 

He was also talking about 
weight training to 
streiigiheii his legs 

Those who've interacted 
with Kiran More over the 
years will tell you that he 
has always been a gem ol a 
person desiiite what he had 
to do for his team on the 
field And Mongia, till 
today, has followed his 
predecessor. At the 
inoinerit he's going 
through a process of trial 
and error. Trying to line! 
out what IS good and what 
IS bad for him. For instance 
he IS jiractising deep 
breathing at the closing 
stages of a one day match. 
"A wicket keeper can't 
aflord to be nervous at that 
stage. And deep breathing 
helps you to concentrate 
and relax. The latest about 
Mongia is that the Board 
will possiblv reimburse his 
fine following a strong 
recomrnendaliori by the 
suave administrative 
manager Mr. Jyoti Bajpai. 
Well done, Mr. Bajpai. 


AJIT, THE LION.... 


H ad the Indian 

batsmen showed half 
his resolve and 
determination, by now the 
Australasia Cup would 
have been exhibited at 
Mohammad Azharuddin's 
well-decorated drawing 
room in Hyderabad. 

We're talking about Ajit 
Wadekar of course. We 
always knew Wadekar was 

'Thfl Indian brains trust sans 
Wadekar Tandulkar, Gavaskar 
and Azhar chat the day before the 
final 


an extremely meticulous 
person, obsessed with 
winning and a real 
diplomat. That he was also 
a fighter was brought to light 
at Sharjah. The day, India 
played their first 
match against DAE, 

Wadekar was deep in sleep 
in the ICU of a suburban 
Sharjah hospital. Within 
three days he recovered or 
should we say, made 
himself recover, so much 
that he was deciding on the 
strategies sitting in his 
cabin at the Al Zahara 
hospital. "Play Chauhan 
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Imran as commentatof at Shariah 

against Pakistan anti not 
Rajii. They've got tliree leti 
handers" was a written 
suggestion, Wadekargave 
to the Indian captain rroin 
his bed and A/.har, who 
had earlier made up his 
mind on playing Raju, 
reversed the decision. 

Six days from this 
incident, Wadekaractually 
turned up to watch the 
Indian team at practice on 
the eve of the final. Mind 
you he wasn't still officially 
released by the hospital 
and by then, he had of 
course finished sending 
'lhank you' notes to 
everybody who had either 
visited or left gel-well 
messages for him at the 
hospital. Wadekar 
especially thanked Tiger 
Pataudi and Bedi, men 
with whom, it is rumoured 
he didn't have an excellent 
rapport during his playing 
days. "Tigei and Sharmila 
sent me a message which I 
found very touching. 
Bishen actually came over 
and SI me he couldn't meet 
me, left notes at the guest 
registrar," Wadekar 
inlormed and then added, 
"It is only III moments of 
distress you realise who 
your actual Iriendsare." 

And then, Wadekai 
didn't close the shop as lar 
as Clacking pikes were 
com erned. We've lieaid 


enough of those 'mona 
darling'jokes and not 
many people would know 
that compared to the film 


Ajit, his namesake doesn't 
lag far behind. His latest 
was, why wife Rckha 
didn't come down to 
Sharjah to be with him? "I 
told her not to come, rt'y • 
You know how ladies are. 
She would've come and 
found the Dubai duty free 
shopping irresistible. You 
know what shopping at 
this stage would've done to 
me. Another heart attack, 
rt*y ’ concluded Wadekar! 

KING KHAN.... 


T hose who thought 
Imran Khan's 
popularity, like it does to 


other show bi/. performers, 
will take a nosedive 
following his retirement, 
were completely off the 


ihark. Imran, much to the 
chagrin of the journalists 
trying to track him down in 
Sharjah for a tele a tete, 
continues to be busier, 
involved with a lot of 
things and sur|irisingly 
enough, has become more 
popular. There was a large 
section ol the pio-Miandad 
crowd in the stands, they 
had come all the way from 
Karachi just to boo t!'e 
team, if something went 
wrong. That they couldn't 
was a different matter, but 
there were cries of Imran 
Khan Zindabad' from 
everywhere. Even at the 
posh Sharjah pavilion, it 
was impossible to speak to 


him at a stretch for over 
two minutes. The 
bureaucrats, the 
politicians, the business 
magnates, filmstars, and as 
always, the beauties were 
ail in the queue. Trying to 
catch a glimpse of him. 

He laughs it off saying, 
"No, no it's downhill these 
days," You tell him that 
there is a club in Calcutta 
celebrating it's diamond 
jubilee in the coming year 
and they are interested to 
get King Khan fora 
commemorative double 
wicket tournament 
alongside Sunil Gavaskar. 
Imran says, time 
permitting he might think 
of coming for the occasion, 
but playing in the match is 
"ruled out." "1 don’t play 
cricket anymore," he 
announces. But why is 
that? 

"For the simple reason 
tliat I've played enough 
cricket in the last 
twetity-one years I've had 
enough. You must realise 
there are other things m 
life than just carry on 
playing or thinking 
critkel." 

But what is the harm in 
playing the odd festival 
match I enquire, after all 
what you're today is 
bc'cause of cricket? "Oh 
yes. But you know, cricket 
has completely gone out of 
the system. I don't watch 
the game either. I think, 
Sunil (Gavaskar) will 
appreciate why I'm saying 
this. Remember, I also 
played county cricket. 
After doing that day in and 
day out, you're not left 
with any inclination 
towards the game. " 


Gautam Bhattacharya, Sharjah 


PHOTOGRAPHS 

orv & OE v / PHAOEEP MANDHANI 
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LIVING IN HOPE 


M.A.K. PAT AUDI on India's Pakistani jinx at Sharjah 


a Like all 

well-organised 
tournaments, the 
Australasia Cup also 
picked up interest 
day by day. And for 
those who like to 
watch serious * 
cricket seriously, the absence of 
drums and bugles made the 
days even more enjoyable. 

It's all a question of peaking at 
the right time. At least this was the 
only thought that kept Indian 
hopes alive, for the performance 
against Pakistan in the league 
stage was one of the least 
distinguished that 1 have 
witnessed from a side that has 
never been strong on consistency 
The only tune that India looked 
as if It meant business in that 
Tanduikar Doing his bit 


match (apart from half an hour in 
the afternoon when Chauhan got 
the batting off balance) was when 
Tendulkar in his latest avatar had 
the crowd on its feet as he struck 
Akram and Javcd repeatedly to 
the fence and once even over it. 

In this mood, Tendulkar is a 
spectator's jOy and a bowler's 
nightmare, for line and length lose 
their meaning. 

I am sure Tendulkar felt he had 
done his job to satisfaction that 
day. A perfectly orchestrated start 
was squandered by the others. 
Irresponsible batting was the 
order of the day and in this the 
Indian captain did precious little 
to show the way 

The Indian bowling attack was 
so friendly, that any total below 
280 seemed indefensible against 
reasonable batting. Azharand the 

I^ P P. 'I. . ' ‘ ' 


others are well aware of diis, but 
against Pakistan and that too at 
Shatjah, they seem to have a 
death-wish and have become 
adept at committing suidde. 

A perfectly sound position was 
ruined by reckless batting and an 
unprofessional outlook. At the 
end, Pakistan could not believe 
that they had done it again and 
with so little effort. 

The final tally of 219 held no 
fean fot Pakistan and ju^t to 
emphasise the lack of penetration 
in the attack, Saeed Anwar 
matched Tendulkar stroke for 
stroke, to lay the foundation of a 
convincing Pakistan win. The 
only time that India looked like 
getting back into the game was 
when the spinners were on. The 
ball commg slowly off the wicket 
made stroke-play more difficult 
and Pakistan lost three quick 
wickets. 

But they were not about to 
make the same error. Led by 
Malik, and fully supported by 
Basil Ali, Pakistan dedded to 
consolidate its position by taking 
singles. It may have been an 
anti-climax after Anwar's 
belligerence, but it was the 
winning line and Pakistan romped 
home by six wickets, clearly 
showing the Indians that 
discretion and patience also play a 
part in the 50-over game. I've no 
idea what India learnt from that 
disastrous outing. One thing that 
did appear evident was that it was 
up to Azharuddlntoset the example, 
otherwise it looked as if apart from 
Tendulkar nobody else had the 
maturity to think a game out to its 
logical conclusion.* 
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WHAT'S THE 
NAME OF THE 


GAME? 

Even though Kapil Dev, Waqar Younis 
and Dawood Ibrahim were absent, the 
Austral-Asia Cup didn't lack in venom 


• • 

"Sharjah is not 
a place for 
sports 

anymore. Not a 
place for 
anyone who 
believes in the 
basic idea of 
sports. Sharjah 
has gone 
beyond all 
limits of 
tolerance."— 
Kapil Dev 

•• 


BY GAUTAM BHATTACHARYA, 
SHARJAH _ 

S o back to tlu" land of oil and sands, of 
imitnidatinfj showrooms and 
duiy-trcc shops, ol innumerable 
flyovers and swanky automobiles 
straight from your picture postcard collection. 
The Indian cricket team returned to Shanah 
and so did a seven-letter word called 'passion'. 
Not just a weak smile ora tear here and there. 
This was passion displayed on a laiger than life 
frame. 

Cricket didn't vanish altogether from the 
desert even though the Indians decided to 
stay away since '91 October. The CHFS did 
manage to organise their annual ((nota of 
tournaments in between. But minus an 
India-Pakistan war (that's the right word; we 
shouldn't kid ourselves any more), the 
amphitheatre had become just another 
ordinary cricket ground. Now, with India 
back in the fray, the amphitheatre surfaces 
back, so are the gladiators. 

The detractors proclaim that Sharjah 
cricket is all about hype, partiality ttiwards a 
particular team and salesmanship displayed in 
a very crude lorm. Yet, if you're talking about 
j packaging the product global standard-wise. 



friends and foes will all agree Sharjah docs it 
well. They are so sure about their 'market', 
that even the absence ot the world's highest 
wicket-taker didn’t merit any discussion 
among the CBFS think-tank. 

Why didn't you at least invite Kapil Dev for 
the tournament? 

Asif Iqbal, the coordinator for all Sharjah 
meets evaded the question: "I'll have to speak 
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non-resident Indians were eagerly awaiting 
to see KDI There was definitely more than 
what met the eye. Maybe, the CBFS hierarchy 
hasn't still forgotten what Kapil has said 
three-and-half years back in a very frank 
interview with Sportsworld: 

"Shaijah is not a place for sports anymore. 
Not a place for anyone who believes in the 
basic idea of sports...Shariah has gone beyond 


all limits of tolerance...! would rather play 
Pakistan in Karachi or Lahore. But not in 
Sharjah...everything is pro-Pakistan there. 
From the top officials to the groundsmen." 

Kapil's hard-hitting interview had, it 
seemed, opened up wounds. Wounds that are 
still frt‘sh as Asif tells you, "I'm not talking 
about Kapil. But in the [tast, I've seen this 
tendency among cricketers to criticise us but 
only at the post-financial benefit stage." Asif 
adds, "I am definitely not against criticism. 

But honestly. I'm yet to see anybody criticise 
us prior to his benefit." i 

Bukhatir, the man behind the Shaijah | 
show doesn't criticise Kapil (who had his 
benefit in '87), directly, but he claims to be 
'hurt' and not 'angry'. 

"Kapil was the one who used to tell me, 'Sir,, 


"You see, Kapil 
hasn't retired. 
We didn't want 
to invite 
someone who 
is still playing 
and not in the 
side. It could 
have send 
wrong signals 
to the Indian 
Board."— 
Abdul Rehman 
Bukhatir 




Sharjah cridrat apitamiaat 
DIM woni and that ia paation. 
Expatriates go crazy in 
Ihoir support of oMior India 
or Pakistan 


• • 

It was a 
tournament 
where Dawood 
Ibrahim's name 
figured as 
prominently as 
that of any 
eminent 
cricketer and 
even though 
assurances 
kept on flowing 
in that the Don 
would do no 
harm to the 
Indian team, it 
didn't convince 
many 

•• 



invite them (Pakistan). Sharjah meh phir 
marenge unlongke.' He was sn confident of 
beating Pakistan in Sharjah. Remember the 
match in which India managed a poor 125 and 
yet won. That day, till 9 P.M., the bus carrying 
the Pakistan cricketers couldn't move. People 
were shouting gaalh, pelting stones and what 
not. Even in those days, we were accused of 
having an anti-India basis," says Bukhatir. 

But whether his venom was convincing or 
not, the world's highest wicket taker walked 
away with the sympathies. He was missed in 
the desert city, starting with a capital 'M'. 

Waqar Vounis didn't come either. But 
Shane Warne did. Even before the first ball of 
the tournament was delivered, Warne had 
become the darling of the press. Reporters 
chased him all over and more often than not 
fell for his googlies: "I'll be in my room. 
Interview, no problem. Call up any time," 
only to find him not in the loom at any given 
point of the day. 

The political angle went further to make it a 
more unnerving experience for a newcomer. 
The Indian players were specifically 
instructed by the Indian team management 


not to go out with strangers, not to accept 
invitations from people, hitherto unknown to 
them. 

At the end of the day, it was a tournament 
where Dawood Ibrahim's name figured as 
prominently as that of any eminent cricketer 
and even though assurances kept on flowing 
in that the Don would do no harm to the 
Indian team, and that he is presently out of 
the country and stuff like that, it didn't 
convince many. 

On the contrary, you found people cracking 
Ajit jokes on Dawood, even before the start of 
the tournament. One goes like this: Dawood, 
in a hideout in Saudi Arabia is being kept well 
informed about the scores right through the 
tournament. 

"Mona darling, finalmeykya hua,"he 
enquires. 

"India won it," she repiies. 

"What India, oh..." he says in a shocked 
voice. 

"But Dawood, all the Bombay players 
failed," Mona tries to pacify the Don. 

And he is happy. "I see, to champagne 
mangao ." ■ 


22 











Q 


READERS' 

uiz 


QUESTIONS 


I Who scored the first 
♦century fur India in 
one day matches? 

2 When and where did 
♦ Don Bradman make 
his debut? 

3 Who took the first 
♦ Test wicket for Sri 
Lanka? 


CARTOONS BY ARTHUR CAHDOZO 


4 From which metal is 
♦ the Davis Cup made 
and how much does it 
weigh? 

5 Whose 

♦ autobiography is 
titled 'Lasting for Pace' 1 

6 Which cricketer 
♦ played for two 
countries in the World 
Cup? 

7 Who was the first 
victim of the 'third 
umpire' or the 'electronic 
eye? 


Answer No. 7 





8 Which country won 
♦the first gold medal in 
Kabaddi at the Asiad? 

9 Which game has all 
♦the following terms: 
Third man; cover point; 
first. Second and third 
homes; left, right and 
centre; defence and 
goalkeeper? 


1 Whose 
JL V/ ♦autobiography is 
titled '1 always wanted to 
be somebody ? 


1. Kapil Dev, 175, against Zimbabwe. 

2. Bradman made his debut against England 
at Brisbane in November 1928. 

3. Asantha De Mel, versus England at 
Colombo in 1981-82. 

4. It is made of silver and weighs 7.166 kg. 

5. Bob Willis. 

6. Kepler Wessels, played for Australia in the 
1983 Prudential World Cup and for South 
Africa in the 1992 Benson and Hedges 
World Cup. 

7. Sachin Tendulkar, run out. 

6. India in the '90 Beijing Asiad. They beat 
Pakistan in the final. 

9. The North American game of Lacrosse, 
which is a 12-a-side, two-team contest. 

10. Althea Gibson. 


ri;is I.)i 1/ I! l’,J I N < O.MP!! 1 l! in 




DEBAJITPHUKON, 

C/O GIRIDHAR KEOT, 

ASSAM AGRlCULTiJRAL 
UNIVERSITY, 
JORHAT-785 013 


All readers are requested to send a passport-sire 
colour photograph Of themselves along with their 
entries. The picture will be carried alrtnp with the 
quiz, if selected. 








RICHARD WILLIAMS sees Brazil's star in the 
ascendant as burn-out afflicts an Argentine idol 



expea lo see a beautiful game," Carlos 
Albeno Parreira had warned me a 
few hours before his Brazilians 
met Argentina in a pre-World Cup 
dash of the South American giants in 
Redfc last month. Luckily for the 
100,000 of us who turned up anyway, 
he proved a poor prophet. 

His caution was not hard to 
understand. After 24 years of drought 
following the three tumultuous wins 
that gave Brazil permanent possession 
of the old Jules Rimet Trophy and a 
unique place of affection and respect 
in world football, Parreira is inevitably 
reluaant to start shoqting the odds on 
a long-awaited fourth victory. But his 
team's 2-0 defeat of their fiercest rivals 
last month contained so much 
football of luminous quality and rich 
promise that even the mtjre cynical 
neutrals were finding it difficult to 
share the coach's restraint. 

True, there were one or two 
distinaly unbeautiful sights in the 
vast bowl of the Arruda Stadium, 
home of the Santa Cruz club. The 
worst of the arena's stained and 
rutting concrete had been hastily 
whitewashed for the occasion, in an 
attempt lo provide a suitable setting 
for the national team's fifth visit to this 
north-eastern city, where they have 
never lost a match and where, most 
recently, they thrashed Bolivia 6-0 in 
the climaaic stages of their World Cup 
qualifying group last November. 

Nothing, however, could be done to 
cover up the sad condition of one 
particular monument. No amount of 
whitewash, either the sort that comes 
in buckets or the kind that issues from 
a public relations operation, could 
disguise the plight of Diego Armando 
Maradona. 

Maradona arrived in Recife a day 
late and a long way short of fitness. 

Diam MarMtona; om of tin greatact 
faoDanaia irf tba modam aga, now claarly 
undarminad by a IHa of drag-taking, nndlnas 
partying and lack of practiBa 



Nothing about his brief visit to Brazil 
provided an optimistic antidote to the 
recent outbreak of shenanigans 
involving an air-rifle, or spoke well of 
his chances of making the sort of 
impact on the 1994 World Cup finals 
that his great talent demands, even in 
his 34th year. 

To start with, there was the business 
of the living quarters. While the 
remainder of Alfio Basile's 
Argentinian squad stayed in regular 
$ 120-a night rooms at one of Recife's 
five-star hotels, the former golden boy 
barricaded himself in the 
$l,300-a-day Presidential Suite. It 
wasn't long before the local papers 
were full of reports of a 
Maradona-hosted prernaich party 
that went on until 4 am, awash in the 
product of Moet et Chandon—^with, 
so it was said, a big order of chips on 
the side. 

You could see where the chips had 
gone when Maradona lined up as one 
of eight substitutes on the bench. As 
soon as he emerged just before the 
kick-off, a hundred or so cameramen 
turned his progress along the 
touchline into a small riot. When a 



asiie, Argentina's 
coach believes that his 
greatest star would be 
better off staying away 
from club football 
entirely between now 
and June, concentrating 
instead on getting 
himself back into shape. 
After all, he has nothing 
more to learn about the 
game itself 


squad of military policemen 
eventually dispersed the throng, 
Maradona stood revealed as a ghastly 
caricature of the slimmed-down, 
almost feverishly bright-eyed figure 
who had made his comeback to 
football with Newell's Old Boys in 
Rosario many months ago. 

So not even the Virgin of Rosario, 
whose blessings had been so 
bounteously bestowed on him in 
November, could save this fallen idol. 
Uncharaaeristically, he wore his blue 
and white shirt outside his shorts ma 
vain attempt to hide the most 
incriminating evidence of ail. And 
since he wasn't brought into the 
aaion, even in the last few minutes 
aher his team had gone two goals 
down, we can assume that his 
presence on the bench was simply a 
cosmetic PR exercise designed to 
reassure the world that he is not yet in 
terminal decline. 

Basiie, Argentina's coach, believes 
that his greatest star would be better 
off staying away from club football 
entirely between now and June, 
concentrating instead on getting 
himself back into shape. After ail, he 
has nothing more to learn about the 
game itself. 

The coach could be right, because 
on that Wednesday night's form 
Argentina certainly need even a 
half-fit, half-speed Maradona. Against 
Brazil they looked little more than a 
colleaion of tall athletes with big 
thighs, long hair and short tempers. 

The likes of Fernando Redondo, 

Diego Cagna, Leo Rodondo, Diego 
Cagna, Leo Rodriguez and Gabriel 
Batistuta had little to offer beyond 
aggression—not surprisingly, 
perhaps, since Redondo plays his 
league football for Tenerife. Leo 
Rodriguez can't command a place in 
Borussia Dortmund's first team, and 
Batistuta is with Florentina in Italy's 
SerieB. Only Claudio Garda of River 
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Plate, at 30 the oldest outfield player 
in the team and one of only four 
members of the starting line-up based 
in Argentina, displayed any kind of 
pertinent energy and even he is 
presumably only keeping the second 
striker's shirt warm for Claudio 


Caniggia, whose year-long doping 
suspension ends on 8 May. 

Both sides were packed with exiles, 
Parreira welcoming back Bebeto from 
Deportivo La Cortuna and Rai and 
Ricardo Gomes from Paris 
Saint-German. But he was unable to 


select his own most controversial 
player, the Spanish-based striker 
Romario, who sent word from the 
Nou Camp that an injury picked up in 
Barcelona's league match against Real 
Santander would preclude his 
attendance. 
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"I don't understand it", said Mario 
Zagalo, who played in the 1958 and 
1962 World Cup-winning sides, 
coached the 1970 team and is now 
Parreira's technical director. "I 
watched that match live on TV, here 
in Brazil. Romario played the whole 


Bmira M drWdm Ndmily Mm • tank ia 
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game. There didn't seem to be 
anything wrong. Then on Monday 
there was a fax at the federation's 
office in Rio saying that he had a knee 
problem and was going to see a 
specialist in Holland. So." 

Romario's talent is extraordinary 
enough to make him potentially a 
decisive performer on the biggest 
stage of all, but his fondness for 
shooting his mouth off at inopportune 
moments has given Parreira several 
kinds of grief in the three years since 
he took charge of the national squad. 
In Romario's absence, the coach 
restored Muller to the attack, pairing 
him with Bebeto in a combination 
that produced both goals. 

Bel)eto and Muller may have 
decided that match in terms of 
creating and executing the goals that 
counted, but the most impressive 
Brazilians on display were Cafu, a 
right-back from the Sao Paulo club 
whose explosive attacking runs 
recalled the early days of the great 
Junior, and Zinho, a left-sided 
midfield player whose ability to hold 
the ball, lure opponents toward him 
and then play a killing pass is strongly 
reminiscent of Rivelino, one of the 
stars of 1970. 

These two were largely responsible 
for the game's most exhilarating 
dimension; its reminder that Brazil's 
game is based on a devastating change 
of pace. You could go a whole season 
in the English league without once 
seeing the sort of move that studded 
this performance at regular intervals 
as Cafu, Zinho, Rai, Muller or 
Leonardo, who substituted as 
left-back for the sulky and overweight 
Branco, suddenly changed up two 
gears, instantly provoking a 
coordinated response from their 
team-mates. When you can operate at 
such velocity with the skills that the 
Brazilians bring to bear, there ought to 
oe no answer. 

Ultimately, and unsurprisingly, 
Argentina tried to reply with physical 
force, the game degenerated into a 
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I loniario's talent is 
extraordinary enough to 
make him potentially a 
decisivo performer on 


but his fondness for 
shooting his mouth off at 
inopportune moments 
has given manager 
Parreira several kinds 
of grief in the three 
years since he took 
charge of the national 
squad 


percusive clatter of trips and body 
checks. 

The potential danger of this kind of 
approach to Brazil's chances in the 
United States was plain to see when 
the marvellous Cafu revealed 
worrying hints of a low boiling-point 
in an understandable but foolish 
desire to humiliate those opponents 
who were mistreating him. 


History strongly favours the idea of 
a team from the Americas winning the 
World Cup this summer, but the 
lessons of that fascinating match were 
twofold. 

First, that Argentina, with Oscar 
Ruggeri back in defence, Caniggia in 
attack and Maradona pulling the 
strings, probably have it in them to 
spoil a few people's fun once again, 
although any more elevated ambition 
may be beyond them. And second, 
that while Carlos Alberto Parreira's 
team is unlikely to prove itself the 
equal of the immortal champions of 
1970, only a lack of self-discipline on 
the field or an outbreak of feuding off 
it can prevent the descendants of the 
greatest team of all playing a 
significant role in the destiny of the 
1994 World Cup. ■ 
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BRAHAM LINCOLN 
sagely advised: “If you 
once forfeit the confidence 
of your fellow citi7ens, you 
can never regain their respect and 
esteem. It is true that you may fool all 
the peoftfe some of the time, you can 
even fool some of the people all the 
lime; but you can't fool all the 
people all the time." 

J.incoln also insisted; "Important 
principles may, and must, be 
inflexible." 

What do such lofty maxims have to 
do with the ATP Tour's "Best 14" 
rule? Everything, as we shall sec. 

In 1990, the ATP Tour's premier 
year, CEO Mark Miles offered that, 
"What we need is a system that will 
penalize people for losing any time 
they step on the 
court butMill 
encourages them 
to play." 

Fair enough. 

We can all agree 
that pro players 
should be 
penalized in the 
rankings—and 
receive less prize 
money—when 
they lose. 

Unfortunately, 
what the trusting 
tennis world got instead was an 
unfair, illogical, flawed, deceptive, 
inaccurate and gimmicky ranking 
system that frequently doesn't 
penalize people for losing. The "Best 
14" rule is, quite simply, the worst 
rule in all of sports. Here's why; 

1) It violates the sacrosanct, 
time-honoured and extremely 
important principle that all 
sanctioned tournament and game 
results on an official circuit or league 
must count, and count fully, in the 
official rankings of standings. 

Since 1919, on ly a player's best 14 
tournaments have been tised to 
calculate his world ranking. World 
rankings not only determine who the 
best players are, but also which 
players are seeded and which players 
get directly into the main draw of 


"It's a bunch of 
baloney," charged 
Lendl last year. 
"We're the only sport 
where every game 
doesn't count. You 
should not be allowed 
to have 15 lousy 
results and they don't 
count because you 
have 14 better ones." 
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peptions 
The Rule 


big-time tournaments. 

Believe it or not, if a competitor 
plays 21 ATP Tour tournaments, 
roughly ?? per cent of his official, 
bona- fide results—depending on the 
points awarded for the importance of 
each tournament, quality of his wins, 
how many rounds achieved, 
etc.—does not count. If he plays 28 
tournaments, about 50 percent of his 
tournament year-does not count. 

Poof, it disappears! It didn't happen 
because he didn't do well. 

It 's absurd even to contemplate this 
kind of disdain for the obvious 
truth—that George Orwell satirised in 
"Nineteen Eighty-Four"—happening 
in pro basketball, baseball, hockey or 
football. (My beloved, but slumping 
Boston Celtics can't just throw out 
their current 10-game losing streak.) 

In tennis today, are we talking 
about gimmicky games like throwing 
a ball at a moving target to win a 
stuffed animal at a carnival—ora 
serious, credible, legitimate 
professional sport? Come on, ATP! 

You count Pete Sampras' 1993 
Wimbledon results because he won 
the championship, but you don't 
count his 1993 Wimbledon had he 
lost in the first round. Stefan Edberg 
ranked No. 1 at the end of 1990, but 
we'll never know if he I'^ally deserved 
it because his horrendous first-round 
losses at the French and US Opens 
were never counted at all! Neither 
were any ot Ivan Lendl's whopping 11 
first-round losses in 1993. 

2) The "Best 14" rule unfairly 
penalizes at least four categories or 
world-class players. First, players who 
are consistent throughout the year 
and infrequently lose early are 


The 'Best 14' rule is 
the most important 
rule that governs 
world tennis. But it is 
also ridiculous and 
illogical, thereby 
making it the worst 
rule in sport 


BY PAUL FEIN 


victimized because the inconsistency 
of others is penalized little or not at all. 

Second, players who always fight to 
win no matter what the adversity, and 
often prevail, get less ranking credit 
than they should. That's because 
losses caused by half-hearted play and 
tanking can be discounted. 

Third, players who confidently and 
frequently compete on different court 
surfaces—just what the ATP purports 
to encourage—^with generally gotKf 
results are not properly rewarded for 
their versatility. Conversely 
one-surface specialists get away with 
poor results on their weaker surfaces 
because often they just don't count. 

Fourth, players who enter 14 or 
slightly more than 14 tournaments 
arc really discriminated against 
because many others play 20 or more 
tourneys. And those frequent players 
have their worst results thrown out to 
a vastly greater degree. 

3) The ATP's rationale for the "Big 14" 
rule is that it induces players to play 
more tournaments per year than they 
would otherwise play, as evidenced 
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by the considerable increase in 
participation nnce the rule's 
introduaion in 1990. In essence, the 
ATP is arguing—or hoping?—that the ■ 
endjustifies the means. I 

What we don't know with 
certainty, however, is whether these 
increasingly active players often play 
while exhausted and injured; 
whether they always play with 100 
per cent effort; whether this increased 
tournament activity will ultimately 
(and perhaps greatly) shorten their 
pro careers; and whether, as some 
experts contend, they are less inclined 
to play Davis Cup and the event of 
doubles because of their strenuous 
singles schedule. 

All of the above 

possibilities—realities, in the view of 
many critics—are greatly detrimental 
to the men's game. 

However, and most imponant, the 
"Best 14" rule cannot be justified for 
any reason or combination of reasons. 

Let's be clear; The rule would 
remain unfair and flawed and 
unconscionable even //every player 
competed in 40 tournaments a year, 
never played an exhibition conflicting 
with an ATP Tour event and always 
played Davis Cup, never played hurt 
or exhausted, always tried 100 per 
cent, had an equal number of early 
round losses, played the same number 
of tournaments (e.g., 20) annually, 
and played regularly on different 
court surfaces. 

Repeat: The "Best 14" rule cannot 
be justified for any reason or 
combination of reasons. 

4) The "Best 14" rule deceives the 
sporting public, which, by and large, 
isn't aware of it. 



How could it 
be unless the ATP 
Tour posted 
a prominent 
truth-in- 
advertising 
warning on 
every scoreboard 
and television 
broadcast that 
said: "The match 
you are now 


"I don't think the '14 
rule' is a good idea. All 
it does is produce 
upsets in the first 
round because they 
don't care. Before you 
had pressure all the 
time. If you gained a 
one-pointer, it used to 
matter. Now who 
cares?"... Thomas 
Muster 






watching may not count in 
the official rankings for either or both 
player." Would you want to watch a 
match that may not count in the 
rankings? Would television networks 
be less eager to broadcast matches that 
sometimes don't count? Would 
sponsors be wary about associating 
themselves with a dubious produa? 
Would cities and venues be likewise 
reluctant? What about tournament 
direaors, many of whom are savvy, 
former big-lime players? 

Don't count on the ATP Tour to 
advertise this ignominious truth. 

5) Fortunately, the "Best 14" rule 
hasn't fooled pro-players. Regardless 
of whether they, personally, have 
benefited from or have been 
victimized by the "Best 14" rule, they 
have refuted, rebuked and ridiculed it. 
They may not always care much about 
tennis politics, but they care about 
fairness and tennis' integrity. And 
they smell a rotten rule. 

"It's a bunch of baloney," charged 
Lendl last year. "We're the only sport 
where every game doesn't count. You 
should not be allowed to have 15 
lousy results and they don't count 
because you have 14 better ones." 

In 1992, then world No. 1 Jim 
Courier reasoned: "It's ridiculous that 
someone who loses in the first round 
of every Grand Slam tournament 
could still be No. 1 just because 
they've done so well in 14 other 
events." 

The late Arthur Ashe, whose moral 
and intellectual compass wisely 
guided pro tennis as ATP president 
from 1974 to 1979 and subsequently 
as a valuable critic, explained his 
opposition to the "Best 14" rule in 
1991. "I'm concerned about the 
perceptions tanking might be 
something (players) fall prey to so 
easily... because the situation invites 
one to cheat a bit," Ashe warned. "If 
you don't feel like playing that week, 
you can throw it away.... The worst 
thing that can happen is you'll be 
accused of not trying, and I don't 
know of any player who has been 
fined for not trying." 

World No. 12 'Thomas Muster, one 


of the game's most dedicated and 
competitive athletes, denounced the 
rulejust six months after its adt^tion. 
"I don't think the '14 rule' ha good 
idea. All it does is produce upsets in 
the first round because they don't 
care. Before you had pressure all the 
time. If you gained a one pointer (for 
losing in the first round), it used to 
matter. Now, who cares?" 

John McEnroe condemned the ATP 
Tour as "a total joke" and alleged: 
"This new ("Best 14") system is a 
cop-out, and 1 don't think the average 
reporter understands it. It's not good 
for the game. It's totally against what 
I'm about. Just because somebody 
plays 25 tournaments more than me 
doesn't mean he should be ranked 
ahead of me." 

Jimmy Connors connected 
sometimes brainless and boring 
ultrapowerful tennis with the "Best 
14" rule in 1992. "Since when does 
walking out on a tennis court not 
mean anything? Some guys play 35 
tournaments, so that allows them to 
go out and just swing freely and not 
really care if they have a bad week. 
Something is going to have to be done, 
or a lot of people are going to lose 
interest." 

Even the women pros, whose 
well-run tour has avoided the "Best 
14 " blunder, have disapproved. 
Martina Navratilova recently advised: 
"They need to revise their computer 
ranking system. People are suspicious 
of so many top players losing in the 
first round of tournaments. You get 
tournaments where players don't put 
all their heart into it. It seems like they 
don't care, because they don't. You 
can't have that. It hurts the integrity 
of the sport." 

Pam Shriver, her former, longtime 
doubles partner and now women's 
Tennis Association president, agrees 
that the rule reduces some players' 
incentive and desire to win. "I tend to 
give people the benefit of the doubt, 
but I've seen men's matches where I 
was just appalled at the lack of effort," 
she charged last year. "The fact that 
they know they don't have to count 
every tournament makes it easier to 
doit." 


The last word goes to Andre Agassi, 
of all people. The Las Vegas showman 
and money machine, who has rarely 
been accused of competing fiercely or 
having political acumen, protested: "I 
don't agree with the ranking system 
because it's more a question of how 
much you play. There are too many 
guys who play all year round to stay 



Dots Caarier InI that bis canMil 
■Mkiag is HniHSIIHed. thanks to tbs 
‘BastU'nilo? 

oti top. If 1 lost here (at the 1992 
Canadian Open), I could pick up 
another tournament. Every time you 
step on the court, something should 
be on the line." 

'That's an important principle 
"Honest Abe'" would champion. So 
should the ATP Tour. Or else it will 
forfeit the confidence, respea and 
esteem of the people. • 






Has Andre 
Agassi finally 
come to 
terms with his 
tennis? Or 
will he flatter to 
deceive, 
yet again? 
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I F your're in Las Vegas, it doesn't matter 
who you arc or what you do. In a city of 
excesses, there is already more than 
enough here to raise your eyebrows or 
leave you gaping. 

Vegas never sleeps, thanks to its endless 
rows of neon and manic casinos that clang day 
in and day out like competing churchbells. 
Veneer is what turns heads here and excess is 
the only quality that charms—or buys. And if 
you're a greenhorn to this kind of life and 
can't stand the glitz and glamour, then only a 
pair of sunglasses can spare your eyes and 
relax your mind from a surfeit of America at 
its gaudiest. 

But hold on. Vegas also seems to fall short of 
a certain quality. It's difficult to put a finger on 
what exactly that vital missing ingredient 
could be: Personality? Charaaer? Depth? 
Sanity? A sense of achievement? 

The hell with it. Vegas seems to lack all 


Agassi and over the last year or so, whenever 
he's occupied a bar stool there, the 
conversation with him has hovered around 
his lack of tennis interest coupled with a 
tendinitis problem, an ailment which needed 
regular doses of cortisone and finally, surgery. 

Agassi's sudden 'dip' in proper matchplay 
was disseacd and bisected carefully by the 
crowd at LJ's, and on most occasions, they 
know what they are talking about. It would 
not be difficult to gauge that they arc his 
harshest critics and they discuss among other 
things, that in suffering a mediocre 12 months 
since he bowed out of the semi-finals at 
Wimbledon last year, Agassi had dropped out 
of the circuit almost completely, choosing 
either to fly around from coast to coast in a 
newly acquired jet or to play lucrative charity 
matches with John McEnroe. In his spare 
time, he was spotted jumping off Barbra 
Streisand's swanky 'all provided for' yacht. 



ANDRE AGASSI 

Name: ANDRE AGASSI 
Bom: Las Vegas, Nevada 
Birth Date: 29 APR 70 
Height: 5'ir 1M80 

Weight: 175 79KG 

Hair: Brown 
Piays: R 


PLAYER BIOGRAPHY 

Prize Money this year (USD): 211,65< 
Prize Money Career (USD): 5,970,881 
Best Career Rank: 3 07 NOV 88 

Current Rank: 20 
Doubles Rank: 169 
Matches this Yr: Won 14 Lost 3 


these qualities and more and yet manages lo 
make a very pertinent statement; You may 
hate what I strut, but that's because you can'i 
strut it. It is hardly surprising then to ;iote that 
Vegas is where Andre Agassi—^the enigmatic 
tennis player who is always on the cusp of 
showing his country whether he will be a true 
champion, or a burger-fed bore—calls home. 
In many ways therefore, the contradictions 
that the city seems to portray has become a 
part of his life. 

LJ's Sports Bar and Grill is Agassi's favourite 
hide-out. The occupants in that bar refer to 
everyone as 'guy', as you sit attacking your 
beer from frosted glasses and watch America's' 
favourite sport—baseball—on a dozen or 
more TV screens. The regulars there, all know 

RT? 


And, when he occasionally got his senses 
back, he proceeded to display in fits and starts, 
his erratic form that led him to lose three 
grand slam finals in 1990 and 1991. In fact, 
the entire tennis fraternity was certain that he 
was going to be the much-hyped about 
terminal under-achiever if he continued to 
propagate and play his baseless 
'rock-and-roir brand of tennis. 

At one time, it seemed that Agassi treated 
criticism rather lightly as he assured the world 
in his zany advertisement for Canon that 
'Image is everything’. In fact, this still earns 
him bottom-line returns of $6-8 million or 
more yearly from endorsement deals. But 
there is a flip side to that philosophy, one which 
he believes in just as assiduously. 

"I'm one of the biggest extremists I know," 
he confessed. "The cars arc flashy, the clothes 
are flashy, the rackets are flashy, and I like 
that, but yet 1 don't feel like I am that. I'm a lot 
more subdued off the court than people might 
think, but when I get on the court and get a 
racket in my hands, I feel my blood pumping 











in my veins. Everything I represent on the 
tennis court is just showing people that you 
don't have to be a clone of somebody else, and 
you can still have standards in your life. I 
guess I'm more of an entertainer than even 1 
thought." 

Today, tennis' version of Bart Simpson is in 
the process of re-modelling his life. After 
having recovered from his wrist problem, 
Agassi has decided to take his tennis a trifle 
more seriously. At 24, and already a veteran 
on the circuit, he comes across as more 
pensive than preposterous. Though 
Team-Agassi ensures that the former quality 
may not slick with him for long. 

"He'll always be controversial," says his 
agent. Bill Shelton. 

"He'll always be a rebel," admitted brother, 
Phillip. 

"He'll always be two people, one 
outlandishly public and the other obsessively 
private," confessed his former girlfriend. Amy 
Moss. Added to that is the fact that superstar 
singer, Barbra Streisand fell in love with his 
mystical portrayal of tennis (Zen Master!) and 
currently it is Brooke Shields, who while 
allegedly professing her 'endless love' for him 
is also dwelling on the merits of marriage with 
a walking talking strobe light. 

Today, without the thrill of winning a grand 
slam to stimulate him, along with his already 
available material pastimes, Agassi is once 
again trying to come to terms with his 
wayward life and tennis. The man who was 
not too long ago an event unto himself, has a 
remodelled serve, a lean and lithe physique 
and a freslily adopted psyche to help him in 
his chosen profession. And to help him put ail 
this together is fellow pro Brad Gilbert who 
has been hired as his coach and who could 
also play against him as he is an active pro. 

He obviously has not been wasting his time 
because it is an attitude that imtnediately won 
him a singles title at Scottsdale and a place in 
the finals at the Lipton Championships in Key 
Biscayne—^where he lost to world No. 1, Pete 
Sampras when he could have easily won the 
title by virtue t)i a walkover from the 
champion. His gesture of allowing Sampras 
time to return to the court after dehydration 
earned him not only a lot of gratitude from 
Sampras, but also a lot of love from his fans. 
"This was not about winning the 
tournament," he said later. "It was about 
taking pride in what you do. If I can't beat the 
best player in the world, then I don't deserve 

it Agassi a rebel without a pausa? Or is it juct an act? 


to take home the Cup." By virtue of his 
performance, Agassi's ranking climbed up to 
20 on the list after he had spent what seemed 
an eternity hovering in the 11110105. 

Today, he has relaxed the tempo of his life 
and this is in stark contrast to a pierson who 
had professed an undying love for speed. 
Agassi has started the painful process of trying 
to prove to his public that he is worthy 
enough to be a champion, though he prefers 
not to hurry into it. His immediate goal. 
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judging by his performances, is one of 
self-preservation. And once he manages to 
reach the top, he'll probably let his life enter 
once more into the high-stieed zone, 
ad-libbing once again that 'Image is the only 
thing'. 

But the reverse also holds true. When the 
chips are down and his trusted lieutenants 
start having their say and the sponsors start to 
deliver disguised threats, Andre Agassi won't 
ever drift far from a practice court. 

Robin Chatteriee 
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As the Briuinnid Aiuritraj Tennis scheme (BA T) enters its 
tenth vein, it is hitileJ ns the best hope for Iihiiiin tennis 
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I T was inaugurated in May 1985 
amidst much fanfare and 
tremendous expectations and 
this month as the Britannia 
Amritraj Tennis Scheme (BAT) enters 
its tenth year, the questions come 
thick and fast. Has it served its 
purpose? Is the expensive and 
ambitious plan worth all tlie trouble? 
Could the results have been better? 

When the Amritraj family in 
collaboration with Britannia set up 
BAT, the objectives weie clearly put 
forward in unambiguous terms to spot 
and nunure young tennis talent for 
the Davis Cup and world class 
competition. With the Amritraj 
brothers getting on in years and with 
the AITA doing precious little to foster 
talent, there was a genuine fear that 
the future of Indian tennis would be 
very bleak. This is where the setting 
up of a project like BAT was welcome. 

No one expected results would be 
tmmediate. It takes some time for any 
new venture to start producing results 
and sure enough there was ptecious 
little by way of encouragement for the 
first two years. Then things started 
happening and even the cynics kept 
quiet and took notice. BAT products. 
Rohit Rajpal and Asif Ismail won the 
Asian Junior titles in the late 80s. And 
then came the biggest triumph to 
certify that BAT was a success 
Leander Paes won the Junior 
Wimbledon title in 1990 and went on 
to become the world's No. I junior. 

Naturally enough, he went on to 
represent the country in the Davis 
Cup and that was one more part of the 
main objective that was fulfilled. Over 
the next couple of years, Leander was 
joined by Rohit Rajpal, Asii Ismail and 
Gaurav Natekar, either as reserves or 
as playing members of the squad. 

Little wonder then that BAT's Chief 
Administrator, Maggie Amritraj was 
ecstatic in February this year, when 
three players out of the four- member 
Indian squad which played the USA 
were BAT products, the only 
exception being Zeeshan Ali. 

So on the face of it, BAT could well 
be proud of its record. The results have 
been forthcoming even though it has 
been a case of steady rather than rapid 


progress. And in the fast changing 
world of tennis today, when 
17-year-olds are winning grand slam 
titles and one could be a has - been at 
25, one wishes that BAT's 
achievements were notched up at a 
quicker pace. 

For one thing the frequent changing 
of coaches has certainly retarded the 
programme's progress. Except for 
Dave O'Meara, who stayed with the 
scheme for five years, all the others 


have been with BAT fcir a year at the 
most, some even for just a few 
months. It was during O'Meara's time 
that the results were the most 
encouraging. Therefore a policy of 
continuity would be to BAT's 
advantage. 

Another pertinent reason could be 
the attitude of the boys. As O'Meara 
pointed out in restrospect at the end of 
his five year stint, "Indian boys do not 
think big. They are afraid of hard work 


and arc not over keen to overcome 
hurdles. They are happy to be in the 
comfort zone, happy to be playing 
around the Indian circuit, happy to 
win the odd title or two. Champions 
are insatiable people and that's one 
thing Indian boys have to learn. If 
they are content with their goals, they 
can never become champions". 

Peter Burwash himself summed up 
the boys' attitude expertly during his 
visit to the programme in 1989. The 
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coaching guru found out that they 
lacked confidence in themselves. 
"They don't have the belief that they 
can beat a player older than them or 
ranked higher than them. That's why 
the BAT boys are generally unable to 
beat the leading men players in the 
country." 

Calling the BAT programme 
"Perhaps the smallest junior 




development programme in the 
world", Burwash cautioned that it 
would take a long time for the scheme 
to produce results. "There has to be a 
broader base. The odds are against you 
when a programme has only eight 
boys. If BAT had 15 or 20 boys then 
something more might have been 
achieved." 

Of course BAT'S progress could 
have been a bit faster had the 
administration not sacked Rohit 
Rajpal in 1988 and Anirban Barua, 
four years later. On talent alone, Rohit 
Rajpal was the best of the BAT boys 
and he was one of the finest prospects 
in the country by the late 80s. 
Unfortunately, his temperament did 
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not match his talent. He had a nasty 
temper. A wrong attitude, was tjuitc 
indisciplined and possessed an 
argumentative nature. A programme 
founded by Vijay Amriiraj could n»)t 
obviously have a player who threw 
nasty tantrums on the court and the 
temperamental Rajpal was removed 
from BAT. 

Anirban Barua presented a diflerent 
.sort of malady. But he remained a 
problem all the same. Immensely 
gilted with lovely groundstrokes, he 
was by the early 90s the best prospect 
in his age group (16) and moving up 
well. However, an absolute introvert 
by nature, Anirban was a loner who 
developed a defeatist attitude and 
lacked fighting qualities, and by 1991 

Gaurav Natakar did BAT proud by making 
a graat Oavia Cup debut 



DEBASISMDUnA 








he was out of the programme. In these 
two cases BAT did their best to hone 
their tennis skills but could do little to 
correa their attitude. It was a classic 
case of taking the horse to the pond 
but unable to make it drink the water. 

This year, BAT expects great things 
from Vikrant Chadha. Indeed, he has 
•emerged as the best hope of the 
programme. Recently, despite 
preoccupations with his studies, he 
won both the singles and doubles 
events in an ITF tournament in Sri 
Lanka. During the Asian Junior 
Championships in Singapore, he lost 
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in the quarter-final of the singles 
event but reached the doubles final 
partnering Jaideep Shetty. And at 16, 
he did well in winning the men's 
singles title in a Tamil Nadu stale level 
competition in Madras, late last year. 

So what of the future? As it heads 
towards the completion of its first 
decade, BAT faces an awesome 
responsibility. The future of Indian 
tennis is bleak. India looks almost 
doomed to relegation to the zonal 
level Davis Cup competition, next 
year. Except for Leander Paes, there is 
no playcf of potential and this is 
wliere BAT's responsibility lies. It has 
to continue to prtxluce ftiture Indian 
players but a much faster pace, for 
time is running out for Indian tennis. 

Partab Ramchand, Madras 
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O FFICIAL world number 

two Vishwaiiathan Anand 
who is widely tipped to be 
the likeliest man to 
perform the unprecedented feat of 
challenging for two world titles in 
1996, has had a roller-coaster ride 
through the last six months. 

An outstanding performance in the 
PCA qualifiers and a facile win against 
the solid Artur Yusupov in his first 
Fide Candidates match were offset by 
a skin of the teeth qualification at the 
Fide Interzonal and a barely adequate 
perlorinarire at Linares last month 
after a great start. Both times though, 
he did just enough at the critical stages 
to ensure his reputation remained 
intact. 

The situation in world chess has also 
got curiouserand curiouser. One 
world champion Garri Kasparov of 
the PCA is still officially unrated and 
untitled, though acknowledged as the 
strongest player of all time. The other 
champion, Anatoly Karpov of Fide 
hasjust won the strongest meet ever 
— I jnares 1994 by a huge margin, 
thus reversing an apparently 
inevitable downslide alter losing to 
Nigel Short in 1992. 

In the 1994-96 cyiic, both the PCA 
and Fide Candidates will be played 
concurrently with three players 
namely Vishwanaihan Anand (24), 
Vladimir Kramnik (18) and Gata 
Kamsky (20) in the running lor both 
titles. 

The median age of the Candidates is 
just 2i. Just lour of the 14 Candidates 
(including the two champions) are 
past JO. A clear sign that a 
talented younger generation has 
broken through. So the region of the 
"Su(>erKs” may end in 1996. 

Anand stated just before ho left 
l.inaies' "It's time for me tt) cut down 
on my tournament commitments and 
loncemrate on matclqilay lor the 
next few years. I'm not worrying 
about which is tlie legit title-—I just 
hope 1 can win at least one! 1 think it s 
great getting two chances.” 

In that context, Linares may have 
been an expectedly poor result for the 
Indian GM! Since Anand has quite 
1 ightly relegated tournament play in 
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IMG'S GAMBIT 


Vishwanathan Anand'sform during the past six months has been 
uneven. And matters came to a head when he performed 
disappointingly at the top-drawer tournament at Linares last 
month. But DEVANGSHU DUTTA argues there is no cause for 
alarm. The Indian Grandmasteris just priming himself up for the 
Candidates qualifying matches in June and July. 


his priority list, he probably found it 
difficult to screw himsell up to the 
lever-pitch necessary to win in this 
class of event. He treated Linares more 
as a high-class tratning event where 
he could experiment with new 
opening systems. Thus his losses there 
can probably be written off as valuable 
experience. 

Tournament prizes come from high 
win-ratios against a wide field of 
players with various styles, while 
matchplay victories involve winning 
"just one game more" than an 
opponent who must be studied and 
outpsyched over an extended series of 
personal encounters. 

It is a different ballgame altogether 
requiring a totally different attitude. 
Anand already has an impressive 
match record with comfortable match 
victories against Alexey Dreev, Vassily 
Ivanchuk, and Artur Yusupov and a 
narrow loss to Karpov. He is well 
aware that he needs to win seven 
knockout matches in the next three 
years to complete an incredible but 
not impossible feat. 

If he can pull it off,it would be the 
catalyst for a rapprochement in world 
chess. It would be difficult for the Fide 
and PCA to remain implacably hostile 
to each other if the same man owns 
both titles. 

Particularly if that man happens to 
be the most likeable and 
uncontroversial personality in world 
chess as well as possessing the political 
advantage of being a third world 
citizen like Filipino Fide President 
Campomanes and a former resident of 


the Phillipines to bool. 

Anand himself believes that, "The 
time must come when Fide and the 
PCA will resolve their ego-hassles and 
talk to each other. Both organisations 
have contrasting and complementary 
strengths and weaknesses. They need 
not remain in perpetual conflict." 

The tjrst sign of compromise would 
be Fide agreeing to return Kasparov 
and Short to the rating lists and 
rc-awarding them GM titles as indeed 
there is a broad consensus of opinion 
that this should happen. The second 
would be an (perhaps unwritten) 
agreement to ensure that PCA and 
Fide title matches and qualifiers do 
not clash so that Candidates can 
participate in both. 

The next real trial for Anand in his 
quest for excellence will be the two 
quarter final matches that he must 
play sometime in June and July. He 
meets Oleg Ronianishin (Ukraine) in 



The median age of the 
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clear sign that a 
changing of the guard 
has occured and a 
talented younger 
generation has broken 
through. So the reign of 
the 'Super K's' may end 
in 1936 



the PCA and Gata Kamsky (USA) in 
the Fide match. Both times he will 
face all the attendant psychological 
problems of being hot favourite radier 
than underdog. 

Anand has played 41 year old 
Romanishin just once , a quick 
agreed draw in the PCA qualifiers. But 
Romanishin is rated more than a 
hundred Flo points below Anand and 
gives away 17 years in age and has no 
match experience to boot. 

In addition, the Ukranian has a 
reputation for being creative, brilliant 
and inconsistent. Against Anand who 
possesses the first two qualities in 
abundance and lacks the third, there is 
no way Romanishin can win. Thus 
Anand is certain to reach the last four 
stage in the PCA. 

Romanishin may however succeed 
in doing something analogous to an 
early pace setter in a long-distance 
race burning out the field and 
ensuring victory for a friend who 
hangs back. He may push Anand hard 
enough to set up chances for Kamsky 
to cash in on the Indian's post-match 
exhaustion. 

However Kamsky has a very tough 
proposition ahead of him also. While 
Anand takes on Romanishin, Kamsky 
will be playing the youthful Russian 
genius Vladimir Kramnik in his PCA 
match. There too he is likely to be the 
underdog unless Kramnik's repotted 
alctihol abuse problem turns into a 
decisive factor. 

Kamsky docs however have the 
sheer class to win both matcher and 
he does not lack motivation. What 




FIDE CYCLE I PCA CYCLE 


QUARTER (RdUMD OF SIX): QUARTERS 


1) Anand Vs. Kamsky. 

2) Timmen Vs. Salov. 

Gefland Vs. Kramnik. 

SEMIS 

Winners of above plus Anatoly Karpov. 

HNAL 

Winners of semis in a title match. 
COMPiLEO BY DEVANGSHU DATTA 


1) Anand Vs. Romanishin. 

2) Kramnik Vs. Kamsky. 

3) Shan Vs. Gulko. 

4) Adams Vs. Tiviakov. 

SEMIS 

Winners of above Vs. each other, 

FINAL 

Winners of two semis. 

Championship final Vs. Garrl Kasparov 



the American top board may lack is a 
cool head and a sense of balance il he-is 
in trouble. On occasion when he has 
played badly, his stated reasons foi 
loss of form have included bizarre 
ext uses such as a "Jewish-American 
chess conspiracy " and Garri Kasparov 
bribing a hotel clief in Linares to 
poison him! 

While being marginally lower rated 
than Anand, Kamsky also has an 
abysmal personal record against the 
Indian who leads five-one in decisive 
encounters. Kamsky has two major 
technical problems that Anand has 
consistently exploited. The Kazakh 
emigre gets into regular time 
scrambles and is also guilty of 
substandard opening preparations 
once in awhile. 

Anand who is noted for both his 
speed of play and his razor-sharp 
preparation, will of course be hoping 
these will again prove the decisive 
factors. Still Kamsky cannot be 
written off in either of his matches, 
though most experts will 
unhesitatingly tip Anand to win and 
reach the Fide semis. 

If that happens according to 
Anand," The pressure will intensify 
further and I will just have to take it 
one shot at a time through the further 
stages of both cycles. I can't afford to 
worry about what is going to happen in 
such an unprecedented and fluid 
situation. It could even end up being 
an advantage as I will always have the 
psychological cushion of knowing I 
get another crack if 1 goof!" ■ 
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Heartening 

E ven though dils might 
sound funny, I’m sure no one 
wiU laugh at me for wanting to 
congratulate the Indian Davis 
Cup team after their 0-5 loss to 
the USA. It was heartening to see 
the spirit of Leander Paes and 
especially, Gaurav Natekar in 
facing the formidable Americans. 
I am certain we sent many 
American hearts fluttering with 
the fight we gave them. 

Robin Chatteijee needs to be 
complimented for his wonderful 
article, 'Past Perfea, Future 
Tense' {Sponsworld, 6 th April) 
—where he hits the nail right on 
the head. It evokes some 
sympathy for Zeeshan Ali 
(whether he needs it or not), and 
I have been a disappointed fan of 
his for quite a while. 



fiMrav MkMkar aad iMaiar Pmk Am paifBiWMoa fa gNi Itevla Cap 


Definitely, Natekar is the latest 
'darling' of the Indian 
sports-loving community. No 
doubt he has captured our 
hearts. If only Leander's first 


serves had been better. Who 
knows what would have 
happened then. 

PAYALDHAR. 

New Delhi. 



AnF Raaak: W|M faian ahaad 


Congrats 

C ONGRATS to Arup Basak 
and Mantu Ghosh lor 
winning the men's and women's 
singles titles respectively at the 
recent National TT 
championships in Calcutta. 

Bengal table tennis players 
figured in almost every final and 
the State had never had it so 
good. Here's hoping that this 
spectacular success would spur 
them to improve their standards 
further and do well in the 
forthcoming Commonwealth 
Games and the Hiroshima Asian 
Games. 

BIJANBANOYOPADHYAY, 

Calcutta. 



Roni M Kairii: a Am aitiela 

Fantastic 

T he article on Nayan Mongia, 

(SportsfvorJd 23rd Feb.) was 
reaUy fantastic. The photographs 
of the said article wertt'superb. 
Also, the article, 'Romi on Kapil' 
was remarkable and many 
thanks to Andy O'Brien, for his 
article, ‘When life Begins at 4321' 
SUBHRANSUBANHUEE, 

Siliguri. 






"I think marriages and 
friendships work 
because people have 
the same objectives, 
because people are 
heading the same way 
in life' —^mran Khan 









S INGAPORE is celebrity land. 
Musicians, movie stars, 
theatre personalities, 
sporting superstars...you 
name it, they're all here. Not stayittg 
here. Just passing through. A little 
sun, a little shopping, a little spotlight, 
they're off to their next port of call. 

The common factor is muney. All of 
them leave this Republic's shores with 
mucho Singapore dollar (which, 
incidentally, is doing great at 1.6 to its 
American cousin) in their talented 
hands. The latest lot to hit these shores 
are Michael Bolton, Duran Duran, 
Lobo (remember him, you children of 
the '70s?) and hold onto your 
petticoats, ladies—someone by name 
of Imran Khan. 

And, like this magazine did some 
years back, the publishing group I'm 


now with immediately assigned a lady 
to get through the Khan's defences. 
She did. And wrote a Jong piece where 
she called him—and 1 quote from the 
published article—"someone who is 
famous for his deadly spin bowling as 
his alleged dexterity with women." 

Now, when are editors ever going to 
learn I It'> all fine to hunt the 
never-explored angle. But, c'mon, 
Imran has dabbled as much in spin 
bowling as I have in astrophysics. 

But she was fortunate. She is in a 
land where cricket is considered an 
expat' pastime. Where 'maidens 
bowled' are weekend 'conquests.' 

And the only people who probably 
noticed the gaffe were the 22 and a 
half part-time cricketers inhabiting 
his island. 

Incidentally a 'middle-aged' Indian 
colleague who currently works with 
me, was competent enough to be first 
choice wicketkeeper for Singapore in 


the recent ICC Trophy played in 
Kenya. 'Ramkie' as he was known 
when he worked as a sports journalist 
with the Indian Express in New Delhi, 
had played his bit of cricket for North 
Zone. If that has impressed you. let 
me burst the bubble by qualifying 
that. He represented North Zone 
sports journalists in the All India J. K. 
Bose cricket tournament meant 
exclusively tor sports journalists. 
Needless to add that Singapore failed 
to win a single match in the 
tournament which was won by the 
team from the Emirates Cricket Board. 

Now back to our lady cricket writer. 
In her defence, though, I must add 
that she did get the Khan-man to 
relax. And, while he was doing that, 
slipped one between bat and pad. How 
did he view the concept of marriage? 


For once, Imran didn't duck or 
weave out of the way. He stood his 
ground and answered that he wasn't 
against the idea. In fact, he even 
confided that he might consider it, 
once his cancer hospital was 
completed. What he added, as an 
afterthought, was, "If I find a girl." 

Then, showing wisdom very rarely 
credited to people who hurl spheres of 
leather way above legal speed limits, 
he continued: "Let me explain to you. 
I think marriages and Iriendships 


"I feel sorry for models. I 
don't find them 
attractive as I did when I 
was a youngster, 
instead, what they 
arouse in me is pity, for 
having to use their 
bodies to sell 
something," 

Imran Khan 


work because people have the same 
objeaives, because people are 
heading the same way in life". 

"If someone you're living with is 
not sharing your beliefs, is not on the 
same path as you, how are you going 
to go together in life? There are 
potential clashes. 

"Forget about religion; even if one 
is spiritual and the other is very 
materialistic—even if you are of the 
same faith—^you're not going to make 
it work."' 

Having castled the very fragile 
institution of marriage, the Khan 
proceeded to york the body-beautiful. 
Talking about his type of women, he 
said that beauty—for him—went 
deeper than skin. Or should that read, 
foundation? 

"I feel sorry for models," he said, 
adding, "1 don't find 
them attractive as I did 
when I was a youngster. 
Instead, what they 
arouse in me is pity, for 
having to use their bodies 
to sell something." 
Coming from a man who 
sold a million Godrej 
soaps, that's ironical. 
There was news in this 
part of the world that 
one of Imran's fornrer 
girlfriends (who, by the way, is a 
model) had set fire to his London 
home rccemly. 

And then, finally, comes Imran's 
ideal woman. His revelation is almost 
as elusive as his sizzling outswingers. 
Imran Khan's ideal femme: Shirley 
MacLaine and Waheeda Rehman. 
Yeah, the man's noigetting any 
younger himself. 

In between all this hunks of 
masculinity, Singapore got in some 
sport too. It got its butt whipped by 
neighbouring Malaysia in the Davis 
Cup. It was during this 1 -4 massacre 
that one picked up some gossip on the 
tennis grapevine. Seems, a gent 
involved with the Indian Davis Cup 
team has sounded out the Singapore 
tennis authorities about doing the 
same thing for the Republic. All very 
hush-hush, like a dropshot that's well 
disguised. • 

Pradeep Paul 


ON IMRAN 
ANDLOVE 
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Olazabal for 
sometime the 
'best youti0 
player in the 
world' 

confirmed the 
critics' 
expectations 
by winnimj 
the Masters at 
A ugusta 
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T he message Jose Maria Olazabal 

found pinned to his locker at Augusta 
National before he went out for the 
last round of the Masters lacked the 
brevity of Tom Weiskopf's "tempo" when 
Tony Jacklin won the United States Open in 
1970, but the sentiment was the same. 

"Go there", it read, "be patient. You know 
what you have got to do. You're the best in the 
world," It was signed by Severiano 
Ballesteros, whom Olazabal was going to 
partner In the Perrier tournament at St Cloud, 
Paris, involving fourball, 
greensome and foursome play. 

Once it would have been Ballesteros who 
commanded most of the attention. Now it will 
be the younger Spaniard, as the elder makes 
way. Times move on and this may well prove 
to be a new dawn for Olazabal, for some time 
marked as "the best young player in the 
world". 

At 28, he is hardly that any more, but by the 
manner of his play, having only two bogeys in 
his last three rounds to win his first major 
championship with a nine-under-par 
aggregate of 279 on a golf course as savagely 
difficult as men twice his age could remember, 
he at last confirmed expectation. 

For its sheer class it was reminscent of 
another viaory he had four years ago, in the 
World Series at Firestone. Then Olazabal 
began with a 61, followed it with three 67s 
and won by 12 strokes. But instead of going 
from strength to strength, Olazabal not so 
much got stuck as started to head backwards. 

His darkest hour was before the dawn, for 
last year he dropped to 18th in the European 
money list, failing to win a tournament and 
even having to be convinced by Bernard 
Gallacher that he was needed for the Ryder 
Cup. He won twice playing alongside 
Ballesteros, but lost to Raymond Floyd in the 
singles. 

Though only his manager, Sergio Gomez, 
was aware of it, Olazabal had several limes 
talked of giving up the game. 

He had black moods, sometimes when 
Gomez caddied for him not uttering a word in 
18 holes, on another occasion staying silent 
throughout a flight back from Tokyo to 
Madrid. 

He was in that sort of frame of mind at the 
end of last season and once the Volvo Masters 
was over, took more than three months off 
from competitive golf, playing instead only 
with friends. He knew his on-course attitude 
was wrong, but when he came back for the 
Tenerife Open, all the old ghosts returned and 
4<lon Maria Olazabal: Maatar oltha game 
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it was Gomez who was closer to resigning and 
said so. 

Gomez was in charge of the cadet section at 
San Sebastian Golf Club in Fuenterrabia, close 
to the French border, when Olazabal was a 
boy and chaperoned him when he turned 
professional at 19 in 1985. 

The leading amateur that year in Sandy Lyle's 
Open at Royal St George's, Olazabal had 
already become the first to complete the triple 
crown of British Amateur, Youths and Boys 
championships. 

Within two years Olazabal agreed that 
Gomez, thick at the waist and invariably 
enveloped by a cloud of cigarette smoke, 
should become his full-time manager. He 
could undoubtedly make more money with 
one of the big management groups but he 
does not want it that way. "Contracts mean 
commitments," he says, and he prefers the 
private life. He is a rarity, someone who really 
does have a close season with no interest in 
the big money spinners at the end of the year. 

The turning point was Olazabal's meeting 
with John Jacobs, who had first taught him as 
a boy among a class of youngsters in Spain. 
They spoke at the last Ryder Cup, again earlier 
this year in Spain and through the simple 
expedient of turning the shoulders more 
laterally, all the old flair returned. 

With it has come peace of mind as well. 
There was acceptance of that first round of 74, 
just as there was of the six he took at the 13th 
in the third round when hunting Tom 
Lehman, whom he eventually beat. 

Victory was made possible by the 30-foot 
putt Olazabal holed on the 15th green for an 
eagle-three from the front fringe of the green, 
dangerously close, therefore, to the slope that 
steepens down to the water's edge. That was 
the killer, for his putt was never anywhere but 
dead centre. 

Such sureness of touch can be traced back 
many years, to boyhood years when, with his 
father the greenkeepper at San Sebastian, as 
he still is, he lived "sixty feet from the ninth 
tee, 100 feet from the first tee and 35 feet from 
the practice green." It was the praaice green 
he used most. "1 did not hit the ball very far 
then," he says. "So I had to compensate." 

Olazabal is the sixth European to have won 
the Masters and three of them, Ballesteros. 
Bernhard Langer and Nick Faldo, have done 
so twice. The chances are that Olazabal will do 
so as well, by which time Jackson Stephens, 
the club chairman who conduaed the 
prizegiving, may have learned that he is Jose 
Maria and not "Jose Marie". 
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His mere presence on top of the 
circle sends shivers down the 
spine of the best defences around 
the world. In the 1993 World Cup 
at Lahore, he converted five 
penalty corner goals in the 
semi-final and final games. 

Meet penalty comer specialist 
Floris Jan Boveiander, a living 
legend In hockey, whose hits to 
the goalmouth off penalty 
corners ha ve been measured at an 
incredible speed of I SO mph. He 
created a sensation recently when 
he declared his intention to call it 
a day after the 1994 Sydney World 
Cup. Following are the excerpts: 

In a short span of nine years, you 
have achieved what others only 
dream of. What next? 

Boveiander: 1 still do love the game 
as much as belore. But there comes a 
lime when you have to take stock. I 
have had a long stint at the top having 
played my first game for Holland in 
1986.1 shall definitely play in the 
World Cup at Sydney. But Atlanta is a 
distant and remote dream. Now, 1 
have other plans... dreams. 

Though my love for the game has 
not diminished a wee bit, I am 
seriously turning to studies now. 1 
plan to move over to Chicago to 
continue my higher studies, 
preferably a course in bio-chemistry 
and thereafter I would like to pursue a 
career m research work. Perhaps 1 can 
play for my club (Bloemendaai). 
Besides, 1 have a steady girlfriend and 
we intend to tie the knot within three 
years. 

Does your retirement have 
anything to do with the faa that 
hockey is not a "paying sport"? 

Right from the day when 1 first 
picked up the stick, I have played 
hockey because I am passionately in 
love with it. Hockey in Holland is 


DUTCH 

played by amateurs, mostly students. 

We are nett showered with money oi 
sponsorship. The only privilege that 
you tan say we get is in the lorm ol 
special leaves granted by emjiloyers 
when we arc contracted to play lot the 
country. We never expected any 
rewards. The rewards came in other 
shape, like we got to sec a lot ol plates 
arxl all our expenses are taken care of 

How did you take to hockey and 
what did you do to improve your 
penalty corner conversions? 

My parents were the guiding 
influente. Both of them were good 
hockey players and played the game 
for the loveol't. I was hardly a 
seven-year-old when 1 first jilayed for 
my club's |ijnior team and attracted 
rhe attention of the coach in the very 
first lew game*. Another incentive lor 
continuing with hockey was that I 
found 1 could combine higher studies 
with international matches as the 
hockey calender is never 
overcrowded. 

But isn't combining studies and 
hockey very tiring? 

Yes it is tough. But it is tougher to 
work and continue your practise. We 
practice only in the evenings—for two 
to three hours,four limes a 
week.However, as the pressure ol 
studies increases 1 give less time to 
practise. 

Our coach, wht) is a shrewd 
strategist, suggested a few months 
before the 1986 World Cup that 1 
should concentrate on penalty 
corners as I had a strong body and 
could hit the ball hard. I took the 
advice seriously and started trying out 
various combinations. The rest is 
history. 

What are the basic requirements 

Hockay myba m analMir inort in 
Hnlinni. ht H ntiil pt n Jn c— cl wii i a l ont 
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TREAT! 


Dutch penalty comer expert 
Floris Bovelander provides 
some insights into the 
international hockey arena 



^ fora successful hockey player? 

I As 1 said before, a strong body and 
I good techniques besides loads of 
? stamina. Of course, you have to 
practise, practise and practise. There is 
no substitute for hard work. 

Did the changes in penalty corner 
rules affect your con version rates? 

Initially, n did. After all, you 
suddenly had to change the style you 
were following till then. The rules 
made penaltycorner conversions that 
much stiffer. 

Now you have to hit a moving ball. 
And any day it is easier to take a shot 
off a still ball than a moving one. I 
guess the changes have been to reduce 
the number of penalty corner goals as 
well as to lessen the danger to the 
goalkeepers. My conversion rate after 
the changes in rules has dropped to 
25-30 per cent. But then in the 
present circumstances, 1 think that is 
quite good. 

Tell us something about the 
Dutch team's training schedule? 

The hockey fedeiaiion is not as rich 
as a few other federations in the 
country arc and, therefore, we have to 
save wherever we can. 

All the players are requited to meet 
twice a week and then pursue an 
individual training schedule. The 
federation does not believe in holding 
long training camps. We generally 
take part in short two to three weeks 
camps. 

You have seen many of Indians in 
action. How do you rate them? 

1 would definitely rate M.P. Singh 
and Pargat Singh as the best and 
cleanest hitlers of the ball. .lagbir 
Singh and Balwinder were really 
skilful and very difficult to slop. They 
had amazing stick work. Now, 

Mukesh Kumar is a player to watch 
out for. 

INTFRVIEWED BY BHASKAR BASU 
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TF you were under the 
Ximpression that the top 
players in the tennis circuit 
these days were only 
money-spinning machines, 
then you better change that 
notion. And one player who 
will help dispel that notion is 
Michel Chang—the 1994 
Chairman of the IBM/ATP 
tour charities Programme 
During the Japan Open be 
met with Tokyo school 
children to discuss efforts 
made on behalf of UNICEF. 

Chang said later, "1 see my 
job as chairman of the 
IBM/ATP Tour Charities as 
having two aims. One is to 
assist local charities through 
support of their efforts at the 
tournaments I visit, and the 
second is to help spread the 
message that these 
organisations need everyone's 
help. 1 think it vs easy to forget 
how fortunate we are 
sometimes " He even invited 
the children to keep in touch 
with him throughout the year 
asking for ideas and inputs 

Just shows that not ail 



fdaym are there Just for the 
raoney. 

I t dame as a big surprise for 
iM when we came to know 
that Lester Piggot after 
years of marriage has had a 
son out of wedlock. The 
mother of his first son fhe has 
two daughters from his 
marriage) is 38-year-old Anna 
Ludlow, the 59-year-oId 
miOionatre jockey's personal 
assistant. 

Ms. Ludlow later revealed 
dial it was Piggot's decision 
that the baby be named Jamie 
Charles Piggot and insisted. 
"Lester and 1 are still good 
friends but I cannot say 
anything about our 
relationship. He is pleased 
about the baby,"One person 
certainly not 

pleased is Pilot's wife Susan 
who had hired Ms Ludlow 
initially to work as her 
secretary seven years ago. Mrs 
Piggot has admitted that she 
knew that Anna was 
expecting a baby but refused 
to emnment about the 
pregnancy. 

Piggot Incidentally 
continues to live with Susan at 
the family's $ 1.5 million 
Newmarket home just two 
miles away from Cheveley, 
where Jamie will grow up. 
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S OIG£RS spd sportstsied 
indeedmake sunnge 
bedfellows. Krst we had 
Bmtiara Stteisaiid 
about Andre Agassi being the 
*Zeo Masfer','The lati^ singer 
to have made a Iray into the 
worldof is none other 
than Madonna. Madonna’s 
lateSttoy hoy is reported to be 
Miami gua^;8iian 



MMoiiaa.-stom-dtutking is tall 


Shaw who is aeating ripples 
in the NBA league. 

Though Shaw is not the first 
sportsman that Madonna is 
having an affair with, the two 
are reponedly seeing each 
other often and we believe 
that the relationship has 
crossed the 'just go^ friends' 
stage. Stay tuned and we'll 
keep you posted with the 
details 
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CHAMPION OF A 
NEW GENERATION! 


T HERF arc many good Test 
batsmen, a few great ones 
Perhaps once m a 
cricketing generation tliere arc 
also champions players so 
superior to the rest that their 
contemporaries can only marvel This winter 
season and especially this last in Antigua, 
Brian Lara, 24, the Trinidadian assumed the 
mantle first worn by George Headley and 
passed on through the three Ws to Garfield 
Sobers and Vivian Richards 
Lara is that rare thing a gemus making the 
most of his gift What IS more he expresses r 
with charm and modesty One i an wnte of 
him in such exalted terms with ibsolute 


certainty not because of his score, but because 
of the manner in which he made it 
Technically it was as close to perfection as 
makes no difference, the most flawless display 
of ba'ting, on an equally gmid pitch for 
batting, since Sunil Gavaskar's 221 at the Oval 
in 1979 In time Fngland's bowlers, who, 
generally speaking bowled respectably, will 
think It a privilege to have played against him 
Not being champions themselves they were 
not as generous as they might have been as 
each landmark was passed 
Due to the very slow outfield Laia's score 
was worth perhaps another SO on other 
grounds 

Great players seldom give their wickets 
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away in any circumstances and despite Lara's 
' Wi 277 against Australia in Sydney early last 
year, which until that day was the fourth 
highest Test score by a West Indian after 
Sobers, Lawrence Rowe and Richards, 
concern was still being expressed round the 
Caribbean about the ability of this pocket 
Hercules to concentrate. 

He has silenced every doubt and answered 
every question by the way in which he built 
from a carefully laid base to reach a quite 
unstoppable momentum. 

Lara had.not scored when the second West 
Indies wicket fell at 12. By lunchtime, after 21 
overs, he had taken infinite pains to reach 23. 
By tea it was 92, by the close 164. Lunchtime 
saw him at 225, teatime, taken during the first 


Simon 

Hughes 

gives an 
eyewitness 
account of 
the historic 
innings 
of 375 




BRIAN STORM 


C hurch music blared from the taxi 
taking supporters to the St John's 
Recreation Ground that morning, but 
clearly England needed more than prayers to 
shift Brian Lara from the batting crease. 

Devon Malcolm plied the bowlers with 
fresh mango slices before play, but that did not 
help either. Lara progressed past one 
milestone after another with a graceful ease. 

Before this series Lara declared he would 
make a triple hundred before the end of it. He 
did not say it in a conceited way, there was 
more ambition than arrogance in his tone. 
This is consistent with his whole 
demeanour—disarming and courtc*ous 
whether giving an after match interview or 
standing anonymously at the back of a 
nightclub, jigging gently to the rhythm. 

Lara loves dandng, so it is hardly surprising 
that he chose to flourish in the carnival 
atmosphere of Antigua where Chikkey's 
Disco and a whole multitude of percussion 
instruments—from copper pipes to old 
hubcaps—dominate every break in play. 
Music clearly helps Lara's batting. 

As the England bowlers have discovered, all 
the West Indies batsmen move their feet 
extravagantly, Lara more than anyone- 
Though a small man, he manages a 
subsiantial ft)rward stride but can lay well 
back on his slumps to cut or pull. 

After this epic, his back foot will be more 
leaden than his front as England, Fraser 
excepted, spent much of the first two days 
bowling halfway down the wicket. This he 


profited from with a jumping flick to leg or a 
punch through the offside in a wide arc 
between third man and straight'mid-off. 

His offside versatility is what makes him so 
difficult to contain. He can glide the ball 
delicately wide off slip, lash it square or ram it 
just wide of the bowlers’’ outstretched right 
hand. This stroke shows class, but to give it 
extra oomph, Lara kicks his leaping leg 
backwards, almost like a bucking mule. He 
finishes up facing mid-on which could make 
running between the wickets tricky, but it 
does not matter, the ball has usually reached 
the fence by then. 

To further frustrate the bowlers, Lara 
employs an exaggerated block to any 
respeaable delivery and can chip legside balls 
wide or over men in the ring. 

Already the England bowlers had the 
proverbial featherbed wicket to contend with 
and seamers who understandably looked as if 
they would rather be lying on it than bowling. 
They tried attacking Lara from round the 
wicket, but that only seemed to give him more 
scoring options and a leg stump strategy helps 
to dry up his runs but is unlikely to get him out. 

As for dismissing Lara—well that is a 
different matter. One approach was exercised 
before the first Test when two men stopped 
his car at knifepoint near his Trinidad home 
and madeoff with all his money and cricket kit. 

Unfortunately for England, when the 
villains realised who the equipment belonged 
to, they immediately returned it. 







rain, ai 275, Mill without a single definite 
chance. His strokes spanned 360 degrees, 

Ironi the latest of cuts to the finest of leg 
glances. With high bac klift and high hands, he 
hits the ball c]uiie nnconiinonly hard. 

At a Test at Lord's in 1965 I hatspened to sit 
behind a pair ol visiting New Zealanders as 
Colin Cowdrey and Ted Dexter were in the 
early stages of a lengthy partnership. New 
Zealand, in those days when England 
generally outclassed them, had made an 
inadequate 150 odd. "We re not going to win 
so we might as well sit back and enjoy the 
batting," said one Kiwi to the other. 

It was like that for the English contingem in 
St .lohn's that weekend. Lara's glorious 
batting was a marvel to be enjoyed. In more 
ways than one, those present were seeing a 
historic performance. 

The question as the day's play developed 
was how historic it would become. Lara's 
double hundred earned him, like Curtly 
Ambrose earlier in the series, a C50,000 bonus 
from SEC, a Hertfordshire-based endowment 
company. 

Good publicity does not come cheaply 1 
suppose, but I hope they insured themselves 
because most cricket pundits would have 
nominated Lara and Ambrose to take their 
money when the senes started. They are the 
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Lara is a rare 
thing, a genius 
making the most 
of his gift One can 
write of him in 
such exalted 
terms not 
because of his 
score, but 
because of the 
manner in which 
he made it 
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two who have been the main reawn for the 
West Indian supremacy 

This IS the ground where Richards scored 
the first Test hundred in 1981 and the fastest 
yet five years later It now becomes the scene 
of the 13th Test tnple hundred and ol the 
highest Test score So garlanded ol late that his 
shoulders must be aching. Sir Garfield was on 
the ground and was not sorry to relinquish 
the honour 

Lara's wonderful batting dominated the 
weekend on a proudly updated Antigua 
Recreation Ground which throbbed with 
noise and excitement The brand new double 
decker Andy Roberts Stand nicely 
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Ik at BRIAN LARA 


umAU^ANCE 

Mud* hte dsbot )iw Pakistan inHw 3rd T«tt at ttta Gaddaifi Stadivim, Lafton on Danamb«»9> lifK^w} H nina m 

Hia tatTiitainnt^. Than M'waadrapiMtd from thaatdaandcama back irfiarav^» of ta^yMHVMSoHim Africa In 1932 
to fntfrw^tapafltyivAictwrda. vtrhO had nnirad from Tata CritA^ 

THE300CUJB 

Brian Uca <W J.) • S75]76dm> 4Sx4) vs England, Antigua. 1i»4 

Oatv SobeHi - 3^* (Et4m. 38X4,1x8] Pakistan, Kingston. 1957^ 

Ifrn .button (En0 • 364 {787m, 3^4) vs Australia. Oval, 1938. 

Hsnif Mohammad tPak)-3371970m, 28x41 vs W.l, Bridgetown, 1967-68. 

Waily Hammond {England) - 336* {31Sm, 34x4,10x8] vs NX, Aueldand, 1932-33. 

Don Bradman (Australia) • 334 t383m. 46x4] vs England, Leeds, 1930. 

Graham Gooch (England) - 3331627m, 43x4,3x6] vs India, Lord's. 1990. 

Andy Sandham (England) - 3261600m, 28x4,1x6] vs WI, Kingston, 1929-30. 

Bobby Simpson (Australia) - 311 (762m, 23x4,1 x6] vs England, Manchester, 1964 

John Edrioh (England) - 310* (S32m, 52x4,5x6] vs N.Z, Leeds, 1966 

Bob Cowper (Austraiia) 307 {727m, 20x4] vs England, Melbourne, 1965-66 

Don Bradman (Australia) - 304 (430m, 43x4,2x6] vs England, Leeds, 1934 

Lawrence Rowe (West Indies) - 302 (612m, 36x4,1x6] vs England, Bridgetown, 1973-74. 

★ DON BRADMAN IS THE ONLY CRICKETER TO SCORE TWO TRIPLE CENTURIES IN TEST CRICKET 

URAS CENTURIES 

277 (476m, 38x4) vs Australia, 3rd Test, Sydney, 1992-93 
167 (209b, 26x4,2x6) vs England, 2nd Test, Georgetown, 1994. 
375 (766m, 538b, 45x4) vs England, 5th Test, Antigua, 1994. 

World record breaking 375 runs [Breek>iip] 

50 154 minutes, 121 balls, 7x4 
100 232 minutes, J)80 balls, 16x4 
150 327 minutes, 240 balls, 22x4 
200 440 minutes, 311 balls, 27x4 
250.515 minutes, 377 balls, 32x4 
300 610 minutes. 432 balls, 38x4 
350721 minutes, 511 balls, 42x4 
389 (new world record) 748m, 530b, 44x4 
375 766m, 538b, 45x4 
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Complied by Han Prasad Chattopadhyay 
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i(iin|)k iiKMlttl llu old one lo tlit ollu-r suit* of 
lilt Viv Rk hauls Pavilion when Gravy ihe 
iiiosi lalci'ii'l ol ail iht various tharacRis 
whotnu ii.im iht jiublu bytradiiionat each 
ollht vVest Indian tntkci venues pjaytdhis 
own t!aiTie til imaginary tntkel on a sp< cial 
podium paddtd up and in cricket gear When 
Chicity sdisco nuisit blared out in 
celebration ol another I ara boundary he 
swung hmisc 11 on the iron girders of the stand 
tosiiowa gyninasiit strength woith> almost 
ol Lara himst'lf 

Bui Lara was in a class of his own This was 

% 

g ba'tingasliard brilliant and flawless as a 
diamond ■ 


Chnstophei 
Martin Jenkins 
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German 
mana0er, 
BEmiB 
VOGTS, is 
readVt0 
depend on 
his old 
guard to 
defend 
the title 
they won 
in Italy, 
fmir years 
ago 


TT T li never easy to love the German 
' tootball team A grudging admiration is 
about the best the English can manage, 
and not just for reasons of history, 
whether sporting or otherwise While there 
are many qualities that have brought them 
their unparalleled record in World f ups none 
of them ts especially endearing 
The Germans' World Cup record speaks lor 
itsell In only one of the seven louinainents 
going back to 1966 they have failed to leach 
thesenii-linals In twool the remaining six 
they went on to become champions m three 
they finished as runnels up But ambivalent 
feelings persist not least because il a Woild 
Cup produces a people s lavountc"—as it did 
with the Netherlands in 1974 and 1 ranee tn 
1982—It always seems to be the Gei mans 
who thwart them and if lecessary by 
somewhat unsavouiy means 
Then in the 1990 final tl ey had the chance 


Klinsmann's undoubted 
front-running talents have, in 
the past, been tainted by a 
predilection for falling over 
when coming into the 
slightest contact with an 
opponent. And often not even 
that has been necessary 


to beat a really unpopular team m Argentina 
But in displaying almost as much cynicism as 
their opponents in what was surely the most 
depressing conclusion to a World Cup ever 
West Germany as they then were only 
rcmfoiced the impression that ifu y an a team 
wilt) lake Irorn the-game talhei moit than 
they give toil But could this be about to 
change^ 

On the face of ii there sec ms no reason why 
It should Perhaps the most notable thing 
about the world champions is that theieare 
no fewer than nine men who were membcis 
of their 1990 World ( up squad m Italy the 
goalkeeper Bodolllgner, Lothai Maithausas 
sweeper the defenders Andreas Brehine 
hirgen Kohler, Guido Buchwald Thomas 
Be rthcild the midfielders Andreas Moller and 
Thomas llassler 

Bcrtic Vogts iheGeiman manager, cites 
till presence of so many loreign strikers in the 
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Andreas B retime nkoiit to 
take the penalty that would 
give Gerinany the World 
Cup. in their final against 
Argtntina 


Bundesliga as the reason why there were net 
young men in attack even talking of another 
call-up lor the 33-ycar-old Rudi Voeller But 
Vogts s team looks not so much over the hill as 
in perfect shape to scale yet again the highest 
peak 

It's a satisfying position foi Vogts alter 
having the almost impossible task of 
succeeding hran/ Beckenbauer There could 
hardly be a greate r contrast between the 




VOGTS AGE 
GOT TO 
DO WITH IT? 









two—the elan of Beckenbauer, the doggedness 
of Vogts, the little defender who is best 
remembered for all but t aking Johan Cruyff 
out of the 1974 final, and three years later 
being left for dead by Kevin Keegan In 
Liverpool's European Cup win over Borussia 
Monchengladbach. Beckenbauer, you would 
have thought, would produce the more 
stylish side; yet Vogt's looks superior in that 
respect. 

Vogts's selection, which will possibly 
include three 33-ycar-olds in Matthaus, 
Brehmc and Buchwald, is a reminder of the 
lesson which so often goes unlearnt—that If 
you're good enough, you're young enough. 
England manager Terry Venables says he 
understands, Vogts going for an experienced 
team. "They're certainly going to be young 
enough for the World Cup. Germany are in a 
different class," Venables feels. "The main 
thing is they've gt)t the right players in the 
right positions." Of those, none gives a more 
imperious performance than one of the three 
non-1990 vintage, the tall blond midfielder 
Stefan Effcnbcrg, who provides Germany 
with a grace and sense of freedom that 
previous generations have lacked. 

Effenberg, 25, plays for Fiorentina in Italy's 
Sene B. but the best of Serie A. admittedly 
lacking the injured Roberto Baggio, could not 
live with him. Effenberg benefits hugely from 
the clever formation Vogts deploys, which 



lainaRaiw: M • Miiwicv to Mi wiwMMr ka 


sees Klinsmann on his own in attack, Mollcr 
and Hassler tucking in behind him and 
drawing the opposition full-backs infield, and 
Effenberg and Matthias Sammer forming a 
deeper-lying midfield pairing. 

Venables singles out Effenberg and Sammer 
for special praise, for their aihround abilities 
and lack of weaknesses. 'They're both very 
similar; keep it nice and stiff in midfleid, and as 
the game develops they grow into it," 
Venables says, 'They don't look like they're 
forcing anything. Gaps seem to appear and 
they seem to run into them. As the pages 
unfold, the story gets better. The more you try 


Germany begin the defence of 
their title in Chicago on 17 
June with a Group C match 
against Bolivia, it will end 
two years of non-competitive 
football for them 


to force things in games the more difficult it is 
to try to accomplish what you're after." 

Klinsmann's undoubted front-running 
talents have in the past been tainted by a 
predilection for falling over when coming into 
the slightest contact with an opponent. And 
often not even that has been necessary. But 
he is according to Venables, "far more 
controlled in what he does. Before, he was 
like a rag doll. He knew where he was going. 
He was the epitome of front play, and I never 
thought I'd say that about him." 

Germany begin the defence of their title in 
Chicago on 17 June tvith a group C matdi 
against Bolivia. It will end two years of 
non-competitive fooU»ll for them, a situation 
England must get used to as they prepare for 
the 1996 European Championship. 

Andreas MoOer admits it is difficult having 
to play friendlies all the time, and that 
Germany's remaining build-up games—are 
especially important. "We must try out new 
tactics and change some things," he says. 
Though quite what Vogts would want to 
change is hard to see. ■ 







GAURAV 

NATEKAR 


The Ace 
In The Pack! 



A 

r\fter 

spending a few years in 
anonymity, Gaurav 
Natekar has given the 
critics evidence of his 
potential 


BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE 


H OW to describe Gaurav 

Natekar? Well, for starters, 
he's baby-faced, possessing 
a tin-pan voice, that even 
at the age of 22 years, is hovering 
between adolescence and adulthood. 
This voice when in speech, can 
sometimes sound like a car radio on 
scan. Natekar himself presents a visual 
that is contrary to the modern day 
tennis player; he is painfully thin. 

More on his voice, at some 
moments it is smooth, and at others, 
when he tells you about his favourite 
(the Davis Cup doubles rubber against 
the USA) match, it is gritty. Each 
word, ht)wever, is distinct, and when 
the action in the match description 
gets rough, then each word is given a 
special punch. In moments of 
excitement, he sustains the energy by 
elongating the vowels. And all this, 
however, is not surprising specially 
when you consider the fact that 
Gaurav has just become Indian tennis' 
new avararfiranslate that into hero). 

"I've always played good doubles, 
ask Leander," he said, trying to play 
down his celebrity status. "Well, in a 

6aunv Natekar; pramiaet to keep 




6omI Mtnit, tufiMd rivals, tunwd good 
frisndt agsin. India have a new doublet 
warn for the Davit Cup 

way I was lucky that Jaideep Sir 
informed me about my chances about 
three days before the tie. So I could 
prepare myself menially. Moreover, I 
was never really worried about the 
outcome of the match (between 
McEnroe and Reneberg). Plus the 
added fad that 1 was playing a world 
class team was good for me. I told 
myself that if I can play against these 
guys, I can play against anybody and 
with that in mind, 1 had a good night s 
sleep." 

We'll probably never know what 
went through his mind on the eve of 
his Davis Cup 'live rubber' induction. 
But one thing you have to say for him 
though that fora 22-year-old, he says 
all the right things. 

Gaurav Natekar was only four 
when he began chasing down tennis 
balls on the courts that lay just beside 
his home in Pune. If genes had their 
way of determining whether the son 
should play a particular sport that his 
father excelled in, then young 
Natekar would have probably taken to 
badminton. This is courtesy the fact 
that his father, Nandu Natekar was 
one of India's finest badminton 
players. He was a sportsman who 
commanded the respect of his peers 
and colleagues alike. Natekar Sir, 
however, had just one problem, his 
son, Gaurav didn't think that 
badminton was the most exciting 
sport in the world, and opted for 
tennis instead. 

Natekar confirms the above 
statement saying, "Basically 1 hate 
indoor games. And at that point in my 
life, tennis seemed like a better choice. 
Till I was nine years old, I didn't even 
know that my father was a badminton 
player of international repute. And 
my dad in turn, did not force me into 
playing the sport. He just said that 
whatever sport you like, you take to. 1 
liked tennis, so I chose tennis.* 

Naiekar's choice in his case was 
more of a fun-option rather than a 
serious one. If you had four tennis 
courts lying in silent invitation just 
beside your house, then playing on 


them, in normal circumstances would 
be the obvious thing to do. But soon 
the days passed and along with it the 
years, his focus gradually began to 
change. And with the gradual shift in 
priorities, young Natekar's brain 
began to pop out some very valid 
qticstions. He had become a little Uk) 
good to play the sport just for fun. 



Witt lyiie years 
Iilkboi't cyen know 
dwtiiiy dad was a 
lia<Mnipa nlayer of 

. playinatliesport.He 
lust saldythat whatever ; 
^cot youllke^ you take 
to^Uked teniits^ so I 
idiose 



Maybe it was time to pursue the sport 
armed with a couple of goals. Time to 
take tennis seriously. 

It was at this point of time that the 
Britannia Amriiraj Trust, or BAT 
noticed Natekar's talent and decided 
to shortlist him along with three other 
precociously talented kids, namely 
Leander Paes, Rohit Rajpal and Asif 
Ismail. Purely as far as potential was 
concerned, Natekar seemed to be right 
on par with the rest of the students. 
Life at BAT had all the ingredients of a 
glorified boarding school and it's 
students felt warm and safe in the 
cocoon of protection and security that 
the institution offered. 

Unfonunately, for Natekar his 
problems staned when his stint with 
BAT was over. Throughout his 
formative years in BAT, he had 
matured impressively and as far as his 
tennis talents were concerned, his 
potential seemed to grow, but si> did 
his insecurities once he stepped into 
the ruthless world of cut-throat 
competition. 

"I left BAT in 1990," reminisced 
Natekar. 'At that time. 1 had realised 
that whatever 1 had to gain from the 
academy 1 had already gained. I sat 










''I pky one SateUlte 
ana one dtafienger 
and come bad^ home 
because I have no 
money. Then 1 stay hi 
Pune tor a month and 
look for anothcs' 
spcmscHr by which tkne 
my match shaipness 
dies down and then I 
go abroad again. Once 
abroad, it takes some 
time to get used to that 
sort of pace, but Just as 
you are managuig it, 
you come home 
because you don't have 
money." 


down with my dad and decided that ii 
was time for me to go on my own. 1 
went to Pune and started playing with 
Nandan Bat. However, at that time I 
was on a low. I was winning all the 
junior titles but I couldn't really 
manage to breakthrough into the 
seniors." 

When the time came for Natekar to 
sit down and do some introspection 
on how his life was shaping, he found 
that he was arriving at some very valid 
answers. According to him, 

"Everyone goes through a period of 
insecurity. Sjiecially when you're 
trying to make the transition from the 
juniors to seniors. You're not winning 
your matches and you're trying to 
find out what's wrong, and why 
you're not clicking. This feeling came 
into me and it also affeaed my game. 
But soon things started looking up 
and I started winning a couple of 
tournaments and then finally I 
managed to win the Nationals (on 
both surfaces) and this really boosted 

Gaurav and LMBdar.thair enargvtic doidiles 


my confidence." 

The Confidence boost was only 
temporary in nature because Natekar 
found that a win at the Nationals did 
not have any fringe benefits attached 
to it. The adulation and recognition 
would be there, but only for a brief 
while. And Natekar in an assessment 
of his triumph agrees but only to a 
point. 

"J think being a national champion 
in any sport in India means that 
you're the best in the country. You 
have to win the Nationals at least once 
just so that you can have it on record 
Hovyever, the AITA has stipulated that 




play in tha Davit Cup kajMliw fan* enllirallad I 


we have to keep playing the Nationals 
every year. I personally don't think 
that it is right. It is taking a step 
backwards instead of forwards. I 
myself have won the Nationals on 
both surfaces in the same year. I don't 
think that one needs to keep winning 
the Nationals for 5 or 7 years in a row 
just to create a record. It is more 
important for me to lose in the first 
round of an international tournament 
rather than win the Nationals for the 
third time. Winning it for the first time 
is great and winning it for the third 
time means it is not a fluke." 

So like a whole lot of other National 









champions in Indian spon—and the 
list is endless—Nfatekar realises that 
the gains have not been substantial. 
Though he has fixed a few short term 
goals for himself—like getting to at 
least 380 in the ATP singles rankings 
and 250 in the doubles—he realises 
that these dreams will not be realised 
unless he has a sponsor. Natekar is 
currently ranked 400 in the doubles 
and 550 in the singles as compared to 
Leander's singles ranking of around 
330. 

'I play one Satellite and one 
Challenger and come back home 


because I have no money. Then I stay 
in Pune for a month, look for another 
sponsor by which time my match 
sharpness dies down and then I go 
abroad again. Once abroad, it takes 
some time to get used to that son of 
pace, but just as you are managing it, 
you have to come home because you 
don't have money. 1 think that just by 
playing at a higher level—even if you 
don't win—you can improve.' 

If one Davis Cup tie were to act as a 
barometer for Natekar's potential, 
then his presence is as big as his 
backhand cross coun. In his first live 
Davis Cup rubber. Natekar managed 


to raise quite a few eyebrovrs with his 
inspired play. He won over quite a few 
hearts though he prefers to underplay 
his deeds by saying, *I don't think 1 
played great termis. Nobody has been 
used to seeing me play like that. But 
the problem is that except for Leander 
and Ramesh in the team, nobody 
could show what they were capable 
of. 1 personally thought that I played 
well within my limits. Having said 
this, 1 also feel that I've only played 
one match, so 1 should not be judged 
too highly.' 

If there is anyone who is qualified 
enough to endorse Natekar's 
potential, it is none other than friend 
and doubles partner, Leander Paes. 

The two had been close friends sine** 
their BAT days, 'though once the 
rivalry got to us, our friendship 
suffered for some time,' they both 
confessed. But Paes attempts to make 
an introspection on Natekar's tennis, 
saying: 

'The biggest plus point is that we 
know each other's games. We know 
what to do and what not to do, so I 
think our professional understanding 
is quite sound. We help to make up 
the differences for each other. 

'The biggest thing was that before 
the match, we were a little worried 
about Gaurav and were telling him 
what to do and what not to do because 
'leander will do this and that.' 1 was 
trying to protect him. 1 think that was 
why I lost so many games and with it 
my roncentration. I unnecessarily 
staned worrying about Gaurav and 
what he ought to do. On the flip side, 
Gaurav stood up to tlK rubber very 
well and he even managed to enjoy 
himself in the matdi.' 

Paes' assessment puts Natekar's 
current position into perspective. It is 
a situation in which many Indian 
sportsmen have found tliemselvesin, 
but have failed to capitalise on the 
opportunities hi order to take that big 
step forward. Whether Natekar will be 
•able to do that, is going to be the big 
question. If he doeai't, then everyone 
will look back and remember that one 
big Davis Cup match that he played. 

! But it wiU only be in sympathy and 
I nut in admiration.* 
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somewhat like a page out of 
Ripley's Believe It Or Not. 

Well, it is nice to hear that. Let me 
tell you that the secret is that I have 
always given hundred per cent 
irrespective of the nature of 
matches we play on. I've also been 
fortunate enough to bowl on 
wickets that possibly helped my 
style of bowling. Then there is the 
influence of Tim May. We have 
managed to form a good 
combination. I've really enjoyed 
bowling with him. Credit should 
also be given to our strong batting 
line up. We've got six excellent 
batsmen who can consistently 
make a lot of runs and put pressure 
whether we are batting first or 
second. 

Isn't that being too humble? 

For the last six-seven years, 
Australia has always had a 
gof)d batting line up. But we 
didn't see another spinner, 
taking wickets with such 
regularity. 

Well, I've been playing for three 
summers with the team and it is 
onlyjust the last two summers 
where I've been successful. 

As far as putting my personal 
efforts, I work as hard as I can. And 
secondly. I do listen to a lot of 
people. Some one like Richie 
Benaud has told me a lot of things. 
Bobby Simpson has helped me 
tremendously to go and bowl 
round the wicket. Mark Taylor has 
encouraged me and so did Allan 
Btjrdcr. On my part, 1 listened to 
them very attentively, trying to 
learn as much as I could. 

But at end of the day it's the 
.student and only 'the student' 
who goes out there in the 
middle and does it for himseif. 
Isn't it? 

Yeah. true. I've been a determined 
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You've Been 
Warned! 

Shane Warne spoke 1o Gautam Bhatiacharya 


bloke who never gave up. But 
same goes for so many people. It's 
just that 1 am luckier than them. 

Why do say luckier? Again 
that's being unnecessarily 
modest. 

You see the Australian team has 
had a very good run in the last 
coujtle of years. We won quite a 
number of matches which meant 
wc were able to bowl out the 
opponents twice. And in this 
context I am happy to have a small 
role. Tim May and myself. 

Richard Hadlee has nominated 
you as the bowler most likely 
to break Kapil Dev's record. Do 
you feel confident about 
achieving this landmark? 

Oh, 1 feel very privileged that Sir 
Richard Hadlee has got such a high 
optnion about me. May be that the 
record breaking feat would happen 
some day. Who knows? 

But then I'm not daydreaming 
cither. It's a long, long, long way 
away. Jesus, it's so far. How many 
has he taken so far? 

432. 

Oh (whistles). I'm bordering 
somewhere around 120. Long, 
long way and when you realise 
that, you also marvel at Kapil's 
achievement. It's a fantastic and 
outstanding achievement. To have 
carried on for all these years and 
that too being a pacer is 
unbelievable. And look at it. He's 
still playing, Jesus, that's 
somethingl 1 wish him all the best. 

Of late there has been this 
popular debate in India over 
who is the better spinner? 
Shane Wame or Anil Kumble? 
How do you rate your number 
one competitor? 

He looks to me a very good bowler. 
You were talking about my 
achievements. Kumbie's 
performance is pretty good too. His 
record speaks for him. I am looking 
forward to an opportunity to try 
and speak to him. To exchange 


views with him. Let's see what he 
feels. We're going to have a beer 
and chat lor a while. 

Shane, you appear to be a 
down to earth, 
straightforward guy. Yet you 
have this image of being totally 
opposite. Of an aggressive 
person who every now and 
then gets penalised by the ICC 
match referee and who in his 
short career has also been 
dubbed as a 'sex symbol'. I find 
it very confusing. Which one is 
the real Shane Wame? 

(Laughs) Well, on the held I am 
pretty aggressive. There 1 am 
obsessed with winning. Off the 
field I am a quiet, down to earth 
person. 


"On thefieidjam 
pretty aggressive. 
There I am 
obsessed with 
winning. Off the 
field, I am a quiet 
down-to-earth 
person. Tve 
always been 
retty aggressive, 
didn't require 
success to make 
me aggressive" 


Does the adrenalin pump 
much more with increasing 
success? 

Not really. You see. I've always 
been pretty aggressive. I didn't 
require success to make me 
aggressive. 

How much help has Allan 
Border been to your cricketing 
career? 

Border has been of great help. He 
always kept confidence in me. 
whatever the score, be it 150 for 6 
or 210 for 2,1 always got the field 
that I wanted. I will forever be 
thankful to him. 

Now that Border is quitting, do 
you feel a bit Insecure? 

Not really. Mark Taylor led us in 
Sharjah. He was my captain in 
Zimbabwe. I was there with the 
youth team. Taylor, again is a very 
good captain. So the question of 
worrying doesn't arise. And let me 
tell you, Allan hasn't yet retired. I 
am given to understand, he's doing 
a bit of rethinking. 

You must be looking forward 
to a tour of India wheie the ball 
turns mudi more than on 
wickets you normally played 
and found them unresptHisible 
to spin? 

Oh yes. Why just India, I am 
eagerly looking forward to touring 
Pakistan as well. I've heard so 
much about the kind of vnekets 
you get in the subcontinent. ■ ' 









‘Then'U be packed stadiuiastSri^t. 
Butsay, wemepbybigSwitxeHmdin 
the SOver Diane. Well il there are 
70,000Ameiicaas and 5,000 Swiss, 
the Swiss will probably be making a lot 
more noise, "—Tab Ramos, midSelder 
of the American team, commenting 
on the ignorance of Americans about 
the game of soccer. 


A press conference took place 
after the USA played a 
'friendly'.match agaiast 
Switzerland and were mauled 0-4. A 
grizzled veteran of over 200 baseball 
matches, Mike Smith said, “In soccer, 
do you use a bat or a racket?" 

Amos Tamos, the captain of the 
American team, replied, with a 
straight face, “Artually, we use two 
sticks. Of course, sina* they are long 
and thin, we have nicknamed them 
legs." 

"Out of this world," said DHL Jim, 
who used to work for a courier 
company before he became a 
journalist, "this is planet Rcebok 
indeed." 

"Why use sticks to move around," 
Mike Smith said, "when you could 
use a car. It's easy on the legs. After all, 
America is a nation of cars." 

"That's a good idea," replied Amos 
Tamos, "but in the long history of 
football, people have always used 
legs." 

"History is bunk." said DHLJim and 
continued, 

"People are sunk. 


When they read ancient junk. 

They fall into a funk. 

And feel like a punk. 

No history please. 

Cause we are Americans!" 

Hie press conference room erupted 
in applause. 

"Seriously," said another reporter, 
Cicheal Mhang, of Vietnamese origin, 
as the applause died down, "hope you 
guys know how to serve a few aces." 

"Well," replied Amos Tamos, 
twirling the ends of his long, black 
moustache, "we have plans of giving 
Lele citizenship, so that he can play for 
us. Because, if we induct him into our 
team, Cosco the football has a chance 
to have a love affair with the net." 

"How come we got mauled by 
Switzerland?" asked Rare Mosset, 
another reporter. 

"Well, the problem is Cosco. We 
took him to a dtx’tor and he .said that | 
the ball is suffering from loose motion, i 
1 It simply means that before a player > 
I can kick Cosco, he is already moving. I 
And since loose motion is ^ 

embarrassing, he hesitates to go ; 

towards the tipponent's goal. Instead, i 
he moves towards our own goal. We 
arc hoping that Lele will aire him. 
Although we have problems in 
importing Lele." 

"Why is that?" asked Mike Smith. 

"Joao Avalanche, the president t)f 
FIFA (Football Is For Asses) can't 
stand the sight of Lele. The story goes 
that Lele eloped with Avalanche’s 
wife, while Avalanche was busy being 



the president of FIFA. According to 
informed sources, Lele is nundier ten 
on Avalanche's Anti-Schindler's list. 
This is a list of people who have to be 
hindered from coming to America. 

We are in a dilemma. We don't know 
what to do." 

"Is there any other option?" asked 
DHL Jim, adjusting his white Nike cap. 

"Steven Spielberg has offered us . 
some dinosaurs from Jurassic Park to 
act as cheerleaders," said Amos 
Tamos, "it's not a bad idea, but we 
need replacements on the pitch and 
not off it. We are now thinking of 
inviting an Indian. Not a Red Indian, 
but a guy from India. You must have 
heard of India? it's the land where 
discos arc held on the backs of 
elephants and people go to sleep 
hugging a tiger casually to their chests. 
Well, the player, Chirna O'Kerry is a 
black of Irish-Nigerian origin, and he 
is India's greatest player. He is at 
present playing in the fourteenth 
division of the English league. I spoke 
to Chima's agent, P.R, Munshi and he 
told me that when Chirna kicks a chin, 
it cracks up neatly into three pieces. 
This is a guarantee in the contract. We 
could win a few matches by 
incapacitating the opposition." 

"Well," Mike Smith replied, "don't 
you think we should win on our own 
steam? Anyway, how much are his 
charges?" 

"Nothing much," said Amos 
Tamos, "P.R. Munshi just wants an 
all-expenses paid trip for himself to 
the World Cup. And as for Chirna, all 
we have to do is to give him a packet of 
peanuts after every match and he will 
be very happy." 

"How do you expect to do in the 
World Cup?" asked Stephanie Graph, 
a shapely, blonde reporter. 

Amos Tamos got very excited in 
seeing the blonde. His face became 
red, his heart started thudding like 
crazy and with ease, he burst into song: 

With Chirna O'Kerry, 
there's nothing to worry. 

We are sure to win the cherry. 

Then America will become merry. 
Thanks to hairy, Chirna O'Kerryf m 

Shevlin Sebastian 



Yes, Leander Paes now reveals 
his choice; on and off the tennis circuit. 

"Officer's Choice, obviously", he says. 

Why ?!! 

"Because it's always a winner!!!" 

IT S YOUR CHOICE. TONIGHT. 

Officer's Choice: Commercial Sponsors of Leander Paes 
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Meet the private and unknown Pete 
Sampras, the silent but 
deadly champion, who may soon 
become the greatest tennis player of 
the modern era 
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BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE g 


T he single most iinportam thing that 
Pete Sampras has managed to do this 
year was when he made all those 
tennis writers—who aeknowlcdged 
his talent but avoided him lor copy—^wake up 
and put their lap-tops into overdrive while 
nosing and researching into every miniscule 
detail of his hitherto publicity-free life. 

This unprecedented volte lace by the scribes 
is in direct contrast to what happened two 
summers ago (1992) in Wimbledon, when 
two thousand spectators were asked to 
nominate /heirmost exciting player in the 
world. Andre Agassi won the poll—and the 
title. Martina Navratilova in sixth place was 
the leading woman. Why even Jeremy Bates, 
elevated by patriotic votes, was tenth with 
Jim Courier! 

There was no mention of Pete Sampras. 
Even when he cruised through to win the title 
at Wimbledon last year, Sampras was 
described as 'boring'. In fact, tennis writers 
critiqued last year's Wimbledon finals as 
'Bored on the Fourth ofJuly. 'Today, Sampras 
still carries that lag (boring) but he's not 
protesting because he is, according to the 
rankings and all his peers as well as respected 
analysis, indisputably the best tennis player in 
the world 

In fact, if rankings were a suitable 
barometer to judge a player’s greatness and 
worth, then Pete Sampras is possibly on his 
way to becoming an all-time great. He 
possesses the largest No. 1 lead in the history 
of the IBM/ATP Tour rankings and it is a lead 
which Sampras continues to widen 
tournament by tournament. 

Sampras himself put his invincibility into 
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got M b« Ms iSfvt. Ym tpaad it ttot tta (miy 
ftotor that imkM it lethal. It it aha hit wpwrfa 
taota of ^h ami iilacanieat Ha eaa act you 
with a Miaph tacaad aarva which hpluod 
wMa, ora la aiph roefcat ilowa tha Um. 


A good aerva h act the wily noeloar warhead 
that Pate Sampraa paaaaaaaa in hit araoaai. 

Ha may mrt ha at oggrestlvo OR coart lika the 
Coariar*t or tba Agatti't. who ganarate a lot 
more anorgy wbila bitUng the boll. Samprat an 
the other hand, utat hit opponantt anargy and 
hh own tuparb tantn of timing h good affact. 
The ratult whathar it h hh forehand (loft) or 
hit backhand can bo ai|iially davaatating 


Vary few ployart in dio circuit can match 
Sampras* tarve and vollay prowots, most 
notabh among thorn being Michael Stich. But 
unfortunataly for the rast Sampras' advantage 
lias in die hct that ha is more consistant. With 
hh strong tanso of touch and fuel, ha can stop 
an opponont dead in hit tracks, with a 
domoralhing volley 


perspective, when after picking up his sixth 
singles title at the Japan Open he said, "The 
reason I have such a big lead is because I've 
been pretty consistent. 1 haven't played that 
many bad matches, and a lot of those I've 
won. That's the difference between Pete 
Sampras a few years ago, and today." 

And that is about the only difference that 
people are going to find in Sampras' 
professional resume. In his personal life, 
however, he has resisted and rejected all the 
winds of change that have blown his way on 
the playing circuit. Pete Sampras does not 
scream obscenities (make Wimbledon '9^ an 
exception), grab his privates, colour his hair or 
date tennis groupies. The most you can get 
from him in the form of an insult is a 'flake 
off, which of course tells us in part that he's 
not weird. 

Not weird? But surely he's not all that 
normal? The guy who refused to believe that 
he could "fit into that sucker", when he had 




Sampras has 
no rival who is 
capable of 
pusning him 
to greater 
levels of play. 

Sadly for 
Sampras, he 
stands alone at 
the top, with 
no one to gain 
inspiration 
from 
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Sampru with girlfrieiui, 
Dalaina Mulcany at the 
19S3 Wimbledon 
Champion's Ball. Their 
relationship has 
weadforod the scorn of 
critics 


to wear a tuxedo at the Wimbledon ball. Or 
when he expressed surjirise at singer Elton 
John's house during a 'hit session', describing 
it as "awesome", the grounds of which were 
dotted with an array of automobiles which of 
course were "totally awesome." 

Is this guy for real? 

Yes he is. Sampras lives in his own version 
of reality and views everything that is 
extraordinary with the simplistic suritrisc of 
someone who is generally not used to seeing 




things in excess. It is an attitude which is hard 
to accept from someone who is a millionaire 
many times over. However, the world's No. 1 
tennis player's tastes, manners and general 
lifestyle are steeped in tradition and are simple 
in nature—just like his lazy and languid serve 
and volley style of play. 

It is astonishing to note that while tennis 
superstars all over the world take their public 
image rather seriously and borrow or adopt 
specific attitudes as the situation may 
demand, Sampras is a champion who wears 
the cloak of glitz rather lightly. While 
countryman and superstar Andre Agassi 
(who's ranked in the '20s) flies around in his 
own jet, Sampras prefers to drive around in 
his 'clunker' rather than his Mitsubishi sports 
car. 

A LOT of Sampras' meagre requiremets in 
life were passed on to him by his parents, 
Soterios and Georgia Sampras, who are by all 
accounts very simple people. You've got to be 
simple if you resist taking a plane out to New 
York when your son has reached the later 
rounds of his first US Open. Instead, Soterios 
took his wife to the movies during their son's 
semi-tinal victory over .iohn McEnroe, and 
lor a walk through the mall during Sampras' 
championship win over Agassi. 

Is normal boring? Sometimes, because 
there are some things which Pete Sampras 
just won't do in order to be diflercnt. What he 
does do, however, is smack a tennis ball 
longer and more accurately, from more 
various angles and to more vacant areas, 
better than anyone else in the world. And it is 
simply by virtue of this that he has become the 
first American to win both the Wimbledon 
and U S. Open titles in the same year since 
Connors and McEnroe did in the early '80s. 
But hasn't he changed? 

Give us a break! Or better still, take this 
incident that occurred in 1992 as a case in 
point. 

At the 1992 US Open, where he lost in the 
final succumbing to both a virus and Stefan 
Edberg, Sampras was practising one morning 
when Martina Navratilova walked up. 

"Hello, Mr. Summer," she said referring to 
Sampras' winning streak of two tournaments 
and ultimately 16 matches that summer. 

"Oh. Uh, no. Miss Navratilova,' the shy 
young man replied. "My name is Sampras." 
Such people don't change. At least not so fast. 

It would be worth wondering sometimes if 
Sampras is affected by the relative anonymity 






that his name carries. Another incident 
supports this thought; only last month, he 
was seated in the first-class cabin on a flight 
between tour stops. Sampras couldn't help 
but notice a baseball star (one Mr. Barry 
Bonds) sitting across the aisle. The autograph 
hunters were paying the slugger non-stop 
obeisance until the seat belt signs were put on. 

Meanwhile, there sat Sampras, the player 
who had outsluggcd everybody in his 
profession, sitting in relative ob.scurity. He 
wasn't sure whether to feel insulted or greatful. 

But one thing is for sure; soon he is not 
going to have that choice. And this prediction 
loines from a plethora of tennis gt/ru.s, 
inc luding Rod I-a ver, Fred Stolle and Roy 
Emerson. Because at the rate he is widening 
the gap between himself and his fellow pros, 
Sampras may well land up in the history 
hoerks as the greatest player ol his era. In fact, 
prior to attaining that distinction, even a 
master of understatement like Rod Laver has 
assessed that Sampras, "Has the most 
complete game of any player in the open era." 

So complete has been Sampras' hold over 
his fellow pros over the last year or so that. 
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Sampras' No. 1 
ranking, 
which is 
supported by 
5035 points on 
the ATP 
computer is 
1,812 points 
clear of No. 2 
pro, Michael 
Stich. To put 
the size of that 
lead in 
perspective 
those 1,812 
points would 
place him in 
theToplSin 
the world just 
after Boris 
Becker (1918) 
and Cedric 
Ploline (1858) 
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Though Sampras appears 
casual, avail whita 
winning, propte don't 
realise how competitive he 
is 


even an aggressive player—and tireless 
competitor—like Tliomas Muster, when 
asked what he would do to compete at the 
level of Sampras said, "Be born again." 
Sampras holds a 6-0 career win-loss record 
over Muster, a piece of statistic that most 
players do not possess. 

T here have been suggestions—and they 
are still doing the rounds—that tennis' 
newest champion is a hypochondriac and that 
his resilience is often underestimated. But 
these capsules of thought have only been 
floated because of the way Sampras ctinducts 
himself on the courts..Even during a winning 
match, it is his habit to wander about, head 
down, shoulders slumped, occasionally 
grinning like the .Joker in Batman—as one 


critic opined, "Like a guy who is a suspea in a 
child murder." 

The appearance is deceptive. The truth is 
that Sampras plays with such elegance and 
fluidity that he appears almost casual. "People 
don't realise how competitive he is," said Brad 
Stine, Stine coached Jim Courier, whose 
exertion as compared to Sampras is more 
defined. Players like Courier and Agassi hit 
the ball as though they never want to see it 
again. 

Through timing, Sampras generates as 
much power. His set vc, delivered in a classical 
style has earned him the sobriquet, 'Pistol 
Pete'. Courier, once a close friend but now 
partially estranged because of their rivalry, 
dubbed him the Sweet One! "The best thing 
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about Pcie," said Courier, "Is that he's so 
loose and nothing seems to phase him. I'm 
high strung and Pete's so lackadaisical, like 
the Rubberband Man." 

Thi.s flexibility of approach, however, has 
not hampered .Sampras' rise in the tennis 
world. His No. I ranking, which is supported 
by 501S points on the ATP computer is 1,812 
points clear of No. 2 prt), Michael Stich. And il 
the six titles that he hasalready won so far this 
year—as opposed to eight last year—are any 
indication of his invincibOity, then the enormity 
of what he can stand to achieve by the time 
this tennis year is over, is simply frightening! 




Jack Kramer, another of the old-time 


champions assesses Sampras' tennis saying, 
"Pete's got the most talent, the best 
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Even during a 
winning 
matcMtishis 
habit to 
wander abmitr 
head down, 
shoulders 
slumped, 
cKcasionaUy 
grinning like 
theJokerin 
Batnian---as 
one critic 
npined, ^^Like 
a guy who is a 







equipment. And now he's concentrating 
better because he's found a reason to win. The 
reason is that he finally hates to lose." Armed 
with such confidence, backed up by oodles of 
talent and motivation, Sampras is on the 
brink of ruling a sport till recently considered 
unrulable. 

B ut for all the money that he's earned and 
the titles that he's won, Sampras' own 
self-analysis is devoid of complexity. "Simple 
guy," he once said, "Simple lile." 

A life that he has shared for the last three 
years with Delaina Mulcahy, a law student 
who's looks are as exotic as her name. Seven 
years the elder of a pair known as Sampras 
and Del, she lives with him in Tampa, Florida, 
and their relationship mocks those sceptics 
who had initially suspected her intentioi's; 
they met just after he won the US Open. 
Incidentally, Delaina hapjHms to be Pete 
Sampras' first girlfriend. 

Simple guy. 

Yet for all his simplicity, the major tiagedy 
tit his tennis accomplishments are that they 
are sometimes underappreciated. And over 
the years, n may become progressively 
difficult for Sampras to sustain his brilliance. 

The reason for this being fairly simple: he 
has no rival who is capable of pushing him to 
greater levels ol play. McEnroe had Borg and 
Navratilova and Evert always brought out the 
best in each other. Sadly lor Sampras, he 
stands alone at the top, with no one to gain 
inspiration from. 

But for the present, Pete .Sampras' 
domination of the game seems to be complete. 
In fact, over the last year or so, his tennis may 
have made him known well enough for him 
not to carry an American Express credit card. 
This is supported by a press release from the 
IBM/ATPTour, which stated that Sampras 
received a letter from India (yes. Indial) 
addressed only to: "Pete Sampras, No. 1 
tennis pjaycr, Florida, USA." The letter was 
received by the ATP Tour International 
Headquarters in Florida. Proof that even the 
mailman knows who he is. 

Even Sampras is coming to terms with his 
new found celebrity. But dtxts he. In his quest 
for newer rivals and better standards know 
where he is headed? 

Time will tell. Perhaps Mary Carillo, the 
ESPN analyst is correct in opining that 
Sampras aauaily has no contemporary peer. 

His rivals, she says. "Are already in the history 
books. The Lavers, the RosewaUs and the 
Emersons." And Sampras may soon join them.* 

f>HOTOr>lltf>HS PROTESSIONAL SPORT 
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EXCLUSIVE 


SUDDEN 




Clockwise from left; 


It was a very troubled and pensive 
Senna who got into the Renault 
Williams FW16 at the start of the San 
Marino Grand Prix. It was as if 
Senna's face had death written 
across it 


Senna takes one last soulful look 
before he starts his tryst with destiny 

The 'safety car' leads the competitors 
around the Imola circuit. Senna's 
blue Williams Renault is just behind. 
Moments later the safety car moves 
away and Senna takes off to crash 
into a concrete wall 


ft s all over. The champion's lifeless 
body is put onto a helicopter by the 
medical crew and is flown to the 
hospital. It IS difficult to bolievc ttiai 
Senna wasn't dead by this tinte 

Removing all that is left of the 
Wiliianis Renault machine i a 
mangled mass of metal 
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IMPACT! 


Photographs of the 
tragedy at San Marino 
that robbed Formula 
One of Aryton Senna 











Grief on the victory podium after the Ferrari's Nicola Larini who came After Roland Ratzenberger s death a 
race. Michael Schumacher (who second. grieve the death of the earlier at the same circuit in the 

eventually won the race) and legend qualifying laps, his crew suddenly 

find themselves out of work 
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He pushed racing 
to the limit. And 



Ayrton Senna. 

He took the art of 

nK)U>r racing to 

it.s limits. 

JK Tyre salut 

e.s Ayrton Senna. 

A champion wh< 

D knew no limits. 
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Home They 
Brought My 

I PRADEEPPAI 

ilC7l V I^CCIIJIb S'-NGAPORE 

For some of us Ayrton Senna was more than just a racing 
champion. He was the ultimate hero we all want to be 


B eside my vcr 
stands a stack of 
video tapes. All 
nine of them 
contain recordings of last 
year's Formula One races. 
An equally fanatical friend 
taped them in Sydney, and 
brought them when he 
visited me last month. 

It is a ritual we have been 
observing for the last seven 
years. He tapes while 
watching the races live on 
Channel 9. Then, 
somehow gets them across 
to me, where the tapes 
normally gel worn out 
with repealed viewing. 

Usually the tapes are a 
source of severe strife in 
the Paul household, with 
the wife complaining 
bitterly about the 
monotonic drone of cars 
doing 75 laps of the same 
circuit. But this lime it's 
different. I've managed to 
squeeze two races into my 
hectic existence here. 

Then, suddenly, as of 
Sunday May 1,1 have lost all 
enthusiasm to slot the next 
tape into my VCR. Formula 
One holds no more interest 
without Ayrton Senna. 

Even though he is very 
much part of every race on 
those old tapes, I can't 
bring myself to watch. 

It's like watching 
Schindler's List wit hou t 
Liam Neeson. As flat as a 
bottle of cola left open for a 
day! 

My affair with Formula 
One racing began about the 
same time Senna first 
stepped on a gas pedal in 
anger. Getting his first kart 
at the age of four, he 
entered his first go-kart 
race in 1973. Then it was 
onto more powerful 
machines, like the Form u l a 
Ford 1600 series in 1981. 

By 1983, he was Formula 


3000 champ, and already 
the hero of a small band of 
motor heads like me. Not 
too many people were 
surprised at the case with 
which he adjusted to 
Formula One racing in 
1984. This was Senna alter 
all. The man who knew no 
fear, who drove every race 
as though the banshees 
from hell were gnawing on 
his exhaust pipe. 

By the mid-80s, he had 
entrenched himself in the 
marauding McLaren team. 
The partnership taking him 
to his first FI Drivers' 
World Championship in 
1988. It was a feat he 
repeated with 
consummate ease in 1990. 
The title stayed with him 
the next year too. 

Then came a period in 
Senna's life where he 
played the strange (for 
him) game of catch-up. His 
McLaren-Honda was 
woefully short of power 
against Nigel Mansell's 
Williams-Rcnault. Yet 
Senna managed to stay 
abreast on sheer driving 
skill and guts. 

Eventually, just as he 
thought he had it ail sorted 
out—^Senna strapped 
himself into the Alain 


Prost-vacated 
Williams-Rcnault this 
year—comes this 
incredible tragedy. 
Straining every piston in 
his car to stay ahead of the 
talented Michaef 
Schumacher's 
Benetttm-Ford, Senna 
kept going straight where 
the track curved left. It 
was—no, is—inexplicable. 
Senna has negotiated the 
Imola circuit's Tamburello 
turn more times than 
you've flashed your credit 
card. Yet, here he was, a 
Hfeless lump of flesh being 
helicoptered away from a 
still-spreading pool of 
blood. 

Max Mosley, head of the 
International Auto Racing 
Federation (FIA), can talk 
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'To.surviv« in 
Grand Prix racing, 
you naad to ba 
afraid. Faar is a vary 
important faaling to 
have.itholpsyou 
staytogathor.lt 
hai^ you race 
longar...andliva 
longar."—Sanna 
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about the odds catching up 
till he's blue in the face. 
There had to be something 
wrong with the 
Williams-Rcnault on that 
fateful Sunday, "ft's no 
more dangerous or safer 
than it was a week ago, and 
you can never be happy 
uniess you can say it's 
completely safe. It's still 
not .safe, and arguably may 
never be," said Mosley, 
after Senna's death. 

But two deaths in the 
space of 24 hours? C'rnon, 
Maxic, even the odds don't 
have it so good when there 
hasn't been a fatality in FI 
racing for the last 12 years! 

Senna was the victim of 
two very guilty factors. The 
first is the FIA's latest 
efforts to regain their 
control of a sport that was 
disappearing into the 
horizon. And the second is 
the sorry lack of safety 
precautions at the Imola 
circuit. 

The FIA, in its bid to 
restore some parity among 
the numerous teams in the 
FI arena, had outlawed 
high-tech gizmos like active 
su^nsion, traction 
control and electronic 
acceleration as of this 
season. In an era where 
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teams spend in excess of 
US$100 million per season^ 
didn't it know that 
removing gadgets was not 
going to lower speeds? Just 
leave the drivers more 
exposed to the vagaries of 
this incredibly high-risk 
sport? 

The Imola track too is 
culprit to this tragedy. 
Every track worth its 
asphalt had built in safety 
(cat ures like tyre-walls or 
gravel pits to slow cars 
down if they part otmpany 
with the planned route. 

But this Tamburella 
turn—notorious as it 
is—left absolutely no 
margin for error. Senna's 
introduction to the 
concrete wall had all the 
subtleties seen on Indycars 
racing ovals. 

Personally. I'm glad I 
made my 'pilgrimage' to 
sec the man in action way 
back in 1989. In London to 
report that year's 
Wimbledon, I stayed back 
an additional 
very-ex|>ensive week just 
to catch the British Grand 
Prix. 

1 went to the Silverstone 
circuit. I bought a 
ridiculously expensive 
souvenir T-shirt that 1 
couldn't afford. And 1 
watched Senna pilot his 
McLaren-Honda. 

I breathed the smell of 
burnt ortane. I tortured my 
eardrums by standing as 
clo,se to the track as 
possible. I even caught a 
glimpse of my hero as he 
stripped off his battle-dress 
in the McLaren pits after a 
<tualifying session. 

And, for all of you out 
there who think FI drivers 
are suicidal maniacs who 
make the Japanese 
kamikaze pilots look like 
sissies, I have just oru; thing 
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SENNA'S RECORDS SPEAK FOR THEMSELVES 


Grand Prix Victories 


Leading Points Scoring Drivers | 

Top Tan: Drivers 



1 

Alain Prost 798.5 (768.5) 

1 

Alain Prost 

51 


2 

Ayrton Senna 614 (610) 

2 

Ayrton Senna 

41 


3 

Nelson Piquet 485-5 (482.5) 

3 

Nigel Mansell 

30 


4 

Nigel Mansell 469 (467) 

4 

Jackie Stewart 

27 


5 

Niki Lauda 420.5 ■ 

5 

Jim Clark 

25 


6 

Jackie Stewart 360 (359) 


Niki Lauda 

25 


7 

Carlos Reutemann 310 (298) 

7 

Juan Manuel Fangio 

24 


8 

Graham Hill 289 (270) 

8 

Nelson Piquet 

23 


9 

Emerson Fittipaldi 281 

9 

Stirling Moss 

16 


9 

Riccardo Patrese 281 

10 

Jack Brabham 

14 





Emerson Fittipaldi 

14 





Graham Hill 

14 





Most Wins in A Season 


Drivers 

1 Nigel ManselM1992) 

2 Ayrton Senna (1988) 

3 Jim Clark (1963) 

Alain Prost (1984,1988, 
1993) 

Ayrton Senna (1991) 


Pole Positions 

Drivers 


1 Ayrton Senna 

62 

2 Jim Clark 

33 

Alain Prost 

33 

4 Nigel Mansell 

31 

5 Juan Manuel Fangio 

28 


Fastest Race Laps 


Drivers 


Alain Prost 
Nigel Mansell 
Jim Clark 
Niki Lauda 
Nelson Piquet 
Juan Manuel Fangio 




TiHiiigh Prast (right) WM DIM 
of Smm's most DittM' rivsis 
iwliMi he racMi, ha paid 
trttaia to Saooa hr oaiao OM 
afbiapanbaaian 
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to say. Senna have 
earned a very condbriable 
living, but he did it with 
fear. 

As he once said: "To 
survive in Grand Prix 
racing, you need to be 
afraid. Fear is a very 
important feeling to have. 
It helps you stay together. 
It helps you race 
longer...and live longer." 

They say everyone has a 
hero. Well, they better 
make that 'everyone, but 
me.' 1 don't have one 
anymore. When the 
gravediggers in Brazil 
slotted in a headstone that 
reads 'Ayrton Senna da 
Silva, 1960-1994', they 
buried more than just the 
most exciting racing driver 
that lived. 

They buried my hero. • 
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CAfTTOONS ARTHUR CAROOTO 


Q 


READERS' 

uiz 



QUESTIONS I 


I When and where 
• was the first World 
Cup football 
championships played ? 

2 When and where 
• was synthetic turf 
used for the first time in 
Olympic hockey ? 

3 What is the Fosbury 
• flop ? 






ANSWERS 


1. 1930, Uruguay. 

2. 1976, Montreal Olympics. 

3. It is a high jump technique, so called, 
because Dick Fosbury of USA invented the 
style. 

4. Eight legs. 

5. Wilma Rudolph. 

6. David Shepperd. 

7. Skiing and Shooting. 

8. William Jones. 

9. Rohini Kadilkar. 

10. Wrestling. It's a hold. 


Arntwarto 

QiiwGonNo.6 


4 How many legs does 
• a billiard table have ? 

5 She was a premature 
• baby, the 20th of 22 
children: she survived an 
attack of polio, pneumonia 


and scarlet feven started 
running only when she 
was 16 and won three golds 
at the Rome Olympics. 

Who was this American 
athlete ? 

6 The captain of an 
• English cricket team 
in the 50's subsequently 
became a bishop. Who was 
he? 

7 At the Winter 
• Olympics, what two 
sports comprise the 
biathlon ? 

8 Who was the first 
• World Amateur 
Billiards champion from 
India ? 

9 Who was the first 
• Indian women chess 
International Master ? 


1 In which sport do 
X \J • you come across 
the term 'Half Nelson' ? 


THIS QUIZ HAS BEEN COMPLIED BY; 


• • '/*!«>■ ■ 


S. SABARINATHAN, 
C/O, ALL INDIA RADIO, 
INDIRA NAGAR POST, 
GORIMEDU, 
PONDICHERRY. 



All teaden are fedu«st«i to s^ a twwport size 
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Yugoslavia. 'My nationality is 
absolutely Hungarian,' she says, 'but 
people try to make it my war.' 

The violence in the Balkans is a 
constant reminder of the violence that 
has invaded her own life. 'I have had a 
lot of time to think since that day of 
the stabbing, and a lot of time to 
decide what my priorities are,' she 
says. 'And I have decided 1 want to live 
the rest of my life happy with what I 
am doing'. 

'So when I play again...I only want 
to play because I love the game which 
is the reason 1 began to play at the age 
of seven in the first place. 

'One of the most important things I 
have learnt over the last year is that 1 
am the only one who has to deal with 
the reality of what happened. That 
reality is so strange and shocking in so 



Seles spends her days 
I almost exclusively 
behind the high walls 
i of her hacienda in 
1 Sarasota, Florida. She 
I communicates 
i sparingly with the 

I_outside world 

many ways that 1 have never set a 
timetable. The only right time for me 
to play again is when I can see myself 
and think only this, "Gosh, I am 
happy again. This is fun".' 

Will she ever achieve this state of 
bliss? She still seems beset by 
uncertainty, and so it is hard to be 
totally convinced by this final 
assertion: 'I am going to play again. I 
don't just want to be remembered for 
grunting and giggling. I hated being 
known for that. And I don't just want 
to be the one who got stabbed. 1 want 
to be remembered for my game, and I 
want to give something back to the 
game so that players coming back can 
feel safer on the court—or know that 
they have a pension plan. There's still 
a lot 1 want to accomplish.' 

Jon Henderson 




MAILBAG 



CARTOON CORNER 
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Wbjtt is «dam^l^ i^cnwtver* Is 
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Brickbats 

I NDEED, it is paradoxical that 
on the very day Ka{^ Dev vras 
felicitated at Faridabad by the 
Haryana Cricket Association for 
achieving the wwld record the 
decision of drt^ping him for the 
toutnament at Shacjtdi was 


announced by the selectors in 
Bombay. 

It is inmic that less than two 
months after receiving worldwide 
acclaim and accolades, the axe 
fell on Kapil against ail 
leascmable expectations. 
St^AMTAHSMiAS, 

Gakutta. 








Did you kuou' 
that Spain v 
Con'chita 
Martinez is 
ranked No. 3 
on the 
women's 
tour? Probab¬ 
ly not, but 
that's because 
her racket has 
been doincf all 
the talking 
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ranks No. 3 in the world, but she's over¬ 
shadowed even in her homeland. 

She's quiet and modest, yet confident and 
undaunted. 

In short, she lets her racket do the lalkint;. 
Last year, Conchita Martinez decisively 
beat the nearly invincible Steffi Graf, won the 
Italian Open, reached the Wimbledon semis, 
and helped Spain capture the Federation Cup. 

A conversation with Conchita. a pleasant 
21 -year-old senorita, during the Family Circle 
Magazine Cup revealed what's behind her 
reserved exterior. 

When you were only 17, Martina Navrati¬ 
lova said, "Conchita Martinez has got a 
chance to be one of the best. If not the 
best," Do you think you can be No. 1 
some day? 

That's a very good thing to hear from Martina 
who is so great and has so much experience. 
That is really nice. I'm No. 3 now and I'm wor¬ 
king on it.I still can play better and better. Yes, 

1 think lean be No. 1. 

Do you think you can win your first 
Grand Slam title in 1994? 

1 have to play better than the way I'm playing 
right now to win my fiist Grand Slam title. But 
why nof^ The French is difficult because you 
have to play a lot of long matches for two 
weeks. Some people think it's logical for me to 
do well at Paris, but you can see I've had excel¬ 
lent results on grass and 1 beat Graf on Supre¬ 
me Court. So I can win on anything. 

For the past year, Steffi Graf has been 
almost unbeatable. Yet you beat her 6-3, 
6-3 on carpet at the Virginia Slims of Phi- 
ladeiphia in November. Please tell me 
about that final. 

I really played well, nearly a perfect match. I 
hardly made any unforced errors. It was one 
of the best matches of my life, not because 1 
was spectacular but because 1 played such 
solid tennis. 

In your last five Grand Slam tourna¬ 
ments, you fared best at the 1993 Wimble¬ 
don. What did making the semi-finals 
there prove to you? 

It proved that 1 can play well on any surface. 1 


don't really like grass, but 1 dUd really well 
there. 

You're now ranked a career-high No. 3, 
behind only Graf and compatriot Arant¬ 
xa Sanchez Vicario. Do you feel you are 
finally receiving ail the press and TV 
attention you deserve? 

1 am staning to. And I feel every time I play 
well, it will be even better. When you're Nti. 3" 
in the world, you have to be somewhat 
famous. (Laughter) I am already quite famous 
in Spain. So I'm happy with the recognition 
I'm getting. My main goal is not the fame, but 
to play well on the court. 

Is it true that Eric van Harpen, your coach 
for the past six years, is a strict disciplina¬ 
rian who makes you run after every 
match, win or loss? 

No. I train hard enough with my special pro- 

■ 'I,'*. 

■' k lot jeaiote 

womedn'$t«nms>.B«itrtii 
not going to tc^ what 
hamieneid once tomor 
Overalt I'm flue. 1 just want 
to play my best and woiry 
about myself and not weary 
about the other peo^ple 

gram. I have a physical conditioning coach. 
He's a Spanish guy. I can't tell you his name 
because he doesn't want me to. It has to be a 
mystery. 

Some experts believe your terrific fore¬ 
hand is second only to Graf's, and others 
say now it is just as good. What do you 
think? 

Our forehands arc a little different, so it's diffi¬ 
cult to compare them. I know my forehand is 
really good, and it's my weapon. Steffi has a 
powerful forehand, but I can mix it up more. 1 
can play more topsin, more angles, than 1 can 
hit it hard. 

Back in 1990, you said: "You have to learn 
an all-court game. To be No. 1, now 1 start 
to serve and volley and come to the net. 
You have to work on everything." How 
much progress have you made since 
then? 

1 have to work on my serve and volley more, 
because it will really help me. It's always diffi- 
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cult when the volley doesn't come naturally 
the way it does for Martina Navratilova. I can 
serve between 90 and 100 (miles per hour), so 
it's becoming m<»re of a weapon. 1 ju.st have to 
get more first serves in. 

Now Spain boasts two of the three top 
women players In the world. How would 
you describe your on-court rivalry with 
Arantxa Sanchez Vicario and your off- 
court relationship? 

On court, you have a rivalry with everyone, 
not only with Arantxa. Off the court, we're 
friends, wc don't have any problems. Now 
we’re close in the rankings so I want to beat 
her very much. Before we were further apart 
so it wasn't quite as important. Bin I'm a really 
competitive person, and 1 want t<» beat everyo¬ 
ne I play, not just Arantxa. 


Last year Arantxa commented: "I have 
the falseness and jealousy of tennis 
players. They say one thing to your face 
and something else behind your hack." 
Do you agree with Arantxa? 

Yes, a little bit. 

Why do you say that? 

Because it's true! (Laughter) There's a lot of 
jealousy. But I’m nut going to tell what happe¬ 
ned once to me. Overall, I'm fine. I just want 
to play my best and worry about myself and 
not worry about the other people, ^cause 
there are too many problems in life. 

Have you ever regretted leaving school at 
age 14? 

No, no, because it was very important for my 
tennis. 1 left school because 1 went to Switzer¬ 
land to improve ray tennis. I'm still interested 
in learning a lot of things, and I also study a lot 


of languages. Besides Spanish, I know quite a 
lot of German and English and a little bit of 
Italian. 

Everyone is debating about raising the 
minimum age rule (now 13 years, 11 
months) to play on the pro tour in order 
to protect young girls from premature 
burnouL What is your opinion? 

Perhaps it's not good for girls to play at such an 
early age because it's too much pressure. In 
the beginning, girls don't notice that, but after 
one year, if they are really girod, they start feel¬ 
ing the pressure. One case of that of is Jennifer 
Capriati. May be 16 would be the best mini¬ 
mum age. 

Please tell me about your hobbies. 

I love motorcycles. It could be dangerous, but 
if you have bad luck, anything can be danger¬ 
ous in this life. 1 like to have excitement. 1 like 
to go snow skiing although I don't doit often. 1 
also enjoy the cinema and leading. I like 
action hooks such as "The Firm.” And 1 find 
psychology very inleresting It's nice lo know 
how the human mind works and why people 
do what they do. 

What has been the biggest highlight of 
your tennis career? 

Winning Rome (the Italian Open) last year. 
Beating Gaby in the final was my favourite 
moment on a tennis court. It was my import¬ 
ant title. Also, winning Philadelphia because I 
beat Graf and she was No 1 in the world. And 
winning the Federation Cup (in 1991 and 
1993) because it's very different. Playing for 
your country and being with Arantxa is very 
good. 

Are there any misconceptions about you 
as a person that you would like to clear 
up? 

When I was little, the coach told the press that 
I wasn't working, that I wasn't running, that I 
wasn't doing all the right things. But 1 always 
did what he wanted me to do. And I'm doing it 
even better now. So I would not say that I'lp 
lazy. Maybe some people think I'm lazy. But I 
am not at all, because being lazy, you don't get 
any (ranking) points or become No. 3 in the 
world. Maybe because I'm shy and timid, 
people don't think I'm simpatico (congenial) 
or think that I'm not trying hard. But people 
don't see the right things. Inside, I'm a very 
competitive, determined person, ff' 

Interviewed by Paul Fein 
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H ow many times have you wished that 
you had a camera on you when you see 
Tendulkar or Kambli standing just a few feet 
away. Allied Photographies has now launched 
2 models with advanced auto-focus called the 
Lenz. The Lenz 2000, priced at just Rs.2,350, 
has a built-in flash, motor drive for automatic 
wind and rewind facility. The Lenz 1000, 
priced at Rs. 1,540 is again a rugged camera. 

And another reason why you should go in 
for these cameras is because you get a free 
Snapper 35 camera with every Lenz camera. 
Also thrown in are a free Agfacolor colour roll 
and a trendy pouch. So arm yourself with the 
Lenz and capture those 'starry' moments. 




I F you thought that the Indian market has 
had enou^ of ATB's (All Terrain Bikes), 
here are bikes that are i^ing to get you 
thinking again. Hero Cycles has now launched 
what it claims to he the best range of ATB's to 
come to India. Called Tribe Ranger, this line of 
ATB's include four models called the Ranger 
XS, Ranger LE, Ranger PRO and Ranger Hi 
Tech. All four bikes sport state-of-the-art 
features combined with very attractive looks. 

Also introduced recently by Hero Cycles is 
the Hero Kangaroo, India's first BMX stunt 
bike. So now if you are still wondering on how 
to keep yourself fit—just take a stroll to the 
nearest Hero Cycles showroom. 
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Or do they? Here's a 
somewhat premature 
look at who could be 


the best batsman of this 
generation 

B rian LARA's monumental 
and record breaking innings 
of 375 has prompted much 
debate over who is currently the No. 1 
batsman in the world. Since concepts 
like temperament, greatness and 
genius are all subjea to opinion, we 
asked our statistician to give us the 
bare statistics of the new generation of 
batsmen who could be nominated as 
the 'batsmen of the future.' 

The West Indies, and now many 
others around the world, are of the 
opinion that Lara is No. 1 in the world. 
Acting manager Sunil Gavaskar called 
Sachin Tendulkar, 'my no. 1'. Imran 
Khan and the rest of Pakistan gloat 
over the talents of Inzamamul Haq 
and Basil Ali as fares htebs sent to save 
Pakistan cricket. 

The Aussies don't give a XXXX for 
any other batsman other than Mark 
Waugh. And in South Africa Hansie 
Cronje is No. 3 on the popularity lists 
after Nelson Mandela and Jonty 
Rhodes. 

In our analysis, we have also 

attempted to give a projection of how 

many runs each of the young batsmen 

might score if they bat in 250 innings. 

Saclihi and Kambli: laadbif tba Indin 
challmga 






THE NEW GENERATION 
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0 
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Mark Waugh (Aus) 

36 67 

4 

2176 

41.05 

■ 139^“--' 


'' uyy- 

Inzamamui Haq (Pak) 

14 23 

4 ' 

722 

26.00 

135» 



Hansie Cronje (SA) 

13 23 

" 2 

794 

37.80 

135 



All statistics updated to the end of 1993-04 season 
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(Allan Border has bailed in 265). 

A list o( the top six Test batsmen of 
all time is also given to provide some 
idea of (he kind of consistent 
performances the young batsmen will 
have to maintain in order to reach the 
standards set by their illustrious 
predecessors. 

From the Indian point of view, it is 
worth noting that Sachin Tendulkar, 

•v 

even though he is the youngest on the 
list, has played Test cricket longer than 
the rest and played in more innings 
than all except Mark Waugh. Not only 
does Sachin have age on his side, but 
he also has experience and a rather 



I healthy average. 

T Brian Lara obviously looks like the 
^ man who can build a big innings. His 
three centuries (which include iiis 
record breaking triple hundred and 
that big double century against 
Australia) account for hall his 
aggregate of Test runs. 

Kambli of course will find it hard (if 
not impossible) to maintain his 
present average. His average of 80.41 
is so unreal that his projeacd runs in 
250 innings is an unbelievable 20,022. 
In contrast, Lara and Tendulkar's 

Hawia Cnmja; A gran taaton 


YOUNG PLAYERS-A COMPARISON 
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PROJECTIONS (IN TERMS OF 250 INNINGS} 



(Aga.lMNit) 

No. of years 
played 

Hans 

lims 

(NO) 

Ffooaot 

AyfO. 

Profeclad 
mm la 
2S0iBsiiigi 

Vinod Kambli 

22,1992-93 

2 

965 

13(1) 

80.41 

20,022 

Brian Lara 

25,1990-91 

4 

1628 

26(0) 

62.61 

15,652 

Sachin Tendulkar 

21,1989-90 

5 

2023 

45(5) 

50.57 

12,390 

BasitAli 

23,1992-93 

2 

652 

16(1) 

46,57 

11,595 

Mark Waugh 

28,1990-91 

4 

2176 

57(4) 

41.05 

10,099 

Inzamamui Haq 

24,1992 

2 

722 

23(4) 

38.00 

9,348 

Hansie Crrnije 

24,1991-92 

3 

794 

23(2) 

37.80 

9,374 

Note: (NO) > Not out, (in brackets) 
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Lara; Tba msa with ifaa stayiag pawar 

projections seem more 'realistic.' 

It is obvious that Inzamamul Haq 
has not lived up to the tall 
expcaations Imran (and Pakistan) 
had ol him. Mark Waugh at 28, 
doesn't have age on his side and is by 
far the oldest on the list. Incidentally. 
Lara at 25 is second to him as far as age 
goes. 

The bottom line of course is how 
long each of them can last. It's a 
vicious circle really, if you score, you 
last, if you last you have a chance to 
keep pi ling up the runs. 

Kapil Dev and Allan Border have 
shown its all about staying power, "if 
you hang in there, the records are 
bound to come," was Border's 
humble reaction to becoming the 
highest run-getter in Test history. 

Yet, in Border's humility, there was 
plenty of truth. As they say, the lough 
thing is not getting to play Test cricket, 
its the staying in Test cricket that is 
tougher. Sooner or later our young 
geniuses will find that only those 'hard' 
enough will come through, for, when 
the going gets tough, it's the tough 
who get going! ■ 

Statistics by Ravi Kant Snvastava 
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P ERCENT of the time that 
celebrity-athlete Andre 
Agassi says he wishes "I were 
just another guy”; 80. 

H OW HEINZ 

GUNTHARDT, Steffi 
Graf's coach for the past 2 ' 
years, describes Graf's 
forehand, which some 
experts call the best shot in 
women's tennis history; As 
"technically, not a very good 
forehand.” 


R esult of Pete Sampras' 
first junior tournament 
match at age 8; He lost 6-0, 
6-0 and cried afterwards. 


F avourite subject matter 
of John McEnroe who has 
opened an art gallery in New 
York City; "Naked women." 

B jorn BORG'S 
superstitions at 
Wimbledon; He insisted that 
his parents come and see him 
only during even-numbered 
years and that they wear the 
very same clothes they wore 
on the first day. 

S PORT that 1954 

Wimbledon champion 
Jaroslav Drobny said he was 
best at; Ice hockey. 

W HAT PAM SHRIVER 

last year said was Andre 
Agassi's idea of a workout; 
"Tackling a tub of nachos and 
a large slush from the local 
convenience store.” 


TENNIS 














HE two types of letters 


that Gabriela Sabatini says 


she receives most: marriage 
proposals and advice on how 
to fix her serve. 


H OW the electronic 
scoreboard at the 1994 


Australian Open listed Kathy 
Rinaldi Stunkel because of a 
lack of space; Kathy Rinaldi 
Stunk. 













INDEX 



P LAYER who argued with 
an inanimate line-calling 
machine, Cyclops, over a 
service call at Wimbledon in 
1980: Hie Nastase. 


A mount of money Mary 
Pierce's bodyguard 
charges: $ 150 per hour with a 
$2,000 retainer fee. 


N umber of dog owners 
who were fined during 
the 1990 Wimbledon 
Championships for illegally 
leaving their dogs in vehicles 
without adequate air, shade 
and water: 105. 

D escription that the 

New York press gave u> 
sexy, shapely, 1950s standout 
Beverly Baker: "Good 
enough to cat." 

W HAT CHRIS EVERT, 
who retired from the 
pro lour in 1989, earned in 
endorsements in 1993: $6.5 
million. 

H OW much optimum 
sports performance can 
decrease from dehydration 
(loss of body water) in excess 
of five per cent of body 
weight: About 30 percent. 

N umber of the five John 
McEnroe biographies on 
sale during the 1982 
Wimbledon Championships 
that contained in their titles a 
reference to "rage": 3. 

W ORLD leader who 

asked Bjorn Borg if he 
Wanted to hit a few with him: 
Russian president, Boris 
Yeltsin. 

W HAT coach Frank 

Brennan once cruelly 
told 16-year-old Billie Jean 
King: "You'll be good because 
you're ugly, Billie Jean, " 

Compiled by'Paul Fein 
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SILLYPOINT 


PAGLA PAAJI’S 
MAGIC POTION! 


News Item: Chinese coach Ma Junren 
who has trained a squad of world class 
runners has raked in orders worth 
almost $2 million with a potion that 
he says will end physical fatigue 
instantly. Ma said he worked for 24 
years to develop the tonic, which is 
laced with turtle meat and blood. 

W HEN he read the news 
item. Dr. Adarsh 
Supariwalla, Direaor of 
the Sports Lack of Authority in India 
(SLAI) called up Dr. Pagla Paaji, head 
of the research department. 

Pagla Paaji appeared before the 
Director and, scratching his red 
turban, said, "Sir, did you call me?" 

"Yes," said the Director, chewing a 
pan and with the newspaper in from 
of him, "have you read this? I mean, 
China has produced a magic potion. 
We are as ancient a civilisation as 
them. Don't you think we should also 
produce a magic potion? Our athletes 
will then become champion runners 
and we could cut down on our long, 
basically useless, training camps. With 
the money saved, the hard-working 
officials could go for vacations 
abroad." 

The Direaor paused and then spat 
out red pan juice into a bin near his 
desk. Then, in a heaoring voice, he 
said, "Dr. Pagla Paaji, the future of free 
junkets is in your hands and head. If 
you discover something, then I 
guarantee you a month's stay in 
Europe in the hot month of May. So, 
start aacking on the research." 

He went back to his dusty room in 
the research department. So far, since 
he joined SLAI 1 2 years ago, he did not 
have to do any work, least of all, to 
produce anything. But now, all of a 
riudden, there was this unjustifiable 


demand. He wondered whether he 
should go to the Union and lodge a 
protest. However, as he pondered 
over this, he could sense long dormant 
brain cells trying to come awake. 

Dr. Pagla Paaji settled down to 
work. He worked hard into the night. 
He worked several nights like this. The 
months went past in a blur. He tried all 
sorts of permutations and 
combinations, but nothing happened. 
Then, one day, in sheer despair, he sat 
and watched a TV programme on 
Calcutta, that famous city with its 
world-famous slogan; ‘What Calcutta 
thinks today, the rest of India makes 
sure that they don't think at all.' And 
it was then that Pagla Paaji hit upon 
the magic formula. Like most brilliant 
things in life, it was really very simple. 

His magic potion consisted of the 
black fumes from the exhaust pipe of a 
rumbling, yellow, Calcutta Municipal 
Corporation garbage truck, laced with 
the blood of Mama Bannerji. She was 
a former Union Sports Minister and 
one of India's most respeaed lady 
politicians who had always shouted, 

"I am ready to shed my blood for 
Indian sport." 

Pagla Paaji took the magic potion in 
a bottle to the Direaor, Dr. Adarsh 
Supariwalla and said, "Sir, I have 
produced something. Now I need to 
try it on a runner. Could you 
recommend any names?" 

"Try it on our best runner, Bahadur 
Chacha. He recently broke a national 
5000m record," said the Direaor, 
stuffing a dozen suparis into his 
mouth. 

So, in the next national 
championships, Pagla Paaji gave the 
magic potion in a glass to Bahadur 
Chacha. The latter just quaffed his 


drink and within moments, he started 
running. He moved at a steady clip, 
breathing easily, round and round the 
400m track. In the beginning, the 
spectators cheered. But after 80-90 
laps, they fell exhausted by merely 
watching him. Even the Doordarshan 
cameraman, normally habituated to 
things that arc boring felt tired and he 
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went off to sleep... ZZZ{e€), Ze^ 

FinaUy, in exasperation, a track 
official managed to point the way out 
of the stadium to Bahadur Chacha, 
and soon, he started running through 
the streets of Delhi. From there, he 
moved smoothly to Bihar, then to 
West Bengal, on to Bangladesh and 
Burma. Bahadur Chacha felt as strong 
as ever. He poured on the speed and 
just as a plane puts in a huge burst of 
speed, before it lifts off the runway, 
the same thing happened to Bahadur 
Chacha. 

As he ran faster and faster, his arms 
and legs moving in a furious forward 
and backward motion, he suddenly 
began to rise up in the air. Within a 
few minutes, he was ’iO.OOO ft. high 
up in the sky. From there, he headed 


straight for the moon. After 14 hours 
of intense running, through black 
space and twinkling stars, he reached 
the beautifully round moon. 

The people there were stunned. 
They looked at Bahadur Chacha and 
said. "You are the first man after two 
decades to come and visit us. Of 
course, there is no doubt that you are 
the first Asian. You have defied 
gravity. You are a great hero." 

Then, the Lord Of The Moon, His 
Royal Loony Highness, Nil 
Harmstrong, in a well-attended 
ceremony, placed the Order Of The 
Apple Tart, named in honour of Sir 
Issac Newton (what goes up must 
come down) around Bahadur 
Chacha's neck. 


'This is a small jc^ for Bahadur 
Chacha," Harmstrong said, “but it is a 
giant leap for Indian athletics. To defy 
the dark forces of gravity is a great, 
great achievement. We are all 
moonstruck." 

Bahadur Chacha bowed his head in 
humility and said, "I am grateful to 
the great scientist. Dr. Pagla Paaji, 
without whom this achievement 
could not have been possible." 

Later, Bahadur Chacha settled 
down on the moon. He married an 
American actress called Cher, and 
they had a daughter whom he named, 
Chand Ki Tukra. 

Back on Planet Earth, Pagla Paaji 
was in great demand. He appeared on 
TV and on the covers of numerous 
national magazines. 

"This is the end of Sardar jokes," 
lamented a cartoonist, as he easily 
slipped into a nervous breakdown. 
Unemployment now stalked the 
cartoonists' profession. 

Pagla Paaji now hired an agent to 
deal with the customers. Even the 
Americans came offering $ five 
million for his magic potion. 

"With this magic potion," said Mike 
Laver, chief of NASA, "we can send 
people to the moon and the other 
planets, without the need of rockets. It 
will be so much cheaper. Then with 
the money saved, we officials can go 
(or junkets to India." 

Meanwhile, the whole world is 
waiting with bated breath to know 
which magic potion is better; Pagla 
Paaji's or Ma Junren's. The test will 
come in the 2000 Olympics in Sydney. 
Whose blood will be stronger—Mama 
Baimeiji or Papa Turtle's? 

But the astrologers are saying that 
the odds are with Mama. Simply 
because. Papa Tunle's achievement in 
more than a million years on this 
earth has been to defeat the hare once 
in a small road race in Asterix's village. 
On the other hand. Mama Banneiji has 
already won so many political races in 
the past few years. 

So, let's keep our fingers crossed for 
2000 A.D. 

Oh Pagla Paaji, the hopes of our 
nation rest on you, taajfl ■ 

Shevlin Sebastan 
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BUT 





" alcuttans 
always take their 
sport seriously. 
The fact that 
around 50,000 
people came to 
watch a 'masala' 
match—and 
Kapil Dev—is a 
case in point 



■tOW' l ' I . 
i' 




'S ' ' f 







36 



Clockwise from left: 


Calcutta talutas Ki^tll Indian 
crickaf s prasiding daily holds 
aloft a commenwrativa cup that 
was prosanted to him by onothor 
of Calcutta's famous sons, foimor 
Indian crickotor Pankaj Roy. The 
ail-roundar in turn reiterated his 
love for the city and his fans 

• • 

The poster says it all. The sports 
crazed fans in Calcutta certainly 
know howto treat their hero 


Kanit cracks a few jokes, while 
tallow participants Dipak Patel 
and South African Nleyrick 
Pringle respond with laughtar: 
When the 'Boss' speaks, you 
liston...and laugh 










Clockwise from Mt: 



Tm WMMR, Sri LmIum 
ilMaiMu aW AnviWa irsita 

wapact Om Kkaim tra^ while 
Ihe iwMen-ep, SMhe m Chalaa 
ShamwiiaMuelliMka 
thoraagMytiiWIM. Past OM 
aayoae say Ihaltara Laakaas 
arataaafit? 


Haaatiiasaiat Aaaiiaiiaa faet 
bawlar Wg-Manr' indalpes Sri 
Uakaa Araviada O'SHva ia ahoat 
of playfal fialicafii. Hughaa waa 
the dariiw of the ciawd, 
aalaitatniag theai widi hia praaka 


We ra qada aew.Atri a aw h aat 
Patel toaala a chaateaad Heehi 


Patel toaala a chaateaad Haghe 
Ilka a arua trophy allarfailiag 
haa arin a (aiock) vppaicat 


Oipak Patel of New Zaalaad ia 
caa^ with bia paata dowa. 
Ibaidn laigaiy dM to Mafv 
Haghea* axcaaaiaaly axabaraat 
behavioar 


For Sooth Africaa, Dave 
Cellegbao it wax a moaieiit to 
record for posterity. Ha certaioiy 
hadn't wHaessed each a huge 
taaneid for a touraamenl that wax 
played totally in {ari 
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TIME AND TIDE.... 

KUTRALEESWARAN has both on his side. At 12 years of age, he 
is the youngest swimmer to swim the Path Strait. He is now all set . 
to eclipse Mihir Sen as the 'Master Of The Seven Seas' 


BY PARTAB RAMCHAND, MADRAS 


HE Palk Strait. That's 
the dangerous, shark- 
m infested, narrow 
strip in the sea that separates India 
from Sri Lanka. At its narrowest width 
from Talaimanner in Sri Lanka to 
Ohanushkodi in India, the distance is 
some 20 miles (about 32 kilometres). 

Like the English Channel, which at 
its narrowest between Calais and 
Dover is roughly the same distance, 
the Palk Straits has attracted the 
notice of well-known long distance 
swimmers who have made attempts 
to swim acr<»ssit. Swimmers like 
Mihir Sen, who accomplished the feat 
in 1966, and Baidyanath Nath who 
repealed the feat in 1969. A few 
others, including Taranath Shenoy, 
have followed suit. 

So there is nothing unique then 
about crossing the Palk Strait, is 
there? Wrong. It becomes something 
unique when a 12-year-old boy 
accomplishes the feat. 

Meet Kutraleeswaran, a seventh 
standard student of the DAV Higher 
Secondary school in Madras. And 
mark that name. For here is a lad 
marked fur greater things. He has it in 
him to become "The Master of the 
Seven Seas" a sobriquet earned by 
Mihir Sen, the greatest of the long 
distance swimmers. Already 
Kutraleeswaran's sights are on the 
English Channel and the odds are that 
he will cross that sooner rather than 
later. 

The young prodigy is now regarded 
as the finest prospect in long distance 
sea swimming, and yet it was ottly by 


chance that Kutraleeswaran took tt) 
swimming in his eighth year. Before 
that, his main interests were chess and 
cricket. It just happened that he took a 
crash course in swimming, mastered 
all the strokes quickly and then took a 
fancy for long-distance sea 
swimming. Last year, he made 


headlines by swimming 21 kins in the 
sea off the Gateway of India in 
Bombay. Later in the year, he swam 
21 nautical mile's off the sea in Veraval 
in Gujarat. By this time, he was 
obviously warming up for "Operation 
Challenge" as the Palk Straits bid was 
called 

Kutraleeswaran dived inter the sea 
Irom Talaimannai Pier at 1.10 AM on 
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April 12. By the time he came ashore 
at Dhanushkodi, Tamil Nadu at 5.10. 
the same evening, he had been in the 
choppy waters for 16 hours, while 
covering the 32 kms. The Palk Straits 
currents are notoriously strong and, 
about a decade ago, Taranath Shenoy 
drifted from the course so badly that 
he had to struggle to get back on target 

Astonishingly Kutraiccswaran was 
not at all tired at the end ol his 
gruelling endurance feat. The young 
hero came out of the water all smiles 
and he was promptly greeted by 
Education Minister Ponnuswamy and 
a tricolour was thrust in his hands. 
Other well-wishers surrounded him 
and offered their felicitations. Many 
could not even readily accept that the 
lad had pulled off a truly incredible 
feat and a police officer jHrssibly 


summed up the feelings when he 
asked Kutraleeswaran in amazement. 
"How can you be so brave at such a 
young age." 

According to his coach, 
Kutraleeswaran trained for 45 days 
for the big event in varying weather 
conditions including night swimming. 
The practice sessittns included 
non-stop swimming from midnight to 
6 am. But even this strenuous 
schedule did not tire Kutraleeswaran. 
There is something indefatigable 
about the boy's energy, for he never 
seems to get exhausted. "I did not feel 
tired nor did the waters hold any 
threat for me," he told reporters sewn 
after he waded in at Dhanushkodi, "In 
fact 1 never get tired from long 
distance swimming." 

Kutraleeswaran has been fortunate 



in that his school has given him all 
encouragement to further his skills. 

The director of DAV school. Ram 
Kalia, says "The school has exempted 
him from the annual exams and even 
waived his fees. We have also allowed 

him to take as much leave as he wants 
for taking pan in the event and for 
practice". This is a welcome trend, for 
educational institutions sumetimt^s 
can be notoriously hostile. 

Kutraleeswaran has been adopted 
by the Tamil Nadu State Sports 
Development Authority, on the 
recommendation of Chief Minister, 
Jayalalitha. He gets a monthly grant of 
Rs. 1000 for special diet and training 
allowance. His father S. V. Ramesli is 
an advocate but the family member 
who was really thrilled by his feat was 
his grandfather Swaminathan who 
named him. after the deity at 
Courtallam, famous for its waterfalls. 

Easily the youngest to swim the 
Palk Strait, Kutraleeswaran is 
hopeful of getting a mention in the 
Guinness Book of World Records. In 
the meantime spurred on by 
Kutraleeswaran's feat a number of 
boys have taken to sea-swimming in 
the aftermath of his incredible feat. 

And this has resulted in the Tamil 
Nadu Aquatic Association President 
N. Ravi issuing a warning cautioning 
parents not to get overenthusiastic in 
forcing their very young wards into 
undertaking such ventures. Ravi 
spoke out against involving children 
in;‘Gruelling and risky adventures in 
the sea." He said care should be taken 
not to encourage very young children 
into such ventures, for there was 
always the danger that because of the 
parents quest for age and speed 
records or some seemingly unique 
achievement, children could be 
overburdened with hard training 
schedules unsuited to their age and 
strength that could cause physical and 
psychological damage. 

Ravi's warning was timely. For 
overnight as it were there were 
numerous parents who were vidlling 
to let their children undergo risky 
ventures. Th^ parents conveniently 
forgot one very important point. 

I Every child is not aKuualMswaran.S 
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MuMhoma at tha teti Imw «tlM 
AiniitM coma. Umifwol. last vm. 
tba Grand Natioaal was dadar^ aall 
and vaM falkwiriag a falsa start TWs 
irear. fortnnataly, dwre was ao sack 
proUami 


^REAT BfUTAUrs Ntgal Mansalf is 
IJihrawa in the air as ba 
fralicked with twe dsMins at Sas 
Waiid in Surfers Paradise, 
Queensland. Mansell was ia Surfers 
Paradise ta race in the Indy Race 
recently, but failed ta csrnpiats the 
race which was won by Michael 
Andretti wiinse father Marin canw 
third 


t/lfINilMG tha WeHd Rally 
W Champiansbid tabes nniscle. 
Thie balders Tayata Team Eun^a 
have used the bitwast air freight 
muscle'in the wwfd la carry the 
team. Four Tayata Calica Taiha 4WD 
rally cats, almren fully agabi^ and 
pravisinned service var» wl^ leak 
after the cars are all packed tale a 
mighty Antonev Md fr aight ar. Tacked 
into the Antonov's tail mnpartaioat 
will be the team's four seat 
helicoplar which is nsad far 
emat^^ncy service 


M exico's Omicia Caron 
iubrlatesashecrossas the 
finish fine in the MsH in front of 
Buckingham Palace, la win dm ISM 
London Maralhen. 





W ORLD OF TENNIS 



PAtniNG SHOTS 

UST before the Virginia Slims of 
Chicago—which 37-year-old 
Martina Navratilova has won 12 
times, the most singles titles by a 
player in one tournament—she spoke 
her eclectic mind on various tennis 
subjects. 

On the warm fan reaction she's 
received during her farewell pro year: 
"I've been waiting 20 years for this, 
but it's a little strange. For years I felt 
underappreciated, and now 1 feel 
overappreciated." 

On whether she's sure she's ready 
to retire: "I'm quitting because I want 
to, not because I'm suj)pt»sed to. I'm 
quitting on my own terms. I won't be 
embarrassed. Embarrassed—that's a 
big word for top players." 

On changing the minimum age rule 
(now 13 years, 11 months) for playing 
on the women's tour: "Make it 16, if 
you can make it stand up in court. The 
way we have it now, it's not working. 
All the players who were good at 14 
aren't around any more." 

On the new direction the WTA Tour 
needs: "We need a major tournament 
each month, where all the players 
play, and fewer meaningless 
tournaments. Last year, I played Steffi 
Graf once, Gaby Sabatini once, 

Arantxa Sanchez Vicario once. We 
don't play each other enough." 

On how the Monica Seles stabbing 
has affected her: "Obviously, there's 
more security. I look around more 
suspiciously when I sign autographs, 
but you can't live your life in public 
being paranoid." 

On who will take her place as 
tennis' spokeswoman: "No one stands 
out. It seems like it has to be a top 
player. Steffi has the potential to take 
the baton, if she wants to. Of the 
Americans, it could l>e Mary Pierce or 
Lindsay Davenport. They have the 
mtcresi in the game and the brains to 
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go with it." 

On how she wants to be 
remembered as an athlete: "That I 
played tennis the way it ought to be 
played." 


HtODENTAIfiVT 

T he two whiz kids who haven't 
tested their tennis talent 
against junior competition for 
nearly two years showed they're for 
real against two past-their-prime 
standouts. 

Venus Williams, 13, and her sister. 
Serena, 12, topped Wendy Turnbull, 
former world No. 3 in singles and 
holder of nine Grand Slam doubles 
titles, and Wendy Overton, a 













world-class pro in the late 1960s and a sturdy 5'7* athletically reflcxed 
'70s, 7-5 in a doubles exhibition at the volleys back off bullet-like shots. 
Delray Beach (Florida) Tennis Center. “I was very, very impressed," said 
Venus, a pencil-thin 6'0’' and 128 Turnbull, a TV tennis analyst in her 
pounds, ended the minimatch with a native Australia, afterwards. 'They 
104 miles per hour ace, while Serena, played extremely well. I didn't expect 



them to have such a great 
understanding of doubles." 

Venus, who went unbeaten in 62 
junior matches and has also been 
courted by track coaches because of 
her running prowess, won't turn pro 
until she's 16, according to her father 
Richard. 

'Tennis is dead right now," he told 
'Miami Herald's'Andre Christopher. 
"They're trying to get me to bring her 
in. But I think it would be a mistake." 

PEOPLE ARE TALKING 

BORIS BECKER, telling The Mail on 
Sunday that tennis is suffering from 
boring, passionless players: "The 
game is short of characters. 1 don", 
want to talk bad about the leading 
players, I know them and I like them. 
But it’s different from before... we had 
McEnroe, Connors, Lendl and myself. 
We had our different charaaers, we 
had drama, the court was like a stage. 
Now it seems we have a lot of 
machines. Men who push their 
buttons, who just run and play for two 
hours. They don't say anything about 
politics, about life. It's just backhands 
and forehands. They play some great 
tennis, but, in my opinion, what we 
are doing here is more than just 
tennis." 

NICK BOLLETTIERI, telling The Ft. 
Lauderdale Sun-Sentinel why he's 
against raising the minimum age 
(now 13 years, 11 months) on the 
women's pro tour; "You don't see 
anyone increasing the minimum age 
to be an aaor or actress, do you? 
Maybe what they should be doing is 
making sure these kids have a 
complete life with school, soccer, 
swimming and other things instead of 
just raising the ages. What kids are 
breaking down? The only ones we 
hear about are the American kids. 
Because the foreign kids have never 
had all the things the American kids 
have. For the foreign kids, tennis is 
their passport to being somebody. 
How do you take that away from 
them? To say that you can or can't 
'play tennis at a particular age.... only 
God can do that." ■ 

Paul Fem, USA 








year old veteran keeper says. “Age is not a bar. It is 
attitude which matteis. At 38,1 may be fitter and with a 
more positive attitude than somebody ten years 
younger." However, the French coach of Cameroon is 
not convinced yet. In case N' Kono and Milia play, it 
will be their third World Cup, a record for African 
players. Earlier they played in 1982 and 1990. 

Rubbing Salt into The Wound 

F or dashing Italian winger Gianlugi Lentini it is the 
worst of times. Two seasons ago he was transferred 
from Torino to A.C. Milan for a world record fee. A car 
accident last year, has jeopardised his career. Italian 
manager Arrigo Sacchi has not chosen him in the list of 
35 probables for the Woiid Cup. Now another scandal 
has surfaced which could cause further trouble. 

Adriano Galliani, Milan's general manager has 
narrated a tale of bribery which clinched Lentini's 
transfer from Torino to Milan. Galliani told the Judicial 
inquiry into the affairs of former Torino president, 
Gianmauro Borsano about the under the counter two 
million pounds paid into a Swiss bank to help seaire 
the transfer of Lentini. So poor Lentini is making the 
headlines for all the wrong reasons. 









Age No Bar 

I s age a factor in football? This issue has caused a 
raging debate in Cameroon. Public opinion and 
media pressure is in favour of re-introducing striker 
Roger Milia in the national team for the World Cup. 
However.French coach. Henri Michels is not in favour 
of recalling a 42-year old striker who has been out of 
competitive football for two years. Another veteran 
watching this dispute with interest is goalkeeper 
Thomas N' Kono. He is playing second division football 
in Spain for Viliarayenos. N' Kono feels he is in good 
nidc and deserves a place in the national squad. The 38- 


Quick On The Draw 

F or many years it was believed that England's 
midfield dynamo Bryan Robson's goal within 27 
seconds against France on June 16,1982 in a group 
league match, made him the fastest marksman ever in 
the history of the World Cup final rounds. 

Ironically, a British Television company Trans World 
International has now come up with evidence to the 
contrary. Excerpts shown during their programme 
'Futbol Mondial' provide ample proof that this 
honour should go to the Czech, Vaclav Masek. In the 
1962 World Cup, on June 7, Masek put his team ahead 
1 -0 only 15 seconds into the match against Mexico at 
Vina del Mar. In spite of this early goal, the Czechs lost 
1-3 to Mexico. 

If World Cup preliminary rounds are taken into 
account as well, the fastest recorded goal is scored by 
(unbelievably) San Marino. The minnows of footbaO 
scored this quickest goal ever against mighty Ehgland, 
one of the founders of the game. Galiteri of San Marino 
scored this goal within nine seconds of the kick-off at 
Bologna on Nov. 17,1993. In the end, England won 
7-1, but they have the dubious honour of having the 
quideest goal ever in World Cup matches scored against 
them. Alas, poor England! 

A Record Awaits Diego 

'pv BEGO MARADONA may not be in peak condition 
JL/ for the 1994 World Cup, buthe could still set an 
all-time record in USA this summer. If Maradona plays 
for Argentina in their inaugural group D matches vs 





Greece on June 21 and against Nigeria on . , 

Boston, he will achieve an unique distinction. It 
be Maradona's 21 st match in his fourth World Cup. tie 
would thus equal the all-time record of 21 matches 

held jointly by former German 
M skipper Uwe Seeler and 

Poland's rugged defender 
Vladislav Zmuda. If Maradona 
plays against Bulgaria in Dallas 
on June 30, then he will set an 
all time record of 22 matches. 

^ Maradona played five 

matches in Spain in 1982, 
Maradona: raci^ ^ „ seven matches in 1986 in 
a|ipoarancosinthoWoiMCiip , . . 

Mexico and seven matches in 

Italy in 1990. Setting a world record for appearances in 
the World Cup could be a major motivational factor for 
Maradona. 

I^owever, it is doubtful if Maradona can equal the 
feat of Mexican goalkeeper Antonio Carbajal, the only 
man to have played in five World Cups, in 1950, 1954, 
1958,1962 and 1966. Maradona with all his injuries 
and other problems is unlikely to be around for the 
1998 World Cup to be held in France. However, 

Carbajal played in only 11 matches, a total which could 
have been greater with a more successful team. 




Dubious Distinctions 


S AUDI ARABIA, 
Nigeria and Greece 
are the three debutants 
in the 1994 World Cup. 
Their initial major 
ambition will be to win 
or at ledkt dra w a match 
or two as they compete 
for the most coveted 
titlein the world of sport. 

A duluous distinction 
this trio of nations will 
wanttoavt^dis 
participating in the 
World Cup and not 
soHing a sir^e ^oal. So 
far bve nations 
Australia, Canada, 
Bolivia, Zaireand the 
Dutdi East Inditrs have 
pmtidpmedin the 


World Cup and never 
scored a goal. 

Bolivia which has 
qualified for the 1994 
World Cup, has an 
opportunity to redeem 
their tarnished record. 

In two previous World 
Cups in 1930 and 1950, 
Bolivia lost in the'first 
round and did not smre 
a goal. Now coach 
Xavier Aritatgorm and 
star forward Marco 
Btcheveiiey will try to 
at loast get a goal or two, 
if not win in group . 

matches against 
Germany on Jane 17, : 
South Korea on Jtme 14 
and Spain on Jutae 
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What if we ali 
refuse to 
endorse this 
legal 

blackmail? 
What if 500 
players, 5000 
journalists, 
sponsors, 
agents, 

volunteers and 
the referees, 
tell the FBI, and 
unnamed 
World Cup 
'agents', any 
dark secrets in 
our past are not 
their business? 


W ORLD CUP USA '94 is so dose 
we can almost s*mell it. 

"Soccer with a nice popcorn 
taste" is how the German 
goalscorer Jurgen Klinsmann describes the 
new experience. 

Four weeks from now, we will be there. Or 
will we? Paranoia is afoot. The U.S. organizers 
have stirred a hornets' nest, demanding as 
a pre-condition to accreditation the following; 

"1 hereby request/authorisc the Federal 
Bureau of Investigation (FBI), al! state and 
local law enforcement agencies, consistent 
with applicable law{s), to release criminal 
history and criminal investigative records 
pertaining to me to World Cup USA 1994, 
Inc., its officials, and/or agents to establish 
security and accreditation eligibility." 


Thai has gone around the world for 
signature by media, players and officials. 
According to the letter, the requirement is 
made of everyone applying for ac creditation 
to "the World Cup Family," presumably even 
to the leaders of FIFA ilsell. 

Sepp Blatter, the former Swiss Army 
colonel who is FIFA's general secretary, was at 
first "totally shocked at the procedure." But 
his office has backed off telling the Americans 
how to run their affairs. 

Joao Havtiange, the FIFA president, 
happens to be in America right now for a 
meeting of the regional soccer confederation, 
discussing, among other things, his likely 
unopposed candidature lor a sixth term ol 
office, I wonder if Havclangc will sign the 
pledge? 

These are delicate times for Havelange, his 
family and the law. Ricardo Teixeira, 
Havelange's son-in-law is suing Pele, Brazil’s 
lormer playing idol, over allegations of 
corruption at the Brazilian soccer 
federation—^which Teixeira runs. And there 
arc investigations mto the financial aflairs of 
Havelange. 

No doubt soccer's great ruler vzill defend 
himself against those charges as vigorously as 
he states that, at 77, he is strong enough in 
body and mind to run the sport's world 
governing brtdy lor four more years. But this 
man who was courted by the White House ut 
grant America the World Cup might bridle if 
obliged, on pain of exclusion, to sign away 
rights suddenly slipped into the accreditation 
process. 

What if we all refuse to endorse this legal 
blackmail? What if 500 players, 5,000 
journalists, sponsors, agents, volunteers and 


referees, tell the FBI, and unnamed World 
Cup 'agents,' any dark secrets in our past are 
not their business? 

I haven't made calls to 5,000journalists, 
but those who have spoken about the waiver 
stand in line with George Freeman, assistant 
general counsel to The New York Times. 

Freeman shot off a lawyer-to-lawyer 
reposte to Alan I. Rothenberg, chairman of 
World Cup USA 94. 

"We are all aghast at the inappropriateness 
ol your request," wrote Freeman. "It strikes 
us as the grossest invasion of personal privacy 
of the journalists. Certainly to carry on their 
livelihood, members of the media should not 
be required to yield their civil rights." 

Freeman circulated his letter to attorneys of 
major U.S. news organizations. It spelled out 
that Timc'i reporters were not hooligans, and 
had not been subjected to such outrageous 
conditions to cover any previous World Cup, 
any Olympic Games, any World Series, any 
Super Bowl. 

The Boston Globe, USA Today and The 
Associated Press are among those reluaant to 
acquiesce. On the assumption that this is not 
just America's squabble, and anyone can join 
in, 1 add my iwo-cents' worth. 

1 began attending World Cups in 1974, in 
Germany, where there wasjustification for 
vetting everyone coming to the tournament 
because two years previously Palestinian 
terrorists had killed seven Israeli competitors 
at the Munich Olympic Games. 

No right-thinking visitor could object to 
body and baggage searches. But not in 
Germany, not in Argentina (where a World 
Cup was held under military rule), not in 
Mexico, Spain or Italy did the authorities (to 
my knowledge) make a condition of 
accreditation the handing over of supposed 
criminal records. 

That makes five World Cups. 1 have also 
covered three Olympics, an Arab-Israeli war, 
and countless, stories or major events on five 
continents. It takes Americ a, land of the free, 
to presume to invade my privacy as a citizen of 
the world. 

Rothenberg, usually punailious to any 
request, had not replied to the letter Freeman 
faxed and mailed (*n April 11. A World Cup 
pressofficer has implied that "the whole thing 
is under review." Meanwhile, the April 50 
deadline nears for those expcaing to be a part 
of the 25th World Cup. 

Rpthenlterg must realize that Freeman is 
not just playing devil's advocate, and that 


CONTROVE RSY 



Will Mirsdona who has 
baoii convictad on drug 
chargot, got elaarance to 
play in tho World Cup? 






there arc editors, if not reporters, in the 
United States who would not mind if USA 94. 
gave their (>apers good reason to ignore the 
World Cup. 

The whole point of the exercise is to bring 
America into, as Rothenberg calls it, the FIFA 
Family. The two sides can only pr<»fit from 
each other: soccer the most popular pursuit in 
the rest of the world, America home of 
communications, money, instant appeal and, 
at last count, 16 million kids who think soccer 
could be for them. 

No one out here thinks the sport will 
corrupt or harm them, though it just might 
rise to challenge the all-American giants of 
basketball, baseball, football and hockey. We 
are not missionaries, but we think the United 
States and soccer have something to offer one 
another. 

From America we can learn how to present 
a sport started 100 years ago in England. We 
can benefit from the concept of family 


entertainment while pursuing the prizes of 
sport. 

And as long as we don't fall for the Nancy 
and Tonya ethic, we might even enjoy 
wrapping up sport in showbiz. Italy did it with 
Carreras, Domingo and Pavarotti, and those 
three, heavyweights of music and devotees of 
soccer, arc booked to perform in Chicago on 
June 16. 

Next day, accreditation permitting, Liza 
Minnelli gets the show on the road for "the 
greatest World Cup in history." 

Sometime around then I will look for Edgar 
Best, former FBI agent and now head of 
World Cup security. If I get the chance, I shall 
remind him of a promise he made to 
accredited journalists at the U.S. Cup last year. 

"We are not going to overpower this World 
Cup with excessive security," he said. "We 
plan a joyous World Cup." 

ITl sign to that. ■ 






W O R L D S O C C E-W 


IRELAND'S 
BEST LOVED 
ENGUSHMAN 


Soccer manager^ 


JACK 


CHARLTON'S 
popularity grows 
as he struggles to 
rebuild the Irish 
team 


T here is a pub in Dublin called Hill 16. 
li is situated in one of the roughest 
and toughest areas of the city. Fearful 
even of driving their cars in those 
parts, most Dubliners steer well clear. Jack 
Charlton, on the other hand, regards the place 
with great affection and makes a bee-line for it 
whenever he visits the Irish capital. 

The affettion is reciprocated, which makes 
the relationship even more remarkable. For 
Hill 16 is named after a section of the terrac ing 
at the nearby Gaelic games stadium, Croke 
Park. So the idea of an English football 
manager becoming a regular there should be 
little short of preposterous. 

Then again, Charlton is no ordinary 
Englishman. As he has said jocularly of 
himself: "I'm not English, I'ma Gcordie." 
Indeed, he has embraced Irish culture and 
history with uncommon enthusiasm while 
transforming the Republic of Ireland's 
football team into a glowing international 
advertisement for the country. 

Hill 16, a name said by Chariton also to 
commemorate an episode in Ireland's struggle 
for independence from Britain refleas his 
own triumphant achievement. He enjoys 
drinking there not only because he likes the 
people who run and frequent the pub, but 
because it offers him some respite from the 
often overwhelming displays of public 
adulation his appearances in the Republic 
usually prompt. 

"1 walk into places in Ireland," says this 
fiercely unpretentious charaaer with 
considerable disbelief, "and people stand up 
when I come into a room. I also get older 
women coming up to me in the street, 
grabbing my hand and kissing it. I love the 
Irish people, but it does embarrass me. I'm 
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irtlanri's Chris Morris tokos on Romania's Gbeorge 
Hagi in the 1990 World Cup. Charlton's tactics of 
alaying for draws paid off in Italy but it might not taka 
bis loam vary far in Iho US 

only a football manager, after all. 

In Hill 16, on the other hand, yon get left 
alone. Nobody bothers you, nobody wants to 
grab pholograjihs or anything else. On top of 
all that, it's clean and tidy, they serve a lovely 
pint of Guinness and they're very friendly to 
me now after five or six years of going there." 

Even Hill 16, though, may not be able to 
provide any refuge from the gratitude of the 
Irish if Charlton and his team continue 
towards this summer's World Cup finals in 
the United States along the lines of 
improvement established by last month's 
startlingly assured 1 -0 victory over Holland in 
Tilburg. 

There is every reason to believe that result 
was a turning-point in the Republic's recent 
develtipmem under Charlton's inspired and 
inspiring management, before it, certainly, 
this least introspective ()f men, or so it always 
seemed, was deeply worried about his own 
confidence and that of his players. 

"I've lost a liille bit of my enthusiasm for 
America," hetonfessed on the morning of the 
match against the Dutch. The reason, he 
explained, was the unexpected struggle the 
Republic had had to qualify lor the United 
Stales after suffering a rare competitive defeat 
when they lost )-1 to Spain in Dublin last 
October. 

ll was lollowed by a nailbiting 1 - J draw 
with Northein Ireland in Belfast. Only a late 
goal by substitute Alan McLoughlin saved the 
Republic from defeat, and they eventually 
scraped into the finals on goal difference 
because a 10-man Spain succeeded in beating 
Denmark, the Republic's rivals foi the second 
niialifying place in the gioup. 

Honest to a fault, Charlton blamed himself 
for a decline his severely weakened team 
could not arrest convincingly in lass month's 
friendly match against Russia. He traced the 
problem back to the instructions he gave his 
players at half-time in the World Cup 
qualifying match against Lithuati’a last 
September, which the Republic won 2-0. 

"We had five players on yellow cards," he 
said, "and I didn't want any more because 
they wouldn't be available for the match 
against Spain. So I told them at half-time not 
to do this and not to do that. I've never done 
that before. The only don'ts I've ever used are 


positive ones—don't bother the referee, and 
soon. 

"Now I've started on negative don'ts and 
we never got it back. After the defeat by Spain 
we lost a lot of confidence. I've never felt right 
since about going to the United States. I've 
never felt excited about going to the World 
Cup finals." 

Less than 12 hours later, Charlton's mood 
had changed completely. "A win like that will 
give us a bit of confidence," he told the press 
conference that followed the victory over 
Holland. "I'm a happy man". Quite suddenly, 
the Republic looked anything but an ageing 
side going downhill fast. 

The introduction of quick, eager youngsters 
like defenders Phil Babb and Gary Kelly and 
midfielder Jason McAteer, forced on him oy 
the withdrawal of senior players from the 
friendlies against Russia and Holland, has 
given Charlton a range of selection options 
that might have remained hidden until a 
much later date. 

All three have displaced such a high level of 
skill, assurance and commitment that he has 
to give serious consideration now to their 
claims for inclusion. As Charlton said after the 
Republic had beaten Holland with a 
richly-deserved goal from the amazingly 
industrious Tommy Coyne: "Several of the 
senior players will be looking at that and 
wondering whether they'll get back in." 

No doubt most of them will for the 
remaining World Cup warm-up matches 
against Bolivia, Germany and the Czech 
Republic. The game against the reigning 
world champions in Hanover on May 29, in 
particular, should offer a better guide to the 
Republic's prospeas than a friendly match in 
which the commitment of the Dutch 
appeared questionable. 

At least the Irish know they will not be 
taken lightly in Germany. "I think they are 
pleased that, suddenly, their country has 
found a high profile in the world," says 
Charlton. 

"These days Irishmen all over the world 
will tell people they are Irishmen. They gel a 
glow because they know we've [note the 
'we'] got a football team. Years ago the Irish 
wouldn't shout they were Irish when they 
went to places like Germany. Now they will. 
Now the Germans say: Ah, the Irishl Sit down 
and have a beer," And they'll deign to talk 
football with us." ■ 

Colin Malam 


MAY 18: European 

Champions' Cup football 
final, A.C. Milan vs Barce¬ 
lona (Athens); Ladies 
world snooker chps. 

(Delhi); US Open TT 
chps. (New York); World 
team cup, men tennis 
chps. (Dusseldorf); Tho¬ 
mas and Ubcr<up bad¬ 
minton finals (Jakarta). 
MAY 19: Ladies world 
snooker chps. (Delhi ); 
US Open TT chps. (New 
York); England vs New 
Zealand, 1st one-day 
intemationl cricket 
match (Edgbaston); Tho¬ 
mas and Uber Cup bad¬ 
minton finals (Jakarta); 
World team cup lot men, 
tennis chps (Dusseldorf). 
MAY 20: Indies world 
snooker chps. (Delhi); 
US Open TT chps. (New 
York); Thomas and 
Uber Cup badminton 
finals (Jakana); World 
team cup for mem, ten¬ 
nis chps. (Dusseldorf); 
Ireland vs France, pre- 
World Cup football 
match (Dublin). 

MAY 21: l.adies world 
snooker chps. (Delhi), 
Thomas and Uber Cup 
badminton finals 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


(Jakarta); World team 

cup for men, tennis chps, 
(Dusseldorf); Engaind vs 
New Zealand, 2nd one-- 
day international (Lor¬ 
d's); Romania vs Came¬ 
roon, pre-World Cup 
football match (Bucha¬ 
rest); US Open TT clips. 
(New York). 

MAY 22: Thomas and 
Uber Cup badminton 
finals (Jakarta); World 
team cup for men, tennis 
chps. (Dusseldorf); Eng¬ 
land vs Zealand, 2nd 
one-day international 
(Lord’s); US ojtcn TT 
chps. (New York); lAAF 
Grand <>rix athletics 
(New York); Japan vs 
Argentina, Kirin Cu|> 
football tourn. (Hiroshi¬ 
ma); England vs Greece, 
pre-World Cup football 
match (Wembley). 

MAY 2J: French Open 
tennis chps. (Paris), Nor- 
ceca club volleyball clips 
(San Juan, Puerto Rica), 
MAY 24: French Open 
tennis chps. (Paris); Nor- 




ceca club volleyball chps. 
(San Juan). Hampshire 
vs New Zealand, cricket. 
(Southampton); Ireland 
vs Portugal, pre-World 
Cup football match 
(Dublin) 

MAY 25: French Open 
tennis chps. (Pans)' Ham¬ 
pshire vs New Zealand, 
cricket (Southampton); 
Argentina vs France, 
Kinn Cup football tourn. 
(Kobe), Holland vs Scot¬ 
land, pre-World Cup 
football match (Utrecht) 
MAY 26: French Open 
tennis chps. (Paris); Ham¬ 
pshire vs New Zealand, 
cricket (Southampton): 
Denmark vs Sweden. pre- 
World Cup football 
match (Copenhagen). 
MAY 27: French Open 
tennis chps. (Pans), Italy 
vs Finland, pre-World 
Cup football match 
(Parma). 

MAY 28: French Open 
tennis chps. (Paris); lAAF 
Grand Prix athletic meet, 
(San Jose); Essex New 


Zealand, cricket match 
(Chelmsford); Volvo 

PGA golf chps. 

(Wentworth). 

MAY 29: French Open 
tennis chps. (Paris); 
Essex vs New Zealand, 
cricket match (Chelms¬ 
ford); Volvo PGA golf 
chps. (Wentworth); Ger¬ 
many vs Ireland 

(Hanover)' Chile vs Boli¬ 
via (Santiago), USA vs 
Greece (New Haven) pre- 
World Cup football 

matches, Japan vs Fran¬ 
ce, Kirin Cup football 
tourn. (Tokyo). 

MAY JO: French Open 
tennis chps. (Paris), 

Volvo PGA golf chps. 
(Wentworth). Nigerian 
Open table tennis chps. 
(Lagos); Asian match- 
play Squash chps. 

(Delhi). 



MAY Jl: French Open 
tennis chps. (Paris); 
Volvo PGA golf chps. 
(Wentworth); Nigerian 
Open table tennis chps. 
(Lagos); Asian match- 
play Squash chps. 
(Delhi). 






FORTNIGHT 


PRIMB 


FRENCH OKN: Prime Spons is proud to bring you the serond 
event of the 1994 tennis Grand Slam scries with the French 
Open live from Roland Garros in Paris, France. Tune in and 
watch as the top international tennis players battle it nut for 
the famous Musketeers Cup. Every day from 2.30 p.m. 1ST 

23/5 Centre Coun-2 men's singlesfr 2 ladies singles (1 st round) 
24/5 Centre Court-2 men's singles 6- 2 ladies singles (1st rd.) 
25/5 Centre Court-2 men's singles fr 2 ladies singles (2nd rd. | 
26/5 Centre Coun-2 men's singles & 2 ladies singles (2nd rd.) 
27/5 Centre Coun-2 men's singles 6- 2 ladies singles (3rd rd.) 
28/5 Centre Court-2 men's singles &■ 2 ladies singles (3rd rd.) 
29/5 Centre Coun-2 men's singles fr 2 ladies singles (rd. of 16) 

Ft: Prime Sports is proud to bring you another exciting season 
of Formula 1 Racing from around the world. 'This year we will 
bring you all 16 Grand Pnx live and complete. Tune in on 29 
May al 5 pm 1ST for the Spanish Grand Prix from Barcelona 

INOY SBO; Aiitoracing fans are in for a surprise when Prime 
Sptins bnngs you one of ihe most prestigious racing'evcnts in 
the world live, the indianaiHilis 500 from the lamous 
speedway in Indianapolis, Indiana (US)Tune in on 29 May al 9 
pm 1ST 

GRAND PBUt Prime Sports "Grand Pnx Sunday '' show 
continues when the 1994 Motorcycle World Championships 
makes another slop in Sal/burg, Austria Tune in on 22 May at 
3 pm for ihe Austrian Grand Pnx 

BADMINTON: Thomas Cup fr Uber Cup: Tune in on 18 May at 6 
pm 1ST for live coverage of the semi finals and on 20-21 for the 
finals 

SOIXER: Tune in to Pnme Sports for the semi-finals of ihe 
Scottish Cup between Aberdeen v Dundee and Rangers v 
KilmamiKk on 22 May at 10 am for the finals of the Scottish 
Cup 






Wednesday 18: USTA Men's Clay Court Championships, 2nd 
semis al 1.30 pm 

Hiursday 19: USTA Men's Clay Court Championships, final al 
1.30 pm 

soccat 

Wednesday 18; Gilletle World Cup Soccei al 3.30 pm 
Friday 20-^Gilleue World Cup Soccer al 4.30 pm 
Saturday 21: European S<*cccr Show al 4 pm 
Sunday 22; Fiirhol Mondial at 2.30 pm 
Monday 2 3: Gillette World Cup Soccer al 1.30 pm 
Thursday 26: European Soccer Show at 1.30 pm 

mnr. 

Friday 20. Wrestling Sptrtlight at 2 pm 
Saturday 21: Wrestling Mania at 5 pm 
Wednesday 25; Wrestling Spotlight al 1 30 pm 
Friday 27: Wrestling Mania at 1.30pm 
All Timings in 1ST 
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can the WWF be so 
successful in spite of 
admitting that 
their's is not a bonafide 
athletic contest but 
an entertainment 
industry ? 

BY K.O. JACOB 


I N 1991, Vincoiil K. McMahon, the 
44-year-old body building 
owner of the WWF (World 
Wrestling Federation), described 
his brand of wrestling thus; "we were 
not a sport. We were better than a 
sport. Wc were something called 
sportentertainment. We had the 
athleticism of sport and the 
characterisation and charisma of 
entertainment—the best of both 
worlds." And that's precisely what the 
spectacle of WWF is—an 
entertainment industry that rakes in 
$200 million in annual sales of its own 
merchandise plus licences. 

It was Star TTand Prime Spom that 
brought this sport into India in the 
'90s and now WWF's Wrestlemania is 
probably the most watched sport 






programme on Prime Sports. That 
Wrestlemania is as good a success 
story in India as it is in the West is very 
evident from the sales of W WF 
merchandise—T-shins, posters, and 
playing cards in India. 

It was in the '50's that Vincent J. 
McMahon (the present owner's 
father) started promoting wrestling in 
Nonh East America but it was only in 
1963 that the WWF was officially 
established. 1982 saw Vincent K. 
McMahon—«)r Vince as he is 
popularly kntjwn—buy off his father’s 
stuck. Vincent J. died in 1984 but by 
that point his only son had declared 
war on the entire structure of 
American professional wrestling as it 
had been nurtured and loved by 
promoters since the turn of the 
century. "Had my father known what 
1 was going to do, he never would 
have sold his stock to me," says Vince 
K. "In the old days, there were 
wrestling fiefdoms ail over the 
country, each with its own little lord 
in charge. Each little lord respected 
the rights of his neighbouring little 
lord. No takeovers and raids were 
allowed. There were maybe 30 of 
these liny kingdoms in the US and if 1 
hadn't bought out my dad, there 
would still be 30 of them, fragmented 
and struggling. I, of course, had no 
allegiance to those little lords," 
reiterates Vince K. 

McMahon then went on to turn a 
pseudo-sport known for its 
ill-mannered, sometimes violent, 
mostly working-class male crowds 
into entertainment that parents could 
take their children to watch. 
Storylines, with heroes, villains and 
plots with twists became more clearly 
defined to attract more fans. They 
gave to the public what the public 
craved to see. 

The ambitious visionary that 
McMahon was, he realised that the 
best way to capture the market would 
be to reach the public in their drawing 
rooms, via the television. His brilliant 
application of TV in all its 
forms—broadcast, cable and 
pay-per-view—was exemplary and 


Brrt Halt CwraMlv tb* No. 2 tel poMs 
immaMo daogortoHocao’a atatua 

ruthless. To place his shows regularly 
on important local stations in enemy 
territory he used wads of money for 
ammunition, paying stations to air 
WWF events, sometimes as much as $ 
100,000 a year. It was expensive and 
risky, but once McMahon bought his 


way into the liKal tube, the public 
began to respond to the WWF's jazzy 
shows. 

But it wasn't smooth going ail the 
way. A lot of old-timers—both 
wrestlers and people a.ssociated with 
the older style of wrestling in the US 
—cried themselves hoarse over the 
way WWF was presenting wrestling 
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WHO'S 
WHO 


miu H06M~(rr.2»lhi)— 

Propagator of the highly 
contagious disease called 
Hulkamania. The 'true American' 
in the circuit he drives his fans 
crazy after he flexes his 24*’ biceps 
after a victory. Hulk first won the 
WWF title on January 23,1984 
and proceeded to hold the title 
throughout much of the 80's. 
Happens to be the only WWF star 
to make the cover of Sports 
Illustrated. The mewt popular 
wrestler ever and the winner of a 
record five WWF titles, he returns 
the affections of his fans ('little 
Hulksters') by encouraging them 
to "train, say your prayers, take 
your vitamins and believe in 
yourself." Undoubtedly the most 
loved and admired personality on 
the WWF circuit. 

PAPA SHANGO—(S'S", 330 lbs)— 

One of the most mysterious 
individuals to have entered the 

Kamala: SON cairias OmI HvaieMts flMt 
ha caliivaliN HI Nw jiw^as af Ugaaria 


A laariaw Miaa wha waata to 


WWF. A practitioner of voodoo 
and dark sorcery, this superstar has 
concoaed several "spell-binding" 
potions that he uses on his 
opponents. Carries his smoking 
human skull, and wears a sinister 
looking top hat to the ring. The 
tattoo ridden Papa Shango has 
often called upon one of his 
voodex) gods, yix)— Master of the 
Crossroads—lime after time to aid 
him in his quest for superiority in 
the WWF. 

ADAM BOMB— m". 292 lbs)— In 

1980 the nuclear meltdown at 
Three Mile Island caused several 
IcKal residents to claim that some 
organic life grew to abnormal 
proportions. Vegetation, trees and 
even animals grew to ridiculous 
sizes with unusual growth 
patterns. Scientists claimed that 
large amounts of plutonium were 
to blame. Now tipping the scale at a 
rock-solid 292 lbs, Adam Bomb 
developed a volatile disposition as 
a child, while at the same time 
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YOKOZUNA-ISM lbs)—The former 
sumo wrestler whose name 
literally means 'grand champion' 
in sumo vernacular, learn t his 



experiencing incredible increases 
in size and strength without any 
weight training. Adam, who has 
been called a "prcxiuct of the 
nuclear age," says he will cause a 
"nuclear Armageddon" in the 
WWF. 

THE UNDERTAKER-^'I^".329 lbs) 

—This superstar has succeeded in 
^reading devastation in the WWF. 
His daricer-than-night appearance 
and eerie countenance has caused 
even the most seasoned star to 
head back to the locker room. 
Using his effective reverse 
piledriver Hie 'Tombstone" to put 
• his opponent "six feet under," the 
former WWF Chami^on has all the 
necessary tools at his disposal to 
maintain his lofty status among the 
oilier echelons in the WWF. 


trade from the masters of Japan's 
most cherished sport. During his 
term, Yokozuna was sent to Japan 
in hopes that sumo would teach 
him a sense of discipline. During 
his stint in Japan, Yokozuna got 
bigger and meaner than ever, 
pressing the boundaries of 
centuries-old rules and 
vanquishing opponents with an 
aggresrion Japan hadn't seen since 
the violent days of the Samurai. 
The champion 

dumbfounded millions of WWF 
fans when Yokozunaput Hulk 
Hogan's shoulder to the mat 
in a bout. 

KAMAU—(S'T. 390 Iba)—When 
this Ugandan giant returned to the 
World Wrestling Federation, he 
did so vWth a vengeance. Kamala , 
had the benefit of teaming the 
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ways o£ the squared circle from 
Kimchee< his handler, who 
discovered this savage among the 
jungles of deepest, darkest Uganda 
several years ago. Now with 
Reverend Slick as his manager, his 
career has taken a significant 
upward turn. 

TATANKA— (S'lr. 255 lbs)— A man 

who has pledged his WWF ring 
career to millions of his 'braves', 
is a full-blooded Lumbee Indian. A 
resident of Pembroke, North 
Carolina, this undefeated Native 
American has strong tics to the 
land and to his heritage of which 
he is proud to represent. Tatanka 
feels he represents Indians from all 
tribes; and his goal is to bring all 
Native Americans together under a 
new Indian nation. Tatanka says 
that he will be the spokesman lor 
this new Indian nation and vows to 
defend it against those who 
attempt to disregard or disrespect it 
in any way. His current undefeated 
record in the WWF is prt>o[ enough 
that Tatanka is one WWF superstar 
who has been as good as his word. 

BAMBAMBIGELOW—(6'6",360liis) 

—He's huge, and with his big, bald, 
tatooed skull, this guy sure ain't 
pretty. He remains one of the 
ugliest customers to ever enter the 
WWF ring. He has readily admitted 
that he likes to beat the blazes out 
of people and few opponents can 
survive his onslaught as he 
overpowers his opponents with 
sheer power, size and brutality. His 
lethal dropkickii, cartwheels and 
slingshot moves off the rope have 
earned him the reputation of a 
brute—an image he has always 
encouraged. 

OOINK —Not everybody loves a 
clown and in the WWF circuit not 
everybody loves Ooink. WWF fans 
around the world got a good look at 
the man hiding behind the grease 
paint when, after giving WWF 
superstar Crush a false impression 



of friendship, savagely attacked ^ 
great Hawaiian with a fake metal 
arm he had hidden in a sling, 
pretending to be injured. The 
attack was unwarranted, hut h is 
the viciousness of the encounter 
that will remain in the minds of 
WWF fans everywhere. 

MACHO MAN RANDY SAVAGE—<237 

lbt)—r Already an institution in the 
WWF, this two-time WWF 
champion is one of the most 
revered and loved WWF superstars 
by fans throughout the world, 
earning their admiration with 
years oi exciting ring action. One 
when Savage Icjst a "retirement 
match", hundreds of thousands of 
Macho Man fans rallied 
to his side and urged 

WWF lopsiiots to reinstate 
him to the championship. 
Savage rewarded his 
fans by winning the 
Wresiicmania Title in 
a matter of a few 
months. He will no 
doubt go down in the 
annals of wrestling 
history as one of the 
all-time greats 
ever to step into 
a WWF ring. 















The Undartakar Emeri^ from a coffin and 
than procaada to put hi* opponents 'six foot 
under' 

to the audience, McMahon and WWF 
were not to be cowed down though. 
In February 1989 the WWF declared 
publicly that professional wrestling 
was not a true sport. In a statement 


delivered by the WWF to the New 
Jersey Senate as it was about to vote 
on an opinion that would remove 
wrestling from the jurisdiction of the 
state athletic commission (which 
levied a 10% surtax on profits from 
sports TV revenues) the WWF 
demanded that henceforth. 


professional wrestling would be 
defined thus: "An activity in which 
participants struggle hand-in-hand 
primarily for the purpose of providing 
entertainment to spectators rather 
than conducting a bona-fide athletic 
contest." 

WWF had just succeeded in making 




Randy Savnoa: The second most admired 
Mrrestlar in me WWF 



public what had been happening in 
the world of professional wrestling. 
Though it should not have come as a 
shock to the people concerned, the 
reactions varied from demure 
acceptance to outright indignation. 

Art Abrams, a long time photographer 
of wrestling went on record saying, "A 


lot of our people don’t like what Vince 
McMahon has done. They think he's 
destroyed the mystique. Sure these 
guys all admit in private that it's show 
business, but they have remained 
loyal to the credo that you never 
admit it openly. They all feel you lose 
the gladiator glamour when you call it 


entertainment only." 

An old time wrestler who was in the 
circuit for 55 long years was very 
caustic when he heard about WWF's 
claim. He remarked, "McMahon gets 
a 9.5 for hype, music and presentation 
before a match. But after the bell 
rings, his shows don't rate above zero. 
He has raped wrestling." 

These remarks just went on to get 
McMahon more publicity than he had 
bargained for and he was only too 
happy. He pushed himself and his 
team a little harder to achieve what 
they had publicised. They had 
advertised hype and hoopla and that is 
the exact fare they dished our for the 
public. Costumed, mean-looking, foul 
mouthed buffoons got into the ring 
accompanied by deafening rock music 
and 'entertained' the public. And 
alongwith this the spectator profile of 
professional wrestling started 
undergoing a gradual metamorphosis. 

The punch-drunk, abusive workers 
who used to throng the ringside were 
slowly replaced by sober, blue-collar 
workers who wanted to witness a 
'spectacle' to unwind after a hard day. 
Parents no longer had any qualms 
when their children wanted to catch 
the wrestlcmania.' Over the years the 
WWF spectator list has included 
luminaries like Muhammad Ali, Ray 
Charles, Rev. .lesse Jackson, Donald 
Trump and Macauley Caulkin. These 
public figures seen outside a WWF 
ri ng onl y served to heighten 
McMahon's credibility with the 
public. Showbiz had finally made its 
association with the WWF. 

McMahon had immense faith in his 
business and marketing acumen and 
the result of that enterprising attitude 
is today evident in far-flung places like 
Japan, the Middle East and now 
India—the land of akharas, and k usti 
—but which when compared to the 
following of Wrestlcmania only 
had a handful of spectators to watch a 
Dara Singh bout in the good old days. 

The bottom line is, WWF has 
proved that the adage—'image is 
everything,' is indeed fine. • 

ALL PHOTOGRAPHS COURTESY STAR TV NETWORK 
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^randed a deserter by both Kerala and BengalV.P. Sathyan found out 
of the national team. This is his side of the story \ 


BY SUBHASH SARCAR, MARGAO 


J UST the other day one saw 
Sathyan casually get off his 
scooter and walk straight into 
one of the popular markets in 
the Salt Lake area outside Calcutta to 
do some bazaarior his wife, Anita’s 
kitchen. His easy going mannerism 
evidently showed that he was 
seriously thinking of settling down in 
Calcutta, since he was given an 
'assurance' of a job in one of the 
nationalised banks in the city. His club 
Mohun Bagan too was happy with 
him for the yeoman service he 
rendered in the various tournaments. 
And in recognition of this the All India 
Football Federation adjudged him the 
player of the year. A tribute well 
deserved! 

Mohun Bagan seemed relaxed 
since the club officials were 
predictably assured of his and 
Vijayan's services for the ensuing 
season. But there was always that 
trepidation that something may go 
wrong somewhere. And it did. 

Sathyan had been branded a 
'deserter' by his employers Kerala 
Police when he was playing for 
Mohun Bagan (the club notched up a 
hat-trick when it won the 18th 
Federation Cup at the Nehru Stadium 
at Fatorda) because his release t)rder 
never arrived. Suddenly when it came 
to signing for the new season, Sathyan 
found that Kerala Police had got lough 
on him. Unless he got a clearance 
certificate from his previous 
employers he was not eligible for 
another job. "Unless I got a no 
objection certificate from KP no 
government jobs in Bengal would be 
available no matter how much 1 tried 

62 









MARTIAL! 

tat life as an Indian footballer is not smooth-sailing even if you are captain 
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< or how much influence I used", the 
? India stopper-back confessed. This 
f. was the most vitally important faaor 
that led to the sudden disappearance 
of Sathyan from Calcutta. But there 
area few additional reasons for 
quitting the city—and Mohun 
Leaving no explanations 
whatsoever lor Sathyan's 
disappearance the Calcutta football 
fraternity were frantically in search of 
an answer and his whereabouts. They 
tried his home in JVtekkunnu 
(C.annanoredist) hut he wasn't 
available. Everyone impatiently 
waited lor Vqayan's arrival m Calcutta 
to lind out the cause....It was in 
Margdo, Goa when he went to do duly 
for Kerala Police in the Federation 
Cup, that luck was in my favour. 
Sathyan clad in his tracksuit and 
chappals was strolling across the road 
to entei a popular Goan restaurant. 
Under the scorching heat I 
approached him and made an 
appointment immediately. 

Tourist Hostel, room no. 704. The 
moment 1 entered the room to meet 
him. 1 realised that 
I had stayed in the same mom 
the last time 1 went to Margao to cover 
the inaugural (and the last) under-23 
Santosh Trojihy in 1990. On hearing 
this Sathyan smiled. Vijayan wearing 
a pairof bermudasand.a blue T-Shirt 
was making his entry too. The first 
question was obviously why 
Sathyan bad left Calcutta in a huff, 
especially when he was all set to 
help Bengal at the Cuttack Nationals. 

"1 travelled all the way to Orissa 
with the sole intention of representing 
Bengal. But something unforeseen 
seemed to await me. Something 
unexpected. A player of my 
reputation should have been told at 





the outset that my services were not 
required. What was the point of me 
practising with my Bengal colleagues 
if 1 was not to be fielded. Our coach 
Syed Nayeemuddin told me on the 
eve of Bengal's first quarter-final 
match that Dr Kalyan Mukherjee said 
I was unfit to play. This desjute me 
having lU) trouble at all. If this was the 
doctor's verdict then why wasn't 1 told 
earlier instead of going through all this 


tamasha.’ I don't know who is telling 
the truth. The doctor or the coach?" 

It would be pertinent to ask 
whether Sathyan's relations with the 
coach was as cordial as it was made out 
to be even though Sathyan declines to 
admit that he was not played in his 
proper position most of the time. It is a 
fact his midfield play attributed to 
many of Bagan's patchy 
performances. In one crucial Super 


Division League tie last season, the 
Bagan officials wanted Sathyan to be 
played as a stopper, but the coach 
turned a deaf ear, as a result of which 
Bagan had to pay dearly giving East 
Bengal the league title. "There is 
someiliing odd about the coach or 
may be I'm mistaken," Sathyan says 
cautiously. 

Funnily enough, Sathyan cites 
that he was played when he was 
actually injured. "When I sustained 
an injury during the Scissors Cup in 
Madras against Mohd. Sporting, I had 
to lay-oil a month and a hall. I went to 
the Durand when I was not fully fit 
and yet 1 was played In the first outing 
itself I was lorced to leave the ground 
as the injury seemed to nag me. 
Perhaps Nayeem wanted my presence 
in the team and iherelore tang Dr 
Kalyan Mukhetjee who ailvised the 
coach that I could play piovided 
jiroper precautionary measures were 
taken. I was again injured against the 
BSF. However, 1 recovered for the 
second SAL' Games camp and played 
all the matches in Dhaka without any 
luriher iiuideiits. Obviously I was 
surprised that the same Dr Mukhetjee 
and the same coach had 'forced' me 
out ol the Bengal team. 1 am yet to find 
out what sort ol person Nayeem is. 
Where lies the truth? It was very 
humiliating and an insult to an Indian 
captain. It 1 was unfit for Bengal, I 
would have told the coach right away 
It was this humiliation which 'lorced' 
me to leave Calcutta. 

"However, 1 want to make one 
thing clear: I have had a very good 
understanding with Mohun Bagan 
and if there had been any mudslinging 
against me then it's an unfortunate 
matter. 1 really felt sorry for Bagan 
that this sudden change in events 
occurred but it was for no fault of 
mine. It all happened because of 
Nayeem's decision not to play me at 
Cuttack. 

"This was a terrible shock. 

Although I was injured I recovered 
before the national camp for the SAF 
Games and the Super Soccer as well as 
against Denmark's SKF Lynn. To top it 
all, 1 was appointed captain for both 

Prawilv sporting tho Mohun Bagan jaisay 
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Sathyan (third Irom laft) joins tha SAF Gamas 
caroii at Calcutta aitar a month and a half 
lay-^ due to injury 

tho SAF leain and the Supfi Soccer 
Then, to be deprived Ironi jtlaying for 
Bengal was somewhat a disgrace. It 
was unbearable. I had to leave 
Calcutta.'' 

Moreover, JJalhyan's wile Anita is 
exptecting and had to be escorted back 
to her parent s hcutse. Yet he was 
gracious enough to take some 
initiative to help Bagan in the 
inter-state transfers. That was how 
Bagan bagged .lo Paul Ancheri, ifie 
rising star of Kerala football. '"Phe 
Kerala Police manager Mr Vi jayan 
told me that all my problems will be 
solved if 1 rejoined the police team," 
says Sathyan. "Honestly, I had no 
intention of leaving Bagan. But I was a 
'deserter' and I had to recognise that 
perhaps my future would be 
doomed. I had only two days left to 
decide on the inter-state transfer. It 
had to be a case of now or never. And 
the only saviour was Chief Minister 
Karunakaran who told me to rejoin 
Kerala Police with a Circle Inspector's 


designation. The CM spoke to the DGP 
that Sathyan has come, let hm 
rejoin'." Sathyan is almost apologetic 
about deserting Calcutta football and 

"However, I want to 
make one thing clear: I 
have had a very good 
understanding with 
Mohun Bagan and if 
there had been any 
mudslinging against me 
then ifs an unfortunate 
matter. I really felt sorry 
for Bagan that this 
sudden change in 
events occui^ but it 
was for no fault of 
mine...." 



is desperate to clear his side of the 
story. 

"My promotion as Deputy 
Superintendent of Police is overdue 
and perhaps after the departmental 
inquiries clear me of the deserter lag I 
may be given the post. Rejoining 
Kerala Polic e was solely for job 
security, but that doesn't mean I'd 
decline to play club football. I am 
always ready to play for Bagan if ever 
permitted. 

"Besides another reason was the 
pressure put by my parents, especially 
my father who fell that 1 was 'insulted' 
and literally thrown out'. During 
discussions with my father in 
the drawing room, my wile Anita sat 
in one corner morosely. Because she 
had planned lo make Calcutta her 
second home where she saw how 
much the.fans loved me, respected 
me. It was difficult for me to convince 
her. I told her about my plight and 
predicament.My parent’s main 
demand is that I stay in Cannanore. 
Perhaps 1 was jiving in a world of 
fantasy whenever I thought that 'we' 
should settle down in Calcutta." ■ 
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P ARLEZ VOUS PRANCAIS? 
Most of us don't. Speak 
French, that is. But that 
doesn't stop us from arriving 
at De Gaulle airport in hordes. 

Rohit Brljuath, who used to hog the 
tennis pages in this magazine, is no 
exception. His command of French 
rivals his self-control when seated in 
front of a beer bottle. 

Yet, this man reported three French 
Opens for Sportsworld. Packing his 
colleagues' clothes—yes, he believes 
in bt)rrowed feathers—and a few 
words of pidgin French, our intrepid 
tennis explorer would venture forth 
every May. 

And once he was comfortable in his 
pensions (hey, even Fknow some 
French), the man would seek 
sustenance. Only, his French 
vocabulary didn't include the 
equivalent for 'one'. No problem. He 
knew what to say for 'two'. And so, 
everything that Rohit bought, he 
bought doux. 

Doux croissants. Doux salad. Doux 
beer. Even Doux French Open 


tee-shirts, though the extra one didn't 
adorn any ol us. Wasn't our size, he 
told us. 

Since he didn't ever go into details 
about his forays into that pan of Paris 
that is tinged the colour that drives 
bulls crazy, I can't vouch for how he 
handled that situation. 

But the guy survived. Every year, 
he would manfully drag his butt onto 
a 747, swill complimentary booze all 
the way to Paris and soak in a 
fortnight's worth of top-flight tennis 
and French W....wine. Then he would 
cross the channel for some 
strawberries and cream. 

Tough job. But somebody had to do it. 

Language barriers are something 
journalists all over the world have to 
surmount. Shevlin Sebastian (who 
sometimes allows others the use of 
this page) and yours truly, got a taste 
of it in Beijing. 

There to report the Asian Games in 
1990, we soon tired of the media 
centre's cafeteria fare. The menu had 
seven items. All comprised a bun with 
a piece of meat in the middle. The only 



variation was the gamishings that 
went with it. 

So we explored. Only to discover 
that the locals (working in the media 
centre as volunteers) were going 
round the corner. No, no, they had 
toilets. It's just that this Chinese lady 
had parked her food wagon at the 
back. And whatever Mrs Lee (that's . 
my guess) served, Sebastian and Paul 
devoured. 

It was a routine almost every 
journalist in Beijing adhered to. Go to 
her window, point out your daily , 
bread and hold out your wallet. Mrs 
Lee (who cares, anyway) spoke no 
English. We spoke no Chinese 
(kungfu and chop suey didn't ring a 
bell with her), so the only way out was 
to let her decide how much our lunch 
cost. 

There was one thing 1 could never 
figure out though. Shevlin ate the 
same thing as me...and she picked less 
money out of his wallet than mine. 1 
tried everything. Pointed to our food 
packets, begged, grovelled, even wore 
a tie. All to no avail. Mrs Lee still took 
more of my money. Aha, now I gel it: 
must've been my aftershave! 

This language sword cuts both 
ways, you know. Many foreign sports 
journalists who have come to India 
have suffered the same fate. One 
Englishman, here to follow the 
fortunes of his country's cricket team, 
almost kissed me in gratitude when I 
translated his request to the fax 
operator at a venue. Oh, the fax-man 
spoke English all right. Problem was: 
the Englishman didn't. He was 
drawling a strain of the Queen's 
language that was fatally infected 
with Cockney. 

Crisis averted, he invited me to his 
hotel for dinner and drinks... I think. 
But I passed. Didn't want to spend my 
entire evening drinking the 
margaritas served to him when he 
ordered screwdrivers. 

So when you switch on your 
television to watch this months 
French Open and hear egalite, spare a 
thought lor brave explorers like Rohit 
Brijnath who boldly go where no 
man understands himi ■ 

Pradeep Paul 
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foweir pac^ dnto)$e new Castroi JETTX (Japanese Engine 
fwivKi^ogy TVMo-etroke Pii lor JCcetter^ perfonnance) for instsmt Me offs, 
fomiulated fw todayfs cwnpact, high speed, high performance, 
Japemese engine motorq^cies and scooters. 
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Wjllf A syntt»tte t>a» for dean, smokeiess burn. No 
^ Therafr^, more pchirer . 

CA8t1KH;Ugg iFor better iubfidty even under gruelling 
^ditlons. 

I Tl«fH.E AOOmyE .3YSTPI.‘ Reduces friction, wear & tear. 
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^p^ces engine dei^ipe^. Ensures superior engine protection, 
life artd mbpth, troubto-free performance. 
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WORLD CUP 
COUNTDOWN 
SPECIAL- 
PARTI 




T he World Cup of football is the 
biggest and most watched 
sporting spectacle which takes 
the world by storm once every four 
years. This year between June 17 and July 
17,32.1 billion viewers will follow the 
fortunes of 24 teams in the USA to find out 
who will be the world champions of the 
world's most popular sport. This issue is the 
first in our two-part countdown to USA '94. 
We not only look back at previous World 
Cups, but also make predictions about the 
teams, the players and other aspects of 
USA '94. The two special issues (our issue 
dated June 15 will be Part 11 of our 
countdown) will combine to provide an 
ideal backdrop to this year's tournament 
So arm yourself with these two specials 
and then sit back and see the fun. 



This issue includes compilations by Subhash Sarcar, Novy Kapadia. Robin 
Chatterjee, Shevlin Sebastian, K.O Jacob, ParnabMukheriee and Andy O'Brien 
Cover Transparencies and all World Cup photographs by 
COLORSPORT/OLYMPIA 

Poster designed by Pradeep Kumar Ghosh 


Editor Mansur Ali Khan Pataudi 
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Protect your car engine 
from heat-stroke! 
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The heat inside can be killing for an engin^(^b,beat the heat, just water won't do. Your car 
needs Servo Kool. The triple-action coolant thilt meets the highest Japanese standard — 
JIS K2234 requirements. ► Servo Kool keeps die engine cool even under severe stress and in 
extreme temperatures. *« Servo Kool acts as an anti-freeze in cold climes. ► Servo Kool 
prevents corrosion from chemical deposits and rust. Improves life and efficiency of the 
engine, radiator and water pump. 

Servo Kool. From Indianoil's R & D Centre. A refreshing way to keep your engine cool! 


TRlPLE-ACnON COOIANTT^^^ 

Indianoil's RSD Canire creates inlemalional standard products tailored to Indian conditions. 
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AND THE ODDS ARE 

We asked betting giants Ladbrokes of London to send us their betting 
odds for the Worid Cup. This is their list. Apart from the gambling part 
the list is also an indication of how teams are expected to perform in 

the USA 



TO WIN EACH GROUP 



GinOUPA 


GROUPS 


GROUP C 


GROUP 0 


GROUP E 


GROUPF 

R/l 1 

(Ol.OMHlA 

I/i 

HRAyil. 

4/9 

GERMANY 

•1 9 

ARGENTINA 

4/4 

ITAl.V 

2/5 

HOI LAND 

4 

SWlTZtiKI AND 

6/1 

RUSSIA 


SPAIN 

5/1 

NIGERIA 

11/2 

NORWAY 

■i/? 

13EI (HUM 

'J/2 

ROMANIA 

6/1 

SWEDEN 

7/1 

BOt.lVIA 

6/1 

BULGARIA 

11/2 

EIRE 

12/t 

MOROCC 0 

6/1 

USA 

12/1 

CAMEROON 

25/1 

SOUTH KOREA 

7/1 

GREECE 

8/1 

MEXICO 

l^l\ 

SAUDI ARABIA 



NOTE: The firsi nuinbei dt-noies your money (if you win) and the second number (after the stroke) denotes 
your bet. So 7 /2=(or every Rs. 2 you bet you will win Rs 7; Evcns=F.vcn money means, if you bet 
Rs. lOyou will win Rs. 10; 10/l=for every one rupee you bet, you will win Rs 10. 
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Never in World 
Cup history has 
the host nation 
failed to make it 
past the first 
round. Not 
having to qualify 
as hosts, they 
will struggle to 
keep this record 
intact 







H osts USA's experienced coach 
Bora Milutinovic has managed a 
neat balancing act In selecting the 
squad for the forthcoming World 
Cup I ike Carlos Parreira of Brazil, the wily 
Milutinovic had two national teams, one 
made up of home-based players who had 
trained at Mission Viejo in southern 
California and the other comprising Burope 
based prolessionals Brazil s squad foi the 
World Cup includes _ 


11 foreign based and 
11 home based 
players However 
practical itality has 
made Milutinovic rely 
more on the foreign 
legion Milutinovic 
has coped with the 
awkward rivalry 
between two groups 
of players by selecting 
several promising 
players who trained at 
Mission Viejo and by 
omitting some of the 


foreign based professionals 
Home based pla>c rs in the squad me hide 
the talented 20 yen old midfielder e landio 
Reyna wingtiCohi lones Joe MaxMooie a 
skilful midfielder with a goal scoring insiinel 
the hard working Mike Sorbei and veteran 
defenders Mauel Balboa Paul t aligiiin 
Fernando (Idvijoand Ale XI Lalas The biggest 
surprise is the omission of goalkeeper Kasey 
Keller a icgular starter lor Millwall m 

the English first 


SQUAD 


GoaHcMpart TonyMeola Juetgen Summer 
Brad Fnedel 

DofamlBra Marreio Balbm Brian Bliss Paul 
Cahgiuii Fc rnando Clavijo Thomas Dooley Cle 
Kooiman Alcxi Lalas Mike Lapper 
MidfiaUm. Mike Borns John Harkes Chris 
Henderson, Cobi tones DominicKinnear Hugo 
Perez Tab Ramos elaudio Reyna MikeSorber 
Foiwaidt. Frank Klopas Joc-Max Moore Frnic 
Stewart RoyWcgerle EncWynalda 
Managar Bora Milutinovic 
Born Sept 7th 1944 
Appoint^ Oct 9) 



division Here again 
Milutmovie has opted 
feir2S yeai old Tony 
Meola of Italian 
descent who hails 
from New Jersey and 
played all three games 
for USA in the 1990 
World Cup Meola 
already has 80 caps 
and as goalkee*pers 
usually have a long 
career could well 
become the first man 
to play 150 











internationals. Brent Goulet and Peter 
Woodring who play for German clubs in the 
Bundesliga are some of the others omitted 
from the 'foreign legion'. 

Miluiinovic has achieved temporary peace 
by blending players from both groups into his 
national squad. Howevcr.it is to be seen how 
the players combine during the pressures of 
the World Cup and the level ol performance 
that they put up at the highest level. The 
problem may become more acute as 
Milutinovic may have to rely excessively on 
three naturalised Americans, Roy Wegerle 
(born in South Africa), Ernie Stewart (born in 
Holland) and Thomas Dooley of German 
descent. 

Milutinovic's first hurdle is to ensure that 
the USA progress beyond the first round 
league phase. For throughout the 64-year-old 
history of the World Cup, the hosts have 
always gone through to the second round. 
USA's task ol qualifying from Group A is 
formidable. Their opponents, Colombia, 
Switrerland and Romania are seasoned teams 
and hence USA need at least one win to 
progress to ihe next round. Their best chance 
of a win is againsi Switzeiland on .lune 18 ai 
the Pontiac Silverdome, Detroit. The reason 
being the uneasiness the Swiss would 
eneounlci playing indoors. Their next match 
is with (.oliimbia, favoured to top group A. on 
•tune 22 at I.os Angeles, in a late night kic k off 
and their last tie is againsi Romania also at Los 
Angeles on June 26. USA could progress as 
the third team in the group and, in tliat case 
they would meet holders Germanv in the 
second round on July 2 at Chicago. 

Tactical formation is another dilemma for 
Milutinovic. He had earlier opted for a flat 
hack-four, using the off-side trap. The ploy 
has misfiled several times. So he may use a 
sweeper back in the World Cuj), with Thomas 
Dooley slotted for that role. Like many of the 
top European tcartis, the USA will also use just 
one forward, the indefatigable Ernie Stewart 
who plays for Willem II in the Dutch first 
division and has a tight turn and good speed. 

So USA could use the 1 -4-4-1 formation in 
the World Cup this summer. Since 1991, the 
US national team has played 80 games with a 
record of 26 wins, 29 defeats and 25 draws. In 
four previous World Cup final appearances in 



Roy Wagsrle coald have 
ptayeil for Englaml. 
Goraiany or South Africa 
but chose bis wife s home, 
tfwUS 


19 to, '14. 1950 and 1990, the USA have 
played 10, won tlirec and lost seven matches. 
They have scored 14 goals and conceded 29. 
Their biggest win is 3-0 versus Belgium and 
Paraguay in 1930 and their largest defeat was 
I -7 against Italy in 1934. As hosts they will 
have to improve this record to save face. ^ 


Players to Watch: 


Roy Wegerle: aged 30 years: Born in South 
Africa, he has played in England since 1986 
for Chelsea, Luton Town, QPR, Blackburn 
Rovers and Coventry City. He opted for USA 
instead of England, as he was keen to play in 
the World Cup. His creativity, flair and 
intricate dribbling could make him the key 
player for USA in the World Cup. 


Hugo Perez: aged 30 years: He is from El 
Salvador but his family migrated to US A 
when he was a 11 -year-old. He has played as a 
professional in France and Saudi Arabia. 
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Dependent on 
direct attacking 
and the astute 
tactics of their 
coach, they will 
compete with 
the hosts for the 
wooden spoon 
in this group. 


R oy HODGSON will be the 

Englishman who would play an 
active role in World Cup USA 94. 
Though he is barely known in 
"England, this 46-year-old gentleman 
happens to be the highly respeaed national 
coach of Switzerland. 

Hodgson, who 
earned fame as a 

coach in Sweden and Stephan I 

Switzerland, took Martin Brunner, Stefa 

over the Swiss Daleiiderr AndyEqli,/ 

national team in Herr, Marc Hottiger, V 

January 1992, During Rueda, Jucra Stuer, Pa 

his tenure, the Swiss Veda MMfialdan; Thon 

have become a Bredy, ChristopheBor 

mentally stronger, Christopher Ohrcl, Cir 

and better organised Pairkjc Sylvestre, Mur 

team who play with a 5*“*' ^‘^Ph^^Chapt 

stable de once. In Hodgson 

their qualifying Bon,, 9 ,h. 194 

campaign they Appointed:'92. 

suffered only _ 


Goalkespen: Stephan Lehmann, Marco Pasrolo, 
Martin Brunner, Stefan Huber. 

Oafawlen: Andy Eqli, Alain Geider, Dominique 
Herr, Marc Hottiger, Vvan Quentin, Martin 
Rueda, Jucra Stuer, Pascal Thueicr, Ramon 
Veda HMflahtan: Thoman Bickel, Georges 
Bredy, Christophe Bonvin, Sebastien Fournier, 
Christopher Ohrel, Cirlaco Slorza, Alain Sutter, 
Patrkjc Sylvestre, Murat Yakin. ForwatdsrNcstor 
Subit, StephaneChapuisat. Adrian Knup, 
Thomas Hyss. Marco Grassi. 

■taMgan Roy Hodgson. 

Born: August 9th. 1947. 

Appointed: '92. 


one defeat in 16 matches, scored 2 T 
goals and conceded just 
six. In a group which included Italy, Portugal 
and Scotland, the lowly rated Swiss became 
the first qualifiers. 

In their six previous World Cup final 

round appearances, in 
fnjllllllll^^ 1934,'38,'50,'54,'62 

and '66, the Swiss 

^ann, Marco Pasrolo, have played 18 games, 
Huber. won five, drawn two, 

lin Geider, Dominique and lost 11; they have 
n Quentin, Martin scored 28 goals and 

al Thueicr, Ramon conceded 44. Their 

n Bickel, Georges best performance was 

m, Sebastien Fournier, reaching the 

^Sior ^,Alaln Sutter, quarter-finals as hosts 

Yakin. ForwantsrNcstor ■ 

at. Adrian Knup, >n 1954 and the.r 

S 5 i biggest win was in the 

sameyear, a4-l win 
over Italy. Hodgson is 
confident that 

--- Switzerland, which has 















qualifled for the World Cup final rounds afu*r 
28 yean, will prove themselves at the highest 
level. The Swiss are the bcK)kmakers' 
favourites to finish second in Group A, At 
present, they are ranked fourth in the latest 
Cota Cola FIFA ranking list. The initial 
opposition, venues and climatic conditions 
all favour the Swiss. They kick off against USA 
on June 18, in the indoor stadium at Detroit. 
Four days later, they play European rivals 
Romania at the same venue. Their last match 
is with Columbia on June 26 at San Francisco. 
The afternoon heat may n<»t suit llie Swiss, 
and this could leave them second in their 
group. 

Switzerland will line up m a 1 -3-4-2 system 
with a Hberaax the back, four men in midfield 
and two strikers. Veteran, Alan Gieger who 
has won over 90 caps, is due to play as the 
liheto. The delence is compact, resolute and 
well oiganised and do not concede giials 
under (iressure. The midfield orchestrator is 
36-y(“ar-old Georges Bregy, lethal with free 
kicks and penalty kicks, lie combines well 
with Alain Sutler and Cinaco Cfor/a ol Italian 
origin who both play in the Bundesliga Up 
front, Slephane Cha|>uisat and Adrian Kmip 
are a formidable attacking pair. Chapuisat's 
speed, balance and his knack of stoiing vital 
goals loiild make him one of the leading 
forwards ol this World Cup. Kiuip has scoied 
21 goals in 31 interiiaiionalsand is a lethal 
striker with VFB Sluitgari of Germany. 

Tactically shiewd, Hodgson is a subtle and 
quiet rnoiivatoi. He has eradicated the 
inferiority romplex which for many years 
blighted the Swiss national looiball leam. He 
has alsosuccesslully curbed the regional 
conflitis and loyalties that existed in the 
national team. He believes in a settled squad 
which has increased the loyalty and 
rnniivaiion of his players. The experienced 
and balanced Swiss could then leave a mark in 
the 1994 World Cup tournament. • 


Players to watch: 


Alain Sutter; aged 26 years. He plays for 
Nuremberg in the Bundesliga. A complete 
midfielder, strong tackier, accurate passer and 
a good dribbler. 

Adrian Knup: aged 25 years. A lethal striker, 
good in the air, effective with both feet. His 



Striker Adrian Knii|i is a 
lethal waapoR in the Swiss 
simoury 


remarkable strike rate, has made him a 
reputed striker in Eurojie. 

Alan Giager: aged 33 years. An experienced 
and versatile player who can function as 
midfielder, defender and libero. He reads the 
game well, intercepts effectively and is a 
strong tackier. Can also set up moves with 
'accurate passes. 
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COLOMBIA 



Even Pele 
considers them 
the dark horses 
of the 

tournament. 
Capable enough 
to reach the semi 
finals, they will 


M ' ANY experts rate Cohttiibia as 
the new Bra/ii and they are 
considered as the dark hotses 
.Jor World Cup USA '‘^■1. Their 
playitig style has received rave notices from 
experts. National coach Francisco Maiuratia 
has made Colombia play in a flexible 4-4-2 
formation. It is Iheii aitat king brilliance. 
Midden change ol pace and sheei 
unjtri'dictability whicii has made them the 
team to watch lor in the USA. 


displayed by Colombia was a treat 

However, they are not a tactically attractive 
team. They use a Hat back four, and the two 
wing backs are encouraged to move upheld in 
attacking forays. The two delensive 
midfielders augment the defence. The two 
attacking midfielders are given a free rein to 
roam and stippoit the two front runners. 
Overall it is their playing style which is 
attractive. They use short passes to build 
attacks and emitloy pressing tactics when 


have to 

discipline their 
exotic talents to 
go all the way 


In the World Cup 
qualifiers, Colombia 
were quite 
scintillating. They 
achieved the most 
talked about result of 
the qualifiers when 
they beat two time 
champions Argentina 
5-0 in an away tie at 
Buenos Aires. In this 
era ol negativity in 
international football 
such sustained 
attacking brilliance as 




SoalkMpwi: Oscar Cordoba, Jose Maria Pazo. 
Mandais; Nestor Ortiz, Wilson Perez, Luis 
Herrera, Andres Escobar, Alexis Mendoza, Luis 
Carlos Perea, Oiego Osorio. 

MkffieMare: Gabriel Gomez, Leonef Alvarez, 
Mauricio Serna, Pedro Alvarez, Harold Lozano, 
Carlos Valderrama Foiwonir. Antony De Avila, 
Ivan Valenciano, Miguel Asprilla, Rincon 
Mmagw; Francisco Maturana. 

Born: Feb 15th, 1949. 

Appointed: January, '93. 




the opposition has 
the ball. 

The hub in midfield 
is the wily frizzy 
haired Carlos 
Valderrama and his 
astute distribution of 
the ball is vital for 
Col .rmbia. Thus for 
Colombia to succeed, 
the fitness of 
Valderrama is crucial. 
Hence coach 
Maturana is worried 
that Valderrama 
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who is recovering from a knee injury 

sustained in a friendly 

match against Sweden may not be fully fit 

during the World Cup. He will have to 

re-think taaical options if such a disaster 

occurs. 

The two Colombian front runners arc the 
most exciting forwards in international soccer 
at present. They are the explosive Faustino 
Asprilla and Ivan Valenciano. Goalkeeper 
Oscar Cordoba is more conservative than the 
previous incumbent, the eccentric Higuita. 

Overall this is Colombia's third entry to the 
World Cup finals. They have played seven, 
won one, drawn two and lost four matches. 
Colombia has scored nine and conceded 
fifteen goals. Their best win is 2-0 versus the 
UAE in 1990 and their worst defeat, 0-5 
against Yugoslavia in 1962. 

Colombia kick off against Romania on July 
18 at Los Angeles. They next play USA at the 
same venue on July 22 and Switzerland on 
July 22, at San Francisco. They arc playing all 
their matches on the West Coast and so will 
not have much jet lag or changing of time 
zones. Colombia is favoured to top Group A 
and reach the second round where the third 
placed team from group C. could be Bolivia. 

1' Colombia win, then they could 
play either Belgium or Sweden or Russia in 
the quarter finals. So if Colombia keep their 
temperament and do not panic, they could 
reach the semi-finals for the first time ever. • 


Players to watch; 


AdoHo Valencia: Signed by Bayern Munich 
after impressing the German club's spies at the 
'9 J South America Championships (the Copa 
America). Colombia relics heavily on him as 
he is a vital part of the attacking trio of 
Asprilla, Freddy Rincon and himself. 

Freddy Rincon: Aged 27 years, attacking 
midfielder. Noted for ball skills on the flanks. 
Plays for Palmeiras in Brazil. A ihrustful 
player with a knack for scoring goals. 

Victor Aristizabal: aged 22 years. An 
attacking midfielder with 11 caps and 2 goals, 
he is another player heavily banked on by the 
team to provide able support to the forward 
line up. 

FraMy Rincon tunn b|i wHh Asprilla and 
Valdaramma to form a fsrmidabls fores for 
Cofombia 
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our years oC living, breeching, 
dreaming fooCball. Days oC meClculous planning. 

Knee-wrencbing pracCice. 
irsing passes. DIssecCing moves. 

Tacicling an Imaginary opponenC. 


And a burning desire Co win Cor Che counCry. 

Xbe counCdown begins... 

BeCween deCermlnaCion and dreanra,planning and Impulse, 
pride and envy,lles your decision Co waCch 
Che magic unCold on an ONIDA. 




ONIDA. 


The spirit of ONIDA. 
It's the same ball game. 
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Gifted w(^ 
extremely 
talented 
individuals, a 
well combined 
team effort is 
required if they 
are to be certain 
qualifiers for 
round two 



R omania like the erstwhUe 

Yugoslavia are a football enigma. 
They possess players with supreme 
talent but rarely achieve 
International success due to the lack of 
cobesiveness. Most Romanian club teams 
display a lot of skill and sound technique but 
lack the requisite work ethic to succeed in the 
exacting atmosphere of international football- 
Now only the motivational skills of 
46-year-oId manager Anghel lordanescu can 
ensure that he 


gets the best out of his 
potentially talented 
players. 

So far, Romania's 
record in the World 
Cup has been 
rnedltKre. In five 
previous World Cups, 
they have played 18 
matches, won tliree, 
drawn six and lost six. 
They have scored 
sixteen and 
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SQUAD 


fiMlIntpan; Florin Prunea and Bogdan Stelea. 
Oahoian. Mlodrag Belodedid, Dan Petrescu, 
Daniel Prodan, Oorinel Muntcanu, Tibor 
Sclymes. MMfMdata: loan Sabau, Ipan Upescu, 
Gheorge Hagi, Daniel Timofte, (George 
Popescu, Basarb Panduru, Ian Timofte, Hie 
Dumitrescu. Faiwardt: Marius Lacatus, Florin 
Raduciou, Gheorge Craioveanu. 

Maaa gar Anghel lordanescu. 

Bom:May4di 1950. 

Appointed;June, 1993. 


conceded twenty goals. Their best 
performance so far was an appearance in the 
second round in 1990 when they lost on 
penalties to Jack Charlton's Republic of 
Ireland. Their biggest win was 3-1 over Peru in 
the inaugural World Cup in 1930. In the same 
year they also suffered their biggest defeat 0-4 
to ultimate champions Uruguay in a group 3 
league match. For this World Cup, King Carol 
assisted in the selection of the squad and 
intervened to ensure special leave 

for his players. 

In the 1934 finals 
they lost 1 -2 to 
Czechoslovakia in the 
first round. Four years 
later, they were 
defeated by 
newcomers Cuba 1 -2, 
also in the first round. 
After a long hiatus 
they qualified for the 
1970 World Cup. 
However they were 
unlucky to be drawn in 
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the ultimate 'group of death', with holders 
England, favourites Brazil and old rivals 
Czechoslovakia. Those were the days when 
there were no seedings in the World Cup. 

In Italia '90 much was expected of stocky 
left footed playmaker Georghe Hagi, 
nicknamed the 'Maradona of the 
Carpathians' and fleet-footed winger Marius 
Laraius. They beat erstwhile USSR 2-0, drew 
with Argentina 1 -1 and lost to Cameroon 1 -2. 
They reached the second round for the first 
time ever. However against the Irish, they 
missed the attacking support of Marius 
Lacatus, failed to create chances and lost 4- 5 
on penalties. 

In World Cup USA 94 they start against 
Colombia on June 18, in a late night match. 
This could be a tempestuous affair between 
two talented teams, both of whom are 
favoured to progress to the next round. For 
Romanian players jetlag and getting used to 
diTfcrenl time zones could be the biggest 
problem. lordanescu's team does not travel 
well and their temperament is suspea and st' 
they might not progress beyond the second 
round. 

Still they do have some world class 
performers in the Romanian team. Miodrag 
Belodedici who plays for Valencia in Spain is a 
top class sweeper back. He has won a 
European Champions' Cup winners medal 
with both Steau Bucharest in 1987 and Red 
Star Belgrade in 1991. loan Sabau and Hagi in 
midfield are creative schemers who in full cry 
could trouble any defence and strikers 
Lacatus and Florin Raducioiu can be lethal 
finishers. Most of the star players represeni 
various European clubs and the team could 
only have limited combined practise. The one 
month training session that the team had was 
lordanescu's chance of moulding a 
formidable unit and the results will be on view 
from June 19. They use a sweeper back and 
play in a 1 -3-4-2 formation. If the Romanian 
players display their latent potential and their 
fragile temperament does not let them dovm, 
they could achieve their best ever 
performance of reaching the quarter finals of 
the World Cup this summer. • 


Players to watch: 


Popescii: Plays for PSV Eindhoven and is 
currently one of the best sweepers in Europe. 
His job will be to contain the opposition as the 


PHOTOGRAPHS COTORSPORTAXYMPIA 



Raducioin's nwriumMi 
talaiiti have baan honad 
din paat Mason with 
Kalian and EaroMan 
cliaiii|iioinA.C. Milan 


last man in defence and subsequently to build 
up attacks by feeding the midfield 

Marius Lacatus. Aged 30 years; Is a g<K)d passer 
of the ball and the quality of his crosses are of a 
high calibre. However he tends to have a 
head-down approach which makes him 
individualistic. 


Horin Raducioiu. Aged 24 years; A scorer of 
exceptional goals, with an eye for an 
opportunity. Has a fiery temperament but has 
developed good technique after playing in the 
demanding Italian league for four seasons. 
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With a strong 
defence to back 
up their 
traditional flair 
upfront, the ' 
perennial 
favourites seem a 
good bet for any 
football romantic 

•• 


B razil can play football of such 
luminous quality and with such 
subtle change of pace that it casts a 
bewitching, almost hypnotic spell 
on spectators all over 
They are 

have participated m (namengo), Zetti (Si 
all the fourteen Jdrginho (Bayern Mi 

previous World Cups. Leonardo (SaoPaulo 

And at the 15th World Ricardo^mes (Parii 

Cup this summer, Rocha (Vasco Da Gar 

they are the most Mardo Santos (Bordi 

favoured to win. Their (Deportiva La C 

talent is so rich (Stungart), Marinho 

specially in the forward (P*hnelras), Rai (Pari 

line up that at Sergio, (BayerLever! 

times it is almost 

Renaldo (Gruzeiro), 1 

embarrassing. (Corinthians). 

But m spile of the Mnafor Carlos Alba 

abundance, coach Bom: March 25lh, 19 

Carlos Alberto Appointed: January, ■ 

Parreira knows there _____ 



GaalkMpwKTaffarel (Regglana), Gilmar 
(Fiamengo), Zetti (Sao Paulo). Mandan: 
Jdrginho (Bayern Munich), Cafu (Sao Pauto), 
Leonardo (Sao Paulo), Branco (Pluminense), 
Ricardo Gomes (Paris St Germain), Ricardo 
Rocha (Vasco Da Gama), Aldalr, 

Mardo Santos (Bordeaux). MUHaMan: Mauio 
Silva (Deportiva La Comna), Om^a, 
(Stungart), Marinho (Palmetras), Zinho 
(Palmelras), Rai (Paris St Germain), Paulo. 
Sergio, (Bayer Leverkusen). fens^HiKBebeto, 
(Deportivo La Coruna), Romarlo (Baiietona), 
Renaido (Cruzeiro), MuHet (Sao Pauld), Vkda 
(Corinthians). 

Mnnagar Carlos Albeitp Parreira 
Bom: March 25th, 1943; 

Appointed: January, '92, 


are several factors which could mar Brazil's 
chances of ending their 24-ycar drought for a 
record fourth World Cup. 

In the last three World Cups, Brazil had 
|MpK|BB||g||n||||||| always started 
UJIHHIimilH convincingly, 

rgglana), Gibnar outclassing 

•aulo). Dafaadan: opponents, but tlien 

ch), Cafu (Sao Paulo), losing in crucial knock 
tranco (Pluminense), out matches. In 1982, 

Germain), Ricardo they seemed 

, Aldair, invincible, but 

IX). Midnaldan:Mauro defensive blunders 

saw them losing 2-3 to 

k D. *1 whom striker 

t Germain), Paulo. n i r, • j 

en),fo™^.Beb«o, Paulo Rossi scored an 

Romarlo (Baiietona), opportunistic 

Hei (Sao Pauto), Vkda hat-trick. Four years 

later, at Mexico, Zico 

Parreira missed a penalty in 

; regulation time and 

' Brazil lost to France 

-^J via the tie - breaker in 




the quarter-final. At Italia '90, they 
missed numerous sitters and lost 0-1 to 
Argentina for whom Caniggia scored in the 
dosing minutes. 

Brazil has a majhr advantage over most 
nations given their depth of talent. In defence, 
they can choose from Ricardo Rocha and 
Ricardo Gomes, Marcio Santos, 

Branco and Cafu. Upfront Romano and 
Bebeto know it is their last chance to be 
ranked amongst the immortals by excelling in 
this World Cup. Both are pencil slim but have 
such silky skills, feline grace and astonishing 
close control that they can bemuse and 
torment defenders with their talent. For 
support there is the promising 17-year-oid 
Renaldo. Muller and 
Viola. Such is 

the depth «)f talent in Bra/.il's forward line that 
some of the reserves or excluded [tlayers 
would be first choice iti any other country. For 
once even the goalkeepers are of a high 
calibre. Both Taffarel and reserve custodian 
Flamengo's Gilmar have displayed rare agility 
and reflexes. 

During the World Cup (lualiliers, Brazil 
seemed to lack a creative midfielder This is 
ironic specially when it happens m the land of 
gteals like Didi, Kivelino, Zicci, Socrates, 

Falcao and Tutiinho Care/o. In lV9i, they 
seemed over-dependeni on the talented but 
temperamental Rai wlio has uncanny passing 
skills hut at limes also tends to drift out ol a 
game. But now with the emergence of Zinho 
and Leonardo, the 

problem is not so acute. Zinho has the ability 
to hold the ball, lure opponents towards hmi 
and then play a telling pass, reminiscent of 
Rivelino. Asa defensive midfielder, Dimga is 
still unrivalled 

Parreira hasdiscaidcd the sweeper-back 
system u.sed by l.a/aroni in the 1990 World 
Cup and will use a flat-back four. Brazil will 
play in the 4-3-3 formation, using twin 
strikers Romario and Bebeto and a winger. 

For many of tfieir players who are in their 
early thirties, it is their last chance to achieve 
permanent fame. The crucial question is, can 
Brazil fuse sublime talent and technique with 
fierce will and work ethic? If they can achieve 
this blend then they could maintain their 
proud legacy of a team from the Americas 
always winning the World Cup when it ts held 
in the Americas. # 


I 



Cafu: One of the most 
trusted defenders in the 
world today, who also 
doubles up as a midfielder 
when the situation demands 


Rest of the team 
profiles of Group B 
appear from page 52 
onwards 



CAFU: 23 years old. Has already earned 
around 26 caps lor Brazil. Today, he is 
probably one ol the most reliable delenders in 
the Brazilian team. Though he prelcrs to 
operate as a defeiidcr/tnidfielder. A reliable 
arid sturdy player ior all situations. 


BEBETO; 27 years old. One of the more 
experienced sinkers m the Bra.'.ilian team 
with well over 73 mate lies Bebeto has created 
a reputation ol sorts lor himsell in Spam. 
Oiiginally dubbed as a 'cry baby' by bis 
colleague Romario, Bebeto wlio is siiglirly 
built is d striker with great Vision and 
penetration. 
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John Harlces: low on profile \ a ' 
but big on potential \ 
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JOHN HARKES 

(America) 


H e grew up saying his bed-lime 
prayers lo the legendary Pele, 
while the latter was semng a stint 
with the New York Cosmos. And with 
his free spirit rejuvenated after watching the 
magical football skills of Pele and 
Beckenbauer, llarkes then indulged in 
tailgate parties with his buddies in the parking 
lot, after the matches. 

One of the first recipients of a grant set up by 
the United Slates Soccer Federation (USSF), 
Harkes (following the example of Pele) began 
as an old fashioned inside forward, eventually 
catching the eye of Bob Gansler, the then U.S. 
national coach. 

Today, after having discovered the benefits 
of playing in Iclt mid-field, Harkes is a regular 
member of the U.S. national squad. In fact, 
after displaying his talents at the World Guj) 
finals in Italy, 1990, Harkes' services were 
requisitioned by English club, Sheflield 
Wednesday. It was an ironical appointment 
because Wednesday had earlier rejected 
Harkes' services in 1989. However, after 
playing with Wednesday for three of their best 
seasons—when they were promoteel to the 
first division — and playing three Cup finals at 
Wembley (becoming the first American to do 
so), Harkes moved to Derby in 1993. But his 
brightest moment came when he helped Iris 
country win a couple of matches at the US Cup 
'92 with positive displays over the Republic of 
Ireland and Portugal. And in the US Cup '93, 
he brought all his English county experience 
to the forefront and helped his team beat 
England 2-0. Though Germany eventually 
won the Cup, the US retained their 
honour....specially Harkes 'the spark'! # 
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LOTHAR MATTHAUS 

(Germany) 

I F you're looking to sec shades of a 

'demolition man' at the World Cup, then 
don't kKtk beyond Lothar Matthaus. 
Germany's veteran captain, Matthaus 
epitomises German football—tough and hard 
as nails. And if Matthaus has to cover every 
inch of the field in the service of his nation, 
then so Ik- it. 

It would be Itetter not to expect Iroin 
Matthaus, delicate and pretty football. 

Rather, he wins balls with crushing tackles 
and his attacks are iip-front and direct. He 
does not bciteve in building moves. In fact, he 
represents—through his efforts—a tank, and 
Italy '90 gave the world, pictures of a 
marauditig Matthaus, surging forward and 
bombarding the rival's goal with his punishing 
shots. 

Matthaus comes from Herzogenaurach, a 
town famous for sports giants Adidas and 
Puma. He spent his growing years studying 
interior decoration and playing football 'just 
for kicks.' At 18, however, Matthaus decided 
to test his skills by playing for Borussia 
Moenchengladbach. 







Countni 

BORH 


In 1982, Matthaus 
was in the World Cup 
squad, but made two 
inconsequential 
appearances as 
substitute. His place 
for his country, 
however, became 
secured when he 
was signed by Bayern Mun’ch in 1984 and 
from then onwards he became a regular for 
Germany. In 1993, Matthaus won his 103rd 
cap to equal the German record of his 
erstwhile coach, Frank Beckenbauer. 

Soon after that, and many German honours 
later, Matthaus was sought fur $ 3 million by 
Inter Milan of Italy and it was there that he 
also led the German team to victtiry in the 
1990 World Cup. He was also voted his 
country's Footballer of the Year, that same 
year. 

In the 1993 94 season, however, Matthaus 
looked his old devastating self. His fame as a 
footballer has preceded him and this has even 
forced Uli Hocness, the manager of Bayern 
Munich to quote on the over-adulation of 
Imhar Matthaus. As Hoeness says, "The day 
shall come when I will read in a Friday paper 
how well Matthaus played on Saturday." # 
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CARLOS VALDERRAMA 

(Colombia) 

I F the Colombian's do manage to create a 
ripple of sorts at the World Cup, it could 
well be at the instigation of one 
man—Carlos Valderrama. 

It is by now an obvious fart that 
Vaidertama—or the 'Blond Gullit' as he is 
called—is the very heart and soul of the 
i Colombian team. In an age when football has 
transcended all physical levels, Valderrama is 
one of a few who has managed to retain his 
artistic qualities. 

! The 32-year-old Valderrama can be 
identified easily on the field not just by his 
languid style of play but also by his trademark 
blond Afro hairstyle. The man is the only 
authentic household name in a country 
whose people have so far emulated the deeds 
of drug lords. 

I Valderrama's fame and leadership qualities 
can be Judged by this little example when he 
suffered a knee injury against Sweden in 
February. "A little anger, a lot of fear, a dose of 
desperation and absolute panic is what is left 
after Valderrama was hurt," wrote a 
sportswriter fora Colombian newspaper. 

His subsequent recovery, carried as a major 
story by the national media, is at present going 
well, but while he is recovering, his team's 
play has become erratic and unorganised. But 
an over excited Valderrama has gone ahead 
and played his first match, defying doctor's 
orders and an appeal by his country's 
president, Cesar Gaviria. The talented 
midfielder, however, came through 
unscathed. He was slow, but managed to 
show some deft touches. 

Valderrama's presence on the field is quite 
unassuming but therein lies his strength. His 
other strong points are the remarkable calm 
with which he plays—this only goes on to 
portray his analytical mind. His defence 
splitting passes and one touch play alst) 
underline the fact that he is a gamemaker 
who's talents are unmatched. This is basicaUy 
from the days he spent4earning his football 
on the beaches of Canta Marta. Few people 
expect the Colombians to progress at the 
World Cup, if Valderrama is not fully 
recovered. But if he does recover, then the 
fans are defmitely going to get their money's 
trti 




ROMARIO 

(Brazil) 

I F there has ever been a footballer 

entrtistcd with the task of scoring goals 
with a sense of style and panache, it has 
got to be Rornario. The Brazilian striker is 
a typically errant genius who relics on instinct 
and inspiration rather than sweat and 
discipline. Roinario is so confident of his 
tapabilittes that when he gets fed up with 
wasting his energy on training, he flics home 
to Rio for rest—often without informing his 
club authorities. 

Spotted as a player ol rare class and talent 
while (ilaying in Brazil for his club side, Vasco 
cia Clama and in the 1988 Seoul Olympics, 
Roinario was signed by Dutch side, I’SV 
Eindhoven. However, in spite of liis 
indifference and strained relationships with 
his colleagues, Roniario scored 125 goals 
becoming the top scorer in the Dutch league. 
This gave him enough confidence to chastise 
his teammates, when he said, "they are 
workhorses who should keep their mouths 
shut, save their breath, for running and leave 
football and scoring to me.” 

While Rornario was busy scoring goals, his 
progress was being carefully monitored by the 
top clubs in Europe. However, a burst of 
individual brilliance against AC Milan in ihe 
European Champion's Cup in 1993, helped 
persuade Johan Cruyff, manager of Spanish 
Club, Barcelona, to sign him tor $3 million. 

rhere are times when the temperamental 
genius succumbs to unnecessary fits of 
emotion. And it was due to this that he was 
kept out of the Brazilian team during the 
World Cup qualifiers. However, when 
manager Carlos Parreira brought him back for 
the vital last game with Uruguay, Rornario 
scored two quick second half goals and took 
Brazil to the finals. Small and fast, Komario's 
chief assets arc his sudden bursts of speed, 
superb anticipation and his cultured left ftnst. 

Already a demi-God in his native Rio, 
Rornario portrays the essence of Brazilian 
football. When he married his wife Monica in 
Rio, the ceremony took place in the centre 
circle ol a football pitch, watched by 
thousands. And with his father—who was 
kidnapped recently—bark in safe custody, an 
elated Rornario promised his fans the ultimate 
gifti Lots of goals! # 
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ANDONIZUBIZARRETA 

{Spain} 

S f PAIN'S captain is his country’s most 
capped player, with «)ver 86 
lintcmational appearances. 

' Zubi as he has come to be known 
by his fans, entered into big time soccer when 
he signed up with Alletico Bilbao in 1981, It 
was not long before he started showing signs 
of his talent, for Bilbao were champions in 
1983, and did the 'double' of Championship 
and Cup the following year. In .lanuary, 

_ 1985, Zubi won his 

ANDOIVI ZI -1 *^''^** international cap. 

Country, SPAIN Pno.. I Zubi has been a 

COALKEEpfR I regular with the 

/ Spanish side ever 
I since and is rated 

Afhlciic BfJba” / I’fsl goalkeepers. As 
Bane/ona I far as his goalkeeping 
/ skills are concerned, 
1992 ^ I prefers to adopt 

'I>l984/A*h / methods Irom the old 

rcelonai- * / school or wha! he calls 


osifion goalkeeper 


the 'serious, reliable, school’—In other words 
he prefers to be sound rather than showy. He 
also studies other goalkeepers and adopts 
their strong points. Spain's coach .lavier 
Clemente, endorses his talents saying, "For 
me, the best goalkeeper in the world is 
Zubizarreta and then come the rest." 

Zubi made his induction into top notch club 
football in 1986, when he was transferred to 
Barcelona for $ 1.8 million. It was supposed to 
have been a world record fee fora goalkeeper 
at that time. Since then, he has extended his 
contract to 1996, which is proof enough of his 
talents. 

If the Spanish goalkeeper does have a 
problem, it is his weakness against penalties. 

He has also had his nin-ins withplaycrs and 
referees. In the Iasi qualifying match for the 
World Cup, with Spain needing to beat 
Euroiiean champions Denmark, he was sent 
off fora 'professional foul'. Luckily, .Spain 
won Inil It still means that Zubi will not be able 
to play Spain's first match against South 
Korea, in the World Cup. Nevertheless, when 
he does play, his safe hands and exhortations 
to teammates can be inspiraiional. • 
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FAUSTINO ASPRILLA 
{Colombia} 

I F the crowds at the World Cup suddenly 
start swaying to the rhythm of one man, 
he tan be easily identified. Colombia's 
Faustino Asprilla (or 'Salsita' as he is 
known to his fans because of his great love for 
Salsa music) is determined to add a touch of 
Latin flair to the World Cup. 

A number of Latin American footballers 
have gone in search of their fortune to Italy. 
But Asprilla has been the first import from 
Colombia. The 22-year-old. tall and lanky 
striker signed a contraa worth $5 million in 
1992 witli Parma. In fact, Aspriila's prodigious 
skills even prompted the Parma club president 
to announce, "We arc in possession of a 
champion." 

One among a family of nine children, 
hailing from a tiny village in Western 
Colombia, Asprilla displayed his ample 
football skills whilst playing the game in the 
narrow streets. His parents had initially 
frowned upon a football career, but they 
eventually gave in when he worked his way 
up with his nearest league club. 


Deportivo Cali. In 
1989, he was 
transferred to Atletico 
Nacional of Medellin; 
the then holders of the 
Copa Liberladores. 

Asprilla is tall and 
leggy and his forte is 
his quickness. 

He retains his sense of ball control 
even while playing at a fast pace and his passes 
or powerful shots can shatter the morale of 
any defence. His strength lies in his 
devastating right fool. Or as one of his 
opponents from Napoli is said to have 
remarked, "Aspriila's a marvel. He can prove 
to be the best South American player in the 
Italian League." 

After an encouraging first season in the 
league, when his goals helped Parma win the 
European Cup Winners' Cup, Asprilla 
continued the second season in similar 
fashion. All this leads us to believe tliat if his 
prodigious talent is an indication of his 
greatness, then Salsita could have the crowds 
dancing to his deft footwork. • 


Asprilla caa make the fees 
dance to his tame 
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STEPHAKE CHAPUISAT 
(Switzerland) 

H e is the son of the former Swiss 
international, Pierre Albert. But 
unlike his father—who was 
notorious for his bad temper—the 
younger Chapuisat is of milder disposition, 
with a penchant for scoring goals. 

With his all-round footballing skills in the 
qualifiers, Chapuisat has already become 
Switzerland's top player and a striker who will 
be impossible to ignore when he makes his 
World Cup debut in the USA. 

Chapuisat's reputation blossomed when he 
first played for Lausanne and was their top 
scorer in 1988, 90 and 91. However, his 
golden moment came in 1989, just before his 
20ih birthday, when he helped Switzerland to 
to a t -0 win over 
Brazil. With his 
success as a footballer 
virtually assured, 

Chapuisat left his 
country in search of 
greener pastures and 
signed up with 
German first division 
club, Bayern 
Uerdingen lor a fee of 
one and a half million 
dollars in 1991. Knee 
injuries, however, 
saw to it that he was out of action 
and he was consigned to the bench for a major 
half of the season. However, with Uerdingen 
being relegated to the second division, 
Chapuisat moved to Borussia Dortmund in 
1991. 

The move to Dortmund proved to be a wise 
one and Chapuisat became an instant hit. He 
not only became a prolific scorer but a useful 
team player. Sorely disappointed at his 
country's inability to reach the finals of the 
European Championships in 1992, Chapuisat 
was a happy man when his country qualified 
for the World Cup this year. 

Celebrating his 2Sth birthday during one of 
the crucial group matches, the World Cup 
may see the birth of another talented striker. 
Or as Andre Egli, a former Swiss international 
assessed, "Stephane is a highly skilled 
attacker who will develop physically and 
mentally in Germany and become one of 
Europe's top players." # 
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MARTIN DAHLIN 

(Sweden) 

T seenis that the 1994 World Cup will be 
crowded with errant geniuses, who have 
got only one passion—and talent—in 
life, football. And Sweden's Martin 
Dahlin will be one in a crowd of many top 
class talented players. 

Dahlin was Sweden's leading striker in the 
World Cup qualifiers, scoring vital goals for 
his country and showing above everything 
else, his enthusiasm for the game. But 
Oahlin's verve and excitement is in sharp 
contrast to the early I990's, when he lost his 
focus and nothing seemed to go right for him. 
As a subsequent result, he almost drifted out 
of top-class football. 

Discovered at a time when he was nothing 
but an uncut diamond, Dahlin shone while 
playing for Malmo under their F.nglish coach, 
Roy Hodgson, currently the manager of 
Switzerland. Hodgson was full of praise for 
Dahlin and his compliments were not 
unfounded. Dahlin is quick, possesses an 
awful lot of raw energy and has a powerful 
physique. Coupled to that is his increasant 
hunger for goals and he seemed to have a very 
impressive professional resume. However, his 
former coach is quick to point out a very 
important flaw in Dahlin, "He is his own 
wf)rst enemy," Hodgson remarked. 

Over a period of time, this has been proved 
true. When the goals were harder to come by 
Dahlin was not part of Sweden's World Cup 
plans in 1990. Things got relatively better 
when Malmo's new coach. Bob Houghton 
tried to resurrect Dahlin's sagging interest. A 
recall by Sweden, and seven goals in his first 
eight internationals later, he was on his way 
again. True to his charaaer and bad temper, 
Dahlin suffered a couple of more hiccups, till 
he forced his way back into the Swedish team 
for the 1992 European Championships. 

Today, Dahlin's 
confidence is the key 
to his success in the 
World Cup. Or as he 
says, "I worked for 
years to become a 
regular with Sweden. 

Now 1 will fight 
anyone who tries to 
take the shirt away 
from me." • 
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ERWIN SANCHEZ 

Country: BaMA Position: MIWIELDER 
BORN: 

19 October 1969, Santa Cruz 
CAREER: 

1986 90 Bolivar 

1990- 91 Benfica (Portugal) 

1991- 92 Estoril (Loan) 

1992- Boavista (Loan) 
International debut: 1989 


T: 


f RW[,\ 
^•ANCHEZ 
(Bolivia) 

|HE taa that 
Bolivia is 
playing in the 
- World Cup 

“nals is surprise 
“ough.ivhatisnot 
surpnsing, however 
«the faa that Erwin 
Sanchez has at last 

IC _ ■ 




FRANCOIS OMAM BIYIK 
(Cameroon} 


T he 1990 World Cup pul the spotlight 
on Cameroon. But if one were to 
prepare an assessment to find out 
who set the ball roiling for them, then 
we cannot look beyond Francois Omam Biyik. 

A modest man but a talented footballer, 
Omam Biyik arrived in Italy for the World 
Cup with little or no claims made by the critics 
on his capabilities. To make matters worse, 
Cameroon were playing their opening match 
against holders Argentina. However, 
CamenKtn's performance proved to be 
anything but modest. The 'Indomitable Lhtns’ 
as they were termed, fought, tackled and 
played in a manner that befitted the sobriquet. 

Then suddenly, 21 minutes into the setond 
half, midfielder Cyrille Makanaky switched 
from the right to left wing and chipped in a 
neat cross to the penalty spot. Only one man 
rose from amongst the horde of defenders to 
head the ball past goal-keeper Nery Pumpido. 
That man was Omam Biyik and with that 
goal, he had louiid his place in the sun. As he is 
said to have remarked later, "The goal against 
Argentina changed my life. Before it, I was 
nobody—just another footballer. Now people 
recognise me in the street, want to .say hello. 



want my autograph." Cameroon went on the 
shock the critics by winning that match and 
recording one of the biggest upsets of the 
World Cup. 

Omam Biyik is no longer a modes! 
footballer. He has top scored for his country in 
the qualifying matches with one of his goals 
being the crucial one which beat Tunisia in 
the decisive play-offs. 

Tall, slim and agile, Biyik is a forward who 
moonlights during play as a mid-fielder. He 
scores goals, builds attacks and holds up the 
defence when his colleagues need a little 
support. The Indomitable I.ion has pursued 
his career mostly in France 
playing for Rennes, 

French giants 

Marseille and is now j -— 
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R A1 de SOUZA OLIVIERA 
(Brazil) 
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F or those of whom who have yet to 
identify this player, they should be 
informed that he is the younger 
brother of the former Brazilian 
midfielder and captain, Socrates. 

The 28-year-old Rai (pronounced; Rah-ee) 
is Brazil's ultra-talented midfield general. 
However, like his teammate Romario, his 
genius is sometimes surrounded by lethargic 
displays of football and sudden 
temperamental outbursts. Nevertheless, 
Brazilian coach, Carlos Alberto Parreira has 
enough faith in his capabilities and endorses it 
by saying, "We don't have another player like 
him, his talents give the team 

something different." 
Fven though Rai's 
form can sometimes 
be erratic, for 

/ ■ Brazilian fans there is 

V'v no substitute for this 

''N. idol. On his day, he 

can be the best there is 
and therein lies the 
V W\jsJr paradox. 

^ \ I' \ Having established 

himself as a player of 
repute while playing 
for Sao Paulo, Rai's 
& performances have 

gone Oil lo ensure that 
Brazil are at this 
-Jm moment 

civer-dependant on 
his services. 

At present, however, there is a big question 
mark against the form of the Brazilian captain 
and playmaker. This has come about ever 
since Rai was transferred from Sao Paulo to 
his present French club, Paris St. Germdin last 
year. In fact, his form was so bad, that he could 
not even make the French champions 
playing XI at times. Howevei, coach Alberto 
Parreira has not lost his laith in Rai and has 
made him the nucleus of his team, thus taking 
a gamble. Maybe Parreira will be secretly 
hoping that his ward will get his act together 
in order to give that ultimate performance. 

For it is Rai after all, who will be holding the 
key to Brazil's success. # 
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GEORGHE HAGI 
(Romania) 

T he fact that Georghe Hagi hails from 
the Black Sea coast is of little or no 
importance. The faa is irrelevant 
because in his native Romania, Hagi 
is referred to as the 'Maradona of the 
Carpathians'. It is the ultimate accolade to 
player of his class who has won both fame and 
fortune for himself and his country. 

The reference to Maradona in this case is 
not an idle one: both players wear the No. 10 
jersey, weave magic with their left foot and 
possess a violent temper. Discovered for his 
excc|)tiona1 skills when playing for the 
Romanian Under- 18s, Hagi became a first 
division regular at 17 and made his 
international debut at 19. Since then, he grew 
in stature becoming Romania's leading scorer 
in 1985 and 1986, carving a niche for himself 
as a talented midfielder. 

In 1987, Hagi joined Romania's top club, 
Steaua Bucharest and quickly graduated into 
one of Europe's leading footballers. However, 
his forays into the rest of Europe came about 
only after the assassination of dictator Nicolae 
Ccaucescu, when Real Madrid grabbed him 
lor $3 million after the 1990 World Cup, 
where he made waves with his teammate 
Marias Lacatiis. 

While playing in Spain, Hagi's inability to 
control his temper had him frequently in 
trouble with provocative Spanish players and 
referees. Two years later, Hagi sought a 
transfer to Italy opting to play for lowly 
ranked Brescis. Today both he and his team 
are languishing in the second division, despite 
the fad that Hagi has managed to perform well. 

A brilliant playmaker with excellent ball 
control, Hagi's temperamental outbursts 
continue to land him in trouble—the most 
recent instance being when he got a two 
match ban for spitting 
at a player in a game 
against Northern 
Ireland in March. ^ 

However, there is no 
doubt that Hagi will 

display neat and ^ 

pleasing football ^ - 

during the World Cup 
for though his temper 
is legendary, so too are 
his skills. • 
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URUGUAY 1930 

T he first edition of the World 
Cup attracted only ten teams. 
In the firs! match. France beat 
Mexico by a 4-1 margin. 
Lucien Laurent of France had the 
distinction of scoring the first goal of 
this premier tournament. The Final 
was played at the Centenario Stadium 
between arch rivals Argentina and 
Uruguay. 

The fanatic rivalry between the two 
teams gave rise to an unique situation, 
where both teams insisted on playing 
with their ball. The problem was 
solved by the toss of a coin and the 
Argentines won the right to use their 
ball in the first half. The match turned 
out to be an encore of the 1928 
Olympic Games final as Uruguay 
outgunned Argentina to win by the 
comfortable margin of 4-2. 

ITALY 1934 

T he strong contenders for the 
title were hosts Italy, Austria, 
Czechoslovakia, Hungary 
and Spain. Czechoslovakia 
defeated Germany, after being a goal 
down, to reach the title round against 
Italy. Both the finalists were captained 
by goalkeepers; Combi for Italy and 
Planicka for the Czechs. The final took 
place in Rome where the Italians, witfi 
their ultra-defensive style of play, 
successfully negotiated the Czech's 
'Danuhian School of football'. ItaJy, 
after being a goal in arrears, equalised 
through a freak goal scored by 
Raiinondo Orsi. Ursi had moved 
down the flank, dummied and thanks 
to a strong wind, essayed a 
right-U)oted cross that swerved in 
mid-air and dipped to beat Czech 
keeper Planicka. The next day, Orsi 
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tried this shot a number of times 
without a goalkeepei, for the 
photographers, but with nature not 
on his side this time, he failed in his bid 
to do an encore. 

Scavio mustering the strength of 
desperation, netted the match winner 
during extra-time. However, Italy's 
triuinpfi was marred by controversies. 
The inclusion of two Argentines, 
Lusito Monti who played for his 
native country in the 1930 final and 
Guita, along with charges ol biased 
refereeing according to some critics, 
were said to be the main reasons for 
Italy's triumph. However, it cannot be 
denied that the Italians exhibited a far 
better brand of football and 
thoroughly deserved their victory. 

FRANCE 1938 

T he turbulent political 

scenario in Europe provided 
the grim backdrop to this 
edition of the World Cup. For 
the first time, an Asian team, the 
Dutch East Indies (now Surinam) and 
Cuba took part in the competition. 
Italy omtinued their dream run from 
where they had left off in the previous 
World Cup, to qualify for the Final. 

The success of Italy can be 
attributed to the master taaician 
Vittorio Pozzo's reading of the game 
and the brilliance of Giuseppe 
Meazza. In the final, at the Colombes 
Stadium, Paris, the Italians subdued 
the Hungarians without any degree of 
exertion, winning comfortably by a 
4-2 margin. This was the last World 
Cup before the War and the 
tournament did not take place for the 
next twelve years. 


BRAZIL 1950 

T he post-World War political 
climate prompted a number 
ol teams to withdraw from 
the World Cup. li was during 
this tournament that one of the 
biggest upsets of fcMitball history took 
place. The star-studded English team, 
boasting players of the calibre of the 
ageless and indestructible Stanley 
Matthews, Tom Finney, Alf Ramsay, 
Mortensen and Wright crashed to a 
1 -0 defeat against the minnows of 
football, the US. The star turn for the 
US was done by centre forward Larry 
Gaetjens who headed the ball into the 
goal to script an astonishing victory. 

The qualifying teams Irom the 
initial pool matches were clubbed 
together in the final jmioI, to decide the 
champion. The teams were Uruguay, 
Brazil, Sweden and Spain. Finally, it 
boiled down to the last group match 
between Uruguay and Brazil to decide 
the winner in a cliff - hanger, Uruguay 
riding the goals of Schiaffinoand 
Ghiggia and aided by brilliant 
rearguard action by Varela, Rodrigues 
Andrade and goalkeeper Mas|H)li, 
overpowered the Brazilians. And all 
that was left at the end of the day was 
an eerie silence looming large over 
Rio's gigantic Marcana Stadium. 

SWITZERLAND 1954 

D .H. LAWRENCE wrote as 
the oitening line of his 
novel 'LADY 
CHATTERLEY'S LOVER', 
the following memorable sentence, 
"Ours is a tragic age, so we refuse to 







take it tragically'. This statement 
turned into an absolute truism in 
1954. The Hungarians of the Magic 
Magyars di^layed an unique brand of 
football which combined the Latin 
American rhythm with the European 
style of dour defence. It was a 
roller-coaster ride for the Hungarians 
who annihilated almost everybody on 
their way to the Final. 

However, the Hungarians were 
handicapped by an injury infliaed 
upon Puskas, who never regained his 
magic touch throughout the 
tournament. The Germans trounced 
8- 3 by Hungary in a group league 
match showed remarkable resilience 
to qualify for the final. 

The only team that gave Hungary a 
semblance of a fight en route to the 
title clash was Uruguay. In a classic 
semi-final, christened as the 'Battle of 
Berne', the Hungarians had to exert 
every sinew of their muscle to clinch 
the match by 4-2. The Final was 
expecteti to be a one- sided affair, but 
the Germans had other ideas. The 
shrewd tactics of coach Se[)p 
Hcrberger and the inspiring presence 
of captain Fritz Waliar did wonders for 
the Germans as they edged past one of 
the greatest teams that ever played 
football. 

SWEDEN 1958 

I F the Hungarians exhibited 
breathtaking skills in 1954, the 
Brazilians gave the world the first 
taste of Samba magic four years 
later. They weaved intricate designs 
with Peie. Mazzoli, Vava, Garrincha 
and Didi showing the way. The 
Brazilians marched to the Final with 
ease. Hosts Sweden, on the other 
hand, played scientific football. Under 
the stewardship of English manager 
George Raynor and the brilliance of 
the trio of 'Professor' Gren, Nils 
Liedholm and Gunner Nordhal. the 
Swedish team had no difficulty in 
reaching the Final. In one of the most 
^hopelessly one-sided Finals, Brazil 
humbled Sweden 5-1. 



This World Cup saw the rise of a 
new star called Edson Aranies Du 
Nascimento, Itetier known to the 
world as Pele. His breathtaking skills 
captivated the hearts of everybody. He 
scored a hat-trick against France, 
converting half-chances into goals. In 
the quarter-final against Wales, he 
scored a deflection off Stuart Williams 
and in the Final, he caught a high ball 
in the thick of the penalty box on hie 
thigh, hooked it over the head, 
whirled around and kicked it past 
Svensson the Swedish goalkeeper. In 
this whole process of scoring stuiming 
goals, the word genius got redefined. 

CHILE 1962 

C ARLOS DITBORN, the Chilean 
president had said, "We must 
have the World Cup, bec.tuse we have 
nothing". After a morale-shattering 
earthquake, it was a fantastic effort on 
(he part of the Chileans to host the 
tournament successfully. The most 
hard fought match of the tournament 
was aptly christened the 'Battle of 
Santiago'. Chile beat Italy in this 
nerve-wracking game. But they lost to 
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Brazil in the semis. The Brazilians 
continued their remarkable form to 
qualify for the Final. Czechoslovakia 
inspired by the brilliant goalkeeping 
of Wilhelm Schroiff, qualified to meet 
them by beating Hungary in the 
quarters, and Yugoslavia coached by 
Ciric Milovan (who later coached 
India) in the semis. Czechoslovakia 
thus became the first European 
finalist in a World Cup held in Latin 
America. 

In the Final, Brazil rode the 
collective brilliance of Didi, Zito, 
Zagalo, Vava, Amarildo (who 
substituted for an injured Pele) and 
Santos to clinch the title thus 
emulating Italy to become only the 
seamd team to retain the World Cup. 

ENGLAND 1966 

HIS was one of the most 
controversial World Cups 
that ever took place. The 
collapse of the Brazilians, the 
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astonishing speed of the North 
Koreans, the turbulence of the 
Argentinians and the triumph of 
European ruggedness over Latin 
American grace. And the icing in the 
cake was an exciting Final. 

The tournament featured 
astonishing matches which includes 
North Korea holding Italy to a ! -1 
draw and almost upsetting the 
applecart of Portugal before an 
Eusebio- inspired blitzkrieg put paid 
to their ambitions. 

The Final featured hosts England 
against Germany. England had 
exhibited vintage football, thanks to 
the strategy of their manager Alf 
Ramsay. Ramsay knitted a team of 


extremely talented but volatile 
footballers like Bobby and Jack 
Charlton, Bobby Moore, Nobby Stiles, 
George Cohen, Martin Peters and 
Alan Ball. The Germans had a 
wonderful forward line with the likes 
of Held, Seeler, Emmerich and 
Wolfgang Weber. The final was 
deadlocked at the end of regular time. 
In extra time, a wonderful burst by 
Geoff Hiffst clinched the issue for 
England. 


Brazil (Pala 3nl from riBhtI and Italy lined up 
before the Mart of 1910 Final 




elegance, enterprise and valour over 
ultra-defensive and negative football. 
The lop amtenders for the title were 
Brazil, defending champions England, 
Germany and Italy. The intense heat 
of the Mexican summer, coupled with 
the altitude, troubled the players 
incessantly. Among the early 
matches, the one featuring Brazil and 
England could be hailed as a classic 
and an opportunistic goal by Jirzinho 
won the day for Brazil. But the match 
is also remembered because of an 
incredible save by Banks and the 
impregnable calm of Bobby Moore 
even after the Colombian imbroglio. 

After the victory against England, it 
was an easy march for Brazil to the 
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play. a Rivelino cross was met by Pele 
with a spectacular spotjump and 
Brazil were up I -0. Bonningsegna 
reduced the margin for Italy but goals 
by Gcrson and Jirzinho almost sealed 
their fate. Then skipper Carlos Alberto 
drove the final nail in the 'Azzuri' 
coffin with a pile driver that crashed 
into the Italian net; and was hailed as 
the President's goal. The Brazilians 
permanently captured the Jules 
Rimet Trophy and proved that even 
football could be raised to the levels of 
pure and sublime poetry. 

GERMANY 1974 

T his edition of the 

tournament had all the 
ingredients of a blockbuster 
Hollywood film. The 
preliminary groups were [»acked with 
super teams like Germany, Brazil, 
Holland and Poland. It was Poland and 
Scotland who could spring a nasty 
suriirise but the whipping boys were 
Haiti and Zaire. After the hard-fought 
preliminary round, the only upset was 
the hosts West Germany losing to East 
Germany in a group league match. 

T1h‘ teams that made it to the I’inal 
were West Germany and Holland. The 
Final saw some breathtaking hKttball 
from the Dutch and sheer resilience 
from Germany. The Germans won in 
this liattle royal, rounding off one of 
the most exciting World Cups ever 
played. 

This World Cup is als«) significant 
because it opened up new facets of 
ct>ntemporary football. Franz. 
Beckenbauer, for whom it was the last 
international tournament redefined 
the position of 'Libero' Johan Cruyff 
and his teammates demonstrated the 
intrinsic strength of 'Total Football' 
and Italy with Dino Zoff as their 
goalkeeper showed how 
ultra-defensive football had to be 



played. Losing captain Cruyff joined 
the likes of Ferenc Puskas and 
(ieorge Best as one of the most 
enigmatic tragic heroes of modem 
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PATTON PRESSED STEEL 
TANKS 

With a capacity that goes upto 
15 iac litres. Patton Pressed 
Steel Tanks were the first to 
receive the approval 
certificate of iSi. 

In Iridia. Patton's mam clients 
are, the Railways, Defence. 
Public Healtti Departments, 
Tatas. Birlas, L&T, Shaw 
Wallace, Urnted Breweries, 
etc. 


PATTON PLASTIC TANKS 

Overhead and Loft, these 
tanks are manufactured with 
state-of-the-art technology in 
seamless one piece 
construction with capacities 
ranging from 100 ifrs. to 
10,000 Itrs from 100' food 
grade material. 

Cur clients include ITC. 

IFB, Dabur. Peerless. NTPC 
Railways, Defence. PHE. 
Airports etc. 






FAMILY 


PATTON INSULATED 
CONTAINERS WITH PUF’ 

I A large ver^-ion of a tv'picai 
IrisL'iated f-.'ask and made 
llOO'c food grade matenal. :t 
jkeeps contents fresn and 
jhygienic for extended 
Idcratit'ns 

lOur cus!onie'’s incioae 
ICoca-Co!a. Parie, Pepsi. 
lOukes TORINO. Goare; 
jAqrocei, innovat've Marine 
iFoods, india Pouifry Farms 
lotus C h o c 01 a r , 
pEROFLOl, K'.vanty Sugam 
t-'aif',, etc 


PATTON MATERIAL 
HANDLING CONTAINERS 

Tough and duradie. stackable 
or nestadie. these are laeai ’or 
harrdting of tobacco tea. yam: 
jute, Chemicals sea Ov a, 
Tu’Ts. etc. 

Among othe-'s tripy nave a. so 
been custom maoe To' :tc 
VST.CHLOR iDE ASIAN 
Ot,AoOy(_i djcd^a.; SuR't’.A 
TOE ACCC I Nepal i and ma:^ ,■ 
mi ore. 


PATTON LUMINAIRES 
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ARGENTINA. 1978 

T he tournament began in 

Argentina atnidvt protests by 
human rights organisations 
over the mass atr«>cities 
committed by dictator Gen. Jorge 
Videla and his military junta. The 
teams tipped to make an impact were 
Argentina, Holland (sans Cruyff who 
refused to play even after huge 
monetary offers and countless 
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pleadings from the Dutch football 
association and fans from all over the 
world). West Germany, Brazil and 
Italy. Scotland with the likes of 
Graham Souncss, Macari, Gemmill and 
Hartford were the dark horses of the 
tournament. The early games saw the 
exit of Scotland, and Italy, after Paolo 
Rossi's opportunistic goal beat 
Argentina. The world also witnessed a 
21 -year-old Frenchman called Michel 
Platini displaying some scintillating 
soccer and being hailed as a prodigy. 

Finally, it boiled down to the 
deciding match of the tournament 

0 V E 


which pitted Argentina against 
Holland. Mario Kempes started the 
proceedings with a goal that came off 
his formidable left foot. Minutes 
before the final whistle a splendid 
header from Dirk Nanninga restored 
parity for Holland. Extra-time saw a 
rejuvenated Argentina shooting into 
the lead through Kempes again and 
Bertoni's final goal after playing a 
onc-two with Kemites gave Argentina 
the much-cherished Cup. The match 
had also been marked by some fine 
goalkeeping by Ubaldo Fillol of 
Argentina, brilliant positional play by 
Leopold Luque and utterly inept 
refereeing by Gonnega. Yet, it was a 
World Cup which could be better 
remembered if it was forgotten. 




SPAIN, 1982 

E SPANA'82 can be labelled as 
one of the most 'open' 

World Cups in the history of 
the tournament. There were 
no favourites and only Brazil with the 
likes of Zico, Socrates and Falcao 
seemed to have an edge. But it was 
Italy who sprang a surprise after 
barely scraping through the first 
round. Paolo Rossi's brilliant hattrick 
against Brazil and conversion of gilt 
edged chances against the Poles 
ensured Italy a berth in the final. 

West Gennany, on the other hand. 


being shocked by Algeria hustled 
through, thanks to a disgraceful, 
mutually convenient I-Oviaoryover 
Austria. After this shameful match, 
Michael Hidalgo, the French coach 
had said that both teams should be 
awarded the Nobel Prize for Peace. 
Other incidents to make healines 
were North Ireland's viaory over 
hosts Spain, Kuwait's collective 
walk-out in the middle of a defeat 
against France and Bryan Robson's 


Clandio Gantih aad Diao Zaff caiabrate Halv'a 

win against Wait Gannany 

in'K 


27-second-goal, the fastest in the 
history of World Cup. 

West Germany reached the Qnal 
after a most dramatic victory in a 
sudden-death over France. However, 
in the final Italy romped home easily 
with goals by Rossi, Tardelli and 
Altobelli with Claudio Gentile 
manfully manning the defence. The 
only saving grace for Germany was 
the goal scored by veteran Breitner 
which reduced the margin. Enzo 
Bearzoi's boys with their superior 
skills and astounding technical 
perception rose like the proverbial 
phoenix from the ashes to become 
world beaters. 






rcsurrectrd themselves through last 
minute equalisers from their captain 
Rummenigge, and Rudi Voeller. But, 
Maradona's magical left foot provided 
a defence-splitting pass and all that 
Burruchuga had to do was to keep his 




coo! and put the ball in .which he did. 
Carlos Biiardo's tactics had clearly 
outplayed Beckenbauer's boys and it 
was only fair that at the end of it all, it 
was Maradona who held the trophy 
aloft. 
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ITALY. 1990 

J OAO SALDHANA ,lhe former 
Brazilian manager and 
celebrated 

football commentator, had 
once remarked that fry the turn of this 
century an African team would win 
the World Cup. Cameroon’s 
performance in Italy proved that such 
an eventuality could not be ruled out. 

The Indomitable Lions' exhibited 
champagne stKCcr and much credit 
must go to their Russian coach 
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Nepopniachi who blended the skills of 
Andre Kana Biyik, Francois Oman 
Biyik, Cyrillc Makanaky and the 
inimitable Rogci Milla. The march of 
CamertKrn was halted in the quarters 
by England thanks to two goals from 
Gary Lineker. England met their 
nemesis in the next nrund in West 
Germany and gut edged out in the 
tie-breaker. 

Argentina on the other hand, 
displayed negative soca-r and relied 


on the penalty-stopping talents of 
goalkeepr Sei^o Goycochea to 
overcome Yugoslavia in the quarter 
finals and hosts Italy in the 
semi-finals. The final was a listless 
affair and ironically it was a penalty 
converted by Andreas Brchmc that 
gave the Germans the Cup. It was a 
fitting end to a tournament where the 
images of Gazza's tears, Milla's jig, 
Higuita's adventures, Valderraina's 
delectable pin-[)oint passing, Baresi's 
overlaps, Vicini's frown and Schillaci's 
exuftcrance will remain etched in the 
memory of soccer fans. 
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Q OME man an f}pm treat 
D othars achiava treatrtass. 
Hare we taka a Ipok at some pf 
the graatastfootbaiiars aver to 
play in the World Cup 


PELE 

“People have said that Pele has no 
religion, nationality or colour," he 
once said of himself. "I have been 
accepted everywhere. I would like to 
be remembered as a person who 
showed the world that the simplicity 
of a man is still the most important 
quality. Through amplidty and 
sincerity you can put all humankind 
together." 

U ndoubtedly the finest 
footballer in the world, Pele 
enriched the game with innumerable 
memorable moments which his 
countless admirers revelled the world 
over. In fact, no one has ever 
dominated a sport for so long as Edson 
Arantes de Nascimento of Brazil. 

The Black Pearl's talents are 
legendary. He had the intuitive ability 
to produce the unexpected; the 
selfless touches that set up goals for 
teammates, the ball control that more 
often than not allowed him to outwit 
even the closest marking, and the 
soaring header and shooting prowess 
that brought more than a thousand 
goals (he netted his 1000th goal in 
1969 off a penalty). 

Bom into an impoverished family 
in 1940, Pele went on to establish 
himself as one of the world's most 
affluent sportsmen. Yes, he was a 
world star at 17 when Brazil won the 
World Cup in Sweden. But 1970 saw 
him reach the pinnacle of glory when 




he dominated the quadrennial 
extravaganza by heading the first goal 
of the Final and making two others. 
Pele had the distinction of 
appearing in four World 
Cups and was member 
of each team that won the 
Jules Rimet trophy outright 
for triumphs in 1958, 

'62 and '70. 

Pele played soccer for 
22 years in 1363 games 
and scored 1281 goals. 

FC Santos who made 
him the club's first 
choice inside-left 
when he was only 16, 
were the first to benefit 
from him, wiiming in 
competitions from the Sao 
Paulo league to the World Club 
Championship. His legendary 
fame is also because of his modesty 
fairness and loyalty to his club. 
Football has never had a better 
ambassador. When Pele 
retired after his 85th 
international match at the 
Maracana sUdiumonJuly 18, 

1971, the huge crowd there 
was sobbing. 

In 1975, Pele was 
approached by American 
soccer officials to 
popularise the game in 
the USA. He signed for 
New York Cosmos and 
led the dub to a 
North American Soccer 
League title two years 
later. Many other world 
stars joined the league and 
revolutionised the game 


throughout America. In soccer, Pele is 
'The Greatest.' 
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FRANZ BECKENBAUER 

I N 1974, West Germany's premier 
dub Bayern Munich reigned 
supreme. That particular year Bayern 
annihilated all opposition to wrest the 
European Cup and later six of its 
players represented the national team 
in the World Cup. And the supremo of 
both club and nation was captain 
Franz Beckenbauer. His teammates 
had high respect for him for his 
creative skill and intelligence—and 
the vision to pave the way to ultimate 


in 1974 after demolishing mighty 
Holland. 

The immensely gifted Kaiser 
perfecned the sweeper role and 
converted the position into a 
springboard for attack as well as a last 
line of defence. One must keep in 
mind that it was Beckenbauer himself 
who conceived this 'libera' 
position—and not his team manager 
Helmut Schoen. Then again, the 
Kaiser exerdsed so much command 
over his players that at times it looked 
as though he was running the show 
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Btcitcnfaawr Iryinfi to traak the Dutch Wall' in 
tha 1974 World Cup Final. (Insai) As tht 
mansoat of tha West Gorman national loam 


glory. That he managed to steer his 
side from a position right at the back 
won him the name of "Kaiser" 
(Monarch! among the masses. 

Beckenbauer participated in three 
World Cups and each time he played a 
vital role: as runners-up after the 
memorable Final at the Wembley 
Stadium in 1966; third in Mondial '70 
after a dramatic semi-final against 
Italy and finally, as World Cup 
champions in his home tawn.Munich 


instead of Schoen. 

He was the most elegant of players 
and his positional play enabled him to 
be constantly in the game One can 
without doubt say that the Kaiser had 
been the greatest influence in the 
success of modern German soccer. 

Not only did the West German team 
profit from his skill and personality 
during his 103 performances (for 
years a German record) but also his 
club Bayern Munich which notched 


up three European Cup triumphs. It 
was not so much a coincidence that 
Beckenbauer and Pele met in New 
York to do duty for Cosmos and 
revolutionised the game among the 
Americans. The Kaiser even had the 
energy to represent Hamburg SV later 
on, but admitted that he felt the stress 
of the Bundesliga.He created history as 
the only footballer to win the World 
Cup as both captain and then manager 
in Italia 90. 
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BOBBY MOORE 

/ r|-^HE finest defender in the world' 

X was what Pele said of England 
captain Robert 'Bobby' Frederick 
Moore in 1970. In fact, Pele and 
Moore exchanged shirts in mutual 
admiration after Brazil beat England 
by a lone goal in Mexico. 

For Moore and England the 1966 
World Cup at home was definitely a 
watershed in the history of British 
soccer. The win was the best gift 
Moore could give England. Born in 
1941, he was always consistent and 



outstanding, playing a record 18 times 
for the national youth team and 
turning a pro at the age of 17. When 
he was with West Ham he proved 
himself to be an asset in the left-half 
position, with good anticipation, 
tackling, covering and distribution. 

His first international cap came in 
1962 and soon he was made captain of 
West Ham and England. 

There was no stopping him now. 

1964 saw him win a Cup Winners' 
medal and he was declared the 
Footballer of the Year. The following 
year he led his club to the European 
Cup Winners' Cup triumph and of 
course in 1966 the most attractive 
prize of all came in the form of the 
World Cup title during which he was 
adjudged the Player of the 
Tournament. The tall and cultured 
defender, also appeared for his 


Bobby Moore, the toll cuhwod Eimlisb 
dofeodor, ron a flourishiog business 

country in the 1962 World Cup. 
Moore had a sports shop, clothing 
interests and advertising which 
coupled with his macho appearance, 
an attractive home and slick lifestyle 
seemed to be a new experience for 
British soccer players. 

Prior to the World Cup '70, Moore's 
reputation took a slight setback. He 
was taken into police custody in 
Bogota on a flimsy charge of theft in a 
boutique shop. However, later he was 
given a clean chit by the local 
authorities but the episode sent 
ripples throughout the world media. 
He was ranked among the best players 
at that Mexico World Cup. Moore 
died of cancer on 25 February 1993 at 
the age of 51. 
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MICHEL PLATINI 

T hose who knew him closely said 
that Michel Platini always needed 
'pleasure in playing' and without that 
pleasure he would never have been 
able to live out his life as a footballer. 
Yes, when Platini, France's best-ever 
national player, found the game 
boring at the end of the Italian.season 
in 1987, he called it a day "because the 
pleasure of playing had gone." 

The French captain was a stylish 
and temperamental player in the 
midfield. He represented his country 
in three World Cups (twice reached 
the semi-finals) where he gave such a 
good account of himself that he had 
critics making comparisons with 
Diego Maradona. Such was France's 
dependence on Platini that he once 
remarked angrily that people 
expected too much of him; that they 
demanded goals in each and every 
match. 

Platini played 72 times for Prance, 
since his international debut in 
March, i 976, scoring in a 2-2 draw at 
home to Czechoslovakia. His final 
appearance came in the 2-0 triumph 
over Iceland in a European 
Championship qualifier in Paris. 

He began his early soccer career 
with Nancy, moved to St. Etienne and 
then to Ju ventus after the Mexico 
World Cup. While with Juventus he 
became the darling of the Italian 
crowd. His contribution helped the 
renowned club win the Italian league 
twice and the Italian Cup He was 
adjudged European Footballer of the 
Year three times and earned for 
France the European Championship 
trophy. He added another trophy to 
the Juventus showcase when in 1985 
he scored off a penalty against 
Liverpool in the European Cup 
Winners' Cup final. That day in 
Brussels one of the worst soccer 
tragedies occurred leaving 39 dead 
and the subsequent ban of English 
teams in Europe. 

He took charge of the French 
national team when manager Henri 


Michel Med to guide the team to the tenure the mediocre team suddenly 
1990 flnals after a shock defeat at the took on a transformed look. During 

hands of Cyprus. During Matini's his two year coaching stint in 29 

WilwinrfiilifriMfilwalfcf^iBan matdiestheteamwon 16,di«w6knd 

lost 5. 






FERENC PUSKAS 

H UNGARY'S defeat in Switzerland 
in the 1954 World Cup final was 
unimaginable. Shocking, because the 
team had a great line up and above all 
the legendary inside-left Ferenc 
Puskas. It was hard to believe that this 
was the same team which three weeks 
before the World Cup had thrashed 
England 7 -1. Hungary's defeat against 
West Germany in the final was 
presumably due to the lack of 
understanding of the mind of the 
German coach Sepp Herberger. What 
went wrong? Both the teams were 
slotted in the same group but as only 
two teams qualified from each group 
for the quarters, Herberger could take 
the liberty of risking a loss by fielding 
six reserves against a full strength 
Hungary. Hungary did win that game, 
but failed to gauge the strength of a 
full German team. Moreover, during 
the course of that victory Puskas was 
injured and could not play until the 
final. In the final meeting against a full 
German team, the Hungarians lost the 
match in spite of goals being scored by 
Puskas and Czibor. It was Hungary's 
first defeat in four years. 

The stocky Puskas, known as the 
'Galloping Major', possessed one of 
the fiercest left foots, in soccer history. 
Though captain of Hungary for many 
of his 84 internationals—in which he 
scored 83 goals. Puskas while touring 
with Honved, preferred exile to 
returning to Hungary in 1956. Two 
years later, the then great club Real 
Madrid signed him. 

Europe was once again awed by 
Puskas' brilliant ball control and lethal 
shots. He played four times for Spain 
between 1961-62. In 197}, he made 
his founh European Cup final as 
manager of an ordinary Greek club, 
Panathinaikos. 


Bom in 1926, Puskas made his 
debut for Kispest which later became 
the ofiidal Hungarian team and was 
renamed Honved. The "Galloping 
Major" first made an indelible 

Hm'B rilagM« Major'Pnhas tat M a 
eaacMai sMai ia Aaalralia 


impression in the West when he came 
to Wembley in 1953 and became the 
star in England's first-ever home 
defeat by a foreign team. Puskas 
enjoyed his game^iad a swagger and 
confidence which made him very 
popular. His contribution to 
Hungarian soccer is immeasurable. 




JOHAN CRUYFF 

T here was a radical 

transformation in Dutch football 
in the late Sixties because of the 
emergence of a host of outstanding 
individuals. And among them one 
player who stcKid out prominently 
was centre-forward Johan Cruyff of 
Ajax Amsterdam. He was an 
extraordinary player who had 
noticeably matured beyond his years. 
His coach observed that Cruyff 
grasped whatever was told to him 
quicker than any other player. Cruyff 
for his part had this to say about 
himself: "I think my game is like my 
charaaer. I think things out logically 
and try to make sure that my head 
always rules my legs." 

The Dutch star was an out-and-out 
pro and was known for consistently 


Adamnad Cnud H a awa gBwHaallRaT 
tha Maai ia IlN 1SI4 WMd Cap fiaal 

giving his best. He never kept the ball 
for long spells and it has been said that 
on an average he kept the ball for less 
than seven minutes in an entire 
match. During those fleeting 
moments he would go all out to obtain 
optimum results. Coming from a 
humble background, Cruyff had no 
illusions about the way to achieve 
success. He was quick to prove his 
poiential/enrolled at ten with Ajax 
where his mother supervised the club 
canteen after his father's death. The 
school dropout came up trumps 
through the club system and 
performed well. At the age of 17 he 
was in the Club's first team, an 
international two years later and at 24 
became the European Footballer of 
the Year. 


During his rise to fame he exhibited 
his superlative skilis, ball control. 

He had the balance of ballet dancer, 
the perfect body swerve, explosive 
speed and immaculate shooting 
prowess talents that won him the 
European Footballer of the Year 
thrice. He also created a record when 
he was transferred to Barcelona for a 
record price in Europe. The financial 
deals with sponsors had also fruitfully 
proved beneficial to hb club and 
players. 

Under him Ajax became the first 
European dub to win their domestic 
league and cup, the European Cup 
and the World Club Championship all 
in the same year. But Cruj^ will 
always be remembered for his 
inspired leadership reaching the 1974 
World Cup Final. At present he is a 
coach and ranks among the best in the 
world. 






T he World Cup has seen so many 

thrilling encounters through the years 
that it would be impossible to detail 
each and every one of them. Here we indulge 
in a few samples 


SCORELINE: BRAZIL 5, SWEDEN 2 

DATE: JUNE 29,19S8. 

VENUE: RASUNDA STADIUM, STOCKHOLM 

O N the day of the final, it rained in 

Stockholm. And it sort of dampened the 
spirit of the Swedish people. This was 
further accentuated by the World Cup 
committee which ruled that the Swedes could not bring 
cheerleaders to the pitch. Lacking dirertion and 
example, the crowd at the Rasunda Stadium was 
surprisingly quiet. 











But they liad good things to cheer about soon. 
Within four minutes of the start of the match, they 
drew first blood. Liedlom received the ball from Grcn 
and with exiremp fluency, dribbled his way past two 
Brazilian defenders in the penalty Iwx and beat the 
calm Gilmar with a low, strong shot into the right hand 
comer. It was the first time in the '58 World Cup that 
Brazil was a goal down. The prevalent thinking was 
that Brazil, a team of individual brilliance, tended to 
collapse under pressure. So the Swedes' match plan 
was to score as quickly as possible. They succeeded in 
this strategy, except that the Braziliansdid not panic. In 
fact, they kxtked serene and comptiscd. 




And within six minutes, they drew level, thanks to 
the ever alert Garrincha. Reedving the ball from Zito, 
on the right wing, he sped down with great speed. The 
Swedes, Parling and Axbom, challenged him but with a 
fantastic swerve, and swift acceleration he went past 
them. He reached the line and centred. Vava received 
the bail and sent a scorcher into the net, (l-l). 

The game sec-sawed from end to end. Peic hit a shot 
that crashed into the jKist. Then the Swedes attacked 
and Zagalo saved a goal by heading the ball away from 
almost under the Brazilian bar. 

But after thirty-two minutes, it was the Brazilians 
who shot into the lead. It was the same combination of 
Garrincha and Vava, (2-1). 

And as the minutes ticked past, slowly, the Brazilians 
were taking the upper hand. It was clear that the 
Swedes were losing the Irattle in the midfield and 
Garrincha on the right wing was virtually unstoppable 
Then Pele sealed Sweden's fate ten minutes after half 
time, with a classic goal. He caught a high ball in the 
heavily crowded fienalty box on his thigh, and then he 
htK)ked it over his head, whirled around and volleyed 
powerfully past Svensson the goalkeeper (3-1). 

Now the Brazilians were going on the rampage. Zito 
and Didi were switching flanks at will, Pele and Vava 
were always probing. The result: with thirteen minutes 
left, Zagalo went past Boerjesson, then Bergmark and 
shot the fourth. He knelt on the ground with tears of joy 
streaming down his face. The Brazilian supporters in 
the stands kept up an incessant shout of 'Samba, 

Samba' but the Swedes managed to pull one back when 
Agne Simmonson thum|X’d the ball into the net (4-2). 

But the brilliant Pele replied immediately with 
Brazil's Fifth. 

The World Cup was Brazil's at long last and there was 
no doubt in any soca’r follower's mind that the finest 
team on earth had won the Cup. 


SCORELiNE: BRAZILS, 
CZECHOSLOVAKIA 1 


DATE; JUNE 17TH,19SZ 

VENUE: NATIONAL STADIUM. SANTMOO. 

A S World champions, Brazil were the 
favourites going into the Final against 
Czechoslovakia. But this time, they were 
minus their star, Pele. who had pulled a 
muscle during their quarter final match against 
England. 

And like the previous World Cup, it was the Cz.echs 
who scored first. After sixteen minutes, Scherer, deep 
on the right, ran down, looked up and timed his 
diagonal pass so well and Masopust also judged his run 
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so finely, that he split the defence, collected the ball, 
and then with superb calm, struck the ball past Gilmar 
with his left foot, (1-0). 

But once again, the Brazilians struck back fast. And 
this time, the executioner was Amariide who was 
substituting for Pelc. He beat the sturdy Pluskal, and 
then advanced on to the brilliant Czech goalkeeper 
Schroiff on the left goal line. The question now was: 
what would Amarildo do? Wottld he shoot for the near 
post or the far post? Or would he pul! the ball back? 
Schroiff took a gamble: He decided to close the gap on 
the right post, leaving a wide open space on the left. 
And it was a gamble that turned out to be a fateful 
mistake. Because Amarildo took the long shot, and the 
ball flew into the corner, striking the side netting Goal! 
( 1 - 1 ). 

In the second half, it seemed that the Briizilians went 
into their shell. The Czechs took charge ol the match. 
Kadraba took a shttt; Jelinek too took another, but no 
goals were scored. But then, in the 69th minute, the 
Brazilians struck in their brilliant fashion. And itnce 
again, it was Amarildo. lie was boxed in on the left side 
goal line, but with a galvanic turn from left to right, he 
centred a beautiful lob across the exposed goal and 
there was Zito to head into the empty net (2-1). 

It was all but over, but the Brazilians made sure that 
they plunged the knife in a little deeper. Thirteen 
minutes from the end, Djalma Santos sent a ball 
bouncing high up into the sun. And as goalkeeper 
Schroiff got ready to collect the ball, the sunlight 
dazzled him and the ball touched his fingers and fell to 
the ground and there was Vava to kick it in (3-i). 

In losing Peie, everybody thought that Brazil was 
handicapped. But the tall Amarildo filled the great 
Brazilian's shoes with panache, and deservedly, the 
team lifted the Cup for the second lime. 



SCORELINE: ENGLAND 4, WEST 
GERMANY 2 

OATF JULY :tCTH, 1966 

VENUE: WEMBLEY STADIUM, LONDON 

1 “^ NGLAND playing a World Cup final in 

London! What more can a nation want? But 
’ barely had the spectators got settled into their 
—i seals, Germany stunned the crowd with a 
goal. And this occurred because of a mis-pass. Ray 
Wilson, ill a most surprising mistake, headed Held's 
left-wing cross straight to the 
Icei of the lurking Haller 
on the far post. The German 
coni rolled the ball crisply 
and drove it low and wide across 

DO 



Gordan Banks, into the left-hand corner. A stunning 1 -O 
lead lor Germany. 

But the sun only set on the British Empire for about 
six minutes. Because England scored immediately. 
Overath fouled Bobby Moore. The English captain, in a 
surfirising move, look a quick, long, curling free kick 
from the left. Hurst, timing his run immaculately ran in 
from the right to head the ball past goalkeeper 
Tilkowski (1-1). 

The minutes licked away. The crowd became restive. 
The teams were also getting eager and it was England 
who broke the stalemate. Allan Ball thumped the ball 
into Tilkowski who pushed it over the goal line. A 
corner was taken, by Alan Ball, who send it across to 
Geoff Hurst, who immediately took a shot. Weber 
managed to block the ball and it rose tanialisingly into 
the air. It was Marlin Peters who tapped the ball in. 


W N 




48 





(2-1). The supporters went cra/y. Bui withGermany, won the World Cup before; now they must win it again, 
who never give up, the match was far from being over. “Look at them," he said, indicating the weary 
In the last minute of regular time. Held and Jackie Germans, "They're finished." 

Charlton jumped for a header. The Swiss referee Herr The match started once again and England had quite 
Dienst. blew the whistle for a free kick for Germany. a few chances but Tilkowski the goalkeeper defended 
Charlton had fouled Held. This was on the left, just well. Then in the hundredth minute of the match, a 

outside the penalty box. The German forward, the tall long, excellent pass to the right wing by Stiles saw Ball 

and handsome Emmerich, took a leftfooted shot, getting the ball again. He centred and this time, Geoff 

which hit S<'hnellinger on the back, was sent across the Hurst received the ball near the far post and sent in a 
goal-mouth by Held and then Weber drove it home past lurious right-footer. Tilkowski had no chance. It tore 
the lunging Wilson and the diving goalkeeper Gordon past him, hit the underside of the bar and bounced 
Banks, to equalise. (2-2). down. Roger Hunt stood in front of the goal, with arms 

There was a break now for extra time. The players ; raised, not taking the trouble of applying the coup de 
were all sprawled on the ground tired, less by the effort grace because he was sure that the ball had crossed the 

than by the tension of it all. England manager Sir Alf line. 

Ramsey strode on to the pilch, in his trademark blue But this goal was one of the most controversial in 

tracksuit. He told the English team that they had not World Cup history. The Germans protested that the ball 
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had nol crossed the line. The Swiss referee was also not 
sure. He ran to consult the linesman, a Russian by the 
name of Bakhraniov. The linesman jerked the flag with 
great emphasis towards the centre line, indicating that 
it was a goal. (3-2). 

The controversy did nol die down despite repeated 
TV replays. Because, people txtuld not say for sure 
whether the ball had crossed the line or not. 

The fiermans went on to a furious attack. They 
desperately needed to score. England defended 
bravely, and there were now gaps in the German 
defence. In the last seconds before the end of the game, 
Moore sent a long pass t hat send Hurst 
through, and this time, there was no mistake. 

(4-2). England were 
the winners of the World Cup 
and Geoff Hurst became 
the only ftMttball player in history 
u» score a hat-trick in the final. 



SCORELINE: BRAZIL 1 ENGLAND 0 

JUNE 7,1970 

VENUE: JAiLSCO STADIUM, GUADALAJARA 

T his was the meeting of champions. England as 
the holders and Brazil, the former holders. This 
was without doubt the match of the qualifying 
rounds. But the match became folklore when 
Gordon Banks made a save that is now considered to be 
the greatest save in World Cup history. This came in the 
tenth minute of the game. 

The groundwork was done by Jairzinho, who zoomed 
down the right flank, with such speed and 
verve, and centred perfectly. Pele colleaed the ball and 
headed the ball down hard, on the bounce, inside the 
left post and he had already shouted "Goal!" But 
Banks, who was moving the other way, in a splendid 
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The most seiisational boginning of any Worid Coo final: Johann 
Naoskons scores for Holland as the German goalkeeiMr Sepp Maier 
goos the wroim way. This goal was scored in the firet minute of the 
match and no Garman had touched the bail at all, except to collect it 
from the net 



acrobatic swcrvt, managed to dive back artd flicked the 
ball one-handed over the bar. 

The heat was having its effect on the English team 
and each player lost about ten pounds in weight. But 
they never really were abl(' to make any deep inroads 
into the Brazilian half. Fourteen minutes into the 
second half, Brazil scored the only goal of the match. 
Tostao collected the ball, dribbled his way past English 
defenders including the experienced Bobby Moore, 
and then passed to Pele in the goalmouth. The Black 
Diamond, without much thought, and mostly by 
instinct, passed the ball beautifully to the right, only to 
have that brilliant winger, Jairzinht), run in to score. 
This lime Gordan Banks had no chance. 
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SCORELINE: WEST GERMANY 2, 
HOLUND t 


DATE; JULY 7TH, t974. 

VENUE: OLYMm CTAORIIi 

O final had such a breathtaking beginning as 
this one. The referee blew the whistle and 
the Dutch team immediately began to play 
possession football. They passed from one to 
the other, a total of fiteen passes, at the end of which, 
Cruyff got the ball and began a long, swerving run to 
the goal. He went around Berti Vogts (present German 
manager) and went straight into the penalty box. 
Cruyff's move was so sudden and ferocious, that the 
German defence was caught totally off-guard. There 
was no option but to trip him and Hoeness had to do the 
dirty work. The result: a penalty. 

Johann Necskens took a right-footed shot. The ball 
zoomed in towards the right side of the goal, while the 
hapless goalkeeper Sepp Maier moved to the left. (1-0). 

. Germany was rocked back on its heels. The partisan 
crowd was stunned into silence. This was a dream start 
that any team could hope for, playing against a countrv 
in front of its home crowd. For the nexty twenty-five 
minutes, the Dutch simply dazzled the Germans with a 
scries of moves. They made pretty patterns but few 
scoring opportunities. 

Ironically they also made their comeback through a 
penalty Young llolzenbcin, a left winger took a neat 
pass from Ovcraih and then set off along the wing. He 
cut into the penalty box, and was tripjied by Jansen. 
Penalty for Germany. 

The calm and unflappable Paul Breitner scored the 
penalty and the tide had turned once again. 

Therealter, Germany mounted a scries of attacks, 
liven Cruyff's shadow, Berti Vogts also tewk a chance at 
goal, Beckenbauer sent m a curving free kick, which 
the Dutch goalkeeper, .longblocd, just managed to claw 
over the bar. 

The stalemate continued for 4 J minutes. And then 
Germany scored through Gerd Muller, his 68th goal for 
West (iermany and the most important of his career. 

Grabowski started the movement with a pass uji the 
right to Bonhof, whose speed and power took him past 
Haan on the outside. He passed to Mullc’’ who banged it 
past Jongbloed (2-1). 

The match continued but both sides could no longer 
score any goals. And a thought arose in the mind for the 
talented but luckless Dutch; Was that first minute 
penalty, in the end, a poisoned gift? Whatever it was, 
the final was one of the more dramatic ones in the 
history of the World Cup. ■ 
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They have the 
reputation and 
ammunition to 
qualify from this 
tough group to 
make this 
another magical 
tournament 


C 


AMf'ROON IS ihf only AIncan 


nation to have qualified for two 


suctessivc World Cups — Italia '90 


and now the World Cup USA '94 


Overall, it is Cameroon's third World ( up So 


far in their previous appearances they have 


played eight won tluec, drawn three and lost 


two matches They have scored eight and 


conceded ten goals 


Cdineioon will need all their light mg 


spirit and skill to survive in the gioup ol 


death ( ametoon is m gioiiii B along with 


Brazil Russia and Sweden and he net 


lualification for the second lound may he 


tough 


t aincroon kick off against Sweden on Iiiiic 


19 at I os Angeles in a late night 


match They next 




The query that 
arises is, will history 
repeat itself this 
summer'^ At Italy, 
Cameroon stunned 
Argentina 1-0, 
trounced Rumania 
2-0 and Columbia 2-0 
to reach the quarter 
finals before losing 
2 iioFngland after 
an epic si niggle 

Known as the 
Indomiiable I ions. 


sauAo 


Goalksaperr loseph-Aniuine Belt, lacqucs 
Songo O Oafendsrr Victor Ndip-Akem, Benin 
Ebwelle, Jean Claude Pagal Stephen Taiaw, 
Alphonse Yombe Midfisidan: David Embe, 
Jacob Ewane, Andre Kana-Biyik, Cyrille 
Makanakay, Emile Mbouh Mboiiti, Guy-Noel 
Tapoko. Strikwi. Ernest EIxmgue Kessang 
Mabaong, Joseph Mbarga, Richard 
Nyok-Yanga, Francois Oman-Biyil Alphonse 
Tchanu 

Ma nn ar Henn Michel 
Bom Oaoher28th, 1947 
Appointed lanuary, '94 


play Brazil at San 
Francisco on lime 24 
Foui days later, they 
lake on Russia also at 
San Francisco 
Cameroon have the 
advantage ol staying 
in the same unit* zone 
and so they will have 
no acclimatisation 
problems 


11 Cameroon comes 
second in Group B, 
they will meet the 





























runners up of Group F, 
either Belgium, or Holland at Dallas on July 3 
at mid-day. In case they finish third they 
could meet the winners of Group C, which 
could be Germany or the winners of Group D, 
which would probably be Argentina, ai 
Boston on July 5. So in either case, it seems 
unlikely that Cameroon will go beyond the 
second round, unless they create some majttr 
upsets. 

Reaching the World Cup finals was a 
creditable enough performance from 
Cameroon. Prior to the vital qualifying ! 

matches, the team was selected in an archaic 
manner, by an eleven man selection 
committee as the team did not have a 
recognised coach. The Cameroon Soccer 
Federation is virtually bankrupt, facilities arc 
non-existant and to top it all the central 
African country has a shattered economy. 

It was the sheer talent and will power of 
their players which enabled tliem to qualify 
for the World Cup finals. Francois 
Omam-Biyik who scored the opening goal in 
the 1 ^90 World Cup finals, is hack as the 
spearhead ol the attack. 

Many ot the other players ate Irtmi 
piofessittnal F.uropean leagues. Goalkeeper 
Antoine Bell plays for Si. Etienne in France, 
and the lough tackling midlielder Jean Claude 
I’agal plays for Martigues in France, midfield 
dynamo Andre Kana-Biyik also plays for a 
French ilub, I.e Havre. They have a new 
French roach Henri Michel, who led the 
Freni h team to the gold medal at the 1984 Los 
Angeles Olympics. 

Cameroon will play an attacking 4-3-3 
lormalion. The team is a good blend of youth 
and experience. If they can avoid internal 
strife and maintain their team spirit, 

Cameroon could go far. But there could be 
trouble ahead as the country's president, Paul 
Biya an ardent football fan, insists that 
42-year-old, Roger Milla should be in the 
squad for USA. Coach Henri Michel is not too 
impressed with Milla who has not played 
competitively for two years. Veteran 
goalkeeper Thomas N' Kono is also hoping to 
stage a comeback. He feels that age is no bar 
and that fitness is what matters. Michel has 
recalled the 1990 World Cup veteran 
midfielders Cyrillc Makanaky, Emile 
Mbouh-Mbouh and forward Ernest Ebongue. 
But Milla and N' Kono, continue to disinterest 
him. • 



• roionspoHi 

CaimriMMiraliMlwavilvon 
CyrilleMskuaky.a 
ffliiHielder wbo leavaa his 
opponants bemasad by bis 
sudden bursts of speed winner in midfield with a fierce tackle. He can 
take a lot of work and is a good motivator and 
fighter. 

Cyrille Makanaky: aged 28 years. Has 
returned to the national team after an absence 
of two years.He is a gifted ball player who can 
beat opponents by sudden bursts of speed. He 
also joins up well with his attackers. 

Andra Kana Biyik: aged 32 years. Nine 
months younger to elder brother Omam Biyik 
he is an useful mid-fielder. 


PHlJKH'iHAPHS 

COLOHSPOHT/OLYMPIA 


Players to watch; 


Jaan Clauda Pagat: aged 29 years. Bail 
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Hitbythefattof 
Communism and 
a player revolt, 
they will struggle 
to qualify from 
this "group of 
death." 

•• 


R ussia, heirs to the erstwhile USSR, 
are on paper, a formidable 
unit. Several erstwhile Soviet 
internationals realised the need to 
play high calibre events like the World 

Cup and European _ 

Championships and 

so opted for R iissia jHHHHHHlIli 

rather than the GoaikaaparstDimitrY Kh 

Ukraine or Georgia. Seigei Ovchinninkmov; 

The experts knew 

that R ussia, as the Tsveiba; Rashid Rakhim 

natural successor to Vladimir c 

ih,.riccD^r.. 4 ,K,.r'Tc UMBaWarr Omari Tetra 

the USSR and the CIS seigi Kandaurov; VIctoi 

would be granted the Tsymhalar; Andrei Pyati 

right to take over the Wmttry Popov; Bakhva 

e. . , . . Kosolapov; Dmury Kura 

Soviet s place m the \^adimir Tatar^uk; Ole 

draw for the 1994 f orw ai d a: Alexander Boi 

World Cup q ualifiers Nldei»aus; Dmitry Radc 

Uk„i„e,G.„nilaa„d 

Byelorussia all have to Pavel Sadyrln Bom Sep 
wait till the the 1998 Appointed July, '92 
World Cup. __ 



GoaikaaparsiDimitrY Kharin; ZaurKhapov; 
Seigci Ovchinninkmov; Staindav Cherchesov. 
Oafandm Dmitry Galyamin; Dmitry Khlestov; 
Vurl Nikiforov; Vladislav Temavsky; Akhrik 
Tsveiba; Rashid Rakhimov; Sergei Corlokovich; 
Yuri Koviun; Vladimir Geraschenko. 
MMMdart; Omari Tetradze; Seigei Mandreko; 
Seigi Kandaurov; Victor Onopko; Iliya 
Tsymhalar; Andrei Pyatnitsky; Igor Ledyakhov; 
Dimitry Popov; BakhvaTedeyev; Alexy 
Kosolapov; Dmitry Kuznetsov; t^rKorneyev; 
VladimirTatarchuk; Oleg Veretennikov; 
Forwards: Alexander Borodyuk; Vladitoir 
NideiKsus; Dmitry Radchenko; Sergei Yuran; 
Dimitry Cheryshev; Victor Panchenko; Oleg 
Salenko; Vladimir Beschastnykh INmiigcn 
Pavel Sadyrin Bora September IS, 1942 
Appointed July,'92 


So players like Andrei 

Kanchelskis, one of the fastest wingers in the 
world and the sturdy defenders, Viktor 
Onopko and Dimitri Kuznetsov opted for 
Russia rather than their native Ukraine. 

__ However, 

rin; ZaurKhapov; disgruntlement with 

itaindav Cherchesov. their national coach 

P^vcl sadyrin, could 

v; Sergei Gorlokovich; mar R ussia's chances 

raschenko. in the World Cup. 

te; Seigei Mandreko; . 

Jnopko; Iliya Many of the 

tsky; Igor Ledyakhov; sophisticated Europe 

Si-Sfr Kmneyev; 

Veretennikov; Sadyrin tactically 

dyuk; ^adihiir naive, conservative 

a„d„u.„rda.ew.,h 

istnykh Mmagan modem football. They 

rniber 18,1942 Started a players' 

revolt by issuing an 

--- open letter asking for 


,'t; > V. 
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Sadyrin's replacement. However, the Russian 
Football Federation, rejected the players' 
demands and instead tried to compromise by 
offering them a lucrative bonus. They were 
promised £70,000 per player for winning the 
World Cup and graded amounts for each win 
in the final rounds. The players’ choice, 
Anatoli Byshoveis left for South Korea as 
their technical director and was hence 
unavailable to coach the Russian team. These 
two factors led to the revolt subsiding a bit. 
However, some star players like Kanchclskis 
still refuses to join the national squad and 
even now the team morale is not very high. 

If Russia come third in Grmip B, they ctnild 
meet either Germany, the possible winners of 
Group C, or Argentina the probable winners 
of Group D. As second position probables in 
Group B they could meet the runners- up of 
Group F, which could be either Holland or 
Belgium m the second round. So whatever 
the options, it does not seem like Russia will 
progress beyond the second round at USA this 
summer. 

It is doubtful if they will emidate their best 
ever World Cup performance, as the semi 
finalists in 1966. In their seven previous final 
appearances, USSR played 31 matches, won 
15, drew six, lost 10, scored 53 and conceded 
34 goals. Their best win was 6-0 versus 
Hungary in 1986 and their biggest defeat was 
the surprise 3-4 loss to Belgium the same year 
in spite of a hat-trick by striker Igor Belanov. 

Russia use a sweeper back and play in a 
flexible 1 -4-3-2 or 1 -3-4-2 formation. Vasily 
Kulkov who plays for Benfica in Portugal is an 
accomplished sweeper back. The 1992 and 
1993 Russian Footballer of the Year. Viktor 
Onopko, Dimitri Kuznetsov who plays for 
Espanol in Spain and Sergei Gorlukovich a 
regular with Bayer Leverkusen of Germany 
are their key defenders. Speedy forwards 
Sergei Yuran, and Sergei Kiriakov who has a 
passion for fast cars arc rated as t he best in 
Europe. If the team remains 
motivated ana clicks, they could be tfic dark 
horses of this World Cup. However, the 
paradox is that the absence of a fierce national 
spirit and dispute with the coach, may make 
the players icx) individualistic and lacklustre 
when the chips are down. Russia has the 
talent but maybe lacks the will to go all out 
and so the second round may be the end of 
their ambitions. # 



S»rg«i Yuran: ratsd as 
ona of the bast forwards in 
Europo, ho will hava to 
prove that he can withstand 
the pressures of playing in 
the World Cup 


PHOTOOHAl'hb 
COLORSPOR’/OLYMPIA 


Players to watch; 


Viktor Onopkocaged 24 years. Has a lot of bite 
in his tackles and intercepts well. A neat 
passer and good crosscr of the ball, Onopko is 
an accomplished player with good control. Is 
likely to play in the German Bundesliga after 
the World Cup. 

Sorgoi Yuran: aged 23 years. Excellent 
finisher and a perceptive runner with good 
control. Can glide into attacking positions and 
loves running into opposing defences. He 
could emerge as one of the stars of the World 
Cup if he can overcome his defect of waiting 
for situations to develop rather than 
instigating them. 

Dmitry Kbarin : He was coach Sadyrin's keeper 
when he coached CSKA Moscow, but the 
keeper has since left the Red Army team to 
join Chelsea, Kharin was an automatic choice 
for the squad especially after his performances 
against Ireland and Yuran. 
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•• 

Surprise winners 
of a qualifying 
group that had 
Bulgaria, France, 
Austria and 
Finland, they will 
need luck to 
prosper 


•• 



S WEDEN, the land of Volvos. Fjords, 
Abba. Borg and Edberg, has over the 
years produced some tiassy national 
football teams also They were 
runners up in the '58 World Cup which 
they hosted, finished 
third in '50, fourth in 
'38 and were 
quarterfmaiists m 
1934 and 1974 In the 
USA they make their 
ninth appearance in 
the World Cup fmal 
rounds and they have 
the talent to produce 
some noteworthy 
performances After 
all in the Coca Cola 
FIFA ranking, 

Sweden are ranked 
ninih just below 
Holland and Spam In 
iheir eight previous 
World Cup final 
appearanses Sweden 
has played 31 
matches won eleven 


drawn SIX and lost 14 scoring 49 goals and 
conceding 52 goals Their biggest win was a 
8-0 against Cuba in 1938 and their biggest 
defeat was a 1 7 loss to Brazil m 19S0 
Brazil have always been Sweden s 

nemesis In then five 
previous World t up 
encounters Sweden 
has nevei beaten 
Brazil and ironically 
for the second 
successive World Cup, 
they are in the same 
group In 1990, Brazil 
beat Sweden 2-1 in a 
group C match at 
Turin and in the '78 
World Cup in a group 
3 match, Sweden held 
Brazil 1 -1 Otherwise 
Brazil have defeated 
Sweden 5 2 in the 
1958 finals, 4-2 in the 
1938 third place 
play-off match and 
7-1 m 1950 This 
summer, Sweden 


SQUAD 


GoalkMptfK Thomas Ravelli (IFK Goteborg) 

Lars Enkssoli (IFK Norrkoping) Magnus 
Hedman (AIK) Pa ft w n l a iK Patrik Andersson 
(Borussia Monehengladbach), Joachim 
Bjorklund (IFK Goteborg), Jan Fnksson 
(Kaiserslautern), Roland Nilsson 
(Helsingborg) Pontus Kaatnark (IFK Goteborg) 
Roger Ljung (Galatasaray), Mikael Nilsson (IFK 
Goteborg) MklfhiMm: Klas Ingesson (PSV 
Eindhoven) Jonas Them (Napoli), Stefan 
Schwarz (Benfica), Stefan Rehn (IFK Goteborg), 
Anders Limpar (Evenon), Jesper Blomuvist 
(IFK Goteboig), HaakanMild (Servette) 

Stiikara: Henrik Larsson (Feyenuord), Tomas 
Brolln (Parma), Martin Dahlin (Borussia 
Monehengladbach), Kennet Andersson (Lille), 
Magnus Erlmgmark (IFK Goteborg) 

Manatier Tommy Svensson 
Born March4,1945 
ApjKiinted 1990 


P R 


E 
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takes on Brazil in their last Group B match 
at Detroit on June 28. 

Earlier in group B, Sweden start their 
campaign against Cameroon at Los Angeles 
on June 19 and the heat in the first half may 
suit the Lions of Africa. Next they meet Russia 
at Detroit on June 24. In the 1958 quarter 
finals. Sweden beat the erstwhile USSR 2-0. 
Sweden's coach, 49-year-old Tommy 
Svensson aims for four or six points from his 
opening two matches to ensure qualification 
for the next round. Bookmakers feel Sweden 
will come third in their group. But because of 
the Russian players' revolt, Sweden could 
come second in their group, as Russia might 
not be able to field their best team. 

Like many St andinavian teams, Sweden 
play with commitment, tactical discipline, are 
tight in their defence, rely on goals from 
set-pieces and quick breaks from their 
forwards. Speed, quick one-touch passing and 
cohesive team-work arc their forte. Front 
runners Tomas Brolm and, Sweden's current 
footballer-of-the-year Martin Dahlin have 
the pace, linesse and goal scoring ability to 
worry any defeiu e. 

In the midfield, Svensson banks on Anders 
Limpar, formerly of Arsenal and now of 
F.verton in the English premiei league, to 
provide the cieative spark. Stclan Schwarz 
expected to join Bayern Munich from Benfica 
next season, and lonasThcin are the midfield 
dynamos with score hing pace, hard tackling 
and poweful shots at goal. 

Sweden play in the 4-4-2 formation with 
emphasis on zonal marking. Svensson prefers 
a flat back-four. Custodian Thomas Ravelli 
has won over 100 caps and in the World Cup 
will become Sweden's most capped player 
breaking Bjorn Nordquist's national record of 
115 caps. Roland Nilsson formerly of Sheffield 
Wednesday, is a combative and skilful right 
back. Sweden performed dismally in 1990, 
losing all three group matches. However they 
have revamped their side, with emphasis on 
younger, athletic and more mobile players. 
They were semi finalists in the 1992 European 
championships and should be motivated 
enough to do well in the 1994 World Ctij). • 


Players to Watch: 


Tomas Brolin: aged 24 years. Chunky, 
explosive player with good speed and control. 
Plays for Parma in the Italian league and has 



Tomas Brolin : If he 
monoBOS to keep his cool, 
this complete player could 
pose a lot of difficulties to 
the opposing teams 


become a more complete player, as his 
distribution and game sense has improved 
rapidly and has the ability to shield and 
quickly turn with the ball. Lacks height but is 
a good goal poacher. His only drawback is that 
he b< comes mot>dy and drilts out of the game 
if things are not going well. 


Stefan Schwarz: aged 24 years. Considered 
one of Europe's best midfielders, he 
epitomises the Swedisli game of jiower, pace, 
strong tackling and quick passing in midfield. 
His left footers make him fearsome in free 
kicks and in goal scoring positions. Plays for 
Benfica in the Portuguese league but is being 
sought by both Bayern Munich and Arsenal 
for the next season. He is rated as a complete 
midfielder, strong in the tackle, good 
distributor and is valued at over $2 million. 


Profiles of the teams in 
Group C, D. E and F will 
appear in our next issue 
dated 15th June '94 


Roland Nilsson: aged to years, a right back of 
calibre rated the best in Europe in his position 
who tackles and intercepts well. He links well 
with the attack and is comfortable with the 
ball when moving up. An experienced 
defender, he always performs consistently. 
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World cup summarY 


Yew Vanua. 

Fhial 

Total Total 

Goals 


HhalhMt 



matchas goate 

fturccn 

goals 



YSSO UnigiMy UnigiMy4.^yrg«Rtiiui2 

-.1 'A 


: ■ 

1934 Kaly ttaly2,CzMhosiovakUi 


70 3.89 GuHtwmoStabiialArg} 8 


Angalg SoMavio (Italy) 

ttaly2,Czachoslovakla1 17 70 4.12 OtdrIchNaMiyfCzac) 

Edmond Conan (Gar) 


Italy 4, Hungary 2 


18 84 4.87 LaonkJasDa'SNva 




«^#MtaMand W. Garmany 3; Hungary 2 



5.38 Kocsis(Hung) 


Just Fontaina (Franca) 13 



1966 England England 



2.78 Eusabio (Portugal) 



1978 Argantina Argantl^ : 


1982 Spain Italy: 


1986 Mexico 


1990 Italy W.Garmanf 



38 102 2.68 Mario Kampas(Arg) 6 


y1 52 146^ 2.81 Paolo Rossi (Italy) 6 


Garmany 2 52 132^ 2M Gary Unaker (Eng) 6 


naO 52 115^ 2.21 SalvatoreSchlilaci(Italy) 6 



t Rnal group match 
^ Not including penalty shoot*outs 
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WORLD CUP INDEX 


H ighest number of goals 
scored by a team in the 
World Cup: Hungary-27 goals 
in five matches, 1954 in 
Switzerland. 

F ootballer who has 
played in the most World 
Cup tournaments: Antonio 
Karbajal of Mexico-5 World 
Cups in '50, '54, '58, '62, '66. 


T he country to have 
appeared in the World 
Cup Final the most number of 
times: West Germany who are 
the most successful country in 
the World Cup;six Finals 
(champions-thrice in 1954, 

1974, 1990; runners - up 
-thrice in 1966, 1982, 1986). 


T he only player to score a 
hat-trick in the World Cup 
Final match-.Geoff Hurst of 
England-3 goals against West. 
Germany, 1966. 


T he maximum numberof 
goals scored in a World 
Cup final round match: 12 
goals-Austria (7) vs 
Swilzerland(5) in 1954. 


M ost number of goals 
scored by a footballer in 
the World Cup: Gerd Muller 
of West Germany-14 goals 
(10 in the 1970 Mexico finals 
and 4 in the 1974 World Cup 
in West Germany). 

I IIGHEST numberof goals 
I 1 scored by a footballer in 
one World Cup: Just Fontaine 
of France-1 3 goals in the 1958 
finals in Sweden. 

' ■pHE only player to score in 
i all the final round matches 
in the World Cup: Jairzinho of 
Brazil-7 goals in six matches 
in Mondial '70 (2 against 
Czechoslovakia, one each 
against England and Romania 
in the group league; one 
against Peru in the quarters; 
one against Uruguay in the 
semis; one against Italy in the 
Final ) 
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B iggest victory; lo-i 
(Hungary vs El Salvador 
in the Espana '82 group 
league). 

T he country which 
remained unbeaten for 
the maximum number of 
matches in the World Cup: 
Brazil-13 matches (11 wins, 2 
draws) from 1956 to 1966. 
‘Brazil lost their first match in 
Pre-World Cup history when 
they were beaten by Bolivia 
on 25.7.93. They had not lost 
a single match in the 
Pre-World Cup in 63 years. 



F astest goal; Bryan 
Robson of England-27 
seconds, versus France in the 
1982 Espana. 


P eople who won the 
World Cup both as player 
and manager: Mario Zagalo of 
Brazil—^won the World Cup 
as a player in 1958 and as a 
manager in 1970. Franz 
Beckenbauer of West 
Germany-won the World 
Cup as a player in 1974 and as 
a coach in 1990. 

M anager who won the 
World Cup twice; 

Victorio Pozzo bf Italy-won 
iheCiipin 1934 and 1938. 

T he only player to play in i 

three World Cup winning j 
teams: Pele of Brazil-1958, 

'62, '70 (he also played in the 
1966 final). 



T he player who 
represented three 
countries in international 
football, but never played in 
the World Cup: Alfredo De 
Stefano who represented 
Argentina, Colombia and 
Spain. 

T eams that have won the 
World Cup having lost in 
an earlier round maieh: a) 
We.st Germany in 1954-lost in 
their second group league 
match against Hungary 3-8 
but beat the same team in the 
Pinal, b) West Germany in 
1974-lost to East Germany 
0-1. c) Argentina in 1978-lost 
to Poland 2-3. 


T he team which overcame 
the deficit of three goals to 
win a World Cup match; 
Portugal beat North Korea 5-3 
in the quarter-finals in 1966. 

T he goalkeeper who did 
not concede a goal for the 
longest time in World Cup 
history : Walter Zenga of 
Italy-518 minutes (from the 
first match vs Austria to the 
68th minute of the semis vs 
Argentina in the 14th World 
Cup), beating England's Peter 
Shilton's record of 501 
minutes (from 24 minutes vs 
France in the opening match 
at Espana '82 to 75 minutes in 
the first match in Mexico vs 
Portugal). 


1/K,> 
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I'll take you under my wing. 



The Air-lndia National Hockey Academy is just 
one example of Air-India's commitment to Indian 
sports llic Academy, situated in the famous 
National Stadium. Delhi, was launched m 1992. It 
has alicady produced 14 players who have 
represented India at Senior and Junior levels in 
international tournaments. 

Approximately 16 talented boys are selected every 
summer on an all-India basis by a committee of ’ 
cx-Olympian hockey players. The boys are provided 
training in the Academy by a team of professional 
coaches on synthetic turf, using modem sports 
medicine methods All boarding, lodging, training 
kit and education expenses will be borne by 
Air-India for the entire duration of the 3-year 
course, provided the trainees show matching 
dedication to the cause 

So if you have talent and burning ambition and are 
born after I 1.76, let the Maharajah take you under 
his wing. 

Trial schedule 

Oiy_ Venue Dates 

Bombay Hockey I Ith-13th June 


Hangaloie 

f'alciitta 


Venue 
Hockey 
Association 
Clround 
SAI Centre 
,SAI C'entrc 
.Salt l.ake 
National 
Stadium 


15th- 17th June 
19tn-21st June 

24th - 27th June 


Trainees from Hockey Associations of Bombay, 
Maharashtra. Goa, Vidarbha, M P , Bhopal, 
Madhya Bharat. Gujarat. Saurashtra and Rajasthan 
will report to Bombay 

Those from Kerala, Tamil Nadu, Karnataka, 
Andhra Pradesh, Hyderabad and Pondicherry to 
report to Bangalore 

Those from West Bengal, Bihar, Ons,sa, Manipur, 
Mi/oram and Assam to report to Calcutta. 

ITiose from Delhi, Punjab, Chandigarh, Haryana, 
U.P.. Jammu & Kashmir and Himachal Pradesh to 
report to Delhi, 

Before reporting for the selection trial, your name 
must be recommended by your State Hockey 
Association, which will reaimmend only the 6 best 
boys from that State. Trials will begin at 9.00 a.m. 
on the advertised dates The minimum educational 
requirement is that the trainee should be studying in 
the 10th standard Trainees should bring their age 
and educational certificates. The 6 trainees 
sponsored by each State will also be provided free 
boarding and lodging during trials at the trial venue. 








"Y^OUNGEST player to have played in the 
1 World Cup; Norman Whiteside of 
Northern Ireland-played his first match at the 
age of 17 versus Yugoslavia on 17.6.82. * This 
year's Pre-World Cup qualifiers saw Farooq 
A/iz of Pakistan playing his first match at the 
age of 15 years, 4 months and 28 days versus 
China. 


R ecord crowd attended in a World Cup 
match: 1,99,854-Brazil vs Uruguay in the 
1950 World Cup final at the Maracana Stadium. 

O NLY player to score goals in two 

successive World Cup Final matches: Vava 
of Brazil-scored 2 goals vs Sweden in the 1958 
final and netted one goal against 
Czechoslovakia in the 1962 final. • 


COMPILED BY 

HARI PRASAD CHATTOPADHYAY 




ROOHAFZA 

The natural fcivourite. For all seasons. 














JUNE I World Cup Chal¬ 
lenge, Brisbane vs Eng¬ 
land rugby league cham¬ 
pions, Sydney; IFA foot¬ 
ball league. 

JUNE 2: First Comhill 
Test England vs New 
Zealand, Trent Bridge; 
Alfred Dunhill Open golf, 
Belgium; IFA football 
league. 

JUNE 3: First Cornhill 
Test England vs New 
Zealand, Trent Bridge, 
Champion of Champions 
squash; World Cup track 
senes cycling, France; 
Alfred Dunhill Open golf, 
Belgium; IFA football 
league. 

JUNE 4 Belfast Games 
(athletics); Estonia vs 
Great Britain vs Sweden 
vs Finland, (Kuressaare), 
First Cornhill Test F.ng- 
land vs New Zealand. 
Trent Bridge, World Cup 
track series cycling, Fran¬ 
ce; Alfred Dunhill Open 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 



golf, Belgium, IFA foot¬ 
ball league 

JUNE S Multi-events 
athletics. First Cornhill 
Test England vs New 
Zealand. Trent Bridge, 


Milwaukee Wisconsin 
mottir racing; World Cup 
track series cycling, Fran¬ 
ce; Queens Cup polo, 
Windsor; Alfred Dunhill 
Open golf, Belgium; IFA 
football league 
JUNE 6. First Cornhill 
Test England vs New 
Zealand, Trent Bridge, 
Stella Artois men's ten¬ 
nis, Queen’s Club; IFA 
football league. 

JUNE 7 Benson fr 
Hedges Cup semifinal; 
Stella Artois men's ten¬ 
nis, Queen's Club, IFA 
football league. 

JUNE ft Rome Grand 
Prix. Stella Artois men's 
tennis, Queen's Club, 
IE.^ football league. 

JUNE Stella Artois 
men's tennis. Queen's 
Club; IFA loulball league 


JUNE 10 Stella Artois 
men's tennis. Queen's 
Club; IFA footitall league. 
JUNE M AAA Cham¬ 
pionships. Sheffield; 
International swimming 
meet, Cajiel (France); 
Stella Artois men’s ten¬ 
nis, Queen's Club, IFA 
lootball league 
JUNE 12 AAA Cham¬ 
pionships, Sheffield; 
Hong Kong women's 
open squash; Internatio¬ 
nal swimming meet, 
Canel (France); Stella 
Artois men's tennis. 
Queen's Club, Detroit 






IFORTNIGHT 



pruME 

BsSatM 


FRFNCH OPEN Prime Sports is proud to bring you the second 
event of the 1994 tennis Grand Pnx with the French 
Open live from Roland Garros in Pans Tune m and watih as 
the lop international tennis players battle it out for the famous 
Musketeers Cup 

1 /6 Live 2. JO pm 1ST Centre Court-2 men's singles 
quarterfinals 

J/6 Relay 1 .JO am 1ST Centre Court-ladies singls semifinals 
4/6 Relay I l.JOpm (J/6)-Ccntre Court-men's singles 
semifinal 

5/6Relay 11.JO pm (4/6) Centre Court-ladies singles finals fr 
men's doubles final 

VOLVO PGA GOLF Tune in to Prime Sports on 2 June at 5. JO pm 
for day J and on J June at 11 .JO pm and 5. JO pm for the final 
day at the Wentworth Golf Club 
GRAND PGIX. Prime Sports "Grand Prix Sunday" show 
continues this year when the 1994 Motorcycle world 
Championships makes another stop in Hockenheim, Germany 
FORMULA t RACING: Prime Sports bring you another exciting 
season of Formula 1 Racing from around the world. Tune in on 


1J June at 11 pm for the Canadian Grand Prix 

WWF 

Friday J: Wrestling Spotlight at 2.20 pm 
Saturday 4: Wrestling Mania at 4, JO pm 
Sunday S 

Wrestling Mania at 12. JO pm 
Friday 10; Wrestling Spotlight at l.JOpm 
Saturday 11: Wrestling Mania at l.JOpm 
Monday 1 J; Wrestling Spotlight at 9 am 
Tuesday 14: Wrestling Mania at 12 noon 
SOCCER: 

Wednesday I to 14: World Cup Classic at 7.J0 am and9.J0 am 

Friday J: The Asian FcKitball Show at 5.30 pm 

Saturday 4: Gillette World Cup Soccer at 8. JO am 

Monday 6: European Soccer Show at 11.30 pm 

'Tuesday 7: Gillette World Cup Soccer at 5 am 

Wednesday 8: Gillette World Cup Soccer at 6 pm 

Friday 10; The Asian Football Show at 5.30 pm 

and Gillette World Cup Soccer at 6 30 pm 

Saturday 11 • The Asian Football Show at 4.30 am 

and European Soccer Show at 6.30 pm 

Sunday 12: European Soccer Show at J.30 am 

and Futbal Miindial at 3. JO pm 

Monday 13. European Soccer Show at 12.30 pm 

All 'Timings in 1ST 










I T wouldn't suqirise an averagely 
informed Indian if he were told 
that Rabindranath Tagore 
introduced judo in this couritry and 
even wrote a song encouraging the 
fairer sex to take up this game. 
However, if the same person were told 
that our country had once almost 
jjJayed in the soccer World Cup, his 
reaction would probably be one of 
sheer disbelief. 

For long, wc have witnessed the 
ignominy our nation has suffered in 
the international football arena. Our 
reputation as the football superpower 
of Asia has been reduced from zenith 
to zilch. 

The year 1948 can be dubbed as the j 
wonder year of Indian football. The | 
national team went to London to ' 
take part in the Olympic Games. Some 
international matches were arranged 
as a part of the build-up for the 
Olympic Games and in one of them, 
the Indians trounced Hayes Soccer 
Club 4-1. Two days later, a strong 
North London outfit called Alexander 
Park were outclassed by a whopping 
margin of 8-2. This was followed by a 
convincing victory against Wales. 


During this time, the Indians were so 
rich in soccer talent that even the 
Olympic discards romped home 2-0 
against the 'Europeans' in Calcutta. 
Mohun Bagan and East Bengal 
remained unbeaten against the 
Australian and Chinese Olympic 
teams who were touring the city. At 
the Olympics, France beat India 2-1, 
but not before India played brilliantly, 
gaining two penalties, and exhibiting 
typical Indian hospitality they muffed 
up both the chances. 

It was at this juncture when the 
country received an invitation for the 
1950 World Cup. Sports critics led by 
Mr A.F.S. (Bobby) Talyarkhan 
whipped up public sentiment and 
concluded that our team stood no 
chance against the best in the world. 
Bobby Talyarkhan in the May 22nd, 

1950 issue of Hindustan Standard 
wrote, 'The yardstick of our soccer 
measurement must be the best we 
could do against crack peace-time 
Army outfits of the pre-independence 
period, some of them equal in 
standard to the Second Division sides 

in England.that a country 

unaccustomed to football boots can 


TOEyRE SROXE ! 

•nffiy WANT US TO 
MAKE A'PADAY/trRA* 

JO RIO." 


AHTHUH CAHOO/0 


...And BAY WITH 

SONECaDSHEas'/ 

i 



never expect to get anywhere against 
those who would never dream of 
playing except in the only correct 
manner...At the present time, wc are 
only providing a holiday trip to Rio for 
a handful of our countrymen of 
whom the manager will surely have 
the most pleasing part t>f the tour.' On 
24th May, 1950 Mr.Moinul Haq, the 
president of the AIFF announced 
India's withdrawal from the Cup, 
succumbing to relentless pressure 
from the critics. The organisers at Rio 
were magnanimous enough to offer 
India two-way passage fare, therefore 
saving Rs. 40,000 and the country was 
clubbed in a relatively easy pool with 
Italy, Sweden and Paraguay. 

However, all this did nothing to 
change the mind of our officials and 
the army of critics who cited financial 
difficulties, lack of preparation and 
most importantly 'barefeet' as the 
raison de eire behind the withdrawal. 

Forty-four years hence, nothing 
seems to have changed. Today when 
the AIFF IS financially capable of 
sending players abroad, the Indian 
team is a shining example of 
non-performance. Mr.Priya Ranjan 
Dasmunshi demands that the 
government must clear the team for 
the 1994 Hisoshima Asiad. How Mr. 
Dasmunshi can come up with such 
preposterous requests is beyond 
comprehension, considering India is 
now ranked much below Myanmar in 
the International Soccer ratings list 
and things have reached a point 
where we are even unsure of a SAF 
Games gold medal. 

It's sad that when we had the 
opportunity to ensure that the likes of 
Sailen Manna, Mahabir Prasad, 

Raman and Bhardwaj rub shoulders 
with the likes of Zizinho, Varela, 
Ghiggia and Stanley Matthews, we 
conveniently messed up with the silly 
pretext of 'barefoot football'. 

But then what more can we expea 
in a country where the president of 
the AIFF decides to marry at the 
tender age of 48, and his marriage 
celebrations play havoc with the 
schedule of the country's premier 
football tournament ? • 

Parnab Mukherjee 
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Power packed low smoke new Castrol JETTX (Japanese Engjm 
Tedinology TWo-stroke oil for Xceflent performance) tor instant take ofb. 
Especiaiiy formulated for today's compact, filgh speed, high performoKe, 
hi(^ tech Jaffflnese engine motorcycles and scooters. 



New Castrol JETTX contains 3 unique components: 

POWER X : A synthetic base for clean, smokeless bum. No 
carbon deposits. Therefore, more power . 

CA8TROLUBE 90: For better lubricity even under grueUing 
conditions. 

TRIPLE ADDITIVE SYSTEM: Reduces friction, wear & tear. 
Enhances engine cleanliness. Ensures stqterior engine protecfon, . 




tongdr engitw life and smooth. troubi»4ree performanoe .. 


So ahead. Zi$ other ridws. Stet off to a flying start wifli 
Casbol iffiTTX. And ieeve Ste teM snw 

aeMwrew tew Cwert Jgnx w i Wtw^, 

SM sS wW SIS IS toewiw A«to. Awenwy siMae 

amWIN rioa wiMit e t l is | ?T s eea s.l towi Mt M . awwM,*i ii e B B ttew a i, fHi i s e t, . 

'TmpOIs 








Akurdi PuNe4U:03 






















Another year, another unbeatable performance at the 37th All India Motor Race Meet, Sriperumbudur, 
1994. 

RED THUNDER... the invincible drivers and high-powered speed machines of TEAM MRP in blazing red 
established their tenacious supremacy once again. 

Winning for you - lap after lap, race after roce, blazing past competition, streaking past the chequered 
flag... proving, reasserting the unassailable superiority of MRP tyres, the tyres with muscle. Ensuring a 


4 - Wheeler Category Winners 


tougher, safer performance on the Indian roads. 


Overall Grand Prix Champions; 


F3 cars ; J.Anand 
FISSMEcars : Akbar Ebrahim. 


2 - Wheeler Category 

Winners 

MOTORCYCLES 

Gr ‘C 110 CC (5 Laps)- Armon Trophy 

1 M.R RAIKUMAR 

Cr 'C 110 CC (5 Laps) Cenligo Trophy 

1 M.R.RAJKUMAR 

Gr 'C' 350 CC (5 Laps) TTK Trophy 

1 R DEVENDRA 

Gr 'C 125 CC (5 Laps) Escorts Trophy 

2 MR RAJENDRA 

1 MR RAJKUMAR 

Gr 'C 110 CC (10 Laps) mini GP 

Ro/on Trophy 

1 M.R. RAIKUMAR 

Gr 'A' 125 CC |5 Lops) Rolon Trophy 

1, M R. RAJKUMAR 

Gr 'A' 125 CC (5 Laps) Rolort Trophy 

2. ASPI BHATHENA 
l.M.R RAJKUJVLAR 

Gr 'A' 125 CC (5Lap$) fscor/s Trophy 

2. ASPI BHATHENA 

1 M.R. RAJKUMAR 


FISSA4E (5 Laps) - Rams Automotive 
Trophy 

1. AKBAR EBRAHIM 

FISSME (5 Laps) - Phil 4 Mory 

Clubwala Jadhav Trophy 

1 AKBAR EBRAHIM 

2 NARAIN KUMAR 

FISSME (10 Laps) - lakshmi Card 
Clothing Trophy 

1 AKBAR EBRAHIM 

2 NARAIN KUMAR 

FISSME (10 Laps)mini GP - 
Jem Bathena Memorial Trophy 

1 AKBAR EBRAHIM 

FF 1600 (5 Laps) Motor Indio Trophy 

I. RUSSEL INGAa 

FF 1600(10Laps)miniGP 

AVT Premium Tea Trophy 

1. RUSSEL INGALL 

F3 (5 Laps) - MRF Trophy 

l.J ANAND 

2 JAMIE SPENCE 

F3 (10 Laps)mini GP 

McDowell Trophy 

l.j, ANAND 

2 LEELA KRISHNAN 

F3 (10 Laps)mini GP 

McDowell Trophy 

1 JAMIE SPENCE 
2.J ANAND 
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SEf<vO f'PlDt- 


m 


EWINEOIL 


IHOUniBIO 

SIEPMIO 


SBKVO'S SHOES 
SHOlU FIRSr lEUIN 
nWEEROOOHOS. 


Wlifi fM iavtiM •vac 408 illlaraat lafepicaata aai iraaaaa, thapa’a ppaciaaa littia 
cenpatitaps caa la (aicapt, MayOa, taka tkaip kata aft ta MffVOI). Taday, aaa aat al avapy 
twa vakiclaa ia laiia paaa aa SMVO. la fact, aapaplap taekaalaiy paaa way 

kayend natapcyclaa, acaatapa, eapa, vaaa, Jaapa, tpaeka, kaaaa aad tpaatapa. ^I^lllkat 
laat lata yaar cap ia actually tka lakpicatlai lapca kakiad tka arapid'a lappaat pail aatarapk. Tka 
kraad that atvaa savapa pawap ta yaup kikai|^||^ai8a kaapa ladia'a lataat apaiy taaka flfktlai 
vlPtually aiavaa tka^^ \wkaal8 al ladlaa ladaatpy. Wltk avap 488 diftapaat 
ipadaa al lukpicaata aad ipaaaaa aad 8,000 patpal atatlaaa acpaaa tka caaatpy. wa*va caaia 
a lauf way. Balapa taaaiai thalp kata lata tka plap, aup aawly-appivad fPlaada kava a lIttIa kit 
al catckiai-ap ta da. Caaspatiaa caa caaia latap. 
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WorldCup WORLD €UP 

ySAM COUNTDOWN 
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Olfs here M last! The1$94 Wortd 
Cup. Twaifty four teama WHf piay 
52 mateltas in nine US cities 


Francisco;Ort^i^ Soeto^^^ 
Washmgton Dt and W 
defending champions Sermany playing 
Bolivia in Chic^,#^iine 17, On didy 17* 
the final match at Bose Bowl, Los Angeles 
will decide the world champions. So a^ ^ , 
this second part of our a-part World Gop 
countdown and see how easi 
tournament becomes. In this issue, we 
profile the possible stars of USA and 
make predictions on tpams while 


strengths We also lookMck 
classic matches and World Cup legends. 

Also: A Wimfeiedc^Pireviiir, 

' ' ,, r;. 

, Cofn^jatwfBihtWsSMw'WwiWii^^^^ ■■ ' i'"' 

NovyK«iatte.SttohwbSa(^ltobin' 

, Covaf.fay9ha?|(afOw/SuBm'^^ ' \ ■ ‘ vC’.'-v 

V VVortdCupphotoer^)ha byCotorBpott/ Otympla. 




CWMr Marour A|ilShw\'ft»tauifi 


raowviQanQpnnHpiot 











V "• '1 t' '•■'K 


The \\ orid ( up will have d 
til pidaxy of stors. VV t' prcscnl 
^ ihose who could shine 
hriphter than ihe rest 









Zagat; Brazil's lata it 
Maxico'tgatn 


Alves) 

p^ -omNocn ' 


born. 

CAREER; 

(Mexico) 


HONOURS; 

Mexican champion- 

JONcSi’SJi, 

Cup-93 (Mexico) 
memational debut: 


LUIS ROBERTO ALVES 
(Mexico) 

NY BrazLUan footballer worth his 
salt would kidc himself if he gave 
up a chance to play for his country. 


ut not Lute Roberto 


Alves—better known in Mexico as 'Zague', or 
'2^gulnho'. Zague Is not a mediocre 
footbaUer. He is a good one and he intends to 
prove that at USA'94. He gave glimpses of his 
talent in the '93 Central and North American 
(CONCACAP) Gold Cup, much to the regret 
of Brazilian coach Alberto Parreira and the 
surprise of the Brazilian media • 

Zague is an imposing presence in Mexican 
football and it is not always due to his talented 


di^lays. He is the tallest member of the 
Mexican squad and looks and sounds 
Brazilian. Zague grew up in 
Portuguese-speaking Brazil,though he was 
born in Mexico City. 

Growing up in Brazil and playing football 
there, Zague's talent soon began to manifest 
itself. His nickname changed to Zaguinho 
(after his father) and then to Zague after his 
father's (who was a former player himself) 
retirement. 

Zague has blossomed as a reliable defender 


for Mexico and has quickly formed a 


■ successful alliance with striker Hugo Sanchez, 
thus reinforcing former coach Cesar 
Alves) Luis Menotti's (former coach of 
■NDEfi Argentina) faith in him. With his 22 
internationals already having fetched 
hampion- him 15 goals, Zague is sure to be a 
i 985; regular for the Mexican side. Happily for 

■P (^Id him, Menotti's successor, Miguel Mejia 

aldrt^uf has reiterated his faith in Zague. 

The World Cup may prove that Brazil's 
loss may well be Mexico's gain 0 









ROBERTO BAGGIO (Italy) 


I F 1986 was Diego Maradona's World 
Cup, then the critics—and millions of 
Italian fans—believe that USA '94 is 
going to be dominated by Italy's Roberto 
Baggio. It was during Italia '90 that Baggio had 
served ample notice of his potential to the 
world, and since then his reputation has gone 
only one way-up. 

Such was Baggio's dominance in the 
European circuit and in the Italian league last 
year, that he was voted 1993 European 
Footballer of the Year, an honour that also 
iaw him earn the distinction of World 
Footballer of the Year. 

Baggio's rare talent is not an incidental 
phenomenon. France's Jean Pierre Papin 
declared that, "Baggio belongs to that rare 
category of footballers who are able to do 
whatever they want with the ball at their feet." 

Yet for all his talents, Baggio's career started 
rather shakily when he missed an entire 
season following serious knee injuries. There. 
followed a period of temporary recovery, but 
as soon as he was transferred to Fiorentina, he 
broke down again. A second knee operation 
proved to be successful and Baggio was on his 
feet again. 

But his problems did not end there. There 
was more drama when Fiorentina facing a 
serious cash crunch, were forced to sell Baggio 
to Juventtis in 1990. The move angered his 
fans and for two whole days, there was riots in 
Florence. Baggio himself was hurt by the 
action and, when 

after six months, he «l 3 ll.TO 

was asked to take a R.O®® i 

penalty against 
Fiorentina, he 

refused The refusal BOR**'- ^967, 

led to his substitution 

in the game and he ^rossi 

came out weanng-a \982-R5 

Fiorentina scarf. VVccn*» 

These are shades of 
the man and not the 

footballer who had been transferred for a then 
world record fee of $11 million. It was at Italia 
'90 that Baggio showed why he commands 
such an enormous price tag. Although he 
didn't play in the first two games, he came 
back to score the best individual goal of the 
tournament against Czechoslovakia. 





VVccn** 


hohouR® 


Baggio: the world'i boat 
fwifiailar will be raailyto 
show bis ailkv skills 


Suddenly he had become the golden boy of 
Italian football! 

It is hard to classify Baggio's talents. There 
are times when he is the ideal midfielder but 
then again, small in height and in build, he 
can also moonlight as a lethal striker. In USA 
'94, he might be given a free rein during Italy's 
matches, a tactical move which only endorses 
his prodigious talent. 

There is no doubt that Baggio will be a big 
hit with the Italian immigrants in America 
and perhaps also with one Italian woman: 
Madonna Louise Ciccone. As the Material Girl 
said after his goal against Czechoslovakia: 
"That goal and his big green eyes conquered 
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C D T V 


CLEAR PICTURE; 

' * • ' • ' ■ ' Uv'. ■- ' < M -’’fct... '«>'%«'.*• , , .,j 

CLEAR SOUN D j 
CLEAR CHOiCE : 



. • • ' ,r,' *' ' >' '.’K '.V-^ 

The company »h&i wa» 
infrodoce Pic}ir:r«>in'Pict«re, 

Square Tube, Surround ' Soua^, ' 
Spacewide Sound and Swivel<boyd fVk', 
brings you the totest in felevislon 
technology: the all-new Clear Definition 
Television (CDTV). The cleorest you con 
get in picture and sound. 

INTfRNATlONAl QUALITY & DESIGN; 
This new range of TVs is 
manufactured to stringent quolity and,- 
reliability norms using sophisticated hi- 
preciston equipment. A special rich stone 
grey cobinet with a velvet finish blends 
with ony living room. 

LONG 3-YEAR WARRANTY: The 
Videocon CDTV is exceptional. 
Engineered to world-class standards and 
reliability norms. Which is why we con 
confidently back it with a 3-yeor long 
worranty. Now thot's guaranteed trouble- 
free entertainment 

TURN ON AN ORCHESTRA: 
Experience the unforgettable 
power of "3-D Surround Sound" on our 
63 cm ond 71 cm CDTV models. The result of 
digital sound processing technology that 
odds a realism to each ond every note. 

PERSONAL PREFERENCE: A unique 
facility that ollows you to store 
ond recall your personal settings of 
colour, contrast, brightness, volume and 
bolonce on the 6301 R model. Exclusive 
features avoilable on the 6301 R model. 

■ Auto Search Tuning a Coble Tuner 

■ Quick View of previous channel ■ Stereo 
Playback Focility* Extensive Programme 
Memory ■ PAL/SECAM Compatibility. 
Clearly generotions oheod in 
technology and style. And most 
naturally the door choice. The all- 
new CDTV. From Videocon. 






VIDEOCON 
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DIEGO MAHADON A 
(Atgentina) 

T his man needs no introd action, He is 
one player in modern football—after 
Pele—^who has been accorded every 
sort of honour, adulation, salary and 
respca that no footballer in the world would 
hope to get. 

The money and the recognition for this 
ultra-talented footballer came in plenty, but 
as his image on the field grew, the wounds 
Inflicted on him by the boots of defenders who 
acted as 'death-squads'; threatened to end his 
career prematurely. 'The critics and fans 
thought that Maradona was finished in Italia 
'90, but USA '94 will be his last chance to 
redeem himself. 

Maradona's talents surfaced when he was 
very young. He grew up In the suburbs of 
Buenos Aires, where he helped form a team 
called Los Cebollitas (The Little Onions). His 
talent soon made itself evident and the first 
division side Argentines Juniors team took 
over his team just to have Maradona play (or 
them. The rest was history, with every 
possible high profile team parting with world 
record feesjust to have Maradona play for 
them. Based on his transfer fees alone, 
excluding salaries, his 300 league matches 
have cost his clubs an average of $80,000 each. 

Short and stocky, Maradona more often 
than not seems to have the ball glued to his 
feet, making it impossible to dispossess him. 
And if scoring goals is a criteria for fame, then 
his two solo efforts against England and 
Belgium in 1986 are cases in point. 

In hindsight, Maradona is a victim of his 
own fame. In 1991, when he was playing for 
Napoli in Italy, he was banned for 15 months 
for drug offences. Then followed paternity 
suits and a whole lot of other controversies, a 
disgruntled Maradona flew back to Buenos 
Aires, before returning to football with Sevilla 
in Spain, who paid $ 4 million for his services. 
His contract was soon cancelled and he came 
back home and signed up with Newell's Old 
Boys of Rosario. 

The zest may have gone for Maradona, but 
the skills are still there. He returned to the 
Argentine side just in time to help them 
qualify for the play-offs, and the World Cup in 
the USA will provide him with a last chance to 
show the world his magic. # 
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1^ unlop Glider. The car radial specifically designed to beat impossible Indian 
road conditions. And give you the smoothest glides you've ever experienced. 

Dunlop Glider's soft-ftemnhloBiw cocoons you from the bumps and potholes 
of even the worst roads-, and on good roads, it feels like you're gliding on silk! 
What's more, its extra - wide lonUct area grips firmly onto wet roads, transporting 
you in total safety. 

The Dunlop Glider will be your companion for years... as, thousands of kilometres 
later, it gains new leases of life. 

So pick up the Dunlop Glider, in its sttmata g tip per bai . 

And glide ahead on the silk route! 


CAR RADIALS 
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Add more miles to your Maruti with Friction Llodified 
rj MARUTI GENUINE OIL-SERVO SUPERIOR FM 
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he was only 
hU talents in the 
sd)]^ the dub coaches 
assessi^ him asxnedioac, but Johan Cruyff 
who was the wchnical director saw glimpses 
bf-proniise in the young boy. It was under 
:i5myff'$ tutelage tha Bergkamp made his 
league ddiut in 1986. Later in the season, he 
cam^ on as a substitute for Ajax in the 
European Cup-Winners' Cup. Unfortunately 
for Bergkamp, he was consigned to 
anonymity once Cruyff left Ajax. 

After sptending some time in exile, 
Bergkamp proceeded to bulldoze his way into 
the first eleven. He took up the place that was 
left vacant by Van Basten and turned into a 
consistent goalscorer. In 1992-93, he became 
the highest scorer in the Dutch league. 

Bergkamp is not the quintessential 
forward, rather he is a player for all situations 
and purposes. He is an allround footballer 
with uncanny ball control and passing skills. 

Bergkamp's international debut in 1990 
was impressive and he Was outstanding in the 
1992 European Championships. He has also 
been a prolific contributor in Holland's march 
to USA '94. 

In 1993, a matured Bergkamp was ready to 
join Italian club. Inter Milan for a mamnunh 
$ 12 million and the move has helped evolve 
his allround skills in the game. As Mitchell van 
der Gaag of Sparta Rotterdam assessed, 
"Bergkamp is an all rounder. He's strong on 
the ball, he.can beat a man, 
aT he can score. " • 
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t:'s her«s.Th«s final moment:. 


M You have «o score fhat goal.For your country. 
Your team.Your fans. The world. 

W But more Importantly, for yourself. 

It's now or never.Your feet are up In the air. 

For that one suspended moment. It all seems like a dream. 
Then, you experience the heady taste of victory. 

Betw^een victory and defeat, fame and anonyntity, 
pride and envy,lles your decision to watch 
the magic unfold on an ONIDA. 




ONmA. 
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JUNE 15; VoUcswagTO 
Cup vromen’s tennis, 
Eastbourne; British Euro- 
Olympic regatta. Hayting 
Island. 

JUNE lo: Volkswagen 
Cup wfwnen's tennis, 
Eastbourne; British Euro- 
Olympic regatta, Hayling 
Island; En^and vs New 
Zealand 2nd Test, Lord's. 
US Open Gdt Oakmont 
(USA). 

JUNE 17; Volkswagen 
Cup women's tennis. 
Eastbourne: British Euro- 
Olympic regatta. Hayling 
Island; England vs New 
Zealand 2nd Test, Lord's; 
US Open golf, Oakmont 
(USA); World Cup 
matches—Germany vs 
Bolivia (Chicago). Spain 
vs S. Korea (Dallas). 

JUNE IS. Volkswagen 
Cup women's tennis, 
Eastbourne; British Euro- 
Olympic regatta, Hayling 
Island; England vs New 
Zealand 2nd Test, Lord's; 
US Open golf Oakmont 
(USA); World Cun 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


matches—USA vs 

Switzerland (Detroit), 
Colombia vs Romania 
(Los Angeles), Italy vs R. 
Ireland (New York). 

JLINE 19: England vs 
New Zealand 2nd Test, 
Lord's; US Open golf Oak¬ 
mont (USA); World Cup 
matches—Cameroon vs 
Sweden (Los Angeles), 
Norway vs Mexico 
(Washington). Belgium 
vs Morocco (Orlando). 

JUNE 21): .Wimbledon; 
England vs New Zealand 
2nd Test, Lord's; World 
Cup matches—Brazil vs 
Russia (San Francisco), 
Netherlands vs Saudi 
Arabia (Washington). 

JUNE 21; Wimbledon; 
Nat West Trophy first 




matches—Argentina vs 
Greece (Boston), Nigeria 
vs Bulgaria (Dallas). 







JUNE 22. Wimbledon; 
World Cup matches— 
USA vs Colombia (Los 
Angeles), Romania vs 
Switzerland (Detroit). 

JUNE 23; Wimbledon; 
French golf. Paris; World 
Cup MatcJics—South 
Korea vs Bolivia 
(Boston). Italy vs Nor¬ 
way (New York). 

JUNE 24; Wimbledon; 
French Open golf, Patis; 
World Cup matches- 
—Brazil vs Cameroon 
(San Francisco), Sweden 
vs Russia (Detroit), Mexi¬ 
co vs Ireland (Orlando). 

JUNE 23; Wimbledon 
Eurt^an Cup athletics, 
Birmingham: Pan- 

American badminton; 
French Open golf.Paris: 
World Cup matches—^Ar¬ 
gentina vs Nigeria 


(Boston), Saudi Arabia 
vs Morocco (New York), 
Brigium vs Netherlands 
(Oiiando). 

JUNE 26; Wimbledon; 
European Cup athletics. 
Birmingham; French 
Open golf, Paris; Port¬ 
land motor racing. Ore- 
gon;WorldCutmiatche- 
s—USA vs Romania (Ixrs 
Angeles), Switzerland vs 
Colombia (San Fran¬ 
cisco). Greece vs Bulgaria 
(Chicago). 

■JUNE 27. Wimbledon. 
World Cup matches- 
—Bolivia vs Spain (Chi¬ 
cago). Germany vs South 
Korea (Dallas). 



JUNE 28; Wimbledon; 
WorW Cup matches- 
—Russia vs Cameroon 
(San Francisco), Brazil vs 
Sweden (Detroit). Ire¬ 
land vs vs Norway (New 
Yoik), Belgium vs Saudi 
Arabia (Washington). 
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IF IT'S WORTH WATCH 








FORTNIGHT 


piumE 


us OPEN GOl.F: Tune in to Prime Spons for continuing 
coverage of the 1994 g<»lf majors with the US Open 
Championships from Oakmont Country Club in Oakmont, 
Pennslyvania. Live broadcast schedule: 

16 JuneSpm (Day I-1stsession); 17 June 3.30pm (Day 2-2nd 
session); 17 June 8 pm (Day 2- 1st session); 18 June 3.30 pm 
(Day 2-2nd session); 19 June 10.30pm and 20 June 10.30 pm. 

JERSEV OPEN; Tune in to Prime Sports for the 1994 Jersey 
European Airways Open from La Moyc, Old Jersey in Channel 
Isles, on 19 June at 9.30 am for day 3 action and at 8.30 pm for 
the final day. 

WORLD CUP CLASSIC; Tune in to Prime Sports for 20 great 
World Cup games from the FI FA archives spanning over four 
decades. Each game is 90 minutes plus injury time and penalty 
shoutouts. Catch the action this week 15-16 June at 9.30 am 

WlMBl EDON 1994; Proposed broadcasting schedule 

Date Time Broadcast Round 

20- 23 June 6.30 pm Live Days 1-6 

21- 26 June 7,30 pm Ri^at Days 1-6 

GRAND PRIX; Prime Sports "Grand Prix Sunday" show 
continues this year when the 1994 Motorcycle World 
Championships makes another stop in Assen, Holland. Tune 
in on June 23 at 3 pm for the Dutch Grand Prix. Also the 
German motorcycle Grand Prix highlights on 13 June at 3 30 
pm and l6Juneat 11.30 pm 

TF.NNIS ; 

Saturday 18:A decade of Wimbledon at 6.30 pm 
Sunday 19:1993 Wimbledon official Qhn at 7.30 pm 
June 20-28 Live Wimbledon coverage from London at 6.30 
pm and 7.30 pm 

June 21 -28 Wimbledon highliglits at 4.30 am 
SOCCER: 

Wednesday 13; Gillette World Cup Soccer at 4 pm 
Thursday 16: Gillette World Cup Soccer at 3 am 
Friday 17: Futbol Mondial at 8 30 am 
Saturday.l 6: Futbol Mondial at I pm 
Saturday 23; Futbol Mondial at 2.30 pm 
Sunday 26; Futbol Mondial at 12.30 am 
Monday 27: European Soccer at 11.30 pm 


WWF ; 

Friday 17; Wrestling Spotlight at 1.30 am and 7 am 
Saturday 18; Wrestling Spotlight at 1.30 am and 9.30 pm. Also 
Wrestling Mania at 3.20 pm 

Sunday 19; Wrestling Mania at 4.30 am and II.30 pm 
Friday 24: Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm 
Saturday 23: Wrestling Spotlight at 1.30 am 
Sunday 26: Wrestling Mania at 2,30 pm 
Monday 27: Wrestling Mania at 10.30 pm and 7.30 am 
All timings in 1ST 






OASSIC MATCHES 


SCOREUNE ARGENTINA 3, HOLLAND1 

DATE: JUNE 25ni. 1971 

VENUE: NATIONAL STADIUM. BUBIOS AIRES 


A rgentina began this Final on their home 
ground with a master psychological tactic 
they took to the field five minutes late. By 
then the Dutch, perfectionists at time 
keeping, were already a little rattled. Then, on the 
pitch, they complained to referee Gonella about the 
bandage that Dutch winger Rene Van de Keikhof was 
wearing on his forearm. The Dutch, especially 
Neeskens, who spoke Spanish, protested violently that 
Van de Kerkhof had worn the bandage several times in 
previous matches, but no one had complained. But 
umpire GoneUa upheld the protest. So Van de Kerkhof 
was obliged to leave the field. He simply put ariother 
bandage over the first one and came back again. 

The Dutch were distinctly unhappy and irritated 
over this incident. And in the very first minute of play, a 
crude foul was committed by the young defender, 
Poortvliet. Subsequently, there would be about fifty 
fouls in the match. 

The game was dramatic, rather than distinguished. 
And both sides made a series of attacks, including solo 
runs by Mario Kempes, the calm, cool but deadly 
forward. Argentina were, no doubt, inspired by their 
home crowd, who were shouting themselves hoarse. 

And Kempes finally obliged. He scored the only goal 
in the first half. About seven minutes left to half time, 
Luque received a pass. He crossed the ball over to 
Kempes, who rode defender Haan's desperate tackle 
and sent in a powerful left-footer past goalkeeper 
Jongbkx'd fl-0). 

The Dutch retaliated with great force and on the 
stroke of half time, they almost scored. Neeskens 
passed the ball to Resenbrink who took a thundering 
shot that was saved on the goalline by Argentine 
goalkeeper Pillol. 

In the second half, Fillol again came to the rescue of 
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Argentina when he saved a shot from Neeskens, hit 
from outside the box. Holland dearly had a grip on the 
game but scmiehow, they were not able to score any 
goals. Argentina, suddenly, seemed to suffer from a 
case of nerves; the pressure of the crowd was now 
beginning to tell on them. 

But it was finally Hcriland who drew first blexxi in the 
second half. Haan began a long run towards the goal. 
He swept the ball from left to right and then passed it to 
Rene Van de Kerkhof who controlled it, dribbled past 
Taraniini and send in a high centre. Nanninga rose 





q>lendidly to head in the baU. (1 -1). The stadium was 
stunned into silence. Suddenly Argentina was staring 
at the possibility of being defeated. And Holland almost 
sealed their fate when, in the last minute of regulation 
time, Krol passed perfectly to Rob Resenbrink who took 
a mighty shot, but tragically for Holland, the ball hit the 
leh-hand post and rolled out of play. 

In the early minutes of extra time, the Dutch were 
still dominating. But somehow, Cesar Menotti 
managed to inspire the Argentines once again. With 
fourteen minutes of extra time played and just a 
minute for a break, Mario Kempes received a ball from 
the lively Bertoni, forced his way passed the defence. 
Goalkeeper Jongbloed almost grabbed the ball from his 
feet, before Kempes retained it and managed to score. 
(2-1). 

The Dutch reacted with panic and desperation, but 



somehow, luck was not in their favour. Then, with five 
minutes teft, Bertoni put in a marvellous burst, 
andtfara, witha one-two with Kempes he managed to 
score the third. Buenos Aires erupted in Joy. And one. 
could only shake one's head in sympathy, as HoUandin 
two succ^ve World Cup finals, went home second 
best. 

SCOREUNE: WEST GERMANY 3 
FRANCES 


DATE-JULY 1111,1912. 

VENUE SAMMEZ PIZJUAN STADIIIM. SEVILIE 

F rance were the bvourite with the crowds in 
Spain. They had impressed with their free 
flowing play, their imaginative attacks, that 
people were now comparing them to the 
Brazilians. But Germany are a team that has 
traditionally been unfazed by the reputation and the 
play of other nations. 

When the semi final match started, under bright 
sunlight, the Germans scored first. Paul Breitner sent 
Klaus Fischer through for a shot but it rebounded off 
goalkeeper Jean Luc Ettori for Pierre Lhtbarski to net in 
the goal (1 -0). Iben France went on the attack and 
Rochetu was brought down in the penalty box. Michel 
Platini took the penalty kick and sent goalkeeper 
Harald Schumacher the wrong way (1 -1 ). 

Then, 57 minutes into the first half, there occurred 
one of the most horrifyii^ incidents of the World Cup. 
Substitute Patrick Battison was fed a defence splitting 
pass and he was approaching the penalty box in great 
speed. Schumacher rushed out and Battison managed 
to push the bail past him. As he was about to go past, 
Schumacher struck him down with his forearm, 
knocking out two of his teeth. Battison fell to the 
ground and lost consciousness. The whole world 
including millions of television viewers now expected 
that Schumacher would be shown the red card. But 
astonishingiy.the Dutch referee remained unmoved 
and he did not show any card at all. Neither was a 
penalty given. Battison lay on the ground for three 
agonising minutes before he was stretchered off. 

The game continued but the French lost their 
rhythm. However, no goals were scored and the match 
moved on to extra time. In the second minute France 
struck when Marius Tresor put the bail into the net, 
(2-1). 

Then Giresse scored another goal through a pass 
from Michel Platini (3-1). France were comfortably in 
the lead. But they made a mistake here. They carried on 
playing an attacking game. 

And they began to relax their grip on the match a 





little bit. Which is always a mistake when you are 
playing the Germans. They are the most formidable 
opponents in the world and they have developed a 
fearsome reputation of not giving up, especially when 
the chips are down. 

Then coach Jepp Derwall played what later turned 
out to be a master stroke.-Hc sent in the partly injured 
Rummenige as substitute and the latter was at hand, to 
turn a neat, chipped pass off Littbarski, into the goal 
eight minutes from the end. (3 -2). With barely three 
minutes from the end, Horst Hrubesch headed Bemd 
Forster's centre to Fisher who scored (3-3). 

The whistle blew and the game was still tied. And for 
the first time in World Cup history, a match in the final 
round had to be decided by penalty kicks. 

Giressc, Amoros and Rocheteau scored for France. 
Kaltz and Breitncr scored for the Germans. Then Uli 
Stielkc had his shot saved by French goalkeeper Ettori. 
Frenchman Didier Six strode up and took a shot which 
Schumacher saved. The shots continued; Littbarski and 
Rummenige scored for Germany. Platini did the same 
for France. The match went into sudden death. Maxine 
Bossis failed to beat Schumacher while Horst Hrubesch 
brought the curtain down on France with his 
conversion. And although Germany won, the whole 
world had rooted for Prance. But unfortunately, this 
was not France's day. 


SCOREUNE: ARGENTINA 2. 
ENGLAND 1 


DATE- JUNE 22.1916. 

VENUE AZTEC STADIUM. MEXICO CITY 


T his quarter final was billed as the revenge 

match. After England humiliated Argentina in 
the Falklands War, this was the first time that 
they were meeting on a football pitch. 

The match started on a low note, with both sides 
playing cautious soccer, although there were quite a 
few rough tackles by both teams. But the match 
erupted into controversy in the 51 st minute. A high 
centre saw Maradona move into the box and both he 
and the tall English goalkeeper jumped for the ball. The 
next thing that happened was that the ball had rolled 
into the net. The referee blew the whistle lor a goal. The 
English players, including Shilton the goalkeeper. 


The most dwium pmmHv kick ia his IHb. 
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protested furiously, .saying that the ball had gone off 
Maradona's arm and not off his head. But the referee 
was unmoved. However, television replays showed 
that the ball had gone off Maradona's arm. The 
Argentine later said that 'The Hand of God' scored this 
first goal. 

But Maradona, made amends four minutes later. 
Receiving the ball from near the centre line on the right 
side, he began a solo run. He started slowly, almost 
casually, and then began to pick up speed. He was 
challenged by one, two, and then three English 
defenders. With a swerve and a feint, but with the ball 
beautifully controlled Maradona, now had only 
goalkeeper Shilton to beat. He stopped, feinted and 




pretended to kick to the far comer. Shilton fell for the 
feint, moved the wrong way and Maradona calmly put 
the ball into the net (2-0). Tills was undoubtedly one of 
the great goals in the World Cup. Diego Armando 
Maradona reaffirmed his genius on the football pitch. 

The English were rattled but they fought back 
valiantly. But it was only nine minutes from the end 
that they managed to pull one back. Winger John 
Barnes had a straight run down the flank and then he 
essayed a neat, floating centre. Gary Lineker, with his 
uncanny timing and scoring instinct, was there to nod it 
in (2-1). With this goal, Lineker notdicd up goal 
number six and ended up being the highest goal scorer 
in the tournament. 



But the Hand of God and the feet of Diego Maradona 
had sealed England's fate. 

SCOREUNE: ENGLAND 3, 

CAMEROON 2. 

DATE JULY Znd, 1990 

VENUE: SAN PAULO STADIUM, NAPLES 

T his turned out to be one of the most dramatic 
matches of this World Cup, because everybody 
thought that although Cameroon had upset 
Argentina and Colombia, they had no chance 
against England. 

But when the match started, the story was 
surprisingly different. It was Cameroon who had 
control of the ball most of the time and with their tree 
flowing game and dazzling dribbling, they had the 
spertators on their feet. England were beginning to 
look a little shell shocked. But, against the run of play, 
in a surprise counter-attack, it was England who scored 
the first goal. This was in the 26th minute and David 
Platt was the executioner. The match went into half 
time, with England holding on to this slender lead. 

Then CamertKtn played their master stroke. They 
inducted 38-year-old Roger Milla into the team. And in 
the second half, Roger Milla tore the English defence 
into shreds, with his brilliant mns and his long through 
passes. Cameroon scored in the 62nd minute when 
Milla was felled by Paul Gascoigne in the penalty box. A 
penalty was awarded and Emmanuel Kunde took the 
shot (1-1). 

After the goal, Milla went in front of a corner flag and 
did his famous jig. It had such a visual impact that now, 
after a goal, it is almost mandatory for players to do a jig. 

The smiling executioner, Milla sheatiied his knife in 
the 66lh minute, when he moved deep into the English 
half, send the defence the wrong way and gave a pass to 
substitute Eugene Ekele who shot past goalkeepr Peter 
Shilton (2-1). 

England were staring defeat in the face. The minutes 
ticked past and it seemed clear that a major upset was 
about to take place. But seven minutes from the end, 
Gary Lineker was tripped in the penalty box. He scored 
he ensuing penalty (2-2). 

The match went into extra time and tenacious 
England did not give up. They launched another attack 
and again Lineker was tripped in the penalty box. He 
once again scored from the dreaded spot (3-2). So, from 
the brink of defeat, England clawed back to win a 
match, to keep their honour intact and move to the 
semi finals. As for, Cameroon, they earned worldwide 
fame and acclaim and they were rightly called the 
'Indomitable Lions of Africa.’ • 
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H e was the flrst African 

footballer to make a world 
wide reputation. In fact, his success 
was instant. Mozambique-bom 
Eusebio da Silva Ferreira came into 
prominence in 1961 when he came in 
as a substitute against Pele's Santos 
and notched up a hat-trick. 

A natural player, easy moving and 
graceful, Eusebio came into the 
limelight when he scored two goals 
for Benfica in their 5-3 triumph over 
Real Madrid in the 1962 European 
Cup final and his volatile right-fcKrt 
shooting helped Benfica add three 


more caps in '63, 

'65, '68. After 25 
matches for Benfica, 
Eusebio played 
^ } for Portugal 
^ and scored in his 




maiden appearance and thereafter | 
the League, Cup and Eu ropean Cup 5 

winners medals adorned his showcase. | 
At the age of 19, he played for | 

Portugal and it was his excellent form g 
that helped his country through their 
quarter-final against North Korea in 
the 1966 World Cup. The Koreans had 
shown astonishing prowess.. .a goal in 
a minute, followed by a second and a 
third leaving the Portuguese stunned 
for some time. Then the lithe 
inside-forward, nicknamed the 
European Pele, took control of the 
game and scored a goal to restore 
some sanity to the scoreline. Then 
came the equaliser and there was no 
stopping Eusebio. His surging run past 
a host of Koreans ended in a spot kick 
and soon the Asian team lost the battle. 

The European Footballer of the 
Year in 1965 Jie also became the top 
scorer in Portugal each season 
between 1964 and 1968. His 
reputation reached its zenith when 
Eusebio became the top scorer in the 
1966 World Cup. The 1966 finals also 
found in Eusebio one of the game's 
genuine stars and one of the world's 
most dangerous inside-forwards. 
Portugal's position as a world football 
power was epitomised by Eusebio. 

GERD MULLER ■■■ 

O NE of the world's most prolific 
scorers, Gerd Muller 
undoubtedly drove home the point 
when he spontaneously turned and 
hooked the bail past Dutch keeper 
Jongbloed to notdi up his 68th 
goal—the most precious goal in his life 
which enabled West Germany to lift the 
1974 World Cup. That was also his last 
goal in 62 internationals. 

The short, stocky Muller, known 
also as 'Der Bomber', was a very 
fascinating scorer. He had the ability 
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to convert goals off the slightest of 
chances, often seemingly impossible 
ones. With Muller as their marksman, 
Bayern Munich won the Bundesliga 
title, the European Cup and the 


Cup-Winners' success after 1966. The 
exceptionally strong Muller had the 
ability to calculate where and when 
the opportunities would occur and 
had a tclepathic-like sense as to when 


his opponents would commit errors. 
He was also conspicuously quick off 
the mark with good control and was 
well-known for his powerful headers. 
Muller was deadly in the penalty area 


and even more dangerous in his 





finishing. 

Rejoined Munich in 1965 and in 
the following season he scored goals 
in practically all the matches, with the 
result that his club soon came into the 
limelight. The sturdy player helped 
Bayern gain promotion to the 
Bundesliga. In 14 seasons he scored 
365 goals, including 36 in European 
competitions.These goals helped 
Bayern win the German Cup, League, 
the European Cup Winners' Cup in 
1967 and the European Champion 
Cup for three consecutive years Irom 
1974. When Bayern won the double 
in 68-69, Muller had the distinction of 
scoring on both occasions. This feat 
led to Muller winning the Golden 
Bt)ot for the best marksman in 
Europe, an achievement he repeated 
in'71 -72. He was also twice German 
Footballer of the Year. 

When Muller called it a day his 
rivals too heaved a sigh of relief. In 
1970, he was the first German to be 
voted European Footballer of the 
Year. He has scored the most number 
of goals (14) in the World Cup. 


DINO ZOFF 


I T is a proven fact that European 
goalkeepers are usually more 
consistent at the highest level. And 
the names that readily come to mind 
are Russia's Lev Yashin, England's 
Gordon Banks and Italy's Dino Zoff. 
Keepers last longer than the other 
outfield players and Zoff was no 
exception. At the Espana '82 the 
40-year-old Zoff (who is a great 
admirer of Yashin and Banks) was the 
oldest player ever to figure in the final 
rounds of the World Cup. Why even 
in the two previous World Cups Zoff 
was considered too old but as the years 





lapsed he seemed to be at his 'peak'. In 
fact, the seemingly ageless Zoff 
became the second keeper to lead a 
World Cup winning side after 
predecessor Combi of the 
1934 team. 

The modest Zoff made his entry in 
international football at the rather 
belated age of 26 when he made his 
debut in f he second leg quarter-final 
of the 1968 European Championship 
against Bulgaria. In Zoff's first five 
seasons with Zebras he played in all 
the league matches and conceded goals 
in every three matches. Then he 
played for Mantova, Naples and 
Juventus who had to fork out a record 
£ 5m to induct him from Naples. 

Zoff was an extremely safe keeper 
with excellent anticipation and quick 
reflexes which the rival marksmen 
found difficult to beat. To prove this 
point Zoff, prior to the 1974 World 
Cup, did not let in a single goal in 1143 
minutes, that is about 13 matches 




(from September '72 to June '74). 

Born in Mariano del Friuli in 1942, 
Zoff became a professional in 1961 
and played in the Italian elite league 
for 21 years, conceding 402 goals in 
the Championship—an average of 19 
goals per season. Although he played 
under the Italian bar at age 26 he 
participated in 112 international 
matches. In short there may have 
been several spectacular keepers 
but surely none was more consistent 
and reliable than Zoff. 


JAJRZINHOI 


B razil have had the distinction 
of three renowned post-war 
outside-right players and one of 
them was.lair/inho who actually 
started his football career as a 
centre-forward. He first played in the 
•lilies R iinct Cup in 1966 on the left 



yOBVO' 





Dino Zoff along with 
managor Boarzot ami 
Italian Praaidom Pnilini 
accompanying the 
( World Cup on a flight 
back to Italy 


Hank, but his finest hour came in the 
1970 World Cup when he 
distinguished himself by becoming 
the first player to score in every round 
of the linals. 

Brazil began their assault on the 
trophy they intended to keep for good 



with a dazzling display to trounce 
Czechoslovakia and Jairzinho scored 
twice. Then he scored a goal past 
Gordon Banks when Pele caressed the 
ball in his path. 

As Garrincha's successor, Jairzinho 
won his first cap in 1964 and 
recovered from a leg operation in 
1967 so well that he automatically 
found his name in his third World Cup 
finals in 1974. But he was in 
exceptional form in the earlier finals 
in Mexico where as usual he was 
powerful and elusive on the wing. He 
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hdd deceptive ball control and 
immaculately placed crosses that a 
winger of his calibre could open 
defences no matter how packed or 
brutal-like. Jair/inho was one of 
Brazil’s best players in their third 
World t’up triumph. 

PAULO ROSSI 

H ad a two-year ban not been 
slapped upon Paulo Rossi, he 
would definitely have scored more 


than 20 goals for Italy. Me was 
involved m a football belting scandal 
which embarrassed the national 
federation. However, during the 
lengthy 'exile' he kept a low profile 
but somehow tried to maintain form. 
Finally when the suspension was 
lifted, the Juventus spearhead was 
just about able to represent his 
club for the last three matches of the 
season. And certainly that wasn't 
enough to merit his selection for the 
1982 World Cup. 

Lveryone in the football fraternity 
thought that his form was suspect and 
that he needed more piactise before 
the extravaganza. Italy took the big 
risk of including the centre-forward 
for the tournament, a gamble that was 
really dicey, lot the team just about 
managed to scrape through their first 
round grotip with draws. Even 
underdogs Cameroon held them. 

Rossi couldn't do mtich to carve a 
niche for himself. 



A jubilant Paulo Roui after scoring Italy's first 
goal against West Germany at Espana ^ 

But as the second round began, 
Rossi, to everyone's delight, was in 
terrific form ...lie carved out an 
opportunistic hat-trick against 
heavyweights Brazil in their 3-2 
iriumjih. Rossi then took Italy to their 
fotirth World Cup Final with goals 
against Poland in the semifinal. He 
added another feather to his cap when 
he finished as the top-scorer in the 
tournament, with six goals, including 
one in the Final against West Ciermany. 

The small but marvellously adroit 
player had outstanding talents and 
became a national asset. His excellent 
form in training matches against local 
sides had caught the attention of 
Italian manager Enzo Bearzot. He 
included him for the Argentine World 
Cup in ] 978 where he made a mark 
for himself scoring match-winners 
against France and Austria. 
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Always a safe 
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champions are 
the bookmaker's 
favourites. 
Overloaded with 
talent and 
experience they 
will be the team 


SQUAD 


MiMwvfttltocIlQ lUgnw (Cologmh Andreas, 
Kot^ (NWnnbeis), Oliver Kahn (Karknihe):. 
IMmriMK'ItiomasBenhoid (VFB Stuttgart), 
Andreas Sndune IKaiserslautein), Guido 
BudtwiAd (VI9 Stnttgart), ntomasHelmn 
(Barren Munich), iueigen Kohler (Juveotra), 
LptW^Matthaens {8ayvm},"flK>tnas Smmz 
(Kail^utem), WMMdm: Mario Baskr 
<VAerder Bremen), Stefan Elfeidserg ; 

(Bhnentina), Maurizk) Gaudtao^iintradltl 
Franidure). thomat Hasshu. {i«itoa)^^^y 
MoeHet (Javans), Maetl^^WniiiW 
{Btnnsria poitmand). W wiM tte lltffeiwen 
(Bayer Levexkuseh),. XUnsnuBp ' 

(Monaco), Karihc^iueil^p^tcunt^ 

Voellcr (Marseille),Bn^iUKliii^. . 

MaMfler. Berti Vogts;'Bt^c p^jblh, ^ 

Appointed: 
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ibe tie-breaker. They 
have scored last minute equalisers against 
England in the 1966 Final and against Italy in 
the 1970 semi-final and a last minute winner 
against Morocco in the 1986 World Cup at 
Mexico. Another record that Germany holds 
is that they have never lost a tie-breaker 
match in the World Cup. Meticulous 
planning, consistency and continuity in 
coaching and the right choice of players are 
other causes for their success. 

Another hallmark of Germany is they play 
to their strength. Vogts has deployed a system 
of two-man markers with a Libero beltind, 
four men in midfield and Andy Mollcr, an 
attacking midfielder, playing just behind the 
two attackers. Lothar Matthaeus is being used 
as the Libero and the midfield wingmen, 
expectedly old timers Andreas Brehme and 
Thomas Berthold dropping back to reinforce 
the defence or advancing to assist the attack. 
Germany's problem lies in its attack as both 
Jurgen Klinsmann and Karlheinz Reidle are 
not in peak form. Hence, the wily Vogts may 
have to use only one front runner, the 
super-fit Klinsmann. If a twin striker is 
needed, then former East German 
international Ulf Kisten may partner 
Klinsmann ujdront. If Vogts opts for a solitary 
front runner than Moller and Thomas Hassler 
(the star of the 1992 European 
Championships) will luck in behind 
Klinsmann and draw the opposition full backs 
infield. The talented blonde midfielder Stefan 
Effenberg who plays for Fiorentina in Italy's 
Serie B and Matthias Sammer will form a deep 
midfield pair. So depending on form and the 
nature of the opposition, Germany will play 
either in the 1 -2-5-2 or 1 -2-4-2-1 formation. 
In the second formation Hassler and Moller 
will play as lorwards and Klinsmann would be. 
the sole front runner using the width of the 
field to create gaps. 

Their trio of custodians Bodo Illgner who 
played in the 1990 World Cup triumph, 
Andreas Kopke and Oliver Kahn are all world 
class performers. There is some criticism that 
Germany is relying excessively on veterans, as 
they have recalled striker Rudi Voeller, two 
years after his retirement. The team includes 
four players who arc 33 years and above, 
Matthaeus, Brehme, Buchwald and Voeller. 
However, Vogts feels that the veterans he has 
chosen arc fit enough for the World Cup. • 



Thomas Hassler aged 27 years. Has the pace, 
vision, mobility and accuracy in passing, to be 
a dominant player of the USA World Cup. His 
repertoire of shots in free kicks makes him a 
prolific scorer. No apparent technical 
weakness, except that he is of medium height 
and has a slight build. 

Andreas Moller aged 26 years. A clever 
schemer who can glide into scoring positions. 
His sheer speed and quick thinking makes him 
elusive for defences. He is an excellent finisher 
and a perceptive runner with good ball 
control. Playing for Juventus in the Italian 
Serie A has made him a complete professional. 

Stefan Effenberg; aged 25 years. Blonde, well 
built, he is a classy schemer with a prodigious 
kick. Is also a free kick expert. Can subtly vary 
his speed. Rated as one of the best midfielders 
in the Italian League where he plays for 
Fiorentina. 
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Qualifying with 
wins over Brazil 
and Uruguay, 
they will have to 
prove they can 
win away from 
home if they 
intend making it 
to Round two. 

•• 



B olivia which kicks off against 
holders Germany on the opening 
day of the World Cup, on June 17, 
arc a mystery team. They are 
coached by a Spaniard, Xavier Azkargorta 
nicknamed 'Bigodon,' the man with the big 
moustache. Azkargorta is a qualified medical 
I doctor who had a sports medicine clinic in 
Barcelona. But in late 1992, he quit medicine 
and accepted the job to coach the Bolivian 
national team. There 
was furore the 

small^South American Carlos I.t 

republic at the DeteiHl.rs: Juan Mant 

appointment of Rimba, Roberto Perez 

Azkargorta, an Sandy, Modesto Soru. 

unknown foreign Sanchez, Julio Caesar 

coach and he even Fernando Boija, Ivan 

received death Jose Milton Melgar. Si 

threats. But Etcheverry, Jaime Mo 

Azkargorta persisted William Ramallo. 

and blended a team of “•"•oar. Xavier Azkai 
veterans and Born: September 29th 

youngsters which Appointed: Nove mbei 



Goalkeapm; Carlos Leoncl Trucco, Dario Rojas. 
Dsfeiulsrs: Juan Manuel Pena, Miguel Angel 
Rimba, Roberut Perez, Luis Cristaldo, Marco 
Sandy, Modesto Soruco, Midflaldon: Erwin 
Sanchez, Julio Caesar Baldivicso, Carlos 
Fernando Boija, Ivan Castillo, Ramiro Castillo, 
Jose Milton Melgar. Striktrr. Marco Antonio 
Etcheverry, Jaime Moreno, Alvani Pena, 
William Ramallo. 

Managar. Xavier Azkargota. 

Born: September29th, 1953. 

Appointed; November, '92. 


enabled Bolivia to qualify for their third 
World Cup finals. 

Their previous World Cup appearances in 
1930 and 19S0, do not bring happy memories 
for Bolivia. In 1930, they lost 0-4 to both 
Yugoslavia and Brazil. Twenty years later, 
they were trounced 0-8 by Uruguay. Overall 
they have played three games, lost three and 
conceded sixteen goals. They hope to rectify 
their abysmal record, in this World Cup. 

Placed in Group C, 
along with holders 

tel Trucco, Dario Rojas, Germany, Spain and 
Pena, Miguel Angel South Korea, Bolivia 

uis Cristaldo, Marco meet Germany in 

. Midflaldon: Erwin Chicago on June 17, 

ildivicso, Carlos in an evening kick off. 

istillo, Ramiro Castillo, They next play South 
ttn; Marco Antonio Korea on June 23 at 

no, Alvan) Pena, Boston, in another 

evening match. As 

j South Korea is also yet 

92 to win a match in the 

—-- World Cup finals, this 
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could be a crucial tie to decide the third 
qualifier from the group. 

Their last match is against Spain at Chicago 
on the evening of June 2. In case, Bolivia 
qualify as the third placed team from Group C, 
they will meet the winners of Group A, which 
could be their South American rivals, 
Colombia. This second round tie, on the West 
coast of Los Angeles, could be a needle 
encounter, a battle of attrition. In the 199? 
Copa America (South American 
championships), Bolivia drew with Colombia 
in a group league matc h. 

Bolivia could be one of the dark hoises of 
World Cup USA 94. Coach Arkargorta has 
instilled tadical discipline and sell confident'* 
in a side which was always talented but 
tenclc^d to be wayward and casual m their 
preparation. But in spite of llieir lethargy, 
Bolivia qualified as the second placed team in 
group B, of the South American 
Championships. At La Paz, in July last year 
they inflictt‘d on the mighty Brazilians their 
first ever defeat in the history of Woild Cup 
qualifiers. Bolivia thrived in the liigfi altitude 
conditions and scored twice in the last ten 
minutes to win 2-0 They won all four home 
matches but lost to both Brazil and Liruguay 
on away ties. USA gives Bolivia the chance to 
prove that they are not just high altitude 
performers but can excvl in all conditions. 

Football in Bolivia in now better organised, 
with a piofessional outlook. Since 1980, the 
Tahuichi Youth Academy of Santa Cruz has 
built up a world wide reputation for churning 
out skilful players. Six players from this school 
of soccer are in the national team. Similarly, 
there is the Ic'sser known linrique Uapp soccer 
school which has jiroduced the elusive striker 
William Ramalio. Nicknamed the 'Phantom', 
Ramallo was the team's top scorer with seven 
goals in the qualifiers. 

Bolivia play in an unusual 4-5-1 formation. 
But their football is not totally delensive The 
talc-nted Marco Antonio Etcheverry and on 
the left flank Luis Cristaldo are a formidable 
dtio, as they move iijifield. Veterans Milton 
Melger and Juan Baldiveso are the defensive 
midfielders whereas Carlos Borja is the 
dynamo in midfield. The defence is reliable 
and Argentinian born custodian, Carlos 
Trucco is spectacular but safe, ff A/kargorta's 
psychological motivation can click, Boli zia 
has the talent to cause an upset or two at USA. 


Erwin Sanchez: aged 24 years, midfielder. 
Nicknamed Platini, he is the playrnakcr in 
midfield. Speed and sudden change of pace 
arc the hallmarks of his game. He scores 
spectacular goals and is tactically astute as he 
plays in the Portuguese league for Boa vista. 

Jose Milton Melgar: aged 34 years, 
midfielder. Slim, skinny but skilful midfielder, 
f.ike Valderrama he is slow in pace but passes 
accurately and with vision. Has played in 
Argentina for Boca Juniors and River Plate. 

Marco Antonio Etcheverry: aged 23 years, 

attacking midfielder. Left footed playmaker 
and goalscorer. He is nicknamed El Diablo or 
the Devil. In 1993 he was sold to Colo Colo of 
Chile foi a Bolivian record of €500,000. He 
has a good temperament and is the most well 
known Bolivian player. 
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Always 

underachievers 
in the World Cup, 
considering the 
talent in their 
domestic league, 
their prospects 
improve in this 
easier group 



S PAIN is one enigma that is hard to 
decipher in the present World Cup 
scenario. For years, their club sides 
Real Madrid and Barcelona have 
dominated international football, but their 
national team's record in the World Cup has 
always been meditK're. This 
under-achievement in the World Cup is 
rather mystifying and inexplicable. Tlieir 
talented players have never functioned as a 
cohesive unit in their 


eight previous 
appearances in the 
World Cup final 
rounds. 

Previously Spain 
had qualified for eight 
World Cup finals, in 
1934, 1950, 1962, '66, 
78,'82, '86 and 90. 
Their best 
performance so far 
was a fourth in 1950. 
Even when they 
hosted the 
tournament in 1982, 
they failed to 


click, lost 0-1 to the tenacious Northern 
Ireland and did not score a single goal in their 
quarter final league matches against West 
Germany and England. Overall, Spain has 
played in 32 matches in the World Cup, won 
thirteen, drawn seven and lost twelve scoring 
43 goals and conceding 38. 'Eheir best victory 
till date was 5-1 versus Denmark in 1986 and 
a 1 -6 Uws to Brazil in '50 was their worst defeat. 

In Italia '90, Spain excelled in the league 

phase, topping group 


SQUAD 


GsalkMpan: Andoni Zubizarreta (Barcelona) 
Jose Canizarcs, (Celta) Julen Eopetegui 
(Ixrgruncs) OrfMidma: Altrert Ferrer (Barcelona), 
Sergi Barjuan (Barcelona), Miguel Angel Nadal 
(Barcelona), AbeiardoFernandez (Sporting 
Gijon). Rafael Alkoita (Real Madrid) 

MiiHwIdara; Jose Maria Bakcro (Barcelona), 
Guillermo Amor (Barcelona), Aitor Beguiristain 
(Barcelona), Josep Guardiola (Barcelona) 
Fernando Hierro (Real Madrid), Jose Caminero 
(Ailetiar Madrid), Julen Guerrero 
Forwards: Luis Enrique (Real Madrid), Junan 
Castano Juanele (Sporting Gijon), Julio Salinas 
Manager Javier Clemente 
Born: 12th March. 1950 Appointed: 1992. 


C with five points 
from three matches. 
However, surprisingly 
they looked totally 
spiritless in the second 
round against 
Yugoslavia and lost 
1-2 in extra time. In 
previous 

tournaments, a major 
drawback of the 
Spainsh team has 
been the incessant 
squabbling between 
the players and the 
national coach. In the 
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1990Worid Cup, manager luis Suaraz never 
fa^d tbe full support of the media or 
the layers. 

To ensure adequate team-spirit, the brash, 
outspoken national cpach Javier Clemente 
has opted for several new players. Stalwarts of 
the past, like Michel, SanchezMartin Vaaquez 
artd Butragueno have been omitted. He has 
instead preferred players with more 
commitment and less flair. Since taking over 
in September 1992, Clemente has 
experimented with 50 players but his final 
squad will, however, only contain four 
players with previous World Cup experience. 
His most experienced player is custodian 
Andoni Zubizarreta who will be playing in bis 
fourth World Cup and already has 85 caps. His 
main striker Julio Salinas has not played a 
game for Barcelona this season. 

Spain play their Coup C league matches in 
the heat of Dallas and Chicago. Spain start 
against South Korea at Dallas on June 17 and 
Clenieiitc is wary of his opponents. However, 
Spain's greater variety in attack and 
experience should enable them to earn full 
points font! the match. Theynext meet 
holders Germany at Chicago on June 21. The 
last time both teams met in the World Cup 
was in 1982 when West Germany picvailed 
2-1. Coach Clemente is upset that their last 
group match on June 27, at Chicago against 
Bolivia has to be played in the afternoon heat. 
This is a vital encounter which Spain may 
have to win in order to reach the second round. 

On current form, bookmakers favour Spain 
to finish second in Gitup C. It they do so, they 
will meet the runner up of group A, either 
Switzerland or Romania at Washington on 
July 2. Spain has the talent to progress and 
reach the quarter finals where they should 
meet runners-up Argentina at Boston on 
July 9, 

A renowned disciplinarian, Clemente could 
motivate his team to reach the last four stage 
and achieve their best ever performance. 

To achieve this feat, much will depend on 
how the younger players shape up in the 
exacting atmosphere of the World Cup. The 
stylish Nadal in defence and the hard working 
trio from the Spanish league champions 
Barcelona, Bakero, Guillermo Amor, and 
Josep Guardiola and Fernando Hierro of Real 
Madrid are the key players if Spain is to make 
an impact in the World Cup. • 



SaliMS nth* nm wIm 
nmr hop* to Spaaith 


Players to Watch: 


•taiio Salinas: aged 31 years. A player with a 
goal scoring instinct who quickly drifts into 
attacking postions. He is good in the air and 
scores with both feet. Lacks pace but makes up 
with good positioning in the box. 

Migual Angal Nadal: aged 27 years. A strong, 
dependable and highly talented utility player. 
Can function in defence and midfleld. Has a 
languid style and his receiving and passing of 
the ball Is excellent. A game maker who 
anticipates and tackles well. 

Juiea Guam: aged 20 years. Talented 
newcomer. If he can cope with the pressure of 
his first World Cup then he has the vision, 
patT and dribbling skills to emerge as the Gnd 
of the tournament. 
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deskKTtive 
lootbatl, their 
only solace couid 
be that they are 
the only 
African/Asian 
team to make it 
to a third 
successive 
World Cup 


S OUTH KOREA, the only Asian team 
to play in four World Cups, hope that 
hi the USA they could erase thdr 
dismal record so far. They have yet to 
win a single match in the World Cup fiiul 
rounds. In f^. South Korea has played ei^t. 
lost seven and drawn one match in World Cup 
nnal rounds so far. Their only drawcame 
against Bulgariain 19R68iKf thematdi 
ended in a 1-1 draw. 

Coach Ho Kim has 
two ambitions at 
W<MrldCupUSA'94 

and his more realistic - 

ambition would be a OafcadwrMyoiig-Bo 

win in one of the three ChulKang, Jung-Bael 
league matches. The Pan-Keun Kim. MMlia 

other aspiration of Moon-Sik ChoLJin-h 

Korea which may not Jung-Won Seo, Jung- 

come true is progress Sun-Hong Hwang, Sex 

to the second round. Kim, Gi-Bum lee 

South Korea start Haatgar Kim Ho. 
their campaign Bom; Nov 17th. 1944. 

against Spain at Appointed: 1990 Wort 

Dallas, on June 17. 

Significantly the _ 



Baalaapan: In-Young Choi. Won-Jae Lee; 
DaftadMCMyong-BoHon^ Ho^-Gi Shin, 
Chul Kang, Jung-Bae Park. Sung-Bum Gu. 
Pan-Keun Kim. HMHaUan; Jong-Woon Ko, 
Moon-Sik ChoL Jin-ho Choi Joo-Sung Kim. 
Jung-Won Seo, Jung-Yoon Ntrti. r w wa rf a: 
Sun-Hong Hwang, Seok-Ju Ha. Jeong-Hyodc 
Kim, Gi-Bum Lee 
Maaagan Kim Ho. 

Bom: Nov 17th. 1944. 

Appointed: 1990 World Cup. 


Spanish coach, Javier Clemente regards the 
South Koreans as a serious first phase threat 
to his young, inexperienced side. However, a 
South Korean victory would be as 
momentous as North Korea’s stunning I -0 
win over Italy in 1966. A draw is the best that 
Korea can hope for in this match. Their next 
match being against Bolivia at Boston 
on June 2 3 presents them with the best 

opportunity fora win. 
’Iheir last match is 
against holders and 
favourites Germany at 

Choi Won-Jae Lee. f 

long, Hong-Gi Shin, 1994 draw has been 

ark. Sung-Bum Gu, unfavourable for 

ton; Jong-Woon Ko, South Korea, as it 

Choi Joo-Sung Kim, involves a lot of 

oon Ntrfi. F aw w rf a: travelling and change 

s-Ju Ha, Jeong-Hyodc of time rones. 

However, coach Ho 
Kim has not given up 
hope. He feels that if 
Germany has already 
qualified for the next 

__ round by their last 
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oiatch. they might relax and even split points. 
Thismisordng b based on Germany's 
ladkhistre performance against Colombia in 
their last league match in Italia '90 which 
enikd In a 1 -1 draw. However, the exacting 
schedule has led to bookmakers offering odds 
of just 25 to 1 on South Korea progressing to 
the next round. 

Creditably, South Korea Is more prepared 
for the World Cup this summer, than any of 
their previous campaigns. Specialist advice is 
being given by Anatoli Byshovets.the former 
manager of USSR and Moscow Dynamo who 
has joined as technical advisor to the South 
Korean team in February this year. Also the 
large corporations who run the domestic 
league have been more accommodating this 
time and were willing to release players for 
build-up matches for the national team. 

South Korea's weaknesses are a predictable 
attack, based <m speed only and the lack of a 
solid defence. In the Asian zone qualifying 
tournament at Qatar, South Korea 
surrendered leads against both Saudi Arabia 
and Iraq, settling for draws when victory 
seemed imminent. The Koreans tend to play 
to a set fiattem and arc tactically reckless. And 
during Italia '90, South Korea commuted 
more fouls (86) in the first round than any 
other team. Byshovets and Kim will have to 
rectify thc.se weaknesses if Korea has to 
progress in the World Cup this year. 

South Korea which plays in a 1-5-3-} 
formation is a technically sound team. Choi In 
Young the goalkeeper is one of the best in 
Asia. Hong Mung Bo is the designated 
sweeper back and Park Jung Bac is a i>owerful 
defender with the height to excel in aerial 
duels. Shin Hong-Gi, chosen for the Asian All 
Stars team, has tremendous endurance and 
has pinpoint passing skills. 

The compact defence of South Korea makes 
it one of the more difficult teams to beat and 
would certainly not suffer the reftetition of 
their biggest defeat, 0-9 by Hungary in the '54 
World Cup. To achieve success their midfield 
must display greater flexibility and vision. 
Much depends on Noh Jung-Yoon who plays 
for Sanfreece Hiroshima in .lapan's J-League 
and Hwang Sung-Hong who has recovered 
from an ankle injury after three operations 
and two years in the wilderness. His heading 
prowess could enable Korea score vital goals. 



No Jimt-Yoon is small but 
deadly both ia attack aad 
dafeaca 


He, probably would be the man to give South 
Korea their first win in the finals. 0 


Players to Watch; 


Noh-Jung Yoon: aged 23 years. Spt^edy player 
who links defence and attack. Is an accurate 
passer of the ball. His only disadvantage is his 
short height. 

Shin Hong*Gi: aged 24 years. Efficient ball 
distributor. Can pass with pinpoint 
accuracy. A good header and sound tackier. 

He is the fittest and most complete player in 
the South Korean team. 

Hwang Sun-Hong: aged 25 years. A key player 
in the South Korean team as he is the target 
man for all attacks. Is a versatile player, 
efficient with both feet and a strong header of 
the ball. His fitness and form are vital for the 
Koreans who use his high crosses from the 
flanks as their main mode of attack. 
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Even tuck and 
Maradona 
might not be 
sufficient 
enough to take 
them as far as 
they went in 
1990 






A. 


RGENTINA is one of ihe five 
countries with double figure 
appearances in the World Cup 
finals. The W(»rld Cup USA 94, 


will be Argentina's 
11th appearance in 
the World Cup finals. 
Others with double 
figure appearances are 
Brazil (the only 
nation to have 
partidpated in every 
World Cup) with 15 
appearances, Italy and 
Germany 13 each and 
Mexico 10- 
In the last two 
World Cups at Mexico 
in 1986 and Italy in 
1990, Argentina 
reached the F inal, and 
were champions in 
'86 . Can ihey make a 
third 


GoalkniMn: Luis Islas (Indepcndiente), 
Goycochea (River Plate), Norberto Scoponi 
(Newell's Old Buys). Maaden; Sergio Vasquez 
(Universidad Catoiica, Chile), Jorge Borelii 
(Racing Club), Ruggeri (San Lorenzo), Jose 
Chamot (Foggia, Italy), Sensini (Parma. Italy), 
Fernando Caoeres (Zaragoza, Spain), Heman 
Diaz (Riv« Plate). MMHaMarc Fernando 
Redondo (Tenerife, Spain). Diego Simeone 
(Sevilla, Spain), Al^andro Mancuso (Boca 
Juniors), Hugo Perez (Independiente), Jose 
Basualdo (Velez Satsfieid), Dario Franco 
(Zaragoza), Maradona (free qgent), Leonardo 
Rodriguez (Atalanta, Germany), Shinn: 
Gabriel Batistuta (Fiorentina), Cani^Ut. Abel 
Balbo (both Roma), Ariel Onega (River Plate), 
Ramon Medina Bello (Yedtohama Marines). 
Mwagar AlfioBasile. 

Born: November 1st, 1943. 

Appointed; Aug, '90. 


successive entry into the World Cup F inal? U 
so, they will match the feat of Germany, 
finalists in J 982, 1986 and 1990. 

The first round draw is certainly 

favourable f(»r 

Argentina. They are 

dependiente), ' placed in Group D, 

Norbeno Scoponi with World Cup 

■ den: Sergio Vasquez ; debutants Greece, and 

tile), Jorge Borelii Nigeria and Bulgaria 

Ian Lorenzo), Jose are yet to win a 

ensini (Parma. Italy). match in the World 

oza, Spain), Heman Cup finals. Nt) wonder 

““Fernando after the draw at Las 

O.Dtego Simeone vegasinDec'93 

o Mancuso (Boca vegasinuec. vj, 

lependieme).Josc some Argentine 

), Dark) Franco journalists said it was 

■ce qgem), Leonardo like 'bingo at Las 

many), Shinn: Vegas'. 

lina), Cani^. Abel Argentina kicks off 

1 Onega (River Plate), against Greece at 

dtohama Marines). Boston on June 21 at 

about mid-day, and 

the heat should 

.. definitely favour 
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Gakiwl BaiisMa; Hw K« 
iofwarrf of iypwMiM Hit 
tctriai afeilit|M win 
dacMt hit Ium's ftit in 
■wWorMCnii 


Fernando Radomlo: 

aged 24 years, midfielder. An outsianding 
midfielder with a gmid work rale, powerful 
shots and tackles well. However, he tends to 
he inainsislent. 


Sergio Goycochea: 

aged 50 years. Known as the 'King of the 
penalty shcH)i-oul', he relies on instinct to 
save pt'nahies. A safe custtxlian with gtMid 
positioning skills and anticipation. 

Diege Mw a de na : 

aged 3 3 years. Simply the greatest player of his 
generation and one of the best of all time. 
Slowed down, hut still a potent force with his 
magical free kicks and excellent through 
passes. 


Diego Simeone: 

aged 23 years. A skilful playmaker. He has 
good atntrol and passe's with vision. Is lielter 
going forward and d<K's little defensive work. 


them. Four days 

later, they play the African champions Nigeria 
at the same venue in an evening kick-off. 

Their concluding group match is against 
Bulgaria at Dallas. Eight years ago in Mexico, 
Argentina beat Bulgaria 2-0 in their final 
Group A league match. Coach Alfio Basile 
would want history to repeat itself. 

Will Argentina be more entertaining in 
USA this summer? Alfio Basile who replaced 
Carlos Bilardo as national coach in 1990, 
started impressively. They won the South 
American championships twice in 1991 and 
1993 and the Inter-Continental 
championships at Riyadh in 1992. They had 
an unbeaten sequence of 31 full 
internationals, a record for Argentina. Yet in 
the World Cup qualifiers, things fell apart. 
Argentina came secxtnd in their group, losing 
1 -2 and 0 -5 to Columbia. The 0-5 defeat at 
Buenos Aires was the worst home loss ever for 
Argentina. After this debacle. Maradona 
returned to the national team on popular 
request. 

National coach Basile has liecome cautious 
aftci the humiliating defeat by Colombia. 

He can ntjw cluMtse from an cxnting 
quartet of forwards, AIh' 1 Balbo, leading 
scorer Gabriel Batistuta, Claudio Ciaiuiigia. 
returning to the game after an international 
lian for drug abuse and Ramon Medina Bello. 

Basile has his work cut out but 
his major dilemma is 

whether to use ageing stars like Maradona 
and Ruggeri as substitutes or play them from 
the start of the match? 

Given their depth of talent, Argentina has 
enough potential to top Group D. For the 
second round they do not have to travel, and 
will play at Boston against the third placed 
teams of Group B, E and F. which could be one 
of the African nations, Cameroon, Morocco or 
Mexico. In the quarter final also at Boston, 
they sho’ild meet Spain, a team of talented 
players .but with no history in the World Cup. 
So on paper Argentina should make it to the 
semis, where they could meet either Germany 
or Italy.# 


Players to watch: 


Gabrisl BatisMa: aged 25 years. A speedy 
frontrunner and devastating finisher. He has 
the speed and skills to evade tight marking 
and could be one of the stars of the World Cup. 







These 
first^ttme 
(fuatifierswilf 
be potential 
second-rounde- 
rs thanks to 
their European 
based 

professionals 



K nown as the Green Eagles, 

Nigeria are the most talented of the 
three African nations participating 
in this World Cup. The sheer 
potential of the team is enormous because 
they can choose a squad of players competing 
in the top professional clul» in Europe. Most 
experts rate Nigeria as more slcillul and 
talented than Cameroon, the first African 
nation to qualify for the quarter finals in the 
World Cup in ludia '90. 

Speed, suength, 
one touch passing and 
powerful shooting are 
the hallmarks of their 
game. In the midfield 
and attack there is an 
abundance of talent. 

As the talented 
midfielder Virtor 
Ikpeba warns, 'The 
Nigerian national 
team has players with 
great individual skills 
but little coUectivc 


ability and teamwork." 

So for Nigeria, making their debut in the 
World Cup, temperament will be a vital 
factor. The Dutch born coach Clemens 
Westcrhof has been with the national team 
for five years and has moulded them into a 
powerful attacking force. Recent winners of 
the Africans Nations Cup, Nigeria have the 
potenial to excel in USA this summer. 

However, Nigeria are beset by 
administrative problems, intense pressure 
__ from a vocal 


SQUAD 


tMUred A^ioonavbare, Peter Ridai 
MmImk Austin l^^voen, Ben IctAa, 

Stephen Keriii, Uche (Bcafbr, Udie 
CBcectndrmi, Nduka I^^MdeMUMi^ 
fkokn, Bnicka Bzeugo, Vletar Opeba, Austto 
Okoc^ llionipson CHlna. Sunday 0Bsen. 
FanMHlB Bsunanud AmtmHte, Hndi Geoige, 
SamstHi Siaria, RadtkfiYddnillHigH: 
Clemens Westerixd. Bom: MaatSi 3,1940in 
Holland. Anxdnted: FilllMu«ry 1991 (second 
time). 


popular press over 
controversial 
selections. If the team 
can overcome these 
factors and click, a lot 
can be expected from 
them. 

Except for 
Argentina there are 
no big names in 
Nigeria's group. The 
other opponents in 
Group D are World 





Cup debutants Greece and 
Bulgaria who are yet to win a match in the 
World Cup finals. Nigeria kick off against 
Bulgaria at Dallas on June 21, in a late night 
match. This could be a memorable clash of the 
two volatile strikers, Hristo Stoich kov of 
Bulgaria who plays for Barcelona and Rachidi 
Yekini the big bustling striker of Nigeria and 
Vitoria Setubal. 

Next Nigeria take on Argentina at Boston 
on June 25. This will be a test of temperament 
as the team have to adjust to changes of time 
zones and climate in f{)ur days. Their last 
game against Greece, also at Boston on June 
30 could be the qualifying decider. Nigeria's 
matches arc in the evening or late night and so 
the heat will not l>e a major detriment. 

Coach Westerhof hopes that Nigeria can 
qualify as the second team from Group D. 11 
they do, they will take on temperamental 
Italy, the probable winners ol Group E, at New 
York on July 5. With numerous 

Italian-Americans rooting for their team, tliis 
match will be a crucial test for Nigeria. 

Coming third in their group will also not be of 
much advantage to Nigeria as they may then 
have to play the title favourites Brazil at San 
Francisco on American Independence Day. So 
the second round may be the end of the road 
for Nigeria. 

However, several players of the 'Supr-r 
Eagles' are bound to leave a favourable 
impression. The midfield is really brimming 
with talent. The latest sensation is the 
teenager, 19-year-old Sunday Oliseh from 
F.C. Liege, who is lanky and lithe, but tackles 
strongly and passes accurately. Others to 
impress ctmld be Victor Ikpeba of Monaco, 
France and Austin Okocha who plays for 
Eintrachi Frankfurt of Germany. Okocha 
excelled in the Under-20 World Cup at 
Australia last year. Upfront George Finidi of 
Ajax Amsterdam is one of the fastest wingers 
in the world. Twenty-one-year Daniel 
Amokachi of Brugge, Belgium was the top 
goalscorer for his club and impressed this year 
in the European Champions Cup. Striker 
Yekini, Nigeria's top international goal-scorer 
with 23 goals and the Afiican Footballer of the 
Year, could be one of the stars of this World 
Cup. Nigeria has the talent and experience to 
excel but a fragile defence and suspect 
temperament could be their AchillesHed. ^ 



Gaorie Finidi: his short 
hoists of spend CM prow 
to bo the undoing of any 


Piayers to watch; 


6 Bid'ge Rnidi; aged 2 3 years. He can play on 
both flanks, has great speed, crosses well and 
can cut in score. Plays for Ajax Amsterdam 
and is still a bit one-paced depending on speed 
only. 

Rachidi Yakini: aged 30 years. African 
FootballerOf the Year. Top scorer in the recent 
’African nations Cup at Tunisia with five goals. 
Strong, good in the air and can take powerful 
shots with both feet. 


Emmaanel Aimmike: aged 2 s years. Made his 
international debut last year. Speedy forward 
with powerful shots, scored twice in the 
African Nations Cup final versus Zambia. 

Plays for Zamalek of Egypt and helped his club 
win the African Champions's and Super Cup. 








' 

}M>or build up to 
the World Cup 
make their 
chances 
remote, even if 
they are in a 
relatively easy 
group 



G reece will be one of three 

debutants in World Cup USA, 

1994. Their initial aim will be to 
proceed beyond the first round. It 
is surely plausible as they are not in a very 
formidable group. Their opponents in Group 
D, are Argentina, Nigeria (also World Cup 
debutants) and Bulgaria which is yet to win a 
match in the World Cup finals. 

The team will be 
supported fanatically 
by thousands of 

Greek-Americans BeaBrin^ir Antonis W 

which should help 

. Karataidis* l^anasisKc 

them gel over their i a « 

... * ManoJas, Yiannis Kaiin 

initial nervousness. yWItaW: Tasos Mitropo 

Coach Alketas Yiotls Tsalouhidis, Nike 

Panagoulias is Anionious, George Tou 

banking on tight Karapialis, Savas Kofidi 

organisation and team Forwards; AlexandroSi 

spirit in order to create Alexandris, Dimitris Sa 

a lasting impression in Oimitriadis, Nikos Mad 

this edition of the Alketas Panag 

World Cup. He Appointed May 1 


Ba rtk aapa rr Antonis Minou, Costas Haniotanis 
Dafaadan: Suatos Apostolakis, Kyriakos 
Karataidis, Ihanasis Kolitsidakis, Steiios 
Manolas, Yiannls Kailtzakis, Alexis Aiexiou 
MhNieM: Tasos Mitropoulos, Nikos Tsiantakis, 
Yiotls Tsalouhidis, Nikos NiopUas, Costas 
Anionious, George Toursounidis, Vasilis 
Karapialis, Savas Kofidis, Spiros Tsalouchidis 
Forwards; Alexandros Alexoudis, Alexandros 
Alexandris, Dimitris Saravalos, Vasilis 
Dimitriadis, Nikos Machlas, Costas Franueskos. 
Managar Alketas Panagoulias. Bom May 30, 
1034. Appointed May 1992 (second time) 


realises the lack of world class 

stars in his team and hence his emphasis is on 

team-work. 

Greece relies on a packed defence and quick 
counter attacks. Speed is their forte. They play 
a very European game, lots of one touch 
approach play, strength in midfield and speed 
in attack. In defence, they rely on man4o-man 
marking. 

Club football is well 

organised in Greece 

and local matches 
lou, Costas Haniotanis , . . 

, ,. „ . , between teams like 

lakis, Kynakos . , 

;sidakis,Stellos Olympiakosvs 

ds. Alexis Aiexiou Panathiakos evoke a 

os, Nikos Tsiantakis, I*** passion. 

NiopUas, Costas However, the national 

ounidis, Vasilis team has had little 

Spiros Tsalouchidis success. Their best 

rxoudis, Alexandros performance was in 

valos, Vasilis I ggQ yvhen they 

IS, Cosus Franueskos. ,j,e finals of 

luas. Bom May 30, .. _ 

92 (second time) the European 

_Championships. 










They held Wesi 

Germany to a goalless draw and lost 0-1 to 
Holland. 

Passion, determination and a sense of 
honour are the strong points of the Greek 
team. They lack flair, great individual skill and 
World Cup experience. Still coach 
Panagouilas should be credited for moulding 
them into a spirited unit which could cause 
quitea few upsets. They could well turn out to 
be the Cameroon of the 1994 World Cup. 

Panagouilas is a wily and experienced 
coach and this is his second stint as national 
coach. Earlier he was the coach from 
1971 -1981. He also coached the US national 
team during the Wot Id Cup qualifiers in 1986. 
In his second spell as national coach, he has 
transformed Greece into a tactical, cohesive 
team. 

A fox by the name ol Penelope will be 
Greece's mascot in their quest for World Cup 
gloiy. The choice is appropriate. Greece play a 
wily game, luring their opponents into attac k 
and relying on quick counters to score. Like 
Penelope, in epic poet Homer's epic Odyssey 
who waited two decades for her husband to 
return from the Trojan Wars, the Greek 
national team has waited 64 years to have 
reached the World Cup finals. 

Greece play Argentina on June 2.1 at 
Boston, then Bulgaria at Chicago on .lune 26 
and finally Nigeria on June 30 at Boston. They 
could qualify as the third team from the group 
which could lead to a second round clash with 
cither Colombia or more likely Brazil at San 
Francisco on the American Independence 
Day.# 


Players to watch: 


Tasos Mitropouios: aged 36. The Greek 
skipper will be one of the oldest players on 
view in this World Cup. Greece's fortunes 
depend a lot on this talented midfielder 
who plays for AFK Athens in the Greek 
league 

Yiannis Kalitzakis: aged 27 years. Strong man 
to man market. Good in the air and a 
tenacious tackier. 


SSSidSii'S.. “S'" “ ve.rs. A skllif,,! 

cippad player in Greaee player, who can create openings with his near 
perfect passing. 

Dimitris Sarvakos: aged 32 years. One of the 
most veteran players in the Greek side. A 
free-kick expert who can score fromalong 
range and is a bustling striker. 
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The team tfiat 
kept France out 
of this 
tournament 
has a strike 
force that can 
shock a few 
teams 

•• 



B ulgaria sneaked into the World 
Cup finals, like an uninvited guest 
gatecrashing into a party. They 
scored a dramatic 2-1 win over 
France in a crucial qualifier at Paris with a last 
minute goal by the highly rated striker Emil 
Kostadinov. Incidentally, Bulgaria had not 
won in Paris for 61 years, 

Now that Bulgaria has qualified for their- 
sixth World Cup,expectations are higher than 
before. They have a potent attack which could 
trouble any defence. Barcelona's 
temperamental Hristo Stoichkov is a world 
class forward and goal-scorer and will be ably 
assisted by 


Kostadinov who plays 
forF.C. Porto of 
Portugal, while 
Luboslav Pdtiev (the 
national coach's 
nephew) plays lor 
Valencia in Spain 
Overall, the Bulgarian 
squad lor this World 
C'.up, should have 
many experienced 


SQUAD 


GoaHtMpwt: Boris Mikhailov, Dimitar Popov, 
Peter Hubchev Datendert; Trl|on Ivanov, Zanko 
Zvetanov, Zapryan Rakhov, Krasidlir Bezinski, 
Illian Kiriakov MMfMdm Zlatko Yankov, 
Krasimir Balakuv, Daniel Borfmoy, Kicolai 
Todorov, Nasko Sirsikov, Fatwardi: Hristo 
Stoichkov, Emil Kostadinov, Luboslav Panev, 
Ivailu Yordanov. Maaagar: Dimitar Panev. Born: 
.inly 12,1945. Appointed; 1991. 


players, as 11 Bulgarians are playing abroad in 
the top professional leagues. 

In spite of this advantage, coach Dimitar 
Panev is concerned about a weak midlield and 
defence. This has made him adopt a defensive 
4-4-2 formation and these tactics have made 
flint unpopular with his star players. Acc 
striker Stoichkov has won three Spanish 
championships and a CTiampions' Ciup with 
Barcelona He prefers to jtlay in the altacking 
mode, a style favoured by Cruyff at Barcelona, 
with three men up front. This dispute over 
tactical formations has led to frequent ego 
clashes between the players and the coach 
Unless 


this imbroglio gets 
resolved, Bulgaria 
may apjtear disjointed 
at the World Cup. 

Still, most 

Bulgarian fans hope 
that their country will 
make a date with 
history al USA this 
summer. In five 
previous World Cup 
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appearances, Bulgaria have not won a single 
match. Six draws, including a goalless one 
with England in 1962 at Chile, and a 1 -1 with 
Italy at the Azteca stadium in 1986 represent 
their best achievement till now. Overall, 
Bulgaria has played in 16 matches in the 
World Cup finals, drawn six and lost ten. Their 
worst defeat was a 1 -6 infliaed by Hungary in 
1962. They have scored 11 and conceded 35 
goals. Considering Bulgaria's attacking 
potential, they hope to break their World Cup 
jinx this year. 

Bulgaria start their Cup campaign against 
World Cup debutants Nigeria in Dallas on 
June 21 in a late night match. As it could be 
quite hot at Dallas, a late evening match at the 
Cotton Bowl will suit Bulgaria Next in the 
battle of the Balkans they meet Greece at 
CTiicago's Soldier Field on June 26. That 
would be a inid-day match which would be 
equally disadvantageous to both Furopean 
sides. Both had last met in the World Cup 
qualifiers m 1989, Bulgaria winning4-0 in 
Varna and Greece 1 -0 at Athens. The last 
inaich is against runners up Argentina at 
Dallas on June 30 and is again a late night kick 
off. 

As always Bulgaria has a dour and rugged 
defence, m which Zaprayri Rakhov and lllian 
Kiriakov are the key players, fl their midtield 
clicks, Bulgaria could qualify as the third ot 
second [ilaced team m Ciroup D, Lxcept lor 
Argentina, the other thiee countries are of 
equal strength, making it a very open gtoup. 
i.:c)ach Panev wtll hope that his playmakers in 
itie midfield, Zlatko Yankov and Kiasiniir 
Balakov can provide passes to the forwards to 
help them play to their potential. 

If Bulgaria qualifies as the second team in 
group D, they will meet the winneis of group 
E in the next round, at New York on .fitly 5 If 
they emerge as the third team ol their group 
they could meet either the winners of Gi ouji 
A or group 13, and Brazil or Colombia seem to 
be the safest bets. This may be the end of the 
road for Bulgaria at the World Cup. Still, il 
Stoichkov can control his volatile temper and 
display his obvious talent and coach Panev 
can mould his team into a cohesive unit and 
restoie self confidence and pride, Bulgaria 
could win their first ever World Cup final 
match and start a successful campaign. • 



Hristo Stoichkov is a 

( irolHic striker with a lothal 
oft foot hut will have to 
keep his temporamont in 
check in order to succeed 


Players to watch: 


Hristo Stoichkov; aged 28 years. Winnei of 
the Golden Boot in Europe with 38 goals for 
CSKA Sofia iti 1990 before Joining Barcelona. 
A loll foxUed player with captivating speed 
and skills. He is very competitive and a 
consistent goal getter but has a volatile 
tcmiicrament. 

Emil Kostadinov: aged 2(, years. A skilful, 
roving forward who en joys dribbling past 
defenders A goalscorer-cum-schemer with 
his club, F.C Porto in Portugal. 

Zlatko Yankov. aged n years. The main 
schemer whose overall skills have improved 
after his stint with Valladolid in the Spanish 
first division. 
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Their talent 
ensures 
that they are 
among the 
favourites 



I TALY face a double dilemma at this 
year's World Cup Their fanatical 
supporters expect success, which for 
them means at least a place m the 


semi-finals For coach Arngo Sacchi, success 


translates into a display of champagne soccer, 
attacking, running and chasmg, 
used so successfully 
by his club team A C 


Milan, four to five 

The cruaal query M«thegl«ii (I* 

thatansesis was fliMwK Luigi A|x>Ik 

Sacchi's success as a Lorenzo Mtaottl (Part 

club coach Cottacurta« Franco Ba 

intnnsically MaUroTanatti(Mdafi 

dependent on the (Torino). liiSaliaia: 1 

skills of the three Conte (Juwwtus). Rol 

talented athletic Al henioi (Milati), Alb 

Dutchmen, Ruud (Iwemail 

Gulht MarcoVan Ba^o(Juyenti^).Gf 

Basren anri FrAnW Casiiaghl (LaziO), Dan 

Hasten and Frank Olanfranco Zola (Pam 

Rijkaard’Sacchi has Miwu a r . ArrigoSacch 

tned to impose his Rom April 1st 1946; 

ideas of pressing and Appointed' Oct '91. 

attacking football_ 


cmi An 


bn his Italian national team 


However, Italy s stuttering World Cup 


quahfymgperiormantes indicate that the 


team is not yet attuned with Sacclii s style of 


play In fact, since Sacchi had taken over m 


1991, the national team has rarely delivered 


on the colleaivc promise suggested by 


numerous individual 


talents 

Sacchi also has been 

Bl B te a p i rat GfaUdura Pi^liura (Sampdorla), '"f 

Luca MaichcBUmi (Lazio), Luca Bussl (Farau). selection oi the 

ttrfMian: Luigi A|x>Ilon|, Antonio Benamvo, national team and m 
LorenzoMhiotti (Partna), Alessandro two years, he has 

Co«acurta, Fraiteo ilarcri, PwrfoMaldinL picked nearly 69 

MaUro Tasaotri (Mdan), ItobetteMussi players He chose )4 

(Torino). tNMaUMKDiijo Baggio, Antonio players for Italy's 

Conte (Juwwtus). RobertoOnnadpuL Deinetrio world Cup qualifiers 
Alhental(WUlan),Alhei^Et{anlSaihpdorta Sacchi explains this 

Nicola Betti (ItnenMatonate}. f a W li H l K RlAcno vanetvhvrlAimmo 

Baggio (Juventus). mxuepp* BignOrt Pier Luigi . . , . ^ 

Cpslfaghi (Lazio), OanieleMa«faro(MHan), , ,, , 

Olanfranco Zola (Panna). 

llaaafw;ArrlgoSaccht. players, who keep 

Bom Aprd 1st 1946; emerging because 

Appointed' Oct '9l. they have the most 

____J competitive league 
















intfaewfockl. 

play in the 4-4-2 formation and 
t^iladuGa Pagliuca of Sampdoria is their first 
choice keeper. The Milan trio of Barcsi, 
Mal^nl and Alessandro Costacurta are 
certainties in defence, the other contenders 
being Parma's defenders Antonio Benarrivo, 
Lorenzo Minotti and Torino's Roberto Mussi. 

In midfield, Dino Baggio, Demetrio 
Albertini and Giuseppe Signori arc the first 
choices. With Lentini unfit, following a car 
accident the other berth could be filled by tlie 
1990 World Cup veteran, Roberto Donadoni 
or Stefano Eranio. European Player-Of-The- 
Year, Roberto Baggio is certain to play a roving 
game in attack. He is now a free-kick expert 
also and is dangerous from anywhere near the 
box. Baggio could have an impact in the 
World Cup USA, like Zico did for Brazil in 
1982. Pier Luigi Casiraghi or Marco Simone 
arc favoured to partner Baggio upfront. 

In group E, Italy has the advantage of 
staying on the East toast. They will play their 
matches in New York and Washington, so 
they will not encounter the hassles of 
different time zones. Italy kick off against the 
Republic of Ireland on June 18 at New York, 
then play Norway on June 2 J also at the same 
venue and finally take on Mexico at 
Washington. With three points for a win, Italy 
cannot afford to play drawn games as in the 
past. Italy should top group E and in the next 
round they could take on Nigeria or Bulgaria, 
runner-up of group D. This match is also at 
New York, which should suit Italy. Their 
toughest match could be against holders 
Germany in the rpiarterfinals. The venue will 
suit Italy, as it is in New York, where they get 
maximum crowd support. Whoever wins this 
tie, could reach the final. But then again, Italy 
or Germany could 'tactically' try to avoid each 
other in the quarterfinals.^ 


Players to Watch: 


Franco Baresi: aged years. Recalled from 
international retirement last year. Still the 
hub of the Italian defence, a ferocious tackier, 
excellent in interceptions and quick to attack. 
Has a commanding presence on the pitch. 

Paolo Maldini: aged 25 years. A right footed 
player who prefers to play as left back. Very 
quick on the overlap, covers and anticipates 
well. 



Roboilo Baggio: Aged 27 years. European 
was rtcaUadflm ***** Player- Of- T he-Year, expeaed to dominate the 

ratiraimmt last year World Cup with his uncanny dribbling and 

visionary passing. The only danger is that he 
may be fouled out of the game unless he gets 
adequate protection from the referees. 

Dino Baggio: aged 22 years. No relation of 
Roberto. He is a hard, uncompromising 
midfielder, a strong tackier, links well 
between defence and attack and has a 
powerful shot. His work load is exemplary 
and he is the dynamo of the national team. An 
unselfish runner of the ball who creates 

PHOTOWV,PHi COLORSPORVOLYMP1A OpeOlngS. 
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Having topped 
a group that 
included 
England, 
Holland and 
Poland they are 
the dark horses 
fora 

quarter-final 

berth 


T he valiant Vikings from Norway will 
be a difficult team to overlook in the 
'94 World Cup. For years, Norway 
was renowned as the country of the 
Winter Olympic sports, bul now the 
Norwegian football team is the toast in the 
land of the fjords, for their successful 
campaign in the World Cup qualifiers. They 
emerged as the runaway winners of Group2, 
with seven wins, two draws and a solitary 
inconsequential defeat to Turkey. The 
favourites, Holland and England, then fought 
for the second place. 

Norway has 
for the 

World Cup finals for 

only the second time 6oiM«»i>«Ki!rik Thprs 

ever and for the BahaAwi: Hetihing 8ei 

Norwegian football RoMy^J^nsen-latsoa 

fans the long wait, as S»neBrats 

the minnows of HaBe.XarelngB»>rl^^ 

European football is 

. MyklandlamBobfiiei 

finally over. Their RekdalFpnwrtr iteA 

only previous Goran Soribth.-Wgiiig 

qualification was way 22,1942, Appt*tt«d! 1‘ 

back in 19i8at __. 



> 



GoaNcwpnK Erik Thprstvedt, Fro^Gnidas 
OifMAni: Henhing Berg, Stigl^eBjomebye/ 
Roimy Johnaen-(aisoa |nk^|lil4rj, Rogc^Nlisien 
MBRiMmi: Bune Bnts^'ltriveep^), Quritfir 
HaBe.Xare li^ibd^^en, Eeqi^tdsen, 

Jan Ove Pedwseii, jvar ^obwil, Erik 

Mykland, law Bobfuan .^$o a 
Rekdal Aa^;Il}a^lt, Jqsw.Elo, , 

Goran Sorloth. W iwin iWt -Apifl’' 

22,1942, 


France and ended in the first round itself 
when they lost gracefully to eventual 
champions Italy, 1 -2. 

So Norway will look for their first over 
World Cup win, when they kick off against 
Mexico in Group E at Washington on June 19. 
They next play Italy at New York on June 2 J 
in a late night match and historically Italy has 
always been a nemesis for Norway. In the 
1936 Berlin Olympics, Norway caused an 
historic upset beating their German hosts in 
front of an enraged Adolf Hiller 

before losing to 
ultimate gold 
medallists Italy in the 
semi-finals. Two years 
edt, FrodeGrodas later, they lost to Italy 

StiglngeBjomebye,^ in the first round of 
k^glRogetNIIsen the World Cup. So the 
Italy-Norway match 

8lso« Waid);;Bjeifl order to decide the 

elUdribltJost^teBlo, , qualifiers for the 

^TD^ itorB: Alps ; second round from 

fp, 7" .. r , ‘ Group E, also known 

■ ’ '' ^'■'l as the 'group of death'. 










Tte Iburthieain in this competitive group is 
theltepubiicof IieUnd who meet Norway at 
JfS^lfOtk oh June 28, where the midday heat 
ootddbe a disadvantage to both sides who rely 
on di^nce and quick counters. 

Overall. Norway is a compact team with a 
resolute defence and a hard working midfield. 
They should progress from group E, as the 
second or third placed team. If they become 
the group E runners-up they could meet the 
potential group F winners—either Holland or 
Belgium at Orlando. If they finish third in 
their group, they could meet either the 
wituiers of group A, expeaedly Colombia or 
the winners of group D, South American 
giants Argentina. 

Self-confidence, sheer professionalism and 
a nucleus of good players could make Norway 
the shock-troopers of this World Cup. The 
Norwegian coach Egil Olsen, a former 
journalist and lecturer in physical education, 
is an avowed Marxist-Letunist and a tactical 
wizard who spends hours analysing 
opponents on the video. He prepares for each 
campaign as thoroughly and painsukingly as 
Che Guevara launching a guerrilla raid and 
has succeeded in instilling confidence and a 
fierce will to win amongst his players. The 
Norwegian defence is very compact and is the 
team's forte. Rune Bratseth the sweeper back 
who plays for Werder Bremen in Germany is 
Norway's most complete player of aU time. 
Goalkeeper Erik Thorstvedt who plays for 
Spurs in England is tall, aimmanding and 
very reliable. 

Norway use a 1 -3-4-2 formation. Their 
strength is in midfield with players like Jahn 
Ivar Jakobsen. Erik Mykiand and Kjetil 
Rekdal whose work rate, tackling and 
distribution is exemplary. Their style of play is 
not entertaining, as they have a packed 
midfield and rely on speedy counter attacks. 
However, they are an athletic strong and 
combative side who will be difficult to beat. 

Norway's rapid progress in the 
international circuit was the result of their 
Federation becoming professional in 1986. 
Their domestic football became totally 
professional and many of their top players 
were sought by leading European clubs. The 
spin off was certainly beneficial and now the 
national team is ambitious and can compete 
with the best in the world. • 


Erick Thonttail: aged 31 years. Plays for 
Tottenham Hotspurs m Breland since 1988. 
His gripping is good and he is adept against 
crosses from both Oanks. An experienced 
player who has represented clubs in 
Germany, Sweden and now England. 

Jaa Paga fianfoit aged 27 years. Can 
function on both flanks and is a prolific scorer. 
Has played professional football with Rapid 
Vienna of Austria and Swindon Town of 
England. 

IQalilRakdafcaged 25 years. Norway's ace 
midfielder with an exemplary work rate. A 
good tackier and an even better distributor 
of the ball. 
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dQ^ncewitha 
compatent 
attack if they 


repeating their 
1990 

quarter-final 

performance 


E xponents of the long bail, the 

Republic of Ireland ^yingin only 
their second World Cup hnals are a 
team of chaiaaer and rugged 
detennination. With ten of their players over 
30 years old they could be labelled as the 
senior citizens of the World Cup. Defender 
Kevin Moran at 38, is the eldest in'the squad 
and would be one of the oldest players on ■ 
view In this World Cup. 

Age, some nagging injuries and a 
demanding schedule could be Ireland's 
'Achilles Heel' in 

World Cup USA'94. |■|||||||||[||■ 

Coach Jack Chariton's 
reluctance to I _ _ 


experiment, and his 
faith in established 
players may be the 
cause of Ireland's 
downfall. Only 
midfielder Roy Keane, 
aged 22 years, 
defender Steve 
Staunton and the 
reserve goalkeeper. 


RaHtaapan: Pat Botmer, Allan Kelly BaliaiHa: 
Dennis Irwin, Steve Staunton (also plays tai 
mhffiekikTeiTy Phelan, Davii^ bleary, Paul ' 
McGrath, Kevto Moraiv Alan Keiitaghan 
imiaMan: Ray Houipiton^ Aii^'lownSend, 
Roy Keane^ Ronnie Whelan, Aim McLoughlin, 
Eddie McGoMricfc PMunniK Tony Casauino. 
John Aldridge, David lOdly, Toa^ Coyne, 
Maaaiar Jack Chaitum. Bom: 1936. 

Appointed: 1986, 


both aged 25 years could be tenned as the 
young Irish players. Like in Italia '90, the 
spirit and a fierce will to win will lie evident, 
should they have the strength to sustain 
their ail-action, fast running, long ball taaics. 

Scoring goals is Ireland's biggest problem. 
Ace striker Nial Quinn is unavailable due to a 
knee injury and his obvious replacement, 
Tony Cascarino also underwent surgery this 
year. Cascarino is yet to recover fully from the 
surgery and is not yet a first choice for his club 
Chelsea. To add to Ireland's woes twin striker 
John Aldridge who is 
Vnilllllllll^^ 3 5 years old, has 

■MLHHHHHHj his speed and is inj ury 

_ , prone. In sheer 

, AHanKdiy MmiMi: desperation. Jack 

mum^ptaysto chariton has hastily 

David Oleary, Paul . .J 

AlaoKeiKlrahan expenmented with 

an- AiJ^StSend, newcomers David 

;lai>. Aim McLoughlfn, Kelly and Tommy 

fdKTonyCasauino. Coyne. The astute 

j(y,Toa^Coyric, Irish coach, has 

Bum: Atay A193*. realised that the game 

plan of the 1990 

. . World Cup, 







LAND 

which was playing for a draw 
would not click in the USA as a win is now 
worth three points. Therefore Ireland will 
have to win atleast one match in Group E if 
they arc to proceed to the next round. 

The Irish kick-off against Italy at New York 
on June 18 in the evening. Four years ago, the 
Irish lost 0-1 to Italy in the quarter finals. It 
remains to be seen how they will cope with 
the flair of Roberto Baggio and his team-mates 
this summer. Ireland's next halt is at Orlando, 
where the Irish take on a new - look Mexico on 
June 24. Their last match is against the 
resilient and equally tough Norwegians at 
New York on June 28. This match scheduled 
to be played at noon would be more of a 
disadvantage to the 'up and under' style of 
Ireland then the quick counter attacking of 
the Norwegians. 

The Irish are always motivated by a big 
occasion and Jack Charlton has always 
succeeded in inspiring Ireland to greater 
heights. However, considering the 
disadvantage of an ageing and unsettled team, 
and the lack of goal scorers, Irish heroics at 
USA may be at a premium. If their luck holds 
out they could qualify as the third team from 
their group and this could see them in a 
second round clash with either Columbia or 
Argentina, and this could be their swan long 
in the '94 World Cup. 

Charlton opts for the 4-4-2 or 4-5-1 
formation. Individual flair and ball skills are 
two rare traits in the Irish side and for his 
hustling long ball tactics to succeed, the 
midfielders must be nippy and appear in 
scoring positions for layoffs and Aide ons. The 
midAeld is one of Ireland's strong points and 
much is expected of Roy Keane, Ray 
Houghton, Ronnie Whelan, (who 
incidentaUy is also recovering from injury) 
and Andy Townsend. Paul McGrath is a world 
class defender but lack of pace may expose the 
others in the Irish defence. StiU it te their 
never-say-die spirit which could make Jack 
Charlton's Irishmen formidable opponenu 
and a tough nut to crack. # 



Hoy Ifaias- Ifci iMHa Ww 

KPflag aapWaaL Ain 
•aodiiWda|lkaa«ack 
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Players to watch; 


Roy Kooim: aged 22 years. A quick-thinking 
fast running midAelder who excels in gliding 
into scoring positions and them succeeds in 
linking defence and attadc. Speed, tight 
control and sudden acceleration are the 
hallmaiics of his game. He was an unknown 
amateur tAl three years ago, playing for Cobh 
Ramblers before being spottH and groomed 
by the astute Brian Clough. He has now 
moved to Manchester ynited for a record 
£3.75maiion. 
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M exico , like Italy and Greece is 
another country that will have 
pasaonate local support in the 
World Cup. There arc over 15 
million Americans of Mexican descent in the 
USA and they will surely root passionately for 
their team. Many Ians will cross the border 
fHom Mexico to cheer their favourites. The 
hopes of 81 million Mexicans are soaring, as - 
experts rate the current Mexican side as the 
best ever. This will be their tenth World Cup 
final appearance. 

In nine previous 
final appearances, 

Mexico had littk C aa ifc aapit i : Jorge Cam: 

success. A total of only D a l saia n: Claudio Suar 
six wins in 29 games. Perales, Jesus Ramon R 

Five of those victories (aho plays in the midfie 

were at home, two in Miguel Herrera MMaM 

1970and three in Jose Manuel de la Torre 

1986 both of which Patino, Benjamin Galin( 

Mcxicohostcd. fawixLuis G«da.O 

Mexico has drawn six 
and lost seventeen of j 

their matches ' _ 


keep their 
temperament 
in check if they 


qualifying from 
this tough group 


B a aBm pi fi: Jorge Compos, Adrian Chavez 
Maadan: Claudttu Suarez, Juan Ramirez 
Perales, Jesus Ramon Ramirez, Ignado Ambriz 
(also plays in the midfield), Raul Gutierrez, 
Miguel Herrera Mi d B i W i r r MarceHnoReraal 
Jose Manuel de la Torre, Miguel Espana, David 
Patino, Beqjamin Galindo, Alberto Garda 
I ww a rth ; Luis (^da. Cados Hetinisillo, Luis 
Flores, Zague. MiaagH: Miguel Megla Baron. 
Bom: September 6, 1944. Anointed: December 
1992. 


in the World Cup. They have scored 27 
and conceded sixty four goals in the 
tournament so far. Their biggest 
win is 4-0 versus El Salvador in 1970 and the 
largest defeat, a 0-6 rout by West Germany in 
1978. Their best performance was inevitably 
at home, where they finished as the quarter 
finalists in 1970 and 1978. 

Mexico missed Italia '90 due to suspension. 
In 1988 Mexico was found guilty of using 
over-aged players in the qualifying rounds 
of the 1989 World 

[jrTnii[liilH^^ Cup. FIFA 

punished them 

os, Adrian Chavez severely, by banning 

z, Juan Ramirez them from 

mirez, Ignado Ambriz international 

d), Raul Gutierrez, competition at all 

fKMarceHnoReraal levels. 

Miguel Espana, David 

o,A^G«ia^ summer, Mexico 

lios Hennisulo* Luis , 

aguel Megla Baron. hopes to wipe out 

k Anointed: December these memones, with 

some exhilarating 

____ fcxitball. In 











the past Modcan footbaB was slow 
paced with lots of individual 
ddH to show but little cohesion. Now coach 
Mi^l Mijia Baron, a qualified dentist has 
turned them into an adventurous team. 

Mexico now piay in an exdting 4-3-3 
formation. Hiey use the "pressing" taaics or 
attadcingat speed, popularised by Arrigo 
Sacchi at A.C. Milan in 1989 and 1990. Up 
front, the ageless Hugo Sanchez, the former 
striker with Real Madrid of Spain, still retains 
his goal scoring instincts. He is assisted by 
talented ball players like Luis Garda and Luis 
Alves. The midfield is ably marshalled by the 
indefatigable Ignado Ambrez and the creative 
David Patino. The Mexican defenders Claudio 
Suarez, Juan Perales and Jesus Ramirez like 
pushing forward and pressurising opposing 
forwards near the halfway line. 

The Mexicans probably have in their ranks 
the most exdting goalkeeper of this World 
Cup, Joige Campos. He is a flamboyant 
custodian in the mould of the eccentric 
Columbian Rene Higuita, with vivid, multi¬ 
coloured shirts and dribbling forays upheld. 
He is a coluuful player who always stirs up 
exdtement, and is a charader the media 
relishes. Above all he is agile and ran make 
daring saves. The Mexicans are now winning 
against top teams away from the Aztec 
stadium where the fans and the altitude arc a 
bonus. 

They are grouped with Italy, Norway and 
the Republic of Ireland, a trio of formidable 
rivals. Mexico take on Norway on June 19 at 
Washington, the Republic of Ireland at 
Orlando on June 24 and Italy at Washington 
on June 28. In the heat of Orlando they could 
prevail against the long ball tactics of Jack 
Charlton's Irishmen. They may aime through 
as the third team in group E, which would 
mean a second round clash with runners-up 
Argentina at Boston on July 5. It is a mid-day 
clash, and who knows with a linle bit of luck 
the Mexicans could cause one of the major 
upsets in this World Cup. • 


Players to Watch: 


JwfS CmafOK Aged 27 years. An 
adventurous sweeper-keeper. He started his 
career as a forward. In the 1993 Gold Cup he 
even played as a substitute forward. A flashy 
but daring goalkeeper. 











Hi a T M ri wr l M IfBKMMMnz: Aged 29 years. Captain of 

S-yamaMhiraSliSkiM team, with a ferocious shot. He t^es free 

kicks and is dangerous with long rangers from 
aaicaMiiilywiaa outside the box. A muscular, midfield 

dynamo. 

Ilinfiarcia: Aged 24 years. He plays for 
Atletko Madrid in the Spanish first division. A 
quick thinking, fast forward with a goal 
scoring knack. 

Hub* SlKfea: Aged 35'years. liayed in the 
Olympics when only sixteen years old. He is a 
qualified dentist who has played for Atletko 
and Real Madrid. Now plays for Rayo 
Vallecano in the Spanish first division. 
Known for his exuberant somersaults after 
■HoiocHoms cotoRsniRnoLmim scoring goals. 
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F our years ago at Italia '90, Holland 
were one of the favourites for the 
title. Their legendary quartet of Ruud 
Gullit. Marco Van Basten. Frank 
Rykaardand Ronald Koeman were rated 
amongst the world's best in their rc^aive 
positions. Gullit, Van 
Basten Rijkaard 
had helped A.C. Milan 

win the prestigious Gaataafan: Edwin vai 

Eu ropean Goey (FeyeiKXMid): Hi* 

Champions' Cup and OatHMlaia: Danny Blind 

the Toyota sponsored Ajax); Hindi van Got* 

World Club Cup at Feycnwud); Stan Vafcl 

Tokyo twice in a row. Ronald Koeman (Bant 

Holland had won the " 

1989European 

... . . Emdhoven); Wim Jonl 

Championships with wioter(Laaio).*«tai 

an awesome display of waicOvennais, Peteri 

power, speed and Gasum Tiiunent (Feye 

exotic attacking Beigkamp (tatter Mflw 

football. if they had . Bryan Roy (Eoggia). 

reproduced that form, Mnaaian Okk Adhraou 

few teams could have Bo™ Sept. 27,1947; 

matched Holland, Appointed: Sept. *92. 

leave alone beat_ ' 


GaaRHapan: Edwin van der Sar (Aiaxi: Ed de 
Goey (Feyenoord); Iheo Snelders (Abeideen). 
OalMdaii: Danny Blind. Frank de Boer (both 
Ajax); Hindi van Gobbd. John de Wolf (both 
Feyenoord); Stan Vakkx (Sporting (isbon). 
Ren^ Koeman (Barcelona). MMMdHK Fraidc 
R^kaard (Ajax); R<d> Witsd^ (Feyenomd); 
Aitbnr Numan. Jan Wooten (both FSV 
Eindhoven); Wim Jonk (Inter Milan); Aran 
Winter (Lazio). Staftan: RonaM de Bm (A|^), 
MaicOverman. Peter van Vonen (lAAjax); 
Gasu» Tilunent (Feyenoord), Oenids 
Beigkamp (Inter Milm) 

. Bryan l^(Foggia). 

MMann Okk Advocaat 
Bora Sept. 27,1947; 

Appointed: Sept "92. 


them at Italy four years ago. 

Sadly, for the talented footballers Irom the 
land of tulips and dykes, the great 
expectations were belied. They failed to win a 
single match in group F, reached the next 
round as they were placed third and 

got eliminated by 
ultimate champions 
Gennany 2-l.lnthc 
der Sar (Ajax): Ed dc defeat against 
► Sneiden (Abeideen). Germany. Uicre was 

Frankde Boer (both further humiliation as 

L John de Wolf (both Rijkaard was shown 

tfSp oi^tAfaon ). the red card for a 

ona). MMMdWK Fraidc spitting incident with 

isctige (Feyenomd); CJcrman striker Rudi 

VoeUer.IronicaUy 

Inter Milan); Aran . . , 

RonakldeB^(Aiax), was theonly 

in Vowen (aSAJax); ’^hich the 

ootd), Denids Dutch, partially 

justihed their 
pre-tournament 
rating. Otherwise 
Holland were 
dis-jointed and 

_ lacklustre. Their stars 







were jaded, there'were feuds with the coach 
andthemcMale was low. 

Hcdland has the potential and talent to do 
W«B. Early signs were that they would repeat 
diefolbes of 1990. Some of the star players 
like Ruud Gullit were unwilling to play under 
Advoaat and wanted Johan Cruyff as coach. 
However, Cruyff did not agree to the terms 
put down by the Dutch Football Association. 
Advocaat used quiet diplomacy to mould a 
new look team. The Dutch squad for the 
World Cup will be a shrewd blend of 
newcomers and veterans. Gullit who did not 
want to play on the flanks was offered an olive 
branch by Advocaat, which he willingly 
accepted. Gullit, and Rijkaard are Jl years old 
and Kocman is 32. This trio realised that it 
would be their last chance to achieve 
everlasting fante by doing well in this World 
Cup. So gradually the Dutch are conducting 
themseves as a professional team and not as 
prima donnas. 

Advocaat is a shrewd coach. He has 
moulded the team his way. but has conceded 
to the players' demand of playing attacking 
football. The last team to play with four 
forwards in the World Cup was Brazil in 1970. 

This ploy suits the predatory and roving 
instincts of Gullit. He and promising young 
Dennis Bergkamp will funtnion as the two 
strikers. S|H‘edy Marc Overmars, one of the 
fastest wingers in the world will play on the 
right. Bryan Roy is a talented left winger. 
Another promising striker, an Advocaat 
discovery is Peter Van Vossen. Rijkaard, 
Wouters, Win Jonk and Rob Witschge will 
compete for places in midfield. Ed De Goey. 
the Feyenoord goalkeeper and Dutch player 
of the year, has brought consistency and 
confidence to the defence. The defenders 
could be Ronald Koeman, Danny Blind, 

Frank De Boer and John De Wolf. The Dutch 
use the 3-3-4 formation skillfully and play a 
brand of total football, not as fluid as Cruyff 's 
wonder team of 1974 but as exciting and 
penetrative. 

Holland should easily win from Group D. 
They play Saudi Arabia at Washington on 
June 20, Belgium at Orlando on June 25 and 
Morocco at Orlando on June 29. If they win 
this group as they should, they will meet the 
runners up of Group E, which could be 
Norway or Republic of Ireland or maybe even 






RmoM KaaMNC The Dalch' 
depaJaUe 


I Italy. If the opponents are either Norway or 
Ireland, the Dutch should easily enter the last 


eight. On form they should meet mighty 


Brazil at Dallas, on July 9 and this could well 


turn out to be the match of the World Cup. 


The winners of this tie could well win the 


World Cup. • 


Players to watch; 


RomM Kosmn: Aged 32 years. A free kick 
specialist who even as a sweeper back always 
attacks. He plays for Barcelona and is a hard 
tackier. 

Jm WomIws: Aged 33 years. Is a rare 
midfielder who excek as a schemer and is a 
hard tackier, a ball winner in midfield. He has 
played for both Bayern Munich and PSV 
Eindhoven. 

Marc Ovennis: Aged 2I years. Can play 
well on both flanks. He has blistering speed 
and can idtoot well at the goal. He could be one 
of the stars of the 1994 World Cup. 
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coilststontin 
the World Cup, 
their steady 
defence and 
fast counter¬ 
attacks make 


quarter-finalists 


P opularly known as the "Red 

Devils", Belgium were one of the six 
seeded nations for Wurid Cup USA 
94. Their seeding was the result of 
tlwir recent consistency, reaching the second 
round in 1982 and 1990 and Hniidiing 
fourth in the 1986 


Orlando on June 19. This match starts in the 


searing mid-day heat which could 
distuih the fast running Belgians. Much to 
their misfortune, ail of Belgium's tics are 
scheduled for the early afierntxin, in weather 
conditions which will not be very 


conducive for their 


World Cup. Now 
it is to be seen if they 
can justify their 


seeding. 


They are placed in 


Group F and thdr 


main rivals will be 


neighbours, Holland. 


Ironically, just as the 
officials of Holland 
and Belgium are 
preparing for a joint 
bid to host the 2000 
European 

Championships, the 
coaches arc preparing 
for the tussle in the USA. 

Belgium start their 
campaign against 
Morocco at 


SQUAD 


Mkfhdi Preud Hooune (FC 


Mechtden), HfV De WUde (Anderiedlit). Danny 


VertindenlFCBnigcs). 


BiiMiiri.PWBppc Afoert. Mkhd DeWoU. 


Marc Enuncss (Andefkcht), VUal Bondmaiu. 


Pascal Renicr, Dirk Medved fP C Bragesj, 


GeorgesGfun (Panna, ludy). Rum Smits (F C 
Antsserp). 

MMMiaiK Danny BoBin (Andetlecliitj. Bnzo 
Srifo fMonacn), Franky Van Dcr Qh. Lracnxo 
Staeiens. Sirfan Der Heyden (FC Brie 

Van MeirfChailenHI.MMRAlibi v 
Cacraiatyndd (FC Mecbden). Maicde Grysc, 
Luc MUfe (AadertedB), JkM^ 

Bruges). Marc Wilmots (Standard 
UMagaR Paul Van Htanst. 

Bom; October 2nd. 1943 
Appointed:'91. 


style of play. They 
next play rivals 


Holland at Orlando on 


June 25. Their last tie 


is against Saudi Arabia 


on June 29. Unless the 


heat and humidity 


upsets them, Belgium 


should qualify as the 
first or second placed 
team in the group. 

If they finish second 
in Group F, they play 
the runners -up of 
Group B, which could 
be Russia, Cameroon 
or Sweden. In case 
they pip Holland (or 
the first spot in Group 
F. they will meet the 

























runners up of Group E, which could 
be Norway or the Republic of Ireland. 
Finishing first means they will play their 
second round also in Orlando. Otherwise they 
will have to travel to Dallas. Wherever they 
play, Belgium—if they manage to 
score—could overcome their opponents to 
reach the quarter finals. In the last eight stage, 
they arc scheduled to meet Colombia at San 
Francisco in an evening match. 

Veteran coach Paul Van Himst, considered 
Belgium's greatest ever player knows that his 
team has the potential but also has one major 
weakness, the lack of a world class striker. 
Their leading striker, Anderlecht's I.uc Nils 
failed to score in 22 intertiational 
appearances. However, for the World Cup, 
Belgium are enticing some strikers by offering 
them Belgian citizenship. Croatian-born 
Josiit Weber of Cercle Brugges opted for 
Belgian citizenship as he does not want to 
return to his war-ravaged country. The 
paper-work to grant him nationality was 
speeded up and he would lead the Belgian 
attack in the World Cup. The shrewd Himst 
could use one of the most exotic striking 
partnerships m the World Cup with the 
Croatian - born Weber partnering the 
Italian-based Brazilian, Luis Oliveira. This 
partnersiiip with support from hard running 
Marc Wilmots and the creative play of ace 
schemei Enzo Scifo (ol Italian background) 
could make Belgium dangerous contenders. 

Belgium has an experienced goalkeeper, 
Michel Preud 'Homme, who's one of the best 
in Eurtipe. They use a flat back lour in either 
the 4-4-2 or 4 ^-3 formation. Fianky Vander 
Elst and Georges Grun have the strength, 
physique and game sense to curb the best 
forwards. They have a diligent, all action 
midfield in which former postman Lorenzo 
Staelcns and playmaker Scifo excel. Their 
only weakness is an overdependence on Scifo 
to create openings. If Scifo gets marked out of 
the game, Belgium tend to succumb 
to pressure. 

Overall, Belgium has made eight previous 
World Cup final appearances. They have 
played 25 matches, won seven, drawn four 
and lost fourteen, scored 33 goals and 
conceded 49 goals. After the USA World Cup, 
Van Himst feels their record will be more 
impressive. Il they convert their scoring 
chances and Scifo clicks then with a little bit of 





Lorenzo Steele ns: The Red 
Devils depend a lot on 
this midfielder 


luck, Belgium could make it to the semifinals 
like in 1986. • 


Players to watch: 


Lorenzo Staelens: aged 29 years. The midfield 
dynamo. Works tirelessly and links well with 
attack and defence. In recent years has 
improved his passing ability and is a vital 
support to Scifo. 

Josip Weber aged 29 years, Croatian - born 
striker, who never played for erstwhile 
Yugoslavia. For the last two seasons he has 
been the top scorer in the Belgian league. He 
has the predatory instincts, essential for a 
striker against hard tacklittg defences. 

Michel Preud 'Homme: aged 35 years. Belgian 
Footballer of the Year in 1987 and 1989. 
Began with Standard Liege and now plays for 
Mechlen in Belgium. A safe and consistent 
keeper who relies on anticipation and sound 
positioning. 
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They will be 
hard pressed to 
repeat their 
1986 Golden 
Run and will in 
fact struggle 
not to finish last 
in their group 

•• 




K nown as the 'Lions of Atlas' after 
the mountain range in the north of 
their country, Morocco arc in the 
World Cup finals for the third lime. 
Moreover, Cameroon and Morocco are the 
iwo African nations to have qualified for three 
World Cups. 

Morocco last qualified for the World Cup 
finals in 1986 at Mexico. Eight years ago, they 
became the first African nation to get 
past the first round. 

Finishing top of a 
group which included 
England, Poland and 
Portugal, their 
sensational 3-1 win 
over Portugal, with 
Abderrazak Khairi 
rifling in two 
memorable goals in 
the first half hour, was 
one of the most talked 
about upsets of the 
1986 World Cup. In 


the second round. West Germany needed a 
late free-kick by Lothar Matthaus to beat 
Morocco 1 -0. Such an achievement by the 
'Red Lions' of Morocco at World Cup '94 does 
not seem feasible, as their national team is in a 
current slate of transition. 

Coach Abdellah Ajri Blinda, a former 
school teacher has limited ambitions. He 
considers a second round place as a success. 
With three points for a win, introduced 
for the first 
lime in the league 
phase for the World 
Cup, teams will have 
to re-think their 
options. No longer 
will three draws 
suffice. A win is 
essential, to even 
qualify as a third 
placed team in the 
group. 

Morocco is quietly 
optimistic about 


SQUAD 


Goalkeapwi; Khalit Aztnl Abdelkader El Brazi 
Oetandert; Nacer Abdellah, Noureddin Naybet, 
Rachid Azzouzi, Lachen Abrami, Ahmed 
Mashabi, Abdelkarim El Hedrioui Midftaldan: 
Tahar El Khalej, Rachid Daoudi, Mustapha 
Hadji, Radouane Jajry, Mustapha Khalif 
Forwards: Mohamed Chaouch, Abdelsalam 
Laghrissi, Youssef Pertout, Abdelmajid 
Bouyboub, Monsen BouhlaL Hassan Nader 
Managor Abdellah Ajri Blinda. Born April 3, 
1949. Appointed August 1992. 
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qualifying as the third team from group F. 

They can hope for a win against Saudi Arabia 
at New York, on June 25. On paper and on 
current form, Morocco has little hope ft)r 
success against the two European teams in the 
group, Holland and Belgium. However, they 
play both the European nations in the stifling 
heat of Orlando on June 19 (vs Belgium) and 
June 29 (vs Holland). In both these ties, kick¬ 
offs are at mid-day when it will be quite hot 
and will not suit the hard running, all - action 
style of the European countries. So Morocco 
with their languid style, angular short passes 
and good ball skills could thrive when the heat 
is on and sneak a draw. With four points from, 
three matches, Morocco could easily make it 
to the next round. Here they arc likely to meet 
two-time champions, Argentina at Boston on 
July 5. Defeat with honour would then 
probably be Morocco's best option. 

Sadly for Morocco, coach Blinda has not yet 
found the right blend for the national team. 

He has recalled veteran international 
defender, Nacer Abdellah, midfielder, 

Mustapha El Haddaoui and forward Hasan 
Nader. Like Jackie Charlton does for Ireland, 
Blinda is also experimenting with a new 
generation of European based players with 
tenuous links to the motherland. In this 
process he has discovered a real star, the 
21 -year-old midfielder, Mustapha Hadji who 
plays for the second division club Nancy in 
France. 

Just twenty one years old, Hadji last year 
had an unusual dilemma, to play for France 
the country of his domicile or Morocco, the 
country of his origin. He was simultaneously 
chosen for France's Undcr-21 side for the 
European championships and for a World 
Cup decider against Zambia. Sensing a more 
prolonged and secure international career 
with the Africart nation, Mustapha opted for 
Morocco. He speaks French only and a little 
Arabic which did not please many Moroccans. 
But in Casablanca, a city like Calcutta where the 
passion for the game is overflowing, 

Mustapha is adored for his dribbling skills and 
uncanny passing. 

Morocco play in a 4-3-3 formation and rely 
on possession football and quick breakaways 
which could be beneficial in the summer at 
Orlando and New York. They should reach 
the second round. • 




Maihabi: Tbit defondtr it 
rtpirted for bit bard taeklat 
and good marking 


Ahmed Mahsabi: Defender, aged 28 years. A 
regular in the national team. A hard tackier 
and good marker. 

Mustaph Hadji: Midfielder, aged 22 years. 
Excellent dribbler and chief playmaker of the 
national team. 

Mustafa El Haddaoui: midfielder, aged 32, 
years. Only surviving member of the 1986 
World Cup team. An astute passer who 
controls the midfield. Plays for Angers in the 
French second division league. 
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This 

entertaining 
and attacking 
Asian team will 
be richly 
rewarded if 
they win a 
single match 

•• 


E xcessive interference in team 
selection and in the adoption of 
playing tactics by the royal family 
could mar debutants Saudi Arabia's 
performance in the ‘94 World Cup. Added to 
this, the sacking of cdaches Candidb of Brazil 
and Leo Beenhaker of Holland has left the 
national squad bemused and uncertain. 

Candido was fired in the middle of the 
final round of the 


and Saudi officials described 
his methods as being unsuitable for their 
country. Beenhaker introduced training both 
in the morning and evening as he ielt that the 
Saudi national team had ample potential hut 
lacked commitment. His extra training 
sessions were to instil in the players a sense of 
competition and commitment. Beenhaker's 
methods were disliked by many 

Saudi stars who 



Asian qualifiers. His 
fault was that he 
questioned an order 
to substitute a 
goalkeeper during 
play, telephoned to 
the Qatar stadium's 
Royal Box from a 
prince watching in 
Riyadh 

Beenhaker's folly 
was a demanding 
training schedule 


SQUAD 


Goahsaiwta: Mohammed AI Deayea, Hussein A1 
Sadig IMamlan: Abdullah Al Dosari, 
Abdulrahman Al Roomi, Mohammed Al 
Khlawi, Mohammed Al Jawad, Salom Al Alwl 
MidfMdera: Amin Fuad. Hamzah salnh, 
Mansour Al Muautea, Khalid Al Muwailid, 
Ahmed Madaill, Mansour Al Mosa, Fotwarrft: 
Saeed Owalran, Sami Al. Jaber, Majed Abdullah, 
Mohammed, Pahad Mehalel, Nezar Al Abaas, 
Ham/ah FalatahMmsar. Jorge Solari. Bom: 
1940 Appointed: May 1994 


usually train just once 
a day. The national 
side which receives 
excessive protection 
from their football 
administrators, 
succeeded in getting 
the Dutch coach 
sacked. During 
Beenhaker's reign, 
Saudi Arabiq, won just 
once, 1 -0 against 
China, drew twice and 
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lost thxice. 

After the 'Dutch connection' failed, the 
Saudis used royal patronage to get an 
Argentine coach. Saudi king Fahd bin Abdul 
Aziz al Saud reportedly phoned Argentina's 
President Carlos Menem for assistance in 
hiring Jorge Solari, former coach of the first 
division dub, Newell's Old Boys (Maradona's 
last club.) 

Solari would make the Saudis play in a 
flexible 4-3-3 formation. Their approach play 
is very Brazilian; a series of short passes, 
sudden acceleration, good dribbling and quick 
counter-attacking. The lack of commitment 
and inadequate depth in defence are the only 
weak links in the Saudi team. However, the 
team tends to be over-dependent on a few 
players, like the talented striker, Majed 
Abdullah, dubbed the 'Desert Pele', skilful 
roving forward, Saeed Owairan and 
left-footed playmaker Khalid Muwallid. 

The abrupt dismissal of Beenhakcr could 
have far reaching consequences for Saudi 
Arabia's World Cup chances. Bcenliaker has 
given dossiers on the national team to the 
Dutch football officials. Ironically, Holland 
play Saudi Arabia in their opening match in 
Group F, at Washington on June 20. 

On June 25, .Saudi Arabia meet Morocco, at 
New York, this is a crucial match for both 
teams, as victory here could ensure progress 
to the second round. 

Saudi Arabia's concluding match is against 
another powerful F,uropean contender 
Belgium, on June 29 at Washington. If the 
Saudis play for a draw to qualify as the third 
team from the group, the humidity and heat 
of an early kick-off may suit their slow paced, 
languid build up. 

As a reward for qualifying for the first time 
ever for the World Cup final rounds, the Saudi 
players have been gifted areas of land and cash 
bonuses around $100,000 each but it remains 
to be seen if these rewards could inspire better 
performances from the team. Bookmakers 
feel that the Saudis will come fourth in their 
group and the odds being offered are at 25 to 
1, for Saudi Arabia progressing to the second 
round. However, if they progress as the third 
team from group F, they could meet eithei the 
winner of group C, probably Germany or the 
winner of group D, probably Argentina in the 
next round which could be the end of the road 
for the'desert giants.' • 


Mated Abdullah Mohammed; aged 35 years. 
Highly skilful but very injury prone. Excels 
with both feel and is an excellent header of 
the ball. Has a goal scoring knack, good ball 
control and balance. 

Sami Al Jaber: aged 21 years. This forward with 
23 caps to his credit finished as the top scorer 
in th^- Saudi League in the '92-'93 season. A 
naturally quick player, he is particularly 
dangerous in the penalty area on account of 
his superb finishing skills 

Khalid Al Muwallid; aged 22 years. 
Left-footed playmaker, can pass both 
accurately and with vision. He is the team's 
most skilful ball player. He has won many 
most valuable player's awards for Saudi 
Arabia. 



/ '.. 1 . 



Sami Al Jaber scored the 
opening Boallor Saudi 

Arabia m their deciding 
qualifier against Iran 


Players to Watch: 
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summation. If current form were the key to winning 
Wimbledon then for Sampras, winning the 
tournament is a foregone conclusion. We should try 
and ignore his four set loss to Courier in the quarters at 
Paris last month. To be fair to Courier, grass like clay can 
be a great leveller. It is a surface where Sampras' big 
serves and silky volleying skills could make the big 
difference. It is also the kind of surface which promotes 
shorter rallies. As it is, the total action on a tennis court 
is getting more and more limited. In the average men's ■ 
hard court match, the ball is in play less than nine 
minutes per hour, and on grass it is less than four 
minutes, the kind of time frame that seems to suit 
Sampras' style of play, as he had never championed the 
cause for longer rallies. 

Sampras' efficient brand of tennis played within a 
shorter time frame has paid rich dividends on a variety 
of surfaces this year (including clay). It is also 


THE BIG 

T HRILL ! 

If it's June, it has got to be Wimbledon 


BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE 


the kind of game plan 
which has rewarded him'tj 
with a staggering seven 
titles, the highest on the 
tour so far. Coupled with 
that, it has fetched him 
5,000 plus points on the 
A'TPTour. His total, when 
subtracted from Michael 
Stich's (who's ranked no. 
2) 3,000 plus points, could 
still guarantee Sampras a 
No. 8 ranking on the Tour, 
a placement which is 
higher than that of Boris 
Becker, Todd Marlin and 
Michael Chang. Now, we 
ask ourselves: Is that class 
or is that class? 


li 


'T'S JUNE, and it's hot! It's also that time of the year 
when Boris Becker's thoughts—thoughts more 
often than not preoccupied nowadays with his son 
.Noah Becker Jr., rather than bashing tennis 
balls—have lightened and turned to the familiar 
prospect of winning Wimbledon. 

"Once we get here, once it's June," said Becker last 
year after staining his tennis togs with clay, "I always 
think I have a gtwd chance." 

Sadly for Becker, Wimbledon is one of his few good 
bets. The best thing that happened to Germany since 
the Mercedes Benz, does not bother to take his chances 
nowadays. And for the better part of the last two years, 
Becker has treated most tennis tournaments with a 
kind of indifference that would seem to suggest that 
he'd rather have an out-of-sync clone fill in for him. 
He'd rather have an understudy take his place during 
the side shows, preferring to come in when the show 


hits Broadway. And Becker at Wimbledon is without 
question the Phantom of the Opera. Why else would he 
get the best odds (5 to 1) for winning this year's title, 
after Pete Sampras, who's got even money? 

Becker's love affair with Wimbledon continues to 
blossom. Why else would he still want a title in his 
eleventh visit to the tournament, a tournament which 
he commandered at the age of 17, without even being 
seeded? He has an impressive match record at 
Wimbledon, the only tournament where all the 
rigorous years of tennis seem to fade away and leave 
him feeling serene about his profession, rather than 
condescending towards it. Suddenly at Wimbledon, 
Becker starts feeling 18 again and anxious to trade in his 
new found sense of introspection for two weeks of 
invincibility. 

Invincibility also seems to be Pete Sampras' magic 
word nowadays. And not without reason, for the man 
has had an astonishing year so far on the circuit. 
Frightening would in most cases be a better 

60 


S9SS 

am 






Nike, the sports goods manufacturers definitely 
attribute something more than class to Sampras' 
success. And in keeping with their unwavering policy 
of playing obscene amounts of cash to sign sportsmen 
up for endorsements, they are signing up Sampras for 
an $ 18 million contract over five years. Sampras will 
start endorsing the Nike clothes line at Wimbledon. 

Another strange question that we would like to ask at 
this point is: do we want Sampras to win? Form be 
damned, let's talk money and go by the odds that 
Ladbrokes are offering. Save your cash because 
Ladbrokes are offering 'even' money. For someone 
who is a misfit in betting it would mean that the 
chances of Sampras winning Wimbledon is equivalent 
to yours truly going to Heaven. 

Very High! 

E xpectations from Michael Stichand Stefan 
Edberg are just about equal. Both have more than a 
fair chance to win the tournament. Though Edberg has 
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“ARE YOU THE REAL THING?” 
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AND WE SAID 
“ALWAYS!” 


For its return to Indio, CocQ-G)la put o lot of effort into every 
minute detail. From simultaneous distribution to hundreds 
outlets, to the colour of trucks transporting the crates Coke. 
For their ice boxes, they depended on us to create a unique 
design, vrhich we gladly accepted. And we enjoyed the 
challenge. 

Welcome bock. Coke. 
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won the toumameni twice, he appears to have started 
this year on a rather lethargic note. Fatherhood dtx's 
strange things to tennis pros and though it has 
increased Edberg's parental responsibilities, it has 
diminished his professional ones. As a result, he has not 
been putting in consistent performances. The urge to be 
No. I lias also faded. A seasoned analyst like John 
McEnroe puts it down to the birth of Edberg's 
daughter, Eniilie, saying, "As soon as Stefan became a 
father, I knew that he would probably never become 
No. 1 again. " 

Sadly, McEnroe's words seems to be coming true. 

The best that Edberg has managed this yeai is two 
titles, but that is exactly what Michael Stich has 
managed to muster as well, in spite of being ranked No. 

2 on the Tour. Stich, like Edberg, is a playei who can 
never be dismissed easily. This added to the fact that he 
is the complete all-court player, with a distinct soft spot 
for grass If Stich does have any negatives in his mental 
framework it is his lack of a consistenl,competitive spirit. 
On his day. there would be little to choose between him 
and Sampras, if one were to study two consummate 
serve and volley stylists. But on a bad day, there can be 
nothing more heart- breaking than to see Stich's 
efficiently wound circuitry go wrong. Ditto for Edberg, 
who's weak link today happens to be his serve. 



Both Stich and Edberg go into Wimbledon with six to 
one odds of winning in spite of the difference in their 
world rankings. 

Jim Courier has never come across a welcome sign 
post at Wimbledon and this year is probably going to be 
no exception. In spite of reaching the finals last year. 
Courier—and before him, Agassi—proved that players 
of their baseline ilk can indeed stymie the 
power-servers and grass court classicists. But both 
Courier and Agassi have to be backed up by 
encouraging draws, if they are to sustain their level of 
play. It does not help either of them, if they encounter 
grass-court technicians like Wayne Ferreira or Richard 
Krajicek and others, who through elevated levels of 
play, have excelled in the role ol spttilers. It makes a 
difference when a seeded player faces an upset at 
Wimbledon. Their losses then are much more talked 
about because what one faces, while playing, are not 
spectators, but a grand jury. Courier and Agassi go on 
trial with 10 to one and 14 to one odds respectively. 

Also ensconced in the above company is the 
enigmatic and temperamental Goran Ivanisevic. The 
only thing predictable about the string beanCroat with 
a serve of hallocinogenic proportions is his attitude 
when losing. When Ivanisevic loses his head, he also 


Backar ia ahwaya in witli a chaiica at Winbladon Stich ia nan than a aarions thnaL Ha is a eontandar 





loses his racket, which is used effeaively to batter the 
already hard-pressed lawns of the All-England Club. 
Ivanisevic i^ totally unpredictable and his fifth set 6-0 
loss to Todd Martin last year after leading two sets to 
love, is a case in point. 

Would it be presumptious to dwell on the talents of 
one Yevgengy Kafelnikov? Probably not. Everybody 
who's somebody in tennis today, is harping on the 
excessive talents of this precocious young kid from 
Moscow. The chances of Kafelnikov fulfilling his 
potential is very high and so varied arc the rave reviews 
that even Kafelnikov cannot bear to contemplate how 
good he might become, “I think 1 have no ambition," 
said the young Russian who has exploded rather than 
arrived on the circuit, spraying the court with his 
double fisted backhands and recording the fastest serve 
of the year. 

"1 don't think about breaking into the top 10", he 
said, simply, ensconsed in the rankings at No. 19. "1 
don't predict it, it's scary." So is his aggressive style of 
play which has earned him the sobriquet of 
Kalashnikov. 

Kafelnikov will be hoping to make an impact at 
Wimbledon, where he goes with odds of 3? to one. But 
there seems to be just one technical problem: 
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“IS IT THE CHOICE OF THE 
NEW GENERATION?” 



WE SAID “UH - HUH, 
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Insulated with PUF, light, smart-looking, attractive colours, 
unbreakable, rust-proof, leak-proof, neatly stackable, Patton 
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Courier with hit baseline Kafelnikov has never played 

skills will provide variety on grass. And in order to 
in the competition be on nodding terms with the 

Duchess he has to adapt. 

"1 have rtever played on a grass court in my life." Andrei 
(Medvedev) calls Wimbledon the milky way open." You 
know why? Because of all that grass. And who eats 
grass? Cows." The 20-ycar-old Russian is not a 'floater' 
he is a genuine threat with his in-your-face brand of 
grunge power tennis. 

It would be unwise to predict an outright winner at 
Wimbledon after all world tennis today is dominated 
by upsets and first-rtrund shocks. Perhaps, for the first 
time it is being realised that a player's ranking is not a 
suitable barometer to judge his capabilities. If one were 
to place a wager, however, there arc a couple of safe 
options. But if one were to put it down to specifics, then 
Pete Sampras seems to be the safest choice. Beyond 
that, it's your money... it's your funeral. • 
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long distances. 
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S OME of us journalists covering But that was not all. The landlady 

the World Cup, can only hope who said she was off on a vacal ion and 

that this one in the USA will go a was therefore renting out the place, 
trifle smoother than the last one did in never left for her vacation at all. So, 
Italy four years ago. Apart from the the five of us ended up living and 
sometimes unpalatable football sleeping in the drawing room of this 

disturbances at Italia '90. we also had fashionable but petite apartment built 
our share of problems away from the in medieval limes, 
playing fields. Our friend who had searched out 

Like for instance, when some of us the place was much too polite and 
Indian journalists—assuming that kind a fellow to ask the lady to leave, 
accreditation cards entitled us the use so that we could have what we had 
of the public transport system — were paid for; the entire flat, 
caught by ticket checkers outside the And we guess that he was also 
walls of the Vatican and forced to pay miit h too polite — or was it miserly — 
a 10,000 lira fine. tharwhenever he went to the 

The colleague who had assured us supermarket (which was every day), 
that as journalists covering the World to do the day's shopping, we ended up 
Cup, we didn't have to buy bus tickets, eating lettuce, and cheese 
was also put in charge of scouting out sandwiches for every meal, 
a place we could rent for a month in ft was fine—and cheap — for him, 

Rome since that would be cheaper for that was his staple diet back home 
than staying in hotel rtwms. We had in Delhi, but eventually one of us had 
pledged that we would respect his to accompany him to the supermarket 

judgement and rent whatever he to point out that things like ham, 

found suitable. sausages, etc. did exist and that we 

When we got to the rented could afford it. 

apartment, we found to our The news is out that our colleague 

astonishment that we were to be —a very fine chap really, a regular 

living bang in the middle of the Piazza contributor to Sportsworld — is to 
Novena, one of Rome's more famous base himself in San Francisco for this 
tourist spots. That joy was short-lived year's tournament. So you can be 
when we were told that we had to assured, that there are some ol us who 
pool in I million lira for the rent! will definitely be staying away from 
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the city of the Golden Gate bridge. 

Talking about staying away, do you 
know who is the only Indian to be 
'banned' from a World Cup game? 

You may answer 'Nobody', since India 
has never played in the World Cup 
finals. But you are wrongl In Italy, the 
photographer of a rival daily was 
'suspended' for a semifinal match, 
after he 'inadvertently' ran on to the • 
field to click the picture that 
accompanies this article. 

Argentina had just pipped 
Yugoslavia in a quarter-final penally 
shootout and Maradona was 
celebrating. The lensman, 
accustomed to capturing such scenes, 
when East Bengal play Mohun Bagan 
in Calcutta ran on to the field as if it 
were the Calcutta Maidan. It took a 
great deal of pleading to get the 
exuberant photographer 're-instated'. 

He will be in the US too, but we 
have plans of placing a ball and chain 
around his legs, and confining him to 
the Press Box. In every tournament, 
there are characters in the Press Box. 
Men who are different from others. In 
Italy, there was this South American 
journalist who probably had the 
cheapest trip among all others of his 
ilk. 

He knew exactly what was (and 
where and when) available free at 
each venue—be it free beer, soft 
drinks, snacks or even handouts — 
and he was always there. 

On late night train journeys that 
took journalists back to Rome after a 
game in, say, Napoli, our friend would 
be conveniently asleep every lime the 
ticket inspectors came by. And since 
the rest of us had—and produced— 
our tickets, the inspectors took it for 
granted that the 'sleeping' man too 
was a legal traveller. 'That's where 
they were wrong, for as soon as they 
left the compartment, he was up and 
about, giving us yet another discourse 
on fcxttball. 

1 sometimes wonder why sports 
journalists don't put their experiences 
together and come out with a book 
entitled, 'The Best Things In Life Are 
Free'. 

Maybe I could write the first volume. 
Andy O'Brien 
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Power packed low smoke new Castrol JETTX (Japanese Engine 
Technology Two-stroke oil for Xcellent performance) for instant take offs. 
Especially formulated for today’s compact, high speed, high performance, 
high tech Japanese engine motorcycles and scooters. 

New Castrol JETTX contains 3 unique components: 

POWER X : A synthetic base for clean, smokeless burn . No 
carbon deposits. Therefore, more power . 

CASTROLUBE 90: For better lubricity even under gruelling 
conditions. 

TRIPLE ADDITIVE SYSTEM. Reduces friction, wear & tear. 
Enhances engine cleanliness. Ensures superior engine protection, 
longer engine life and smooth, trouble-free performance. 


So go ahead. Zap other riders. Get off to a flying start with 
Castrol JETTX. And leave the rest way behind. 

Aquanarln* Wu* Castrol JETTX l« ovallablt In axelualva ailvar paeka of 11ftra, 
SOO ml and 2S0 ml at laadlng Auto Aceaaaory ahopa. 

Spoeially roeommandad for Vamaha, Kawaaakl, Suzuki, Kinetic Honda, Ra|doot, 
Yindl, BaM and Vaapa two-vrttaalara. 
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:We'Ferifomg our share to coilM. ;; • 
l^is trandi which is why, we've put 
togedier anodier special issue. 

It starts off with ait inialysis on 
why the Germans ara favdWites to 
win the Cup. There's s p^eil^da 
which is in praise of IrisH fo(#aft arKd 
Irishmen, in general. We've got an 
interesting interview with l^e I 
If that's not enough, we've got an 
etoohonai assount on those great 
soccer ^persKirs who are 
missingfrpto U,SA'94, and a 
carefully e^htoplled la^ine diary on 
the life and tiines Of fMego Udaradona. 

The excitemefn jUst doe^ not stop 
fhare. You can findc^^ii^Fi^QCiror 
cpaehes are so importoi^io^gi^« 
can realise ; 
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Th« heat inside can be killing for an enginlpl^ bel&t the heat, fust water won’t do. Your car 
needs Servo Kool. The triple-action coolant meets the hipest Japanese standard - 
JIS K2234 requirements. ► Servo Kool keeps the engine cool even imder severe stress and in 
extreme temperatures. ► Servo Kool acts as an anti-freeze in cold climes. ► Servo Kool 
prevents corrosion from chemical deposits and rust. Improves life and efficiency of the 
engine, radiator and water pump. 

Servo Kool. From Indianoil's R & D Centre. A refreshing way to keep your engine cool! 


◄◄◄THE TRIPU-ACnON COOLANT^^^ 

Indianoil's RSD Centre creates international standard products tailored to IntSan ooodWons. 
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THE EAGLES 
HAVE LANDEDl* 

Don't judge the Germans by their lacklustre opening match. 

Their past record and the opinions of 

rival coaches at USA '94 indicate that they are the safest bet 








A ny german journalist 
here to report on the 
World Cup will tell you 
that thus far there have 
been only two hitc hes in the German 
campaign to defend their title. The 
first was when they got held up in 
Chicago traffic and turned up a full 12 
minutes late for a practice session. The 
second is, Indieve it or not, a part of the 
tiff over whether sex can harm player 
performance with goalkeeper Bodo 
lligner breaking the ban on wives and 
girlfriends at the team's Oak Brook 
Hills hotel headquarters. 

Besides those two problems, the 


German plan to retain the World Cup 
is right on track. "We Germans arc 
great at making plans", says Bernd 
Surken, executive producer of a 
German TV network covering the 
World Cup. "The team has a fixed 
schedule which was drawn up two 
years ago. It will never change." 

The plan began its final phase when 
the German Football Federation's 
(DFB) $ 5 in expedition landed in 
America—with 200 cases of 
equipment and 100 footballs. And 
judging by their plans—the planned 
return [or the 50-tnan delegation on 
July 18, one day after the Final m Los 








Angflcs—^ihcy have every intention 
in take the Cup hack with them. "Yes, 
we have planned for Germany to 
reach the Final," says HFB secretary 
general, Horst R. Schmidt. 

And apart from their precise 
planning, the Germans have other 
qualities as well, qualities that have 
put them on their way to creating 


history by winning a fourth World 
Cup. 

"I don't really see much real 
competition for our team," says a 
confident Franz Beckenbauer, the 
man who has captained and managed 
his country to two World Cup 
triumphs. His successor Berti Vogts is 
equally tipiimislic. "It will be very 


difficult to beat us," he says. But he 
does not agree with his former 
teammate's opinion that his squad is 
unbeatable. "It's easy to say things 
like that when you don't have the 
direct responsibility anymore," says 
an irritated Vogts who has been 
having a public warol words recently, 
with Beckenbauer. Beckenbauer, for 








his part, has his own theories on why disciplined," is defender Guido 
the Germans are so hard to beat. Buchwald's opinion. "We seem to 

There is no secret," he says. "Our have the ability to focus completely on 

mentality is stronger than that of reaching a goal that we have set. Also, 

others. It's not that we have better I think we truly work very well as a 
players or that we play better football, team." 

It's Just that we can handle the "A German is a very disciplined 

pressure better and have always had a person who works hard," says 
winning mentality." defender Thomas Helmer. "He goes 

"1 think that part of our success is only one way with a kind of tunnel 

due to the fact we are extremely vision." 



And so at this World Cup, the 
Germans have rolled in another shiny 
model off the assembly line. Their 
main sponsor, not coincidently, is 
Mercedes-Benz. Even their 
opponents look on in awe at the 
demanding, disciplined, work- 
oriented and single-minded Germans. 

Not surprisingly, Ireland's 
manager. Jack Charlton is still backing 
the Germans to win the World Cup in 
spite of his own team's successes. 
Spanish coach Javier Clemente also 
tips Germany as champions. Defeatist 
or realistic, it is an attitude that is 
shared currently by all the 
opposition with the honourable 
exception of Brazil. 

The English who invented soccer 
aren't even here in America. Brazil, 
who brought flair to the gamt, look 
potent but haven't won in a quarter of 
a century. The Italians are scrambling 
to find their lost consistency. 

Argentina are caught up in ofl the field 
chaos. All powerhouses of soccer 
have their ups and downs—all that is, 
except Germany who have made it as 
far as the Final in four of the last five 
World Clips. Many may not like the 
German football stereotype. But if 
Germany docs have a prototype, he is 
smart, indefatigable, quick to adjust 
and reluctant to concede. 

The Germans are also their own 
worst critics. They did beat Bolivia 1-0 
to become the first defending 
champions to win the tournament 
opener, but they didn't portray 
themselves as a team of perfectionists 
doing cartwheels. 

If the Germans do have any excuse 
to support their claims of taking time 
before getting into their full stride in 
the tournament it is this. Their win in 
1990 qualified them for direct entry 
into this year's iournament. Because 
of this, they hadn't played a 
meaningful international match since 
the European championships in 1992. 
"Qualifying games are the best way of 
building a team," says Beckenbauer, 

Jnaq^n Klinsmann: goal scoring 
machina 
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"without them it's extremely difficult." 
Therefore with no scope to 
experiment much, the 47-year-ol(l 
Vogts has had to depend on many old 
and trusted players. "I had to call hat k 
the old guys," he says, "because I 
wasn't impressed by the new ones." 

Vogts has also taken a big gamble in 
moving captain Lothar Matthaus 
from the midfield and playing him as 
Ubtw, while building the team 
around,Inventus midfielder Andreas 
Moller. "Matthaus is the team's axis," 
defended Vogts, "Moller is it's driving 
force." 

Beni Vogts is also aware that the 
heal and the fact that he has six 
players over the age of 30 has forced 
him to change his tactics. "I've 


. ; 


realised that we can't go full-out for 90 
minutes. We have had to alter our 
game plans a little." 

One thing's for sure, the Germans 
will do just about anything to realise 
their objectives. Why, during the 
selection of the squad which 
assembled a month ago, Vogts 
recruited the services of German 
World Cup referee Helmut Krug to 
work with the team for two weeks. 

The squad would play 11 against 11 
under Krug's supervision, so that they 
would get accustomed to the new 
rules and methods of supervision. 
Whenever Ki ug blew during practice 
he wouUi tell the players exaaly why 
he made his decisions. 

So meticulous were they in training 
for the World Cup, that they even 
brought their own four-play defensive 
wall with which to practise set-piece 
free kicks. The cut-outs arc lifelike, 
right down to the positioning of the 
wooden defenders who stand with 
their hands over their crotch. 

This meticulous attention to detail 
also included a pre-arranged special 
concert of live rock music by the 
German rock group .Vr or/wmis who 
are lurrently on tour in America. 

When an American reporter 
suggested that it seemed out of 
character for a German team to throw 
a bash during the tournament, 
midfielder Thomas Berthold said with 
a grin, "It's very unusual for the 
(iermans to party? The new German 
philosophy of being relaxed is fitting 
in America, which is known for being 
relaxed." 

But don't go imagining that the 
Germans finished up all the beer kegs 
and destroyed their posh hotels. They 
still made it to bed by 11 p.m.—albeit 
without wives or girl friends. 

Now, are there any arguments 
against Germany reclaiming its title? 
No. Okay then pul your money on 
Lothar Matthaus lifting the trophy at 
the Rose Bowl in Los Angeles. And oh! 
by the way don't forget to 
synchronise those watches.# 
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urning, with ambition, 


like the Fire within, 
to evolve into 
a multi -activity 
International Corporation, 
blazing trails of success.** 
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J ACK CHARLTON is more than 
a happy man. Simply because 
Guinness—that famous Irish 
company which produces the 
nation's favourite liquid—have 
installed a whole barrel of the black 
stuff in his hotel room. Should that 
run out during a long team talk, 
Ireland's manager can always make a 
penetrating run from mid bedroom to 
the hotel lobby where a 
mini-Guinness pub has been 
installed. However, there is no truth 
in the rumour that the Irish will win 
the World Cup. 

On off days, Charlton repeatedly 
tells his players,"havc a drink lad.s, it 
never did me any harm."And big (6', 
4") Jack has claimed that"we are here 
to do our best and to enjoy ourselves." 
After their shock victory over Italy 
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AGNI, source of Light and energy symbolising the 
omnipotent and the omnipresent, the symbol of life itself. 
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Ray Hoiiolitoii: the Strang midfialter who 
shocked the Italians 

highly competitive. You really know 
you've neon in a game when you play 
them " Not only were the Italians in a 
game, they also ended up on the 
losing side. 

So what IS the secret behind this 
team from a country which is playing 
in only their 
second World 
Cuphnals? 

Many think n has 
something to do 



with the dark stulf they brew back 
home. Others believe that the lanky 
Charlton is in touch with some 
supernatural power. The simple truth 
is that they really don't care what 
happens, they just go out and do their 
best. As one of their sportswriters says, 
"We often get less than we hope for, 
but end up with more than we 
expect." That might sound confusing, 
but once you work it out, the message 
is simple. Most other teams demand 
success—the Irish hope for the best, 
but expect the worst. 


Ajttf liKKlnli 

fits in pdHtx^ with the Iridi jdayers, 
fensi '"Give the opposition 
nothing and t^e anything you get," 
hetelishisfdayers. 

After their win over Italy anyone in 
tl» media—especially the British 
media—^ using cliches like 'plucky', 
'fitted' or 'gallant' to describe 
Charlton's team, ought to look up 
employment columns to seek 
alternative employment. However, 
two thoughts commonly amble round 
football followers and the media, 
specially in England. One is that 
Charlton has created a brutish 
long-bail team and the other is that 
Ireland are merely a collection of 
footballing mercenaries with cockney 
accents. 

Far from the truth on both counts. 
The critics betray a painful ignorance 
of history, because no people in 
western Europe have been as 
dispersed as the Irish. Charlton, 
himself an Englishman, isn't 
impressed by jokes, like the one that 
did the rounds, while Ireland 
undertook its 'roots' search to stitch 
together a team. The jokes were being 
spread in the country that invented 
the game— but which failed to make 
it to this World Cup—that all 
anybody needed to do, to find a place 
in the Irish national team was to find a 
grandmother who once drank a pint 
of Guinness. "I'm always looking for 
people with Irish roots who can play," 
says Charlton. 

And there is nothing wrong with 
that, since soccer rules say that an 
Englishman can go back two 
generations before finding Irish blood 
and still qualify for Ireland. Only 
seven of the Irish players at this World 
Cup are actually born in Ireland. In 
laa, there is a saying that Ireland has a 
better English team than England. 
Funnily enough, not more than one 
of two of the Irish would have been 
automatically drafted by England 
manager, Terry Venables had he been 
given a free choice of players. 

"We've taken a couple of good 
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AGNI, ascending unto heaven lifting up His golden arms. And 
Dawn, the maiden whose form is knowledge descends with love 
to meet Him. 



AGNI 


DEVE SUGARS LIMITED 


33. NUNQAMBAKKAM HIGH ROAD, MADRAS 600 034 
«: B2S9498. 6257707 FAX : 91 44 8259352, TLX ; 41 6183 SRI IN 



Tiny Ptiatan:|b>iiBh iiid reliabla dafandar 

players who the English think are past 
their prime: that England might have 
wanted to use, but didn’t,” says 

Charlton with 
a smile. 

Even though a 
large number of 
their players are at 
the end of their 
careers—nine of 


them are over 30—and even though 
their tactics might be debatable, the 
Irish have shown a glorious example 
of potential being used to its 
maximum. Their tactics arc simple; 
tackle hard, win the ball, apply 
sustained pressure, knock it in front 
and hope for the best. It's called the 
'route one theory', since it is the most 
direct way to reach your opposition 
goalmouth. But Charlton had also 


employed yarldtions In successive 
vtrins agdiilist Bolivia, Holland, 
Oenhany (in frtendUes) and Italy. 
Having svvitched back to using one 
single striker (Tommy Coyne of 
Motherwell) supported by five 
hard-charging midfielders, it was 
perhaps fitting that one of the 
midfielders—the 32-year-old Ray 
Houghton—scored the winner 
against Italy. 

Yet Charlton isn't too worried 
about the predictability of his tactics. 
"The other teams know how we are 
going to play, so they are the ones who 
will have to change their tactics," he 
warns. As the Italians have already 
found out, so will the other teams in 
the tournament, when playing 
Ireland they should be ready to be 
pushed around by fast runr.ing, 
strong-tackling midfielders and 
sturdy defenders. They have to jump 
as high as possible to counter the 
stream of crosses the Irish use, and 
when they leave the field they will be 
counting their bruises. 

Charlton doesn't seem too 
concerned when asked whether 
'Dad's Army' will be able to last the 
whole way, specially under the hot 
and humid conditions prevalent in 
this World Cup. "We came here to 
sweat out the alcohol," he jokes. "II 
there's no heat we would have to 
work harder to sweat”. 

But Charlton does not have to lose 
too much sweat to win the hearts of 
the Irish people. That he has already 
proved and his team’s performance in 
this tournament can only seal that 
special relationship. Not bad for a man 
who originally took over the job, 
saying, "I'll give it a go, provided it 
doesn't interfere with my fishing.” 
After this World Cup, the 59-year-old 
Englishman says, he will stay with 
Ireland, as long as he and the people 
enjoy each other's company. Then he 
will quit soccer, but not the country, 
for good for 'a very expensive Irish 
salmon river that I'm thinking of 
buying.' # 

Andy O'Brien, Chicago 

\worucupusmm 
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INTERVIEW WITH 



The athlete, the star, the legend. The greatest soccer player of all time and the 
Athlete Of The Century speaks about his life, the modem game, his 
favourite players . 


what do you do with yourself these days? 

I live for six months in the United States and then six 
months in Brazil. I still work with Warner Brothers as 
one of their international consultants and I still work 
with (New York) Cosmos. For the World Cup, 1 have 
spent a lot of time in the United States to assist with 
preparations for the event and its marketing. I have a 
contract with FIFA as a dirertor of the Fair Play 
programme and I do some travelling throughout the 
year on FIFA business. In Brazil, 1 also own a radio 
station. I have my own company with which I market 
events called Pele Sport and Marketing. 

Donna is the company who shares with my company 
in Europe. They are the company who support Real 
Madrid. So the business is known as Pele-Donna in 
Europe. I have a lot of other commercial contracts with 
Coca-Cola and Mastercard. In sportswear, I work with 
Umbro where I have my own line of clothing. 

I'm fully occupied and I don't have too much time to 
do a lot else. I don't even have much time to thinki Ha, 
ha, ha. (Pele was recently elected to the board of 
administration for his old club Santos in Brazil). 

What advice would you give to young players 
about handling the commercial aspects of the 
game? 

That 's a good question because people all over the 
world, wherever 1 go, always ask me similar questions. 
Now with all the money, it makes playing the sport very 
hard, but I try to tell kids not to concentrate on the 




We have difficulty in putting 
together a national team because 
as soon as a good player appears 
in Brazil, he is bought by the rich 
Italian or Spanish leagues 




material things but to be more proficient on the field. 

Life has changed a lot for stKcer players over the 
years. When I played, I didn't have the financial 
support. I had to travel to my games by bus and even by 
truck sometimes. Now in the youth tournaments and 
youth cups, there is a lot of money heavily invested into 
the competitions and so there is much more pressure 
on the young players. My advice is for kids to play and 
develop themselves as players and not exploit their 
skills or market themselves and not get caught up in the 
material side of the game. What you do for your team 
and yourself on the field is what's most important. At 
the same time you should always act professionally and 
try to develop yourself as a professional. 

Is it true that you once said that you wanted to be 
the President of Brazil? 

Let's get this clear. I never said that 1 wanted to be 
President of Brazil and I never said that 1 wanted to be a 
politician or get involved in politics. I do not like the 
way tiiat the people are forced to live in Brazil. 1 do not 
like the political administration. I do not accept the 
corruption. I have a lot of problems because whenever I 
have an interview outside of Brazil, 1 say these things 
and when 1 return they say that 1 should be President. 
But this is the way I am. 1 cannot accept the way Brazil is 
because I worked hard all my life to give my best to thc 
Btazilian people. 

With the World Cups, with Santos, with the 
selections at Santos I always tried to do my best for the 
people, but the Brazilian government never want to do 
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their best for the people. The corruption is so big there! 

in Brazil, they have everything they could ask for 
and it is actually the ninth strongest economy in the 
world. But you still see a lot of hungry kids on the 
streets,and the income is terrible. This is my problem. I 
cannot live with this. I want to fight it and there was a 
group who wanted me to run for President or become a 
minister but 1 never thought about it or wanted to do 
that. 

The problem which occurs in many countries 
around the world, is that soccer here competes 
against high scoring sports. Is this a problem 
elsewhere? 

Well the same problem occurred 20 years ago in New 
York, The people there were used to watching sports 
with frequent scoring and a lot of goals and because 
soccer was a slow scoring game, they wanted to change 
ai! the rules and the pattern of the game. I don't think 
tliat the answer lies in changing the game, but more in 
developmg the game and the way it is played so as more 
goal scoring develops,in the way that people are 
trained. Now in the U.S., forages between 5 and 16, 
soccer is the number one sport because the kids enjoy it 
and because you don’t have to be tall like in basketball 
or strong like in American football. They enjoy the 
game and there is high participation, the coaches are 
improving too and this shows in the wav that the style 
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of play has improved. Tlje U.S. proved this in the World 
Youth Cup where they scored so many goals including 
a 6-0 win against Turkey. The only problem after this is 
that the kids play in school, college and university but 
then they have nowhere to go because the league is not 
very strong. The league needs to gel stronger and 
develop more and when this happens.we will see more 
excitement and goals in their games. Also we must not 


1 never said that t wanted to be 
President of Brazil and 1 never said 
that I wanted to be a politician or 
get involved in politics, f do not like 
the way that the people are forced 
to live in Brazil 


compare soccer to the likes ot baseball or basketball. 
Soccer is an unique game in itself and it is a beautiful 
game and a great game. 

Who are some of the players that you admire in 
the game today? 

It's hard to tell you that, but there are some players 1 do 
adjnire. However this doesn't necessarily mean that 
they are the best players in the world. I like Frank 
Rijkaard, he is fantastic. Maradona is a brilliant player, 
as is Van Hasten. Bebeto is a very good Bra7ilian striker 
who should do well in the World Cup. 

These days, players get millions of dollars for 
transfers, is this amount of money corrupting the 
game and the way it Is played? 

No it's the process of the sport for this U> happen. 
Although it does cause problems in countries like Brazil 
and I guess, we have difficulty in putting together a 
national team because as soon as a gttod player appears 
in Brazil, he is bought by the rich Italian or Spanish 
leagues. These big amounts of money are pan of the 
soccer life now. 

You get big fights between companies battling to 
market certain events. My first transfer offer was after 
the 1958 World Cup when Real Madrid ttffered me $2 
million because I was the young World Champion at 
the time. I said no. Then Juventus offered me $5 million 
but I said no again. When I went to the U.S. I had an 
offer to go and play in Mexico for $5 million, but their 
season was 12 months of the year and at that stage in 
my career 1 didn't want to play that often. In America, 
the league was only for three months and that suited 
me nicely because I had a lot more freedom. 



I never really worried about money. I get money 
coming in from everywhere. I advertise for kids not to 
smoke or drink and it's funny because last year a 
company approached me to do an ad for a dgar. 
Straightaway 1 said no and they offered me a huge 
amount of money but 1 said that I didn't need it and it 
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was against my principles. They proposed a figure of 
$ 10 million to me just to do this one ad and they tried to 
outsmart me. The script said; "Hi I'm Pele and I do not 
smoke because it is bad for your health and for the 

kids.but if I did smoke, then I'd smoke this cigar." 

Ha, ha, ha. 1 told them that they were really clever, but I 
still didn't want to do it. You have to be careful with all 
of these offers. 

What was the greatest highlight of your career? 

Oh, there are lots of moments. The greatest for me and 
the most difficult wastry ing to score my 1000th goal. 
We were playing against Vasco da Gama and there was 
a penalty kick and everyone started to shout for me to 
kick the penalty, but I was terrified and I asked for 
someone else to take it. Then one of my teammates told 
me to go ahead and take it. I was shaking in my boots 
and my legs were wobbly. I took the shot and the crow-1 
went crazy. They were screaming, "Pole, Pele, Pele' 
and 1 got it! That was a highlight for me and it also 
meant a lot to the people to see me score it. 

You've been involved in films, is acting an 
ambition of yours? 

I was born to play soccer and 1 make films because I 
enjoy them as a hobby. If I have the time in the future. 
I'd like to study and learn acting. For the films I did such 
as Victory,' 1 had to stay one month in Budapest and I 
was back and forward all the time and it really tired me 
out. I've done about twelve movies in all and starred 
with the likes of Michael Caine and Sylvester Stallone. 
I've filmed in a lot of places and at the moment I have 
just completed a movie in Brazil for the kids with a big 
star there named Siisha. 

What are your thoughts on America hosting this 
World Cup? 

The Americans are very professional when it comes to 
staging any event. They are the best. For the first time in 
history, all the television rights and all the 
merchandising rights were sold off years in advance. As 
far as putting on a show goes, the Americans are 
excellent. Some people think that there is not going to 
be enough suppon and crowds but that is wrong. There 
is a huge ethnic population in America who will go and 
generate interest for others. In the Los Angeles 
Olympics, more people attended the soccer final than 
they did in Munich where soccer is the top sport. I think 
that for America, what is very important is that they use 
the World Cup to develop a strong league of their own. 
But believe me, I have no doubt it will be a fantastic 
toumamenti 
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You 


ttcsnse coacK. 

r a billion screaming spectators.90 minutes of ciribbling. 
Passing. And not scoring, 
can't hear the shouts. 

Your teet have the ball In control. 


You're blind to everything but the goalpost. 

Now's the time to take that split second decision. 

Between destiny and luck, wisdom and knowledge, 
pride and envy, lies your decision 

to watch the magic untold on an ONIDA. 












ONIDA 


r#te spirit or ONIDA.. 
It's the S€Mme hall game. 









QUESTIONS 


1 Horst Hrubesch scor- 
•ed the winning goal 
for West Germany against 
France during the famous 
'sudden death' at the 1982 
World Cup. Which French¬ 
man had his shot saved by 
Schumacher during the 
sudden death? 


THEWORLD 
CUP QUIZ 


2 San Siro Stadium of 
• A.C. Milan has been 
renamed after an Italian 
World Cup hero who inspi¬ 
red his country's triumph 
in 1934 and 1938. Can you 
give the name of the hero? 


What is the connec- 
• tion Itetween 
Khalcd'sAfrvhit 'Didi', 
the Fcmina Miss India cont¬ 
est '94 and the Brazilian 
football team for this 
World Cup? 


8 My real name is 
• Waldir Pereira. I once 
sold peanuts in camposio 
help my parents make both 
ends meet. I was regarded 
as one of the best players in 
the world during my lifeti¬ 


me and I have won two 
World Cups lor my 
country. 1 was the coach of 
the Peruvian team for the 
1970 World Cup. Who am 
I? 



A. Name this world famous football stadium 
which Jias seen a great deal of World Cup 
action. 


What contribution 
• has the Michigan 
State University made to 
the 1994 World Cup, in the 
U.S.A. ? 


6 After this footballer's 
• stirring performance 
in Italia '90, Reinhoid Meis¬ 
sner named his yak after 
him. Who is the player? 



4 Who is presently the 
• world's highest paid 
Buddhist sportsperson? 



7 Dr Willy MeisI in the 
• 50's called this sys¬ 
tem, 'The Whirl'. It was 
only in the 1974 World 
Cup that Rinus Michel and 
the Dutch team implement¬ 
ed the concept. How is this 
system better known? 



B. Can you idontify the man in green? 



C. Action froBi a World Cup final. One of 
thoM four men becamo dm InglMot goal 
scorer in the tournament Which one? 


COLORSPOST/OlYMPIA colorspobt 










9 which stadium on 
#the shores of i^kc 
Michigan will be the proud 
hosts for the gala opening 
ceremony of the 15th 
World Cup? 

Apart from Alain 
• Prost, a 
legendary Swedish footbal¬ 
ler and that nation's World 
Cup hero was also nickna¬ 
med 'Professor'. Who is he? 



for the 1966 World Cup in 
England, whose inept per¬ 
formance cost Hungary the 
match against Russia? 

Which individual 
• coached Mexico 
for the 1986 World Cup; 
Costa Rica for Italia '90 and 
is presently coaching ano¬ 
ther team for the U.S. A. '94 
World Cup? 

There are two 
•Dutch coaches for 
the U.S. '94. One of them is 
Dick Advocaat who will be 
coaching Holland. Who is 
the other? 


M Which World 
• Cup legend's 
autobiography is titled 
'Banks of England'? 

Which country's 
• national football 
federation threatened to be 
disbanded by FIFA due to 
frequent political interven¬ 
tion is named FECAFOOT? 

His height is 6 ft 2 
• inches. He turned 
down a 1981 transfer to 
A.C. Milan to stay with his 
club, F.C. Bruges. He play¬ 
ed the 1980 European Cup 
Final. He is the most capp¬ 
ed player of his country 
and as his country's World 
Cup captain, he propelled 
the team to the semi-final. 
Who is he? 

Jose Roberto 
• Gama De Oliviera 
is widely lipped to be the 
star performer for this 
World Cup. How do we 
know him better? 

The World Cup 
• 1994 mascot is a 


playful dog created by Pen¬ 
tagram Design, an interna¬ 
tionally renowned design 
firm in New York City and 
developed by Warner Bro¬ 
thers Animation Studio. 
What is its name? 

'That goal and 
• his big green eyes 


Compiled by Parnab Mukherjee 


conquered me." Which 
celebrity said this about 
Baggio after his spectacular 
goal against 
Czechoslovakia? 

\,/ • to be used in this 
World Cup has been made 
in a certain country. Name 
the country. 
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TO 

CORNER 
EXCITEMENT 


Mo cutting comers. At no extra ctxst. It’s sheer edge-to-edge, undiluted 
entertainment. Brought to you by India’s No. 1 television manulacturer - 
BPL - with w'orld-cla.ss technology from SANYO, Japan. The BPI. PUR. And 
the BPL PMR. The two finest televisions in the country. With imported Flat 


& Full Scjuare Tubes (F&FST), for 
exjHTience. And, of course, a htxst of 
other contemporaiy features. All, at a 
price* that tould at best be descrilx!d 
as unix-lievable Go ahead, take one 
home. And be at the centre of action, 
(aimer, to corner. 


a 100% corner-to-corner viewing 



■ Minimum geometrical distortion, for pictures that are 
more red from any angle you viewm 10% more effective 
screen area ■ I greater legibility for sharper pictures 
m 30% reduction in glare from ambient light for more 
comfortable viewing 


wolUMBUR unmurmu 

53 cm COLOUR TELEVISIONS WITH IMPORTED FLAT & FULL SQUARE TUBE 



THEj^HOR Rs. 18 , 987 * 

Rs. 19,999* 


WORLD CUR 



m 


Ask your nearest BPL dealer for an exciting World Cup 
poster with match schedules. Free! Till slocks last. 

• 1’rKV.s valid in 1'aiiiil Nadu .Siaic ()nly intluMW of total faxt-.s and (X troi 
For prut !, in other .slates, plea.se toniaii youi nt-JrcM Bl*l. Oallery or BPt Authorised Dealer 

Centra Markedns OrRanfawtlon: WJ. I'oweis. No 1 3. Kastuiba Road, Bangalore XiO 001, Phi 22H9W,l/2/3/4, Pax! 060^2214097, 


































lOSTACnON 


Though USA '94 
promises to be the 
glitziest World Cup ever, 
soccer fans wiU still be 
deprived by the absence 
of some legendary 
superstars 


I N the I960’s, Pete Sciger, the 
legendary American singer, 
popularised the song Where 
have all the flowers gone? It is 
ironic that in 1994, when the World 
Cup football is being held in the USA, 
the list of soccer personalities 
conspicuously missing from action 
will provoke a diehard soccer fan to 
ask the same question. In fact, the list 
of players who are still actively playing 
the game, is impressive to say the least. 

The non-qualification of France in 
this year's finals came as a big shock. 
The French team coached by Michel 
Platini unfortunately lost crucial 
games to both Israel and Bulgaria and 
that spelt their doom. However, it is 
undeniable that the absence of the 
Frenchmen would definitely rob the 
World Cup of much of it's sheen and 
character. Marcel Desailly, who was 

Rwid Gailte hh magical skills and magnatic 
nrasaaca is an awe-inspiring sigMforsoccar 
tans all mar the world 










Mareal Denillr: Mi MmI MWlaps cmM 
Iww n ew ftMii— l»*iiWwWCi» 

bom in Ghana, is one of the key 
players in the French team and his 
inspired performances as a withdrawn 
defender with lethal overlaps is 
something which will not be 
witnessed in the U.S.A. Evidently, 
Desailly's recent performances for 
A.C. Milan in the European Cup Final 
speaks volumes of his talent; where he 
scored a spectacular fourth goal 


But the biggest toss in the 
World Cup wifi be the 
non- participation of Ruud 
Guiiit. GuHit is one of the 
few remaining superstars 
who represent the 
artistic genre of football. 
Tilt recently, he exhibited 
vintage soccer for 
Sampdoria and his 
delectable passing, 
flying headers, explosive 
free-kicks and 
electrifying footwork wilt 
not be seen by the soccer 
fans. Gullit is a larger 
than life personality, his 
flowing dreadlocks and 
Rastafarian approach has 
endeared him to fans the 
world over 


against Barcelona, a strike which has 
seen him go up the popularity charts. 

Also missing from this World Cup 
will be the West African-bom, French 
international Basile Boli, whose claim 
to fame was the match-wiimer tor 
Marseille against A.C. Milan in last 
year’s European Cup Pinal. Then, 
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there is Jean Pierre Papin whose 
explosive shots from impossible 
angles and tremendous grit wall not be 
seen by viewers, though he recently 
hit a personal low when he shifted to 
Bayern Munich after a fruitless stint 
with A.C. Milan. 

This 15th edition of the World Cup 
is pitifully short of characters, and is 
most unfortunate that a Frenchman 
called Eric Cantona whose streak of 
eccentricity and brilliant footwork 


could have raised soccer into the 
levels of transcendental poetry, will be 
missing. Each of the 18 goals that 
Cantona has scored in his 35 
appearances for France and as well as 
the goals that he has scored for his club 
Manchester United had the stamp of 
distinction! 

Among the Russian ranks, the 
tournament will miss the deft touches 
of the midfield general Alexei 
Mikhailichenko and the opportunism 


thanks to a slender goal average by the 
Republic of Ireland. It is sad that a 
team which plays exciting, positive 
and entertaining football has been 
deprived of an opportunity to display 
their skills. Two players who would be 
particularly missed from the Danish 
squad arc goalkeeper Peter 
Schmeichel and their explosive 
right-back Kim Chrisiofte. The magic 

Jaaa Pnrre Paimi; am of tht most oxcHiiig 
forwards in tbo wofM todof 



Paal Gascoimr. tke World Cop will aot ooly 
his brilliaiit miiffwld play but aiso his 
flamboyaaco 


of Igor Dobrovolsky. 

From the African continent, the 
Cameroon team and the diehard 
soccer fans will miss the enigmatic 
presence of Jean Claude Pagal, who is 
mnsidered as one of the best 
defenders in the business. 

Another talented team which 
inexplicably fell by the wayside is 
Denmark. The Danes were edged out 


created by the irrepressible Laudrup 
brothers—^Brian and Michael—^will 
also not be witnessed in the finals. 
Brian Laudrup is an innovative 
playmaker and combines well with 
brother Michael, who is a brilliant 
forward with immaculate ball control, 
possessing an uncanny knack of 
turning in the tightest of spaces. 

Latin American football is a visual 
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CCLC«SPO»T 


Paul Gascoigne's brilitanttouchplay and pinpoint 
passing will not be seen. 

Other notable absentees from the English squad are David 
Piatt 'the man with the golden head*, fleet-footed defender 
Des Walker and the tireless gamemaker Paul Ince 


treat unlike the rugged and physical 
European genre. Argentine Jorge 
Burruchaga, who was recently 
banned till 1996 for being involved in 
a bribery scandal for the Valenciennes 
against Marseille, is another player 
whose absence would be felt in the 
USA. Sitniiariy another Latin 
American who will be greatly missed 
is Ruben Sosa, the dimunitive 

Eric Caalsn: Ws Mfcafial ffMch fonrari's 
■bMMNanliip will be Mitsci by Sm warid 



coionsPORi 



forward from Uruguay who of late 
had displayed fine form when he 
scored the match-winner for Inter 
Milan in the UEFA CupFinal.Thc non¬ 
participation of the adventurous 
Colombian goalkeeper Rene Higuita 
will also rob the spectators of the 
opportunity to watch the antics of the 
‘enfant terrible' of Latin American 
football. Though, Colombia has 


qualified for the World Cup in style, 
allegations of being involved in drug 
trafficking and kidnapping sent him 
temporarily to prison and 
permanently out of the team. 

The livewire of the Azzuri team, 
'Toto' Schillaci whose opportunistic 
goals in Italia '90 made him a legend 
and the calculated brilliance of 
Gianlucca Vialli would be absent in 


Rabw Sotc Me fHwaii ban IbigMy is a 
cwniiM iceiw aai lacaally ataM 
brUMaally fw hilH Milaa balpiag bit tMM to 
cliacbtiMlimCap 

the USA. The brilliant Italian 
gMlkceper Walter Zenga and the 
midfield maestro Cianluca Lentini are 
two other greats who will not be seen 
in action. 

The organisers and the police 





COLOftSPORT 


COLORbPORl 



Clockwise from Top left 


PMar Schawidwl: lliis Misniatic Danish 
goalkeeper possasn MW of tba safest pair of 
hands 

Mareo Van Bastan: his panther IHce surges into 
the opposition penalty box and bis spectacular 
goals will be greatly missed 

Michael Laudnip is in devastating form after a 
self-imposed sabbatical from the national 
team, but earning glory in the World Cup still 
remains a di^nt dream 

Gianluca Vialli: the more mature and 
consistent Vialli feN that he could take the 
World Cup '94 by storm, but coach Arrigo 
Saachi thought otherwise 

Brian Laudrup. Kim Christofte and Fleming 
Pohrlsen: this Danish trio marches in every 
conceivahle position in the field to torment 
their opponents 



The iivewire of the Azzuri team, Toto‘ Schillact whose 
opportunistic goals in Italia '90 made him a legend and the 
calculated brilliance of Gianlucca Vialli would be absent in 
the USA. The brilliant Italian goalkeeper Waiter Zenga and 
the midfield maestro Gianluca Lentini are two other greats 
who will not be seen in action 


dcparimcnl of all the slates in the US 
heaved a collective sigh of relief when 
England failed to qualify for this 
premier tournament. But the English 
arc a team with some very talented 
ball players whose skills will not be 
exposed to the vast global populace 
watching this mcga-evenl. Paul 
Gascoigne's brilliant touch play and 
pinpoint passing will not be seen. 
Other notable absentees from the 
English squad are David Piatt 'the man 
with the golden head', fleet-footed 
defender Des Walker and the tireless 
gaiiu niaker, Paul Incc. 

But the biggest loss in the World 
Cup will be the uon-participaiion of 
Ruud Gullit, and Marco Van Basien. 
Gullit is one of the few remaining 


superstars who represent the artistic 
genre of football. Till recently, he 
exhibited vintage soccer for 
Sampdoria and his delectable passing, 
flying fieadcrs and electrifying 
footwork arc a rare amalgamation of 
qualities in him. Gullit is also a 
larger than life personality, his 
flowing dreadlocks and Rastafarian 
approach has endeared him to fans the 
world over, 

The absence of Marco Van Basicn 
due to a chronic ankle problem will 
deprive the soccer fans of the lanky 
star's deadly and incisive thrusts. 
Today, when the strategy of defensive 
football rules the roost especially in 
the World Cups, Van Basten's void 
will be hard to fill. 
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EMARA 


JULY 1990: Argentina loses to West Germany (0-1) 
in the Italian World Cup Final 
under his ci^Maincy. 

NOVEM- Maradona refuses to travel to Moscow 
BER195K1: with his team for the European Cup tie. 

but turns up 24 hours later in a private 
jet. Prior to that, relations also became 
bitter with his club Napoli, when he 
mi.sses training sessions and matches. 
Club fines him for indi.scipline. 

MARCH Fails a d(^ lest for cocaine and banned 

1991: from intm^on^ football for 1 5 

months bythe world football 
governing body FIFA. 

APRIL ^Shortly after his return to Argentina, 

1991: • Maradona is arrested for taking cocaine 

and ordered by a judge to quit the habit 
by^ndergping medical treatment 

•|| ' ■' 

JUNE M^na Q)ber|ey & his 15 

1992: moq^lung w^cioi^n but refuses to 

return to Kii|i^||0^ding a transfer 
inHejid. ^ 

'Sevilla signs up 

BER 19^^' ^^ir^ona. He describes thfe viove as 
^ ‘getting a new lease of life’. 
SEPTEMtl' Midces his debut for Sevilla in a friendly 
BERil, tie against Bayern Munich. Sevilla wins 

1992: the match. 3-1. 

OCTOBER Dreams of a return to the national side, 
ti, 1992: ‘ ‘To return to the national squad, is my 

dream. I know if things go well then 
(Coach Alfio) Ba.sile will call me up’ ’ 
—says Maradona in an interview. 
OCTOBER Leads Sevilla to a 1-0 victory in a 
7,1992: Spanish League match vs Real 

Zaragoza. He scores the only goal from 
the penalty spot in the S2nd minute. 
OCTOBER Argentina president, Carlos Menem 
8,1992: expresses hope that Maradona will 

rejoin the national team and play for 



DONA 


FROM JULY 1990 
TO MAY 1994 



Argentina in the 1994 World Cup in the 
United States. 

NOVEM- Scores a goal through a free kick against 
BER22, Cetta in the Spanish first division soccer 
1992; league. ITiis is his first non-penalty goal 

for Sevilla. 

FEBRUARY Suspended for one match after kneeing 
6,1993: Alberto Albistegui in the face during a 

league match against Deportivo La 
Coruna. 


FEBRUARY Appointed captain of the national team 
12,1993: for a friendly tie versus Brazil as part of 

the centenary celebrations of the 
Argentina football association. TYiis is 
his first game for Argentina siitce tiie 
Wwld Cup Final match in 1990. 
FE!BRUARY Is crowned Argentina’s best ever 
17,199^: football player. 

FEBRUARY The friendly match between Argentina 
18,1993: and Brazil uids in a draw at the packed 

70,000 capacity Riverplate Stadium. 
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FEBRUARY 

24,1993: 


FEBRUARY 

28,1993: 


APRIL 
1993: 
MAY 5, 
1993: 


MAY 13, 
1993: 


MAY 23, 
1993: 

JUNE 1993: 


JUNE 23, 
1993: 

JUNE 24, 
1993: 


JUNE 30, 
1993: 
SEPTEM- 
BER5,1993: 


SEPTEM¬ 
BER 9,1993: 


OCTOBER 
7,1993: 

OCTOBER 

10,1993: 


Argentina beats European champions 
Denmark 5-4 on a penalty shootout, 
following a 1 -1 tie to win the Artemo 
Franchi Cup. Maradona scores the first 
goal in the tie-breaker. 

Relations become bitter with Sevilla, 
with the club president claiming that 
‘ ‘Maradona has no response for the club 
which pays him.” Sevilla eventually . 
fine Maradona for insubordination. 
Suspended for two matches, by Sevilla. 

Maradona decides not to renew Sevilla 
contract for another year, ‘‘lam 
searching for a club where 1 can have an 
easy life”—He said. ' ■ 

Arrested after driving throu^Rlur red 
lights at speeds ranging atKiuh^ 100 
miles per hour. Maradona be 

disgusted by the insultingbebimcnff of 
the arresting police off&w., \ 

Real Madrid thrashes 
Maradona’s contributioo h desaibed 
as‘invisible’. 

Sevilla refuses to pay Maradona 
because he has not met bis obligations 
to the club due to his disoriented life 
style. 

Quits Sevilla and letums to Argentina 
after missing sevol of the club’s final 
ten games citi^back and leg injuries. 
Maradona clftbats that he has had 
enough of Soccer and wants to settle 
down in Argentina with his family—‘‘1 
want nothing more to do with football.’’ 
Sacked by SeviBa before the expiry of 
his one year contract. 

Argentina lo.ses to Colombia 0-5 in a 
Pre World Cup qualifying match. 
Argentina soccer fans want Maradona 
back in the side. 

The superstar signs up with Argentina's 
first division team Newell’s Old Boys 
Club and expressed his desire to return 
to the national side again. 

Maradona celebrates his comeback 
match by scoring his only goal in a 
liiendly tic fw Newell’s Old Boys. 

His team loses a league match to 
Independiente by I -3 but Maradona 


WdridCfifMS^^ 
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shows glimpses of his dormant talent. 

OCTOBER Selected for the Argentine national 

12,1993: side for the Pre World Cup play-off 

match against Australia. 

OCTOBER Maradona is granted Australian visa. 

14,1993; 

OCTOBER Appointed captain of the Argentine 

16,1993: team in the play-off match against 

Australia. 

OCTOBER Argentina arrives in Austral ia for the 

19,1993; play-off match. Central 

attraction—Diego Maradona. 

OCTOBER. Maradona creates a goal for Argentina 

31,1993: in the Pre World Cup tie versus 


Australia in Sydney. Hk matdi ends in 
a draw. 

NOVEM* Argentina qualifies for dttfiiia] round 

BER17, of the 1994 Worid Cup beating 
1993: Australia 1-0 in the 2iid play-off match 

in Buenos Aires under his leadership. 
DECEM* *i don’t know whether 1 will be going 

BER 2,1993: to the finals in die United 

States”—says Maradona, bccausc,*‘it 
is getting harder to shrug off even minor 
injuries”. 

DECEM- Injures his left leg during an Argentine 
BER 4,1993; league game and is advised rest for at 
least a month. 

JANUARY Startstraining wMl his club Newell’s 
12,1994: Old Boys after a 40 day lay-off caused 

by a leg injury. “The injury is fine init 
the team doctor has told me to take care 
because 1 am not 20 years old”—says 
Maradona. 

JANUARY Limps off in a ftiendly tie for Newell’s 
22,1994: Old Boys agaiast Brazilian side Vasco 

da Gama. 

FEBRUARY Maradona and Newell’^ Old Boys 
2,1994: agreed to tenniaate their relationship. 

Five journalim fqKXt Slight injuries 
after being hit by pdtets from an air rifle 
fired from Maradona’s house in Buenos 
Aires. 

FEBRUARY In hiding after firing an air rifle at 
4,1994; reporters, Maradona is banned from 

leaving Argentina. 

FEBRUARY Diego Maradona needs urgent 
6,1994: psychiatric help, say Argentine experts. 

FEBRUARY Takes part in beating up a 
9,1994: photographer, according to a 

newspaper report. 

FEBRUARY Maradona says, he can play football up 
10,1994: to the age of SO. 

FEBRUARY Newell’s Old Boys Club again offer 
12,1994: Maradona a contract to join their club. 

MARCH 16, Maradona says, he might play in a 
1994: March 23 friendly tie against Brazil and 

will “do everything possible” to take 
part in this summer’s World Cup in the 
United States. 

APRIL 2, Maradona says that iw would announce 
1994; next week whether or nt^ he will play in 

the WcM-ld Cup finals in June. 

APRIL 6, Maradona confirms his availability 
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1994: saying, ‘ ‘I will play in the World Cup 

Finals for Argentina.' ’ 

APRIL 15, Diego Maradona is included in the 
1994: roster for Argentina’s AjhiI 20 friendly >' 

match against Morocco.accmding to the 1 

Argentine football association. 

APRIL 20, Maradona, displaying the close, control 
1994: and vision of old, scores his first 


1994: the U.S. for the World Cup finals. 

MAY 18, Maradona is offered $ 1 million by 
k 1994: Bolivian Club, Boliver to help them 

reach the regional Libertadores Cup 
fuial. 

MAY 19, Maradona shows some of his old magic 

1994: and plays inspiring football as 

Argentina draw 3-3 with Chile in a 



international goal in four years and 
creates another as Argentina heat 
Mortxrco 3-1. 

MAY 11, Maradona is granted 
a visa to travel to 


'■ V'*"'' ' 





World Cup warm-up soccer match. 


COMPILED BY HARIPRASAD 
CHATTOPADHYAY 
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WISE GUYS! 


Soccer coaches are not 
just grave-looking men 
with wrinkled 
foreheads. In fact, 
they frequently alter 
the destiny of games 
and their own destiny 
as well 


T HfiRL is ail age-old saying 
which is associaied with the 
game ol loolhall: 'Football is a 
simple game made 
lumetessarily comiiluaied hy 
managers'. Howevei, it is iiniveisally 
accepted thai the constant evolution 
of the game ol loolhall has been 
possilile hecatise ol the grave - looking 
men with astutely taaical brains and 
wrinkled foreheads adorning the 
lienc'hesjusl outside the playing 
arena, during a maich. 

This breed ol highly charged 
individuals are called coaches oi 
managers. They are an intrinsic part ol 
the (loolhall) game of destiny but 
Ireuuently alter the destiny ol games. 

It IS also universally accepted that lor 
the national team coaches all over the 
globe, the most stringent test is to 
guide then teams through the rigours 
ol Woi Id (.up lootbail 

The most oiiistanding coach during 
the early days ol world lootbail—that 
is In the Thirties was an Italian called 


> 






Johan Cruyff; the pivot behind 'total football' 
who declined to coach the Dutch team for 
this World Cup because of monetary 
differences 

Vittorio f’ozzo. Pozzo was a pioneer in 
a numbet of ways. He was the fust 
coach to lay emphasis on the 
psychological aspect of football while 
underlining the tactical aspects ol the 
game Pozzo's rejection of Fluvio 
Bernadini, then regarded as tfie finest 
attacking centre-hall ol Italy and the 
inclusion ol ifie more rugged J.usito 
Monti in the 19^4 World Cup team 
was a masterstroke of tactical genius. 
It was also under Ins stewardship that 
Italy won the 1934 and the 1938 
World Cups. This is an unic]ue feat lor 
a coac h, which till today retnains 
unstiriiassed. Pozzo had a streak ol 
eccentricity in him which became 
evident in Italy's opening match with 
Norway in 19^8. Pozzo dirc-cted that 
all the players should raise their arm 
in the inlamous Fascist salute, and 


would continue to hold it until the 
torrent ol abuse from the crowd 
subsided After Poz/o, the Italians 
could nevei recapture the old magic 
even after experimetiting with highly 
capable coaches like Helenio Herrera, 
F.ditnirido Fabri, Ferrucio Valcareggi 
and others. 

The Italians till then were shackled 
by the catennaan (see box) 
formation which encouraged 
ultra-defensive football. The only 
form of attack permttted according to 
the norms of this style was through 
breakaway move's. All this changed in 
1978 v/hen Enzo Bearzot took over 
the reins ol Italian football. The 
ultra-defensive 'pio-catennacio' 
football—introduced by a Swiss 
named Karl Rappan and honed to 
perfection by Herrera—^which had 
earned them the 1968 European 
championship and the runners up slot 
in the 1970 World Cup ,was rejected by 


52 


Bfarzot and replaced with a more 
positive style ol play The switch to a 
frec-flowin(!, attacking style reaped 
rich dividends and the 1982 World 
Cup was annexed by the Az/.ini 
brigade. 

An unique Icature about the Italian 
style of football in 1982 was then- 
attacks which were the result ol 
pre-planned tactical manilestations 
with enough room forcreaiive skills 
to prosper. However, the Nineties saw 
the advent ol Arrigo Saachi who 
promoted the 'Zone-Press Sirategy', 
m which the defenders moved up to 
co-ordinate with the rnidlieldeis so as 
to limit the opposition's playing space. 

The Germans, unlike the Italians, 
had developed iheir own scliool ol 
football which waspased on lesilieiKc,] 
grit, motivation and valour These 
virtues were evideni in ! 9‘)4 when 
Sepp Herberger's team shockeii the 
overwhelming lavoiirites, ilungars'. 
Herbergei's stiategy ol not including 
seven irontline [ilayers in the group 
league match against Hungai y and 
astutely plotting Puskas's injury bv 
making Wernei Liebrich plant a 
devastating kick in Puskas' ankle 
gave Germany the title. 

In the Final, the Magic Magyars 
were a pale shadow of their loimer 
selves and an injured Puskas and 
heavily marked Hidekuti only added 
to their cup of woes. This strategy ol 
crippling the opposition's most 
dangerous lootballers reappeared 
much later, when .lupp DerwalTs 
1982 squad's goalkeeper, Harold 
Schumacher punched Patrick 
Battiston of France in the semi-finals 
and again when Rudi Voeller in 1990 
deliberately fouled Frank Rijkaard of 
Holland during a group league match. 

In both these matches, the Germans 
won convincingly after those 
incidents. These psychological 
ploys—which border on physical 
intimidation—are always a part and 
parcel of the German armoury. In 
between Sepp Herberger and Jupp 
Derwall, Helmut Schoen assumed the 



The Latin American or 
the Brazilian style of 
football 

infuses romanticism 
and unbridled 
aggression and the 
fundambntals of this 
system lie embedded 
in the fact that 
everything other than 
creativity takes a 
backseat 


Beckenbausr: the 'Kaiser' who pulled Bayern 
Munich out of the doldrums end guided the 
team to a remarliBble victory in the Bundasliga 

mantle of ihe German coach and he 
changed the face ol contemporary 
football by employing Franz 
Beckenbauer as //hero . Schoen’s idea 
of a libero was different from the 
general concept of the game. 
Beckenbauer, in the 1974 Final, 
functutned not merely as a sweeper 
but also initiated attacks and 
coordinated pre-planned overlaps. 
Historically, the concept of the 
liberated lihew was first used by the 
Uruguay World Cup team in 1954, 

Later, in 1986 and the 1990 World 
Cups when Beckenbauer himself was 
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Jack Chariton: bit Kick and Raab' brand of 
football and thrawd stratogy ara paying off 

a coach he preferred the system of 
withdrawn forward and defensive 
centre half which is somewhat akin to 
the W-M formation of 1925 (see box). 
Bertie Vogts, the present German 
coach has taken a different stance by 
playing Lothar Matthaeus as a 
'withdrawn libero' to bolster the 
defence further. 

The Italian and the German schools 
of football were an embodiment of 
caution mixed with aggression and the 
whole system has been developed 
with a scientific approach. The Latin 
American or the Brazilian style of 
football is distinaly different from the 
earlier style. This school of football 
infuses romanticism and unbridled 
aggression. The fundamentals of this 
system lie embedded in the fact that 
everything other than creativity takes 
a backseat. For example, all the World 
Cup winning teams of Brazil that is 
the '58, '62 and '70 squads coached by 
V incent Feola, Aynmore Morreira and 
Mario Zagalo respectively - thrived on 
improvisation. 

The Brazilian style of play is the 
4-2-4 formation (see box) developed 
by the Paraguayan coach, Fleitas 
Sulitch of the Brazilian club 
Fluminese. From 1958 onwards, this 
formation (which was later 
streamlined by Brazil in 1970 into the 
4-3-3 pattern) had served Brazil well 
and was characterised by wing play, 
ball control, zonal marking and 
rejection of set-piece patterns. 

The Brazilians tried to reverse this 
trend with Zagalo in 1974, Claudio 
Coutinho in 1978 and Sebastio 
Lazaroni in 1990 and yet all the times, 
they failed miserably. The only time 
defensive football with controlled 
aggression paid dividends for a Latin 


American country was when 
Argentina coached by Cesar Louis 
Menotti won in 1978. 

However, the 1978 viaory was an 
exception because, like Brazil, 
Argentina too switched back to the 
Latin American style in 1986 and with 
doses of brilliance from Diego 
Maradona, triumphed easily. 


Uruguay, another Latin American 
footballing giant and two-time World 
Cup winners, also exhibit a simUar 
brand of soccer. 

The English, on the other hand, also 
contributed to the strategic growth of 
soccer when their coach, Alf Ramsay, 
whose team won the Cup in 1966, 
developed his protege Dennis Law 
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Sir Matt Busby; a lagandary coach who 
sin^ie-handodly introduced a strict code of 
ethics into the game 

into one of the most effective 
'off-lhe-ball' players of all time. 

Also, the coaches of the Woiid Cup 
winnint; teams liavc not only 
contributed to the lormiilaiion of 
strategies in world football but a 
number of others who have either 
finished second best or weren't in the 
honours list at all in the World Cup 
have also enriched the game ol soccer 
through their contribution of tactical 
plays The Hungarian foursome of 
Gustav Sebes, Gyufa Mandi, Martin 
Bukavi and Dr Geza Kalocsai evolved 
the earliest principles of the 4-2 -4 
system, with three central strikers 
namely, Puskas, Hidekuti and Kocsis 
instead of two. The result was that the 
'Magyars'remained unbeaten lor four 
years and narrowly lost to Germany in 
the World Cup Final of 19S0 In 1958, 
the Swedish coach, George Raynor 
and the captain Niels Licdlom (who 
later led A.C. Milan with distinction) 
developed the 'Zone Defence' which 
is now a very commonly used strategy. 

The most exciting and path 
breaking trend noticed during the 
World Cup was in 1974. It was during 
this World Cup that Dr Willie M iesTs 
outdated 1950 system was revived by 
Rinus Michel and Johan Cruyff. 
Cruyff had earlier tried this system 
with Ajax's Romanian coach Stephen 


Kovacs. In faa, the origins of this 
system can be dated back to 1860 (see 
box) when eight forwards used to 
swarm all over the field like locusts. 
This system was christened as 'Total 
Football' (sec box). 

The method was modelled on the 
full court press of basketball and the 
strategy was that every player except 
the goalkeeper had to play in all 
conceivable positions in the field. In 
1978, Ernst Happel, the Dutch coach, 
remodified the system and in 1982 
Sepp Piontek further streamlined 
'Total Football' by calling it 'Open 
Football'. And the Danes riding the 


brilliance of Preben Elkjaer, Morten 
and Jesper Olsen dished out 
champagne soccer to support his 
claims. 

Another important part of soccer's 
varied tactical ploys is Jack Charlton's 
'Kick and Rush' style of football. In 
this case, the midfield is packeo with 
five players, and Bobby Robson's 
distinctive formation where Gazza 
was used as a roving midfielder was 
very akin to Michel H idalgo and Henri 
Michel's use of Michel Platini in the 
1982 and 1986 World Cups. 

Baitis Vogts: nicknamod tbo Tarrior' plays 
Lottiar M^aoua at a dofonsiva 'libare' 
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The history of strategy 


With the exceptions of Total football” and perhaps the "4-2-4” scheme 
initiated by ^e Brazilians in the 1958 World Cup, counter-attack has 
dominated soccer strategy for over 60 years 


1860: The beginning 1883: The attack 1925: The W-Wl formation 



When modern soccer began in the This formation had both fullbacks playing The center half, who previously had 

mid-1860s, tactics were rudimentary. The in the middle of the defence and the closely supported his own forwards in 

formation consisted of a goalkeeper, one wing-halves playing, as their name would attack, was now made a defensive player 
back, one halfback and eight forwards, suggest, on the flanks; they were and an inside forward was pulled back 

who roamed the field. expected not only to counter the opposing from the front line into the midfield. 

wingers, but to join in attacks. 


1940s: The "catenaccio" 1958:4-2-4 1970: ‘Total football" 



Karl Rappan of the Swiss international The Brazilian team fielded four rather than In essence, this tactic assumes that anyone 

team developed a strategy that featured three men across the back, two in the can do anything; defenders also attack, 
an extra defender, a sweeper-up and two center, two wingers and two central 'Total football* was a wonderfully 

large fullbacks playing in the middle of the strikers, one of whom was the precocious adventurous strategy, after so many years 
field as stoppers. “Catenaccio* took Pele. The “diagonal system* of defence of chiefly defensive, counter-attacking 

defensive, breakaway football to its limits, was born. football. 

Source. Soccer, The World game; The Handbook of Soccer; Research by E. CRUZ and J. SANCHA Chart by Nilratan Maity 


Wc must keep in mind that though 
liie major strategic developments in 
world soccer took place during the 
World Cups, there are also various 
club roaches whose coniributions has 
been no less significant for the growth 
of soccer. The likes of Sir Matt Busby, 
Herbert Chapman, Jock Stein. Bela 
Guttman and a few others are cases in 



point. In faa, the history of strategy in 
modern football developed during the 
World Cups, would have been 
rewritten had Busby coached 
Scotlarid in the World Cup (he was 
offered the job but after the fatal 
aeroplane crash near Munich airport 
in 1958, where almost the entire 
Manchester United team did not 
survive, he had to refuse the same), 
and had Jock Stein not died of a 
massive heart attack while watching 
Scotland's final World Cup qualifying 
match in 1982. 

When Bill Shankley, the legendary 


Liverpool coach died, Gerry Marsden 
(of Gerry and the Pacemakers) sang 
We Shall Never Walk Alone (the 
song is now the anthem of the 
Liverpool football club). The message 
of the song is appropriate because the 
true football coach never dies, his 
concepts continue to enrich us long 
after he is no more. And every time, a 
human leg kicks a football in any 
part of the world, their coach's ideas 
get executed and the game continues 
to go through the process of evolutionjg 

Parnab Mukherjee 
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ACTION 

E^P I I A photo-feature from 

riCf^Li>%y ■ '94 world cup 


Even though soccer is not quite a popular game 
in the USA yet the Americans neveiiheiess 
were delighted when the host team held 
Switzeriaild to a 1-1 draw. Here, the US 
goalkeeper, Tony Meola executes a fine save 
as Nestor Subiat of Switzerland, and Alexi 
talas of USA (oxtreme right) look on 
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Actian from the Mexico versus Norway first-round match played at 
the RFK Stadium in Washington. Norway's Henning Berg (in the 
foreground) in the air after he tripped over Joaquin Del Olmo (in the 
beckground). Norway triumphed 1-0 in the match 
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GH EORGHE HAGi 

THE LASTSHOT 


For years, he 
had been 
hailed as one 
of world 
soccer's most 
exciting 
players but 
Gheorghe 
Hagi has 
always fallen 
short of his 
dream. USA 
'94 will 
provide him 
with his only 
chance to 
greatness 


I T is a moment that Gheorghe Hagi will 
never forget, and probably will never 
accept, as it f)lays before his eyes like an 
incessant television replay. It is the 
second round of the 1990 World Cup. 
Regulation play has ended in a 0-0 stalemate. 
Here, 11 meters from the goal-line, is the 


Romanian midfielder loan Lupescu taking his 
approach on his team's fifth penalty kick. 
There, in the goal is Ireland's goalkeeper, Pat 
Bonner, diving to his left and blocking the 
shot. 

An instinct, an intuition, a lucky wager, and 
it is over. After making it through one of the 









toughest first-round group of the draw, and 
after 120 minutes of scoreless quarterfinal 
play, Romania was out of the tournament. 

"It wasn't fair," said Hagi, 29, captain of 
Romania's soccer team and star of the Italian 
second division team Brescia. "We played 
letter than the Irish did," he added. "We had 
all the scoring opportunities. Even the Irish 
players said that we deserved to win. 1 still 
have a bitter taste in my mouth from that 
match." 

Like life, sport rarely affords a second 
chance. And Hagi can't deny already having 
had several—including a chance to play in the 
1994 World Cup. 


An innately talented wunderkind who 



made his debut with the Romanian national 
team at 18 and was named captain at 19, Hagi 
came to Italia '90 as a 25-ycar-old 
playmaker-forward with an acceleration that 
left groups of defenders in his wake and a left 
foot that rivalled Diego Maradona's. Yet Hagi 
and Romania stumbled against an Irish side 
that did little more than protect its own goal. 

Despite his team's early elimination, Hagi's 
play was impressive enough to convince Real 
Madrid to spend $4 million to import him 
from Steaua Bucharest, the Romanianclub 
with which he won three consecutive league 
championships. 

Hagi had long dreamed of playing abroad, 
and had been courted by many top European 
clubs. Gianni Agnelli, president of Juventus of 
Turin and of Fiat; allegedly offered to build a 
car factory in Rrtmania in exchange for the 
rights to Hagi. But until the 1990 revolution, 
Romanian players were not allowed to leave 
the country. 

So when Hagi, Romania's top soccer star, 
was signed by one of the world's most 
prestigious clubs, it scerned that his time had 
come. It hadn't. 

In Madrid, Hagi had difficulties both on and 
off the field. Used to the protective shell that 
Steaua and Romania had afforded him, Hagi 
was overwhelmed by his first exposure to 
Madrid and to the Sjianish league. His talent 
still shone through enough to remind his 
fans—and Hagi himself—that he was one of 
the world's top players. But at the end of his 
first Spanish season, Hagi and scored just 
three goals, in 1989, he had scored 31 with 
Steaua. 

"1 don't think his stay with Real Madrid was 
very good for fiim," said Mircea Lucescu, 
Hagi's coach at Brescia and his first coach with 
the Romanian national team. "It should have 
been his brightest moment, at the peak of his 
career, with a solid international experience 
already under his belt Instead, he was left tex) 
alone. 

"Gica has a great need for affection and 
understanding," he added, referring to Hagi 
by his nickname. "He didn't get it in Madrid." 

Hagi's second year at Real was better; He 
scored 1 1 goals in league play, and another six 
in cup competition. But Real again failed to 
win the league championship, losing the title 
on the final day of the season when it fell 3-2 
to Tenerife after having taken a 2-0 lead on a 
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f’oal and an assist hy 

“It's haul to lose like tlial," Hagi said. "But 
it made me understand that my destiny was 
not with Real. It was something that just 
wasn't meant to be.” 

In 1992,1.iicescu convinced Brescia's 
owner, l .uigi (lorioni, to bring Hagi to Brescia, 
where he would be reunited with his 
compatriots loan Sabaii and Florin Radiciou. 
Again, Rontania's golden Iwy failed to shine. 

"I.ike all great talents, Gica has trouble 
being consistent," said l.ucescu. "It is his only 
defect. 1 hope he can put it all together for the 
World C up. Soc< er has need of a great talent to 
admire. And Gica has ail the means to be that 


After tiarrowly missing its qualification for 
the 1992 Euiopean Championship, Romania 
pul together an impressive string of matches 
in a World Cup qualifying group that also 
included Belgium, the Czech Republic and 
Wales, earning a spot in the 1994 finals. “We 
have played extremely well for the past two 
years, ■ said Hagi. "The team has been 
together for nearly five years. The players all 
know each other, and how to play together. 
The atmosphere is like that of a family." 

Considered one of Europe's most talented 
sides, Romania, like Hagi, has suffered from a 
lack of consistency in international play. 
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"Wc are a Latin people/' Hagi said. "We like 
to play with the ball, to put on a show. Wc are 
not concrete, like the Germans or like the 
English. We want to play exciting soccer. Wc 
want to score goals. For this, our matches are 
fun to watch."Hagi sees Romania's 
first-round opponents —Colombia, 
Switzerland, and the United Staiev—asa 
difficult and iin|tredictable group. 

"We could win the first round, and we 
could just as easily lini.sh last, " he said. "There 
are no easy teams. Even the United States, 
because it is playing at home, and because the 
United States aljilete has a very strortg will to 
win." 

Although the I'tO'l World Caipmaybe 
Hagi's last chance to realize his potential, he 
perlers to coruenirale on Ins team. "Until a 
few years ago, Romania had an inferiorily 
complex,'' he said. "We were afraid of our 
opponents. Not any more. Now we know we 
can play with anyone. t)l course, I have my 
own ambitions for this World Cup. Rut it's loo 
early for me lo speak of them." 

"fill keeping iliern lo my'self," he added, 
"the way one keeps a precious dream." • 

Ken Shulman 
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OTHER WORLD 
EVENTS 

29 JUNK- World Cup 
maichcs-Morocco vs 
Nclhcrlands (Orlando), 
Belgium vs Saudi Arabia 
(Washington): 
Wimbledon-rotind of 16. 
to tl’Nf-. World Cup 
malches-Greece vs 

Nigeria (Boston), 

Argentina vs Bulgaria 
(Dallas); 

Wimbledon-round of 16; 
Second cricket Test 
Hrigland vs New Zealand, 
Lord's.. 

! JVH V 

Wimbicdon-men's 
quarters; International 
invitation athletics, 
Gateshead; Second 

cricket Test Hngland vs 
New 'Zealand, Lord's 
2 JOIV. World Cup 
second round 

matches-Clucago 6 pm 
and Washington 9.30 
pm, Wimbledon-ladies 
semis, second cricket Test 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


England vs New Zealand, 
Lord's; Malaysian Open 
badminton; Tour de 
France (British stages). 

3 JUl V World Cup 
secoml round 

matclies-l.os Angeles 

9.30 pm and Dallas 6.30 

pm; Wiinbledon-men's 
semis; Tour de France 
(British stages); French 
Grand Prix, 

Magny-Cours, 
Motorcycling Grand 
Prix, Mugello (Italy). 

i JlU Y' World Cup 
second round 

malches-S.rn Francisco 

8.30 pm and Orlando 5 
pm; Wimbledon-ladies 
final. Tour de France 
(Brilisb stages). Second 
cncket Test England vs 
New Zealand, Lord's. 

5 U'iV World Cup 
second round 

matches-Bostern 6 t<m 


Formula 1 racing: Schinnaclwr on ttw way to becoming 
the 1994 champion 




Linford Cbrictia: in lop form 
this season 

and New Yoik 9 30 pm 
Second cricket Test 
England vs New Zealand. 
Lord's; 

Wimbledon-men's final; 
Pour de France (Hrilish 
stages) 

i> JIJI. 3 Uiusamie 
tirand Prix alhletus, Nal 
West Trophy-second 
round; Tour de France 
(British stages), Scottish 
Open golf, Gleneagles. 

7 .lUi V, Scottish Open 
golf, Gleneagles; Tour de 
France (British stages). 

8 JUl V . Lille Grand Prix 
athlelics; Scotlisfi Open 
golf, Gleneagles, Tour de 
France (British stages). 

9 JUIY: World Cup 
cjiiarter-final 
matches-Bosion 3 pm 
and Dallas 8.3U pm; 
Scottish Open golf, 
Gleneagles; Tour de 


Indonesian Ojien 

badminton: Benson fi- 
Hedges Cup linal, lord's. 
10 JU'IY. World Cup 
cpiarier-fiiial 
matclies-San FraiiciscX) 
8 30 (im and New York 3 
pm; Cleveland 

motor-racing, Ohio; 
Tour de Fiance (British 
siages), British Grand 
Pnx, Silversione 
! 1 H't V 
Common wealth 
basketball 
championships. 

Malaysia, Tour de France 
(British siages). Men's 
world baskelball champ. 
Toronto; World c'up II 
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Rudi VmIIw in action. Wilt 
ho inspiro anothor Gorman 
win in USA '94? 


flalwater canoeing, 
France 

12 JUl V Stockholm 
Grand Pnx athletics: 
Tour de France (British 
stages); Cominonwealth 
basketball 

championship, Malaysia; 
Men's worlc] basketball 
champ., Toronto 
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Sm^ EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 


GRANI1 PHI X; Prime Sporti "Grand Prix Sunday" show 
rontinues this year when the 1994 Motorcycle World 
Ctiampionships makes another stop in Miigello (Italy). Tune 
in to Prime Sports on July J al 2 pm for the Italian Grand Prix. 

FORMtJl A 1 RACINr; Prime Sports is proud to bring you 
another exciting season of Formula 1 Racing from around the 
world. This year we will bring you all 16 Grand Prix five and 
complete. So don'i miss the excilemeni and tune in to Prime 
Sports on i .luly at 5 ptn for the Frencfi t^rarid Prix from 
Magny-Cours. Also the FI World Championships from 
Silverstone at 2 pm and 8. JO am 


WlMPLi DON I'i9i The only Grand Slam lournameni 
played on grass, will be telecast direit from Londott Proposed 
Broadcasting Schedule 



Date 

Time 

Broadcast 

Round 


29 June 

30 lime 

6.^0 pm 

7 30jm 

Live 

Repeal 

Round of 16 
Round of 16 


30 June 

6 30 pin 

Live 

Ladies quarters 


30June 

1 July 

1 July 

7 30 am 

Repeat 

Ladies quarters 


7 30 am 

Repeat 

Men's quarters 


2 filly 

7 30 am 

Delay 

toadies semis 

|pnp%^ 

2 July 

5 30 pm 

Refieal 

Ladies semis 


3 July 

10 30 pm 

Delay 

Men's semis 


3 July 

3 30 pm 

Repeat 

Men's semis 


4 July 

7 30 am 

Delay 

Ladies finals 


5 July 

7 10 am 

Delay 

Men's finals 


5 July 

4 pin 

Repeal 

Men's finals 


n Wt 

Friday I. Wrestling Spotlight at 5.30 pm and Mania at 7.30 pm 
Saturday2 Wrestling Spotlight at 11.30 pm and Mania at 7.30 
pni 

Sunday )■ Wrestling Mania frorn midnight 

Monday 4 Wrestling Mania at 12 npon 

Tuesdays Wrestling Mania at 7.30 am 

Fnday 8; Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm 

Saturday 9; Wrestling Spotlight at 10.30 pm and 6 30 am 

Mania at 4.30 pm 

Sunday 10; Wrestling Mama at 11.30 pm 
Monday 11. Wrestling Mania at 4 am 



Steffi Graf. Will tlw win Wunbledon again? Wateh bar in 
action on Prinw Sports 

SOf t:FH, 

Friday I; Asian Football Show at 6.30 pm 

Satuiday 2: Euro[iean Soccer Sfiow at 8 30 pm 

Sunday 3: Futbol Mondial at 12.30 pm 

Monday 4: Futbol Mondial at 3.30 am and 1.30 pm 

Tuesday 5: Asian Football Show at 8.30 am 

Friday 8: Asian Football Show at 4.30 pm 

Saturday 9. European Soccer Show at 3 30 pm 

Sunday 10. Futbol Mundialat 2.30 am 

Monday 11. Futbol Mundial at 6.30 am and 1 pm 

Tuesday 12 European Soccer Show at 4 am and 10 am 

GOLI; 

Friday I /Saturday 2' US Seniors Dperi Golf from Pinehursl at 
10 30 pm and 1.30 am 

Sunday 3' US Sentors Open Golf from Pinehurst at I am 
Monday 4: US Seniors C)pen Golf from Pinehurst at I 30pm 
Tuesday 5: Women's Pro Golf European Tour at 9.30 am 
Wednesday 6. Women's Pio Golf European Tour at 2 pin 
Thursday 7. Women's Pro Gtilf European Tour at 5.30 am 



Y ou couldn't really call it the 
ideal build up tt) covering the 
1994 World Cup, but one 
thought it pertinent to find out first 
hand, what the Americans found so 
intriguing in their All-American 
sports that they would even relegate 
the most popular sporting event in the 
world to a sideshow. 

So there I was,entering a bar in 
downtown Manhattan to see the 
Stanley Cup ice hockey final between 
the Vancouver Coniicks and the New 
York Rangers. The giant si/e screens in 
the bar brought the action to you 
larger than life and what was mote 
important, the beer was just a shout 
away. The bar we were in—and the 


wliole of New York—went berserk 
when il\e Mr'fsiu.ngon lo^ ^-2 lead 
to lift—and there was a lot to lift, for 
the Stanley tTip must rank as one of 
the largest trophies in the world. In 
Vancouver, iheie was noting and 
looting. 

The celebrations continued the 
next day when the Madison Square 
Garden wasquukly changed from the 
ice hockey rink to a basketball court in 
twenty fimr hours to host ilie NBA 
finals between Housion Rockets and 
New York KiUcks. By that time I was 
sipping draught in a pub in downtown 
Chicago. The pub was all dressed up 
for the World Cup; flags, soccerballs 
and all. But that's where the soccer 
connection ended. A giant of a 
6S 


Nigerian named Hakeem showed his 
American counterparts a lesson or 
two in basketball but couldn't stop 
New York from making it 2-1 in a best 
of seven play-off. 

By day three, I was tiring of this 
American habit of sitting in bars and 
watching sport. Besides, it wasn't 
doing any good for the German goitre 
that 1 seemed to be developing around 
the waist. I decided it was time to get a 
little taste of the real thing. 

A Iriend was kind enough to count 
me in his gang of eight to see Chicago's 
very own White Sos take on the 
California Angels at the ball 
park—that's American for 
stadiunv -which was the home 

(oi ORr.pOfir 


ground of the Sox 

We were to meet up with the others 
in a downtown restaurant and then 
move on. 'Meet up' included a couple 
of beers at S. io in the evening before 
we took Chicago's eerie 
Underground.No sooner had we 
taken our seats in the bleachers (the 
cheap seats), at the stadium, that 
some of the guys went off to get a few 
beers and something to eat. On the 
beer front. 1 can inform you, we didn't 
do too badly since we were always 
demanding more every time the 
hawker came around just as badam 
sellers do at cricket stadiums in India. 

Now to the game. Well, the game. It 
lasted over three and a half hours and 
ten inning-—yes, singular if you 


please—with the Sox sending their 
fans home with a disappointing 6-5 
loss, thanks to a Jamaican, Chilly 
Davis. So much for the theory that 
Americans don't like soccer because 
the ninety minute game is too low 
scoring. About the rest of the game I 
can tell you that there was one 
gentleman who had obviously begun 
his alcohol consumption a long time' 
before we did. Because, in spite of all 
his self-confessed love and passion for 
the game—which he kept re|)eating in 
a drunken drawl- -Ins son had to lake 
him home at the 'top of the eight', 
(read, at the beginning of the eight 
inning). 

As the iK-ers kept flowing, the 
volume around us increased atid the 
attention to the game decreased in 
adverse proportion 'rhe ii’ebriated 
talk in fiont of its centered aroimd 
whether (otmer stai running back 
O .1 Simpson had really murdered his 
wile or not Simpson, by the way, is 
nicknamed 'Iiiue', because oraiigi' 
juice is called O ,1 m AnuTica. Oiange 
juice, O.J., get it' 

The murder of Simjison's ex-wile 
and her alleged young lover lelc-gaied 
World Cup news and gossip to a tiiere 
footnote. Simjison's dtsaiijieaiance 
when he was to be arrc’steci took loji 
sjiot in the news on theojietiingdayof 
the World Cuji. 

Was O.J. so obsessed with Ins wile 
that he couldn't handle it and did the 
unimaginable.^ With O.J.'s blood 
turning uji everywhere, the 
sleuths—of the jiolice and the 
I press—looked and concluded- O.J. 
was suspect. Was the 'Juice' rc'ally 
guilty?Well, who cares. America does. 

Afterall, what can you expect from 
a nation whose version of football is 
jilayed not by fcMit but with the hands 
\ and whose W/i/fe Sox actually wear 
black socks. I'll tell you what, don't 
ask any questions as long as the beers 
keep coming and the next time you 
get a chance to see an American sport, 
take your pick, ball park or bar. 

It's the same thing really when you 
look at the bottomline. Or when you 
IcMik at your hungover face in the 
mirror the next morning. • 

Andy O'Brien. Chicago 



Even ice hockey ranks higher in pogularity than soccer for most Americans 
























•« 




.^VC' j'*-*’'^i’ ■'H'f5‘. '* • 


v'^., ' 

\ '**lfWi*r-..j^_ _ J. . 

f- r 


\<ft , irp ,>,!--►• 

'ii»j ' ' - . *'. .• ," '■' 

■%4 }*->ttA^ -n ‘ S 

't' 



WORLD 


- ■ , :'■ 




V *f> 




ff' 


C(>Cci 


A'- 




'„.«■ f 


' u 'i2/-, 


FREE 

POSTER: 

GHEORGHE 

HAGI 


v-vt'-' 




's. 1 






E' .fc ‘ ***'^- ■'‘*€4 

f . f 

'‘' ' ’ -f-f. / ^ 

A' . 1 '• 

: . 4 . 'f -i» ' ’*■' 

'* >■■•«■.»,■.,, V ’'s" ^ 

. V ^‘' *>•* 

o# • 

^ fcr ^ 'J 

•* > «■'■• 

vV '^■*'- «• *** ^ -'‘I 

. V.. 

\ 




'_.vlK.-'v 






WoHiKup 

USA94 

s^s?? 


Should the world's greatest 
footballer, in spite of his obvious 
genius, be given another chance? 











ONIDA 


The spirit of ONIDA. 
It's the same hall game. 







The World Cup has entered its final stages. And judging hy^ tetoience and 
of events that have taken place, one can rfek commenting is a 

tournamentwttich the fans will not forget in a hurry. 

To begin wh^, foe world watched asMdradona, one of foe great^^^batlers of ' 
the centuiy, became a victim of his own lofty ambitions. The made a 

hash of ti#g$e pronwsmg much butdetiverindeolittje. In both these j^iiyi^ gfovtde 
foe insidesfoiy bfvifoatwentwrohg andfo^ ; ■ tV v 

Bypassing cbntro^miay and taking refugefo t%sufos of flair and cofo^^M 
provide tm]4)Aprpii«im«c« s^ers Nigeria's 

and Russia's Oleg SiMd;'l^ere is a.MsuaJ tiwlR we present 

glimpses from foe opening ceremony^l^eop 
The issue then further diversifies info an 
stipulated World Ctfo rules and on wfo^,foe 1 
^sj^mclusion, find outwhy the An^icans really seem to 
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SHomoFHsr 

ro WDU 400 HfflS. 



WliM yan tfovtlop ■«•£ 400 OltltPtRt InbMcintt and oraasaa, tbara'a pnaclana littia 
eampatltara can da (aacapt, aayba, taka tkair kata atl ta fffllVPI). Today, ana ant af ovary 
two valilclaa la India rana on fill VO. In tact, fMVO's anporior toeknaloiy pooa way 
kayand motoreyclof, acaatora, cara, vaaa, loapa, tmcka, fcnaoa and tractara. ,^^WIiat 
paaa Into yaar car Is actually tbs Inbrlcatlni forca babind tbo world's laroost rail notwork. Tbs 

..also kosps India's latost arwy tanka Ilfbtini 

tlt.^|^||||^IRVO virtually movos tha^^ : V\whaBls af Indlaa Indnatry. With avar 400 diffarant 
iradas at Inbrlcaats and iraasas and 0,000 patrol statiana acraas tha cauntry, wo'va caws 
a iani way. Balora toaslnp thair kata lata tbo riao, anr nawly-arrlvad frisada bava a littia bit 
af catchlni-np ta da. Cawpatlni can eawa latar. 
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i^ki^rent; not 
, with the Red Cross 

" i^thand comer of her 
the player she was 
hut also because his name 
'''^^ a jjyfebed'K) be Diego Annando 
iSihiadona. The man who has been 
ig^ad’hy die gods with a sublime 
tdeih ttot flowed him to creau.‘ 
magic a football pitch like no one 

4^ in his era could, but who ladced 
the emcafonai and intellectual 
atm^th to cope with the adulation, 
wealth and fame that his talent 
brought. While he walked out of the 
pitdi that day, maybe Maradona was 
as high as a kite, maybe he wasn't, but 
maybe he must have known what 
would show up at the lab after the test. 
Did he think he would just get away 
with it? 


Diego Maradona wasn't supposed 
to be the story of this World Cup at all. 
Too many conuoversies in the past. 

Too much emotional baggage in the 
present. Too many pounds around the 
middle—a jaded talent to be in this 
World Cup. And yet, here we arc 
dissecting the career and debating the 
actions of a spoilt, arrogant and weak 
man who was also a great football 
player. 

"Unfortunately," says Pele, the 
only man who can claim without 
debate to have been a greater 
footballer than the Argentine," he 
could have been one of the great 
ones." 

Maradona has been referred to in 
the past tense before, only to return 
on some low-fai, mystery drug diet. His 
resurrection for this World Cup was 
nothing short of a miracle even if it 
were indeed drug-aided. So how does 
one react to the drug charges and the 
elimination of Maradona from the 
World Cup. Shock? Disbelief? Anger? 
Disappointment? Sadness? Hostility? 1 




Resentment? Pity? Or maybe a 
mixture of all—a 'cocktail',shall wc 
say. 

But the bottom line is that the 
greatest footballer of his time is also a 
cheat. 

There arc 528 players at this World 
Cup, but only Maradona tested 
positive for banned drugs. There are 
101 illegal substances deemed illegal 
by FIFA, Maradona's urine sample 







was found to contain, not one, but five 
of them. 

But by far the most important 
qucMuni to answer is: Why did 
Maradona take the banned 
substances especially after his past 
experiences? Consider this.- here was 
his chance to return for a last bumpy 
ride on life's rich rollercoaster and seal 
his controversial and scandal'filled 
career with a stamp of 'greatness'. 


He had asttnmded the world by his 
performances in this World Cup. 
setting up two goals and scoring one 
himself, placing Argentina as one of 
the favourites to win the tournament. 
Even if he wasn't on his way to 
winning the World Cup again for hts 
team, he was on track to salvage some 
of the reputation—liis skills were 
never in doubt—that he had lost from 
past brushes with controversy. 


Diago AraMndg Maradona: ha aiwaya 
fail iboit of hia droatm (laaot); Maratena 
at tho praaa confomiica aftar ha tatiad posilitro 

Maradona claims that he used a 
decongestant to relieve him from a 
kind of flu that was bothering him 
prior to the match against 
Nigeria...yet, the results showed that 
he tested positive for no less than five 
banned substances. Not only were 
these taken in large 
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ly I or cphedrine-Iike 
ut I drugs to fight the start's minor healtii 
problem. Cereni, who is not licensed 
in the field, was described by another 
Maradona exclusive—his personal 
trainer—as "amateurish and 
negligent". 

FIFA's chief medical officer Dr. 
Michael D'Hooghe said ephedrine is 
commonly found in weight-loss pills. 
It seems, 

Maradona worked a little to 
desperately at his weight-loss 
programme, shedding about 26 
pounds in training prior to the World 
Cup. Also this is-an-over-the-counler 
drug but not available in America 
which means the drugs were brought 
into the USA or taken while 
Maradona was in training. Taken as 


indicated, the drug can offer relief 
from colds^etc, but taken in large doses 
it can aa as a powerful stimulant and 
is performance-enhancing. Officials 
say that this was an accidental doping 
case. "We didn't find any product in 
the market that contain ail five 
substances," said D'Hoogh^"It must 
be a cocktail." 

FIFA president Joao Haveiange said 
he was "praying that the result would 
be different. This was very difficult for 
us. But the medical facts don't lie. We 
have to take them as the truth." 
Maybe Maradona was craving for that 
last encore; to exit from the stage to a 
standing ovation! I'll show my critics 
that Maradona can still play football," 
he had promised before ttie 
Itmrnament. Fame does funny things 
to the mind and somehow Maradona 
must have felt that laws that apply to 
mere mortals do not apply to him. 

Many players also complained of a 
similar type of flu that Maradona had 
apparently taken medication for, but 
no one else look as drastic steps as the 
Argentine captain did. US forward 
Eric Wynalda was denied medication 
to treat a case of hives early m the 
tournament because the remedies 
contained banned substances. 

I F Maradona were participating in 
the Olympics and not the World 
Cup he would have been banned 
there too. Ephedrine is the same drug 
that caused American swimmer Rick 
Demont to be stripped off a gold 
medal at the 1972 Olympics. In 
Demont's case he has a history of 
asthma and claimed that he had used 
it when he suffered an attack the day 
before. But as Alan Rothenberg put it, 
"I don't know what the doses were. I 
can’t even state if there was any 
legitimate reason to take them. The 
reasons don't matter. It is all a fairness 
issue. The point is, everybody knows 
what the rules are. The motive.does it 
really matter? There's clearly a reason 
why those drugs are on the banned 
list, they're called uppers." 

Rothenberg also said the 
suspension had no cc>nneaion to 














HOW HE WAS 
TRAPPED 

And you thought 
Maradona was being 
victimised? 



S TRICT rules govern World Cup dope testing. Before every game, team 
doctors must list any medication taken by players. 

At half-time, 22 slips with all the squad numbers are pul into a bag. Each 
team has a separate bag. 

The FIFA doctor draws two slips from each bag and puts them in sealed 
envelopes without looking at them. 

Fifteen minutes before the end of the game, the envelopes are opened in 
the presence of team officials, and 10 minutes later the team doctors are 
handed the names of the two players to be tested. 

On the final whistle, the players are not allowed back into the 
dressing-room but are taken directly to the doping test room. There,they 
arc asked to supply 200inl «)f urine, to be put into two bottles—^A and B. 

These are then sealed, labelled, put in protective cases and flown to the 
official test laboratories in Los Angeles. 

If sample A proves positive, the head of testing will inform FIFA 
immediately. 

Officials from the team concerned then have 12 hours to request that 
sample B is tested. This is done in the same lab, but by different staff. 

FIFA representatives are present and team officials and the player have 
the right to be there too. 

If sample B pioves positive, the World Cup organising committee will 
set up a special commission to look into the case. 


Maradona's troubled past which had 
included a drug conviction that might 
have kept him away from this World 
Cup in the first place, ifUS organisers 
hadnot helped, "facilitate"—as 
Rothenberg put it—a waiver by the 
US Government. It is standard 
procedure in international sports 
championships, for organisers to 
guarantee that all athletes will be 
allowed into the host nation, but 
World Cup officials had to get special 
US government clearance {which was 
done late last year). Japan, in faa, 
didn't let Maradona across its borders 
for a tournament in May because of 
his drug record. 

In fact, Rothenberg said that the 
Argentines acted with such 
'honorable' speed that FIFA was 
.saved fnwn having to make a deci.sio:i 
on the 33-year-old Maradona, wfui 
would have played a record 23rd 
game three days after the incident. 

The drug gets one's adrenalin 
flowing by raising blood pressure and 
heartbeat and dilated the ptipils of the 
eyes. And did you notice Maradima 
after he scored what turned out to be 
the only goal in the tournament. He 
ran up to the television camera and 
stared funny eyed—almost scarily 
into it. 

I.ike one ol his explosive dribbles, 
Maradona's mmd has always been 
7i7-/.aging .after all these years oi 
(ontroversies and scrapes with dtug 
testing, did Maradona think twice 
before gulping why. Did he think 
once? A jiity the film titky'I love 
trouble " ha> already been used up 
because it applied perfectly to 
Maradona's career and bis life In the 
'82 World Cup, he was thrown out for 
kicking Batista in the stomach. In 
1986 at the height of his glory, there 
was the' Hand of God goal' and in 
1990, he claimed that the touinament 
was so la inled by 'mafia influence', 
that Italy ensured that the Germans 
won the World Cup. 

01 course, this has much to do with 
Argentina's persecution complex. All 
30 million Argentines feel that the 

T 0 


rest of the world is against them. And 
that's why you hear so much of that 
word,'plot'. Says one Argentine 
journalist here for the World Cup, 

''the theme of a plot is very Argentine, 
because it excuses your own guilt. It is 
a typical assumption ol tlie Argentine 
sickness. We're the best but they 
don't allow us to become the best. 
Maybe we ought »o realise now that if 
we are lobe p.arl of an ..inaieur group 
of countries, we have to lespec I rulc-s 
and how the game is played.’ 

Somehow Maradona nevet 
ac cepted the ia't that the rules 
applied to everybody equally. And 
perhaps that is why he got into 
trouble so often. He was sacked or 
walked away from clubs in Italy, 
Spain and Argentina because of 


conflicts with officials, has been hit by 
two paternity suits since his 
marriage (one of which has found 
him guilty); was named in a drug 
smuggling case that still is pending, 
served a 15-monih suspension from 
soccer lor cocaine use, faced drug 
posession charges when he 
returned to Argentina from Italy; later 
was arrested lor reckless driving when 
he went to play in Spain; served a 
suspension for brawling; shot 
journalists with an ait gun when they 
stood outside his home; punched 
newsmen at his wedding and when 
they turned up to photograph his 
family on a beach, ran up an 
enormous telephone bill when 
invited by the president of soccer 
federation and didn't pay it on the 
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iiwcWwas pulled out, 


oaxtred cfMnments didn't 


^ tbeiMmany «ood etthei. 


‘ '^^attnems Mice l>oys can 

S^b^tliat Ai^entma can goon living 
wHbott Maradona." Then after 


wangling Argentina lose to Bulgaria 
lie said,"1 saw the game «id in a kn of 


moments, I cofuldn't believe that was 


Argentina playing without me. 


Even when Maradona couldn't play 


in the toumantent, he could talk. 


doing commentary for a television 


network. When Argentina lost to 
Romania he told his viewers, "There's 
nothing thattr»> justify this. This isn't 
the team 1 left, the happy team, the 
knowing team. They sawed off our 
legs, not just mine but of all 
Argentines. I feel terrible for all the 
Argentines who had such high hopes, 
and 1 feel bad for the world's soccer 
fans because we had trained with alt 
our hearts." 

Trickery and theatrics have always 
been part of the Maradona circus, 
even at his peak in 1986. Of course, he 
played in an era where great players 
were too easily 
neutralised 

^ with harsh tackles. 

^ Maybe because 

^ of that 

he was always 




looking for an edge, a short cut. 

And this attitude extended 
into his life off the soccer pitch too. 
And that is why Maradona will never 
be remembered as just a great soccer 
player but also as a one man circus to 
the end, a sad clown in full make - up. 

Even after he was caught, Maradona 
made it look as if he were the 
victim and not the accused ."I don't 
know, maybe we were careless," he 
told a television network he has an 
exclusive contract with. "1 swear I did 
not drug myself to play. With my 
abilities I don't need to drug myself. 
They (FIFA) have retired me from 
soccer. 1 don't think I want another 
revenge; my soul is broken. I don't 
understand. I would like to fly. It 
hurts. They cut my legs off when I had 
a chance to recover. They kicked me 
out without a chance of defense. 
Machines can show a lot of things but 
they are not real proof." 

Funnily enough, players using 
prescription drugs for legitimate 
puiyioses can escape a doping trap by 
having the team dttcior declare the 
use prior to each match. But 
documents provided by FIFA show 
that while the Argentine physician 
listed Maradona under medical 




txeafmeni before the Nigeria game, 
itone of the drugs found in his system 
were oh that'list. Yet surprisingly 
there issotnuch sympathy (or 
Maradona and a lot of self pity too. He 
says he has paid his dues 
brfore—when he was suspended for 
15 months—but that was for another 
crime. After all, a murderer cannot 
come out of jail and expect not to go 
back in if he committed another 
murder, can he? 

Still a telephone survey in Buenos 
Aires found that nearly 60 per cent 
believed Maradona and the team 
were the victims of a plot. Barely 10 
per cent said they were mad at 
Maradona and more than 50 per cent 
said they were sorry for him. But that 
amounts to closing your eyes and 
making a wish that could never come 
true. Lets face it, Maradona let liis 
team down, his country down, this 
World Cup down and soccer down. 
Many of us forgave him before. 
because of his talents and the pleasurt 
it gave us, hut—as James Bond would 
say if soiTiethingottiirred 
regularly-- lirst tune, comnifeiHe, 
second time, happensiante, third time 
it's enemy action.' 

Oh yes, Maradona is the greatest 
player in the world, but he's also a 
druggie. As FIFA Secretary Sepp 
Blatter says, "It is not a issue about 
doping. It IS a human, moral issue." 
The organisers have rightly declared 
that they intend to make this World 
Cup to be remembered as being, as 
Rothenberg says, "Bigger than one 
team or one player," 

Yes, Diego Maradonna has 
entertained us with his skill but he's 
screwed up one time too many. He 
may be blessed—as they say—by the 
virgin of Rosario, and in Naples he 
may be still revered as a saint. But it 
seems that even with help from 
above, Maradona cannot help 
himself. So if you want to feel sorry, 
then save your sympathy for Andres 
Escobar, for while Maradona lost his 
reputation, the Colombian lost his life. 

PHOTOGkAPHS AMIYATARAfDAH 
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BY ANDY O'BRIEN, NEW YORK 


W HEN you're covering a 
tournament like the 
World Cup across a 
country like America, 
you’ve got to work out the cheapest 
ways of getting in and out from 
different cities. I could give you a few 
good tips on that score about various 
US cities. For instance, the cheajK'si 
ride from New York's La Guardia 
airport into town will cost you only $ 
2.SO la single ride to anywhere in any 
public transport costs a fixed $ 1.25] if 
you take a bus to the train station in 
Jackson Heights and then change 
onto an E tiain into di)wniown 
Manhattan. 

Now you might be thinking that 
this ain’t no travel guide so what's this 
all about. Just this that when I stepped 
off the bus at Jackson Heights for the 
first time and walked down to the 
74th street underground station, it 
was then that it hit me that yes, the 
World t;up was on in the USA. 

For $ 1.25, Jackson Heights is the 
cheapest ticket you will get to South 
America. That area has the largest 
concentration of Colombians 
anywhere in the world outside 
Colombia. 

I walked down the streets that were 
almost seemed to be draped with the 
Colombian flags and banners wishing 
the team good luck. Store windows 
displayed full colour posters of the 
Colombian squad, or Colombian 
soccer T -shiii or flags, liven the 
cigarette billboards have soccer 
imagery All around you, cars with 
too-lat tires zoom past you, their 
windows rolled down, pumping out 
hip shaking Salsa which is the rhythm 
of the streets. You walk into one of the 
restaurants to giab a coke and you 
notice that in the back there is room 
for a hundred people to gather around 




The spectre of defeat and an array of drug - 
related controversies in the team, was the cause 
of Colombia's World Cup crash 
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You ask the owner what all this is 
about and he says, "Soccer is a way to 
show the rest of the world what we are 
and what we do. A lot of people don't 
know about Colombia. Also-swcer is 
very important for our people back 
home. Sometimes, wc don't go to the 
supermarket and we use the money 
instead to go to the stadium. Because 
soccer in Colombia is our life, our 
food." 

Yes, he was right; most <if what 
people know about Colombia is 
negative. When the Chicago Tribune 
carried a story implying that many of 
the Colombian team members were 
involved with the drug mafia and 
insinuated that they were criminals, 
the top Colombian diplomat in the US 
personally blasted the paper in a letter 
to the editor. 


What went wrong? 
How did a team with 
such a reputation and 
such talented players 
like the genius, 
Valderrama, the 
deadly Asprilla and 
the speedy Freddy 
Rincon manage to 
dash the hopes of a 
nation and the 
expectations of the 
world? No one in 
Colombia can explain 
it, though they are 
trying their best to do 
so 


Yes, it is true that most people have 
a very bad picture of the country; a 
place ridden by leftist guerrillas, drug 
cartels and mafia organisations, 
violent petty criminals, where 'kill the 
ref is a death threat and not a taunt. 

No wonder their soccer manager— 
till a short while ago that is— 
Francisco Maturana once said, "This 
country suffers a lot. Soccer helps 
relieve the pain".That is what the 
game means to Colombia. So you 
could imagine the shock when in the 
course of the first week 
they had to deal with the humiliation 
of elimination from the tournament 
before they even reached the second 
round. 

Disappointment is always more 
acute when expectations are higher. 
Till the Colombian team went out to 
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play a day into the toumamrnt, they 
seemed to be the best team in the 
world, having lost only one match out 
of its last 40 internationals, including 
unceremoniously ending Argentina's 
unbeaten 31 match streak with 2-1 
and 5-0 wins in the qualifying 
tournament. They had even got the 
ultimate praise when Pele told 
the world that Colombia was destined 
for the final. 

This was a team whose style 
brought back memttries of vintage 
Brazil, whose coach saw soccer as an 
art form and believed that soccer has 
to have aesthetics. Maturana has said, 
"If jK'ople don’t like my attitude 
towards ftMttball and ray philosophy 
then I can always lail back on my 
dentistry. My suitcase is ready." A few 
days into the tournament, Maturana 
said he was packing his bags and going 
back home to fall batk on his degree in 
dentistry. "Vou know it would be a 
very gtKKl thing for soccer il we won 
the World ('up," Maturana had.said 
two days before his team's debut. "We 
are going to bring some joy back to the 
game. (Jolombians like to dance and 
we like to dance with the prettiest girl 
at the ball. We are ready for the ball to 
start." 

Toc) ready perhaps 

When Colombia lost to Romania in 
their oficning tie, it was brushed off as 
an off-day for one of the toiirnamenrs 
favourites and a good day lor one ol 
the dark horses. "It w'asa big blow, a 
shocking result, " said assistant coach, 
Herman tiome/. But the Colombians 
tried not to over-react to a defeat in 
which they conceded itmre goals than 
they had in 43 matches dating batk to 
Pebniary That was how hot the 
(Colombians were made nnt to be 
They fiad not lost back- to- back 
matcfies in 34 game's and so two wins 
m their next games over the upstart 



hosts USA and Switzerland would put 
them back on track for the title. The 
Romanian defeat was looked upon 
as a wake- up call which had come iti 
time to reojver so that they could 
continue as everyone's favourites to 
shcKk the traditional powers in the 
World Cup. 

To Colombian fans, the concept of 
US scK'cer was a sports oxymoron to 
rival the Jamaican bob-sled team. As 
one fan in .lackson Heights pul il, 
"We've liad football tor over 80 years 
and the United States has just started 
to play football when Pele was here." 


But there were no 'cool runnings' 
for the Colombian team against the 
inexperienced USA. One self 
goal and another goal from an Ernie 
Stewart, who has lived all his life in 
the Netherlands, bis mother's 
homeland, having played at the junior 
level for that ctmntry, sent the 
Colombians tumbling out of the 
tournament and the entire nation into 
a state of shock and mourning. 

After the win that acted as the 

VaMwrama, Asprilla aM RiacM (tack to 
cun ). Hw Co l oiiifc i a i i tMak tartk wwt 
braiad^ 
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biggest public ity l>oosi for soccer in 
America, some of tlic American 
players jmliiely asked for their spoils. 
"1 went to the locker room to ask for 
Aldollo Valencia's shirt," said US 
forward Eric Wynalda. "We both play 
piolessionally in Germany and wc 
both weal mmiber 11. But the 
translation that came back to me was, 
'don't go in there, it's a morgue'." 

Of course, the US were only too 
hajipy to exchange a win over 
Colombia for jersies any time. One 
official described the mood of the 
learn as "worse than depressed, but 



u s 



"Soccer is a way to 
show the rest of the 
world what we are 
and what we do. A lot 
of people don't know 
about Colombia. Also, 
soccer is very 
important for our 
people back home. 
Sometimes we don't 
go to the supermarket 
and use the money 
instead to go to the 
stadium. Because 
soccer in Colombia is 
our life, our food." 

...Colombian 
restaurant owner in 
Jackson Heights 


Andres Escobar; ha paid for a doionsiva 
error with his lifo 

not suicidal." Maturana was not 
making any excuses. "We basically 
stunk up the entire playing pitch," he 
blasted angrily. "It is clear our 
participation has been a disaster. If we 
purjiosely had tried to play that bad, I 
don't think we could have." 

When asked what could have been 
done that wasn't done already, an 
obviously lurious coach replied, "The 
ideal situation would have been to 
make FIFA change the laws so that we 
could make 11 substitutes." 

So what went wrong. How did a 
team with such a reputation and such 
talented players like the 
genius-schemer Carlos Vald.-ioinma, 
the deadly Asprilla and the speedy 
Freddy Rincon manage to dash the 
hopes of a nation and the expectations 
of the world? No one in Colombia can 
explain it, though they arc trying their 
best to do so 

('allers to radio shows in Bogota 
have lome up with fantastic 
explanations for the team's disaster. 
The team had fallen victim to a 
massive case of doping. Key players 
had taken money to throw the game 
for millionaire bettors. But, as one 
writer put it, "the truth was not much 
more fantastic than fiction." 

Many. of course, will blame 
Maturana, the man who till now was 
so lespecied in his country that he 
even received the country's top 
civilian honour. liven the powerful 
drug lords who run most of 
Colombian football — if not the entire 
nation — respect the coach's 
reputation. But Maturana's 
contribution to the team was much 
broader than merely football. He had 
done much to keep this national team 
above violence and drugs; the 
'shadow of shame' as he called it; a bad 
reputation of drugs, violence and 
corruption, which seemed to be a 
virus that was destroying the country 
itself. He counselled his players on 
how they should dress, how to speak 
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When Colombia lost 
to Romania in their 
opening tie, it was 
brushed off as an 
off-day for one of the 
tournament's 
favourites and a good 
day for one of the dark 
horses. The 
Colombians tried not 
to overreact to a 
defeat in which they 
conceded more goals 
than they had in 43 
matches dating back 
to February 1993 










Gabriel Gomez w 
U.S. atylum as hi 
fears retribution 
the drug lords 




and even on how ilifir wives should 
dress and speak. 

"I'm iellinf> my people liow lo he 
more ediicaied, " he had once said. 
"When you show that image, you feel 
belter about yourself. That's what we 
want to show " But eventually, the 
country's true character may have 
come to the surface and contributed to 
the downfall ol the team. 

While Colombia's President and 
two of his cabinet ministers took their 
seals at Pasadena's Rose Bowl, their 
players were not all that comfortable. 
Earlier in the day in what violence- 
hardened Colombians refer lo as 
terrorism over the tclephone',a 
terrorist group from Medellin phoned 
and faxed death threats lo Maiiirana 
and to one of his midfielders Gabriel 
Gomez. Tfie coach was warned that if 
he played Gome/ then bombs would 
be plaied m both his and Gome/'s 
homes He was instead, ordered to 
play one of the players from Medellin. 

To many others, it rnighi have been 
a hollow threat, lo be taken as a joke. 
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Bui Maturana know the seriousness 
of the situation. After all, bolli his and 
Gomez's family live in Medellin ,a city 
with a homicide rate 15 limes more 
than New York and where gangs take 
their revenge with cars stacked with 
dynamite. 

Gome/ was rested— and is even 
conteinplatingseekingasylum with his 
family in the US — and the Medellin 
playei look his place. 

No learn or counii y can expect to 
win a World Cup in that kind of a 
situation. 

Perhaps it will he ajil to recall what 
Maiiiraiia had told Sport'> Illiislraled 
III May about his country and its 
h'ntliall. "We are always in conllici 
and lliai's whai you see m out soccer, 
oui game and in ourcoiinliy — both 
pain and glory. Yes, that is Colombia." 

The evening Colombia lost to 
Ameiiia and went out of the Cup, 
police III PecpieiknColombia slapped 
I Ills Isiimas with two tickets Farinas, 
a Puerto Ftican who has lived in 
.lac kson Heights lot iO yeais, was 


Rincon; the speedy forward's wings 
seomed to hove been clipped 


honking his horn when (lolice on 
special World Cup patrol pulled him 
over. Five other family members in 
the car had been waving small 
American flags and chanting 'USA, 
USA'. 

"Are you trying to start a riot? "One 
cop asked Farinas and ticketed him for 
unnecessary use ol horn and for not 
wc-aring a seal bell. 

" The joy is so intense," Farinas' told 
the police, "thai I could claim 
temporary insanity." 

Somewhere down the road a 
mannequin dressed in a Colombian 
soccer imilorm and a blonde yellow 
Valderainnia wig sal on the sidewalk 
alone with his head in his hands 
Asked why he still wore the disguise 
that so many Cc^lombian fans wore at 
the stadiums where their team played 
in, he .smiled "We still 
have hope," he said and then added, 
"I'm thinking of 1998." • 
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Brazil's ROMARIO 
has an ego as large as 
his talent. But that 
has not deterred him 
from emerging 
as the world's 
greatest striker 
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for the season that has just ended. 

'I felt terrible when Fiorentina went 
down and this season has been really 
tough,' he says. 'When you are not in 
Serie A in Italy, you get knocked 
around a lot and you have to play to 
empty stadiums and on bad pitches. 
But the thought of playing in the 
World Cup has kept me going 
throughout these hard times,' he says 
of the motivation he had spoken of 
earlier. But that was not the fifst time 
that Batistuta had fallen on hard 
times. Having begun his career as an 
18-ycar-oid with Newells Old Boys 
alter his talents on the streets of 
Rcconquista were spotted by the 
club's recruiters, he switched to Boca 
Juniors. He then shifted to Rive Plate 
where his confidence was seven ly 
shaken. But he flowered during the 
1991 Copa America and was named 
South American Footballer Of The 
Year in 1 99 1 Fiorentina of Italy took 
note of this, signed him and under 
coach Gigi Radice, Bati' discovered 
his skills once again 

Interestingly, Batistuta was not in 
Fiorentina's initial plans, as they had 
signed his teammate Diego Latorre to 
play for them instead. But Fiorentina 
vice-president Vittori Gori insisted 
that Batistuta be taken in place of 
Latorre after watching a few video 
tapes of the striker. When Fiorentina 
were relegated, many critics lelt that it 
was the end of Batistuta as he would 
not be able to maintain his goal¬ 
storing instincts at the highest level. 
But this season, in between playing — 
and scoring—for Argentina, 

Batistuta scored 16 goals for his 
Italian club helping them to earn a 
promotion back to Serie 'A'. 

Batistuta's powerful right foot and 
his sudden turn of speed has resulted 
in most of his 23 goals which have 
come in 33 appearances (updated till 
the game against Greece), but he has 
also scored with his left foot, ofl his 
head and via free kicks, thus 
underlining his predatory instincts 

And the Sft 9 inch Batistuta makes 
no bones about his motivation. 
'Scoring a goal,' he says, is just the 
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Batistuta ami Cannign; oM 
Iriamis and now tha strika forco 
for Argantina. Tlw nation 
daponds on both of ttwin for tiwir 
suporb goal-scoring abilitias 




best feeling for a striker. It's hard to 
describe... orgasmic, I guess.' 

The same word could be used to 
describe what seems to be Argentina's 
soccer rebirth. After the last World 
Cup, Argentina had earned the 
distinction of being the rogues of 
international soccer; playing for 
results without any concern for 
performance. 'Nobody in the world' 
liked the Argentinian team," thesoft- 
spoken Batistuta had said before this 
World Cup, and then he had 
promised, 'although the result is the 
important thing. I'll be going out to 


^4 


Having begun his career as 
an IS-year-old with 
Newells Old Boys, after his 
talents on the streets were 
spotted by the club's 
recruiters, he switched to 
Boca Juniors. He then 
shifted to River Plate 
where his confidence was 
severely shaken. But he 
flowered during the 1991 
Copa America and was 
named South American 
Footballer of the Year in 
1991 


ff 


attack and to put on a show. 1 thrive 
on playing alongside Caniggia, and if 
Diego Maradona can play 
behind us, then the three of us could 
be absolutely lethal.' 

So far that prediction seems to be 
coming true. And if Batistuta can fulfil 
his dream of becoming the highest 
scorer of the 1994 World Cup then 
that won't be bad for someone whose 
parents never ever knew anything 
about football and for a boy who 
'never considered football more than 
just some fun among friends.' • 

Andy O'Brien, New York 

I Wbr/i/CupUSAiMW 
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QUESTIONS 


I What in World Cup 
• '94 will bf available, 
"two each per person in 
cups not exceeding 12 
ounces (360 ml)", and will 
have to be served,"more 
than ninety minutes before 
the start of the match"? 

2 Which coach has 
• evolved a style of 
play called 'Zone Press 
Strategy' that involves four 
defenders moving upfront 
to cut down on the other 
team's space? 


3 Which famous 
• Hollywood actor 
and actress drew lots at the 
World Cup football draw 
held in Las Vegas on 19t h 
December, 1993? 

4 This stadium was 
« built originally for 
the Washington Senaktrs, 
a baseball team and is the 
only World Cup venue 
which is named after an 
individual. Can you name 
the stadium. 

He is nickamed'7V)e 
* t<fcwPlatini'and is 
the product of the Tahtiicbi 
Youth Club Academy from 
Santa Cruz, and presently 
represents Portuguese 
Club Boavist Porto. Name 
the player 


His leal name is Luis 
» Robeito Alves. He is 


THE WORLD 
CUP QUIZ 




Brazilian by birth but is 
playingfor another country. 
His performance will decide 
the fate of his team at the 
U.S. A '94. How do we know 
him better as? 

7 One of the 24 
« participants was 
given an advance on their 
guarantee money lor i he 
World Cup '94 by FIFA so 
as to enable them to 
overcome financial 
problems. This created a 
temporary uproar before 
matters were sorted out. 
Which country was 
involved in this short-lived 
controversy? 

8 Thisdiimmitive 
« forward,through 
parental origins.could have ' 
played for either England, 
Australia or South Africa 
but married an American 
and became a naturalised 
American citizen in 1991 
and played for ihelJ.S.A. 
instead. Who is the jilayer? 

9 1 have scored 31 

• goals in 81 
internationals for my 
country. I am regarded as a 
legend in my country and 
was declared the country's 
Footballer Of The Year a 
record four times. 1 am now 
a fifty-year-old trainer 
devoting all my energy to 


the nation's World Cup 
quest. Who am 1? 

1 ^ Which coach in 
XU* USA '94 is 
nicknamed 'Terrier',a 


sobriquet which was 
attached to him from his 
playing days? 

1 1 Alex Ferguson 
• calls him. 




This Bundatljoa (Gwnian Uagaa) star is 
raprassnting Swsdta in thte ysar's Wertd Cup. 
Name him. 



B. TlmraaMtimfsoBMnaissfaiMininth^ 

friMlagrai*. Oaa irfBram (in white) has rahtsad te 
play in Bits Warid and dm ethar (in yalkwv) is 
dm mainstay nf Ms tenn. Can yennaiaa dram? 




"Probably ihc most 
talented player I've had at 
Manchester United". He is 
a central midfielder and 
had six surgical operations 
only to come back each 
time and play more 
resolutely than ever. Name 
the player 


1 ^ Which stadium 
« has the most 
seating capacity amongst 
the official venues of USA 
'94? 


There are six 
7ones from 

CO(.0«SPO«t«LYMPIA 



following companies: 

Can on, Fuji Film, 
McDonald's, Coca Cola, 
Gillette, Energizer, OPEL, 
JVC, Philips, Snickers, and 

Mastercard? 

f ^ Who is the only 
J, e goalkeeper to 
captain his team in this 
World Cup? 

M rhis country has 
• the distinction 
of qualifying fur five World 
Cup finals (their sixth is 
U.S.A'94). However, the 16 
games they have played, 
they haven't won^nd this 
is easily the longest 
unsuccessful streak in the 
history of the World Cup 
finals. Name the country, 

I tiave never 
^ * been to my 
(xiuntry since I was a 
toddler but opted to play 
for my native country in 
this Woild Cup instead ol 
the French U-21 team who 
wanted me lor their run-in 
to the European 
Championship. 1 am 22 
years old and 1 am 
presently representing 
Nancy. Who am P 


C. Hfs iMt n^wila 
eqtwIisM’for South 
Koroooonodtiioflio 
hislorie dmw ogoiiiit 
Spoiii.Vinmioiio? 

which teams qualify for the 
final round of the World 
Cup. Four of them are 
Africa, Asia, EvirojK? and 
South America. Name the 
other two zones. 

■I M What is 
X, TC • common to the 


1 O Their style of 
X O • play has been 
dubbed by critics as ‘Kick 
and Rush Football'. They 
qualified for the final 
round of the World Cup 
edging Denmark only by 
goal difference. Can you 
identify the team? 


1 O name is 

A ^ • Velibor. In the 
Sixties,] represented 
clubs like Partisan Belgrade 
of Yugoslavia and Monaco 



nusFroiiehmoRn 
eoocUog Comoreon 
io this yooi's World 
Cup. NMnoliiin. 


of France. Apart from 
fcxitlull 1 am also a tennis 
freak. Who am I? 

JmiKJ • instituted two 
new prizes to be given at 
U.S.A. '94 • One of them is 
a Special Fair Play prize to 
be given to Zambia for their 
exemplary courage and 
shet'r commitment to 
rebuild the depleted side 
after the fatal plane CTa.sh in 
Gabon in April 1993. 

Which is the other prize? 


1. Beer, in the cities that are hosting the 
matches. 

2. AnigoSacchi of Italy. 

3. Robin Williams and Faye Dunaway. 

4. Robert. F. Kennedy Stadium in 
Washingtoh, DC. 

5. Erwin Sanchez (Bolivia). 

6. Zague (Mexico). 

7. Bolivia. 

8. Roy Wegcrle. 

' 9. Paul Von Himst (coach of Belgium). 

10. Berti Vogts. 

11. Paul McGarth (Republic of Ireland). 

12. Pasadena Rose Bowl in California. It has a 
ca{>acity to seat 102,083 speaators. 

13. Concaf and Oceania. 

14. They are all the official sponsors of the 
1994 World Cup. 

15. Andoni Zubizarreta of Spain. 

16. Bulgaria. 

17. Mustapha Hadji (Morocco). 

18. RepubUc of Ireland. 

19. Bora Milutinovic (U.S.A. coach). 

20. A prize for "The Most Entertaining Team 
at the World Cup Finals." 

A. Jan Eriksson 

B. IgorDobrovoIslri (Russia) in white and 
Andre Kana Biyik (Cameroon) in yellow. 

C. Seo Jung Wan. 

D. Henri Michel. 

Compiled bv Pamab Mukberjee 
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Andy 
O'Brien 
provides 
us with 
some 

interesting 
trivia 
from the 
World Cup 



F ootball is a game played by 22 men 
with odd sounding names who chase a 
ball around the field. And you can't blame 
them, because names like Thaiiasis 
Koliisidakis (pronounced Tha-nass-iss 
Cole-n-see-Dak-iss,'.andTheodoros 
Pahatoiiridis (Tay-o-D<M)r-ose 
Pah-hal-tour-ce-dees) might be common¬ 
place in Athens, but they are Greek to most 
supporters, journalists and commentators. No 
wonder the press kit given to the media 
included a complete list of ail the players and 


thepi Miunciationsof their names. 

A look at the bst shows that there arc many 
misconceptions regarding the pronunciation 
of names of high profile players. For instance, 
Argentina's blond haired striker is 
Ka-Knec-gha and not Ka-nigh-gia. Oscar 
Ruggeri's sumame ends in '.Jerry' as in 
jerrycan and not a mi.spronunciation of 
Linekai's Christian name which is Gary. 

Brazil's defender Ricardo Gomes is Goems 
and not the usual (iomez. The Brazilian 
captain cannot pass off as a Bengalee because 
his teammates call him 'Rye-ee' and not Rai. 
The man who dtH*s the wriggle with the 
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comer flag is not Roger as in Moore and Milla 
as in the Hindi of 'get', but Roe-jay Mee-yah. 
The Colombian forward who jilays for Parma 
and loves Salsa music might have two I's in his 
surname but is Ass-pre-ya. 

And if you still called that small beetle car 
from Germany the 'Volkswagon' then please 
stand corrected, that the German manager is 
Beni 'Pokes' and not Vogts (Whats). 

The man who scored the first goal in this 
World Cup is Your-gen-Klinsmahn, spoken as 
one unit with no emphasis either in front oral 
the end of the name. German midfielder 
Matthaeus Satnmer is actually pronounced 
Mat-lee-us Za turner. 

If you have ever wondered who has taken 
over Zc-nga’s place in the Kalian goal, it is 
Ciianiiica Pagliiua ( lohn-Uika Pal-ycw-ka) 
and did you know that ihe Riiddhisi wiili the 
ponytail is 'Bahjoe' and iio< 'gio' and if you arc 
tioi latniliar with Scandinavian i.amcs, ilicii 
Swil/erlandS star player is Steff fan 
I’.dha pivee-/ai and Norway iclies on Jan Age 
Florioft (Yabn Agi Pec-yeai mil) 

Oh, and by the way just to clarify there are 
three filayers with similar sounding natiies 
There is Zagiie (Zagec), another Mexican who 
was born in Brazil, Hadji (Had-gee) of 
Morocco and ol course Rotnaiua' maestro 
Gheorghc Hagi (Gcoigie Hahgee). 

But then as they say; what's in a name 


FLICKER OF HOPE FOR ENGUND 


h i AVING been eliminated frotri the real 
1 thing, Pngland's Iasi chance of World 
Cup glory this sttmtner now fiirtges on one 
Darren Clark. The 22-year-old will represent 
lingland'sintt'rest in the World Subbuleo 
table football finals in America 
There was great concern when Clark 
recently split the nail cm his right index finger, 
which he uses to flick his plastic jdayeis. Clark 
who sustained this 'injury' while moving 
boxes in a full-time job as a warehouse 
supervisor, has patched up the vital finger nail 
using glue and repeated coats of nail ha.'-dner. 
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hawa many buyon and moat 
of tbain are now boing sold 
diitcbaap 


■ 


in propariiiion agaiiisi ganu"i, agamsi 
opponents Ironi 25 other countries in Chicago. 

Tm proud that England are going to the 
World Cup after all. It is a bit of fun but people 
take it very seriously while competing, "he 
says. So seriously that stricter federation rules 
are being enloiced this year which provide for 
the miniature figures to be sent off for 
lepeaied fouling. Players have also been told 
that oiganiseisarc considering a ban on the 
use of furniture polish on the base of the 
plasnc ligiires, which gives better control in 
gliding over the green bai/e pitch 

Now you know why Americans think 
football Ians overdo their love fur the game. 


GUINNESS AND IRtSH SPIRIT 


T here were no Irish eyes smiling in Irish 
dominated Boston, when the draw lor the 
World Cup in December last year decided that 
the < iiy would not play host to Ireland. 

Disappouument in America's most Irish 
city was so great that The Boston Globe 
lamented that; 'John Summers who owns 
two of the city's Irish pubs looked as though 
all the Guinness in the world had gone sour.' 
Nearly a quarter of the population in what is 
called, 'New England' lay claim to their Irish 
heritage Pub owners across Boston were 
counting on a financial windfall from the 
influx of celebrating Irish fans. That income 
now fills the coffers of New York's pubs. 

But New York has proved to be a great 
substitute venue to the Irish, for the Big Apple 
has its share of Irish Americans too. And boy, 
do they take over the city bars after a game. 
New York hosts the world's largest Saint 
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Patrick's Day parade in the world and it is 
almost as if this summer they have been 
reiteating the parade every few days. The 
Italy-Ireland game—t he battle of two of New 
York’s most populous ethnic groups—was 
the most in demand even in the first round 
with $40 tickets reaching an astonishing 
$ 1,500 on the day of the game. 

New York's Dai7y News declared; 'Italy 
versus Ireland; it's talking about money, it 
was also between the prices and paujtcrs. The 
Italians are on a staggering 
£2,500-a-man-win for outright victory in the 
competition. The top Irish stars will make a 
maximum £75,000 to beat the world. 



BOOTI'-FULBABY 


L F.A VK it to the Americans to come up with 
innovations to increase the spectator 
appeal of a sport. While FIFA and ihe US 
Soccer Federation aim lo create a professional 
league by the end of this year, thanks mainly 
to the impetus tfiey hope to salvage from 
painting the field red, blue and yellow; 
breaking the game into three jieriods instead 
of two halves and having piayiTS wear 
skin-tight body stockings, instead of shirts and 
shorts. 

This new-look to a sport steeped in tradition 
will come in a pro league starting next year in 
12 American cities. 

According to Jtm I’aglia, president t.'f 
F.ntertainmctii Destination I riierpriscs, the 
changes are necessary tiecausc the majority of 
Americans are not even aware tfiat the World 
Cup is being played here. 

"We have come to the conclusion that 
soccer as it is now, dcR’s not offer some ol the 
basic characteristics that Americans seek," he 
says. "But the object is not lo alter soccer, it's 
to make the game more spectator friendly." 

If that’s the case then why not have a World 
Cup for women where all the players have lo 
wear skimpy two-piece bikinis and play. 


PEOAUINGTHECUP 


G ermany might be known for the 

ultimate fast lane, the autobahn, but one 
German fan visiting America, or the World 
Cup is content to take it nice and easy. Alfred 
Schoning, 57, an investment bankeer from 


ANO^^^ENQUiRED 
“ARE YOU THE REAL THING?” 



AND WE SAID 
“ALWAYS!” 

For its return to Indio, GxxfCoio put a lot of effort into every 
minute detail. From simultaneous distribution to hundreds of 
outlets, to the colour of trucks transporting the crates of Coke. 
For their ice boxes, they depended on us to create a unique 
design, which vi« glodly accepted. And we enjoyed the 
chidlenge. 

Welcome bock. Coke. 
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Lubcck, is travelling between Cup venues on 
a bicycle festooned with German and 
American flags on the handlebars. He's a sort 
of two-wheelcd moving advertisement for 
World Cup mania and cross-cultural goodwill. 

Despite being kicked off inter-state 
higliways by police he says that the local 
people have been 'very kind and helpful'. One 
man in a pick-up truck drove Schoning 30 
miles for a repair; a woman watching him 
struggle up a steep hill in Pennsylvania 
offered him iced tea. Eight years ago, he had 
taken his bicycle for his first World Cuf) on 
wheels. Four years later he pedalled from 
Lubeck to Milan in Italy for the 1990 World 
Cup. 

For this year's event, he started in New York 
on .June 11 with hopes of reaching Chicago for 
the opening game. But a wrong turn and a flat 
tyre forced him to bus it from Cleveland to 
make it in time for the game. After that he hit 
the road again crossing the length of Illinois 
before hopping a bus lor Dallas where the 
Germans played Bolivia. 

Why docs he do it? 'It's simple, peaceful.' 
Especially if yon avoid inter-state. 


SPANISH DRUMMER BOY 


T alking about men m doggy suits and 
desperate fans cycling around, meet 
Spain's drummer boy. If Mickey Mmise were 
a human being—and an absolute soccei 
nut—his name might be Manolo ri Del. And 
that big drum that Mickey sometimes bangs, 
would be 'bombo.' But Manolo is a whole 
lot bigger in Spain, his native land And 
nobody, not even a tartoon characier has so 
much energy, especially at a soccer game. 
Manolo is the unofficial drum major of tfie 
Sp.inish national soccer team. He and his 
beloved 'bombo' attend every major match, 
including every World Cup game the Spanish 
team has played in the last twenty years 
This wandering has cost him his job, a wife, 
and a normal life but if you witness his act you 
might just understand. This man adores 
soccer and he in return is adored. 'He's no 

movie star, no politician, 
but he is so famous,' 
says one Spanish fan, 
shouting to be heard 
over 'Bombo's' thunder. 
' We love him because 




he is a normal person and he brings the whole 
country together atound a soccer team. 

Spanish fans travelling with their team 
have an entire brass band, and leading them 
all, is the sweaty,grinning Manolo. 

Here is Manolo, standing in the near aisle, 
banging 'Bombo' in triplets and chanting 
'F.siiana'. There was Manolo standing on a 
seal, hands above his head leading the crowd 
in a rhythmic clap. And there is Manolo in the 
far aisle locking the hot dog seller as he led 
another cheer; 'score a goal'. 

Then Manolo runs down the steps to the 
first row of seats, dramatically spins around 
and throws his hat like a bull fighter. That 
brings an even louder cheer. 

Manolo, who grew up playing soccer on the 
streets with gypsies, runs a tavern in Valencia, 
but it is often closed because he is away at 
games. And he was married once but soccer 
ended that. As he explains, he prefers the love 
of tlie people. And do they love him? Most 
certainly. At halftime, Manolo is mobbed by his 
compatriots. They pose with him for piaures 
and ask him for his autograph. Women kiss 
him on both cheeks. Boy he surely is the leader 
of the gang. 


Manolo El Del (playing the 
dram): leader al the 
Spanish brass band during 
World Cup games 





LENDING A HAND' 


T here was a report In the newspapers here 
the other day which said that 'American 
interest in the World Cup is underwhelming. 
Official souvenir products are selling like cold 
cakes and apparently at Los Angeles airport 
items are already bein^ sold at half price much 
before the Final is played there. 

Elsewhere the California lottery has 
organised a competition based on the World 
Cup, in which punters win if they rub out on a 
card the name of a winning team. The 
competition has been given a rather 
unfortunate catch phrase; 'score a goal with 
your hands.' Rumour has it that Diego 
Maradona was on the ideas committee which 
came out with the contest. 


ROTHENBEB&THE&OSS 


XT OBODY in the World Cup is covering Ihe 
IN entire field like the World Cup CEO Alan 
Roihenberg. The World Cup USA boss took 
flight with a game-a-day plan .Starling Irom 
Chicago on June 17, he has been to a game a 
day—and doesn't plan to stop till Los Angeles 
on Inly 17. His schedule reads something like 
this; Friday; Soldier Field, Chicago; Saturday, 
Gianis Stadium, New Jersey; Sunday in 
Washington DC; Monday, Stanford, 
California; Tuesday in Foxboro, Mass; the 
next day at the Rose Bowl in Pasadena. 

Just before the tournament he made a 
'whirlwind whistle-stop tour' of all the nine 
venues in about a week. 'We couldn't be 
more pleased with what's being going on, 
on-and-off the field. The si/e and 
enthusiasm of the crowds has been 
outstanding and the general ambience has 
been everything we had hoped for and more." 

At each of the venues, Roihenberg has held 
news conferences, facing questions from the 
world media. 

"I think that the world, and many critics 
have vastly underestimated how much 
interest there is in the United States for the 
sport of soccer, and in particular, obviously for 
the World Cup of soccer," he said. 

"Our response from the US public, from the 
first chance they had to buy tickets, has been 
fantastic," he said while announcing that on 
an average, each game has witnessed a 96 per 
cent attendance at the stadiums. 



ANDM9ASKED, 

“IS IT THE CHOICE OF THE 
NEW GENERATION?” 



WE SAID “UH - HUH, 
YEHI HAI RIGHT 
CHOICE BABY!” 

Insulated with PUF, light, smart-looking, attractive colours, 
unbreakable, rust-proof, leak-proof, neatly stackable, Patton 
Insulated Containers have been the choice not only of Pepsi, but 
have also been custom-made for ThumsUp, Kwolily, Vadilal, 
Sugam Dairy, Godre| Agrovet, Aeroflot, Sandoz and Dabur 
So, if you are going to choose, make the right choice. Baby ! 
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Nigeria's RASHIDI YEKINl the 6'3" bulldozing 
striker,stunned a worldwide audience with 
his ball skills and goal-scoring ability, thus 
underlining the critic's claims 
that he is African football's brightest star 


BYANDYO'BIRIEN, NEWYORK 


T ell any die-hard American 
basketball fan about a big 
Nigerian guy who can play 
and they will tell you about 
one Hakeem Olajuwon (pronounced 
aa-lie jowan). The seven-fool 
Nigerian is the hottest property in the 
NBA today, leading the Houston 
Rockets to the NBA title last month 
and bagging the pretigious MVP (Most 
Valuable Player Award). 

But there's another big Nigerian 
guy who IS making news too. He's a 
soccer player and his name is Rashidi 
Yekim. Big by soccer standards, the 
sinker, known as 'The Hulk' lor his 
bulldo7ing style, is on the way to 
becoming Roger Milla's heir apparent 
and Alrica's World Caip star. Yckini's 
31 goals in 30 appeiances, including 
the opening goal in the Super Eagle's 
USA campaign, indicate that he could 
emulate the legendary Eusebio, to 

become only the 
second Alricaii - 
born player to be 
top goal scorer 
in a World 
Cup. Yckini's 




exploits in a ten year international 
career, at 30 proves 
he’s no spring chicken,and includes 
being top scorer in the African 
Nations' Cup earlier this year; the 
1993 African Player Of The Year; 
highest scorer in the African zone 
World Cup qualifying tournament 
with eight goals; which accounted for 
almost half of his team's 17 goals; best 
player and winner of the Golden Boot 
award at the 1992 African Nations 
Cup. In addition, he has been the 
highest scorer at club level in three 
countries, Nigeria, Ivory Coast and 
most recently, Portugal where he has 
played for Vitoria Sutiibal for the last 
three seasons. 

Last season, the fast and 
powerful Yekini's goals helped his 
Portuguese club win a promotion to 
the first division. He has been 
undaunted by the tougher defences 

A ciy of joy and raliof: Rashidi Yakini 
clulchas tha not and Iota out a 
blood-eurdlinBcry.aabo acorn the 
firct goal for Nigario in Iho World 
Cup. In the and, Nigeria dofeatad 
Bulgaria. 3-0, to amarge as one of tha 
moat exciting aidn from Africa 
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photographs associated PBtbS 


he has faced this season, scoring 16 
goals for the club. 

“Players like Yekini don't grow on 
trees," says Nigeria's coach Clemens 
Westerhof. "He's one of a kind, has 
amazing goal instincts and is a big man 
in every way." 

Bom in Kaduna in Oaober 1964, he 
is also nicknamed the'Kaduna 
bull'/ Yekini says his passion for 
fcx)tball began as a young child, when 
' he would bide his time kicking 
oranges around the streets. He left 
school at 14 to work in a car painting 
factory after the death of his father. 
After serving what can now be called 
an apprenticeship with Nigerian 
clubs, he was taken in 1984 to the 



"Nodiiiig gives me more 
pleasero than scoriiiv fmr 
nw country. I’ve even bei 
tim wifli my chriiliiMattse 
of my tesire lo nley far 
Nioena"-Rm(i^^ni 


African Nations Cup. It wasn't a good 
tournament for him and many critics 
wrote him off. But there were many 
who continued to maintain that 
Yekini would blossom into Nigeria's 
most lethal striker ever. And they 
have been proved right. 

"Nothing gives me more pleasure 
than scoring for my country. I've even 
had tiffs with my club because of my 
desire to play for Nigeria," says the 
man who is described as being modest 
and a religious individual. 

Yekini was the target man in 
Nigeria's unsuccessful bid to qualify 
for the 1986 World Cup. He was left 
out when Nigeria had another shot at 
qualifying in 1990. And as soon as the 
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race for USA ‘94 began Yekini 
promised to score the goals that 
Nigeria required. That was precisely 
what he did. Today, if Nigeria is seen 
as the dark horse of the World Cup 
then much of that is due to Yekini's 
goal-scoring prowess. He scored the 
first goal in the opening game 3-0 win 
against Bulgaria and then assisted in 
the second. He also had a hand in the 
only goal Nigeria scored against 
former champions Argentina to 
whom they lost 1 -2 in a match of the 
highest quality. 

Yekini, who likes dancing to rap, 
funk, reggae and soul music is a big hit 
in the USA both due to his skills on the 
field and because of his similarity with 
basketball star Olajuwon, newspapers 
carried photogtaphs side by side of 
Olajuwon dunking the ball into the 
net during the NBA finals and Yekini 
kissing the net after scoring his first 

World Cup goal. 

The Houston 
Rockets' star, 
who was a former 
Nigeria junior 
gtwl-keeper, is 




"Whefimrar I gtt onto the 
fieM, 1 pray to God and ask 
Hiintolial|iniascora. 
though soroatimas God and 
luck ara not on my 
sid8"-RasbidiYakini 


a fan of Yekini's. In the midst of 
celebrating the NBA win, Olajuwon 
found time to fly down for Nigeria's 
match against Argentina. 
Comparisons have been made of the 
two Nigerians' personal lives. Yekini 
recalls his arrival in Portugal with 
bitterness. "I left the woman 1 loved in 
Nigeria and she ended up with 
someone else. I was disgustedl" he 


The 'Kaduna Bull' waavea past 
dafenden on his way to tba goal 

said. But Yekini plans to marry his 
Nigerian fiancee this year, a decision 
which will please his mother. "She 
wants me to marry," he says with a 
smile. 

In the meantime, Yekini's 
marksmanship is being tested at the 
highest level. As one Nigerian radio 
commentator puts it "Football is 
about scoring goals and Yekini scores 
goals." There are already rumours 
that he is being wooed by Portugal's 
big clubs, Benfica and Sporting 
Lisbon. But when asked about a 
possible switch he says," I'm ready to 
receive what God gives me." He also 
says that he starts every game with a 
prayei)"Wherever I get into the field I 
pray to God and ask Him to help me 
score, though sometimes God and 
luck are not on my side.' 

One thing's for sure, if Yekini keeps 
finding the target and bulldozing his 
way in the penalty box, we can well 
assume that many defenders will be 
saying their prayers too. • 
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M aradona became the 
imly footballer in the 
world to captain his country, 
Argentina in three 
consecutivcWorldCup finals 
— 1986, 1990 and 1994. 

A fter 2.■sth June i986, 
Argentine super star, 
Diego Maradona scored his 
8th goal in the World Cup 
finals against Greece at the 
fVtxboro Stadium, Boston on 
2lM.Iui\e, 1994 — the goal 
came after a gap of eight years. 


T he first same-side goal in 
USA '94 came in the 
match between USA and 
Colombia on 22.6.94 at Los 
Angeles. 


AMIYAlARAhUAR 



T he first peira!! V 

scored was hv Bra/ifian 
captain Kai against Russia (m 
20.6.1994 in San Fnancisco. 


^pHE first goal scored in the 
1 1994 World Cup was by 

Germany's Juergen 
Klinsmann against Bolivia at 
Chicago on 17.6.94. 

T N the first week of USA '94, 
141 goals were scored in 17 
matches frt»m 17.6.1994 to 
23.6.1994 ,is compared to 34 
goals scored in 16 matches in 
Italian 1990. 


■^IRST hat trick in the 
tournament was by 
Gabriel Batistuta (Argentina) 
against Greece at Foxboro 
Stadium, Boston on 21.6.94. 

R OMANIAN forward. Ion 
Vladoiu was sent off on 
22.6.94 against Switzerland 
and FIFA's disciplinary 
committee banned him for 
three matches. 


COMPILED BY HARIPRASAD CriAHOPADHYAY 
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Twenty-four refH^ and 22 
linesmen were Uan^icked to 
implement PJFAy new strategy to 
liven up the game. How 
far has this strategy clicked ? 


ANDY O'BRIEN, NEW YORK 


Y OU may hivejtioticed that 
before eveiy i^tch at tbfs 
World Cujj, six Children hold 
a yellow flag that read^' 
'HFA. Fair play.' While the two team's 
national anthem echoes through the 
stadium, they proceed to the sidelines 
hoping that the 23 adults who ran on 
to the field had taken a glance at the 
banner. 

It is said that there may be no sport 
as simple as soccer. It can at 
times—and especially in America—be 
boiled down to, 'run up and down a 
field and try to kick a ball into a net.' 

In fact, there arc only 14 rules 
governing the running and kicking 
and they have remained in place since 
the English codified them in the 
mid-nineteenth century. The only 
0 ^ significant 

, changes in 

' game have been 

the way they are 





interpreted. In many ways, soccer 
resembles the Catholic Church and 
FIFA the Papacy. Both are 
conservative to the extent of being 
unmovedeven by the huge strides of 
progress that society has made. 

Pele,a great supporter of changing 
scKcer so that it becomes more 
attractive says," Every sport changes 
with the times. But in soccer it takes a 
hundred years to change one thing. It 
is absolutely incredible." 

But with the game's administrators 
having embarked on their greatest 
mission, trying to convert 
America—the soccer heathens of the 




Hm Bntndearri hi USA'94 was slappMltni. 
Botha’s Mares Etchaveny (insat) agahwi 
BafiMUif 


world—by dazzling them with fhe 
rites of the World Cup, the spott 
realised that it also needed to 
re-examine the tene ts of its faith. It 
>|Ould not be wrong to say that this 
World Cup has seen something ola ' 
soccer refehrmation. If that is even . 
partially tme/then the Martin Lutheir 
of thb ihovetnent is Joseph Blatter, 
the Geheral Secretary of FIFA. 

.For a variety of reasons, including 
theiOCTeiislngpressure of not to4o^ d; 
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match atidliie^icosthpanymg 
flnanciai;^^tt^«l9iO%r had been 
strangled dominance 

of a defensive Blind-Set and the 
physical bcotdlity it naturally 
encouraged. 

All tldsfeiJ^li^iha scenario where ,. 
talentedi^^ientpOtdd.not express 
themseiyi^lb^^s^tittey were always 
hacked!4iifii^"^ turn meant 
less goals beiag scojred. Of course, the 
game wasfar&emi&owning, but it was 
clear tlwf H w^tgas^g for air at the . 
last WoddCi^inltaly four years ago. 
Italia ’^pgehmatied dozens of negative - 
statisticsiand negati^^ccer's claims . 


u 




'1t is like a warning, like 
the Sword cd Damocles 
over a player's head.. 
There is less aggression 
on tackles now. You can 
see it You can feel it 
The players know what 
awaits them"—Joseph 
Blatter, FIFA General 
Secretary 




' of being a sport of constant iBoticih..;. 
soccer was shooting it$eif la the foot 
. ^itwas said that <die'iii^thr|ithne 
being played ahdbfiS^ated^ 
would struggleib'^s^cdnltye 

^ ut with the Woirld Dtp comidg to 

S USA,many FIFA, ' 

cials-*spedaliy S«a?<toy 
! Jtej^ph Blatter reall»d;|tai iWlAve 
tattles and the 
. be the death 

ihe long run, and it^ybuid Jbe^ with 
ddS World Cup. \ ' 

^It is up to FIFA ttttswiftdUdotball, 
to stand back and tw tte cheats 







ftm this game," the-gener^d sinricfeary. 
diief executive and thepossibi^ 
future president of the sport's ivorid 
govering body said. "WehaW very 
little direct influence on the way the 
game is played or coached around the 
world. But FIFA does conuol arbiters 
and we must make sure theytesl^ 
that it is still a game"^ , V 

But there was a 
'•We referees have been'pi^y 
tf^onsible for the detadehee and 
' deieriorationof the game," admitted 
]|Paplo Casarin, an itahan who refeteed 
d® international matchesttefore 
';.;.xie^ring. 

, “All that wasOK. ^twihiowould 
,’.4'!save'the game. 

> jSlattermade Casarln his chief 
consultant on refereeing matters and 
,? ■ ihe Italian has now become the 
jMh^iitect of FIFA's cracJtdowh. 

’ t • ij^ppalled, as many were, ^.thc 
cynicism of the 199ClWdrU Cup, 
Casarin spent two years ahaiys^g the 
trj^s and abuses by vt^ch;^yers 
' coiirispired to dupe the t^isepi ahd to 
l^strale the opposidointtldpiid^. 

His conclusions wett that the 
cheats had managed to squeeze the 
playing area by half, cut the playing 
lime to 56 minutes in every 90,, and 
give goalkeepers almost 20 per cent of 
those 56 minutes which 
resulted in only 2.21 gipals being . 
Stored per game. 

Blatter had accepted that shecer as a 
game is judged from World to 
World Cup and in less than a \ 

four-year cycle got FIBAtd try and 

Bothria'iJiian 
Pam (Ml) grabs 
Bwahiitof 
Sgaln't Julia 
SaHmaasthay 
•abaadtokaad 
larftMball 


reverse wogaryterranpigipe aeciimng 
into anard^i,^ J^;Wgs to make 
this WorldjCr^^m^iw tnore 
entertaini^iltii:e<bf<a-sports do. 

The desire^actdinplfsli that, ran 
smack baitglntothe ihovcs that the 
organiserstifaheWoiid Cup made to 
gel FIFA idbb^ardisethegame so as to 
make it mote entertaining to the 
unsophisticaicd crowds. Suggestions 
included widening the goals, dividing 
the game hno four halves with rolling 
substitutions, ItickrSns mther than 
throw-ins,and curtailing the defensive 
wall during freekJdts. . 

f he solution seemed to be a few 
changes and adjustments together 
with the ptepi^g.icd!teferees who 
could implehtent^^;<^angcs in the 
best pos.sibie way. AUdl^i is precisely 
the cxpcriuwiitt,l|tM^tia'e witnessing 
in this Woldd-Cupi;;;., 
TwentyfdU!fteiib^,,ftn^ 22 
linesmen werehandj^kfid to 
implcmcnl Fff A’^teewstrategy to 
liven up the game. Spec^lisation has 
been implemeiited With no 
exchanging of whistle for flag, the two 
jobs remaining separate. Importance 
has been given-to^ijC l^and fitness of 
the referees. The maximum age has 
been lowered front 50 to 45 and the 
average a0al thisWO^ldCup is 39.9. 
Though iheyaresidll holding jobs 
varying frtun schddl headmasters to 
customs officials, each of the referees 
is capable of running 2.7 km in 12 
minutes and are being paid■$ 100 a 
match, plus expenses for their trouble. 
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rldCufts, the 


St good soccer 


theopenint^j 
e round-robin 
teams to play 
fully well that ifece ; 
desyrpldd.;!^^ through to^g'.' 
^bhd rjwipli^y changing the' 
rewardlora'ii^-round win, FIPA , 
^msfehiygiMicouraged a littlc,ji^ 
ta}ciBg;%ui:4¥^!man coach Berti Vogts 
thinfcsliMUthSilsn't thecase. "No 
coach wifi go oibt and play extra 
offensively because y»)u can alsoiose ' 
three points," he says. 

Many believe the most significatS.' 
change BJPAlias implemented v ''" ■ 
involves dteWk-pass to the ; s: . • , 
goalkeeper, a manoeuvre which sybs 
being increashtgly resorted to, to , 
relieve offensive pressure and tpufiow 
the goalie to waste time. Many Of tbe 
backpassK have been eliminatedl^, 
the dedslon tomake the keepergday 
them, only ndth his feet. 

Yet eyenfhhhas come in for ‘ ' 
Giitictott from coaches who say that ft 
kifis.the chance for a team to bufidfU 
attack .front iheback. 

By brthemost controversial nde 
hasheen thehbw rule that any idgyik 
who tackles from behind must te . 
penalised either by a yellow car^ojf.-,,':. 
sent 0 U led card, the 

whkhcnutd hit the 200 mark 
tfntetfd^bpiiiuiment isover. > 

pt^d»saij|ynddall our World Ciftf: ; 

tefctete^ttety player who tatl^; • 
A^bpldnid^st see a card," s^^‘^: 
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hcsitate$>iSU)ln»ittetiK will bt* dean 


with sewg^il idicdJaU our referees 


'arc You>a»tt^tli>««ty out this 
instruct^.^ lie ifiK doubtful then I 


Hie 

loathe^H^i«l!Oi^;ji^^^ strikers the 
advant^ tli«sa^j^^ way to more 

goals ahiljliCWiKil)^ Even 

Germad't^lipt^ iMbar Matthaus has 
come oui4^ibiMiMVf0ie rule. 
'Obvioi^;!iltil^M W inore open 
play", ofldibsliie'^Q^ captain. 

'Now a play without 

the feaf^|liii$j^d|^M^ kicked In the 
shins. 1 twenty years 



Uystt^il^ 





r drive their 


to sit and 


mem OB 


tislaceaw 


aoiodesover 


Blatter about 


play-'-Tlieieis^' 
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<d^|[^|^li^^ina's iirsi-round.iBaBme 
jaigiifaiECfi^peda. The Nigerians were 
id^peitt^ifofor 28 of the 3) foidskt 
4W tti«aktv*Post of those on .. 


«l^!i|(jhoitt. Which brinsts us to^ 

wf Whether the tinycanlMSiW' 


^^it. The players 


JnpHE rule whereb^«Piiii!ijr,bei^ 

' JL^e second roudlly^#<k8ilt 
<dti|e, if he hasa Yel^!S|ji«Hidi^ 

«iMRid, has hs plus 

ensure that tea»i^-jt^‘t'tiiiiln4i(>n 
patay of their playeiMmtlHt iider . 
tOBnds of the cnmpdltiAir,M the 
Final against 

iAsgtentina played wt&dtalniilrfir^ 
flfwen players becauW«f ' . 
wiqftensions, robbirigthetieimaand the 
iUJe dash of a lot of charm. 

' ' jft is to prevent sudk «|cciqi^^ 
dial the original yeBi^:£|^. . 
av^^nsion rule ha$hM^ 

there is a danger,#||ltph4^ 
pi^t deliberately fr^ltaipwing 

Phik goiitg into the 
aii^ will be wiped . / 

Other opposltion't0^^h«^.! 
n^g on tackling lrbii[i^ip|dM'hd$ 
^^come in from 
ikflie V<%t$ arid 
‘rfi^en is a tackle 
w^le from bchind,f^iiU^^/^iit^. 
/^S^eone may try «o]|iaGll|i^p)Mi^e 
be beaten for 
dCcideniaHy foul a 
-»BJs unfair in thisdi^^ " V- ' 
..jPiatiton, whohal^M^t&^Wreof 
P^kmsvdtblTFAiiAtei^tljte ' 
tptmiament, agrees;<p^^fpg^ *t 
'pliyed an my life andlf^Mt'^kpqW 
wtet a tackle from 

iltHv do you deteitii^wl|ld|SMV jhLs a 
.ASitile from the bad^^' 
:iilieplayersare alwr^'^^iilttliANi 
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sunning. Ilwre arc of 

i^les from behtndi-We wetfsoftsold 
wfdch one^ we willlK.peiii&lSred ( 0 r.'‘ 
"Take the attitude ofFIEA that-if 
you are in doubt about the ofi^iitclie. 
then give the benefit to the attackhig 
side." Continues Chadton."The rales 
say that if you are oAside you am 
offside. Once you giveTefelteesaiB this 
ItimUrf latitude, instedK| trf the 
decision being hard andfasyou ate 
asking them to make not a’dedsion 
but a choice. It's taken orauuries to 
make the rules of footbeii sendble, so 
ffut everybody uiuler^nds them, 
but now they are making them as 
vague as ever. FootbaS Is run by 
peo];>ie who hadn't got a due atout 

j0^ players or teams." 

wonder 

\ Charlton 

wasn't in the 
good books of 
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On 20th July. 1994 

NCE every four years, the world gathers at a designated country and fights for 
global supremacy, contesting just one single sport. 

Football or soccer as it is currently called in the 


tl- 


\Yu»] 


USA is the most popular sport in the 
^ world. 

■ It is a sport which brings out the 
most dormant passions in a human being. 

It is a sport which brings out the 
individual in us, while at the same time, 
always remind ing us that it is a team game. 
Football is special and brings light into our lives. 









.■y4^A»..lS^ltisL^anlshed to the sliiitifc;; 

' nicestplayed Norway 
<xtK!lallhtct-iround game. ' '• ^5 
; far,, tbeoffidal interpreMfi^'Ut- 
^tes^ntment has been thataity^^^^.^^^ 

, taiciiile hombehind—as oppo^edl^a' 

: aKdii^ tadcte from the side oraalidlli^ 
taekle which is aimed at the hallih^' ' 
hot thh player—with little intenlji^of: 
playing ^e ball, is a foul that dewrvhs 
Bhtid, though there is a danjjpdowxt' 
mf on play-ading and feigning injury in 1 
attemptslo win free kicks, there aie 
hillbehig ivsorted to. But, therefei^' 
,^ye done a good job keeping cottdxa’"] 
and managers away from treating 
players on the pitch and ensuring tiiat 
the player is stretchered off—or In die 
case of the Rose Bowl, carted 
off—alin<»t Immediately. 

Yet ah'said and done, the new 
reguiaUonshavc obviously placeddte 
tefeteesoflhis World Cup ontsfalas 


;'viibch as the playerjL]j;iPii||^||^^ 
their own rcfer ^ ^l t^ ij^A 


h^rt if any of themii(iqrii^ 
iitoructions or if thci^h^fereil^ng^Wt 
re^lute. There are 
o|f them watched tt«e,t»i»jth$t||g . 
fiWtcbes of the 

ebmfort of their hoal^^t^bMaibi^y 
^n't do their Job ■ / 

You could say thtd^ikh^ ina^^ 
die best players in the weriitgtie ' 
red—and plenty of j^BQ«ir~-4he 
whistle blowers areaish taidngt^r 
sMre of the heat. Hk^areas miadtt on 
trial as the players. - 
But the bottom line hfriiatlfthtit, 
tneansa better andliKiye 
emertaining WoridC^, wtHi-imrie 
goals—as it has beeti40iae^»dKnf^ 
Jflminy Cridcet woul^fiiyp ‘gvehh 
'littlewhistle.' • ;'V,v.t' 
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Which is exactly why we'regiving you this 
extra special sponsored issue. It is an issue which 
will be one of a kind in more wap than one. 

In it, we're giving you a variety of features: 
projilcs of those players who have made it, critical 
analysis ofjaneied teams who haven t, exclusive 
pictures from USA '94 and various other 
eye-catching contents, including (overage of the semi-fin ah and the Final. 

As a bonus, we hit the stands immediately after the World Cup Final. 
This special issue is sponsored by Philips. 
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RISING SON! 


Russia's OLEG SALENKO stunned the world with a five-goal 
personal blitz of Cameroon in a group match 



Modest 

unassuming, 

and 

seH-effacing, 
Salenko has 
none of the 
tantrums or 
inflated ego of 
a Romario or 
Bebeto or 
Baggio or 
Klinsmann. 
Lightning 
speed is his 
forte. He 
excels in 
running into 
open spaces, 
latching on to 
passes, and 
surging 
goalwards 



BY NOW KAPADIA, SAN FRANCISCO 


T he fascination of the World Cup is 
the unexpected emergence of new 
stars. They emergelike flashing 
meteors which brighten the 
firmament. In 1982, it was Paolo Rossi and 
Pierre Littbarski of West Germany, in 1986, 
England’s Gary Lineker and in 1990, wide 
eyed Toto' Schillaci who finished topjscorer 
with six goals. The rising sun of World Cup 
USA '94 is the dashing 24-ycar-old Russian 
striker Oleg Salenko. He has shattered goal- 


HIGHEST SCORER IN A 
MATCH 

RVE GOALS: Oleg Salenko (Russia) v 
Cameroon, 1994 

FOtffl GOALS: Gustav Wettersturm 

(Sweden) v Cuba, 1938. • 
Leonidas Da Silva (Brazil) 

V Poland, 1938. 

Ernest Williamowski 
(Poland) V Brazil, 1938. 
Juan Schiaffino 
(Uruguay) V Bolivia, 1950. 
Sandor Kocsis (Hungary) 

V West Germany, 1954. 
Just Fontaine (France) v 
West Germany, 1958. 
Eusebio (Portugal) v 
North Korea, 1966. 

Emilio Butragueno 
(Spain) V Denmark, 1986. 


scoring records with the same panache and 
ease with which Brian Lara breaks batting 
records. 

The 168 lbs, 5ft. lOin. striker, Salenko 
salvaged Russia's pride in the World Cup. He 
broke the World Cup record of four goals, held 
by six players and last achieved by Spain’s 
Emilo Butragueno on June 18, 1986 against 
Denmark. Salenko became the tournament's 
top-scorer with six goals in two matches. 
Mario Kempes in 1978. Rossi in 1982, Lineker 
in 1986 and Schillaci in 1990 had all finished 
topscorers in the World Cup with six goals but 
in seven matches. (See box). Only Lineker 
achieved the tally in five matches. 

But Salenko, the unknown from Ukraine, 
who opted for Russia has outscored all the 
great goal scorers of this generation. His 
goalscoring feat was on a poignant day for 
football, in the same match Cameroon's 
Roger Milla at 42 years became the oldest 
player to score a goal in the World Cup. The 
75,000 spectators at the Stanford stadium, 
Palo Alto recognised the irony of the occasion, 
the tale of two strikers, the eclipse of Milla and 
the rise of Salenko. A flurry of agents 
scampered to sign the latest Golden Boot of 
football. It was rumoured that Real Madrid 
were offering him a contraa. Fiat magnate, 
Agnelli who owns Juventus also expressed 
interest in Salenko. There are also offers from 
England's Manchester United, Germany's 
Bayern Munich and Paris St. Germain. 

The modest Salenko with a fluff of hair on 
his chin is now hounded by the media, like a 
superstar. He has not yet acquired the 
mannerisms of a prima donna and dedicated 
his epic scoring feats to "my team-mates." He 
flatly denies being a star and instead in a 
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down-to-earth manner replies, "To be a super 
star you have to win and score regularly." He 
expressed happiness that,"The Russian 
people had seen how well he could play on TV 
and which would compensate for the 
lacklustre show against Brazil and Sweden." 
Modest, unassuming and selteffacing, 

Salenko has none of the tantrums or inflated 
ego of a Romario or Bebeto or Baggio or 
Klinsmann. Lightning speed is his forte. He 
excels in running into open spaces, latching 
onto passes and surging goalwards. But what 
made Salenko who had not scored a hat-trick 
since 1990 click? 

Coach Pavel Sadyrin says, "His character is 
his asset. He thrives on adversity. Also, he has 





the temperament to grab an opportunity. His 
best quality is an icy calm mind in front of the 
goal, no flurry but just the right shot to find 
the net. He has the pace to unsettle any 
defence and the predatory instincts of a 
goal-scorer. Salenko is a glutton for hard work 
and his diligence has paid off, enabling him to 
shine in the World Cup." 

Cameroon's coach Henri Michel who felt 
his team were "like lambs to a slaughter" also 
praised Salenko's speed and goal-scoring 
knack. "He is a brave.'bold player who plays in 
a very sporting manner. Unlike Klinsmann, 
he does not tumble at the slightest knock but 
keeps coming at the defence. If he gets 
adequate service, he will always be a threat." 

With charartcristic modesty, Salenko talks 
about his five-goal feat as 'a day when 
everything went right for me." Before ;he 
World Cup, Salenko had played in five 
matches and not scored a single goal. But in 
three league matches of the World Cup he 
achieved world wide fame.Teain-mate Victor 
Onopko lauded Salenko's altitude, "He is a 
hungry striker. I-ven in practice, he always 
wants to score." 

Oleg Salenko still misses his native Ukraine 
and is a great admirer of pole-vaultcr Sergei 
Bubka. Yet he opted for a career m Russia, for 
expediency. "Bubka lakes part in an 
individual sport and can coniinue with 
Ukraine. However till now, Ukraine has'm 
established a national football learn. Russia 
if more organised. If I had stayed with 
Ukraine. 1 would not have played in the 
World Cup." In football, he admires Romario 
hut realises that he does not have the 
Brazilian's skill and so works on his own 
assets, blistering speed and low, powerful 
shooting on the run. Salenko destroyed 
Cameroon at will, missing some sitters but 
sronng five memorable goals, all the result of 
precision finish. 

"I want to improve my consistency in 
scoring," he says, an awesome reminder to 
defenders all over the world. His football idol 
is former speedy Soviet striker Igor Belanov, 
European Footballer of the Year in 1986. If he 
keeps putting the ball Into the net, Salenko 
could emulate Belanov's feat in the near 
future. For the modest Ukrainian striker who 
plays for Russia, greatness was thrust upon 
him and he grabbed it with both feet. 
Salenko's feat was not just a statistical 
landmark but one for the grandchildren.# 


IVorMDrpUSAM^ 






FLASHDANCE! 


That's Brazilian soccer for you. Flamboyant, 
rhythmic and flowing, this type of football has 
earned its practitioners, fans from all over. 

In this World Cup.the Americans found 
themselves swaying to the Brazilian rhythm . 

W»VW>*'iaA*l«.tV>|an<(nn»r IVW «'<4W»T>-jOni'>U 'S/VtWw.k •> > WWHBH HWHlif » »»*iW.W»r«!(a^> 


T he smiles were visible again 
in the World Cup, when 
Brazil outclassed Russia 2-0, 
and then beat Cameroon 3-0 
in iheir < iroup B League matches at 
the Stanford Stadium, Palo Alto in 
the Bay area of San F-ranciseo. It was 
not just the result, but the 
scintillating, flamboyance of Brazil's 
display of soccer that won the hearts. 
The joy that Brazil's football brought 
was akin to the first 
motisoon shower 
and their free 
flowing attacking 
style really 






soothed parched spirits. 

The defensive utilitarian style of the 
1990 coach Sebastio Laz.aroni had 
been shed, and Brazil's display turned 
even the uninitiated and the most 
bitter cynics into football fans. 

In 1990, Brazil used the defensive 
sweeper or the 'libero' system and 
relied only on front-runners Careca 
and Muller. Now Brazil play in a 4-4-2 
formation with skipper Rai, the 
younger brother of Socrates, an 
attacking midfielder, linking well with 
Bebeto and Roinario. Zinho holds the 
ball well and makes astute passes and 
Mauro Silva is the only man-marker 
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in the midfield quartet, who is still 
effective going up. This Brazilian team 
plays with the same freedom, style 
and the panache like the predecessors. 

Seasoned administrator, and the 
Chairman of World Cup Organising 
Committee (WOCOC) Alan 
Rothenberg said the World Cup only 
began when Brazil played their 
matches. The stands were packed with 
over 81,000 people, the day was 
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Rai: the Brazilian 
captain ha* a tough 
iob on hi* hands 
motivating the 
players and also 
kaeping the 
super-egos in his 
team under control 



After the death of 
Ayrton Senna. The 
Brazilian* are still on 
the lookout for a 
national hero and a 


good poiformance 
mm Brazil would 
certainly soothe their 
crushed spirits 



beautiful, people celebrated and to top 
it all the play was exciting. Hailed as 
the new messiah, Carlos Alberto 
Parreira said. "It was definitely a very 
complete Brazilian ambiance. We 
felt as though we were home all the 
time." Fans were draped in Brazilian 
flags and Stanford was awash in the 
Brazilian green and yellow, it was 
samba time in the stadium. Raucous 
Brazilians sang, swayed and waved 
huge Brazilian flags, and just to be 
courteous waved an equally 
gargantuan US flag. 

Drums beat continuously, trumpets 
pierced the air, and whistles and bells 
rang out. Opposing fans were also 
treated tolerantly and none of the 
vicious hate and violence associated 
with British soccer fans were on view. 
Pele was on hand doing commentary 
for the Brazilian TV and signing 
autographs. Volunteer worker 
Claudia Cunningham of Morgan Mill 
proudly wore Pele's signature on the 
right shoulder of her T-shirt. 

American journalists felt that when 
Brazil played it was a soccer party, 
complete with dancing, singing and 
fun. 

But how good is Brazil? Nikita 
Simonian, vice-president of the 
Russian Football Association said, 
"They aren't nearly as good as the 
1958 Brazilian team that beat the 
erstwhile USSR on the way to the 
World Cup, or the i 970 team, which 
could rank among the best ever". 
Simonian who played as a striker 
against the Brazilians in 1958 said, 
"Brazil had 11 stars starting with Pelc. 
This team does not have too many 
stars." 

The Russian coach Pavel Sadyrin 
felt that, "Romario, Bebeto, Rai and 
Jorginho are the star players, a level 
above most others in the World Cup." 
Both Pele and the former Argentinian 
coach Cesar Menotti feel that Brazil 
could win this World Cup, and that 
only Argentina or Germany could 
trouble them. Skipper Rai, was not 
worried about hard tackling, and fast 
running midfielders like that of 
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seems subdued, he strikes like a tiger 
on the kill, leaving the opposing 
defenders bemused and stranded. 
Romario could truly emerge as the 
great individual star of this World 
Cup, like Maradona did in 1986. 


Rmnario: the moody and inlroveitad genius has 
Ihrod up to expectations 

Ireland in (uture matches. He said, "I 
cx|iect we will now liberate ourselves 
more, now that the 0 |H*ning match 
tension is over.” 

Pele made an astute observation 
about why this Brazilian team could 
be more effeaive than the teams of 
'82, '86 or '90. He said, "Although the 
Russian marking was exceptional, (or 
most of the first half, Brazil did not 
Isecome frustrated by the tight 
marking. Instead, they combined flair 
wiili patience, gave subtle angled 
passes, made ambitious runs into 
space and slowly created a crack in the 
wall. " 

"Bebeto feels happy and confident 
that the mistakes of 1990 will not be 
repeated, 

0^ and that the 

team is 
combining 

^ their attacking 

^ ^ superiority 


with a solid defence. Coach Carlos 
Alberto Parreira is now being praised 
for blending Brazil into a cohesive 
team, and specially for checkij^lfhe 
egos of Romario and Bebeto. Bltt are 
they really rivals, now engage4i!;v#l;I.C 
public truce'? 

Seasoned Brazilian journalist 
Ciuedes Augusta attributes it to mere 
media hype. He feels that Brazil's key 
players are two distinct individuals, „ 
and wfiile Bebeto is talkaiiveig|(iii;l',y;) 
friendly, Romano is moody ' 

introven. Most Brazilian media ^pl 
that Romario is unique and it is 
generally felt that Romario is superior 
to the recent great goalscorers like 
Rossi, Gerd Muller and Gary Lineker, 
because of his greater ball skills and 
tight control. 

There has never been a forward liKc 
Romario even m Braz.il. His greatness, 
lies in the fact that he can slip through 
any defence and has an unbelievable 
close control to evade any marker 
trying to shackle him. His languid 
style is deceptive, for just when he 


Coach Parreira's greatness is that he 
has persuaded Bebeto who likes 
playing as a striker lurking near the 
opposing goal area, tt) function as a 
roving forward for the sake of the 
team. Bebeto has sacrificed his game 
and now roams both the flanks and 
supports Romario. This attitude alone 
shows that Brazil's stars have matured 
and are blending as a team. As the wily 
midfielder, Dunga says, "We have got 
our heads on our shoulders more than 
in 1990." 

The Brazilian sparkle and brilliance 
is essential for football as they have 
succe<edc4'l|l.b^Pii$ug bridges over the 
chasms of that most 

middle-dass white lknt‘‘r'<^3ns had 
about footbedi. Braidl'sapproach play 
staiisfies the AjOi^riqandesire for 
flashy action. Aboveadiin,these days 
of work-rateai»dlteifin^e|h6tball, 
watching Bradlissoolhiafftnithe 
eyes. Parreka says, "Wehave twenty 
good played not jtist iwis^jheat 
Stars, andwt^^motivat^ tobe the 
first coump^fo wiQj^^drld Chip 
four time*.'' ‘;h, j'? 

The rest nf the worl<Jrad better 
watch out. Mario Zagafi); assistant to 
Parreira ,says tbaita Jbottd new talent is 
pnicj^ing ie^^rcii^ and he feels that 
Bonaldo has a 
bright Cdison, a tricky, 

speedy playesffiSgjn Palmeiras. could 
Cinergy as d^.^Tack Zico'. It is 
certanflYfBM'news for football that 
the Bth^Sika'iegacy is thriving. 

BnmS'khtenager of 1982 and '86, 
TelcSWMana was worried that Brazil's 
rnfdE^d could not retain their control 
vifern confronied by aggressive teams 
like Sweden (1 - He also felt only if 
the '94 Brazilian ipuad had creative 
midfielders like Ziep or Socrates 
would thm^lH tHi^A'orld Cup. 
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PERFECT THIS WALK ON EARTH, 
AND YOU WILL BE GIVEN THE MOON 


- 


0 ^. 

India's First and No. I 

reiail-cum-educational chain 
and has been respon.sible for 
revolutionizing computer 
education in the country. With a 
solid corporate background and 
orientation. Computer Point is a 
unique institute with thorough 
knowledge of industry needs 
which It applies in fonnulating 
relevant courses Computer 
Poini offers hi-tech courses of 
international standard and 
-concentrates on honing the 
management skills of students 
b) offering the right people, 
environment, opportunities and 
commercial applications. 

Simulated Environment ; 

Computer Point has the advantage of restructunng the computer 
operations of mote than 4000 corporate hou.ses such as Air India. 
H. D. F. C.. Titan. SAIL. Thus Computer Point is able to formulate 
methods and courses that would tram students to fit those 
environments. Computer Point also pioneered the concept of 
Absolute Training' — an entirely need specific and precise 
training design. 

Need-based Courses : Computer Point has one of the most 
diverse Re.search and Development teams drawn from varied 
professions like Education. Medicine. Business Management. 
Law, Engineering, Computer Manufacturing and Consumer 
Industries. This R & D has helped develop a revolutionary 
courseware for students to fit into the professional environments 
of tomorrow, with ea-se. 



THATS HOW WE PREMRE YOU TO 
WALK INTO THE CORPORATE WORLD 


^Computer Point Advantages : 

■ Customized corporate 
training {Hogrammes. 

■ Modular or Structured 
Course leading to Honours 
Diploma in Software 
Technology with total flexibility 
in choosing modules most 
relevant to one's training needs. 

■ 100% hands-on training 
using “hear-see-do" method 
with individual attention 

■ Audio-visual aids, 
seminars, guest lectures and 
library facilities. 

■ Real life software project 
work 

■ Career oriented courses 
designed to operate future 
computer technology. 


■ Management skill 
development programmes. 



COMPUrCR 

pomr 


TAKES CARE OF YOUR FUTURE IN THE PRESENT 


Branches at : Camac Street, Cal • 17. Ph; (O.LY) 2424670/7831/ 
7840. m Salt Lake, Cal - 64 a New Alipore, Cal -53 ■ Batlygungc. 
Cal - 19 a Howrah a Raniganj, Ph : (0.341) 444906 a Burdwan. 
Ph ; (0342) 3132 a Jamshedpur, Ph ; (06.37) 21.344 a Guwahaii, 
Ph : (0361) 541717/6298 a Siliguri, Ph: (0353) 30335 
a Dhanbad 
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OTHER WORLD 
EVENTS 

JULY U; World Cup soc¬ 
cer, New York; IFA lea¬ 
gue; World Cup 
women's hockey, Dublin. 
JULY 14: World Cup soc¬ 
cer; British Open golf, 
Tumberry, Common¬ 
wealth basketball, 
Malaysia; IFA league; 
World Cup women’s 
hockey, Dublin. 

JULY 15: British Open 
golf, Tumberry; London 
Grand Prix athletics. 
Crystal Palace; Common¬ 
wealth basketball, 

Malaysia: IFA league; 
World Cup women's 
hockey, Dublin. 

JULY 16: British Open 
golf, Tumberry; Singa¬ 
pore Open badminton; 
IFA league; World Cup 
women's hockey, 

Dublin. Commonwealth 
basketball, Malaysia 
JULY 17: World Cup 
Final. Los Angeles, Bri¬ 
tish Open coll, Turnber- 

Gail OmnofthaUSisa 
star attraction on tho lAAF 
athlotics Grand Prix circuit 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


ry; French Grand Prix, Le 

Mans; Commonwealth 
basketball, Malaysia; 
World Cup women's 
hockey, Dublin. 

JULY 18: Commonweal¬ 
th basketball, Malaysia; 
IPA league; World Cup 
women's hockey, 

Dublin; Federation Cup 
tennis, Frankfurt. 

JULY IV: Nice Grand 
Prix athletics; Common¬ 
wealth basketball, 

Malaysia, IFA league; 
World Cup women’s 
hockey, Dublin, Federa¬ 
tion Cup tennis, 
Frankfurt. ' 

JULY 20: Britain vs US 
athletics, Gateshead; 
World junior athletics, 
Lisbon; Commonwealth 
basketball, Malaysia; IFA 
league; World Cup 
women's hockey, 

Dublin; Federation Cup 
tennis, Frankfurt 
JULY 21: Dutch Open 
golf, Hilversum Goll 
Club; World junior athle- 



6r«|Noniwn:top 
cnituiider in the British 
Opm goH at Tumberry 

tics, Lisbon, IFA league; 
Commonwealth basket¬ 
ball, Malaysia. First 
cricket Test England vs 
South Africa, Lord's, 
World Cup women's 
hockey, Dublin, Federa¬ 
tion Cup tennis, 
Frankfurt. 

JULY 22: Dutch Open 
golf, Hilversum Golf 
Club, Woridjunior athle¬ 
tics, Lisbon- First cricket 
Test England vs South 
Africa, Lord's, World 
junior cycling, Quito, 
World Cup women's 
hockey, Dublin; IFA lea¬ 
gue; Federation Cup ten¬ 
nis, Frankluit 
JULY 2J: Dutch Open 
golf, Hilversum Golf 
Chib, World junior athle¬ 
tics, Lisbon. F'irsl cricket 
Test England vs South 
Africa, Lord's, World 


junior cycling, Quito; 
Commonwealth basket- 
bail, Malaysia; World 
Cup women’s hockey, 
Dublin; IFA league; Fede¬ 
ration Cup tennis, 
Frarikfun. 

JULY 24: Dutch Open 
golf, Hilversum Golf 
Club; British Grand Prix, 
Donington Park; World 
junior athletics, Lisbon; 
First cricket Test England 
vs South Africa, Lord's; 
Commonwealth basket¬ 
ball, Malaysia; World 
Cup women's hockey, 
Dublin; World junior 
cycling, Quito; Goodwill 
Games, St. Petersburg; 
IFA league; Federation 
Cup tennis, Frankfun. 



Robin Smith: dopondabla 
botsmanforEimland 
againtt South Africa 

JULY 25: First cricket 
Test England vs South 
Africa, Lord's; World 
junior cycling, Quito, 
IFA league; Goodwill 
Games, St, Petersburg. 
JULY 26: World junior 
cycling, Quito, Nat West 
Trophy quarterfinals, 
IFA league; Goodwill 
Games, St. Petersburg 






FORTNIGHT 


EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 


GRAND PRIX WORLD CHAMPIONSHIP: Prime Sports 
"Grand Prix Sunday" show continues this year when the 1994 
Motorcycle World Championships makes another stop in Lc 
Mans, France. Tune in to Prime Sports on July 17 at 2 pm for 
the French Grand Prix. 


WWF SPOTLIGHT AND M ANI A: WWF is better than just a 
sport, it is something called sports entertainment, it amiains 
not only the athletic skills of the sport but also the 
charaaerisation and charisma of entertainment. Tune in to 
Prime Sports on 15 July at 2.30 pm for WWF Spotlight and on 
16 July at 5.30 pm for WWF Mania. 


WORLD CUP TRIATHLON SERIES; Tunc in to Prime 
Sports as top international athletes show off their physical 
abilities in the water, on a bike, and on foot. (A triathlon 
consists of usually a 2 km swim followed by a 40 km bike ride, 
and immediately into a 10km run) Tune in on 14Julyat4.30 
pm for highlights and on 16 July at 2.30 pm for the Nice. 
France race. 


US WOMEN'S OPEN; Tune in to Prime Sports for continuing 
live coverage of professional golf with the US Women's Open 
from Indian Golf Club in Lake Orien, Michigan, on 24 and 25 
July at 1 am for day three's action 


MEN'S WORLD VOLLEYBALL LEAGU?: Tune in to 
Pnmc Sports for top international men's indoor volleyball 
from across the world on 13-14 July at 5.30 pm. 


WWF: 


I ridav 15 Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm 

Saturday 16: Wrestling Spotlight at 10 30 pm and 6 30 am and 

Mania at 5.30 pm 

Sunday 17; Wrestling Mania at 11.30 pjn and 5.30 am 
Fnday 22: Wrestling Spotlight at 4.30 pm 
Saturday 23: Wrestling at 10 30 pin and 6 am and Mania at 
5.30 pm 

Sunday 24: Wrestling Mania at 11.30 pm and 5.30 am 


SOCCER: 

Friday 15. Asian Football Show at 3.30 pm 

Saturday 16; Asian Football Show at 11.30 and 7.30 am and 

F.uropean Soccer Show at 4.30 pm 



Europaan Soccar Show on Prima Sparta 


Sunday 17; European Soccer Show at 12 J0pmand4.30am 

and Futbol Mondial at 4.30 pm 

Monday 18: Futbol Mundial at 10.30 pm and 6.30 am 

Friday 22; Asian Football Show at 5.30 pm 

Saturday 23. Asian FcKrtball Show at 11 30 pm and 7 am and 

European Football Show at 4.30 pm 

Sunday 24: European Football Show at 10.30 pm and Futbol 
Mundial at 4.30 pm 

RACING: 

Saturday 16; British FI Grand Prix at 4.30 pm 

Sunday 17:BritishFl Grand Prix at 10.30 pm and 10.30 am 

Also live motorcycle GP, Le Mans at 2 pm 

Wednesday 20: French motorcycle Grand Prix at 6 30 pm 

Thursday 21 ■ French motorcycle Grand Prix at 8 am 

Friday 22: French motorcycle Grand Prix at 10 pm 

Sunday 24. Motorcycle Grand Prix, Donington Park at 5.30 pm 




T he Hispanic driver who drives 
the World Cup media shuttle 
bus from the Sheraton hotel in 
downtown Manhattan to Giants 
Stadium in New Jersey was fuming. 

He wanted to take a turning that 
would take him into the Lincoln 
Tunnel—the first underwater tunnel 
with artificial ventilation under the 
Hudson river connecting New York 
with New Jersey—but was prevented 
from doing so by a policeman. The 
driver pointed to the slicker he had on 
his windscreen saying 'World Cup 
Media'. The cop shook his head. The 
driver pointed to the special VfP pass 
on the windscreen. Still no go. 

He got off the bus and tried to 
.•xplain to the cop that he had the pass 
which entitled the bus to take that 
route and that he had been doing so 
ten times a day for the last two weeks. 
Another shake of the head. 

The driver walked across the street 
and tried explaining his problem to 


some police officers who had stopped 
to help a stranded lady fix her flat tire. 
No way Jose. 

Livid, he returned to the bus 
screaming in his Latin American 
accent; "I tell you this can only 
happen in this country. Man, I tell 
them, 'World Cup'. They say no. In 
any other place, you tell them 
'World Cup', they say 'sure, no 
problem'. But here these guys are 
cra7y, man. I want all you folks out 
here to write about this. Let the world 
know what these guys are all about. 
Please do it for my sake." 

He was in no mood to give up. He 
went around a block or two and—after 
encouragement from some of us who 
shouted, ' Make the turn, make the 
turn,"—made his way back onto the 
road we had been barred from. He 
then overlook the public bus in front 
and slowed down to check the other 
vehicle's windscreen. 


‘‘tee, no pass," he shouted to us, 
"just because he got Giants Stadium 
on his destination board, so they allow 
him. They know Giants but they don't 
know that the World Cup is being held 
there." 

By this lime, of course, all this 
wasn't new to those of us who had 
several experiences of American 
unawareness of the World Cup. But 
there are a host of other personal 
experiences one can relate as 
examples t)f American soccer 
ignorance. 

At (jne pizza joint in Boston we sat 
watching a basketball game on 
television During a break in play, the 
Italian waiter switched on to one of 
the World Cup matches being telecast. 
He got shouted down and was forced 
to revert back to the channel showing 
the basketball even though the 
commercials were on. 

When I phoned the New York 
public transport department to 
inquire how I could get from the 
World Trade Centre to Giants 
Stadium, tiie man on the other side of 
the line wanted to know why 1 
wanted to go there. 

When I told him if that leally 
mattered, he asked, "Are you going to 
the 95 FM jam?". 

"What's that," 1 asked and was told 
that it was a music concert. 

"No.I'm going there for the World 
Cup." 

"What's that man? " 

Oh, never mind. 

Fortunately, I did gel the bus routes 
and was dropped off in the area next 
to the stadium. The other guy getting 
off the bus looked very Indian. And he 
had a World Cup cap on, so 1 decided 
to ask him directions. His accent was a 
give away. 

"Where are you from," I asked. 

"I'm from Bangladesh and I live 
here. I'm working as a volunteer for 
the World Cup." 

"Arrey dada, please show me the 
way to the media centre." 

At the media centre, in one comer, 
sat a whole gang of Calcutta and 
Bangladeshi journalists. It was good to 
feel a little closer to home. # 

Andy O'Brien, New York 


Aimrica'* ignorance about soccer has proni|rted placards like this 



it's a tough game out there 
but then, you were built to survive 
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The magic that the Brazilians conjured 
^ ■ up, hypnotised the world 








long lasting. 
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Tnank You For 


The Music! 


T here was a hotel in the 

Pasadena area that had been 
booked to capacity lot the ' 
World Cup Final on July 17, 
but suddenly found plenty of rooms to 
Tent out. They had been told that one 
of their block bookings had been 
cancelled. The cancellation was done 
by the German team who had 
apparently planned to be engaged in 
some footballing activity over that 
weekend. Afterall, how was it possible 
to imagine that 

PHILIPS the defending 

mmmmmmm champions wouldn't 
NMWQiyilJliAM' be playing either the 
Final or—^worse case 



■ ■ 

In a tournament of 
upsets and upstarts, the 
magic that the 
Brazilians conjured up 
hypnotised the world 

mm 

BYANDY O'BRIEN, NEW YORK 

scenario—the third/founh play-off? 
One was supposed to be able to write 
Germany into the final four, which is 
exactly what the media relations folks 


at the Giants Stadium did. They had 
already printed notes for an 
Ilaly-Germany semi-final showdown. 

Germany, the world champions, 
the team that resembled the efficiency 
of their sponsors Mercedes Ben/,, the 
team that would manage to win even 
when they weren't playing fiundred 
per cent. Germany, favourites to 
r( jch the Final, having done so three 
straight times in the last three World 
Cups Deutschland uberalles 
[Germany above all]. See you in 
Pasadena, on July 17, for the Final. 

Germany....Bulgaria...Germany... 
Bulgaria...hmmm. On paper and in 
soccer tradition the quarter final 






between the two teams at the Giants 
Stadium seemed to be an obvious 
mismatch. Germany, soccer's royalty, 
with a history of consistency in World 
Cups and three time world champion. 
Bulgaria with a history of futility 
having not won a single of the sixteen 
games it played prior to this World 
Cup. But then since when was football 
played on paper or fonhat matter 
dependcni on history. 

Yes, history had brought the two 
countries together when Germany 
took on the world—with Bulgaria on 
us side—in two wars. But the 
Germans and the Bulgarians could 
not have entered that quarter final 
game further ajrart. But some stories 
in sport are universal The opfiressed, 
the unrewarded rise up to claim the 
honours, to cavort tri the spotlight ol 
victory. 

With the abrupt Jolt ol iinsto 
Stoichkov's tree kick scoie in the 76th 
minute, followed in the 79th minute 
i>v Yordan Let chkos's llamboyant 
mging header, Bulgaria bounced 
back IroiTi a I-O debt it to toss the 
mighty Gentians outol the tournanient 
and thiow tfie already upset-ridden 
tournanient into luriher disarray. 

When they beat Mexito in a round 
ol 16 penalty shoot-out, people were 
asking, where is Bulgaria anyway ’ In 
Alrica''’ Soiilh America? 

One leading new'spapei even 
earned a map ol f'urope pointing oiii 
wheie Bulgaria was on the majt All ol 
a sudden a lot of people knew' exactly 
where Bulgaiia 'vas, in the World Cup 
semi-linals, ready to take on their 
third world champions in ihiee 
consecutive matches. Suddenly the 
team tha' couldn't win had become 
the slayer ol cham)tions. It had been 
some kind ol a week lor the 
Bulgarians. Kind ol winning the 
lottery for $ one million [heating 
Argentina I over the weekend; then 
lor $ five million on Tuesday |Mexico| 
and then hitting it lor $ It) tnillion five 
days later [Germany [. 

After the win against Mexicir, it was 
declared that, 'that' was the best day 
in thehtstory of the 
country—Stoichkov declared that 


AMIYATARAfDAR 



God was Bulgarian lor those twenty Romariohatliveduptohitptomw# 
foLirhours That had ^’of to be the of tcoring goals 

ultimate lor Bulgaria, because no one 

could even contemplate the and players on the held lor a 

impossible. But live days later, came commeinotative photograph. We 
an even more historic day lor Bulgaria would have liked to show you the 
and It was reconfirmed that 'God was pictures, but they are a bit blurry 
still Bulgarian ' though, because the players wouldn't 

Little wonder then, that when the stop jumping up and down, waving 
game was concluded, Bulgarian flags, waving to the small section of 

officials wan'.ed to gather the coaches Bulgarian Ians. 




Meanwhile, ii inok nearly an hour 
for ihe firsi of the 13 men who playr'cf 
lor (iermany to emerge from the 
locker room. German delender 
Martin Wagner lay semi-ronst ions In 
the dressing room alter being knot keel' 
in the head just alter Germany had 
scored to go one up. When he came to 
his senses, fu didn’t know why his 
teammates weie so depresseil He 
couldn't believe it when he was told 
that they were out of the World Gup 
What happened m those first 
stunned minutes m the dresssing 
room, no one knows, but when ihe 
Germans were ready to lace the 
media, they had then German 
stoicism firmly in place. Said coach 
Betti Vogts, "Soccer will go on in 
Germany of course. There will be 
another international in September 
where we will play Russia " 




The Brazilians at 
times played text 
book soccer. But more 
importantly, when 
they played it was 
^showtime.' Winning 
is not the only thing 
important to 
Brazilians. They 
expect their team to 
win and 
not to lose their 
reputation of being 
entertainers 




For tho Bulgarians, it was a dream 
come true. Hera rtiay are celebrating 
their win against Argentina 

Ri/ss/a 'Sorry. Herr Vogts, but 
nothing the Germans can do in that 
gdiiie can erase the memory of the 2-1 
(luarier final loss to the Bulgarians. 
Thai was depression, shock uhcrallcs. 
The upset deprived the semi final 
round of a glamour match-u|) 
between Italy and Germany and a 
dream Final between Brazil and 
(.erhiany, but it also gave the 
loo nament an underdog to cheer 
lor—and an outgoing champion to 
respect. The Germans moved quietly 
through the parking lot, heads down, 
leaving a lot of banners hanging inside 
Giants Stadium because there wasn't 
much more use for them. 

Italy lor their part weren't too upset 
with the developments. Aftcrall, the 




Robwto B«m>o i* caltbraiing a 
walcoaia raluni to farm 

East European's never ever j’et much 
respect. They arc shut out of NATO 
and sacrificed to any invading horde 
that comes along. So lor the 
organisers—and FIFA—the ultimate 
nightmare was a Final between 
Bulgaria and Romania. FIFA wanted 
Germany-Brazil, but would have 
settled lor Italy-Bra/il, two three-time 
champs, if they could only gel rid ol 
the pesky Hast Furopeans. Bulgaria's 
neighbour to the north, Sweden, 
obliged with a penalty shoot-oui 
victory over Romania in the last 
quarter final. 

Italy lor then pan, survived poor 
play, a goal drought, a iniblic outcry 
over then coach's unpopular 
decisions and some spiriied iilay hv 
uiisct-minded opponents Twice Italy 
cancelled ftieii llight back home. 
Against Nigeria they were two 
minutes away Iroiii being lelt to 
conieuiplate a national liisastei fot the 
nexi lour years belore they 'iinpac keel 
the Baggio' Then against Spain at 1-1 
m the ft hcl niinuie, goalkeeper 
Gianluca Pagliiica had stared directly 
at deleat in the person ol Sjianish 
striker .lulio Salmas and ihoiighi 
about the rc'tuin trip lo lialy ' Then in 
the dying minutes Baggio' got pasia 
goalkeeper' and snatched anothen l.ist 
minute victory lot the A/./uii. 

The three-time world champions 
made it to the last lour stage only lor 
three irasons Baggio |as m Roberto] 
Baggio |as m Dino] and luck as m good 
lortune. 

So fortunate were the Iialians, that 
many Spanish players refuted the 
'God is Bulgarian' theory, arguing that 
in fact, God v.'as an Itahan "We are so 
damn lucky it isn't funny, but it is 
bettenhan being unlucky", said 
former Italian player Giorgio 
Ghinaglia. "But you know what?We 
tell the Italians back home that their 
team won, they don't care how They 
always believe that Italy will be a 
better team next game, " he said. 

Manager Arrigo Saachi, the scourge 
of all Italian abuse agreed on the luck 







factor, bill had aiioihiT itioory He 
used the Italian word storw. Tradition 
seems to be worth soiiieilimj> in a 
World Clip. After all, it is knowti as the 
fear of the uniform- the learof the 
soccer tradition 

of a country. But while the Italians 
struggled, they brought nothing to the 
World Cup, except perhaps their 
hysterics, their dramatics, their 
uniform. 

The same cannot be said of the 
Brazilians, for at times they played 
text book soccer. But more 
importantly when they played it was 
showtime. If only they could have 
done both at the same time 
throughout the tournament 

Unlike the Italians, winning is not 
the only thing important to Brazilians. 
They expect their team to win and at 
the same time not to Icrse their 
reputation of being entertainers. And 
Brazil—the nation that brought 
artistry to the World Cup—proved in 

MiMsm: ha captaiiwd Germany to 
one of itt wont daleata in 
contampanry football 


Bebato (in blue): tba twinkly-toad 
forward has razor sharp skills 


this World Cup, that its artistry is not 
just a bunch of brash strokes, that its 
players can finish what they start. 
They proveefthat a team does not have 
to play the European game—seven of 
the eight quarter finalists were 



turopeaii—to win m ine world (Jup. 

Vet their show had two parts to it 
Almost a Dr Jekyll and Mr. Hyde'. The 
dashes and flashes of the Joiigo 
Boniio. the beautiful game, that has 
made the land of soccer and samba, 
famous, yet at times, forced out of 
their style, they also showed that 
substance was also their key. In spite 
of playing the game the only way they 
can, they also excelled in defense, 
showing the kind of discipline and 
coordination between defense and 
offense not normally associated with 
Brazilians. 

Four years ago, in Italy,they had 
curbed their style in order to inject 
some solidity in their game, but failed 
on two scores. Neither did they 
entertain nor did they manage to 
pi 'duce results, the entire nation 
cried out for change. Former player 
and national coach, Falcao said, "To 
take away a Brazilian player’s 
freedom is like asking a bird not to soar 
in the sky." This time around, coach 
Carlos Alberto Parreira promised a 
‘back to the roots' game. And he 
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nianaped Ki inculcate a sense of 
defensive discipline logelhcr with 
traditional aggression. Till their 
quarter final game against ilolland, 
where they allowed the Dutch two 
goals, the Brazilian defense had 
allowed only one goal. Mention Brazil 
in soccer circles and images of 
attacking, flamboyant offense come to 
mind. While that has been proved 
line. It was also the defense that kept 
Brazil on track lor an unprecedented 
tom til World Cup title. 

Yet, there is only one other sport in 
Brazil that rival's soccer's popularity 
and that is criticising the soccer coach. 
But the Brazilian, criticised m this 
tournament by everyone, from Pele, 
the Brazilian press, the President of 
Biazil ,to his own mother, secured a 
semi final berth lor his country which 
noothercoach has done since 1970 

"I said we wanted to play a pretty 
game, we wanted to play an open 
game. But I'm also only thinking of 
winning, " he said of his tactics of 
mixing Brazilian flail with dogged 
deleiisive efforts. 




Dino Baooio (in blnnl along with hit 
illuttrioiit namotako gava tho 
Malians sonw raliaf 


Hritto Stoichkov: dazzling skills 


Parreira has kept his promise not to 
pul his Brazilians into a 'strait 
jacket' "1 have given them their 
freedom, but we also have to be 
disciplined when we haven't got the 
ball,"he said In return, his players 
gave the tournament a sparkle with 
their champagne soccer. And if 
lootball has indeed made any dent in 
America, then the rest of the football 
world ought to raise a glass to the 
Brazilians. The magic they conjured 
up, hypnotised a country where the 
only other sporting magic goes by the 
name of Johnson. Without being 
harsh on the other 23 participants of 
the World Cup, maybe the organisers 
should have tried to manipulate what 
Romario said was his ultimate dream; 
a Brazil versus Brazil Final.' But since 
that wasn't possible, all we can say to 
Romario and his teammates is, thank 
you for the music. It was great while it 
lasted. And hopefully, we will hear 
the same tune, four years from now# 









THE BEST! 


After 120 minutes of goalless play, it took 
a tie-breaker for Brazil to emerge as the world 
champions for a record fourth time 

BY ANDY O'BRIEN, LOS ANGELES 


N July 17,1969 Neil 
Armstrong became the 
first man to walk on the 
moon. On the day that 
mammoth achievement was 
celebrating it's 25th anniversary, two 
gentlemen were expected to be 
competing to walk on top of the 
world. The only difference was that 
they were not going to stride along 


some lunar surface, but on a piece of 
sod the size of a football field on the 
western coast of the United States of 
America. Neithc' were they wearing 
any complicated gear, only a pair of 
shorts, shirt and football boots. While 
Armstrong's small step was a giant 
step for mankind, 25 years later, every 
single step these two gentlemen took 
for over a period of almost three hours 


was followed closely by 2 billion 
people around the world and cheered 
by two nations on opposite sides of the 
Atlantic Ocean. Brazil vs Italy. South 
America versus 
Europe. Dribble 
versus pass. Lambada 
vs Brassy march. 

'Samba versus Forza. 

But eventually 




miups 









there were no extra-terrestrial 
steps taken by 

Roberto Baggio of Italy or Romario of 
Brazil, or for that matter any giant 
steps made for the game of football. 
The two shooting stars, who shared a 
common goal of conquering the world 
with ammunition only they possessed 
because of their genius, fired blanks as 
the world watched their gunfight at 
the Rose Bowl. Romario couldn't 
keep up his steady goal-scoring play 
and Baggio failed to continue 
dominating the Italian scoring. 

Oh yes, don't be mistaken, there 
was plenty of emotion at the end of it 
all, joy, tears, sorrow, cup kissing, 
flag-waving, victory lapping, loser 
consoling, hugging and hand 
shaking—the whole gambit. And yes, 
there was plenty of history made that 
day; Brazil became the first football 
nation to win the most sought after 


sporting trophy in the world for a 
record lourtfi time. It was the first 
instance of a World Cup Final ending 
in a goalless draw and for the first tiiiie 
the world champions had to depend 
on football's version of Russian 
roulette to claim the title. And that is 
why if you lifted that carpet ol 
emotion on that sunny Sunday 
afternoon in Pasadena, California ami 
looked in, you would have found 
plenty of dirt swept under it. 

It was an ending that every football 
fan in the world dreaded—and 
hoped—would never happen in the 
Final, .After two groups of eleven men 
toiled under the hot California sun for 
120 minutes trying to combine as a 
team, the final result was decided by a 
duel which pitted one individual 
against another. For years football has 
managed to remain resuft-oriented 
through the penalty shootout hoping 


Coach Carlo* Albarto Parroira haMs aloft 
the World Cub. Brazil craatad hiatory by 
winning tha Cup for a lacard fourth tima 

that it would not arise in a match of this 
importance. Now that it has happened 
maybe it's time football began 
thinking of an alternative. 

It 's a pity that the result of the 
match will go down in history as: 

Ba resi kicks over the top; Marcio 
Santos' kick is saved by Gianluca 
Pagliuca; Albertini scores, Romario 
scores, Bvani scores, Braru o scores, 
Masarro's kick is saved by Tafarell, 
and....Baggio misses. Brazil 3, Italy 2. 
Surely this was an anti-climactic 
ending—^in the football sense though, 
not in the suspense sense—ina battle 
which featured two 
emotionally-involved soccer nations. 

The only time the game came to life 
was in the last minutes of the 
second-half of extra lime It v/as like 
the 15th round of a boxing match 
where the ciowd comes to their feet, 
cheenng as the two exhausted 
heavyweights (and botfi Italy and 
Brazil are looiball heavyweights) 
slug away with Iheir last ounces of 
energy in the hope that something 
might coitrieci lo knock the opponent 
out Like a bai room brawl in western 
movies which ends in a shootout 
outside after the two fighters are 
aliriosi on the verge of collapse. 

I T was a pity that the shootout had lo 
reduced to a "draw" in which both 
gunfighters had three bullets each, 
but didn't know in which of the six 
bullet slots they were in. Maybe we 
had unrealistic expectations about 
Brazil's ability to score lots of goals as 
well as Italy's ability to avoid disaster 
and win games at the end. 

As a historic repeat of the 1970 
Final, this one was watched by one 
man who played in that game 24 years 
a:;!) and is known to be the greatest 
footballer of all time. But even though 
Pele may have, jumped with joy in his 
commentary box when Brazil were 
declared winners—^we can't say they 
won, can we—the great one must 
have had his doubts about the 
authenticity of the triumph. 

To expect a Final of the calibre of 



*9 






Robaito Bagoia: And in the end, hie 
dreame lay ahattand 



But even though Pele 
may have jumped with 
joy in his oommentary 
box when Brazil were 
declared winners—vve 
can't say they won. can 
we^—the great one must 
have had his doubts 
about the authenticity of 
the triumph 


1970 might have been tvishing for too 
much. Bui was it too much to ask for a 
good open game of attacking football? 
After all weren't we told throughout 
this tournament that the game had 
changed—becoming more attacking. 
Perhaps at the end of it all maybe 
justice may have been done after all, 
since it was Brazil who did most of the 
attacking in the Final. At different 
stages of the game, the shots at goal 
ratio (always in favour oi Brazil) was 
9:1, 15:2 and 18:6. Maybe in a 
concocted way. this Brazilian team 
still carried the legacy of that fabulous 
team that last won a World Cup for the 
nation and maybe the nation's 
inorncnt ol destiny had at last arrived 
again alter two and a half decades of 
hoping. 

The Braziltans, wlio had promised 
to return to their Iree-flowing roots 
and delight World Cup crowds, tried 
their level best through out the 
lotirnanierit But they failed 
miserably in the Final. The Brazilian 
public were impatient to see their 
team back on top ol the world. But 
they also demand that Brazil in the 
process of winning, cleans the souls 
of soccer' and doesn't play ugly^nd 
artless lootball. Maybe Brazil’s coach 
Carlos Alberto Parreira was right 
when he responded by saying that 
those days were in the past, especially 
if they wanted a World Cup title. 

Yet lacklustre performances like the 
one in the Final are almost unheard 
of, given the Brazilian pedigree. We 
waited lot 120 minutes, but no Samba 
onslaught came. Italy at last ran out of 
luck. They had pulled ofl their biggest 
miracle —il gran millaculo —by 
entering the Final in the first place. It 
was almost too good to be true that 
Italy, just like that—after being 
disorganised, fragmented and sure to 
bedisappointed a fortnight before the 
Final—suddenly had a chance to 
become the first team to win four 
World Cups. 

That Brazil held out for 120 minutes 
at the Rose Bowl was due only to their 
overworked defence and the inability 


of the Brazilians to turn on their 
traditional magic. Unable to link up in 
the midfield or in attack, the Italians, 
having being brought out of their 
'catenaccio"shel.) by coach Arrigo 
Sacchi, saw no other way than to fall 
back on the systepi that translates 
in Italian to "great shackles". It was 


as il the fatigue, the exhaustion, tfie 
drain ol emotion brought about by the 
tension of their hazardous jtiurney to 
the Final finally caught up with the 
Italians. Even luck ran out on them 

At the end of it all, it was a sad day 
for soccer's army ol global romantics 
who had looked on this Final as a 
classical encounter between twvi 
nations so rich in football tradition 
Maybe there will be times, many years 
from now, when sttme of the Brazilian 
players will take a quiet glance at the 
winners' meda! hanging in the 
showcase and wonder why they 
couldn't win that symbol of 
supremacy outright instead ol by 
"default". 

And in some other corner ol the 
world, Roberto Baggio will look at his 
runner-up medal and think of how 
close he had come to walking on the 
moon that day. 0 






THE WORLD 




J OURNALISTS in the nine venue cities of 
the World Cup completed 'tip' cards 
provided by Adidas to determine who they 
thought was going to win the tournament by 
an overwhelming margin. The 23,010 
journalists who participated in this survey 
selected Brazil to take home the Cup. The 
journalists were required to send in their 
entries by June 25 and the competition was 
aimed to provide them a forum to fuel their 
competitive fires, while awarding coveted 
bragging rights' to the world's smartest—or 
luckiest—soccer journalists. 

Nearly seventy per cent of those who 
participated felt that Brazil would reach the 
Final and of those, 80 per cent predicted that 
the Brazilians would win. Journalists tipped 
Germany to be the runners-up. (With 1,115 
vpitjs as a participant in the Final and 420 to 
finish as the champions). 

The most popular final scores were also 
tallied. Again by a wide margin Brazil was 
favoured to beat the Germans 2-1. A Brazil 


versus Argentina Final received 356 voles and 
a BraziHlaly final notched 196, compared to 
792 votes for a Brazil-Germany title clash. 

The journalists competed for prizes which 
ranged from a $ 1000 set of gold coins, Adidas 
sports equipment-certificates worth $ 1000 to 
an Adidas Questra ball. Till date more than 
200,000 pieces of the official World Cup ball 
have been sold in the USA during the 
tournament, more than double the number ol 
balls solcTin Italy in 1990. 

Adidas were also proud to announce that of 
the 16 teams that made it to round two of the 
competition, ten wore the Adidas stripes. 



R emember Henry Kissenger, the former 
Secretary-of-Slatft. who is an avid soccer 
fan and is one of the individuals responsible in 
bringing the World Cup to America, is one of 
the well-known names on the list of accredited 
mediamen at the World Cup, 

Kissinger, a member of the board of the 


World Cup organising committee was 
contracted to file stories as part of Los Angeles 
Times comprehensive Cup coverage. But 
Times reporters were angry that Kissenger has 
got special treatment, in fact,he didn’t file a 
single item to the paper's daily page of 
tournament notes and tit bits. 

"It was supposed to be mandatory for 
everyone to file notes everyday," complained 
one Times man. 

Not a very professional attitude from a man 
who was a journalist before he entered public 
service. 


LALAS; PLAYING BY THE BOOK 


I n the midst of all the hype surrounding the 
US team's performances, a press release 
touting a new-book, 'Soccer Zones', writings 
on American soccer. It contains an 
endorsement from US national team member 
Alexi Lalas. The colourful defender with the 
red goatee beard who is also a part-time rock 
musician, notes that the book is 'a fun read." 
The American soccer spirit ai its best. 

What the press release does not mention is 
that the editor of the book, Anne. H. 
Woodworth is Lalas' mother. The book by the 
way will cost you five dollars less if you also 
purchase Lalas' debut album Woodland. 


Sa^^tROES HI-TECH 


T here was this commercial on television 
which showed a yoimg boy walking along 
a lonely street with a football in his hand until a 
voice asks him, "Kevin, do you know how to 
play football?" The boy looks up and says' Yes." 

"I bet you know all the players in team 
Ireland^" 

Again an innocent "yes" . 

"I bet } .HI didn't know that EDS who 
specialise in setting up and running computer 
systems for large cooperations, is managing 
the data base system at the World Cup. EDS is 
also developing the applications that develop 
on the network....". 

By this time Kevin is bored and walks away, 
bouncing his ball. 








CUP DIARY 


HE'5 scored TWIOB, 
HEfiHED THRKE, 

TOUCHED BALL 2S T5I1ES, 
TOUCHED ORDUMD10 TIMES, 

fouled 8 times, 

FEIGNED INSVRy 8TIMES, 


CARTOONS BY ARTHUR CARDOZO 


CRACKED 0MCR3B, 

■broke a TEETH._ 

DEVELOPED i HAIR-BflfiAh!,... 

AND IS NOVI GONTEMPLATTNO 

ArtERICAH RmSBY INSTEAD .'f 


. HUH! SO 

) much for 


YAHKEE 
i/'STATISriCS !j 



"...And is coordinating, Kevin, the efforts of 
its other technology partners, Kevin ’ 

Kevin is history, gone to play. Funny ad 
really, but it gets its points across. The 
computer network set up during the World 
Cup might not have interested the lay person 
but it was very complex and served a variety 
of uses. 

At every media centre, journalists had 
access to a computer data bank which could 
provide any information one required, from 
player biography (with accompanying colour 
passport photograph) to who would be 
holding a press conference where. In some 
centres,computer screens were like television 
monitors where all you had to do was run 
your finger against the topic you wanted and 
the actual moving picture came onto the 



screen. For instance, if you wanted goals, 
from say match 44 between Mexico and 
Bulgaria, you rubbed' the match number on 
the screen and in a few seconds the television 
coverage of the goals come up. So if you had to 
write on anything and wanted to refresh your 
memory you only had to ask the computer 
and not rely on a favour from a colleague. 

No wonder it was predicted that though the 
US team would not go far in the World Cup, 
the country's high-tech companies hoped to 
score strongly on the digital playing field with 
a state-of-the-art computer network winch 
supported all aspects of the competition. it 
was probably the most sophisticated 
computer network ever assembled for a 
sporting event. In fact,the $ 15 million 
network—which began with a few dozen 
employees just a year ago—helped propel 
World Cup USA '94 into the Fortune 200 
companies. It was an example of what is 
known as a 'virtual corporation', comprising 
groups of people linked together 
electronically for a specific purpose. In fact, it 
also earned the distinction of being named the 
world's fastest growing 'virtual corporation.' 

The technology had to coordinate and link 
the 1300 telephone lines, 4230 television 
wire drops, 3000 two-way radios, 1900 
beepers and pagers; 1700 voice mail users, 
1800 cellular phones, 350 printers, 280 fax 
machines. 180 word perfect computers and 
various other electronic gadgets used by the 
World Cup organising committee and the 
media over one month in nine different cities. 

The network had to even compute details 
like where to accommodate teams and what 
they should be given to eat. 

’ Things were further complicated.' said one 
technical man," because we had to take into 
account the national culture of each team. For 
example,Muslim teams needed to be put up at 
hotels which could cater to their special 
dietary needs. We also had to be careful that 
all the hotels had to be of the same standard. It 
would be easy to insult a national team if they 
thought wc had put them up at a below 
standard hotel. " 

The computer network also had to calculate 
all the logistics of moving teams and their 




support staff to the next location. Sec urity was 
another major task, calling for tracking 
security clearances for more than 50,000 
people, including teams, officials and the 
15,000 media people. 

Maybe there was some truth m what one 
computer technician told us; it's like fighting a 
war—the logistics problems arc very siniilai. 


MISSING IN ACTION 


T here is no doubt that the slaying of 
Colombian footballer Andres Escobar is 
the most bizzare happening in the World Cup 
Ironically, it was the winning goal of the 
match and it happened in a game involving 
the United States in which they scored an 
unexpected upset over ilic moretancied 
opponimts 

Ironic because it was at the 1050 World Cup 
in Brazil that the US team scored a similar 
shocking victory—the opponents then were 
England. 

The shot came hard from the right, spinning 
towards the goal when US centre-forward Joe 




Gaetjens leaped forward and headed it past 
the goalkeeper lor the only goal of the match. 

When the US played Brazil at this World 
Cup many of the survivors from that 1950 US 
team were watching, but Gaetjens was not 
among them. Thirty-one years ago, the 
Haitian - born Gaetjens was abducted from his 
dry cleaning store in Pori-Au-Prince and has 
never been seen since. His family, friends and 
human rights groups arc convinced that he 
was killed by death squads loyal to the 
politically ruthless Haitian dictator Francois 
(Papa Doc) Duvalier. 

So many times during the telecast of this 
World Cup, the networks showed scenes from 
that famous landmark in US soccer history. 
"The other night," says Lyliane Gaetjens. the 
wile of the missing footballer who was in the 
store when seiurity forces and a police officer 
jiulled guns to Gaetjens' head and took him 
away, "1 was watching replays of the team 
carrying Joe off ihe held after his goal The 
camera went close on to his face and it was like 
as if Joe was still alive and I was crying." 

Gaetjens was born in 1924 into a privileged 
middle class He was light skinned—his 
father's parents had emigrated from Germany 
to Haiti. He moved to New York to study 
accounting at the Columbia University where 
he earned extra money washing dishes at a 
German lesiaiiraiit whose owner frequently 
talked about soccer with his Irieiids One day 
Gaetjens told the ownei ol his own interest in 
the game saying he had played c lub (ootball in 
Haiti. 

"If you play soccer, the way you wash 
dishes," the owtier told him, "then foiget 
about It ” 

But the ownei arranged a tryout lor 
Gaetjens lor a team m the German-American 
league and the next year he was in St Louis 
playing in the All Star team from which the 
1950 naticsnal team was selected. Although he 
had a Haitian passport—which he used to 
enter Brazil—-the coaches were ready to lie 
about hts citizenship. 

After playing league soccer in France, he 
returned to Port-Au-Prince in 195} where he 
met and marrieii the former Lyliane Defay. 
They inarried in 1955 and quickly had three 
sons. "He wanted to have a soccer team," says 
Lyliane, who is now an executive with a 
Washington -based software company. 

Not long after he was abducted, the family 
heard that he was taken away so that no 
members of his lamily would join an 










insurgency movement in the Dominican 
Republic. Another theory was that ho 
annoyed the government by closing his shop 
during a national strike. But despite repeated 
enquiries and requests by his people, the 
authorities denied any knowledge of 
anything. 

After the fall of Duvalier and then his son in 
1986, a former Haitian Senator told the 
Gaetjens family that he had shared a cell in a 
military prison with Gaetjens. The former 
Senator was in the prison a day after Gaetjens 
disappeared but was soon transferred to 
another jail. Shortly alter arriving there, a 
guard at the ncwjail told the former Senator 
that everyone at the previous jail had been 
killed the night before 

That was the last anybody heard anything 
about one of America's greatest soccer hero. 


SOCC^ AMD INDIA: MADE FOR 
EACtfflNEB 


' r'he (ooiball lever has gripped India and the 
i whole nation has gone soccer-cra/y. 

Thereloie, the lelease of Wills Football Video, 
the fifth in its senes of spoils videos, brought 
out bv Wills could not have been better timed. 

The Wills Video: a perfect 





The raw excitement of the world's most 
loved sport has been brought out in the 
77-minutc video. The second edition of this 
football video (the earlier one was released in 
'90) contains a wealth of information and 
breathtaking moments of world soccer that 
enlivens our spirits. It is a show that gives all 
football fanatics a ringside view of past greats 
like Puskas, Yashin, Di Stefano, Best, Peleand 
contemporary rnaestros like Platini, 
Maradona, Zoff, Matthaus, Baggio and others. 

'rhis crisply edited, marvellously produced 
video not only covers all the World Cujis from 
19^0 right down to 1990, but encompasses 
some of the glorious moments of club football 
too Also, other aspects of the games like the 
importance of coaches, development o' 
match strategy, history of the game, etc b ive 
been given adequate imjiortance. Another 
salient leatiiie of the video is excellent 
corniiering by Brian Langley and slick 
cinematograjihy. 

Overall, this video, produced by Ramesh 
Sharina is a pncelesss buy and is a must lor 
eveiy football buff. 

Parnab Mukheriae 


OLE'OR'ALAY'? 


A ]■ OT only are Americans confused about 
A \ the diflerence between a yellow card and 
a red one, they are also bewildered about 
lootball's most lainous cheer, chanted by fans 
worldwide and repeated over and over again 
at all venues of this World Cup. The 
chant—which is being spelt in newspaper 
articles as 'alay-alay-alay' has got the 
American foxed. 

Ask a Spaniard and he will tell you ihai,"it 
has no real meaning. It's just a fight song that 1 
think originated in Europe. " 

Query a German and he says he has no idea 
what it means, either,"it comes from Spain," 
Nailing down the spelling ts also tricky. It's 
'ole' according to many Ians, but it's 'ale' 
according to the Soccer rocks tbefilobc 
compact disc, which has the official stamp of 
World Cup USA 1994 and includes a chant 
song called Anthem (ale, ale, ale, ale ale) 

The Chicago Tribune, in a story by a 
sporiswritei with years of international 
soccer experience, spelt it alay'. Some soccer 
reporters give it French origins, theorising 
that It may be the bastardisation of the word 
allez', for 'go' or 'come on,' • 




O FTEN in the past, the World 
1 Cup has been a 
f trend-setter in tactics and 
formations. In 1958, 

Brazil coach Vincent Feola introduced 
a system with two central defenders, 
instead of the centre-half thus giving 
birth to the 4-2-4 formation, which 
became popular the world over. 

In 1966, Sir Alf Ramsey's England 
played without wingers and the 4-5-5 
system was bom and with this system, 
the role of the old-fashioned tricky or 
speedy winger, hugging the 
touchlines was over, in the 1974 
World Cup, Cruyff's Holland and to 
some extent, winners West Germany 
displayed 'Total Football'. The 
Eighties was the decade of the twin 
strikers or the 4-4-2 formation. But 
the 1994 World Cup, surprisingly saw 
no revolutionary formations. 

A few teams are ultra-defensive. 
Holders Germany play in a 4-5-1 
formation, with just one striker 
Juergen Klinsmann because Bertie 
Vogts' plan is to pack the midfield. 
Vogts says, *I am playing to my 
strengths and as we have good 
midfielders, I use them." Thomas 
Hassler or Andreas Moller, play in the 
hole behind the central striker and 
link up with Klinsmann when 
required. Italy also uses this fomalion, | 
with Roberto Baggio, moving forward ' 
frequently to assist the lone 
front-runner Guiseppe Signori. 

But this is nothing new. Four years 
before in the '90 World Cup, the 
Italian manager Azeglio Vicini, had 
Toto' Schillaci as the lone 
front-runner with Baggio playing just 
behind him. In the 1990 Final, 
Argentina had Gustavo Dazottl as the 
lone forward with Maradona linking 
up with him. Norway, with Jostein 
Flo, Republic of Ireland with either 
Tommy Coyne or John Aldridge, 

JiMrMn Klimmann: hit uncanny knack of | 

tcoring goals troni virtually aiiywboro in | 

andaraundthopanaltylioxliBtoiavalaii I 

him into ttio ranks 

PHILIPS i 


STRIKE FORCE! 

USA '94 saw the eclipse of the complex 
strategies framed by the coaches and 
marks the return of the individuals...,the 

strikers! 





I Brazil lias dune sointihing sinnl.i! 

I ai ihf t urtciil World cdi). Realising 
j ihai agents 

I disiracicd players ai Malta vo wiih 
I liu latiee oilers troin 1. iiroiiean clnlis, 

' Paireiro has liaiirii'd negoiiaiions ol' 

J individual eoiilratis dining itie W'orld 


Cameroon with David Entire are I he 
other teams which use a lone striker 
In the 1994 World Cup, many 
teams have reverted to iiaditionai and 
what is welcome, attacking 
lormatioiis. Brazil play m a 4-4-2 
lorniation, with Romarioaiid Behelo 
upfront Argentina fluctuates horn 
4- 't-1 to 4-4-2.'I'hey use three 
lorwatds in Gabriel Batistuta, Claudio 
Caniggia and Abel Balbo who olten 
lalls deep to assist the inidlield. 
Switzerland also uses two lot wards 


namely, Chapuisai and Adiiai) Kiiup. 
Nigeria have started with striker 
Rashidi Yekitii and winger Daniel 
Amokarhi. Belgium, Holland and 
Sweden all useihe4-4-2 loimaiion. 

The signilicani leatuie ol the '94 
Woild (.iipisthe teturii ol the 
individual. (' oatlies are realising ihete 
IS no magii in systems and are basing 


Hristo Stoichkov; his talents have flowered 
in Barcelona under Cruyff s strict 
supervision end he is Bulgaria's mainstay 


i their teams on brilliant individuals. 
This is especially true ol the two most 
imjiressive teams, Brazil and 
Argentina: Their coaches.Parreita of 
Biazil and Basile of Argentina try to 
create an atmosphere of tranquility 
and optimism to jitirge the players of 
their tension and anxieiy This was a 
l)lo> siucessftilly used by wily Italian 
hiizoBear/ol m the 1978 and f 982 
World Cups Bear/oi ensiled an 
atmosphere of uluindtc naguardo" 
\ or serene calm, achieved by banning 
I mischievious journalists Ironi the 
j trainingcanii), exic;)t lorolhcial press 
i 'conlerences Eormations were 
i evolved lo suit the playing strengths, 
j which allowed jilayers like Matvo 
! 1'ardelli, Bruno Conn and I’ao'o itossi 
! loflouiish Italy weie fourth ii! 78 
! and champions in'82, 


Brazil has also 
adjusted their style to 
suit the 

temperamental 
genius of Romario. He 
plays a hovering role 
upfront but strikes 
like greased lightning 
when he gets the ball. 
Bebeto plays the 
roving forward on 
both flanks. Together 
they make a lethal 
duo that can throw 
any defence off gear 




Goikoatxm is without any douht one of the 
best strikara hi the business 


Cup. Alfio Basiie has moulded his 
team to revolve around the strengths 
of Diego Maradona. The football 
legend has supposedly shed 26 
pounds or 12 kilos in order to be fii for 
the World Cup. However, he is still 
slow and not in peak physical 
condition. But as Basiie says, 
■'Maradona is our psychological 
weapon. Others are scared of him. So 
we use him the best we can." 

Argentina uses a flat back four with 
only left back Jose Chamot 
oveilapping. In rnidlield, Diego 
Simeone plays defensively to allow 
Maradona to play upfield, spraying 
passes with his magical left toot. 
Fernando Redondo is the midfield 
dynamo, always available for a pass, 
closing down on opponents and 
covering lots ol space. Amongst the 
three forwards, Abel Balbo is the work¬ 
horse, falling back to assist m midfield. 

These adjustments are made to 
allow Maradona lo play in an area of | 


about 30 square metres in the centre 
of the field from where he directs play. 
The tactic has clicked for Argentina. 
They have shed their image of being, 
ultra-defensive, conservative and 
sterile to a shrewd attacking team. 

Brazil has also adjusted their style of 
play to suit the tempeiamental genius 
of Romario. He plays a hovering role 
upfront but strikes like greased 
lightning when he gets the ball. 
Bebeto plays the roving forward 
operating on both the flanks. Pareirra 
says, "So what if Romano docs not 
work. He keeps the opposing 
defenders so scared, they do not 
overlap." Romano of course is 
unique. His distinctive predatory 
instincts resembles some of the great 

Pierluigi Catiraght: the Italian playt in the 
gap betwaan Signori on the left and 
Donadoni on the right 


strikers of the recent past, Gerd 
Muller, Paolo Rossi and Gary Lineker. 
But Rossi and Lineker relied on speed 
of thought and movement to score. 
Romario is, however, more skilful 
than all of them. His quick thinking, 
reflexes, close control, astonishing 
ball skills in evading a marker arc 
almost magical. 

Parreira says, "Players like Romario 
are rare and so wc must play to his 
strengths. Others like Leonardo, 
Mauro Silva and Zinho can do the 
running." 

It is also welcome to see that wing 
play is back in fashion. Holland has 
used Bryan Roy on the left and Gaston 
Taument on the right. Nigeria uses 
Daniel Amokachi on the right and 
Kmmanuel Amunike drifts in front 
from the left flank, like Martin Peters 
did for England in the 1966 and 1970 











Stephan Cbapuital it tha orcbastrator of 
Swiss attacks and has contributad a lot to 
tha rasurgenca of tha gama in hit country 

World Cups. Saudi Arabia's Saetrd 
Owairan has also impressed with his 
skill and crosses from the flanks as has 
Spain's Andoni Goikoetx/ia who 
doubles as an attacking midfielder- 
cum-tvinger. Creditably coach .Javier 
Clemente allows him a more creative 
role. With his sharp control he creates 
havoc from the right flank. The 
legendary Pele says thatGoikoetxia's, 
goal against Germany, a curling right 
footer to the far post is the best in the 
tournament so far. Italy also allows 
Signori to attack from wide on the left 
and Donadoni plays wide on the right. 
Baggio or Bert) or Casiraghi or 
Massaro move into gaps in the centre. 
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The significant 
feature of the '94 
World Cup is the 
return of the 
individual. Coaches 
are realising there is 
no magic in systems 
and are basing their 
teams on brilliant 
individuals 



Switzerland astutely coached by 
Englishman Roy Hodgson hilly utilise 
the attacking instincts of midfielders 
Alain Sutterfrom the left and Ciriaco 
Sforza on the right Bebeto, Caniggia 
and Bulgaria's Hristo Stoichkov 
epitomise the modern forward, 
comfortable on the flanks and also 
operating as a central striker. And 
Caniggia's speed is as potent as it was 
in Italy four years ago On the other 
hand Bebeto’s speed of thought, deft 
touches and passing activate others in 
play and Stoichkov is moody but 
devastating with his shooting and 
control. 

Coaches nave thus heeded FIFA's 
countless pleas and encouraged 
attacking players, to play their game 
Novy Kapadia, San Franciso^ 














In keeping with the total 
shift from tradition in 
this World Cup, most 
countries have gone in 
for the new- look in 
uniforms. Some of them 
are a little different, but 
others have made 
radical changes 


W ASN'T it obvious from 
the very beginning 
that tins World (;uj> 
was bound to be 

different After all this one was tieiiig 
held in the Unitetf States of Anierica 
where people love a sliow. Little 
wonder then that soccer, so steeped in 
tradition, is looking a bit different at 
this World Cup 

With the World Cup comes 
international exposure, which in 
modern sports mean more money. 
And that is why many teams in this 
tournament are taking the 
opportunity to sport new- look 
uniforms, some a little different but 
others fiavc made radical departures. 

The economics is very simple. Most 
federations made a lucrative financial 
deal with manufacturers to wear 
lersies manufactuied by them Apart 
fiom the money that comes with the 
deal, the manufacturers also design 
and supply the kit. 

PHILIPS The red. black and yellow 
■■■■■■■ tlashet arranmd in a diamond 
-M' pohern on the German jarsies 
actually repretont the wingspan 
of the eagie: the German 
* faderetion’s insignia 
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Look closer and you will find the 
words Adidas, Diadora, Umbro and 
Lotto printed in front ofjeisies the 
teams arc wearing. That is because ii is 
not the organisers of the tournament 
but rathei the individual federations 
who enter into contracts with these 
firms. And the idea ol using the World 
Cup to change the jersies is more than 
|ust a fashion statement, the changes 
are mainly driven by the respective 
federation's desire to increase 
revenue. With the change in unilorms 
comes fans willing to pay money to 
buy the new shirts, a portion ol the 
money going to the federation. 

It IS not terribly surprising, what 
with global marketing, that World 
Cup unitorm shirts—^known as 
'stripes' in liuropean soccer parlatice 
even though most don't leally have 
stripes on them—are fashionable 
even in America. Thousands and 


ss 

In Chicago, it has 
almost become a 
trend to walk around 
in the new German 
outfits that have the 
red, black and yellow 
slashes arranged in a 
diamond pattern 
across the shoulder. 
These are supposed to 
represent the 
wingspan of the eagle 
in the German 
federation's insignia 

ff 


thousands ol spectators have filled 
Stanford Stadium as Brazil wannabes 
dressing in the tradilimial yellow. 
Though there are many Brazilians and 
Brazilian-Americans in the crowd, 
lust as many people from other 
backgrounds are jumping on to the 
happy Brazilian bandwagon. 

In Chicago, it has almost become a 
trend to walk around in the new 
German outfits that have the red, 
black and yellow slashes arranged in a 
diamond pattern across the shoulder 
These are supposed to lepresenl the 
wingspan of the eagle in the German 
federation's insignia. 

A lot of teams like Sweden, Norway 
and Bulgaria have retained thi-'r 
traditional colours but these are 

The Italians did not change thair 
classical 'azzuri' Mue but bad 
Giorgio Armani design their 
warm-up suits and street gear 




.’ir.iiifjivJ dilJfjt'iiily vviih ihrcc stripes 
commit off from both sides from ihe 
w.tisi poiiiK-d towards [lie chest 11 
yon notice carefully, they form the 
design of the three Adidas stripes And 
d I well'to wear the Arfteiitine jersey I 
[III ked lip in lialy fom years ago, an 
observant [lerson would oolite that it 
is not the latest one, because at this 
VAAiild ('up the traditional sky blue 
and vvhile verlual stripes are 

The Bulgarian jersey (white) looked totally 
different with three stripes coming off from the 
WBist pointed towards the chest 


sejiaraied by thin black and while 
strijies 

Tile Italiatisof course wereii ( going 
loehangeiheirtlassiealblue lest they 
lose then nii knaiiiejmeaning 
blue) Vei ifiey i(>o ncie noi leli oui ol 
Ihe lashion laie While Inailoia still 
provnded them with the siandaul 
ay/t//-/hides, tlie leeendaiv tialiaii 
designer (oorgio At mam dev ked the 
li*am oui with stylish vvatni iijis and 
sireei wear Sujitismglj ilie Italians 
wore liieir aliernaiive whin lersies 
and blue slioris m tlie hrst ni.ilth 


against Ireland. They (juickly went 
bac k to their original blue for then 
next games and managed to qualify 
lor the knockout stage. 

I he Amencdiis of course made the 
niosi ladieal changes Allhougti 
lelened to as ihe stars and stiifies, the 
jersey is a denim blue with a swath of 
white stais of varying sizes diagonally 
arranged across the righi chest. It's the 
kind of slmi yon could weai loa [laiiy, 
il you leiilace ihe red shorts wiih a jviii 
i>f jeans 

AjijiarenilY, 'I't re was an 







understanding between liie various 
federations that this was an 
opportunity to do something 
dillercnt. "Anything to give I his game 
another life, not a new Iile but another 
liie", says one executive horn Adidas, 
USA. 

Of course, there was a price to pay tl 
you intended strutting around tlie 
streets with the official shitts on Tfiey 
were being liawkeci at souvenii stands 
from anything between $6S and $75. 
The only national team shin not 
available lor sale is Nigeria's —vvliuli is 




based on a authentic African 
print—because the country's national 
federation waited too long to 
determine a design for Adidas to 
market it. 

The othei jersey wtnch is hard to get 
istlieClolomliianone. No, not because 
tlic'y did miserably but because their 
spanking new uiiilorms and kit 
supplied by Uinbro at a c ost of $ 50,000 
had fieen stolen before the* team evc’ii 

The Swedes, like the Bulgarians have also 
gone in for the three stripes .Actually the 
stripes form the design of Adidas 


The Italians of course 
weren't going to 
change their classical 
blue, lest they lose 
their nickname 
'azzuri'. Yet they too 
were not left out of 
the fashion race. 

While Diadora 
provided them with 
the standard azzuri 
blues, the legendary 
Italian designer 
Giorgio Armani 
decked the team out 
with stylish 
warm-ups and street 
wear 


loll loi the World Cnp While there 
wasn't anyone wearing the ni'w 
outlits in the U.SA, thete were many 
who weie walking aiound the stteets 
o( Hogoia wearing ilu* originals wfiic !■ 
tliey tiad bought at sports shops. Ttie 
C'olombian players were originally 
supposed to take ISjersies each, but 
only got six a piece. That wasn't a 
ptobleiri since they could have 
changed then jetsiesat liall time in 
each of tlien matches they played in 
the lonrnameni. 

And if you were gunning fora 
Cameroon jersey tiien you should be 
careful, because even tlie 
mainifactnnng conijianies were 
hesitant to touch them Memories of 
Cameroon's appe. ram e at the last 
World Cnj), with jilav'ts within the 
same team wearing shins and shoiis 
of diflerent brands despite contiactnal 
commiinienis. seemed Input Adidas 
and the test ofl. The Saudis of ccnirse 
like to do things then own way. They 
actually pure/lasecf then kit with no 
commercial strings aitacned. 

If that was |ireciiciabk', then guess 




The misfoiiune of the Colombians started even 
before they landed in the U.S. All their jersies 
got stolen in Colombia itself 

vvliat luippciicil to llio Russian loisics 
that wtTf sfiii lot ilio inandatoiy 
approval to FIF-A hclorc tho World 
Cup ’ Tho projiosal ol ilif lotini'i 
(oiiimunists-turiu’d tapitalists was 
it'H'Clod In-caiisf itic white shirt had 
an cnlarjtfd Reehok lono slashi-ii 
ai ross I ho shouldi'is Unliko the 
Adida- thre- stiipos, wliioh as a 


rogisioiod desiKn-ooiitcpt ralhoi tliaii 
a trade nwtk do not eontravene the 
preiise ITFA refjulations even when 
lnle^;ratcd dimensionally over 
shirts and shorts, the inagnilied 
strokes ol the Reebok lo^o j:ot the red 
rard and the shirts went back to the 
drawiiift board lor revision. In lact, 
FIFA's advenisinj; provisions lor the 
teams are extremely stru t and deal 
with jiiayers outfits, si/e ol logo ol 
sponsors, equipment on the jilaying 
heneh— laiiging hoin the ice pail and 


the soli drinks to the flasks and 
physio's kit—and even what can and 
cannot be used at training grounds. 
Dining the 1090 World Cup, lines lor 
the bleach ol advertising provisions 
and disciplinary lines, which go to the 
Fair I’lay Fund, exceeded $400,000 
Maybe this lime, the funds ought to 
go to ihe cause that the Norwegian 
team captain Rune Bralselfi 
efiampioned 11 you wanted a jersey ol 
any player all you had to do was ask 
Bratseth and he would sell you one 




Hr tollcctcd as many players' jersies as 
he amid lay his hands on and sold 
them usiny. the money lo cosiirilmte 
to a foundation he had set up for 
children's charities. When one 
desperate Mexican Ian asked lor the 
llLiKo Sanchei'jersey Bralseth had 
collected after Mexico lost to Norway 
0-1, Bratseth traded lor it. "You want 
this shirt Make a bid lor it," he said. 
In fact, Norway's players after their 
elimination from the tournament 
pledged lo sell all their uiiilorms to 
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During the 1990 World 
Cup, fines for the breach 
of advertising provisions 
and disciplinary fines, 
which go to the Fair Play 
Fund, exceeded $400,000 

4f 


Tha nation that won fans from all over. It was 
not just the Brazilian supporters who dressed 
up in the Brazilian colours. Many fans from 
other countries also joined the bandwagon 


heljt raise funds. That was really cool. 
II1 had just been eliminated Irom the 
tournament having lost only one 
game by a 1 -0 margin, 1 would have 
jirobably lost my shirt 

Andy O'Brien 











T HERI- die two 

schools ol thoiighi 
that lonliiuiously 
dehaie over the 
nature of the game ol 
loolball. Actording to 
some, lootball is sheer 
poetry, an uninhibited 
expression ol the joy ol 
t reaiion. To others, it is 
gnx etned b>' sheer logic 
and SUM scu'iiliiu 
pniu iples 

'file oLilcome ol this 
debate will always letnain 
incotulusive, but ii is 
undeniable thai niodein 
technolog\ has opened up 
new possibilities 

PHILIPS 

WorUCup 94 

0 % 
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The extra spin and swerve of 
the Questra' ball has made it 
difficult lor tfie goalkeepers 
to grip the ball or anticipate 
itstraiactory in the air 

conieriuiig this game 
The World taij) which 
was held at USA, this year 
wasa iruirnph ol creative 
technology Adidas, the 
sjioris goods 

manulactuimg giant and 


maker ol Woi lii C up balls 
since 1 ‘t70, lias made a 
new ball called the 
'Questra'. Questri wan 
oiiiheld player's delighi It 
botiiues highet, flies laslei 
and swerves iiioie than any 
ol itspredccessois 

The basic dimensions ol 
a lootball maniilactured 
anywhere m the world 
i must meet the lollovving 


The Questra ball has proved 
FIFA's slogan ‘go for goals' 
into a truism 

criterion laid down by 
I H A The circiimlereuce ol 
the ball should be no more 
than 28 inches and no less 
than 27 inches. They must 
weigh no more than Id 
ounces, nor less than 14 
ounces at the start ol the 
match, the air itressuie 
must range Irom 0 6 lo I. I 
bar 5l sea level (1 bar is 
equivalent lo 1 Slbs per 
siiiiarc inch). 

The Questra tils all these 
legulations and yet 
manages to incorporate a 
new knowhow wiitiin the 
Iramework ol the exist mg 
[larameiers. The extra 
c|iialily added by Adidas to 
the Questla have been at 
the behest ol FIFA, who 
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w.inlcd the (jcmic lo be 
siK ivssliilly m,itk<’U J 111 
tlif Unitfii Si, lies and also 
Id iiiiii-asc’ till' niirnliiTof 
Koais 

The irnidvaiioMs iiitliidc 
an (*xlia layer in ilie lasmi; 
oflhehall Tli'',cxtia 
nishion helps the Irnriiline 
player lo leel' ilie Pall 
bciiei And the l)<ill iraveK 
I S% lasier The halls spins 
about 660 levoliiliotis pei 
minuie and r ills ihrounh 
an resisianee sharply Ii 
also has a iiolyi-ihelene 
loam wliiih minimises 
energy loss due lo 
delormaiion ol ihe ball 
during.! kick 

The Questra has 
produced speciaculai goals 
in the recently concluded 


World Cup The goals 
scored by Cheorghe Hagi of 
Kornania, TTii Wynaldaof 
ih'- USA, and (loikoetvia of 
Spam aie cases in poini 
The goalkeepers, on the 


other hand, were an 
unhappy lot and then 
outbuists of sheer 

ilisencliamment—thanks 
toiheball -diecamean 
iniegial pan ol the 
lompeiiiion Pat Itonnei, 
ol ihe Republic ol Ireland, 
has said, "This ball goes 
lasier tban other balls and 
sweives as well It is an 
esira problem fm ihe 
goalkee|)ers when ihe 
players ol ihe ability lhat 
we have here, strike the 
ball, it can really fly " The 
brilliant Belgian custodian, 
Mithel Preud'homme 
echoing the same 
sentiment said, "The ball is 
dilfeieni lioin previous 
compeimons It is smaller 
and comes lasiet at you 
The goalkeeper has to 
adaitr " 

The halls had already 
iiavelled a long way,beloie 
the likes ol Romario, 

BatisiIlia, S.timas and 
Yekmi had got a chance to 
kick them They were' 


Ctuckwtsp SDir. Of ft huH fokrs pitici- bccaissc 

a) II airflow is from noith to south, iherefote 
dclleciion lakes plate mwaids the east. 

b) II airilow is from east to west, therefore deflection 
take's place towards the soi.ii ■ 

c) II airflow IS from west 'o e,ist: theieloie the 
deflection takes place towards the north. 

d) II airflow ts from south to north; therelore the 
dellection takes place towards the south. 

For all anticlockwise spin, the dellection isreveised 

The swerve of the bait depends on the 
following; 

a) Spin 

b) Air-flow 

c) Wind speed 

d) Angle 

It must however be borne in mind that all these four 
components drastic ally vary from time to lime and 


With the newly 
introduced 
Adidas 'Questra', 
strikers at the 
World Cup had 
a party and 
goalkeepers, a 
nightmare 


designed m (.ermany, and 
made m Fiance and itieie 
were 52 panels, seven 
more than the balls used 
rc'gtilailv m the United 
Slates, which were finally 
siiic'hed together m 
Pakistan 

Another new addition to 
ilie aimoiiry of the 
footballer is a boot 
designed by Adidas It has 
ridges loi belter grip and 
this imparts more sitin to 
thefiall The strikers and 
dc'ad-ball sit nation 
specialists, like Ronald 
Koeinan, Nicola Bern, Alan 
(icigerand Aiidrc-as 
Hrehme have already 
denionstiaied lhat this 
type ol boot has come to 
slay The extraordinary 
leatiiie about this boot is 
that the toe has a special 
rubber With iidgesand this 
ensuies the minimum of 
eric-rgy loss, due lo 
absorption. This hoot is 
aptly called. The Predator'. 

No wonder, with the ' 
Questra balls and Predator . 
boots, the stiikeis are 
having a ball ol a lime • 







(RE)BORNINTHE 

B B m From some of the poorest countries in Africa and 

B B Asia, come some of the most talented footballers. 

%ir mm USA '94, they have made a suitable impact 


I T wouldn't <omf as a nasty 

surprise for anyone to see Roger 
Milla as the central protagonist, if 
Alex flalcy had’written the 
modern-day version of 'Roots'. Tor 
that matter, the struggle of Cynic 
Makanaky or Rashidi Vekini, to attain 
prominence could well have been 
chronicled by black wnteis, lames 
Baldwin or Langston Hughes, had 
they been alive today 

The saga ol Alrican lootball has 
always been an incessant light over 
seemingly insurmotmtable odds. And 
no wonder, the Alrican nations who 
performed at USA '94 not only 
ie|iresented theaspiiationol the 
entire populace but weie also playing 
toilrive homi a point—^ihat then days 
ol subjugation were over 


Alrnan football has progressed by 
leaps and liounds Gone are the days 
when Zaire got whipped 9-0 by 
Yugoslavia m 1970 and Morocco 
played negative soccer m 1970. 
However, line performances by 
Algeria m the '82 World C.uj) and 
Cameioon in Italia. '90 changed all 
that. The Africans had truly airived. 
Today, the future of Alrican lootball is 
bright Nigeria and Ghana have won 
three out of five U-17 World 
Championships, held under the aegis 
ol FlTA,and have come second iwice 
The same countries respectively took 
silver in the U 20 level in '89 and 
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Nigsria's Samson Siasia in 
action during tha ioague match 
against Bulgaria which 
the Africans won 









NigariB stunned everyone when they 
moved into the second round. A Nigerien 
fan trumpets his team's performance 

ttdiiiing. sdjul practice etc And 'j'Ci, 
despite these drawbacks, they lias’e 
now made an impart at the 
mteiiiaiional level, especially in the 
Fiiropean leajme Today, the names ol 
Abidi Pele, Kahisha Bwalya, Bruce 
Grobbelaar, Francois dman Biyik, 
Miisiapha Hadji, Rashidi Yekini, 
Gei>rt;e Finidi, Daniel Amokacni and a 
host ot others, arc regarded with great 
esteem 

These players are regarded as 


heroes in ettuntries where there is 
very little to cheer about. Poverty, 
widespread illiteracy, and stagnant 
incomes have piisned these countries 
down the ectinomic ladder. So, it isof 
no surprise that Alrican supporters go 
berserk when their countries play 
football For them, excellence in 
lootball enables the teeming millions 
to forget the dreadful misery of 
poverty A verv sitting sense of 
nationalism, brotherhood and 


IS a watershed 
ylHir lor African football 
decades of 
iChbl^ng. they finally 
reatised their dream of 
seeing three teams 
reorienting the 
COiittOent in the World 


And that is mil alb the Zambian 
learn regrouped after a fatal ait crash 
at Gabon and put up a lion-hearted 
perlorniance, missing tpialilicaiion 
for the final rouml by a whisker 
T he astonishing iaci of African 
lootball is tliai they tiave learnt then 
basics undet apiiallmgcirtiimsiances 
Theircountries liave litilc Ol no i 

inlrastiuciiire to piomole ilie game. £ 
In laci, they lack things which are 1 
lakeil lor giaiiled !■! hiirope regiilai ; 
pliysiotheiapy, mieiisive weigh! - : 
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caniaradcru- prevails among African 
couniries because of football. For 
example, the whole of Afiica 
supported Cameroon during Italia 
'90. And when Alrican sides gel 
eliminated, instead of supporting 
buiopean teams, the support goes to 
Brazil, Uruguay, ,Argemina or 
C.olombia 

1994 IS a watershed year lor Alrican 
lootball. After decades of lobbying, 
they finally realised their dream ol 
seeing three teams rcprescntmg the 


comment in the World Cup. It is true 
that Furope with 1 ^ ol the 24 teams in 
USA '94 IS still the dominant force but 
Africa, or for that matter, Asia, tan no 
longer be regarded as pushovers 
Asian sttccer has also progiessetl, 
keeping up a steady pace Fine 
perlormances by Saudi Arabia, and 
South Korea in USA '94, the 
overwhelming success of the 

Saeed Owairan of Saudi Arabia scored one 
ol the great goals of USA '94 in a group 
match against Belgium 


J-League in Japan and South Korea’s 
bid to host the World Cup in 2002 and 
the success of Korean players in the 
Hundesliga league m (jermany have 
siniwn comprehensively that Asian 
lootball IS in an upswing. The Asians 
who were an used ol mental 
weakness have shown enough 
lortiiude m USA to prove that the 
sobriquet 'minnows', attached to 
them, IS Inially redundant. 

Sotcer is a great leveller The 
etonomic bigwigs like .lapaii and 










South Korea's Hong Myung Bo scored two 
goals in the World Cup. By their spirited 
performance against Germany, they 
restored a lot of respect to Asian football 

founder lathers ol modern economies, 
to shame or somot Inn jj more than that 

In this context, ii is cleat that the 
days ol discrimmanon are over The 
stellar [lerformanccs ol Nipenans who 
excelled with their brand of 
possession soccer and short Inirsls ol 
speed, proved that lechiiKally, 

Ah leans arc not inlerior. Asians too 
exhibited astute technical perception 
and both Saudi Arabia and South 
Korea proved that they too are m the 
hip leapue. 

Thus, the Africans and the Asians 
have made their v oices heaid. A day 
will come when the lootballinp 
sons o‘ Kashidi Yekini and Majid 
Abdullah will be holding aloft the 
FIFA World Cup, thereby proving that 
every child, whatever be the 
continent, can reach from zilch to 
zenith and earn a place in the sun. • 











The light of the World Cup. 
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MONEY FOR NOTHING! 

The Cameroon football players were a pampered lot. Their unfair demands 
for money did not match up to the below par performances 


I N Italia '90, Cameroon came, 
played and toncpiered Tliey 
became the first African nation to 
reach the qunricr-fmals In U.SA 
94', Cameroon came, played and 
flopped. They came last m gioup 15, 
concedc'd 1 1 goals, the maximum liy 
any side in tfie first round Their I -6 
defeat by Russia is the biggest margin 
of defeat in this World Cup There was 
dissension and squabbling over 
money, likea Calciitita club before the 
transfer season. What hapjiened to 
the Indomitable I.ions, I he 
flag-bearers of African lootball"^ 
Stephen Tataw, the Cameroon 
skipi>er once said, "Some countries 
have gold Others have oil. In 
Carneroon, we have football ' Sadly, 
m the World Cup the "I.ions" weie 
like pussycats withotii the sparkle 
There is abundant football talent m 
Cameroon hut as goalkeeper Tlioriias 
N'korio said, "1. ike any Third World 
country, there is a shorilall in cash, 
facilities and organisation " 

Roger Milla, the 

oldest player to score a goal in the 
World Cup, explains the obsession lor 
football in his country, is evident in 
every sc rap ol spate land. Milla said his 
toui nanients were on a small 
makeshilt giound between the lire 
siat'onand cemetery watched by 
thousands ol spec tators in the Ngodi 
disiiK I In a soc lety untouched by 
video games and cable TV the boys 
spend hours playing football. Milla 
says he Slatted by "kicking a ball 
around the streets, often a stone 


philips! 
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Francois Omam Biyik waving 
to fans after Cameroon's 
drawn first round match 
against Sweden 


wrapped in banana leaves or a 
grapefruit wraiiped m rags " So talent 
is plentilul but cash is a real problem 
Finance was the cause ol Cameroon's 
debacle in USA '94 


Ol the 22-meiiiber Cameroon 
squad, ten play abioad and twelve at 
home There is little money for the 
home-based players. F.arnings from 
the club are about tSO or about Rs 







2,500 per week. (So monthly earnings 
arc about Rs. 10,000). The annual 
income from football of Stephen 
Tataw or Vivien Foe is much less than 
that of Krishanu l)ey. Swamp Das, or 
l.M. Vijayan. Many of the 
home-based players work as civil 
servants or in banks or as sports 
teachers to augment their income. Yet 
for Roger Milla it was moral strength 
and African pride which enabled 
Cameroon lo compete on equal terms 
with European and South American 
teams. But this time the lure ol money 
prevailed over national jiride. 





Peter Essoka, a Cameroon radio 
journalist, said that the foreign-based 
players in the squad developed a 
different attitude. “They are 
accustomed to graded bonuses and 
other lormsol financial incentives. 
They now demanded the same, from 
the Cameroon Football Federation." 
Essoka admitted that the lederation 
owed some money to the players 
However, he said that ihe 
government was facing a linancial 
crisis and hence cash could not be 
released to the national lootbail 
lederation Many goveininent 










Skippar Staphen Tataw: ‘In Camaroon, wa 
hava footbair'. But the team didn't sparkla 

employees had not been paid their 
salaries lor a couple of months, hsscika 
said that stringent conditions imposed 
by the Woild Bank and recession in 
woild trade lor Cameroon's exports 
like coflec, cocoa and bananas caused 
this financial crunch. The 
home-based players understood this 
acute jiroblem and wanted to ignore 
the demands for bonus 
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However, the foreign-based players 
insisted on their pound of flesh. Their 
leader was 39-year-old goalkeeper 
Joseph Antoine Bell, who plays for St. 
Etienne in France. Nicknamed Nelson 
Mandela for his glib tongue and 
negotiating abilities, Bell has a 
rebellious lernperament. In the 1990 
World Cup, he was benched on 
insiructii>ns from the national 
federation, for critical comments on 
the organisation of the game in his 
country. In this World Cup, he played 
the first two matches but then 
withdrew from the team Bell felt he 
was misunderstood T wasjusi asking 
lor our dues Our earning period is 
limited and we must make enough to 
live a satisfactory life. As 1 was 
misunderstood, I thought it best to 
withdraw and not play anymore for 
the national team. ' 

The major cause for contention was 
the bonus for a draw or win. Four 
years ago, each player got 3-million 
CFA fiancs (about $6,000) foi a win, 
and hall the amount lor a draw. Due 
to inflation the players wanted an 
increase as bonus lor ifie 1994 World 
Cup. The federation ofleted the same 
terms which were there lour years 
ago. Also some of the bonus money 
for tfie World Cup qualifiers and 
African Nations' Cup had 
unfortunately not been paid. To meet 
the players' demand, a sujiporters' 
fund was launched by frequent 
appeals on TV and Radio, ft was 
entitled, "A totich of the heart." 
C^ontributions came from 
unemployed people to army offtcets 
and directors Such was the appeal of 
the 'Indomitable IJons ' 

'Fills financial imbroglio led to a lack 
ol concentration and determination 
in the squad. 'I’liough skipjier Stephen 
Tataw, who plays for the local club 
Olympic Mvolye. put on a brave face 
staling the team was unified. 

However, factionalism was quite 

Cameroon cotobrale their first goal against 
Sweden. This was the only tie Mat they fought 
on equal terms 








apparent. The opposing groups, the 
foreign legion and the homc-hased 
players did not like each other. 
Approach play and team morale 
suflered greatly. French coach Henri 
Michel could do precious little to 
rectify the internal dispute. The 
passing was often inaccurate and the 
wonderful improvisation and lierce 
commitment, which were so evident 
four years ago was totally missing. 

However, the financial imbroglio 
probably caniouiiaged the appareiii 
weakness iti Cameroon's scpiad Then 
national federation had made little 
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elforib to prepare a proper team for the 
1994 World Cup. Seveial stalwarts ol 
the '90 squad likt Cyril Makanaky, 
.lules l-H'ins Onana and Beniamin 
Massing were too old lor tins World 
Cup. Others of the '90s(|uad like 
midfieldcis Thomas Libih and t rnilc 
Mbouh or defender Victor Ndim, who 
played in the '94 World Cup, were 
ovei the hill. 

Cameroon had twelve players Irom 
their'90 s()n.'’lthe current team Of 
ihenewcoie >, uly defender 
Rigsbort Song Bahong (received a red 
card vs Brazil) and dashing lorward 
David Hmbe who plays lor Belleneses 


ol Portugal were up to the mark. The 
other newcomers were raw and 
siucumbed to the pressures of the 
World Cup So Cameroon was really a 
team m transition Tfie younger 
players had yet to emerge and manyol 

Joseph Antoine Bell: Has a raballious 
tomperament 



Roger Milla: tha national fadoration must 
ganarate funds' 

the stalwarts were slowing down, 
hvpn defendei and skipper Stephen 
Tataw lacked tfie quick recovery of 
yore. His tackles were still tigerish hut 
he has slowed down 

Coac h Michel summed up well. 

"The World Cup came a year too eaily 
lor us. Our young players have the 
potential but were not yet ready lor 
the World Cup " Skipper Tataw 
agreed and said the talent was there 
but better organisation by the 
national tederaliori was needed 
Alter all, Cameroon did not (luality 
for the final rounds of the African 
Nations' Cup at Tunisia last March,so 
evpecfmg too much Iroin them at the 
US World Cup was not rtght, Nigeria's 
Dutch coach Clemens Westerhol 
rightly said, 'Cameroon is in a state of 
transition, A generation of players is 
ageing and the young ones have yet to 
grow up," Hopefully, C^anieroon will 
not be a flash in the pan In modern 
lootball, just raw talent is not enough 
As Roger Milla says,lhe national 
federation must generate funds, and 
b( more pioiessional in organtsational 
matters 

Now Kapadia, San Francisco 










India defeats Brazil in the World Cup. A dream sequence.... 


New‘;lteni: The rough, tough world ol 
Australian Rules football is agog. 
Player Russel Prowse was sent off and 
severely reprimanded for daring to 
kiss an opfwnent flush on the lips. 


L ittle did soccer fans in our 
country realise that this small 
news item would create a 
revolution in Indian football. 
Because when national coach 
Badshah Bandar read it, he realised 
that there was no longer any need to 
monkey arountf. Here was a new 'kiss 
and St un' technique waiting to be used. 

"After all," he told the Indian 
players, "if you can't beat them, you 
might as well kiss them. " 

When the Indian team played a 
friendly match against Burma, he put 
his new 'kiss and stun' technique into 
play. As the Burmese players moved 
towards the goal with the ball, the 
Indian defenders charged and aimed 
for the lips. The Burmese players were 
so stunned, that they lost control of 
the ball and the attack fizzled out 
Unfortunately, after a few minutes, 
because of India's traditional traits of 
no attack and porous defence, tlie 
Burmese players managed to recover 
and they scored their usual quota of 
12 goals. Badshah Bandar was 
unfazed. 

"I want the blackest, the ugliest and 
the most dirtiest footballers in the 
country," he said. Then, with the 
encouragement of the All Bharat 
Football Federation, he scoured the 
country for talent. * 

He discovered a black man from th^: 
forests ol Karnataka. 

PHILIPS 


WortdCup 94 


"My name is Inderan Manderan 
Vijaypath," the black man said, "I am 
a descendant of Sipu Tultan. I am 
ready to offer my services to Indian 
football." 

"What we need is some lip service 
from .you," Badshah Bandar said, as 
he signed on the tall, thin jilayer. 

Deep in the ravines of the Chamba!, 
Badshah Bandar came acioss Chan 


ll 


Nahi Karta Singh. The latter sat under 
the shade of a solitary tree and was 
cleaning his gun. 

"I am the Chambal's best dacoit and 
I have a bath once every six months. 
How do you like the smell?" Chan 
Nahi Karta Singh said, as he raised 
both his arms and exposed his armpits. 

"Underarm tactics, " coach Badshah 
Bandar just about managed to utter. 


hi&h heeled 

MWP/^JAG 


I? 

ifrr: 


11 


A- .1,' ' 

4 
















42 






before fie slipped to die desert floor iii 
ti dead faint. 

The dacoit laughed and said, ‘You 
call yourself a Badshah, niy dear 

Bandar, hut you can't withstand the 
scent from niy armpits f’lay, it looks 
like you prefer ThcSa-nt A 
Woman Anyway, here are some 
smelling salts!" 

Then Vilas Giiruiig of the Nepal 
Terai was selecTed because ol liis 
mouth odoui The last time he 
brushed his teeth was when famous 
loot bailer P.M Ran was a toddler and 
was jilaying with his lavoui tie toy, a 
VIP suitcase 

So the team went into training and 
they werv- taught the latest'liposuctioii' 
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methods. They weie also taught how 
to put on lip gloss; how to lip read the 
opposition, how to smack their lips in 
delight when a goal was scored. And 
hnally, they were taught how to keep 
a stiff uppei lip, il they weie lacing a 
certain ilefeal 

Now, 111 order to see die future ol 
Indian lootball, 1 went to look into the 
crystal ball ol gypsy (luecn, Geena, 'I 
Love West Indian i,ri(.kei Bats' 

Nupla 

rtie 2002 A I) World Cu|) in lapan 
India, in one ol llie most astonishing 
sijrinises m the history ol the World 
(dip, had reached the ipiaiter finals. 
TIu'y were to play Hia/il The Indian 
Ians were tlnown into contusion. ITrr 
so long, they had her n sm li mad 
sn])|)orteis ol Bra/iland now all ofa 
sudden, most iinexpei ledlv, they 
wei e asked to sLippoi l tiu-ir own 
couni'-y What would ihey ilo ‘ Bui 
paiiioiism won ovei and nowtlic fans 
weie leverishly singing die leani song. 
Lr/rs/jiA on your inllar' 

Mean while, the Pinm-S/fi'iils 
loiiiiiienialor, Brian Langda snd, 

"The Indian Lip'liick has created a 
levi'lulioii III world lootball These 
Orienta! players do not needajiy skills 
in lootball leuause tlieii kiss and stun 
policy b.asaiieany sinmied many 
teams Also, in a bid lo seduce 1 he 
opposition, the Indians will be taking 
the held wearing high black stih no 
heels, instead ol the tiaditioiial boots, 
('oach Badshah Banclai told me ihat, 
"With stilettos we can become 
Frrdaiois It IS time to liven up the 
tiaclitional attiie ol ioeaballeis rtus is 
just a modest beginning on our part 
And now, ladies and gentlemen, the 
gre.ti Indian team has just walked out 
on to the pitch and the uu tch is about 
to start " 

But ol course, when the match 
started, there was really no match 
When the great Romario got the ball, 
and moved towai-.s the Indian lialf, 
all Cdian Nahi Karta Singii had to do 
was to raise his at ms Tlie fumes irom 
his armpits knocked Romario down 
Then G.N.K. Singh, with a delicate 
flick with his stiletto heels, passed the 
balltol,M Vijaypath The latter took a 


trooming shot from iO yards out and 
the goalkeeper was beaten hands 
down (1 -0), 

].M. Vijaypath raised his arms in 
triumph and said, "Now Saddam, you 
hear this. W/e Pollc Nakedndappa." 
(Translation ”! am tlie black mother of 
all footballers!') 

Meanwliile, the Indian spectators 
shouted themselves hoarse; "Ramba, 
not samba, ho, ho, fto. Ramba, ho, ho, 
ho " Indian cheerleaders, P.K., Chuni, 
Priya, wearing free blue Adidas 
leotaids, did handstands in the stand. 

Now Bebeio ftad tlie ball and he was 
immediately challenged by Vilas 
Gurung who piessed his inoutli on 
the lips of the Brazilian. The mou'iii 
odour created a brain concussion 
Bebeio slid into a coma 

"Don't |ilay C/ose Up," Vilas 
Gurung said, as Hebeto was taken out 
ol the held on a siretciier. 

The match continued India were 
on a roll Pnino Sporp^ coinmentator 
Brian Langda shc'uted "This is the 
greatest luiscl m the history of itie 
World Cai)) liidia is now In The 
Piciinc. There is no doubt that they 
are the cTo/'s of world looilrall. And 
although kissingts their iiolicy, they 
show Anylhinf; But Love Why, even 
(Verg'yrbotirslike Bangladesh have 
been annihilated 40-0. But India says 
that all this is For Your 
Enteriainnient At [iresent, alter 2000 
years, Indian football is en)oying The 
Wono'er Years " 

And so India won the match and 
moved into the semi hnals 
Linloriunaiely, at this very moment, 
there was a power c ut in the crystal 
ball. 

"This is a temjioiary power cut," 
gypsy Geena Nupta said, paring her 
nails, "but there arc other customers 
waiting outside, ‘so could you please 
conn- back later'>" 

Outside, a broad-shoitideled West 
Indian, wc-aring a white cap and 
cfiewing gum, was leaning against 
one ol the poles of the tent When he 
saw me. he smiled and offered the 
standard greeting ol all gyjisies. "Choli 
ke peer hay kyahai?" 


Shevlin Sebastian 



There’s lots In common 


between Philips Lighting 


& being awarded a penalty 


kick. Both brighten up 


your mood considerably. 






' F il wore up to .lurgi'ii 
Klinsmaiiti, he says he would 
linve spent this sumtiiei in the 
USA roaming the wilderness 
with a baekpai k and training shoes 
and at the same lime hrushing uii on 
his English That's because 
Klinsmann's two hobbies are learning 
new languages and hiking Well, he 
got one part ot his wish fiilhlled this 
suninier. ile was in the USA and goi a 
chance to practise his English The 
other part ot 

lO-yeai-old-Klinsmann's assigiimeiil 
here was lar more dilkiilt than 
trekking m the lulls, (ot on him lay the 
responsibility lo score 
(iermanv's goals so 
tliai the>’could try and 
letam the liile ttiey 
won lour yeais ago. m 
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Germany's one man 
demolition squad 
is not just a scorer of 
goals. He is also a 
man of many parts 


Italy. 

And he did his bit scoring more 
ilian eighty per cent of Germany's 
goals, including lour of the first five 
No one IS belter than Klinsmann in 
the role of the solci attacker, a part he 
has got accustomed lo because his 
team couldn't find a suitable partner 
for him up front Since the retirement 
ol Riidi Voeller, there were many who 


tried out 111 tandem with Klinsmann. 
Karl Hem/ Reidle has very 
iiKonsislent form and the others like 
Ull Kirsten and Andreas Thorn hadn't 
done any better. Klinsnwnn managed 
to carry the burden—though at limes 
111 ' misses as many as he scores—but 
always said that he would like help in 
aitac k. At the World Cup, he suddenly 
found a familiar partner in Rudi 
Voeller who was reactivated by coach 
Bern Vogts. 

In Ian, America seems to be a lucky 
place for Klinsmann. In the 1993 four 
nation US Cup which Germany won, 
Klinsmann was voted the most 
valuable player of the tournament 
sc oring four goals in three matches 
which included at least one in every 
game No wonder he is excited with 
the prospect of playing here after the 













At tiniM tha burden of scoring goals can 
bacoma too beavy for Klinsmann 

1996 European Championships, that 
is if ihe professional league is set up 
next year. 

Klinsmann began his career at the 
age of 17 with his local club Siutigart 
Kickers, moving on to the city's first 
division team VfB Stuttgart three 
years later. His delense splitting runs 
got him a national call when he was 
23—ironically against Brazil. That 
same year 11987| he was the league's 
leading scorer and two years later he 
was Germany's Footballer of the Year 
After that, he was signed up by Inter 
Milan for about $ two million. 
Klinsmann has always believed that 
he does not need an agent to 
negotiate his deals. The Inter Milan 
contract had his tee written into 
it—which meant he pocketed the 
entire amount -- and also guaranteed 
him a first-team place 

Together with his t wo othei 
German team colleagues, Lothar 
Matthaus and Andieas Brehme they 
won the Ul'FA Cup for their club m 



Off the field, 
Klinsmann is known to 
be an intelligent man 
with firm convictions. 
A sympathiser of the 
Green Party and 
Greenpeace, he is 
concerned about 
ecological and 
environmental issues 
and is worried about 
the high crime rate 
among the youth of 
today 



1991 after having bagged the World 
Cupa yearbelore that, hut alter two 
years, with the Italian club, 
Klinsmann found it tough to handle 
the passion and the resultant pressure- 
cooker atinosphe-' e that Italian 
football generates. Inter too weren't 
too happy with his eriatic 
performances and let htm go. 

"In Italy, thev ttiink a foreignei is 
too old if he Is 30. What a mistake," 
says the blonde striker. Klinsmann is 


Ju^en Klinsmann: Germany's main 
strika force 

known to enjoy a quiet iife and was 
probably a victim to ihe high profile 
Italian lootball scenario. "Football is 
big business in Italy, " he says, "but the 
money doesn't lead to success 
or enjoyment. I wanted 
a change, but the Italians couldn't 
understand it." 

So frustrated was Klinsmann that 






he contemplated giving up football. 
“There are other things in life beside 
sport," he had said at that time. At 26, 
he said he wanted to return to 
Germany to resume his university 
studies. But better sense prevailed and 
he decided to continue—but not in 
Italy. Leaving Italy allowed 
Klinsmann to tackle another foreign 
language, French, when he moved to 
play for Monaco, a club with polite 
crowds and an almost non-existent 
media. Now Klinsmann has left 
Monaco and is looking for yet another 
change after the World Cup, And 
judging by the way he has performed 

Klinsmann it one of the few footballers 
who hot not tuccumbad to the proasuras 


Being a tuccotsful atrikor Ilka 
Klinamann also meant that you are a 
marked man 

in America, he can be assured that 
there will be quite a lew clubs waiting 
to pick up Germany's golden boy. ' I 
could go to Spain," he says, “That 
would give me the opportunity to 
learn another language. " But rumour 
has it that he could return to Italy to 
replace his AC Milan bound friend 
Ruud Gullit at Sampdoria. "I like 
change, variety and mixing witii 
different people and cultures,” he says, 
explaining his wandering nature, “1 
love to travel, to experience the 
unfamiliar and the unexpected." 

Off the field, Klinsmann is known 
to be an intelligent man with lirm 
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convictions. A sympathiser of the 
Green Party and Greenpeace, he is 
concerned about ecological and 
environmental issues and is worried 
about the high crime rate among the 
youth of today. 

On the field though, Klinsmann is a 
predator, not the kind who stalks his 
victim just in front of the goal area, but 
one who attacks the goal with 
persistent runs down the flanks and 
through the centre. As one 
description put it: “Jurgen Klinsmann 
in full flight is one of the most exciting 
sights in soccer. He is the specialist of 
the long run from deep, his blonde 
hair flying, the ball at his toes, 
the pursuers desperately trying to 
catch up. Tackles from defenders are 
thrillingly hurdled and the run 








usually ends with a testing shot at 
goal.” 

Following his success in this World 
Cup, people have begun to draw 
comparisons with that other great 
German hit man; the 'blonde 
bomber', Gerd Muller 

Writes noted football writer Brian 
Glanville, "Again the comparison 
with his prolific predecessor Gerd 
Muller has to be made. Muller was 
sometimes criticised for doing little 
else but score goals, as if that were not 
the whole object of the game. He was 
the demon of the penalty area, now 
hooking in goals with either foot, now 
getting them with neat little headers, 
now spinning like a top to score. 
Klinsmann is faster, more athletic, 
more mobile, even if he will never 


beat Muller's amazing international 
scoring record.” 

But Klinsmann's undoubted 
scoring talents I2S goals in 60 
matches] have tn the [tast been tainted 
by his reputation ol being a master of 
'taking a dive'—that is falling over 
when coming into the slightest 
contact with opponents and 
exaggerating the effect ol (ouls to 
influence the referee. There is a story 
about a British commentator at the 
last World Cup who, when he saw 
Klinsmann shake iiands with a player 
after the match, commented, "That's 
the first time today that Klinsmann 
made contact with an opponent but 
has not fallen to the ground." 

Klinsmann defends it saying that it 
is merely a facet of his mental and 


physical commitment. But he is, 
according to English manager Terry 
Venables, "Far more controlled in 
what he does now. Before he was like 
a rag doll. Now he knows where he is 
going and is the epitome of front play. 

I never thought I'd say that about 
him." In fact, Klinsmann seems to be 
improving with age. "Four years ago, 1 
didn't think 1 would be around for this 
World Cup," he says "Nochance,! 
thought, the German team would 
have a whole new face. Instead we 
came here with a highly experienced 
and disciplined team with technically 
superb players." But one thing 
Klinsmann says is for sure, this was 
the lone raider's last ride in the World 
Cup. And what a ride it was! 
t^ndy O'Brien, New York 




Bar-Tenders 

Goalkeeping is a thankless profession. Here's why . 


EllIND every j;ieat leant 
3 there isan altsolitiely 
U appalling RiMlkeeper 
•41^ Discuss 

1 ant nut sure if we have seen a gieat 
leant at this Worlii (,u[i yei, hiii I am 
quite certain ahout goalkeeiters. 

When yon see a goalkeejtei give a 
perlorinaiue ol genuine 24-carat 
awlulness you have to wonclei aliout 
his liintiion in tlieteain. It surely can't 
be that ol keeping the scoie down 
1 ying in first place foi the wotsi 
goalie of the Woild ('.up so fat are 
.loseph-Aiitoine Bell, ol (.'ameroon, 
and Oscar ('.ordoba, of ('olontbia I'ooi 
old Bell was profoundly in error with 
both Cainerooii's goals in tfieir 2 2 
draw with .Sweden 
Every liack-posi ball had him allap, 
and the first goal tame when he 
allowed one ol these to sail over his 
head The second came from a 
rebound oil the crossbar, but il Hell 
had got an tnmte ol purchase on the 
initial shot, it would have gone lor a 
corner. Mind yon, that might have 
gone to the back post 

But Bell IS some kind ol elder 
statesman lor Cameioon He stood up 
lor the (tlayers m one ol tfie unending 
rows witfi the national lederation 
about payment, or rather 
non-})aynient, at the jnevious Woild 
( lip Because of tfiat, he spent all his 
time on the sub's liench. Perhaits that 
was the sectel ol the Cameroon 
success- no, too unkind. 

Bell accepted responsibility for both 
goals, but let himsell off at the same 
I line: ‘ rhe goalkeeper must always 
accejn lesponsiblity. ff he does not, he 
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Will get blamed anyway " Rut perhaps 
it IS Bell's position as the wise man of 
the (Cameroon side that is the [loiiu. 
Nobody (ould call ( oidob.iwise My 
hrsl ihongfil when 1 lie.ird that Rene 
■ Higtiiia was 111 lail was ih.n i olombia 
; miist nov\ have a chain I .il ibis Woild 
i Cu[) 


Higiiiia, von will lei all, had tiie silly 
habit ol siiolling up to ilie hallway 
line I wish C.I done that Von will, 

(iscai, von will 


I l-oMlie ( olo'iibian respinise lias 
i been io lind somebody still w'orse <i 
I keepc-i siill moie sc'll-t oustlously i 

crazy (.oicloba gave a spec lac iilar 
perlormanceol ovei-ihe top i 

ineptitude, miles liec one! bis area, | 

thestmgdocvn die tiall l.iy'iiig oil an | 
iiiimai ulate 40 y aid crosstield pass - - lo 
an opponenl, iiaitirallv Hewasliukv, 

] the letuimiig lob was a touch wide 

I I 

I w'lll let him oil lesponsiblity loi 1 
llagi'slob ihere IS no legislating lot ! 
gem us —but he w'as gi lesously at 
laiilt with the third goal, getting iiiio a i 
terrible tangle with the delcMidei and ] 
allowing a tap-m Wfiatthen.isthe 
lioiiil ol (.'oidobii ’ I 

Is he a talisman? f)o Colombians i 
leel comloitable only with an : 

eccentric goalie? Ol do the limitations j 
of the jiositiori oilend ihe Colombian i 
national instinct lor drama ’ Heic's a I 
thought |ictha|>s Higuita and c?ordoba. 
are the sanest goalkeepers m all 
Colombia 

Bad goalkeepers have stood up, oi 
fallen over, betiind many a 
memorably great team Most people’s 
favourite must be Gary Sprake, ol 
I .eeds United. Why did one of the 
best-organised sides of English 
footballing fiistory have ifits big. 


awkwaid galoot in goal'* 

With a real goalie, I ceds would 
probably have won anoilier cotqile of 
league tides. But under Don Revie, 

(iary Sptake's position was 
unassailable 

Many would put Bruce (irobbelaar 
m the same categoiy ol ciisastei, 
though not I Some goalkc'epers play 
to ac'oid mistakes (>iobbelaai set out to 
w III lootball mat( lies He went 
consisieiitly loi the catch and the 
counler- allack, never played lor his 
place 

Rut Ihere aie other goalkeepeis ol 
memoiable inconipelenci 
tonghloed, ol the great Dnic h team ol 
1974. and helix, lioni the siill greaici 
Brazilian side ol lout years earlier 

(hie IS eniiiled M snspec I lhai the 
mcompc iem goalie is a lai iical jiloy. 

It 1 lily the ondielders so millh they 
never allow die ball anywhere neat 
then I iwn goal 

Bui <1 good .itoalkeepet is a |ewel 
The mir.u le is liow they ever manage 
logel puked Bogdan Slelea, ol 
Romania, who had a blinder against 
( olombia, Ol Dmitri Khaim ol Russia 
and (.helsen, who had a terrific game 
against Brazil, making two oi three 
top-class savesanci restricttng Brazil to 
a penalty and an unanswerable spot of 
Romario 

ft comes down lo Ihe fac t that most 
managers are outfielders, and 
therefore do not have a clue about 
goalkeeping. Even at the higfiest level, 
there seems to be a haziness ol vision, 
a sloppmess ol thought, about the 
naiute of the goalkeeper's role. 

A goalkeeper is invariably a man 
misunderstood. But then a goalkeeper 
wouldn't have it any other way. 

That is what goalkeeping means. 

Simon Barnes 
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TOO MUCH 
ADO ABOUT 
NOTHING 

Granted that soccer is the world's most 
popular sport. But should it he a matter of 
life and death? 



W E thought we knew 
what pressure was. 
Then we learn what 
real pressure is about. 
We learn that 27-year-old Andres 
Escobar, the skinny central defender 
from the Colombian national team 
was murdered, riddled with at least six 
bullets, in his hometown, Medellin. 
W'e learn that in Colombia, one error 
in a distinguised soccer career can cost 
a player his life, in a parking kn 
outside a bar at 3 am. They shot him 
dead because he accidentally kicked 
the ball the wrong way. That is 
pressure. 

Escobar looked gaunt and 
shell-shocked after the match against 
the US in which he had scored an own 
goal as he tried to clear a crossing pass 
by John Harkes. A handseme. 
unflappable ma,n, Escobar refused to 
talk to reporters and walked sombrely 
to the team bus. 

Maybe, he already knew that he 
had made a mistake that could cost 
him his lile, m a country which 
treasures its soccer victories more 
than it treasures life itself In 
Colombia, drugs and violence arc as 
much a part of soccer as a corner kick 
or a throw-m. Drug cartels run several 
of the top soccer clubs and have 
influence over others. 

That IS pressure. 

Escobar played for Nacional with its 
well known lies to some of the most 
powerful drug families. Pablo 
Escobar, a drug dealer without equal 
and no relation to the footballer—^was 
known to have been the godfather of 
Colombian football until a shower of 
gunfire and there he was, a punctured 
corpse on a Medellin rooftop. 

For years, national coach Francisco 
Maiurana had been somewhat 
successful in keeping the mobsters at 
arm's length from his team. Yet, the 
team practised under armed guards. 
For even Maiurana and the team 
weren't immune from violence and 
crime. Hernana Dario Gome? had 
succeeded Maturana as national 
coach until a barrage of death threats 
made him step down to assistant 

Ram Higuita: an unaavnury connaction 
with drug trafRckan 
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When it comes to guarding 
territories, you need the right iight 
to watch the opponent's moves* 
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coach and Matiirana to coinc back 

When the team started winning 
enough, Maturana became powerful 
enough to keep his team clean'. Then 
this World Cup began and his control 
began to slip after the loss to Romania 
.Soon mofisters were taking Gabriel 
(iomez out of the lineup, calling the 
shots. Now, maybe even Maturana 
has to worry about his lile llis team 
didn't reach the second round. 

Tfiat is pressure. 

There have been other incidents 
related with soccer too. 

In l‘J84, when the then president of 
Nacionai and a friend of Pablo Escobar 
was extradited lo the US on money 
laundering charges, the league 
postponed all games in protest. 

Former Colombian goalkeeper 
Rene Heguita got out of prison in 
January after being held for seven 
months, for his ties with Escobar. He 
was charged with profiting from the 
release of a kidnapped girl—the 
daughter of a former associate of 


Escobar's—and failing to provide 
information about the abduction to 
the authorities. 

Higuita had helped with the girl's 
release and in return accepted a 
SSO.OOO tip from ihe lather. 

In the last one year, three players, 
one referee and one journalist have 
been on the list ol soccer-rclafed 
deaths in Colombia. 

That is pressure. 


We learn that in 
Colombia, one error in a 
distinguished soccer 
career can cost a player 
his life. They shot him 
dead because Escobar 
accidentally kicked the 
ball the wrong way. 
That is pressure 


Andres Escobar a tragic killing that has 
tarred the face of Colombian football 

rila has attempted to place the 
killing ol Andres Escobar in 
persjieciive It jirobably will 
eventually wash its hands off the 
mailer altogether. 

The murder is not soccer's fault. 
Nobody IS saying that. But, at least, 
some discussion ought to take place 
about banishing Colombia from 
international competition until it can 
guarantee the safety of its own players 
and coaches. 

When Escobar cleared into his own 
net on June 22, he rose from the 
ground almost immediately. There 
was no trace of horror on his face or 
impending doom. 

He kept playing but he was already 
a dead man. 

We did not fully understand about 
pressure. Escobar's pressure, until a 
few days later. 0 


Andy O'Brien. New York 
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Matthaeus might miss. 

Campos might miss. 450 high power lamps 
make sure the referee never misses. 
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THE END OF 
THE LINE 

Bulgaria and Sweden, after giant-kitting 
performances finally succumbed to class and 
pressure 


BY ANDY O' BRIEN, NEW YORK 

S O there it is, at last we have a 
four-time world champion. 
FIFA officials must have been 
seaetly keeping their fihgers 
aossed in the pockets of their dark 
suits hoping for a Brazii-ltaly Final. 
But the overachievers Sweden and 
Bulgaria did give the FIFA folks a few 
anxious moments. 

In the two matches held at the two 
extremities of this country, there were 
quite a few similarities. We had Sofia’s 
team (Bulgaria) vs Sophia's team 
(Italy, Sophia Loren posed for 
photographs with the Azzuri and has 
long been a football fan). We had the 
dancing Brazilians, always 
accompanied by their samba drums 
versus the Swedes who normally are 
not associated with dancing of any 
kind. 

For both semi-finals the opponents 
had national colours in common: both 
Italian and Bulgarian fans waved flags 
with red, green and white and both 
Sweden and Brazil feature yellow and 
blue on their flags. 

Both games also featured a world 
football giant against upstart 
pretenders. Yet, if popular opinion 
were based strialy on results, the 
Bulgarians having won four straight 
games ought to have been considered 
favourites. But because they didn't 
have history on their side, it was felt 
tha} if Bulgaria were to lose, it didn't 
really matter. If Italy lost to Bulgaria 
then it would. Many of the Bulgarian 
players persisted with hanging their 
caps on the old, 'the pressure's on the 
other guys' theory. It's a dangerous 
way of thinking because you end up 
convincing yourself that you 'don't 
have to win' afterall. And that's what 
might have happened because the 
Bulgarians walked on to the field at 
Giants Stadium emotionally and 
psychologically drained after their 

S w i Jaa'tTai— BraHafiiidi 
AMak hi Mm Braziliaii Mawa 
faMMMMbla. TW 


dramatic victory against Germany. 
The 50-1 outsiders had put two 
champs down (Germany and 
Argentina) but three, was one champ 
too many for them. Or maybe they 
were still recovering from their 
celebration hangover because reports 
had it that no rikya (Bulgarian plum 
brandy) was available in the whole of 
New York after the evening they beat 
the defending champions. The 
Bulgarian embassy, where the 
post-match bash took place, had also 
run dry. 

Perhaps the Bulgarians were 
satisfied with what they had already 
achieved, because not even the 
presence of their nation's President 


could shake them out of their stupor. 
Not having conceded a single 
non-penalty goal since tliey lost to 
Nigeria in their first match, Bulgaria 
succumbed twice to Italy in the span 
of five minutes. 

And what of Roberto Baggio ? 
Baggio truly let us down that day. The 
divine ponytail seemed to specialise in 
dramatic match-saving goals. But not 
that day. He didn't wait for any 89th 
minute dramas, closing the door on 
Bulgaria and putting an end to the 
match as a contest with three quarters 
of playing time remaining. But 
Italians, of course don't give a damn 
for climatic endings, because the 
Azzuri had given them a fair share of 



PINUPS 
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When it*s racing past Remarie, 
past Maradona, past Klinsmann, it takes 
one million watts to catch It. 



PHILIPS 

I HlHSHBBHBiH 

I WbrtdCupM'M" 



MEGAWATT SOCCER 
See it in the right light.With Philips. 
Official sponsor of World Cup *94. 






For UtcMwv mhI Ms BvIgariM tMMnalu. 
raacMiiglhe Mmi-fiiiatowatsoiiMtMiiito 
boast oboMt 

heart attacks throughout the 
tournament. Just as long as their team 
wins, the means did not matter. For 
what good is a semi-final of a World 
Cup if you are going to lose to 
Bulgaria? 

As goalkeeper Gianluca Pagliuca 
said, "Coming to the US and not 
reaching the Final of the World Cup, 
would be like going to Rome and not 
seeing the Pope." 

Now the Italian team have probably 
won an exclusive audience with His 
Holiness, who himself was a one-time 
soccer goalkeeper. With the kind of 
luck Italy had in the tournament, 
there might have been a possibility 
that manager Arrigo Saachi had made 
an appeal to the Vatican for extra 
prayers for his team. Yet the Roman 
Catholic manager was ready to "use, 
may be a gun" to stop Bulgarian 
Hristo Stoichkov from playing havoc 
with his defense. In the end ,he didn't 
have to because cither Stoichkov had 
forgotten his radar behind in the 
dressing room or had his mind on his 
mother who had been hospitalised 
while she watched her son rip the 
heart out of Germany. In the 
semi-final, he was eventually seen 
going out of his way and literally 
grabbing the ball to take Bulgaria's 
penalty to put his goal tally on par 
with Salenko of Russia. 

five hour fifty minute flight away 
in Los Angeles, the other star of 
the show, Romano, didn't need any 
special favours from the referee to 
make his mark against Sweden. All he 
needed was a high centre to head in 
the winner. It was ironical that the 
only goal of the match came with 
Romario jumping over the Swedish 
defence to nod home. It was afterall 
supposed to be the height factor that 
many had predirted would do Brazil 
in. It was believed that the Swedes' 
height advantage and their ability to 
play the ball in the air around the goal 
would test the Brazilian defense. 
Many had even punned about 'a 
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The Bulgarians walked 
on to the field at Giants 
Stadium emotionally 
and psychologically 
drained after their 
dramatic victory against 
Germany. The 50-1 
outsiders had put two 
champs down hut three 
was one champ too many 

44 

Swede smell of success', saying the 
Brazilians would find beating their 
opponents 'a tall order'. Funny that a 
team with a majority of players over 



six feet should eventually lose out to 
the leap of a man who is 5 ft six inches. 

Having held the Brazilians in their 
group game, the Swedes were content 
in defending and hoping they would 
come up with something. But there 
were just a few minor differences 
between the 1 -1 opening round tie 
played at the Pontiac Silverdomc and 
the sequel at the Rose Bowl. The first 
encounter was played with a roof 
overhead on a narrow field. The 
semi-final was played outdoors on a 
wrider field made for soccer. It was as if 
the natural surroundings in Pasadena 
which released the Brazilians from the 
bondage of playing in an anificial 
environment. 

Funny that the Swedes suddenly 
adapted a defensive posture, 
especially when they had done so well 
ui the tournament playing an open 
game. In fact, though the Brazilians 
were constantly praised for their 
'joyous' play, it was the Swedes who 
led the tournament in scoring till that 
point with eleven goals. And it was the 
Swedes who used more strikers — 
three—than anyone. But maybe 
history was against Sweden, for they 
had lost the 1958 World Cup Final to 
Brazil 5-2. Not a single member of the 
present squad were born by then and 
were actually shown a recording of 
that match before the semi-final. Not 
surprisingly, Swedish goalkeeper 
Thomas Ravelli, recognising Brazil's 
class, said before the semi-final, "It's 
like if we play them ten times we 
might just win twice." That day 
wasn't destined to be one of those 
times. And because of that, one 
gentleman in the stadium was 
particularly ecstatic. In 1958 as a 
I7-ycar old, he had scored two of 
Brazil's five goals in that Final. That 
day at the Rose Bowl, as he described 
the scene to his viewers, he danced in 
joy, while people zoomed in to 
congratulate him. Yes, even though 
he is not playing, they still 
congratulate him when Brazil wins. As 
they will if Romario and gang make 
Brazil the first four-time winner of the 
most coveted prize in sport. # 
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It takes total concentration 
to got the ball in boro. And the 
right concentration of light* 
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BACK AND FORTH 

JORGE CAMPOS, Mexico's flamboyantly dressed goalkeeper 
sometimes plays as a forward and scores goals too. A profile 


^ANDY O'BRIEN. NEW YORK 


F rom the looks of it, this guy in the 
goalpost would fit in better on the 
surf rather than the turf. His multi¬ 
coloured jersey—matching his 
shorts—look like they are out of a beachwear 
store, but Jorge Campos is no waster, who 
whiles away his days on sun, sand and surf. 


His 

goalkeeping 
style is as 
electric as his 
fluorescent 
jerseys. Often 
he ventures—a 
la Rene Higuita 
of Colombia 
beyond the 
goalmouth and 
well past 
midfield,— 
confounding the 
opposition 
offence 


He is Mexico's World Cup goalkeeper and 
has been described as a'goalkeeper of the 21st 
century'. But it isn't only his gear which 
catches the eye. His goalkeeping style is as 
electric as his fluorescent jerseys. Often he 
ventures—a la Rene Heguita of 
Colombia—beyond the goalmouth and well 
past midfield, confounding the opposition 
offence. 
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His skills as a forward are good enough to 
even make him a regular substitute upfront in 
top level competiUon. In faa Campos played 
most of one season in the Mexican first 
division with his only club—Unam who won 
the Mexican championships in 1990—as a 
striker and was the team's top scorer in 1989 
with 14 goals. 

"The side hatj a very good goalkeeper and I 
realised that I wouldn't be able to break into 
the team so 1 asked the coach for a chance 
upheld," he explains of his ventures as a 
forward. Now he sometimes plays the odd 
match in goal for the first half and as a forward 
after the interval. In a game on Mexico's way 
to the CONCACAFGoldCup triumph last July, 
Campos scored twice for his team and 
conceded nothing. 

Campos is seen standing well outside the 




penalty area when his side is attacking and Jorga CampM datigM Iim 

despite the risks of leaving the goal exposed, SlraliilitfrfMiSeo”* 

he refuses to stay between the sticks. h 

Says Cesar Luis Menotti, Argentina's World fcwnlortfca WwldCap 
Cup winning coach in 1978, who was in 
charge of the Mexican team in 1992 and who 
gave Campos his first international cap in 
199^ "by playing so far up he prevents quick 
counter-attacks. His presence sometimes 
inhibits forwards. And he's incredibly quick at 
getting back. Now and again he might 











"By pfaying so 
far up, he 
pravants quick 
countor-attacks 
His prasanca 
sometimes 
inhibits 
forwards. And 
ha*s incredibly 
quick at getting 
back. Now and 
again, ha might 
concede a silly 
goal, but how 
many of them 
might he have 
prevented?"— 
Cesar Luis 
MenottL 
former 
manager of 
Argentina 


concede a silly goal, but how many of them 
might he have prevented"? 

When asked if he was faced with a 
repetition of the fate that befell Rene Heguita 
in the 1990 World Cup when Roger Milla stole 
the ball off his feet and scored into an open 
net, Campos isn't fazed. "I'll run back as fast as 
I can," he says seriously. 

Mexican coach Miguel Mejia Baron's view 
is that, "Football is a game of risk and we 
accept the risks Campos takes. He has the 
backing of his team and the coach." 

"I know that some time or the other, they 
are going to score a goal against me from far 
out, because of my constant advances", says 
Campos about roaming around upheld "But 
that's not going to change my style". 

Campos says that the new FIFA rule 
disallowing the goalkeeper to catch balls that 
have been kicked back by defenders suits his 


style of goalkeeping perfectly. But he says that 
he has no preference for playing either 
forward or goalkeeper, although he admits 
that it is more exdting as a forward because he 
can express his joy after scoring a goal. The 
goalkeeper can’t do the same after pulling off 
a save. 

Campos does have complaints about the 
football media in his country who complained 
when he played forward. Yet when he scored 
a few goals they complained when he was put 
back in the goal. 

At this World Cup when coach Baron 
wanted to reserve the option of playing 
Campos either as goalkeeper or forward, FIFA 
found itself in a spin, with officials scrambling 
for their rule books to sec whether they could 
allow it. The new rule, which doesn't count a 
goalkeeper substitution as one of the two 
substitutions allowed in a game, the problem 
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was even more confounded. When Baron 
heard that FIFA may not allow him to bring 
on a new goalkeeper and push Campos 
upheld, he reacted by saying, "As far as I am 
concerned I can pick any one of my squad to 
play anywhere I want". 

And he had a point there. So FIFA allowed it 
saying,"If Mexico can provide him another 
jersey with his number on it, he will be 
allowed to change positions during a game". 
The only problem was this jersey wouldn't 
match Campos'flashy goalkeeping uniform 
which he incidently designs himself. 

Critics sometimes call Campos a clown and 
his loud coloured—example; bright pink with 
red, blue and green squares—gear might give 
that impression. But he's far from that. He is a 
competent surfer and fashion designer with 
ambitions in both fields. 

"I would like to take part in a surfing 
competition," he says and adds that his aim is 
to see his designs featured in Time magazine. 
In faa, he has a contract with N ike to design 
and wear their outfits for which he has come 
in for criticism. Brazilran coach Alberto 
Parriera says it is unfair because it blends in 
with the crowd in the background. In faa. 


what you are seeing of Campos' jerseys at this 
World Cup is aaually a tonetWown version of 
'the real thing'. The President of Mexico put in 
a request to Campos not to wear his normal 
garb during the World Cup in the USA. And 
then the soccer federation went into a World 
Cup contraa with Umbro. 

Campos doesn't agree with those who feel 
that it is all a publicity stunt on his part. "See, I 
was bom in Acapulco. Thereon those beaches^ 
this kind of clothing is commonplace, so 1 
don't see what is so unusual about it. I would 
wear it normally from day to day anyway. So 
what’s the big fuss about?" 

The 27-year-old bachelor who was bom 
into a middle class family—his father owns a 
econstruaion company—first came into the 
international spotlight at last year's Copa Cup, 
the South American championships in which 
Mexico reached the final and lost to holders 
Argentina. At 5 feet 9 inches, Campos is slight 
fora goalkeeper and is built like a striker, but 
what he lacks in build, he makes up with his 
aaobatic leaps, agility and quick reflexes, 
something the former surfer must have 
picked up on the Pacific breakers. In fact, if 
Campos had more confidence in his surfing 
ability he might have been lost to his chosen 
profession of soccer. 

Campos very nearly also never made it to 
the World Cup while Rene Heguita was left 
behind in Colombia after he was jailed for 
being involved in a kidnapping. The protege 
had to overcome a last minute challenge to his 
dream of World Cup glory from an 
unexpeaed quarter, a skin aeam company. 
The legal imbroglio, in which Mexican firm 
BDF accused him of failing to honour a 
contraa to promote Nivea skin cream, could 
have restriaed him from leaving Mexico. In 
faa, a judge had issued a restraining order 
barring Campos from leaving the country 
until the proceedings were resolved. A 
release order came only days 
before the team left for the World Cup when 
the judge allowed a representative to stand in 
for Campos. 1 guess you could say that the 
World Cup is that much more colourful 
because of that. 

His style and unorthodox methods surely 
made him one of the most colourful players in 
this world and since he managed to do a good 
job, maybe his style of goalkeeping might 
become that much more popular. If he messed 
up, then all we can say is, thankGod he isn't 
Colombian. • 
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Even your evoiyday vugetaMe vendor followed the fortunes of the World Cup with devout attention. And not 
without reason, bwause the dazzling brilliance that emanated from the superstars, illuminated their lives for 
brief but yet unforgoflable moments. 

And yet in a way. they are far better off than a few of their illustri ous countrymen (players and officials, past 
and present) who were allegedly spending the tax-payers’ money to visit the Niagara Fails, 

PH I LI PS simply because their travel agents could not procure a ticket for the Brazil versus Holland match. 
mmmmmmm Si^how and in sooM small way. these individuals seem so fortunate. 
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I T'S funny,you know how 

journalists, more often than not, 
tend to rate the success of a 
tournament, depending on the kind 
of treatment they have received at the 
event And by treatment' we mean 
■freebies', handouts, cheaji—or better 
still, Iree—facilities etc etc. And before 
you start jumping to conclusions, let 
me clarify by saying that this is not 
limited to Indian joumalists only. 
Rather ihe statement covers 
mediamen from all over the globe. 

And so, what was the media's 
verdict on World Cup USA? The 
general consensus has been that it was 
disappointing. It was believed that 
even though America may not be too 
hospitable to soccer as a sport, one 
thing they would be tops at, wasihe 
organisational aspect. Organising the 
World Cup well, was supposed to be 
the one thing the US would 
unquestionably bring to the event 
But there were numerous complainis, 
most of which were directly relaied to 
journalists'problems. 

The shuttle bus services meant for 
the media were too infrequent and 
often carried many rowdy Ians who 
happened to be in the good books of 
the driver. More importantly, foi 
journalists, many of the laciliiies were 
priced as if the organisers intended 
making huge profits from the persons 
who were responsible for giving their 
World Cup the much needed boost. 
Gouging the media for phones, faxing, 
hotels and even parking, did not make 
the organisers many new friends in 
the Fourth Estate and alienated many 
old ones in the communications 
industry. 

Many journalists from Africa, Asia 
and Eastern Europe had problems 
finding means to send their reports, 
because the communications people 
insisted that all faxing was tube done 
agatnst proper credit cards. 'Plastic' 
and not cash, was what was required. 
The international fax card, which 
even the Brits at Wimbledon accept, 
didn't work at this World Cup. Many 
African wiiters faced problems—and 
even ridicule from 
organisers—because there were no 
telex machines at the media centres. 


while there were no fax machines at 
their offices back in Africa. 

One example of typical American 
snobbishness was this report in a 
newspaper.' wiih all the modern 
technology around these days, and 
the organisation and coverage of the 
World Cup so dependent on 
comi>uters, it is interesting to note 
that a few old-time American 
reporters watched nostalgically as the 
Bulgarian journalists typed their 
stories on actual typewriters " 

In fact, since passes for the Final 
were distributed according to a 
priority basis to journalists (first 
priority from the two teams m the 
Final, then ihe 24 qualifiers etc, many 
mediamen from non-participating 



countries hoped that Bulgaria would 
make the Final. That was because 
there were only 13 print journalists 
and one photographer from the 
country which till this tournament 
had never won a World Cup game 
Even India had a representation that 
was larger than that. 

But the Bulgarian contingent made 
up for their siye with an exuberance 
that might be considered 
unprofessional in many other 
countries. After their penalty shoot¬ 
out victory over Mexico in the round 
of 16, their journalists were leaping up 
in the press box (which in 


America is called the press tribune). A 
Bulgarian television journalist was 
seen kissing his winning goalkeeper 
on the cheek before beginning his 
interview. 

But all journjilists were not so 
happy, especially with the kind of 
money they had to fork out to avail of 
facilities. 

One was surprised to see the 
distinguished football writer Brian ' 
Glanville walk up to the information 
counter at the media centre below 
Giants Stadium and ask one of the 
volunteers in the kind of prose that he 
would not normally pui into print, 
"excuse me, but do you have any 

more of those f.expensive phone 

and fax cards. I tell you this is a f.rip 

off. No wonder you Americans 
invented the word stick-up.' And he 
ought lt> know for he's been to every 
World Cup since I ^66. 

While the public need not concern 
itself with the media's problems, our 
point— or excuse.con veniently — 
concerns the very f utuic of the game 
in its 'ultimate Irontier', the USA. 
After all, our case is an issue, because 
the same people who tirgaiiised the 
World Cup will organise the new 
professional soccer league, which 
they want the media to cover. 

Blackmail you may scream. No we 
see it as, 'you scratch our back, we 
scratch yours.' 

Of course, one Dutch journalist 
carried that motto too far. He delayed 
the flight carrying the Dutch soccer 
team from Orlando to Dallas for five 
hours, by claiming that he had a bomb 
in his baggage. The plane was 
removed to a remote part of the 
airport where a search turned up no 
explosive device. Apparently Ihe 
journalist had made similar threats 
during past flights and was drunk. The 
'bombed' bomber was detained for 
questioning and the plane eventually 
took off without him. Maybe that's 
what he wanted in the first place, 
because rumour had it that the heat in 
Orlando forced organisers there to 
serve free chilled beer at the media 
centre.# 

Andy O'Brien, New'York 
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For Brazil, it was 
more than just a 
record fourth 
World Cup title. 
It was a victory 
that gave their 
[: pountrymen a 
new meaning 






































move a can 
It takes 
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to move the 
nation- 



When a company develops over 400 
different lubricants and greases, n doesn't 
merely remain an oil company. It becomes die 
driving force behind a nation. 

Today, one out of every two vehicles in 
India runs on SUMO lubricants: But SSUO's 
advanced technology goes way beyond cars, 
motorcycles, scooters, vans, ieeps, trucks, 
buses and treudors. What goes mto your car is 
actually the lubricating force befund die world's 


largest rail network. The brand that gives 
savage poww to your bike also keeps India's 
sophisticated army tanks fighting fit, SUMO 
viruiady rrioves die wheels of Indian industry. 

With over 400 different grades of 
lubricants and greases and 6,000 petrol 
stations ddross die country, indianoil is at the 
heart of India's progress. Yes, it's one diing 
moving just cars and scooters. And quite 
anothaf, moving an 830-miKon strong nabon. 


SSMO' fbiQtK INDIANOIL, INDIA'S lASOfST-SELUNG LLLiJtlCfMT 
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The party s over! 

And as the teams, the crowds, ti)e winners and the losers ihil^thein^home, one waiti ; 
for ^e dust—caused by ail the excitement—to settie down. A cartain iagree of emptinesa 
invades the soul. It is almost as vwf reiidtog to be constantly renutidad diat our lives 

are never et^io be the same agaih.TNlfrt( Brazil. 


It's only fair that we start off by dweldng on die merits of the finest bunch of footballers in 
the workfc the BraziOans. 

The World Cup had iysshare of 'problem (^ayete^. Waslianning them a justS^aNAfi^ioh? 

The No. !0 jersey is g shirtthat inspires awe at^reshe^lrom its opponents, but are aH 
good players m to wmaf l^ 

A picture is worth more than a thousand worcte: USA '94 wms afun-festfor TV netuwotts. 
Martin Dahlin, Florin Raducioiu and Bebeto: Get to knowltoih ; ^ 

Politics in football? That's cool. But what about football in potidcs? Himnmm... 

^vomr die many moods and images that Calcutta provided, thanks to tfie World Cup. 

A dibt^ to dm B^ai^ans, who turned outto be the giant-killers of the Wdtid Cup. 

G5A ^ was bManzaldr spon»>rs. Bnd out why... 
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EdttoR Mansur^’K^Pah^ 
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Ramario; he came 
with a mission and he 
left as the 'Best Player 
oftheToumament' 



For Brazil it was more 
than just a record 
fourth World Cup title. 
It was a victory that 
^ave their countrymen 
a new meaning to life 

Bv AfNjDV O'BR.EN, 

LOS ANGELES 











WKET, the taste of victory 
may have been for four time 
world champions Brazil, but 
it was sou red just a little by 
the manner in which it was achieved. 
Yes, eventually the best team won 
but in the worst way possible. A Final 
like that could have ruined the entire 
World Cup. Penalty kicks. Surely 
there arc other ways to decide a 
champi(»nship. A flip of the coin. A roll 
of the dice. One card draw. Three card 
flush? 

It was supposed to be a fitting 


championship game, an exclamation 
point, to what had been a glorious 
World Cup, not just for stKcer fans 
and the sport, but also as a reward for 
the patience and passion in the 
countries of the two Finalists. It was 
not only the climax of four years of a 
sport, but also a hundred years of 
genetic memory, or even a whole 
national being. 

In a way, no other two countries in 
the world were more deserving to play 
for the world championship. Futbol in 
Brazil and Caldo in Italy, is not just 


tin BraziKaiw rMliM llwk iwM by wimiiig 
te Cap for a racori fMrlfc tiM 

another sport, but something that has 
evolved almost beyond religion. 

StKxer is a way of life in both countries 
and the World Cup often becomes a 
question of life and death—literally 
when the national team's win, fans die 
in celebrations. When they lose, fans 
die of heart attacks. And there must 
have been plenty of that on July 17. 
Ironically, Brazil didn't even bother 
practising penalty kicks because its 









la Ite iliMim of Rai, H was DmiH jMbo 
M Iks BnuHiaas ta ttsir ncsrd nuilli 
title 

coach Carlos Alberto Parriera called 
the tic breaker a "random act", whose 
results are "accidental". It was a Final 
with a history, but with nothing 
football would like to remember. 

By that logic, Brazil's winning this 
World Cup was accidental. 

Or was it? 

After all, Brazil is Brazil. The F.verest 
of soccer. The land of Pelt*. To refer to 
Brazil is to refer to the best history of 
world soccer, the most beautilul that 
has ever been exhibited in this sport, 
whether in viaory or defeat. It is to 
speak of a football school that has 
largely contributed to the universal 
popularity of the sport Yet it seems 
hard to believe that a country as rich 
with talent as Brazil could go 24 years 
without winning the World Cup. It 
comes as something of a shock to 
realise that nearly a quarter century 
had passed since their 4-1 victory in 
the Final at the Aztec Stadium. 

And yet in every passing World 
Cup, Brazil remained the 
favourites—especially if you were a 
football romantic. This year was im 
different. For earth hath not anything 
more fair than the Brazilians when 
they blend and the incorrigible old 
romantics atnong us hoped that they 
would at last produce some samba 
soccer to ttiatch the beating drums of 
the most colourful fans in the football 
world. 

In spite of their limitations in this 
tournament, Brazil tried their best to 
redeftne 'beautiful football', with 
some marvellously inhibited attacking 
fH’rformant es—Ity modern standards 
that is. As a demonstration of style 
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and skill, Brazil tried to give its fans 
something equivalent to the samba, 
carnival, the sun. the beach. Things a 
Brazilian loves almost as much as a. 
fourth World Cup. 

Yet Brazil had their problems. In the 
midfield, they often showed little 
inspiration and a lot of inconsistency, 
Parriera himself never seemed able to 
settle on a general in the midfield, 
experimenting with Rai and then 


To refer to Brazil is to 
refer to the best 
history of world 
soccer, the most 
beautiful that has 
ever been exhibited in 
this sport, whether In 
victory or defeat. It is 
to speak of a football 
school that has largely 
contributed to the 
universal popularity 
of the sport 


Zinho, both of whom had the tendency 
to do no more than float around the 
edge of the aaion. 

In fact, it was kind of ironical that 
Rai didn't play in the Final. For if he 
had, it would have l>een him and not 
Dunga who would have held that 
twisted piece of gold symtK>lising 
world supremacy. Rai’s form made 
him miss out on being the protagonist 
in a photograph that will remain in 
the albums of football for all lime to 
come. But Rai simply exemplified 






OM whM ha MSMrf Bfuin fbit 
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Brazil's inconsistency and insecurity. 
As one writer put it, "Brazil began to 
treat the ball like a priceless breakable. 
They held it, moved it from place to 
place to hide it, but often never did 
anything with it." 

Moreover there was the over- 
reliance on Bebeto and Romario who 
would have preferred more service up 
in front rather than having to come to 
get the l>ail for themselves. 

But the Brazilians deserve credit for 
keeping their heads in the midst of the 
sometimes unreasonable demands of 
their fans. It was not the fault of 
Parreira, but his team were very much 
like a travelling circus and if the 
slightest thing went wrong early in 
the game, the whole plan was 
unravelled. 

Parricra had substituted the 
sweeper defence Lazaroni had used in 
Italy at the last World Cup and used 
man-to-mati marking instead of the 
zonal defence. This he4>cd the 
Brazilians to maintain pressure on the 
bail and even exhibit the kind of 
discipline not normally asstK'iated 
with Brazil. 

Yet much of Brazil's superiority 
over their op|)osition—thftugh it 
reflcaed in domination on the 
field—didn't translate into goals. No 
wonder one columnist from 
California where natural calamities 
are as common as pot holes on a 
Calcutta street wrote; "California 
mudslides should be as smooth as 
Brazil's narrow victories in this World 
Cup. California forest fires and 
California earthquakes should be that 
awesomely overwhelming—and still 
be as harmless." 

But of course, the Brazilian fans are 
never, never, never, satisfied that 
Brazil attacks enough. Whatever 
coaph Parreira did, he found 149 
million Brazilians disagreeing with 
him. And time and time again in this 
tournament, the hypercritical 
Brazilian press corps accused Parreira 
of a similar unforgivable sin. Defence. 
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Aftrr all, Brazil's tradition is based on 
an idea of football as an art. It is 
usually an attempt to achieve the 
beautiful game. 

All this forced Parreira to declare in 
frustration, "In Brazil the passion for 
soccer is so great, it is difficult. But I tell 
you the way we played, is the 
Brazilian way." It is. With the players 
he had on call, Parreira might have 
been the envy ot his peers around the 
world. But to him his job was often no 
better than a nightmare. The criticism 
flowed in even after Brazil entered the 
Final beating the Swedes by a solitary 
goal. 

Beautiful, the Final was not. But 
then again there was beauty in the 
eyes of Brazil. The championship 
match may have been below 
cxpeaatiotis to the rest of the world, 
but tell that to the Brazilians who took 
home an unprecedented fourth 
World Cup trophy. The bottom line 
was that Brazil managed to bring joy 
to its faithful. 


Futbolin Brazil and 
calcio in Italy, is not 
just another sport, but 
something that has 
evolved almost 
beyond religion. 
Soccer is a way of life 
in both countries and 
the World Cup often 
becomes a question of 
life and death. When 
the national teams 
win, fans die in 
celebrations. When 
they lose, fans die of 
heart attacks 


"Soccer is a plate of fwrd 
to the people." 

At the start of every 
World Cup it is 
I usually wishful 
^ thinking to tip 

Brazil to win it. But 
A this time everyone 
else was drowned 
by the sound of 
the samba. This 
time, we really 
saw the 
creatures of 









the beautiful game bridge 
a I wcnty-four-ycar gap since they were 
the first tn a>mplete a hat-trick of 
wins. Pelc's heirs are champions 
of the world again in 1994. 

F or Italy, this World Cup seemed 
to be like an opera. For nearly a 
month, Italy had composed an opera 
at the World Cup; full of passion, 
suffering drama. As it turned out in 
the final act, the opera was a tragedy. 
Of course, it had to be that way for 
Italy. The classic opera could not reach 
its conclusion if there wasn't a final 
dose of suffering before the tragic final 


act. The az/nn wore adversity like a 
badge in this World Cup. Crisis and 
chaos. What would Italy have done 
without these adversal elements 
threaded through their World Cup 
programme? 

And until the Final, it .seemed 
that the more they live through 
adversity, the more it became their 
ally. 

Perhaps all 
that happened 
to Italy at this 
World Cup relates 
somehow to 


that old perception of 
Italy, about the way they do things, 
you know, don't worry. It will get 
done. It will be nice. You'll see the 
result. 

It took the Italian team a host of 
difficult moments, but they made it to 
the Final just where they said they 
would be when the tournament 
began a month earlier. So what if it 
was a feat accomplished only because 
of persistence, luck and flashes of 
brilliance from some individuals. 

Claudio Taflarol: Iho goalfcoopar wilii poor 
CFodouliala actually won Brazil tho Cup 


After all, as one Italian journalist said 
of life in his country, it happens at its 
own pace. And he too compared the 
performance of the Italian national 
team at this World Cup to an opera, 
"You have to cry, to suffer first. Things 
happen when they should . You 
( annot have the end before the 
beginning." 

And so what if it took Michela ngelo 
30 years or so to paint the 
Sistine Chapel, continuing to tell 
everyone, domanif —"tomorrow" 

—when asked when it would be done. 
It eventually turned out fine, right? 


Fine, till the final penalty shoot-out 
that is. Eventually it all came back to 
the same old concepts that govern 
Italian life. 

Italy, under Sacchi, played not in its 
conventional style that employed a 
sweeper at the rear of the defense and 
which relied heavily on the 
breakaway, but instead in the maimer 
of AC Milan, the club team Sacchi 
guided to many a triumph. Sacchi 
made his defence press forward, to 
take away as much of the playing field 
as possible from the opposing 
forwards. Central to this were Franco 
Baresi and Paulo Maldini. In this zone 
press strategy the midfielders, "hunt 
in packs," to harass their opponents. 
Yet in the Final, faced with a samba 
onslaught, they recoiled back to their 
traditional shell. 

Right through the tournament— 
and much liefore that—Italian coach 
Arrigo Sacchi suffered much the same 
fate as his Brazilian counterpart. 

Fickle as ever, the Italian press were 
about to unshcaththe knives on 
him, but held back realising that in the 
Italian manner, things were being 
achieved at the last possible moment 
and against all odds. But the knives 
were out again when Sacchi returned 
home. 

When he first took over the job, 
Sacchi tried to transform his Italian 
team, change it over to the South 
American model. That we have seen 
has not worked. It turns out that the 
defensive posture, the lone offensive 
hero, are traits embedded deep in the 
nation's genes. Italy build slowly, 
collectively, on the attack, then it 
relies on the Rivas and Rossis—and 
this time the Baggios—to do 
something remarkable. 

Yet this time, the Italians knew they 
had outdone themselves, even 
though the result of the Final was 
obviously very disheartening. They 
were over-achievers in this World 
Cup and they knew that too. That’s 
why an hour after the match, when 
the Italian players were hanging out 
by their bus, reunited with wives and 
girlfriends after too long, they were 
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smiiing, hugging. 

Just an hour ago, Baggio had stood 
in front of the penalty spot, stunned, 
his hands on his hips. Luca Bucd the 
third string goallkeeper, went over to 
console him as the Brazilians danced 
at midfield, hugging each other and 
draping themselves in their country's 
flag. The shout was a "Brasil... 
tctracampeao "or Brasil, four times 
world champion. The team held up 


In Brazil, there is 
crushing 

hyperinflation, recent 
loss of the coffee crop, 
a change in currency 
and other political 
problems. A World 
Cup victory — no 
matter how it came — 
would go a long way 
in healing the wounds 
of the people. As 
Romario had said, 
"Soccer is a plate of 
food to the people." 


one banner which confirmed who 
they had dedicated their vioory to; 
"Senna, we take off together. The 
Telra is ours." 

That other Brazilian hero had 
stumbled and died on his way to a 
fourth championship. This footliall 
team had fulfilled a dream of a fourth 
world title. They took a victory lap 
holding hands. The trophy was 
eventually handed to team captain 
Dunga and then the party really began. 

Yes, it was beautiful, after all. • 



mridCupusmm 

13 







SCAPEGOATS? 

Several stars had been eliminated from this World Cup for 
disciplinary reasons. Were the harsh actions justified or not? 


BYNOVYKAPADIA, 
SAN FRANCISCO 


T he 'enfant terrible' of 
German football, Stefan 
Effcnberg has according to 
the German media let his 
country down. In an ageing team, he 
provided the thrust and energy of 
youth. Bertie Vogts had said prior to 
the tournament, "Moller, Hassicr and 
Effcnberg will be my stars." All three 
flopped. Moller could not hold a place 
in the playing eleven. Hassler was not 
at his energetic best. Effcnberg was 
sent home, after his country's league 
match with South Korea. His offence 
was to make obscene or rude gestures 
at fans who were barracking 
Germany's lacklustre second-half 
performance. Bertie Vogts clamped 
down on such reckless Itehaviour. He 
said, "I do not expect a German 
professional to behave so badly. 
Effcnberg must be taught a lesson. 

You have to play and behave like a 
professional." Stunned at the 
dismissal, Effcnberg sold the rights of 
his side of the story to a German 
tabloid magazine for 50,000 Ductschc 
marks. Effcnberg felt Vogfs had 
over-reacted. 

The dismissal of Effcnberg has now 
led to a major scandal. The German 
media state that Vogts made Effcnberg 
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a scapegoat. A German reporter said, 
"Vogts was struggling to control his 
team. He could not impose his ideas 
on the players. There was a power 
struggle between the seniors led by 
Matthaeus and others of the 
viaorious 1990 squad and the juniors 


who felt they were being given a raw 
deal." 

So it is said that Vogts used this 

Staton EHmImii: thrown out irf the Gannan 
souad ior discipliaaiy laasona. 

Did bia abaanca contributo to Gatniaiiv*a 
lass inlha quartar-finala? 







opportunity to discipline Effenberg. 
The message was meant as, 
"everybody should pull up their socks 
o'r they could get the sack." However, 
Vogts never had the courage to make 
changes in the German playing 
eleven. After the departure of 
Effenberg, he tried Thomas Berthold 
as right-back. Berthold is now too 
slow for this demanding position. He 
did not link with the attackers as 
Effenberg used to. This further 
reduced the potency of the German 
attack. 

Stefan Effenberg, who made his 
debut for Germany in 1991 against 
Wales, has a reputation of being a 
'brat'. He is known as the 'enfant 
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lordanescu found 
Vladiou's attitude 
rebellious and 
certainly not beneficial 
for team spirit and 
harmony. So the coach 
approached the 
Romanian Federation 
and received 
permission to send the 
outspoken Vladiou 
back home 

44 

terrible’ of the squad. He has often 
upset teammates and fans with his 
provocative public statements. 
Effenberg, however, attributes this 
brashness to his youth. Prior to the 
tournament he said, "I am now 
reformed. My wife Marina has helped 
me settle down." Bertie Vogts had also 


Jnapli AaloiM BaH: llw Cmmimm 
■ oiiiaaparwit araMwiMianna. Hahaa 
iadarewfwHIHliaaa t iaaal ta da t ai ie aa a ir 
payawal af daat ni iacaaihHM. Bat ha 
■haaml Ma hamaa faca wbaa ha 
■ pp ra arh a <t haUJI.aahal iaH allha 
faadiailaralo sal ap a faad la aratficala 

warned him "about controlling his 
temper and public behaviour." Vogts 
had wanted to drop Effenberg for the 
World Cup, as he is not an ideal team 
man. 

However, Effenberg is an ideal 
defensive midhelder, with crunching 
reliable tackles and speed in attack. He 
is like Schwarz of Sweden, a modem 
midfielder with a remarkable work 
rate, speed and sudden long-range 
shots. Effenberg weighs 80 kgs, is 6ft 
tins tall and in 33 games he has .scored 
five goals for Germany. He was 
transferred from Bayern Munich to 
Fiorentina in 1992-93. It was Iris 
attitude which was always a problem. 

Many felt that Vogts should have 
put up with his tantrums as he was 
indispensable for the team. Others felt 
it was time he was disciplined. 
Effenberg's dismissal has opened a 
Pandora's box.' Effenberg plays for 
Fiorentina in the Italian league. Even 
his club finds his attitude at times 
irksome. He is not a model, consistent 
professional, is often moody and a 
trouble-maker. 

For poor Vogts, who lacked the 
personality of a Beckenbauer, the 
handling of Effenberg was a 
nightmare. Vogts thought he had 
made the right decision to send him 
back but now the media are 
questioning his ability to control the 
German squad. 

Another player to go home early 
was 25-year-old Ion Vladiou of 
Romania. Vladiou, who plays as a 
roving forward for Rapid Bucharest, 
kept disagreeing with Romania's 
national coach Anghel lordanescu. 
Vladiou felt be deserved a regular 
place in the playing eleven, 
lordanescu found Vladiou's attitude 
rebellious and certainly not beneficial 
for team spirit and harmony. So the 
coach approached the Romanian 
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federation and received permission to 
send the outspoken Vladiou back 
home. lordanescu was upset at the 
player's attitude. He refused to 
comment on the dismissal, stating 
that it was an internal matter. 

lordanescu did say that he had 
approached other members of the 
Romanian team before taking such a 



Ion Vladioii: dm talwitod Ronunian 
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harsh decision. He said that it was 
wrong for Vladiou to accuse him of 
being 'undemocratic'. Vladiou 
claimed that ego problems of the 









coach caused the probiems. 

However. Romanian officials are 
tight-lipped about the decision and 
say: 'It was unfortunate' and 'in the 
interests of the team.' To give 
lordanescu credit, Vladiou was not 
dropped from the World Cup playing 
eleven at the last minute. In several 
warm-up matches, prior to the World 
Cup he was not selected for the first 
team. 

Cameroon's Joseph Antoine Bell 
also quit his national team for the last 
league match versus Russia. However, 
he did not return home. He just opted 
out and did not play. Bell claimed that 
the football federation of Camermm 
had accused him of being a ringleader 
in the dispute for money which 
caused bad feeling. To prevent further 
disruption of team-spirit he quit 
playing. 

Of course, the most famous name 
asked to be sent home was Diego 
Maradona for testing positive in a 
random drug test. According to FIFA 


Many felt that Vogts 
should have put up 
with Effenberg's 
tantrums. Others felt it 
was time that he was 
disciplined 
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regulations, two players from each 
team are chosen at random by the 
doctors for the drug test. Maradona's 
urine sample was taken after the 
Nigeria match. Maradona was 
withdrawal from the team by 
Argentina's football federation. He did 
not return home but remained in the 
USA to work as a commentator for a 
TV network of Argentina for the 
World Cup. 


Prior to the Maradona incident, the 
last drugs scandal in the World Cup 
was in 1978, when WUlie Johnstone 
of Scotland tested positive after a 
league match with Peru, which 
Scotland lost 1-3. Johnstone was also 
withdrawn from the team and sent 
home. He never played international 
football for Scotland again. The 
Maradona incident was unfortunate 
as the drug ephedrine was not 
performance-enhancing but a cure for 
cold and congestion. However, it was 
a harmed drug. The Argentina media 
accused Maradona of letting the 
country down. They said he was 
irresponsible and took the medicine 
without consulting the team do*nor. 
Maradona claimed he was 
ill -advised. 

It is sad that these players had to 
leam the hard way. But the lesson 
that can be learnt from this is that the 
game is greater than the indiiidual 
and that in essence, is the beauty of 
sport 
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'nrhe game 
has 

changed. A 
number ten 
has to have a 
team made 
around him 
and that is 
why 

managers 
decide that 
it is easier 
not to have 
one these 
days," 

—Michel 
Platini 

•• 






The Number 10 jersey was once worn by 
the brightest star of any team. Today, 
however, there is an obvious decline of the 
game's presiding creative force 
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BY ANDY O'BRIEN, NEW YORK 

R emember those days in school 
when you had to play a football 
match and ran to the changing 
room so that you got first choice of 
jersey? Well, obviously you were only looking 
for one particular jersey the number lO. 

Yes, it is the genius shirt, worn through the 
history of the game by the greatest players; 
Ferenc Puskas of Hungary through the Fifties, 
Pele of Brazil and Gianni Rivera of Italy in the 
Sixties, Zico of Brazil in the Seventies: Diego 
Maradona of Argentina; Michel Platini of 
France and Ruud Gullit of Holland in the 
Eighties and Roberto Baggio in the present 
decade. It would probably be easier to name 
the great players who hadn't worn the No. 10 
jersey than list the ones who have. 

The general notion is that the striker (or 
Railiathadasuninting laclioffoiin,aillwuBhlMit 
one of liw more craativo miilfioliiais 
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"The 
creative 
midfielder 
has almost 
disappeared. 
That 
kind of 
player is no 
longer 
around 
because of 
the 

overpoweri¬ 
ng physical 
and athletic 
preparation 
that the 
players 
undergo 
now."—^Pele 

•• 



Eno ScHo ofBvIghMi hn 



whal in the olden days was called the superlative passing technique enable them to 

centre-forward) wears the sacred nunher. control the shape and tempo of their team's 

But that is not really accurate. Originally, the play, but the terms "inside forwards" or 

number ten was that person who played as "playmakers" are nowhere near sufficient to 
left-inside (that is why it is no coincidence encompass the way they can make a direct 
that most number tens were left-looters). But personal intervention, bypassing the rest of 

people like Pele, Platini and Gullit redefined the team lo alter the course of the game in a 
that over the decades into a kind of mid-field moment of sublime individuality, departing 
maestro who could also make his mark on the from a general scheme, to improvise on a 
scoresheet. The best definition of a classic theme heard only inside their own heads." 

number 10 would read like this: 'number Charismatic self-assured and usually 

tens are linked by their ability to transcend a wearing the number ten for decades, these 

single role, their extraordinary vision and people have elegantly beaten out the rhythm 
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of a inaich from around the centre circle with 
the stylish touches of an artist. He is the •’uy 
who puts the seal on his team's collective 
brilliance. I'cle always maintains, 'I was 
NEVER a striker. I played mid-field forward. I 
liked to roam around, 1 didn’t have the 
patience to wait for the ball to come to rne. " 
That concept seems to be disappearii ig from 
the modern game, for, times arc a changing’. 
Take a look at World Cup USA ’94 (always a 
good litmus lest for the state of the game) and 
you will find so many different variations to 
the number ten. There were the genuine ones 


like Maradona, Baggio, Enzo Scifo, Rai, Carlos 
Valderamma, Matthaus and Hagi who would 
best fit the bil! of the classic midfield 
playinaker-Lum-substituie goal getter. But 
none ol them really played the number ten 
role to perfection except, of course, Hagi for 
Romania and Maradona in flashes. Baggio 
and S< ifo were well under form and fitness, 
Rai seems to have lost his artistry and 
Valderamma couldn’t call the shots, which 
was probably the reason for his team’s debacle 
(but quiet, let’s not say that too loud). 
Matthaus was pushed to the role of sweeper 


Lothar Matthaus of 
Gemany; although ho is a 
croative midfioliier. ho has 
adoMructhrs 
capabilftv 
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The decline 
oftheNo.lO 
—artist, 
individual 
and 

increasingly 
unwanted 
luxury— 
goes hand in 
hand with 
the 

pragmatic 
approach 
that one 
goal is 
enough to 
win and 
that 
winning 
goal can be 
got by a man 
upfront 

•• 
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and so concentrated more on defense. Of 
course, not all great number tens confirm to 
the image of the creative artist. Matthaus has 
added a dcstruaive and defensive capability 
to the repertoire. Other number tens at this • 
World Cup, were in the role of predators, like 
Etcheverry of Bolivia, Dennis Bergkainp of 
Holland and Martin Dahlin of Sweden. 

Yet just as there have been many great 
playrnakers who never wore the number ten 
(Alfredo lit Stefano, Eusebio and Bobby 
Charlton all wore No 11, and Cruyff always 
No. 14) at this World Cup too there were 
many who could wear natural number lO's 
but didn't wear the jersey; Romario and 
Bebetoof Brazil wore 11 and 7, respectively; 
Kostadinov and Stoichkov of Bulgaria wore 7 
and 8, respectively; striker Juergen 
Klinsmann and gamcmaker Andreas Moeller 
of Germany had 18 and 7, respectively; 
Mexico's man upfront, Zague wore 
No. 11 as did Tomas Brolin of Sweden and 



Stephanc Chapuisat of Switzerland 

It is interesting to note that Roberto Baggio 
originally wore the 'unlucky 17' jersey, but 
when 'the divine ponytail' was out of sorts he 
insisted that his squad number be swapped 
(Sampdoria's Alberigco Fvani was given 
number 17) to No. 10. 

The decline of what is referred to as 'the 
game's jtresiding creative force' is causing 
concern to two of its most distinguished 
representatives: Platini and Pcle. Both have 
given voice to their feeling that modern 
lootball is losing some of its charm because of 
the diminishing influence of the creative 
mid-fielder. 

"The game has changed" laments Platini 
who was in the USA representing the 
committee which will organise the 1998 
World Cup in France. "A number ten has to 
have a team made around him and that is why 
managers decide that it is easier not to have 
one these days," he says. Pele agrees saying: 
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"The big change in football is that the creative 
mid-ticld player has almost disappeared, it 
was they who really used to be the stars. 
Footballers like Di Stefano, Bobby Charlton, 
Platini and myself. That kind of player is no 
longer around because of the overpowering 
physical and athletic preparation that the 
players undergo now." 

This World Cup has proved that those who 
score the goals arc the stars, and yet the theory 
is that some of these goal-scorers are in 
essence creative players, but since space in the 
mid-field is at such a premium—because of 
fitness levels and coaches packing their 
mid-field—that invention and vision has 
been forced elsewhere. 

Players have become strong enough to 
close down any space in mid-field, so to create 
things, even imaginative players are forced to 
go into attack, like Baggio and Romario or 
even to a sweeper position like Matthaus, 
reasons Pelt*. 


The decline of the No. 10—artist, individual 
and increasingly unwanted luxury—goes 
hand in hand with the pragmatic approach 
that one goal is enough to win and that 
winning goal can be got by a man upfront who 
has the talent to make good at least one ball in 
90 minutes. 

As compared to the traditional No. 10 (or 
the perfect number 10 if you like) the modern 
mid-fielder is functionally invaluable in his 
spoiling role in front of the defence. But his 
creative instiin ts are not important. Yet, in 
spite of this wc were fortunate to see some 
good attacking football during this World Cup. 

And by the way, in case you think that the 
No. 10 jersey has lost its charm, let's tell you 
that if you wanted to buy a team jersey from a 
souvenir shop at the World Cup in USA, then 
it would normally cost you about $65. But if 
you wanted a No. 10, then that’s five bucks 
extra pal. • 


Martin Dahiin of Swoiion 
bat boan the find M tbia 
World Cop. bleaaad wMi an 
uncanny goal tcorino 
abifity. On him. Swam 
had dapandad to score Iba 
vital goals and ha has 
always deliverad 
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Bolivian flag and World Cup 
paraphernalia. Soccer fans like 
^mesto Calero watched all the 52 
tpup^aiaes that Univision, America's 
:jiti^|6^l4tino network, had been 


Urdvi^n w«i^e of ^«CtwO!»!»;, 

whidt showed ’ 

catering to the Spai^jSp 4 |)i^/:' 
people. ABC and Ei^ ijCStod^ 

mverace »f the 




Englistvspeaki4i||iu$p|^;|^d all 
three netwojl3i:W«fflp^|]|||!^^ the 
ratings their soixer^^n^pgleiliH. 

Univision raked In of 

one million vieweriic^^i£^iin^(^a«di. 
And ratings were doiihie t^^t ABC 
and ESPN expected. Greater than any 


this yeviodttdiiiig IV^lddt^- '> 

USOpen GoK^d (helKBA l>aidtdjtK)|lV 
And not even the biggest optnoistsM . 
ABCor ESPN would have picdkt:^ - 
that the biggest sponsesTOtof . 
summer would Iw the Jtily 4th fpg^ ’ 
between BnzP and the US ' 

32 million-vf^eistiusedto. ^ 

Of course, things dkta*tAct pilt.#i(tj'^?| 
very bright start because wlAh^ 
billion eyeballs were fixdfon'' -/j; 

televisions around the woddfof 
opening ceremony in Cliicago, ^ist ; 
was no way that parents and relatives 
of the children who participated in the' •_ 
$2 million ceremony cmld get Ms«f ;■ ' 
their kids' great'day... the only loot! 
television outlet was a low powered 
Spanish language station with all the ;, 
broadcast bounce of an inflated soccer 
ball. ESPN opted to show the second 
round of the US Open Golf. ESPN's 'j'f 

spinoff station ESPN2 also had other “ ,C= 
priorities for that time slot; a body ? 4* 

building show. It wasn't a very ' '■ 
encouraging beginning and 
furthermore, if you consider pec^de . . 
had prediaed that browsing , , 

American householders wdiHdraft^ 
switdi channels to compethfye bass 
Ashing or women's f ull-costtao pro 
beach vtflleyballthan wjhdh football, 
the final rendts ain't bst^atlA 

Soccer's Wggesl obst^tti America 
l^si^F^UMed to bethe^ 3 ?timpanies' 
t^’Wodd Cup verdtdi^ the game 
wa$n‘t;i^yfQirpid|^t^.The 1990 
Woi{|f CupWas vsit^ on average by • ?s 
!«»(two-te^salone per cent of 
the<^pc^uittk«irMdi#'ttmtwp , 
billion people watclwd Oermanyhear r v. 
Argentina In Final but only 
5704K)0 were in the US, where the 
nifttch was seen only on a cable 
network. In contrast, it is estimated 
that over a 100 million Americans 
watched the 52 matches of this World 
Cup. 

A typical American attitude to the 
sport was that it was a very difficult 
game to produce and cover for 
television, primarily because it is very 
slow paced, and defence oriented witii 
very little scoring. It was a game to be 
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Soccer's biggest obstacle 
in America was supposed 
to be the TV companies' pro 
World Cup verdict that the 
game wasn't ready for 
prime time. The 1990 World 
Cup was viewed by only 
I 570,000 in the U.S. in 
I contrast, over a 100 million 
I Americans watched the 52 
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MARTIN DAHLIN 

OH MY DAHLIN! 

He is the first black footballer who spearheads 
the Swedish attack and wins them matches 


T he son of a 
Venezuelan 
musician,26-year- 
old Martin Dahlin 
is the linchpin of Sweden's 
attack. He has not inherited 
any of his father's musical 
genes and his approach to 
the game is not rhythmic. 
Instead,Dahlin, the first 
black to play football for 
Sweden is an explosive 
spearhead. He was the 
heart and soul of Sweden's 
challenge in the World 
Cup. In the World Cup 
qualifiers, he was the 
top-scorer of the Swedish 
team, netting eight goals in 
nine games. Till the 
quarter-finals, he scored 
four goals in three 
matches. Three of these 
goals were from fierce 
diving headers, thrilling 
and spectacular to behold. 
Experts rate him king of 
the headers in this World 
Cup. 

Dahlin is the archetypal 
striker, breathing 
brimstone and fire. Former 
England international 
Trevor Bnxrking compares 
him to the old school of 
English centre-forwards, 
Nat Lofthouse, Stan 



Mortenson and Martin 
Chivers, who were 
commanding in*the air, 
had pace, courage,a 
powerful shot and good 
shielding. Dahlin's World 
Cup scoring binge is no 
surprise to the Swedes, 
who relied on his talent to 
earn glory in the 
tournament. 

Prior to this event, he 
was not at all considered 
world-class like other 
strikers Dennis Bergkamp 
of Holland, Faustino 
Asprilla of Colombia, 
Jurgen Klinsmann of 
Germany, Romario and 
Bebeto of Brazil and 
Gabriel Batistuta of 
Argentina. But Asprilla 
flopped and Bergkamp 
struggled to Find his form. 
Dahliaby his aggressive 
game, commitment and 
brilliance in the air is now a 
name to be reckoned with 
and feared by rival 
defenders. 

The child of a 
Venezuelan father and 
Swedish mother, Dahlin 
was born and raised in 
Sweden. Soon alter his 
birth his parents separated. 
His father is at present a 
musician in London. As a 
child he played handball, 
basketball and football. 
Growing up in a single - 
parent family, sports was 
his solace. His mother also 




encouraged him to play, as 
she knew it would keep 
him out of trouble or bad 
habits. The love for football 
came dramatically. He was 
watching the unbridled 
emotions of the 
goal-scorers in the 1978 
World Cup when 
inspiration came to the 

The love for 
football came 
dramatically. He 
was watching 
the unbridled 
emotions of the 
goal-scorers in 
the 1978 World 
Cup that inspired 
the then 
10-year-old 
Dahlin 

then 10-year-old Dahlin to 
pursue football as a 
career. The 1993 Swedish 
Footballer Of the Year 
reminiscing on his youth 
says: "When 1 saw how 
glad they were when they 
scored, 1 was very 
impressed. It turned me on. 
I became fascinated by the 
game. It was to be my life. I 
told myself then that this 
was what 1 wanted to do, 
score a goal in the World 
Cup." The TV exposure 
changed his life. He 


practised football 
diligently. His latent 
athletic prowess enabled 
him to excel. 

His early career was with 
local club Lund. Due to his 
scoring prowess, he was 
signed as a teenager for a 
leading Swedish club, 
Malmo in 1986. He was 
a prodigy. In 1988 and 
1989, he was the 
top-scorer in the Swedish 
league, helping Malmo win 
successive titles. He won 
his first international cap in 
1988 against Brazil. 
However, it has not been a 
bed of roses all the way. 

In 1990, Dahlin's form 
unfortunately plummeted. 
The goals dried up and he 
struggled to get into his 
club team. The unkindest 
cut of all was when he was 
dropped for Sweden's 1990 
World Cup team. 

Reflecting on those 
turbulent times, Dahlin 
says: "Certainly, 1990 was 
the worst year of my 
career. My confidence was 
at a low ebb." It also 
changed his attitude 
towards life. Till then he 
had been a tearaway 
striker, not very 
disciplined, relying on 
sheer athleticism for goals. 
His volatile temper had 
seen him get into frequent 
scraps. Swedish trainers' 
said his game was too 
direct, limited in approach 
and lacked all-round skill. 

Sensing that he was at 
the crossroads of his career 
and dreams, Dahlin's 
mental attitude hardened. 
Exposure in the 
demanding Bundesliga in 
Germany, when he joined 
Borussia 

Monchengiadbach 
certainly helped 
considerably. He has now 
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made a name for himself in 
Germany as half of 
Monchengladbach's 
"Black Power Target Line", 
playing alongside Togo’s 
Bachirou Salou. His 


international revival began 
during the European 
Championship finals in 
1992. Before then he was 
seen as an infuriatingly 
inconsistent fringe man of 


the Swedish team. But 
hard work enabled him 
iron out the defects in his 
game. 

Now he is a consistent 
goal -scorer and fearsome 


too. Coach Roy Hodgson 
says; "Dahlin is a bom 
athlete. He is quick, has 
enormous power and 
endurance in his legs, goes 
up well for crosses and 
fights fire with fire in the 
box." 

The Saudi Arabian coach 
Jorge Soiari also said: 
"Dahlin made the 
difference (Sweden won 
3-1). My defenders could 
never master him." 

Russia's ace defender 
Viaor Onopko said Dahlin 
is the most difficult striker 
to contain. Romania's 
skipper Hagi also said: "He 
is the player we feared 
most." 

Even the great Pclc was 
fulsome in his praise for 
Dahlin. "He is a goal 
machine, with a physique 
close to perfection." This is 
the ultimate accolade 
which gives Dahlin the 
maximum satisfaction. 

Hodgson says: "His 
unselfish attitude and 
sense of responsibility is 
now revealed on the field, 
the way he combines with 
other players." His only 
weakness now is a volatile 
temper and he gets easily 
provoked. Dahlin realises 
this and with a wry smile 
says: "1 am trying to control 
it." He has the attitude of a 
street fighter, who never 
gives up. 

He says: "I worked years 
to become a reguiar for 
Sweden. Now I will fighi 
everyone who tries to take 
this shirt (no. 10,that of his 
idol, Pelc) away from me," 
He has achieved his 
diildhood dream of scoring 
in the World Cup and the 
professional ambition of 
being recognised as a world 
class player. # 

Novy Kapadia, San Francisco 
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FLORIN RADUCIOlU 

A STAR 
TURN 


In Italia '90, although billed as a 
superstar, he failed to make an 
impact. Four years later, on 
American soil, he lived up to his 
promise 


N icknamed the 
sprint king or 
Carl Lewis' of 
the World Cup, 
24-year-old Romanian 
striker Florin Raducioiu 
has at last fulfilled his 
obvious talent. His sudden 
bursts of speed, close 
control and devastating 
finishes have made him a 
reputed striker, difficult to 
contain. For some years, it 
seemed that injuries and a 
fragile temperament 
would mar Florin's rise to 
greatness. However, his 
explosiveness and lethal 
finish was evident from the 
First match he played in this 
World Cup, when he 
saired twice against 
fancied Colombia. 

It was a case oL"he came, 
he played, he conquered". 




a welcome change from his 
World Cup debut in 1990 
when "he came, he played 
and flopped." 

Now Raducioiu is 
. respeaed for his abilities 
and not just fur his 
potential. The coaches of 
Romania's first-round 
rivals, USA, Switzerland, 
Colombia, all said that they 
worked overtime to evolve 
tactics to curb Raducioiu. 
American defenders 
Balboa and Alexei Lalas 
paid him the ultimate 
compliment when they 
saict" we found him as 
difficult to curb as Romario 
and Bebeio." Colombia's 
skipper Carlos 
Valderamma also said that 
"Raducioiu is dangerous as 
he combines South 
American control and the 
touch of European speed 
and power, to make him 
the perfect striker." 

Unlike Dahlin, the 
blonde Raducioiu is not 
explosive in the air but has 


a great work rate. He likes 
to rove on both flanks, take 
on defenders, and cut in to 
shoot at goal with both feet. 

Four years ago, he came 
to the World Cup as a 
promising 20-year-oid 
with an awesome 
reputation. Manager Jenei 
billed him as a superstar. 
However, like Asprilla in 
1994, the young Raducioiu 
flopped. The occasion was 
too demanding. In 
matches, he seemed to 
freeze and the fearsome 
speed was not evident. 

Looking back on his 
World Cup debut, 
Raducioiu says; "Maybe 1 
was young and thought by 
just stepping onto the field, 
1 would dominate my 
opponents. My mental 
preparation was not good 
enough. " 

He did not score for 
Romania in the '90 World 
Cup but had madea brief 
impaa. He was signed by 
the Italian club. Bari for the 
1990-91 season. But the 
following season, he 
moved to Verona where for 
two years he struggled to 
adjust to the Italian league. 
He said: "Marking was so 
tight and often dirty. I just 
did not know how to cope. 
Also I felt terrible for not 
scoring. But Hagi's 
guidance made me realise 
that I could contribute as a 
playmakeralso." 

Joining Brescia in 1992 
was the turning point in 
Raducioiu's career. He 
could relax with twe other 
Romanians, skipper Hagi 
and Ion Sabau who played 
for this small town Italian 
club. It was his last chance 
to prove himself, since 
most Italian coaches had 
written him off as a player. 
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However, the guidance of 
Hagi and hard work has 
enabled Radudoiu to 
flourish. 

In the 1992-93 season, 
he was Brescia's leading 
scorer in Serie A with 13 
goals in 29 games. During 
the off-season, he was 
signed by glamour club AC 
Milan, as a)ver for Marco 
Van Hasten. In his first 
season, he barely played 


Florin Radudoiu came 
to World Cup '94 with 
trepidation, wondering if 
his services would be 
retained by Milan the next 
sea.son. Again counselling 
by his mentor Hagi helped. 
Hagi told him, "Go and 
show the world that you 
can play and score goals." 

A determined Radudoiu 
did just that. He sparkled in 
Romania's early matches. 
His greatest satisfaction 
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for AC Milan. 

In the 1993-94 season, 
however, he got many 
chances for Milan. But 
unfortunately he was 
plagued by injuries and at 
one stage it was doubtful if 
he would fully recover for 
the World Cup. In May '94, 
he received another jolt; 
Milan's coach did not 
consider him good enough 
as one of three foreigners 
for the European 
Champions' Cup final vs 
Barcelona. 





was when AC Milan agents 
contaded him midway 
through the tournament 
and signed him for the next 
season. 

Now that the worries are 
over, confidence is soaring 
and for Radudoiu the sky is 
the limit. Like Dahlin, he 
has earned a place in 
football history and has the 
ability to become one of the 
great strikers in the last 
years of the twentieth 
century. % 

Novy Kapadia, San Francisco 
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53 cm COLOUR TELEVISIONS WITH IMPORTED FLAT. & FULL SQUARE TUBE 


BPL FHR\ 

THlJ^ROR 

Rs. 19,999^ 

53 cm imported, tinted flat & Full Square Tube 
(F&FST) m Hi-Fi Super Woofer Stereo Surround 
(SWSS) System H Self Demonstration facility 
B Unified Remote for FHR and any BPL VCR 
a Auto Shut-off a Auto NAP (NTSC playback on 
PAL TV) a Multi-colour On-screen Display a 160W 
PMPO Matrix Sorround Sound 


BPL FMR 
Rs. 18,987' 

53 cm imported, tinted Flat & Full Square 
Tube (F&FST) a Monitor Style Cabinet 
a 48 Programmes with Non-volatile 1C 
Memory a 25-function Infra-red Remote 
Control a Auto Tuning a Voltage Synthesised 
Tuning with Microcomputer a Auto Shut-off 
a Blue Bock 


I M P 0 n T E D 

FsFST 

Fill C Fall 
SquareTulii 
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•prices valid in Tamil Nadu State Only. Inclusive of Local Taxes and Octroi 
For prices in other .states, please contact your nearest BPL Gallery or BPL Authorised Dealer. 
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Shall We Ask The 


Politics in football? That's cool. But what 
about the reverse? Now, that's a whole new ball 
game altogether 


BY'ANDY O'BRIEN, NEW YORK 


P OLITICS in football we all 
have heard loo much about 
and fraftikly it's quite iKtring. 
But what about football in 
politics, now that's a different kettle of 
fish, this World Cup gone by had its 
fair share of amazing connections 
between the world's most loved game 
and the world's second oldest 
profession. And why not since the two 
go hand in hand in many countries 
across the globe. 

In Brazil.many of the popular 
footballers can easily run for the post 
of President. In Japan 1993 will be 
primarily remembered not for the fall 
from power of the liberal democratic 
party, but for the setting up of the 
immensely popular J League. After 
all, football is serious stuff you know, 
serious enough to have three heads of 
state present for the opening mattli 
of this year's World Cup. It was 
fortunate that on June 17th, President 
Clinton sat between Helmut Kohl of 
Germany and Sanchez De Lozada of 
Bolivia acting as a negotiator and 
hadn't a clue of what was going on. 
Otherwise, there is no knowing what 
might have happened between the 
two soccer crazy fanatics whose teams 
faced each other in the opener of 
World Cup 1994. 

Moreover, let us not forget that in 



1970 war broke out between El 
Salvador and Honduras following 
friction after a World Cup qualifying 
game. 

Kohl was very reserved about his 
fanaticism for the game, but his 
Bolivian counterpart was more open. 
"I'll be in the stands for many of the 
games suffering, shrinking," he said, 
"If I was on the field at least I could run 
around." 

Though the President did have a 
shot at soccer, playing one year for his 
university, lunnily enough he first 
learnt about the game in America 
itself where he studied in the 
University of Chicago for many years 
He discovered soccer by opening an 
encyclopaedia after a Chicago coach 
noticed his 5ft Sin frame and Latin 
American surname and 
recommended that he switch from 
basketball to soccer. 

• 

When asked the kind 
of defensive tactics 
the underdog host 
team might use 
against his team^ 
Brazilian coach 
Alberto Parreira 
joked, "We expect 
them to have 
everyone protecting 
that goal, even 
President Clinton " 


Somewhat ironically it is soccer, a 
sport De Lozada barely acknowledged 
while growing up in the United 
States—he speaks Spanish with an 
American accent—that turned the 
world's spotlight on his country. 

And if his people were 
superstitious, then he wouldn't have 
been at the match at all. After all, at the 
last World Cup, when Bolivia's South 
American neighbours played 
Cameroon in the opening game under 
the watchful eye of their President 
Carlos Menem, the defending 
champions lost. No wonder Menem 
stayed away this time when his team 
opened against Greece. And funnily 
enough Menem didn't dare to tome to 
America, even though he was pretty 
close to Boston that day just across the 
border really, in Canada. Another loss 
in his firesence wouldn't have done 
his political popularity any good at all. 
Instead the President, on a state visit 
to Canada, suspended all meetings for 
three hours and asked for a special 
screen to be set up for his watching 
pleasure and the move paid oil, 

Greece were hurnihaU'd 0-4 which 
also meant that Menem couldn't 
come across for Argentina's next 
matches either since he was 
considered to be the bad luck charm. 

Anot her example of politicians in 
Argentinean football is given by 
Carlos Bilardo, who coached 
Argentina to triumph in 1986 and 
resigned a month after the team 
finished runner-up in 1990 even 
though his team had overcome a 
stunning upset by Cameroon in the 
erpening match. "After the first game 
everyone called me to tell me what to 
do," said Bilardo, "1 heard from the 
President (of Argentina), two former 
presidents and the opposition leader. I 
have never seen anything unify the 
nation like that Iwfore. Not politics or 
music or anything." 





Presidents'? 


NELt.a.J<EUO.. S/^CCHi, 

&O.S.-fORZA ITALIA’ 
OR My term is DOONEP'.' 



CARTOON BY ARTHUR CAHDO/0 



Of course, there were numerous 
incidents of football mixing with 
politics in this World Cup too, 
cspcdally cases where heads of state 
interfered directly with the selection 
of the team, as in the case of Saudi 
Arabia, Cameroon, Argentina and 
Greece. 

In fact, Greece almost got banned by 
FIFA just months before the World 
Cup because of a stalemate in a row 
between the soccer federation ^nd the 
government. 

Often the World Cup has been used 
by politicians to distract people from 
the problems of everyday life. The 
tournament has also acted as a booster 
down the years to the political life of 
the governments. Like for instance in 
Chile and Mexico after earthquakes 
brought economic hardshi()s to the 
people just prim to them hosting the 
1962 and 1986 tournaments, 
respectively. The Chilean President 
even went as far as saying, "We don't 
have anything, we must have the 
World Cup." 

In 1978, Argentina's hosting and 
then winning theC.up brought the 
people together for the first time since 
a military dictatorship took over the 
government in a coup. In some cases, 
the tournament has been used for 
political propaganda, as by Hitler and 
Mussolini in 1934. 

Of course, in no other country is 
politics as closely married to football 
and vice-versa as in Italy where siKcer 
is the national passion and politics the 
national pastime. Politicians in Italy 
use soccer as a populist acquisition 
because even though governments 
may change like the seasons in a year, 
the passion for the game is always 
intense. 

One former Prime Minister of Italy 
was greatful that "the performance of 
the Italian national team doesn't 
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Pmiilein Clinton knows 
that his dsugMor 
Cholsoa (rigirt) plays 
goalkooporfoilMr 
school loam. And 
that's wbofo bis 
knowtodpoof 
soocor onds 

depend on the>>ovcrnmeni". In fact, 
Italy's current Prime Minister Silvio 
Berlusconi's major claim to fame is 
that he is the owner of Italy's most 
successful club in modern football' AC 
Milan. In fact, the new Prime Minister 
has scored big with voters, cashing in 
on his soccer connections by 
co-opting Italy's famous cheer for 
their national soccer team —'Iona 
Italia' (Let's go Italy)—as the name of 
his party. Part of his political power 
base is built on political clubs called 
'forza Italia’ that he has established 
throughout Italy. No wonder it is said 
that time was when in a World Cup 
year you could walk into a bar, order a 
beer and find many a friend by 
offering a toast 'forza Italia'. It was 
about as safe as raising you glass to, 
'Long live the Queen.' Nowadays, you 
have to be careful that you don't pick 
up a fight because people won't know 
if you are uttering a sporting 
exhortation or making a political 
speech. 

In fact,much of the betting on how 
long the new Prime Minister's 
government would last, was 
influenced by how well Italy would do 
in the World Cup. It was so difficult to 

u 


sejrarate the fortunes of the 
government in Rome with those of 
the Italian team in the United States, 
that Berlusconi even warned the team 
(hopefully in jest) when he met them 
prior to their departure that 'If you 
lose I will confiscate your passport and 
you will not be allowed to come back 
home.' 

Another team who were not 
exactly given a warm send off or a 
welcome back home that matched 
their performance at the World Cup, 
was Nigeria. All because the people 
are more pretKcupied with protests 
and strikes against the military 
government. Eventually,even the 

• 

There were numerous 
incidents of football 
mixing with politics 
in this World Cup too,, 
especially where 
heads of state 
interfered directly 
with the selection of 
the team 
• 


un-initiated—at least untilJune 17, 
1994—also decided to jump on to the 
evcr4ncreasing soccer bandwagon. He 
made statements saying that he was 
going to vyatch the Brazil-US match at 
Camp David and that he had also been 
watching the USA games with his 
family (his daughter Chealsea plays 
goalkeeper for her school team). And 
after the US team won many a 
supporter in their home country, 
Clinton went on record inviting the 
entire team to the White House. 

No wonder, when asked the kind of 
defensive tactics the underdog host 
team might use against his team in the 
second round play-off, Brazilian 
Coach Alberto Parriera joked," We 
expea them to have everyone to be 
protecting that goal, even President 
Clinton." 

So if the US are looking to point a 
finger at someone for their 1 -0 loss to 
Brazil, then maybe they ought to take 
a look that famous historical plaque 
on the President's desk at the White 
House. 'The buck stops here,' it says. 
And why not. If politicians can use 
soccer for their own goals, then why 
can't the game do the same to the 
politicians? • 
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ROOTS 


I T was funny you know, to observe the 
behaviour of some of the American 
immigrant population at the different World 
Cup matches. There were one lot who had not 
lost their roots at all, singing out when tiie 
national anthem of their native country was 
played before the match; and supporting their 
motherland with the same mannerisms and 
words that the 'real' supporters wlu) had 
come from back home did. 
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On the other hand were the Americanised 
immigrants. Oh yes, they too wore the colours 
and T-shirts and even painted their team's 
colours on their faces, giving their allegiance 
away, but when it came to the national 
anthem they stood silently. Some even 
cheered in their American accents, 'Go Italy' 
instead of 'Forza Italia' and supported 
'Mexico' instead of 'Mehico'. 

One memory that still lingers is of the 
elderly hot-dog seller in the media stand who. 


ignorant of World Cup protocol, was roaming 
around even as the announcement for the 
national anthems was completed over the 
public address system. He had his back turned 
towards the pitch and was walking up the 
stairs in my direction. 

It was coincidental that as soon as the first 
bars of the Italian national anthem began he 
was on the step beside me. Almost in shock, 
he suddenly spun around and almost in glee 
bellowed out the words. One could notice 
gewse pimples on him and a tear rolling down 
his cheek. When he turned around to carry on 
with his job, one noticed a tiny Italian flag 
tucked into one corner of his hot dog box. 

It's these memories that make a World Cup. 


I ARMENIA FOR BRAZIL 


R EMEMBIiR the limes when the electricity 
went off in the midst of a World Cup 
telecast. Well, in some ways, you ought to 
consider yourself a trifle lucky then. Because 
in Armenia all of the country's electricity was 
turned 'on' only during the hours when 
World Cuj) matches were televised there. "As 
soon as the matches were over, the electricity 
was turned off again," said Toros Kibrijian, a 
volunteer who kept videotapes for evaluating 
World Cup referees. 

Kibrijian,who also has a home in California, 
said that most Armenians were supporting 
the Brazilian team during the tournament. 

As for neighbour Russia, which Armenia's 
big brother even after the dissolution of the 
Soviet Union, Kibrijian said, "Armenians 
always root against Russia in sports. In politics 
we are for Russia, we have to be. We have no 
alternative, but never in sports." 

Well, the Russians could turn around and 
say, thai's why the light has gone out of their 
lives. 


IT'S A DOG'S LIFE 


I N Belgium, one Kurt Roethlisberger will 
forever be remembered as the man who 
deprived their team from progressing in the 














1994 World Cup. The gentleman was not the 
German who scored the winning goal against 
the Belgians in the round of 16. He was, in 
faa, the Swiss referee who admitted that he 
robbed them off a penalty in their 2-3 loss to 
the defending champions. 

You may think that it is a gross over 
exaggeration that refereeing decisions are 
taken so seriously. But you are wrong. 

In the 1966 Final when Geoff Hurst's shot 
hit the German cross-bar and b{)unced near 
the goal-line, the Soviet linesman Tisik 
Bakhramov said it had crossed the line and his 
decision more or less assured England of their 
one and only World Cup triumph. Such was 
his fame after that incident and such is the 
power of soccer, that when he died in March 
last year, obituaries all over the world 
mentioned the split-second opinion he had 
passed to the referee in one corner of a foreign 
stadium 27 years earlier. 

Englishman .Jack Taylor is in the history 
books for being brave enough to blow for two 
penalties within 2S minutes of the 1974 Final 
between West German and Holland. What 
was even more gutsy was the first penalty, 
which was awarded to Holland in the very 
first minute of play without the Geimans 
even getting a touch on the ball, following 17 
passes by Cruyff's team. 

"I'll never foreget it", Taylor recalls, 
"Beckenbauer just turned his cold grey eyes 
on me and said, 'Taylor, you're an 
Englishman'. I don't think he meant it as a 
compliment." And Taylor has no regrets 
about awarding the Germans a penalty m the 
25th minute. "I've seen it cotintless times 
since and I would always do the same thing." 

Leslie Moltram is a Scot who was part of the 
World Cup panel of referees for 1994 and is an 
example of all the paradoxes of the profession. 
'I've been dodging bullets for many years now 
in Scotland,' he says and by that he doesn't 
mean the kind of stuff they encounter in 
Colombia, but of the verbal kind. 

"My poor mother," he says, "gets called 
names on my behalf as she walks down the 
street. There are a very few places I can go now 


socially. We are like the reverse of superstars. | 
A star is well known and liked. We're well > 
known and loathed." j 

Ironically, Mottram was on the other side of ' 
the law, as it were, before he became a referee. ; 
"The club 1 played for in Scotland, we only 
saw the ball on a Saturday because our coach 
thought that if we were starved off the ball 
we'd love to play with it during matches. It 
worked the other way; we didn't know what ' 
to do with it. 


"Then I played semi-pro for ten years as a 




defender—stopping forwards by fai r means i Mmm: tim ham tha 

orfoul. Mostly foul. That experience came in ; uwinviMla jobt w 

very handy when I became a referee. I know ■; 

when things are liable to flare up. I can just 

read the game a wee bit better. One observer f 

said that he always saw me at the spot where j 

play was but he never saw me sprinting to get ” 

there." 

Well that's a case of the classic 
poacher-turned-gamckeeper; like an i 

anarchist becoming Minister of Defence. i 
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Giants Stadium in New York, one was 
shocked to see two nuns wandering about the 
press working area wearing their 'habits.' 
Even more startling was the fact that they had 
identity cards strung around their necks. 
Television crews, photographers and 
journalists pounced on them to find out who 
they were and what they were doing there. It 
turned out that they were nuns from France , 
who had volunteered to be French translators 
and interpreters during the World Cup. 

1 guess you could say that soccer is a habit 
that none (no puns intended) would like to 
give up. 


A QUESTION OF TIME 


■'T''HE longest stoppage in a game at the 
i World Cup was of six minutes duration, 
when Mexico's defender Marcelino Bernal 
got tangled in the goal netting in the 21 st 
minute at the Giants Stadium, during their 
pre quarter-final loss to Bulgaria. The goal 
post collapsed and olficials rushed an 
alternative goal-frame, carried it from across 
the field and had the game back in action in six 
minutes. 

The fact that the posts were removable 
helped. Remember during the opening 
ceremony in Chicago, helpers had the posts 
off as soon as Diana Ross tried her luck — and 
missed—at the post, to kick off the 
entertainment programme. 


NUNS ON THE RUN 


O NE of the better mood photographs of . 

this World Cup wasn't even clicked in 
the USA. The news picture taken by an agency 
showed a group of elderly nuns from the good 
Shepherd Convent in Twinbrook, Northern 
Ireland cheering the team from the Irish 
Republic while watching the game on TV. The 
convent changed their daily prayer tinte for 
the game against the Netherlands but the 
, sisters came away from their television sets 
. disappointed. One doesn't know whether the 
nuns were cheering Jack Charlton's team 
because of the Catholic connection or because 
they were genuine soccer fans. 

And that was not the only incident in the 
’ World Cup which was associated with the 
' religious orders. 

While delving through the complex data 
’ computer in the working room below the 


And talk about dignity of labour, among the 
four men who helped carry the frame across 
the length of the field, was Giants Stadium's 
World Cup venue director Charlie Stilitano, 
the former soccer All-American from 
Princeton. He had on a suit and a walkie-talkie 
headset, but still rushed out to help. Imagine 
that happening in the Eden Gardens or the 
Feroreshah Koila! The incident makes one 
wonder—as many Americans surely would 
have—would it really be difficult to keep the 
match time on the official stadium clock? The 
top league in American football also had the 
referee keeping time for many years, but 
changed that to a system where the referee 
signals when the clock should stop and restart. 

The significant day at the Giants Stadium 
proved that adjustments can he made in 
football also, so as to avoid controversies over 
time. The clock was reset at 21 minutes after 
the six-minute delay to replace the damaged 
goal. Ironically, it was the same goal post that 








was chosen that day for what was till then the 
only penalty shootout of the World Cup^ 


CLINTON: KEEPING THE FAITH 


P RESIDENT Clinton, who surprisingly got 
booed during the World Cup opening 
ceremony, has one conneaion with soccer; 

His daughter Chelsea is a soccer player, but 
that doesn't mean that the President has a 
good understanding of the game. Why he 
didn't even know that his daughter was a 
good goalkeeper. But as Brazilian coach 
Parriera puts it, "That's a position for lazy 
people. I always tell my goalkeeper to get out 
of the goal, go up and do some running 
around." 

Maybe Clinton will give his daughter 
similar advice. Meanwhile one innovative 
Brazilian fan carried a cutout of President 
Clinton to the game against Russia. The 
cutout was draped in a yellow Brazilian 
jersey and blue shorts. What the intended 
message was is not really known. Maybe the 
gentleman had forgotten that the Cold War is a 
thing of the past. 

And USA getting out in the round of 16 did 
not help much to further the President's 
knowledge. Just goes on to prove that even 
the President of the superpttwer in the world 
is totally in the dark about some minor aspects 
of life...like soccer. 


MONEY TALKS... 


T hey were supposed to be the 'ptntr boys of 
American sport.' But things seem to be 
changing for America's national team players. 
Nine of the squad's 22 were playing in 
overseas clubs even before this World Cup, 
but now solid offers have been made by 
European clubs to five players contracted to 
the United States Soccer Federation. (USSFl. 

Though a full-time professional soccer 
league is scheduled to start in the US next 
April, an American player can instantly step 
on to a higher level by signing with a 
European club and dozens of scouts from 
overseas carefully monitored all four US 
World Cup games. 

According to USSF officials, clubs in Euroite 
have offered contracts to defenders Paul 
Caligiuri and Alexi Lalas, midfielder Mike 

■ ,1 '..v'-V-•/ 



Sober, winger Cobi .tones and striker Joe 
MaxmtKjre. 

The players' contraas with the USSF, 
which pay them between (3000 and $6500 a 
month, expire in Oaober after which they are 
free agents. They could expect to earn three 
times as much in Europe, as well as 10 per cent 
of the signing-on fee in any trade. 

An English club has offered in excess of $ i 
million for Alexi Lalas, who has lately found 
himself as a frequent guest on late night talk 
shows in the US In fact, Lalas is said to be 
ideally-suited for English scKcer—especially 
the tabloids—because of his red hair, goatee 
and his extrovert lifestyle, which includes 
being a rock singer in his spare time. "I would 
love to play in any country where soccer is 
part of the culture," says the 24-ycar-old US 
defender Lalas. "So, for any club out there 
that wants me. I'd say come and get me. I'm 
ready." So while the American players might 
have been defeated 

all of them were certainly not dejected. * 
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dockwriM liPM Top right 


If Ihofo's OM tMM tko lodim 
rooM for rM IhnMigh Iho 
tD omo mo t ttwooBnrii. 

And tho Br^lion M pliiy 
•onw impifod and eolmifwl 
soGcor which ooly sorvod to 
iocroasothoirfra MIowiiig 
tbo worid ovor. Tho Rolh 
Mola eolobrolioiis in 
ColcMlIo taw ovon tho Godi 
taUag a bach-ooal ao tho 
Braaiian World fonraw 

O BV olopod tho Bwot dowot 
Mlowoia 


Baaaad for Hoiag a natal 
dacanMotaal? Hoy, if 0 got to 
ho a HFA conpiracy againat 
tho graot Maradona. As is 
tvioM Iron tho drawing, tha 
sympatln of tho Calcattans 
am Stitt for tho disffractd 
ham 


With tha Worid Cup favor 
raging in India, tho corpomto 
sector was guide toju^ on 
to tha bandvvagon. Tlw 
loading botalsnadthoirchaft 
working o v arti m o to craata 
exotic wshos like Puskas* 
Swarva, VaMaraauna 
Dosaati Maradona l^ic 
and Koonian's Rraakiek. And 
to giva their custoaiors a liva 
stica of tha action, they had 
ovon installod giant TV 
scraons in thoir restaurants. 
And tha CBStoniors had their 
fiti of food., jwd soccer! 


if s lata in tho nigl^ hut onco 
you've got soccer in your 
blood, sloop takas a back 
seat Mowalal, ttw soccer 
ganius of yastoryoam is still 
on avid followar of tho ganw. 
And his contagious passion 
for tbo puma htt passed on to 
his fanuly, at they ioin him for 
yat another sloapiBSS— but 
exciting—night to view 
proceedings in the USA 
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ASHOKE CHAKRABORTY 
films the moods prevalent 
during the World Cup 
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/v, 't’s h^ere.Xh^e fintti tnonment:. 

You have to score that goal.For your country. 
Your teaB|i. Your tans. The world. 

v%*- 

But more importantly, for yourself. 

It's now or never.Your feet are up in the air. 

For that one suspended moment, it all seems lllce a dream. 
Then, you experience'the heady taste of victory. 

Between victory and defeat, fame and anonymity, 
pride and envy,lies your decision to watch 
the magic unfold on an OIMIOA. 









ONIDA 

rite spirit of ONIDA. 
It's th^ same bat! game. 




A Baby Face 
With 


Fairy Feet 

lhe lh\\'ish lookiiiif Itl lil I () /v, alonif w ith 

lellow striker Ronntrio, one of 

the stilt s of the ffresent liritzilidn ientn. 

A ffrofile of the tnlenteJ pliiyer 


: SHANDY O'eRIEN, NEW YORK 
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D uring ihib world cup, 

Brazilian forwards 
Romano and Bebeto were 
paid ihc highest American 
fonijilimem, when one member of 
the US team said that if Rornario was 
the Michael Jordan of soccer, then 
Bebeto was Magic Johnson. 

While Bebeto and Komario 
recognise each others merits and 
know that they synthesise perfectly 
on the Brazilian team, the two arc 
virtual opptfsiles in jtersonality and 
play While Rornario is a egotistic 
loudmouth, Bebett) is painfully slty, 
but a bit ol a cry baby. A shade taller 
than the 5ft. 6 in. Rornario, Bebeto is 
of a similar boyish cast, but whet e 
Rornario is more compact and rela ted 
in his playing style, Bebeto gives ytm 
the impression of a whirlwind of aims 
and legs. 

Born Jose Roberto Gama Ue 
Oliveria on February I o, 1 ^>64, 

Belieto, who is described as a baby face 
witli fairv feel, has had a successful, 
but less flainhoyaril career than 
Rornario, vc'lio has hogged most of the 
limelight 'I he slim sinker won 
acclaim playing for thtee Brazilian 
clufis, V'tona i 1070-851, Flainengo 
1 80 J and Vasco Ira Gama ['89-9,Jl 

Rornario and Bebeto 
also teamed up for 
Brazil, at the '88 
Olympic Games, and 
after this World Cup, it 
will be hard to imagine 
one performing to his 
full potential without 
the other 
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Roniono SCI up a jjo.il, lU-hcUi said,' I 
rill) up In Koiuanii and ^ivc him a 
huj; and sav. Thank you lor nivHi>> me 
lhai pass ' 

Romano, loi Insiiarl, dcclaicd, "I 
led so liappy as li I si oied ihe j:;oal 
myself. When we eml'tai ed, ihe 
wouls that he iilleied were like ihosi- 
Iron) one bioihei lo anoiher ’ And 
aller Beheto sioied Hra/il's second 
(•oal afiaiiisi Holland, ihe I wool them 
lined up at Ihe loi ner lla^ and did a )!>■ 
lliai would maiih Koi;ei Milla's 

lainoiisfii^nle 

Heheio is always aleii and on the 
lookoul lor goal-si oi iiii^ i haiiies and 
Romano always seems in appear I loiii 
iiowheie lo pul ihem m. While 
Romano kisses Ins liiigeisaiid makes 
ihe sij>n ol ihe I ross all el si onnu, 
Beheio nsidily lells reporieis "i ,od 
H<ive me ihis lalenl.I oul\ wish ail 
yoimjisleis weie .iddii ted lo 
>;oal sionm; liki'Dll " Beheio is I'asily 
iiioii iiiohili' I hail Roinai lo and doi s a 
lot iiu>ie woi k than Romano 


It IS said I ha I Beheii > is so inn use 
ahoiil IooiImII that he doesn'l sleep al 
niuhl il Ik doesn I si oie III a )4ame Bin 
Bebeio's laieei has had iis 
rolleuoaslei ndes loo I li was known 
lo have a siispi tl leinpi laineni and 
was always lomplaiump ol iri|lines li 
was sail! lhal Ins skills wonidn'l 
lloiinsli when they lanie iipayiaiusi 
J'liropiMii ihiigpeiv 

Beheio was on ihe Bni/il sipi.id loin 
years .ipo iii lialy hut made wa\’ lot 
Muller 111 ihi iilaying eleven llehisi 
maik’ Ins maik ai ihe <’opa ( up m 
1 w'lieie he w.is ihe lop sioier A 
lew inonilis laiei, he had heen voted 
South Aineiuan I ooihallei Ol The 
Ye, II, and alihoiii>h ihai aw.iiil is 
noi malls aieompained hy a |)lane 
III ket lo I mope 111' ilidn'i i^i’l aip 
oilers horn hip i liihs lie heiame even 
inoie Inisiiaied when hei|mi ihi 
nalion.il sipiad diiimp ihe lo')| I'opa 



<_iip in Chile allet iiioloiiped 
alurcaiions will) coach l alcao. 

As a player, IJeheio lan he a deliphi 
10 walch hill because he likes playinp ii 
roving role on Ihe field, he can ai linn s 

"God gave me this 
talent, i only wish all 
youngsters were 
addicted to goal-scoring 
like me."—Beheto 

hea loach's uighimaii- Yei jneseni 
loai h Alheiio f'arrieia has manapid 
lo gel ihe most out ol hoih hnn and 
Romano hy gi\ mg ihem an 
oppornniily lo use iheir esicpuon.il 
skills wlierevei i!ie\’ iliink ii is 
iieiessary 

In I 002, Beheio goi Ins mm h 
assailed break Boiiissia Doiimmu! ol 
I iCi many and I )epoi us o ol 
Spam made bids, Init he i hose Span , 
heiaiise he lell iliai Ins wile Oemse 
woiildn'i like ihe (Teriiian winiei In 
Ins lirsi season m Imioite, he Imislu d 
as Spain's lop sioiei vviih 2 '> goals, 
pros iiig lhal his hiand ol looihali was 
delimlely valid even in hurofie 
"Whaievei people may think 
deleiideis in Bia/il are lai mine 
violenl in Brazil ih.m in Spam, " he 
explained 

Ills sei ond season m Spam was noi 
so sin lesshil A goal lamme <ind a 
desiie lo lease the club saw Behi'lo 
going hack home vei> olien. In lad, 
Deporliso s managei even said lhal he 
ihonghi lhal Beheto miglil have a 
giilliiend haik home, which didn'l go 
down loo well with Denise and the 
two kids 

Bui ilien Ihmgs changed and the 
goals began lo come rrepotlivo who 
well* llueaiened with lelegalion 
heloii’ lU'heio |oiiK-d, iiciiially had a 
good chaiue to win the Spanish lille 
which had heen monopolised hv 
BarieJona siiiie 1V‘>1 ,inilu-lasi 
maichotilie league, Baiielona were 
lied 2-2 wiih Seville, which me.iiii 
lhal Deportivo had loheat Valeiuia in 
a mail h which was taking plan- 
simiiltaiieoiisly, Romano scoied tor I 
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Bniicloiici lo nuikf ii J-2 ciiid as iliat 
iH-ws hlU'iL’ci inio lilt- Dc-porlivd 
liciK'li. ilii'y goi a pt-nally in ilic Iasi 
imnuK’ III till.- jiantf. Tlic iillo was 
suu'ly lit'poiiivd's InsK’aii, licbcio 
walked away Irdiii the penally 
alldwing sdineone else Id take the 
shot --anil miss In that nne day, 
Rdinario had estahlished himself as 
Brazil's fpeai Wdi Id < up hd|»e ahead 
dl Ins (Menial rival. Beheld 

Beheld, whd ismuIi an animal lover 
lliai he has a i nlotiy of animals in his 





Ihs liiimifMf m A 

tMI[W l>jW j^ftilk»|W^ 


desinhes Ins name as " In pla\ 
good Idol hall, you iiiiisl play with 
ymii head, your inielhneme, yom 
speed and yoni speed ol llioughi Ciod 
hasgiven me leitain gilisand 1 iiy to 
pul ihem Id gdini use. Ball skills have 
Id he lianslaled into oiie-tdueli 
Iddihall III lenam aieas ol ihe piuli ' 
These skills have helped pull 
Beheld's lamily oiii '’f noviMiy and 
have placed him amoiig ihe heiiei 
players dl this Wui 111 ( up And one 
thing has heen proved, no rnaiiei 
whal iheit equaiioii dll ihe held, onil, 
Beheld plus Homario equals a deadiv 
sliikeldtce. Ask some dl ihe delenders 
ol ihe l^nq World Cup and ihey will 
i lell you so 
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A ccording to an opinion 
poll in the USA the person 
who was voted as the closest 
look-alike of O.J. Simpson is 
none other than Martin 
Dahiinof Sweden. 

C OME of the interesting 
O nicknames coined by the 
media during World Cup '94 
arc John "Herald Angels 
Sing" Harkes, "I’ll pick up the" 
Tab Ramos Martin,"Mt)ve 
over" Dahlin; and Rashidi 
"Yellow Polka Dot" Yekini of 
Nigeria. 

A rgentine Rock starFito 
Paez dedicated his song 
'Give Joy to the Heart' to 
Diego Maradona. 

> V t A A E'LL be sitting here 
V V on pins and needles 
and pulling for you" is the 
written message sent by Bill 
Clinton on behalf of himself 
and his family to the U.S. team 
the night before their quarter 
final match against Brazil. 
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'"PHE 'Well Woman Centre' 
.1 in Dublin has dealt with 
twice the daily average of 
requests for 

morning-after-birth control 
pills during the Irish matches 
of the World Cup. The Centre 
believes that after over¬ 
consumption of Guinness, 
swallowing these pills 
helped the Irish fans stay 
awake in order to watch their 
teanti's matches. 



sa 


•"I 'HL tallest playe r in the 
? World Cup IS JcrslK n 1 lo 
of Noiway. His heiglit is 6'5’', 

CCCIRDING to the Israeli 
.* k rarmly Violence 
Prevention Unit, in Isiael 
wife-beatmg haddropjied liy 
■)0% during ilu Woild Cup 'V4 


'■ r HF Adtdas hall Quesira 
* used for this year's World 
Cup was named aftei the'Iatc 
American l‘resident John F. 
Kennt dy s space polu y which 
was christened as 'QUEST 
FORTH): STARS' 

> OMARIO decided to 
\ dedicate Brazil's World 
Cup campaign to Ayrton 
Senna wliile Saudi Arabia's 
Argtutinecoach JorgeSolari 


I' HE Brazilian daily 
• i'.V/i(irn’j jiubUslied 28 
pages on the World Cup everyday. 




PURSUIT 


dedicated Saudi Arabia’s 
epoch making win over 
Belgium to Carlos Menem. 

T he artificial grass of the 
Pontiac Silverdome had to 
be lifted because of a 
Jehovah’s Witnesses 
convention (Jehovah’s 
Witnesses is a cult which 
believes that the world will 
end in 2000 A.D. Michael 
Jackson is one of the 
prominent members of this 
cult). About 50,000 delegates 
are expected to visit this 
convention. The grass will 
now be transplanted to BEIIF. 
ISLE.the largest Island Park in 
theU.S. 

T he following players did 
not play tn the opening 
match for their respective 
countries in this World Cup 
because they had either seen 
two yellow cards or one red 
card during the qualifiers of 
the World Cup: 

1) Phillipe Albert (Belgium). 

2) Juan Manuel Pena 
(Bolivia). 

3) Andoni Zubizarreta ■ 

E MEKA EZEUGO the 
Nigerian midfielder 
became the first player who 
played in the Calcutta Maidan 
for a local side^tb play in the 
World Cup. However, Majid 
Baskar the star of the early 
Eighties who played for East 
Bengal and Mohd. Sporting 
had played for Iran in the 
qualifying rounds of the 1978 
World Cup. Iran went on to 
qualify for the ’78 Cup in 
Argentina but Majid was 
dropped from the team for the 
finals. 



M artino AH LIN is the 
son of an unwed couple. 
His mother Julia had fallen in 
love with a long haired rock 
guitarist from Venezuela 
named Nicholas, he 
visited Sweden to 
play for his group. After a brief 
tempestuous relationship, 
Nicholas went back to 
Venezuela never to return 
again and a disillussioned 
Julia become a qualified 
psychologist and treated 
others fur their mental 
problems in order to forget her 
own. 


T he must popular wig for 
sale in the World Cup was 
iiiodellcd on the hair of Alexei 


Lalas of thcU.S.A. 


iirpAL sonnAft 






T here are times when 
language can play havoc 
with identities. For example, 
the Portuguese scribes had to 
scratch their heads because 
Dunga (the name of the 
Brazilian star) in Portuguese 
means dopey. And Italian 
journalists were flabbergasted 
because .Scifo in Italian means 
disgusting- 


T he goalkeeper who let in 
the most number of goals 
in regulation time in a World 
Cup '94 match was Jacques 
Songo of Cameroon against 
Russia. 


N orwegian coach Egil 
Olsen is so popular in his 
own country that he has an ice 
cream named after him. 


rN thcU.S.A. 'Football" is the 
laxic name of a briefcase 
which is passed from one 
( President to another. The brief- 

T' case contains the keys of all 
nuclear warheads which can 
be switched on during times of 
conflict and emergency. 

Pamab Mukherjee 






GIANT-KILLERS! 




Whaf the BnUjiU icJiis iuhieved wouhi have heea 
a supcrhuma}} e ffort for any other 
'Cinderella' team that ijualified for USA '94 
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The Germans 
r; were 

over-confident. A 
dressing room 
source revealed 
that they were 
® more concerned 
about the heat 
and humidity in 
New York than 
about the 
Bulgarians 
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(XiQC^mMlqaMfiRp|i^ 

in Kjplaa^, ^y^fo^jnrm^ 
Irai| crisis, Saudi AraUa 
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In fact,llie 

^KbeippY becaote ttti$ 
was tbe ftul^guiaa 

aatioiMl tcnni tteft was 

sclectedt^ Bolgatian 
soccer ofiBcMs «id n<« 
offidslsfnnntfae 
CimiumpIst^msreiB^ 
■^gowemratsBau' 

tlie faS of Conunfrodsm 
in 1989 allowed Bulgaria's 
ben soccet idayersfo play 
in hi^ative West European 
leagues, where they 
polished their games and in 
the case of Letchkov, who 
plays for Hamburg SV. 
some insight 
into the Germans. 'That 
was an added stimulus in 
beating Germany,' he said. 
•Ibnow their players. They 
know me. I will be back 
there and this game will 
come up. Better to have it 
come op and me be telling 
all the good stories,' he 
boasted. 

The fall of Communism 
also gave the Bulgarian 
federation the chance to 
realise profit from transfer 
fees, Stoichkov alone 
bringing the federation $4 
million. The new social 
order also r^ned 
Bulgarian eyes to new 
possibilities. Striker Na^o 
Srbakov, now back playing 
professionally in Bidgatia, 
used the money be made in 
dte West to ^en a stringof 
bars and hotels aR home. 

But asPenev, a former 
Coinemunist sa^ *S<Miie 
have numey. Oth«s have 












character 1* The oOtub 
incidentally had^l^asa 
ototml ^eifdef lor 
Bul^ada in tlw 'INI 

and '74Wtak!’Cttps.rffot 
once did I eifd upon 
the winning idde. "he 
retsdled niefpBy—and 
accutately." Ifsa icriflde 
' record, but I waa&H^ftil 


my team could put an end 
to my rotten luck by 
{iidring up a victor / o- two 
here." , . 

lib team hasgiveii him 
mbi(ethan;.thMt. In &<$, 
|Gib^'li^.im'yanee^^ " ^ 
.,:!^^iiilt«|edithG fanspxesen. 1 . 
hi Amebca also sptdce 
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abotid^y many r 
Bulgarins didn't tuni up 
to cheer Hieir teRm betwiie 

■ they though f «be ' 

fruitless task. Some q(!i^ 
hms who hM made ft, 
compiainedthat they 
foundk haxdso buy 
aiB>mj»1ateT-shins fortiid' : 
game, because there . •; ' V .- 










tCHtriSut todii^eia 
nOtfcMT 

the Q»m$ StiMHu^h «rt»n« 
Buigatia i»«t Bitt fei*: 

was deteftnSniid t0«e« tlMe 
game, ''leganOesstdtvhia 
the tkket might chst.'^he 


For the 

Americans who 
were not soccer 
nuts and hadn't 
heard of the 
Maleeva sisters, 
their familiarity 
with Bulgaria 
prior to that win 
lover champions 
Germany) was 
likely to rank 
lower than their 
soccer 
knowledge 
before the World 
Cup 


sahi waving hl$ Sag. 

After the taU of the 
CoBomunistit^htre/Uie 
Bulgarian nog vmsti%i{)ii»^ 
of its Bed ^«adi Utm Seal 

weren't too rttMiy autograph T-shirts of theh WoridCup,Many -—aomtories-eWsYtohot 

Bulgarian hems on sak at ItotohutAsoneoftheludcy Buigaiions don't have the ofhiavety.lltoflagl'itoev 

the souvenir Shops. Two of Bu]ga(iansea|(t'Wewent wh««witiialfouavelto carried was a pJam ted, 

them not only wwe toUwl«bot»{jmdthey Ametlcg. Some said the grmiandwdiitoone. 

BulgarianT^t^rtsbuthad sigrntd.'Jtieiearenotioo tickets to dm ganws were Na{»oMemdtore. dnee 

Bulgarian player many Bujgaiwns here." jtfst too expand ve.Chhcrs the world had whneased 

autographs all over the thesmatUcontftigem sajkl that Utohy fans from that the lions'had shifted 

Shirts Not many players present also hade lot td home woe denied visas (0 from the flag, onto the 

Irom other teams could explanoiittostortheladcof the US because authotttles soccer fields of World Cup 

have managed to fenowcounfryntonstthe feaiedthey would use U as OSA. *i 
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Off the fieldr the World 
Cup was a financial 
bonanza for the 
organisers and the 
corporate sponsors. In 
retrospect, it has been 
the biggest money¬ 
making tournament 
in history 
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BY ANDY O’BRIEN, NEW YORK 


T IS known to l>f the most 
watched S|H»rting spectacle on 
Planet Harth. Yet when President 
. Clinton kicked off the World 
Cup, hundreds of American 
companies were holding their hrcalh 
praying that the first World Cup m the 
United States would be a marketing 
success and not, as many pollsters 
predicted, the biggest financial 
own-goal of our time. 

The marketing folks were worried 
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because the span was soccer, the 
event the World Cup finals and the 
host the Untied States—an untried 
combination that came together for 
no apparent reason but to try and 
make money. For, while an estimated 
fifteen million Americans did play the 
game, the conventional wisdom 
among those who ran professional 
sports in America, was that soccer 
remained better displayed than 
played. 

Football, the world's most popular 
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iOPAL KUMAR SAMANT A 








jJEEKSESBfCSSS-r 







Datpil* ■ ladi of imaraci. JtMricaa 
ly o ct olor i <id Ihfo o g Ika wo—00 

game, at the higher level is not only a 
sport but also a business. And the key 
to that business is the 20ih century 
monstrous phenomenon called 
television. Despite the possibility of 
reaching a global TV viewership of 50 
billion, and the possibility of reaching 
out to 3.5 million foreign fans coming 
to the US and the swelling band of 
Americans who play and follow the 
sjiort, there was still apprehension 
about the World Cup. 

The main publicity pitch, under 
these circumstances, for World Cup 
USA marketeers had been to alert 
America to the fad that the World 
Cup was coming to town — 
unthinkable in a soccer cra/y nation 
like Italy, l)ul necessary in a country 
whcic the sjHiri is not even known by 
Its original name. Marketing 
conipanies knew of the risks spon>ors 
were taking, but svild the idea by 
saying that the money spent would be 
used to get after the overseas 
consumers w!io made football the 

The Pontiec Silverdome in Detniit despite 
fears that there would not be any crowds to 
watch tha matebos, ultunaloty. USA 'M 
tumad out to be one of Iho most successful 
toumaiiieats over 
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world's most popular sport. But 
sponsors were also aware that World 
Cup USA '94 had to make a big splash 
among its hosts t<K). and were 
counting on America's enduring 
affection for the big spectacle. For the 
marketing people, America's 
disinterest in the World Cup. 
represented the greatest of all 
challenges—selling the public 
something they basically did not 
want. And they met the challenge by 
selling the idea to America that this 
was the biggest thing in the rest of the 
world, so why not fall in line loo. 

As it turned out, even if it so 
happened that most Americans 
turned the other way when the 
world's greatest si^Kjrts show was on, 
by tlie time the tournament closed, 
millions of Americans had helped 
turn it into the biggest money-mitking 
tournament in history. For, it was not 
the hearts and the minds of the 
Americans that the marketing people 
were after.it was their wallets. 

From all the evidence that is 
available, there is little doubt that the 
marketing men have been immensely 
successful in their venture. Which 
meant that along with the millions or 
so genuine enthusiasts who flocked 
here.from the rest of the world, the 
Yanks themselves ended up spenditig 
thousands of millions of dollars on the 
game they ridiculed as strictly for 
playground wimps. 

For starters, the World Cup did 
manage to rope in ten major coniorate 
sjxmsors — like Coca Cola, General 
Motors, McDonalds, Gillette, 
Mastercard and Fuji Film—who 
committed about $20 million each, all 
of which went to FIFA. A second 
sponsor category—known as 
marketing partners who were mote 
domestic than international—had 
nine companies [like Adidas, 

Ameiican Airlines, Budweiser] who 



had committed $7 million each to be 
paid to the World Cup USA. Lower 
down the financial ladder, there were 
300 companies which paid $3 million 
apiece to buy the use of the logo and 
mascot for merchandising. 

Add to all this, the $11 million paid 
lor TV rights and at least $1 billion in 
ticket sales and what, we have is the 
biggest World Cup bonanza of all 
lime. Over and above all this, of 
course, was the kind of money that 
the industries related to tourism in the 
nine venues made during the 
tournament 

Hoardings likn Canon [in picture) ware 
teen by an estimated 31 billion paople. 
throogh television across the globe. This 
was advertising on a gigantic scale 
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Question is, was il wonh 
everyone's while afierall? 

The major sponsors seemed sold on 
the fart that their two billboards 
around each playing venue, with a 
combined rtach of 32 billion people, 
in itself was worth the money they 
spent. A first time in America, the 
hoardings at the ground level along 
the playing area, were the most 
expensive stripes of wood you had 
seen in your life. 

But, of course, it wasn't as if ail the 
sponsors merely paid their moneyand 
sat back. No, they also picked off 
promotions to squeeze as much value 
as they could from the money they 


By the time the 
tournament closed, 
millions of Americans 
had helped turn it into 
the biggest' 
money-making 
tournament in history. 
For, it was not the hearts 
and the minds of the 
Americans that the 
marketing people were 
after; it was their wallets 
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WoiMCqi 

had already spent on the tournament. 

Even though polls showed that a 
majority of Americans could not 
name the country where the World 
Cup was being played, the streets of 
the nine venue cities thronged with 
people wearing various World Cup 
paraphernalia. Time Warner sports 
merchandising, one t»f the major 
cximjranies who took thq^gamble to 
retail World Cup goods, estimate that 
Americans have shelled out about a 
billion dollars on soccer gear alone. 




woridCupmm 


•Stf 


61 



California businessman Mario 
Fumini was just hoping to have a little 
fun and make a little cash by opening a 
kiosk in a Los Angeles shopping mall 
selling World Cup merchandise. Now 
he owns four, 'What A Kick' sports 
stores specialising in stuff he reckons 
is already producing a $ one million 
turnover. And he rushed to open 
stores all around the country during 
the World Cup saying, "When will 
they ever see a Bolivian hat or a 
Romanian T-shirt. Believe me, this 
thing really caught «>n." 

Catching on to such an extent that 
Tiffany's, the world famous Jewellery 
stoic for the rich and famous, sold the 
most common t>f souvenirs—the 
World Cup key ring. But this one was 
in solid silver and cost $75. Mastercard 
painted huge soccer related ads on city 
buses and ran soccer commercials 
featuring Pele, a total campaign worth 
a staggering $75 million. Gillette 
launched a nation-wide lottery where 
a fiver could have won you a chance to 
witness the final at the Rose Bowl and 
also a shot to put a ball through a 
four-fool hole from 15 yards and bag 
another million dollars. 

Fast food giants McDonalds used 
the World Cup to launch world-wide 
promotions, including a World Cup 
sfiedal meal (triple cheeseburger, fries 
and a cola for a throwaway price]. The 
makers of Budweiser beer—thirsty to 
wm over the Latin American market 
— distributed barmersand posters to 
every pub in every town, welcoming 
World Cup fans to have a taste of 'the 
king of In’ers'. 

One of America's top game makers 
launched their latest pin ball machine 
based on soccer—one of which had 
many journalists at the Giants 
Stadium media centre stumped. 
Shoemakers Reebok ran a national 
campaign, without using the words 
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Football, the world's 
most popular game, at 
the higher level is not a 
sport but also a 
business. And the key to 
that business is the 20th 
century monstrous 
phenomenon called 
television 


'World Cup', but full of soccer 
atmosphere, while Umbro had a more 
direct advertisement challenging the 
official marketing sponsors Adidas, 
who concentrated on their Questra 
balls and Predator boots. The beauty 
of the World Cup sponsorship 
arrangement was its exclusivity. 

There could only be one sponsor for 
each category of grxxls. Thus Adidas' 
involvement slammed the door on its 
rivals. 

While there is no way to qualify the 
effect that the spending—as it is with 
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Fiat-who are so committed that they 
contributed endless resources. Here, 
we have a non-profit corporation 
without any direct government 
funding and therefore the commercial 
aspea is essential to make the game 
work." 

The apparent aim was to generate 
enough money to leave a legacy for 
the sport in America, where a 
prolessional outdoor league is set to 
kick off in April of 1995. But whai 
does all the money add to in the fin.il 
analysis? No one will even venture o 
hazard a guess But when you 
consider that the 24 finalist nations 
came away with hefiy cash share-outs 
ol $ I. t million upwards, detH’nding 
on theii performance, a large 
percentage of that can Ireattribu'ed 




any sports sponsorshi|i—has had on 
sales or brand exposure. Judging from 
what we saw and the reaction of the 
corixirations who spent big bucks, it's 
easy to say that everybody is mighty 
pleased with their investments and 
the interest in the tournament. 

When they take a look at the 
balance sheet at the end of it all, it will 
be proved that more than any other, 
the 1994 Cup was run as a business. 
World Cup Chairman, Alan 
Rothenberg justified this saying, "It's 
partly because it is the United States. 
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It's also partly because of the unique 
set-up. The US Soccer Federation is 
not a wealthy federation, we don't 
have a pro Ic’ague whose resource's 
can be tapped. It's not a government 
run operation. In Italy, for example, 
you have the soccer lottery proceeds 
dedicated to building staditims, you 
have the gtrvernment loaning military 
at $1 a day, you had comjianies like 



QOPAl XtHMARSAMANIA 

not only to sponing prowess on the 
hxitball field, but marketing acumen 
and high-profile salesiiianship off it. 

What we have witnessed is surely 
the biggest World Cup bonanza of all 
time, in a country where 65 {ter cent ol 
the (Mipulation admitted that they 
swoopt*d channels as soon as soccer 
came on TV. 

It could only happen in America. # 
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2" Jl;l. V Goodwill 
Gamf*; Athletics, St. 
PentTsburj?; Jr World 
Cycling Champ, Quito 
(F.quador). 

28 JCl V Gtxidwill 
Games Athletics, St 

Petersburg, Jr World 
cycling Champ; Quito 
(Eqiia'dor); Scandinavi¬ 
an Open t;olf, Goteburg 
2‘i fUl.V. Goodwill 
Games Athletics, St 
Petersburg; Jr. World 
Cycling Champ, Quito 
(t-quador); Scandinavi¬ 
an Ojren Goll, Goteburg. 
’.() id V, Goodwill 
Games Athletics, Si. 
Petersburg; Jr World 
Cycling Champ, Qiiiio 
(Lqiiador), Scandiiiavi 
an OpK’n (.oil, Goteburg, 
Australian Open 

Badminton 

li.'i ii .Scandinavian 
Open Golf. Goteburg; Ir 
World Cycling Champ, 
Quito (hqiiador). 


Watch out for the woBwn's 
hurdfos ovmt in the Good¬ 
will Gamas at St Patan- 
borg 00 Prime Sport 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


Australian Open Bad¬ 
minton; .Ir. World 
Squash Champ, 

Christchurch, German 
Grand Prix Molor- 
Kacing, Mockenbeim; 
Brooklyn Motor-Racing, 
Michigan. 

! Al't.liSi Jr. World 
Squash CJianip. 

ChriMchiirch; Australian 
Open Badminton. 

} C! t.csr Jr. World 
Squash Champ, 

Chrisuluirch, Monte 
Carlo Grand Prix 
Athletics. 

- AGGISI Ir. World 
•Squash t'hamp, 

Chnstchurch; Women’s 
County Champ, 
t \> H.l'S ! England vs 
South Africa 2nd Cricket 
Test. Headingicy, BMW 
International OfM-n t.oif, 
Germany, Euro|H-an ,)r 
Swimming; (.7eihoslova- 
kia; Ir World Squash 
Champ. Christchurch 
• Al i.i sl England vs 
South Africa 2nd Cricket 


Test, Headlingely: Ji 
World Squash Champ, 
Christthurtli. European 
Jr. Swimming, C/e- 
choslovakia, BMW Inter¬ 
national Open Goll, Ger¬ 
many, Asia-Pacific.Swim¬ 
ming. New Delhi, 


7 AlK.HSr- England vs 
South Africa 2n(l Cricket 
Test. lleadmglc-y; .Ir. 
World Squash Champ, 
Chrisit hiirch, European 
■Ir. Swimming, Oe- 
chosinvakia. Asia-Pacilic 
Swimming. New Delhi; 



Eeropemi Soccer Show is a 
popolar item on Prime 
Sports. Picture shows s 
motch hetwoen Man- 
chostnr United and 
Borcolona 

f. hriglaiicl vs 

South Africa 2n(j Crickel 
'lest. Hcsidmglev, li 
World Sipiash Champ. 
Christchurch. Eiiropc-an 
Ir Swimtiiiiig. c'/e- 
choslovakia, Asia-Pacific 
Swiriiiiiiiig. New' Delhi, 
BMW Internaiional 
Open (to’lf. (iermany; E'A 
Chanty Shield, Went 
bley; Zew Zealand Open 
Badminton 


BMW InlerriJlional 
Open Golf, (ieriiiauy. Bn 
lish (iraiid Piix Road 
Race's, Doninglon; Ento- 
[M-dii Alhlelic Champ, 
ilelsinki; New Zealand 
Open Baciminlon 
» Vi .<«. si England vs 
Soulli Africa 2nd Crickel 
Tc-sl, Headnigley, l uro- 
peaii Alhlelic Cfiainp, 
Elelsiiiki, New Zealand 
Open Badminton 
a A! i.'.'S 1 European 
Alhlelic Cham, flelsiiiki; 
New Zealand Open Bad 
iniiilon, Nat West Tro¬ 
phy. Setiii-fiiial 
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EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 


K)RMlll.A IRAflNC; Pnmf Spuris is proud to Unn^: you 
another season of Formula 1 racin)> from around the world. 
This year, we will bring you all 16 Grand Pnx live and 
coinplcie. And don't nitss another exciting Formula I racing 
live coverage from Htickenheim - the German C’.rand Prix on 
,luly 31 at 6 pm 1ST 

HACtNG 

Wednesday 27. British Moiori^cling Grand Pnx highlights at 
6.30 pm 

Thursday 28 British Motorcycling Grand Pnx highlights at 12 
mtd-nighi and 11 am 

Sunday 31. F I World Championships horn Kockenhc*tin 
Monday I: F I World Championships at Hockeiilieiin at 11.30 
pm and 8 30 am 

Friday 5: Internal loiial Molors|)ort at 7.30 pin 

i Kit KFT 

Friday 5: England vs South Africa 2nd Test (Day I) at 7.30 am 
and 2 30 pm 

Saturday 6: England vs South Africa 2nd Test (Day 2) at 7 am 
and 12.30 pm 

Sunday 7- England vs Sooth Afnca 2nd Test (Day 3| at 7.30 am 
at 12.30 pm 

Monday 8; England vs South Africa 2nd Test (Day 3) at 10.30 
pni and 7 30 am of Day i and at 12.30 pm 
Tuesday 9 England vs Soutli Afnca 2nd Test (Day 4) at 10.30 
pm atid Day S at 7.30 am 


Thursday 28 European Soccei Show at 4 am and Futhol 
Mondial at am 

Fridjy29 Asian Football Show at S 30 pm 

Saturday 30; Asian Football Show at 11.30 am and7.30am 

and Fiiroix-an Soccer Show at 4 30 pm 

Sunday 31. Furopean Soccer Show at 10 30 pm. 8 30 am and 6 

pm and FutlK)l Miindial at 4.30 pm 

Monday 1. t:hinese national Fcxitball League at 4 am and 1 30 
pm 

Friday S: Asian Football Show at S 30 

Saturday 6: Asian Football Show at '.30 am and European 

Soccer Show at 4.30 pm 

Sunday 7: European Soccer Show at 6.30 am and 10.30 pm 
and F'utbol Mundial at 2.30 pm 
Monday 8. FutbolMundialat 12.30am and 7am 
Tuesday 9- Futbol Mundial at! 2 iKMin 
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Nigal MmmII Mada a caaMkack ia Iha Fanaala 1 ckanpioathip 
aflar faila aaaw liaM. His paiticipatiaa wilt add colaar to the raciag 
world agaia 

WWF. 

Friday 29; Wrestling Sjxitlighi at 4 30 pm 

Saturday 30; Wrcstltng Spotlight at 10.30 pm and 6.30 am and 

Mania at S.30pm 

Sunday 31; Wrestling Mania at 11 30 pm 

Friday 5: Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 ptn 
Saturday 6; Wrestling Mania at 5.30 pin 
Sunday 7; Wrestling Mania at 5.30 am 

All timings in 1ST 
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IT'S ON STAR 





r "f HERE is this story about the late 
Richard Nixon, when in the late 
li. 1950's he went on a visit to 
Latin America. Getting off the plane at 
a very early stop on the trip, the vice 
president flashed the traditional 'ok' 
sign (or as some call it, the 'tops' sign), 
at the assembled crowd. Many in the 
crowd were angered and began 
yelling and bcKiing Nixon. His 
motorcade was also pelted with rocks. 

Why the hostility? Well for one 
thing, it was a tough year lot the US in 
that part of the world. But at least, part 
of it stemmed from the fact that no 
one told vice president Nixon that 
many Latin Americans interpret the 
formation of an 'o' with the thiiinl) 
and forefinger to mean, not 
'everything is fine,'but rather,'.. . 
you.' Oops. 


it doesn't have to be that way, 
especially with heads of states, heads 
of national federations and mediamen 
converging from all parts of the world. 

All staff were asked to consider the 
ramifications of signs and gestures 
that might be misunderstood. And 
along the line, you also pick up things 
that you didn't know and you too 
begin to become conscious of what 
you say and do. 

As noted above, flashing the 'ok' at 
Latin Arneriianscan get you into 
serious trouble, especially if you do so 
after their team had lost a match. 
Germans also apparently consider it 
very rude And if you used it in Iront of 
the hordes of .lapanese journalists 
who had come for the World Cup. it 
would have signalled to them that you 
wanted money, prelerably coins. To 



US Hispanic players 
were sure they 
would understand the 
tactics spoken by the 
Brazilians, since 
they knew Spanish. A 
small gaffe; 

Brazilians actually 
speak Portuguese 


That was supposed to be 11 le most 
storic'd i>olitical gaffes of all lime. But 
It also taught the organisers ol the 
World Cui) that since they were about 
to welcome the entire world, their 
Work force ought to gel in tune with 
the worlcf of protocol. And if you were 
willing to ask them, you would have 
found out that World Cup USA's 
protocol staff knew very well that 
there were plenty of ways to insult 
pc’ople without even knowing it The 
World Cup staff were taught, that 
though some habits and gc'stures are 
veiy common to human beings, all 
over the world, they don't always 
mean the same thing to everyone. 

In the world of protocol, you are 
aiipjiently just a wave of the hand 
away Irom an mternationai incident, 

H It the World Cup folks decided that 
66 


the iTC’iuh, who take everything at 
face value, you would be indicating 
that what they were saying was 
worthless And if they, the 
I renchmen, were talking about how 
successful their World Cup will be m 
1998, then you could also get into hot 
water. 

The 'thumbs-up' signal is 
recognisc-d almost everywhere as an 
affirmative sign h'or some rc-ason, the 
Greeks and Italians are unfamiliar 
with it. They might actually think you 
were looking for a ride to the stadium. 
To Nigerians, thumbs-up' is an insult 
especially if you moved it slightly 
upwards. In Germany it is definitely 
more salutary. Elash a thumbs up at a 
German and he or she will likely think 
you are ordering a beer. 


Winston Churchill's famous 
'V-For-Victory' gesture is used by 
many people around the world 
because it means pretty much what h 
looks like, as long as your palm is 
facing away from you. Yet there were 
some Bangladeshi journalists who 
insisted on duplicating Nixon's worst 
South Amerian nightmare. They 
thought it to be hip and repeatedly 
made the sign to whoever they saw. 
Problem was, they turned their palms 
around with the back ol their hands 
facing outward. 

There were other gaffes too, some 
serious, some not so serious. Like 
when a Dallas newspapei carried an 
article in which the town's police chief 
advised restaurants to be caiefiil ol 
Nigerians com mit t ing c red 1 1 c a rd 
fraud and to call police if large 
numbers turned up speaking 
Nigerian Ajiart from the fact that not 
many of the shoj) owners could ha ve 
dilferentiated between a Nigerian, a 
Saudi Arabian and a Morrocan from 
the language they spoke, I lie remarks 
were racist The mayor of Dallas had to 
publish an unconditional apology to 
the Nigerians. 

Ill a lighter vein there was the one- 
quote ol Bulgarian manager, Penev 
which was traiislated as saying to alter 
the (ic-rmany match, his players were 
'loaded', what he meant, of course, 
was tfiat they were high on 
confidence His use of the word loaded 
was however, quite ircinical, because 
after their iterformance, not only will 
the players get big bonuses from their 
country, but they will be financially 
well olf with deals fiom top European 
clubs. Moreover, rumour had it lhat 
the Bulgarians partied the night 
through consuming every ounce of 
boo'ze available at their embassy 

But on top of the list of blunders was 
he one.by one of the many American 
players with a Hispanic background. 
While commenting on their game 
against Bra/il one of them said, "One 
thing they can't do is sledge us or talk 
about tacTics in Spanish, because we 
will understand every word they say." 

Brazilians speak Portuguese. 
Touche. • 

Andy O’Brien, New York 


IB||[lt's a tough game out there 
but then, you were built to survive 



! 7 1 h June, I V ^4 
Chicago 


29ih July, 1986 
Mexico C'i t \ 


8th July, 1990 
Rome 
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THE BRAZILIAN TEAM WITH THE TROPHY 





Enhances engine cleanliness. Ensures superior e ngine protection, 
longer engine life and smooth, trouble-free performance. 


So go ahead. Zap other riders. Get off to a flying start with 
Castrol JETTX. And leave the rest way behind. 

AqucmtrlM blue Caatrol JETTX It avalltblt In axclutiva allvar paoka of 1 litre, 
500 mi and 250 ml at leading Auto Aecoaaory abopa. 

Spoeialiy raoommondod for Yamaha, KawatakI, Suzuki, Kinetic Honda, Ra|doot, 
Yezdt, Ba]a{ and Vaapt two-artiaelara. 



ROWER RACKED LOW SMOKE 
GENUINE 2 STROKE OIL 
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I T is only fitimg thdi nui Iasi and final issue dedicaied lo ihe World Cup should be a collectors’ issue After 
all, one has to find some reason to live, after a montl) ol passion and excitement. 

And what better reason do we need for living, if we get an insight into the lives of tiiose three men who 
set our pulses racing- Romario, Baggit* and .Stoichkov As soon as we get to finish with them, we get 
Sweden's ace striker, Martin Dahiin sharing his views with us in an exclusive interview. 

They say that a picture is wonh more than a thousand words. It it is, tfien we've certainly managed to say a lot 
in the 18-page exclusive photo-feature that has been prepared for you. The visual ircal consists of four themes, 
namely: match action, moods, stars and moments from the Final. 

For all you stats Ireaks, there's some good news as well. It comes in the form ol a carefully compiled statistical 
account that starts right from the first goal and finishes with the last (lenaliy missed. If there is a stai for every 
move made in the World Cup, you can be sure that we've ri < orded it 

Finally, was USA '94 a grand sue cess or not .> This seems lobe Uie question on everyone's lips We know the 
answer, so why don't you find out. 

And once you've finished, just close your eyes and dream on. 

COVER AND POSTER TRANSPARENCY BY COLORSPOR1 
All pictures by Colorsport unless otherwise credited 

Editor: Mansur Ali Khan Pataudt 

Pnilcid arKl pubtahecl tor Airenda Bafflt Patrtta Ltd 
by BiR Beau and pftted al Its press at 

6&9PraMtaSarkarS(rae(.Calcuna 70)001 
Airst^chBiQolor Snnagar andEx-Datvand 
Tnpura20pBne 
Nofth Easfam Stties % pane 





He was bold enough to declare before the 
tournament that the World Cup, "will be Romario's " 
and he was good enough to back it up! 


_BYA>^DY O'BRIEN, Lb$ ANG'EtES 



done so litilf that he might just as 
well have been on the 
bench. He slays in his customary spot, 
in the arc o( the jH’nalty area, wit h a 
defender half einbraang him from 
behind and two others clt>se at hand 
just in case the ball docs come his way. 
Then in a moment of explosive action, 
a feint, a bt*dy swerve and he's alone 
with the ball and in front of the goal. 
At that moment when you usually 
have time to wonder whether a striker 

4 


will go for the near or far post, the ball 
is already in the net. 

The little man breaks into a rare 
smile and goes about his ritual of 
crossing himself and kissing his 
fingertips. It is a ritual which he has 
performed numerous times m his 
career and team-mates and 
opponents believe that the ritual is 
more thati a Catholic one, spiced 
perhaps with a little black magic fr(;'m 
a player, who believes his goals are a 
gift from some higher supernatural 
power. 

After his performance at this World 
Cup—which won him the Most 
Valuable Player award—^Romario de 
Souza Faria or simply Romario, as he's 
known throughout the world, must 
be by far the best ftxnballcr in the 


world today. He was bold enough to 
declare before the tournament that 
the World Cup, "will be Romario's". 
And he was good enough to back it up. 

Sometimes, when he turned on his 
magic you wondered, do his feet have 
inste|>s? His magic usually involves an 
inconspicuous flick and a touch with 
the outside of either foot. 

"He's the only player I know who 
can dribble, within a square metre" 
says Johan Cruyff about Romario. 

Pele feels Romario's strength lies in 
that he manages to ftnd space even 
when it does not apparently exist. 

Bobby Robson, former England 
coach who coached Romario at his 
former club, P.S.V. Eindhoven, says: 
"As a player he is magnificent—and I 
don't use the word casually—the 
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nio it gifted I've ever worked with. He 
uiuld get the ball past a goalkeeper 
from angles which would make you 
say, 'Blimey, how did he do that?' 
The next day you ask him to show 
you. You put the ball in the same 
position and line up the goaIkee{>er so 
there is no way through—and he'll do 
it again. And there's no one quicker 
around the goal mouth. " 


remarkable in the air. His 5ft. 6 in 
frame out-duelled two six-foot 
Swedish defenders to give 
BrarJI the winning goal in 
the World Cup semi final. 

"It's just a matter of being 
wcll-iH)sitioned," he 
explained simply after his 
fifth goal in six matches. 

In many ways, his 


strengths are much like Maradona, 
the man he has replaced as the 

numero unoplayer in 
the world. There is also 
a pa.ssing physical 
resemblance and 
a common 
background in 
poverty whose 



I [Most 
Valuable 
_ Player] 


Roinaiiodocs not run much, he 
doesn't bother to defend and gives the 
appearance that walking is an effort. 
Yet, he lias marvellous feel lor the ball, 
flas a remarkable burst of speed over a 
short distance. Cati lose his marker. Is 
strong and is fast off the mark. He has a 
low centre ol gravity which helps him 
to stay on hi>-fect in spite of the tackles 
that tome hts way All this amply 
makes up lor his indiscipime. 

The man himsell says, "I think my 
sirenglh is that sometimes people 
think that I am asleep." Asa result, he 
is sometimes left unmarked for a few 
moments, and that's all it requires for 
Romario to change the outcome ol a 
match. For someone sti short, he is 


"Everything has got to 
be right for him 
(Romario). He started 
with nothing and he's 
fighting for what he's 
got In that respect he's 
selfish. And if he can 
sniff a goal, he is also 
selfish. Yet if he can't 
he's a half-decent 
team man. He'll lay it on 
for someone 
else"—Robson 



Today. Rsmario it M par wHii tlw like* ei 
Baggio and Maradoaa at the aaawra iHMOi 
tworldtoccor 
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angered PSV Eindhoven hy 
frequenting late night bars in 
Amsterdam or often between matches 
back in his hometown Rio. Yet he 
complained about the night life in 
Amsterdam. ‘There are only drunks 


Ranwrio's quick ruHuxn 
•ra IlM ruMoiis fur hit tuccass 


In many waysjiis 
Strang^ are much like 
Maradona, the man he 
I has replaced as the 
! nuroero uno player in 
! the world. There is also 
t a passing physical 
1 resemblance and 
I common background in 
! poverty whose 
I abundant relief has led ! 
I^to behavioural problemsj 

abundant relief from it lias led to 
behavioural problems 

Roniario was discarded by coach 
Alfierto Parreira for most of the 
qualifying matches of the World Chip 
for breach of discipline He was 


brought back by "popular demand" 
and scored both the goals in Brazil’s 
last game against Uruguay, wht) had 
to lie beaten in that match. 

Brought back into the team he thus 
became an auxiliary team selector, 
commenting openly on who should 
be in and who shouldn't lie in the 
Brazilian team. He hit back at Pele, 
saying the legend was living in his old 
ancient world, wlien the great man 
criticised Romario for commenting on 
selection. He then made a fuss when 
he was not allocated a window seat on 
the squad's flight to the USA . and 
threatened to boycott all functions 
and parades and return his winners' 
medal if he had to pay lor thcgiKKfs 
he had L>roiighi into the country. 

H IS angelic face is said to hide a 
wild side. Jn fact, a certain 
wildness is pari of his charm. He 
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N it a backbrartiiM task for mM 
tefoadarato coaUia Roaiario. (foia O: 

Off tka ffold. Ikaaario it a coiMaalad faanly 
aiaa wMi hit wHa aad Iwa daughlait 

Robson "He thought training was for 
other people. His fitness level eould 
drop way below what you'd like it to 
be. But you had to pick him, because, 
if you left him out, you might miss a 
hat-trick. You do try not to treat 


around," he had said with 
dissatisfaaion. "You'd think there 
was a curfew on". He even said that 
the more he goes out in the night, the 
more he is likely to soire goals. Now 
he's happy in Barcelona because like 
Romario, Barcelona never sleeps. 

"Those were days in Holland when 
he was pathetically lazy," says 


players differently, but sometimes 
there's no alternative. With Romario 
you had to be on his side and put your 
arm around his shoulders when really 
you should be* kicking him up the back 
side." 

Romario joined PSV after having 
twice top scored for Vasco da Gama in 
1986 and '88. He scored 123 goals in 
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WfeM yii ifvalap avar 4t9 illtaraat lakplcaata aad iraaaaa, tkara's praclaaa littia 
caapatltara caa ia (aicapt. Bayka, taka tkair kata all ta SfffVOl). Taiay, aaa aat at avary 
twa aakiclaa la laiia raat aa SffCVO. la lact, SfffVO'a aayaplar tackaalapy paaa way 
aayaai aiatapcyclat, acaatart, aara, «aaa, jaaps, tpacfca. kaaaa aaP tpactara. |^^Wkai 
paaa lata yaar car la actaally tka lakrlcatlap larca kakiap tka warli's larpaat rail aatwark. Tka 

alsa kaapa laila'a latast arwy taakt llpktlai 
Ut.^ffUJUMVO vlptaally aiavaa tka^' ^.wkaalt at lailaa laPastry. WItk avar 4IR fltlaraat 
ira«aa al lakrlcaita ai« praaaaa airi l,HI patral atatlaaa acraat tka caaatry, wa'va cawa 
a laap way. lafara taaalap tkair kata lata tka rlap, aar aawly-arrlvai Irlaaia kava a lIttIa kit 
al catckiM-ap ta Pa. Cawpatlap caa cawa latar. 
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five seasons with the Dutch side. Yet, 
Barcelona's chairman Tosi]) Nunez 
Clemente is said to have had him 
watched by private detectives before 
paying the estimated $6 million 
transfer fee. In his first season with 
Barcelona, he scored nearly a goal a 
match saying that his Latin 
temperament as well as skills are 
better understood and appreciated in 
Spain. 

"There's passion on the terraces 
and there's a beach," he says when 
comparing Spain to Holland. In faa, in 


Roinario's football you can sec that 
the streets and beaches < Rio are still 
the best education. And with Ramario’ 
being the star of the World Cup, it has 
i riumphed over all the knowledge 
coaches can impert, all the strength 
and stamina, training can produce. 
Romario has always relied more on 
inspiration than on hard work. 

"Everything has got to be right for 
him, "explains Robson. "He started 
with nothing and he's fighting for 
what he's got. In that respect, he's 
selfish. And if he can sniff a goal he is 


Romario and Bobolo (backs to camoral; 

Most of Romatio's mis in Ibo World Cop 
twora a rosuk of Bobato's Bonerous 
contributions 

also selfish. Yet if he can't, he's a half 
decent team man. He'll lay it on for 
someone else. This was the basis of his 
combination with Bebeto during the 
World Cup. Their off the field 
antagonism suddenly blossomed into 
an on-field camaraderie that won 
Brazil their fourth World Cup. 

He doesn't have too many friends, 
but on and off the pitch, Romario has 
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Thanks to adaqaataprolKtien from Ihs 
roloroos. Rmnario did nolgalBliacklad 



struck up a relationship with another 
World Cup hero, the temperamental 
Bulgarian, Hristo Stoichkov. When 
Barcelona signed Romario, Stoichkov 
was critical of it saying he didn't need 
a jiartner and that it was a waste of 
money. Yet, they have come to l>e a 
deadly double act in European Club 
football. Off the field, the Bulgarian is 
Romario's buddy and minder. When 
photographers jostled with the 
Brazilian after the kidnapping of his 
father, it was Stoichkov who moved in 
to sort them out. The Bulgarian World 
Cup star will be travelling to Rio to 
stand as godfather at the christening 
of Romano's child 

Romario's arrogance and 
moodiness may have alienated him 
from many of his teammates and fans, 
but he has been forgiven because 
Brazil are the kings of world football 
once again. 

Yet, he has always received the 
affection of the Brazilian people. The 
kidnapping and subseqticnt rescue of 
his father just before the World Cuj) 
showed the kind of importance the 
jreople gave to Romario's goal-scoring 
prowess He threatened to miss the 
World Cup and within a matter of 
days' a tijr-off led to the surrender of 
the kidnapjrers. It was an extreme 
reminder of how the pressures of lame 
can weigh on a poor boy made 
spectacularly good and, is perhaps, 
avoid reason why he trusts his own 
ego more than anything else. 

"There's no point in getting 
exasperated," says Rolison of 
Romai'io's egotistical nature. "If you 
do, you'll get nothing out of him. He's 
a leopard. You just have to forget 
about his spots. Because you'll never 
cl'ingehim." 

It is an excellent metaphor, the, 
muscular and quick to take prey, 
Romario cannot be lamed. 

For what would Romario be 
without sass ? 

After all, who else would marry his 
17-year-old girlfriend cm the penalty 
spot of a local football stadium? 

Yes, Romario did that tool • 
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P E R S O N A L I T Y 



THE DIVINE 
PONYTAIL 







m 


S OMEHOW it seemed loo cruel that 
the World Cup title hung in the 
balance as Roberto Baggio stepped up 
to take Italy's fifth, fateful kick in an 
atmosphere of unbelievable tension, 
knowing that at that moment the eyes of the 
world were upon him. As the helicopters 
swarmed overhead, Baggio—anxious and 
tentative—looked like a fiigulivc finally 
cornered by a SWAT team. Somehow he was 
always going to mi.ss that one. And he did, 
spectacularly ballooning the ball over the bar 
to hand the title to Brazil for a record fourth 
time. Even the blessings of all the Buddhists in 
the world could not have helped him then. 

It was sad to see Baggio limping into the 
sunset while on the verge of fulfilling some of 
the weightiest expectations of an entire 
nation. He had rescued his reputation and 
that of Italy from imminent peril through his 
feats—as well as his feet. 

He had played the Final only on guts. Had 
he been any other player he would not have; 
rather he would not have been asked to play. 
Yet he was Roberto Baggio, the man who had 
made all this possible in the first place. The 
man to, whom Italy looked at for insjnrational 
leadership and goals. 

And now initially, where roughly 57,8 
million of the 57.9 million inhabitants are 
armchair coaches of the national football 


team, Baggio's performances in the World 
Cup will be critiqued down to the last twists of 
his hairdo, which he now wear in a series of 
tiny narrow braids. Hours on television and 
reels of newsprint will be spent on exploiting 
Baggio's fame. 

It would be unfair to judge Baggio's World 
Cupjust on that one penalty kick—for that 
matter on those 120 minutes that preceded it, 
during which he played through the pam 
barrier, all because his country needed him. It 
will be sad if his deeds in this World Cup were 
trashed just because he showed courage. 

It was obvious that Roberto Baggio had a 
date with destiny in the United States, and the 
important thing is that he has kept it, in spite 
of whatever happened in the Final. Even 
before the tournament began, he did not lack 
the support of expert witnesses. Franz 
Beckenbauer was quoted as saying as far back 
as last year, '1 think of the World Cup in 
America and I think of one name—Baggio." 

Italy's coach Arrigo Sacchi also made a 
similar prediction, "Roberto has the 
opponunity to enter football's Hall Of Fame in 
the United Slates. I firmly believe he will take 
it." 

Baggio himself had some hopes of his own. 
"I hope 1 have the chanc^ to express myself in 
the World Cup," he had said. "If America ends 
up loving soccer it means I have done 
something right." 

There was another goal too. "I'm hoping to 
be the Paolo Rossi of this World Cup," he had 
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PERSONALITY 




said. The summer 
was 1982 when 
Rossi was the toast 
of Italy. Unlike 
Baggio, he was not a 
Buddhist and didn't 
wear his hair in a 
ponytail, but he and 
pipe-smoking Enzo 
Bearzot brought 
home Italy's third 
world championship 
title after a 3-1 
victory over wcsi 
Germany. Twelve 
summers later, 
Baggio and Arrigo 
Saerhi almost 
accomplished the 
near impossible; 
taking Italy from the 
brink of disaster to 
the land of 
wine and roses. 
'Paolo Rossi was my idol,' said Baggio. '1 
celebrated Italy's viaory in 1982, rallying in 
the streets with an Italian flag. 1 hope to give 
Italian fans the same chance.' 

After this World Cup, comparisons 
between Baggio and Rossi have become even 
more inevitable. In '93, Baggio became the 
first Italian after Rossi (82) to win the 
European Fcwtballer Of The Year award. Rossi 
and Baggio joined Argentine Omar Sivori and 
three-time winner Michel Platini of France as 
the only Juventus players to bag theGolden 
Ball prize. Rossi and Baggio arc two of the 
three Italians (Gianni Rivera in 1969 Iwing the 
other), who have been nominated for the 
award. Both players were launched by a 
northern club l,anerossi Vicenza and then 
progressed ttr lucrative contracts with 
Juventus and became symbols of the 
Italian national team. 

Rossi scored six goals in 
Spain, but like Baggio, none in 
the first round, as Italy won its 
first world title since 1938. Till 
the 89ih minute of their 
round-of-sixieen game against 
Nigeria in this World Cup, the 
score, at a time when Italy were a 
minute away from returning home empty 
handed, read Rossi, 6; BaggioO- 
Right through the first round it seemed that 
liaggio was lost somewhere between midfield 
and attack He was too easily knocked off the 
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ball and had been something else than 
expeaed. In the only game Italy won among 
the three they played in the first round, 

Baggio was substituted after 21 minutes and 
looked on as his teammates struggled to hold a 
one-goal advantage against the Norwegians. 

'Intelligent people understand me,' Baggio 
had said, reacting to the criticism of his first 
round performance. 'It's funny that if 
someone scores, the grade changes. I felt I 
played well even before 1 scored. But I guess 
the people think that if 1 am not scoring, then 
I'm not doing anything. But scoring takes the 
weight off my shoulders." 

It always d(K'S. 

That shot which got Italy the 89th minute 
equaliser against Nigeria in the second round 
knockout match will eventually be 
remembered as the pivotal moment in this 
World Cup. 

Baggio was rigln when he said, 'Italy was 
already on the plane on their way back home, 

I pulled them off the plane.' He had also saved 
Sacchi's job and also saved his team the 
humiliation of being greeted with tomatoes 
on their arrival back home, a fate that greeted 
the 1966 Italian team; and he had saved an 
entire nation from what would have been the 
ultimate humiliation. 

In Italy, they will mark down July 5. 1994 
in the history journals. It will forever be 
known as, 'll risvcfilio di Baggio .' The 
awakening of Baggio. 

T hat was the day when Italy's dormant 
superstar, only seconds away from leaving 
World Cup US A 1994 in a cloud of shame as 
the tournament's grandest bust, awoke. His 
rise in the form of that equaliser and the 
penalty conversion in extra time, ignited the 
nation of Italy and beyond. In that 89th 
minute, relief, answered prayers and hope 
were injected into an entire nation and the 
millions of Italians ail over the world. Many 
would still have thought it a little optimistic 
when he spoke with a renewed defiance,' The 
World Cup for me and Italy begins now.' 

He couldn't have satd it iKMter. 

In the quarter final against Spain, he scored 
in the 88th minute and then in the semi final 
two against the hapless Bulgarians, but this 
time not waiting for the dying minutes of the 
game. 

Suddenly it was Fossi 6; Baggio 5. Had he 

IS 







converted that penalty in the Final it would 
have been 6 all. Moreover, he may have had a 
gold medal around his neck rather than a 
memento that reminds him that he was 
runner-up. 

Only days before the Final he had said, 
•Let's not forget, Rossi won the World Cup. 
We are in the Final the hardest pan is just 
starting.' He had guessed right. 

Through the course of the World Cup, 
Baggio had come to symbolise the quirky 
Italian team in the World Cup. The 
puny-tailed misfit suddenly found his footing 
and was making the opposition pay for every 
mistake. The man known as the 'divine 
ponytail' was declared to be "a national 
treasure of Italy.* 

His fame in Italy after this World Cup will 
reach the heights that would not have been 
possible, had he been a successful politician, a 
famous movie star and a superstar athlete all 
rolled in one. 

Already he is the most visible person in his 
homeland even more than the new Prime 
Minister-cum-soccer 
godfather-cum-business magnate Silvio 
Berlusconi. It is Baggio's picture, more than 
anybody else's, that is plastered on billboards 
acrossjdiehighways and displayed at 
thousands of filling stations, restaurants and 


street corners. Polls show the introverted 
Baggio, married five years to his childhood 
sweetheart (the only girl he claims to have 
kissed) and the father of two children, has 
overtaken extroverted ski star Alberto 
Tomba, a playboy who dates a former Miss 
Italy, as the nation's most loved person. 

Yet Baggio is a very private person. "1 only 
go where I can be only Roberto.' That may 
now be limited to his own house. Yet some 
people find him to be a contradiction, some to 
be controversial and some even a prima 
donna. 

In May, when his hometown held a 
'Roberto Baggio day, ’ two fans rang the bell 
of his house in Caldogno, a town of 10,000, 
when he answered the door, he learnt that 
they had driven 100 miles and wanted Baggio 
to pose for a photographs with them. 'How 
could I send them away without a picture," he 
said when asked whether he obliged them. 

Now the most compelling question is how 
the shy, sometimes phlegmatic Baggio will 
cope with the attention which will exceed 
anything received by any other sportsman in 
the world. 

He hopes to find calm in Buddhism and his 
family. Buthe is afraid that his mother—who 
says she 'prays every night to the Lord that he 
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will rcconverl’—^inight lead a campaign to get 
him back to Catholicism. But Baggio says he 
won't budge. Introduced to Buddhist 
teachings by a friend, the 
religion first helped him get through the knee 
injury that threatened to end his career a 
decade ago and also helped him weather the 
criticism that for an Italian football siarcan 
descend with the force and unprediaability of 
a tornado. Baggio intensified his efforts to 
understand Buddhism, making a trip to Japan 
(where many say he will eventually end up 
playing in the J-League) specially for that 
purpose. He even dedicated his 1993 
European Player Of The Year award to his 
Japanese 'eacher Daisaku Ikeda and usually 
plays wearing a tricolour band presented to 
him by Japanese Buddhists. It has the 
Japanese inscription, "We must win." 

And that is what Italy always expeas from 
its football players. But, as Sports Illustrated, 
put s it,'to describe Baggio as a soccer player, is 
like saying the Mona Lisa is a painting. He is a 
triumph of talent over taaics. He is creator, 
inventor and praaitioner of the world's 
greatest folk art." 

They say Baggio is poetry and poetry should 
not be understood, but appreciated. They said 
that he could change a match faster than his 
country can change a government and he 
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proved that at this World Cup. In the process 
he—together with Romario's genius—might 
have reshaped American attitudes towards 
football more than anyone else since the 
incomparable Pele spurred a mini boom in the 
J 970's. "With his class, Baggio is capable of 
knocking down barriers between rival 
supporters," says Marco Van Hasten. 

Baggio's childhood hero Rossi claims, "he's 
worth the entrance money on his own.’ 

He's come a long way, the boy who always 
longed to own a leather football but cou Id'n't 
because his parents weren't too happy about 
his passion for the game. The young Baggio 
developed a habit of sleeping with a ball and 
during the day he would play with his plastic 
ball outside his father's workshop. He is now 
convinced that his father purposely threw 
disused iron parts around, so that his son's ball 
would burst and he would then study in.stead 
of playing. What the boy did was go to the 
store, buy another ball and cheekily charge it 
to his father's credit card. 

Maybe, all those memories flashed before 
Baggio's mind when he walked up to shoot his 
penalty to save Italy in the final shootout. 

After all. the board behind the goalpost 
belonged to the credit card company that was 
one of the sponsors of the World Cup • 
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HRISTO — 
STOICHKOV 


PROFILE 


THE MAVERICK GENIUS 

The Bulgarian striker has been the lynchpin in his team's success story 



F ootball legend, 
Johan Cruyff 
claims that 
Bulgaria's 
28'year-old Hristo 
Stoichkov is as lethal and a 
more consistent striker 
than Romario. Cruyff is not 
displaying European 
jingoism but speaking 
purely from practical 
experience. Cruyff is the 
coach for Barcelona 
(Spain) for which both 
Stoichkov and Romario 
play. In World Cup '94, 
Stoichkov has stolen the 
show. His pace, lethal 
finish, aggression, attitude 
and solo bursts has made 
him a feared striker. Unlike 
Romario, he does not 
function in the centre of 
the field only. He plays as a 
roving striker, effective on 
both flanks. Both Romario 
and Stoichkov were in 
contention for the 
top-scorer of the 
tournament. 

Bulgaria reached the 
semi-finals of the World 
Cup for the first time ever, 
largely due to the 
inspirational efforts of 
Stoichkov. Commenting 
on Stofehkov's 
(lerforniance, Bertie Vogts, 
the chastened German 



atach said, 'He displayed 
the aggression and iiever- 
sa>tdic attitude usually 
associated with German 
players.* For his 
performance in the World 
Cup, he has received 
unanimous praise from the 
aiaches. Sweden's Tommy 
Svensson said, "Stoichkov 
did for Bulgaria in 1994 
what Maradona did for 


Argentina in 1986, scoring 
goals, providing 
inspiration and passes to 
his teammates. IILs 
individual performance 
was quite outstanding." 

Cruyff has always 
praised Stoichkov's 
appetite for goals. Cruyff 
says. "He always wants to 
score and never gives up." 
The 5ft 10 ins. tall 


Stoichkov, often 
unshaven and with a fierce 
look, showed his hunger 
for goals in the World Cup. 
He scored from every 
possible situation. Against 
Greece, he scored from 
penalty kicks. He scored 
the opening goal vs 
Argentina after running 
into space, latching onto a 
through pass and making a 


solo burst before toeing the 
ball past custodian Islas. 
Against Germany, he 
scored with a free kick that 
went like a stealth missile 
into the roof of the net. The 
ball just rose above the 
German wall and soared 
into the net. 

Stoichkov is quite a 
character. His mannerisms, 
appeals to heaven. 


constant pleas to the 
referee and fierce 
commitment makes him 
popular with the crowds. 

In the World Cup, he was 
accused of dictating the 
team selection. Coach 
Dimitar Penev was 
constantly seen consulting 
him. For the lie-breaker 
against Mexico, it was 
Stoichkov who decided 
the order of the kickers. 
Coach Penev wanted him 
to take the first kick. 
However, Stoichkov 
<x>zing with confidence, 
opted to take the last kick 
in case the pressure was loo 
much for his teammates. 
The last kick was not 
required as Bulgaria won 
the tie-breaker 3-1 by the 
fourth round. 

Coach Dimitar Penev 
with a wry smile said, "We 
won this way and it gave 
our players confidence. So 
maybe Stoichkov was 
right in deciding the order 
of the kicks. If it had gone 
to the last kick, he would 
have been very valuable 
with his never-say-die 
spirit and strong nerve. "By 
his sheer personality 
Stoitchkov changed 
Bulgaria’s outlook from 
being a traditionally 
defensive national team to 
a formidable attacking unit. 
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has a lean and hungry thesameaiiitudeas past,” says Sloichkov, who 

look". However, his Stoitchkov. On the field, he is5lt. 10 ins tall and weighs 

hunger IS lor goals Unlike ajipears like a fierce, 72 kgs. 

many great sirikeis he is uncontrollable tiger. Cruylf leels he has the 

not a selfish playei Skipper However, with perfect physiipie lor a 

Einil Kosladinov says. learn-maies he is a striker, reasonable height. 

Sloichkov isagteal team sensitive person who likes a powerful uiiper body 

player. His work rate's h) share jokes with friends. which makes it tough to 

ama/.ingand he is willing Stoichkov's sen.sitivity dislodge him off-ihe-ball 
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rampaging tiger on the 
prowl. Even ihe icnacious 
German defence felt 
bruised by Stoichkov's 
repealed forays and his 
pacy and jostling runs at 
goal. His whole attitude is 
infectious, f)f a person in 
love with football, which 
makes liirn a delight to 
watch. 

Sioichkov started his 
career with GSKA Sofia 11 
the mid-Highlies. His 
goal-scoring rc'putation 
impressed Cruyff. He 
joined Barcelona in the 
1990-91 season. With 
Barcelona he has become a 
star. Por four successive 
seasons, they became 
league c harnpions. In 
1992, when Barcelona 
won the prestigious 
l'iiro[)ean ('harnpions' (..up 
Sioichkov came second in 
the voting lor European 
Footballer Gl The Year. He 
sulked lorsome lime but 
then bounced back. 

Sioichkov likc's tc) drill 
to ihe flanks and then nm 
at letreatiiigdefences. He 
olten c uts in and gives 
measured reverse passes to 
beltcT (ilaced teammates. 

His other gambit is to d.iri 
clown the centie, e.s.change 
wall passes with an 
o|il)oneni and unleash a 
pile-drivei Irom to|)ol the 
box Sroiing Ironi free 
kicks is anottiei of his 
assets Bom to a middle 
class family in the suburbs 
of Sofia, Sioi c'hkov has 
achieveef his ambition of 
being recognised as a 
leared international striker 

Novy ICapadia, San 1 rancisco 




Cartoonist GOPAL 
SARKARtakesa 
hilarious look at 
incidents in the 
recently concluded 
World Cup 
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READERS' 

uiz 




I Who is the first 
• batsman to score a 
century on his debut as 
well as in his 100th Test? 

2 Which bowlei got 
• Bradman out for a 
duck twice? 

3 Charles Chaplin 
• claimed he was a fan 
of which tennis star? 

4 Who was the first 
• woman to achieve 
the 'Grand Siam' in tennis 
i.c. winning the lour major 
titles? 

CAKTOONS BY AHIHUB CARDOZO 
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Answer to Quostinn No. 12 

5 Which sportsman 
• was known as the 
'man witluhegolderi arm' 

Answor to Quostion No. 9 


ANSWERS 


1. Javed Miandad. 

2. Alec Bedser of England. 

3. Suzanne Lenglen. 

4. Maureen Connoly in 1953. 

5. A1 Oerter winner of 4 Olympic golds in the 
discus throw. 

6. Emil Zatopek, both he and his wife Dana 
won Olympic golds. 

7. Valerie Brisco Hooks, winner of 200in, 
400m, 4x400m gold. 

8. Not Roger Bannister, but Derek Ibbotson 
ol Great Britain clocked exactly 4 min in a 
mile race in ! 958. 

9. Keep them in a refrigerator. 

10. Graham Gooch about Ian Botham. 

11. Mohun Bagan, founded in 1889, August 
15th. 

12. Imran Khan. 


Ills (U'l/ HAS HIH N (OMI’li.l I) HV: 



SIDDIQUI WASl AHMED, 
ZAMEER KHAN'S CHAWL, 
ISTRABODI, 
THANE-400601. 


All readers are requested to send a passport 
size colour photograph of themselves 
along with their entries. The piaure will 
be published along with the quiz, if 
selected. 
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6 Which famous 
• Czech alhlele once 
quipped that he had to run 
faster because his wife was 
a javelin tliiuwci? 

7 An American triple 
• gold medoUist at llu- 
1984 Olympic Games once 
confided she took i.p 
runtiitig in memory of her 
brother Robert who was 
killed by a stray bullet 
while running on a track 
Who is she? 

8 Who is the runner 
• credited witli lhe4- 
minule mile? 


9 What docsTliomas 
• Muster, one ol the 
lop jilayers in world tennis 
do, to protect his racket 
string from the summer 
heat? 


'I wonder who 

A. V * writes his bloody 
script." Who said this and 
about whom? 


Which is the 
Jl voidest loot ball 
dub in India? 

O Who is the 
» author of 'The 
fndus Valley'? 






unlop Glider. The car radial specifically designed to beat impossible Indian 
road conditions. And give you the smoothest glides you've ever experienced. 

Dunlop Glider's soft-tlcxciishlonln « cocoons you from the bumps and potholes 
of even the worst roads... and on good roads, it feels like you’re gliding on silk! 
What's more, its extra -wide conutt area grips firmly onto wet roads, transporting 
you in total safety. 

rh( Dunlop Glider will be your companion for years... as, thousands of kilometres 
iaiei, it gains new leases of life. 

So pick up the Dunlop Glider, in its stuna lng ilp per ba g. 

And glide ahead on the silk route! 
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1990 World Cup squad, do you 
think you have proved your 
worth in this World Cup for 
Sweden? 

Thai 11990| was probably Ihe worst 
year of my career. My confidence was 
at a low ebb. My form was not good 
and 1 had to sit at home and watch the 
games on television. At that stage. I 
was already thinking about the United 
Slates. Since tlien I have worked hard 
to become a regular with Sweden. 

Anfl my logic is, that 1 have to try my 
best not to allow anybody to take the 
shin away from me. 

As the first black player for 
Sweden do you consider yourself 
as a pioneer in some sort of way? 


MARTIN DAtiLIN, M 


SWEDE 
SENSATION 


Interviewed by Andy O'Brten, NeW Yprk 


D o you think Sweden 
did better than 
expected at this World 
Cup? 

When we qualified for 
the finals all of 

us told ourselves that the important 
thing was not that we had qualified. 
The most important thing was that we 
really do well in the United Slates and 
I think we have done that. 

Any bitterness about the loss to 
Brazil in the semi-final? 

I thought we had a chance because the 
pressure was always on them to win. 
Moreover, Latin American teams are 
not used to the 4-4-2 system which 
wc play and 1 think that gave us a 
chance. But honestly they were a 
better team, the best in the world. 
After having been left out of the 
26 
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1990 was probably the worst 
year of my career. My 
confidence was at a low 
ebb. My form was not good 
and I had to sit at home and 
watch the games on 
television. At that stage, I 
was already thinking about 
the United States. Since 
then I have worked hard to 
become a regular with 
Sweden. I try my best not to 
allow anybody to take the 
shirt away from me 

ff 


Firstly, 1 must clarify that it was Jean 
Paul Vunderberg who was actually 
the first black to play international 
soccer for Sweden, even tiiough he 
only played a few times. I do really feel 
proud about being a kind of first, but I 
don't see myself as any kind of a 
pioneer. I am a football player and 1 
don't sec any differences. 1 don't sec 
any colours at all. 

Are you conscious about racism in 
the world? 

1 know a little about black history in 
the United Stales. In fact, I was named 
after Martin Luther King. But 1 don't 
know loo much. I know there has 
been a lot of racial problems in the 
USA and there are some problems in 
Sweden too. It's just starting now. 1 
have also had my share of catcalls and 
racial comments while I played for 
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Malmo in Sweden. I feel if I can 
contribute in any way to solving the 
problem, then that's g(K>d. But apart 
from all this I'm proud to be a Swede 
and to be a part of the Swedish team. 
You say you were named after 
Martin Luther King. How did that 
happen and how come you 
landed up in Sweden? 

My father was a musician from 
Venezuela and my mother is a 
Swedish psychologist. My mother 
gave me the name because King had 
been assassinated a few days before. 
And do you consider yourself to 
be 100 per cent Swedish? 

Oh yes. I've lived there all my life, I 
speak the language with a very local 
accent. The guys in the locker room 
even make jokes about it. 


U N T E R 



And how did you take to football? 

1 guess you could say I got h(K)ked on it 
as a 1 Q-year-old when I'saw Mario 
Kenipes play in the 1978 World Cup. I 
noticed how much fun it was to score 
goals and at that time I knew that was 
what 1 wanted to do. And then at 19,1 
played for Malmoand became their 
highest scorer and represented 
Sweden at the 1988 Olympics. 

The Swedes are known to be very 
rigid people, who go about their 
work too seriously. Is that the 
kind of atmosphere in the Swedish 
dressing room? 

Yes. we are a serious lot of people and 
theie'snoharniin being that. But we 
- do have oiii fun too. For instance our 
goalkeeper Thomas Ravelli. He's a 











scream, keeps everyone going. He's a 
crazy man and the most experienced 
player in the team. He talks a lot, both 
on and off the field, which is very 
important for the team. One day 
when 1 came back to the locker room 1 
found holes cut in my underwear. Of 
course, 1 knew who the culprit was. 

But he's also a thinking footballer. 
For instance in our game against 
Romania, we scored from a set piece 
play by pushing the ball to the left of 
the wall and having someone run on 
to it. That was his idea. He knew they 
wouldn't have a man on the left side 
of the goal. 

Do you think your success in this 
WorldHCup wiU take you onto 
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I got hooked onto it (football) 
as a 10-year-old when I saw 
Mario Kempes play in the 
1978 World Cup. I noticed 

how much fun it was to 
score goals and at that time 
I knew that was what I 
wanted to do. And then at 19, 
I played for Malmo and 
became their highest scorer 
and represented Sweden in 
the '88 Olympics 
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better things in European 
football? 

1 would like to go to Italy. Spain oi 
maybe even France. If 1 am going to 
leave Germany Jhe now plays for 
Borussia Monchengladbach] I want to 
leave for something much better. 


Doesn't Gerntany suit you? 

Yes, it docs and I've done pretty well 
for my club. That's probably why they 
named me the third best striker in 
Germany for the second season in a 
row. But I guess you have to move on 
to bigger things. 

Like more money? 

Yes, they say 1 was worth four 
million dollars before this World Cup. 
It's not four million any more. I hope. 
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C up on TV. Bui how 
jl| much can you 

remembet from it? Let 
us help jog your 
memory a little.... 
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Hm Mexican baat Iralaiid 2-1 
aad Mranl ialo Iha lacMid riMHid 
whaia ttiay loatlo Ramaaia. Hara 
thay caiabrate a goal by Lait 
Garcia 
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Spain bald Gamiany 1-1 in a 
ihrillar wbera tba Spaaiardi 
claarly pal diair bait foot 
forward. Germany'i Matibiaa 
Sa n a n or boads tho ball away 
foUowing a Spanish offanhrn 
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Tho Colombians wars rondorod 
mortal in thair fiist match against 
RooMnia, losing 3-1. Haro, aca 
schamar Valdorrama trios to 
waovo his way past tho 
opposition 
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In a WforM Cap that Argonlina 
woold largoly INio to forgot thay 
lost Maradona and a docisim 
match against Bulgaria 2-R. 
IjBOiiardo Rodrignos of Aigantina 
prosoals a baiploss pictara 
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Bolgimn canad a shock by 
boating HoHand 1-R. Iho Dutch 
had tho nppor hand bat poor 
finishing lot thorn doam. Horn 
Bolgiam's. Enzo Scifb trios to 
daacobisMwrfnialhaDntchiana 
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Italy's Nicola Berti moves past 
the Norwegian defence. Italy 
struggled with 10 men in this 
memorable match till Dino 
Baggio won it for them, prompting 
defender Paolo Maldini (inset) to 
exult 

Italy's Dino Baggio duels with |||. 
Chidi Nwanu of Nigeria. The 
entertaining Nigerians almost 
beat Italy till Roberto Baggio 
restored parity and later scored 
the match winner. (Inset): 
Nigeria's Amunike exults after he 
put his side into the lead 
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^ Bulgaria's Iordan Laichkov duels 
writli an Itaiian player in the 
semi-finals. The brilliant 
Bulgarians succumbed to 
Baggio's genius 
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The Swedes adwowladga the 
cheers of the crowd alter heatiag 
Bulgaria 4-0 te clain thud place 
in the World (Uqi 
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M. PMliw* h»rt» OM •! Ilw iww wte itipiitattil b» HFA Ite 
c»i orty-M **lr ••gs to ^ Wl 
bn Faihra m okoytag IlM nilo cooM rauN M a rad carrf. whicb 
it aaacti* wdMl PagNMM racmvad. Ibw raMdtiiig in bis 
disniissaL Raliaa coach Airigo Saccbi was mail forced to $0M 

in a lesarve goaHnapor and Itas wilbdrow Roberto Banw in ■ 
sansBlional wow. SMpwaca of pictaras ahowt a crwl fallen 
Pagliaca boBwaiMig hit fate and then leaving the field. 
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The iubiliant Brazilians pay tributa to depariaa 
FI racing hero, Ayrton Sanaa, by hoWing aloft a 
banner which said that their fourth World Cop 
triumph was in his memory. Senna die^n a 
crash while trying to win his fourth FI World 
Championship. 




gallant Balgians, however, lost 3-2. 
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In whM WM periia^ a first, 
toccar Ians wars gnan glimpsas 
sf Yank hypa and baagla. Why, 
thay wan aven traatad la miner 
accantrichies lika tha pitcb 
being cleaned up at bail time, in 
tha match between Cameroon 
and Sweden 
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In one of the more serious fouls committed in this World Cup, 
Brazilian, Leonardo albowed American midfielder Tab Ramos 
earning him a minor concussion. The foul led to Leonardo (inset) 
being suspended for four games, thereby missing the Final 
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Irish coMh, Jack Chariton—-waving fnm iba TV room—got ■ doM «l rtttci^iM fron HHIk Mtlw 
bannotf him, thanks to hit ovaroxoboraaca. Not io bo oiitiioae. Chariton (famaObarhad arriars la 
hit man horn a waNiio-talkia which ho catriod in tha waitt-band of hit traasan 
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Tofi: Holland's Dnnnis Bat^amp 
it MW of the most complola 
footballofs ia tho wartd today. In 
liw nbtanca of Gullit nnd Vno 
Boston, Boighamii sbouMorad 
iho town's worti load with saccoss 


< 

Contra: Enzo ScHo is Hw talonted 
Balf inn midfioMor. Sonring 
notion in Halit H.Scifa. 
bmwovar, did not Hvo up to Ms 
raputationinUSA’M 


Bottom: THoy art not raally 
astaMithad ttoit, but witch out 
for thorn anyway. Brazilian 
wondaibind Romldo (loll) is ona 
of tho holtost protpocis in world 
football today. IMilo Viola (right) 
showod glinwtas of bis obvious 
tolonliatbtHnal ^ 


AMIYATARAfOAR 




Top Mt Tho magical ikills aad 
enormom woritioad that Babato 
took up during Brazil's campaign 
conTimw his clast n ona of tho 
graatast footballars in tha world 


Wa havan't board much of him, 
but wo'll turoly ramombat him. 
Saoad Owairan of Saudi Arabia is 
cradhod with having tcorad tho 
bast solo goal of tho World Cup 
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Top: Nigoria't Rashidi Yakini 
cama to Amorica with an 
awosoma raputation. Tha strong 
and big built strikor, bowavar, 
scorad only onco in Nigoria's 
oponing match 






Top: Juan Goikootxoo of Spain 
lived up to hit reputation as a 
hard working strikar 


Top: Rossie's Olog Salonfco loft 
tha World Cup in a blan of glory 
by scoring five goals in a match 
against Camoroon. Salaako also 
scored against Brazil thus 
baconing one of the highest 
scerois in tha tovmaawnt 


Left Ghooigho Hagi's feats will 
long ho ranienibarod at USA “M. 
Tbs Ulsradona of the 
Carpathians' took Romanian 
foottiall to groalor haighls 



Top: Brazil captain Dunga aaoms to tell Romario that ha is simply the best while teammate 
Viola (draped in tha flag) looks on 

Bottom: The Brazilians do a lap of honour as they show oil their medals and trophies while 
acknowledging the cheers from the crowd and their ecstatic countrymen 
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Italv't Franco Barasi facet the 
mott depratsing moment of hh 
career when he mistet the 
opening penetty kich againtt 
Brazil 

1 




‘. <f.' 'T 

Clockwise from top right 

is.: I 1 

' inr 

Barati wasn't the only one who 
mitsod. Sequence shows the 
great Italian hope, Roberto 
oaggio’s—after be missed the 
fourth and most decisiye 
penalty—dreams lying shatterad 
before him as goalkeeper 
Taffaral signals the beginning of 
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VARIETY 



THE 

WORLD 

CUP 

DIARY 


Andy O'Brien files some interesting snippets from the USA 


THE ULTIMATE HIGH 


F or relatively young men in the US team, 
there will be plenty of opportunities to 
show the world once again whai stufflheyare 
truly made ol. Hut lor some of them the game 
against Brazil was the last o( a tareei 

"This is It for me." said Fernando Clavijo, at 
37. the oldest membet ol the team 

"It would have been incredible to have 
beaten Brazil, but it diiln't happen, I only 
hope that for the young guys, it will happen 
some day. I can guarantee that I will be 
watching." 

Like so many in the team, Clavijo was not 
born in America. It fact, he entered the 
country as an illegal immigrant He emigrated 
irom his native Uruguay with his wife, 
looking lor the freedom to work, alter 
beginning his pro-soccer career when he was 
sixteen years old in South America. 

When the Cilavijos arrived in New York, he 
lound .JFK airport, "Larger tlian my whole 
town 111 Uruguay." And since he didn't speak 
any F.nglish, he took a job as a helper in a 
restaurant. At the time he was an illegal alien, 
so when immigration officer came to the 
restaurant one day, the owner sat Clavijo 
down at one ol the tables and served him 
dinner telling I he officials tliat he was one of 
his best customers. 

"I was trembling so bad that 1 couldn't hold 
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the drink," recalled Clavijo. But he made it 
through the incident and eventually became a 
US citizen in 1987. 

PUYER REPORTS 

S OCCER’S: "player report cards" used 
commonly in newspaper reports 
throughout Europe and South America, 
showed up at this World Cup through the 
tournament's official daily paper circulated at 
the nine venues. 

The grade, up to a maximum of ten points, 
and comments at the side evaluates each 
player in each match. Players obviously don't 
like report cards lor the reason that they 
represent one person's subjective opinion. 

Some examples of the reports in various 
matches; Alexi Lalas (6), "constant menace to 
Romania, self". Paul Caliguin (6), "nice hair". 
And how about this one about Bulgaria's 
Trifon Ivanov (5) "Tackling as rough as his 
stubble." 

And there was one name that may sound 
familial to Indian readers. Emeka Ezeugo. 

Yes, he did make an appearance at the World 
Cup coming on as a substitute defender 
against Greece. His rating: (6) "Made some 
good runs." 

A DOG'S UFE 

S TRIKER, the dog mascot of the World Cup, 
is on a continuous tour of all the nine 
venues. The faceless liuman inside striker is 
Jack Bornhuetter, one of the volunteers in the 
doggie suit 

"It's like being a real good and happy Darth 
Vader; you can hear yourself breathe and you 
need the force to be with you because you 
can't always see where you ate going," he 
says. Bornhuetter, 28, had to train before 
donning the lurry frock—which he describes 
as kind of like bathroom carpeting—liy 
reading the oflicial method-acting booklet on 
Striker, complete with character synopsis. 

A sampling from the instructions reads, 'he 
doesn't walk, he marches in a happy, bouncy 
tone. He's always full of energy and he's 
always looking for a game of soccer.' And 
Striker has his own rules too. No autographs, 
no picking up kids, you know for liability 
reasons,' says Bornhuetter.'Also 'I’m not 
allowed to talk to the press.' 

Bornhuetter, a photographer, spoke of his 
alter ego when he was out of costume (and 



lathering on an extra strength deodorant stick 
after an tiour in that weight-reduction suit). 
Since he wasn’t technically Striker at that 
moment he figured he could chat. And it 
seemed only fair to get Striker's side of the 
story, after the World Cup canine was left out 
by organisers from the pre-game ceremonies. 
They kept Striker on a short lease for the big 
event, so short, that he didn't participate. 

Cup organisers, though, were not loo 
pleased to find that Bornhuetter had granted a 
press interview. But if officially. Striker the 
dog cannot speak, how is one to tell his side of 
the story. Said the official optimistically, 'you 
could quote him as Striker's escort'. 

ALL FOR A LAUGH 

T he us television networks wfio covered 
the World Cup used fonner US World 
Cuppers—^not that they have too many of 
them around- -rather than sign up any 
foreign expeits. Peter Hermes and Desmond 
Armstrong of Italia '90 fame, were two ol 
these Ai mstrong, who was left out of the 
squad p st wetdes before this World Cup. got 
his chance to be in the midst ol the aaion, 
doing a little commentary work for ABC TV. 
Meanwhile, Armstrong has had to fall back on 
his 'day job' of cartooning with an occasional 
drawing, in the sports pages of the Eos Angdex 
Tima His cartoons called 'Gobi's offside,' 
named after dreadlocked US forward Gobi 
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VARIETY 


Jones, have not got rare reviews, and his 
expert commentary, well the less said the 
better. 


AND IT’S A G00..00L 

T he commentary on Univision, which is 
covering the World Cup for those who are 
more comfortable, sounds very normal. Then 
Romario puts the ball into the net and the 
voice comes booming out gooooooooo<W(H)l! 
Romariol 

'Coooooooooooooll' 

You leave whatever you are doing, and run 
to the TV. The conunentator keeps repeating ■ 
his 'goooooootKKKtooI', and each subsequent 
time the word gets a few o's shorter. 
Univision's 31 -year-old Spanish 
commentator Andres Cantor is as popular in 
America as many of the players themselves, 
all because he has introduced this stKcer 
starved people this unknown concept t>f 
'calling a play' [American for describing a 
game]. Even people who don't understand 
the language, tune in just to hear Cantor's 
'calls'. His dramatic rhythm, his inimitable 
goal call, have captured the essence of this 
soccer spectacle for America. 

And the best part is that Cantor is on for all 
the games <if the tournament. How dews he do 
a monitor and screams his lungs out when 
there is a 'score'. 

When asked to explain the origin of 
renowned, gootKioooooooool' he admits, 
"That's pretty much the way they do it in 
Latin America. I've been doing it from the 
time I did my first game. It's become my 
trademark, but it's not something 1 invented." 
Well, its surely made him the hottest 
television property in this part of the world. 
The word has almost come to be associated 
with this World Cup. Mention the words 
World Cup soccer to any disinterested 
American and you'll get one word in reply, 
goooooooooooool'. 

Seven years ago. Cantor traded the 
notebook and pad for a microphone. He was 
covering soccer out of Los Angeles for an 
Argentinian newspaper, but it's a move he 
will never regret. "This allows me to express 
my passion for the sport which writing cannot 
do so well," he says. His policy is simple, "You 
have to go with the flow of the game, ff one 
team is dominating then you can't lie to make 
it mieresting. You have to find other angles to 

SO 
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CARTOONS. BY ah: HUH tAflDO/0 


enhance the broadcast." 

Isn't it a problem doing it off the monitor? 
"When you are at the side you get to see 
things you don't see on the screen. But 1 do an 
average of 7S-80 games every year off the 
tube so I'm used to it," he says. 

Of course, he has to look after his voice, 
soothing it between games with team and 
honey and Cantor obviously tells the 
Americans what they want to hear, for when 
he was asked about what doing 52 games 
meant to him, he replied, "It's like doing 52 
Super Bowls in one month." 

When It is all over Cantor says he wants to 
find a beach somewhere and relax (or 'chill' as 
the Americans would say]. Or as Cantor puts 
it, "I'm going on a very looooooooooooong 
vacation." 







WORLD CUP: 1994 

STATISTICAL 

HIGHUGHTS 


CHAMPIOM _ BWNERS-gp _ f INAL RESULT 

BrazQ Italy 0,3 — 0,2 

(Tie-breaker] 

yt It was for the first time ui World Cup history that the Fatal was decided in iie- 
breaker Eariier on three occasions, I Inal matches were decided in extra- 
time—4n 193Mi,Ita)y won against Czechoslovakia 2-1, in 1966, England defeat¬ 
ed West Germany 4-2 and in 1978 Argentina troOnced Holland 3-1 
ik Brazil cieated Mstmy by biting the World Cup for a rermd fourth lime In 
the year 1994. 


TOTAl NUMBER OF GOALS SCOfltO 


First rotind 

93 goate in 36 matches 

Pre-ouarter final 

25goal«te gmatcfaes 

Ouazter-final 

ISgoalsiis 4maiches 

Semi-final 

4goaisin 2matihcs 

3iid place decMlng match 

4goa]sln Imandi 

Final 

No goal in 1 match 

Total 

141 goals In 52 matdies 


* Average: 2 7l p^maich. 

* Coals sohred in tiedneaker ate not induded in the list 

Ik In the Bspana '82 World l£ap 146 goab were scored in S2 matches, at Mundial 
*86, 1 32 VMis were vcoted fat 92 matches and in Italia'90,11S goals were scored 
in the same number of matrtiea. 


The significent goats m the l^ World Cup 

-• . . ..— ■ ' ' — ' ' ' .... I .- ■ 

Istgoal tJucviprn Klinsmann : Germany vs Bolivia. Chk^, 17.6.94 

25th goal ; Gabriel Batisntta : Argentina vs Greece, Poxboro, 21.6,94 

SOthgoal 'MaitInOahlin l Sweden vsRut^a.SUverdoine, 24.6 94 

75thgoai tpanielMassato : Holy vs Modco. Washington, 28.694 

lOOthgoal ’UiisMarttoet 5 Spate vs Switzerland, Washington, 2 7.94 

12Sthgoal AanmWbKer : HOIbHtd vs Brazil, Dallas, 9.7.94 

141stgoa1 : Kenner Andeimon ; Sweden vs Bulgaria, Pasadena, 16 7.94 

Top-Scorers 

Oleg Salenko (Russia) - Bgoalste 3 nuttebra 
Hristo Stolchkov (Bulgaria) - 6 goaktto 7 tAatdies 


Hkt'tricks 

Oleg Saicnku (Russia): 5 goabb^ vs Catnetodn on 28.6 94 
Gateiditeli$tuia(Argenti|ii^ 3 *Mdi, vsGte«eon2l.6.94 

t 

9l«M(MlM«fllMateiiMc4HilaiitiptN4|»8^ 






imii 


ScVe^ <<^) vs CameiXKirt (U hi aGroup & match at San l^randsco on 

It mt »ho the biggest matgitl in a single ue dius br 


MMt goal* seoratl by a bam In USA'W 
Sweden—ISj^smTmatches 




<bb(toi Batistuta (Argcntma) — 1 minute 20 set, vs Greece at Poxhpro Stadium, 


Boston, on 21 6 <14 


the jilayets »ho »f orod^ <h morr 8ns» 

1) Juergen Klinsmann (Geimany) ‘ 5 goals m 5 Inatches 

2) IU)ib^fia»io(Itaiy) 5 goals m 6 matches 

«) Koinot Andcrsson (Svwden) 5 goals ra 6 matches 
4)RomariatBt«dll Sgoatsin 7 matches 










0 





4i>|4diiitetatfiKioHi (lUMiunte) :4-fpih}n^^ 
TI.Manfnlhtti^lsWcdea) :44Mbta 7;^^ 



Most Qo»te scored by a player in a match . ' 

B*«OlegSa^OillafJtovsC«neroOn.SanFrMiclsco,cm 28 . 6 .W«,,fina'«>«M ■>; 

nuidi. 

?ar tWs is a tvwM lecord- Sdoako nupa^ the tweidops o* f ,',f^ 

raatd), held by nine |daym horn «»19M-«u«av W«tt9«liwtt ,; 

deal. LeonMas Da SUva {BnzU), Ernest WlUtanowsU (Pc^nd). Ade«der(TO- . 

jai),JaanSchiafBno(Uniguay),SandorKocil5(Hungary),JustJ>onialne(i»tan- 

ce).Busd>io(Kwtugil>andEmiHoBiitnw«*®®(SP*‘“>- " j 

Ohty suicidal goat in USA‘94 

Andies Escxto^CokmMa) vs USA, at Los Angeles, on 22.6.94 ’ 


1500th goal mthe World Cup finals scored by 

daudio Caniggla (Argentina) vs Nigeria at Foxboro stadium, Bostoa on 25.6.94 


Total number of goal-scorers and cumulative goals scored in USA '94 


51 

playen 

scored 

I 

goal 

each 

— 51 

goals 

15 

players 

scored 

2 

goals 

eadi 

— 30 

goals 

5 

players 

scored 

3 

goals 

each 

— 15 

goals 

$ 

players 

scored 

4 

goate 

each 

_ 12 

goals 

4 

players 

scored 

5 

goals 

each 

— 20 

goals 

2 

players 

scored 

6 

goals 

each 

— 12 

goals 

80 

players 





140 

goals 


* There was one suicidal goal in the competition 


Oldest player m the World Cup f mats 

Roger Mina (Cameroon), when he appeared vs Brazil at the Pato Alto stadium 
on 24.6.) 994 at the age ol 42. He also scored a goal against Russia on 28.6.94ai Sta- 
oiord, San Ftandsco. 

Youngest footballer in USA '94 

Rigabert Song of Cameroon at the age of i 7 played against Brazil at the Alto Stadium 
bn 24.6.94 

Most number of appearances m the World Cup finals 

Diego Maradona (Argentina); 21 matches [Five in 1982, seven in 1986, seven In 
1990 and two in 1994] 

Lothar Matthaeus (Germany): 21 matches [Two in 1982, seven in 1986, seven in 
1990 and five In 1994] 

* Also Uwc Seeler of West Germany (from 1958 to 1966) and Wladyslaw Zmuda of 
Poland (from 1974 to 1986) played 21 matches each in the World Cup finals. 

* After playing 21 consecutive matches, Diego Maradona was dropped from the 
Argentina team in tlie 3rd match of the first round vs Bulgaria on 30.6.94 at bsIliBS, 
after failing a dope test. 

* Totalmunber of goals scored in the World Cup from 1930to 1994:1584goalsscor- 
ed in 516 matches 

Number of penalties in USA ‘34 
15 penalties, and aD were convened. 

i 

* Tie breaker is not included la the list ' , 

First red cerd in USA *94 

Marco Bidteverry (Bolivia) vs Germany, at theSoldfer FteidStadiuni, Chicago oa 
17.6.94 in the very first match. 












iMkwMattiwas U Gmnay by agaiiiitBidgarto inllM qaartar-^ 

baeaaia oat o( tfw law |ria|«ft wba haw apfMaratf ia amt Btaidwr af World 
awtclm llaaaD; Af|awiaalanMaad6abrw1Balislaia:lMsconidllMfiratliat«kik 
alWarfahfoy'M agaiaatGraacaeailjM* 


First yellow csrci 

Juergen Kohler (Germany) vs Bolivia at Soldier Field Stadium, Chicago on 
17.6.1994 



1 otai riumbet of rea cards 

IS [In Italia‘90it was 16] 

first gcalless tie 

South Korea vs Bolivia ina Group C first-round match, Washington, 21.6.1994—on 
the seventh day of the 1994 World Cup 


linktue fests 

* Germany broke the jinx, by winning the first match of the 1994 World Cup finals 
as defending champions. Eariier, no reigning champions could win their first match 
in the World Cups since 1970 when England (champion in 1966) prevailed 
over Romania by a 1 -0 margin. 

* Nigeria won their debut match in the World Cup finals by beating Bulgaria 3-0 on 
21.6.94ail>allas. 

* Maradona became the only footballer to captain Argentina in three consecutive 
World Cup finals—1986.1990 and 1994. 

* Since North Korea’s i -0 win against Italy in the ‘ 66 World Cup; Saudi Arabia’s 
2-1 triumph against Morocco at East Rutherford on 25.6.94 was the first victory in 
the World Cup finals by an Asian country. 



BrazH »> World Cup b/'als 


Champion; 1958 , 1962,1970,1994 
Runners-up; 1950 
•ntlid: 1938 , 1978 
Fourth: 1974 

Quarter-finalist: 1954,1986 

Lost hr 2nd round/Pre-quarter final: 1982,1990 

Lost in 1 St round/Group League; 19)0,19)4,1966 


The sooth matdi in the World Cup final round was played between Argentina and 
Bulgaria at Cmton Bowl Stadium, Dallas on )0.6.94. Bulgaria won the match 2-0. 


Belgium. dU date has pia,ycd with Holland 117 tfines since 1905, but they defeated 
the Dutch for the first time in nine ycarl on 25.6.94. 

I 

Bulgaria not only notdted their first-ever win In six World Cup appearances by 
trouncing debutant Greece 4-0 at Soldier Flehi Stadium on 26.6.94, but reached the 
semi-finids beating two ex-champions namely Argentina and Germany 

PiaySf s wtia won the Geiden Baiim me World Cep; 

Mario Keoipes (Argentina) in 1978; Patdo Rossi (ftaly) in 1982; Diego Maradona 
(Aigetltina) in)986; Salvatore Sebiliad (Italy) in 1990; Romario (Brazil) In 1994 

Oleg Saletiko of Russia and Hristo Stoldtkov of Bulgaria jointly won the Golden 
Boot prize In USA'94. Kennel AndetBon won the Bronze Boot award, 

C0MPM|«Y HARIPRASAO CHATTOPADHYAY 












MAILBAG 


The 

Saddest 

Day 


S OCCER lovers all over the 
world were disheartened, 
shocked, displeased and 
extremely hurt at the banning of 
Diego Maradona, for the alleged 
taking of drugs. 

Maradona proved his worth in 
Argentina's win over Nigeria and 
Greece. There is no doubt that he 
is a genius. One wishes that FIFA 
gives Maradona permission to 
play soccer again. Because 
whether Maradona is really a 
cheat or not has to be ascertained. 

B.N BOSE. 

Calcutta 


I T was the saddest day for World 
Cup, '94 when the Argentine 
skipper Diego Maradona was 
banned from playing by FIFA for 
testing positive for 'Ephedrinc'. 

Undoubtedly, this abrupt 
decision will not only bring the 
curtains down on the life of the 
living legend,but it robbed the 
World Cup of all the glitz and the 
glamour. 

It is amazing that Maradona 
has developed an uncanny habit 
of getting embroiled in 
controversies one after another. 
In 1991, he was Itanncd from 
football for 15 months following 
the detection of atcaine. It defies 
comprehension as to how he 
could afford to indulge in drug 
abuse when he knew of the 
pt)ssible consequences 

Truly Maradona's tragic fall is 
reminiscent of a protagonist in a 
Greek tragedy. 

SUSAfflA BISWAS. 

Calcutta 



Y OU won't believe it, but after 
going through the 
Freewheeling (Sportsworid, 1st 
.June), by Parnab Mukherjee, I 
read it aloud to m> friends and we 
all burst out laughing. 

We would like to convey our 
heartfelt thanks to Pamab who 
had beautifully and aptly 
described the present state of the 
Indian football team and of 
course, the present state of Priya 
Ranjan Das Munshi, the 
President of the AIFF who tied 
the knot when he was 48. 

ARTAMISHRA 

Cuttack 


Y our issues are well 

researched, well presented 
and naturally, well received. The 
articles and the photographs on 
the World Cup were A 1. 

This World Cup was stunning 
for one reason; Maradona; from 
superstar to supercrook. 

Also trying to get some 
attention was Wimbledon. 
Martina made a grand exit 
although not on top. But she won 
many hearts by her 
never-say-die spirit. But the 
hcan-pie was taken all the way 
by none other than the bi^bly 
Gigi Fernandes who had us all 
rooting for her—her play, her 
performance, her sporting spirit 
et all, even in defeat! 

SUSH KOCHER, 

Calcutta 
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GOLDSTAR PRESENTS A VCP 
THAT PLAYS GAMES WITH YOUR CHILDREN 


Behold a great new home entertainment idea. The Goldstar Video Cassette 
Playcr-cum-Video Game Player. As a VCP, it’s the world’s latest, with 
features like Auto Head Cleaning and Digital Auto Tracking — simply 
state't>f'the-art. 




Insert a Game Cartridge in the slot and the VCP becomes a pulse-pounding 
Video Game Player, which will have your kid (and even you!) in raptures. 
It will take your whole family through a myriad animated adventures. 


Brought to India by : 

ELECTRONICS LTD. 

6S, Mathun Road, Jansxm, New Pdhi-l iCX)14 


GoldStar 

THE CHOICE OF 140 COUNTRIES 
N 0 W IN I N n I A 





ANALYSIS 


NEGATIVE PLAY 



A lan ROTHENBERG, chairman of 
World Cup, USA '94 fiad the same 
dream for two months. In it, the 
World Cup came off without a 
hitch. The games are wildly entertaining, fans 
are well-behaved but enthusiastic, television 
ratings are incre dibly strong and the event is 
ha i led as the best World Cup ever. 


Turns out that Rothenberg is told it’s no 
dream; USA ’94 is a success. "Virtually 
nothing of any consequence managed to 
distract me. 1 just kept pinching myself 
thinking 1 was going to wake up," said 
Rothenberg. So, seeking the help of television 
ratings, all - time World Cup^ecord 
attendances, financial surpluses surpassing all 
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projections, little violence, a 'dream' 
Italy-Brazil Final match up, higher aggregate 
and average goals as compared to Italia '90, 
great ambience; 2/3rds of 3.6 million tickets 
sold, what conclusion could one come to? 

USA '94 it would seem was a critical, 
aesthetic and commercial success erasing the 



bitter legacy of Italia '90’s frigid play and 
defensive play, justifying FIFA's award of i ts 
flagship tournament to a country whose 
soccer atmosphere was very thin indeed. Was 
it all so rosy? Was the World Cup such a 
smashing success? 

Well, it depends on what you mean by 
success. 



Is it measured by how much impact soccer 
has made in the USA? 

Oh yes, the Americans did show up in 
record numbers for the World Cup. But does 
that put to rest the notion that Americans 
care for soccer.'’ 


Tha rafaran threw tbair 
cards on lhaplayan 
irrespactiva of Ilia nature of 
fouls, thanks to RFA's strict 
ruling 


Firstly, much as the organisers kept 
claiming, the World Cup matches were not a 
sell out. Moreover, most of the spectators 
present were either visiting foreigners or 
immigrant Americans. And if you talk about 
ambience, there was no World Cup 
atmosphere if you wandered a mere 100 
yards away from any stadium. 

No one is arguing that the crowds and the 
TV ratings as well as the surprisingly good run 
of the U.S. team brought 
unprece dented attention to soccer in the 
United States. But that is just if we keep in 
mind the expet rations we had. The 
expectations were so low that anything would 
have been okay. In such a scenario even 
mcdicKre becomes good. 

Maybe, jusi maybe. Americans were 
interested only in the World Cup, because it is 
such a big event, .i novelty such as the 
Olympics, whcreui interest is enthusiastic but 
fleeting. It remains to be seen if whether the 
Americans are truly interested in soccer. How 
many of them will come back to see and 
support a league? A day after the tournament 
the World Cup was history as far as American 
television and newspapers were concerned, 
confirming that soccer in the U.S. is caught up 
in contradictions. Sure, It was good to see 
Alexi Lalas become a hero in America 
appearing in every second talk show. Sure, it 
was good to see many U.S. media men won 


•• 

Oh yes. the 
Americans did 
show op in record 
numbers for the 
World Cup. But 
does that put to 
rest the notion 
that the 

Americans care 
for soccer? Much 
as the organisers 
were claiming, 
the World Cup 
matches were not 
a sell out 

•• 
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Soccerwise, yes 
the touraament 


improvement on 
what we saw four 
years ago. Could 
things get any 
worse? More 
goals, actual 
playing time 
increased by 
minutes per 
match, less 
defensive play. 
The World Cup 
has expanded in 
the best possible 
way 


over, having seen first-hand Branco's free 
kicks, Baggio's genius, Roinario's finishing 
and Hagi and Stoichkov's all-round brilliance, 
and then strain to describe moves that made 
even illiterates aspire to poetry. Sure, it was 
good to see soccer balls dot the entrance of 
Lincoln Tunnel in New York, and to drink a 
California ale called "Gooooot'allll!" 

But docs this all amount to success? 
Wouldn't we wait and see if the afterglow is as 
sweet? More importantly, shouldn't we wait 
and see how US soccer finds its own way in 
the afterglow of the World Cup? 

Soccerwise, yes the tournament was an 
improvement on what we saw foui years ago. 
Could things get any worse? More goals, 
actual playing time increased by minutes per 
match, less defensive play From the exciting 
Saudis to the spectacular Bulgarians to the 
g(*od—as expeded—Nigerians, the World 
Cup has expanded in the best possible way. 

While it is easy to confirm the quality of the 
tournament, it is a bit haider to pin down the 


criticisms. That's because if journalists 
criticise, the World Cup, then they inevitably, 
detract from the drama and theatrethey have 
been sent to describe. It goes against the grain 
to trivialisc your own endeavours. 

It may be a na.sty, churlish thing to say but 
you can mount a solid argument that the 
experiment of holding the World Cup in the 
U.S. was a total failure, one that had little to do 
with finding out which nation possessed the • 
world's hesi soccer team. In many ways, the 
tournament was a contrived, artificial farce. 
From the very first match, it was clear that the 
event was to be stage managed in an attempt 
to implant soccer into the US. Though it may 
have passed many hy, it U-carne clear that 
FIFA had decided that soccer as it was, 
wouldn't do for the US. 

The problem was not so much with the new 
regulations as with their smooth 
implementation. We had a lary-mindcd 
misinterpretation ol the off-side law whic h 
doesn't quite stand serious scrutiny. As a 
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ANALYSIS 




result, you had linesmen calling (or off-side 
with depressing rcgulaiity. The 
implementation of the rule worked against 
the aim of free-flow. Moreover, you are either 
off-side or you are not, regardless of intent. 

The referees were erratic and sometimes, 
the unnecessary flashing of red and yellow 
cards pointed to the need of making this 
most-aligned of tx’cupations professional. In 
fact, to many, FIFA made a scritius error 
before the World Cup even began. In saying it 
would outlaw the tackle from behind, it 
generally meant to sent a warning against foul 
play. The consequence was that alter referees 
made fools of themselves and FIFA, as 
inncK'uoiis challenges from behind were 
punished and the more sinister ones 
permitted. 

Foul play of course is rarely dependent on 
'ergonomics'. It is to do with human nature. A 
foul is a foul and you can't expert footballers 
to hold a trigonometric discussion with 
themselves before making a tackle. The result 
was a farce where referees showed cards as if 
they were throwing conletli at a wedding 
reception. 

The U.S. World Cup also saw a freshly 
designed ball which sent most long ranged 
shots over the bar and which made life 
difficult fur professionals used to playing for 
15 years or so with an ordinary football. We 
also saw matches kicking off in the hottest 
pan of the day to suit television schedules 
with no apparent regard to the players' 
comforts. 


We must, on the other hand, credit FIFA for 
the unprecedented andeHectivc—though 
controversial—uw of video tape for 
suspending players. Thankfully, FIFA didn't 
go all the way to Americanise the game. Then 
a back pass has been a key improvement with 
goalkeepers now almost playing as sweepers. 
That was one of the reasons why more goals 
were scored since the keepers tended to be off 
their lines. 

Personally, however, the sooner the United 
States gets back to ignoring soccer it is safe that 
way. Imagine if the game really ttmk off there. 
Already the Americans are experimenting 
with kick-ins instead of throw-ins, four 
quarters wider goals and other adjustments. 
The Yanks will then eventually shoulder-pad 
their way down the wrridors of power 
trying to Americanise a game much of whose 
attraction lies in the fact that it has not been 
Americanised. Rothenberg has said that the 
World Cup could return to the USA by 2010 
aher going to France in 1998, Asia in 2002 and 
perhaps Africa in 2006. 

Gcxxi grief! 11 iliis World Cup was an 
example of what soccer can expect, then let's 
hope not. The World Cup should be in a 
nation where life will stop during the key 
matches. 1 want the World Cup in a country 
where cheers come from restaurant kitchens 
when the home team scores, in a country 
where even a devastating earthquake did not 
stop the tournament preparations, in a 
country whose plans lor coverage are kept top 
secret because of their importance. 

Having the World Cup in America is like 
having the World Scries in Italy, where 
baseball is played but not followed. For 
starters, Americans can't even get the name of 
the sport right What virtually all the world 
calls football, which describes the sport 
perfectly, they call it soccer, which is 
meaningless. And in the sport they call 
football, the ball is rarely propelled with the 
feet. How can one gel passionate about a 
World Cup held in that land? 

And if Alan Rothenberg gloats over 
American organisation, then he should have 
been forced to spend TO minutes in one of 
those "Porta-potties" (moveable plastic 
latrine booths with no drainage) left out in the 
sun in the media centres and car parks. 

They had this little sidewalk cafe b^ind the 
press centre just a few yards from the battery 
of ‘porta-potties'. When the wind was in the 
%vrong direction. 

Now that's something 1 can't gel passonale 
about. • 
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PREVIEW 


AUG. lOtEuropean Ath¬ 
letic Champ, Hekinki; 
World Cup Badminton, 
World Men's Baskethali. 
Tortmto. 

AUG, II: European Ath¬ 
letic Champ, Helsinki; 
World Cup Badminton; 
World Men's Basketball. 
Toronto; US PGA 
Champ, Tulsa; Austrian 
Open Golf, Sal/burg; 
Women's British Open 
Golf, Woburn 
AUG. 12; European Ath¬ 
letic Champ, Helsinki; 
World Cup Badminton, 
World Men’s Basketball, 
Toronto, US PGA 
Champ, Tulsa' Austrian 
Open CWslf, Salzburg, 
Women's British Open 
Golf, Woburn 
AliG ( 1: European Alh- 
lelic Champ, Helsinki. 
World fbjp Badminton. 
World Men's Basketball, 
Toionto, US PGA 
Champ. Tulsa; Austrian 
Open Goll. Salzburg, 
Women's British Open 
Golf, Woburn, English 
Eoolball I.eague begins 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


AUG. 14; European Ath¬ 
letic Champ, Helsinki: 
Wodd Cup Badminton; 
World Men’s Basketball, 
Toninto; US PGA 
Champ, Tulsa. Austrian 
Open Ckilf, Salzburg; 
Women's British Open 
Golf Woburn; Hungarian 
Grand Prix, Bucharest, 
Lexington Motor-racing, 
LSiio. 

AUG, IS: Women's 
World Wrcstline Champ, 
Caracas, WorldTYack Cyd 
ing Champ, Sicily. 

AUG io. Women's 
World Wrestling Champ, 
Caracas, World Track 
Cycling Champ, Sicily. 
AliG. 17 Women's 
Wrestling Champ, Car¬ 
acas, Zunch Grand Prix 
Atliletics. 

Ai'<. IK- England vs 
South AInca ird Critket 
Test, The Ova)' Women's 
World Wrestling Champ, 
Caracas; World Track 


111* woman'* 4ir4nni rainy will bn an axching aveni in 
An Ewapaan -Cbwpianthip* M Hal*inki. 






Cyding Champ, Siaiy- 
AUG. 19: England vs 
South Africa 3rd Cricket 
Test, Tlic Oval; Women's 
World Wrestling Champ, 
Caracas: World Track 
Cycling Champ. Sinly; 
World Jr Wrestling 
Champ, Budapest, Brus¬ 
sels Grand Pnx Athletics. 


Loudon Motor-radng, 
New Hampshire; World 
Track Cyding Champ, 
Sicily; World Jr Wrestl¬ 
ing Champ, Budapest. 
AUG- 22: England vs 
South Africa 3ra Cricket 
Test, The Oval; World 
Tiack Cyding champ, 
Sidly 




Talk about FI racing and 
tbara ic Prima S)iorts to 
give yoB all tha 
enteitainment and 
nxcitamant from tfia fast 
laaa 

AUG 20- England vs 
South Africa 3rd Cricket 
Test. The Oval, World li 
Wrestling Champ, Buda¬ 
pest. Women's World 
Wrestling Champ. Car¬ 
acas, World Track Cycl¬ 
ing Champ, Sicily 

AUsj. 21' England vs 
South Africa 3rd Cricket 
Test. The Ovaf; Cologne 
Grand Pnx Athletics; 
Malaysian Grand Prix 
Motorcycling. Johor, 





SaveBaliaslarera 
faaiiliar face ie major golf 








FORTNIGHT 


EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 


B A>DMINT(>N; Prime Spons brings you the full coverage ol 
the Indonesian Open Badminton Championships from Java 
where the world's top players willl be seen in action. So don’t 
lorgcl to tunc in and catch the excitement from August 10 to 
14 at 5.30 am and 5.30 pm 1ST. The semis will be held on 
Saturday at 12.30 pm and 5.30am and the final on Sunday at 
I2.30pm. 

GO t f For golf buffs there's good news for you. Prime Sports 
lakes you to the Southern Hills Goll Course. Tulsa 
(Oklahama) where you can see the top ptolessiorial gollery 
sweat it out for high stakes the PGA Championships is offering. 
So tune in on Friday I2at9.30pm On Saturday at 9.30pm 
and 7.30 am; Sunday at 11 pm and 7.30 am and on Monday at 
11 pm and 6.30 am. 

< /'M C, K f! f. Prime Spurts bnngs to you the highlights ol the 
third Test at The Oval between England and South Africa. So 
tunc in on the following days; 

Friday 19 at 7.30am and 5.50 pm (day 1) 

Saturday20at 10pin(day Uandat7.30amand 12.30pm 
(day 2). 

Sunday 21 at 9 30 pm (day 2) and at 7.30 am and 12 noon (day 
’) 

Monday 22 at 7.30 am and 12.30 pm (day 4) 

Tuesday 23 at 9 30 pm (day 4) and 7.30 am and 12.30 pm (day 

llj". < ■’'l.c. 

Sunday 14' FI World Championship, the Hungarian Grand 
Pnx at 5.30 pm 

Tuesday 16: Hungarian Grand Pnx at 10 pm and 9 am. 

Sunday 21. Motorcycle Grand Prix at 6 pm 
Monday 22. Motorcycle Grand Pnx at 9.30 am 
Tuesday 23. Motorcycle Grand Prix at 11 pm. 

SOl.'J.TR. 

Friday 12. Asian Fcxttball Show at 3.30 pm 

Saturday I 3- Asian Football Show at 11 30 am and European 

ScKcer Show at 4.30 pm 

Sunday 14: Charity Shield at 10 30 pm and Chinese ScKcer 
League at 3.30 pm 

Monday 15; Soccer Miindial at 10.30 pm and 5.50 pm and 
Chinese Soccer League at 1.30 pm 
Tuesday 16; Charity Shield at I pm and European SiKcer 
Show at 8 am 
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Wednesday 17; European Sixcer Show at 10 pm 

Friday 19- Asian Fcxitball Show at 3.30 pro 

Saturday 20: Asian Fcxitbali Sht/w at 12 mid night and at 6 30 

am and European Sexcer Show at 4.30 pm 

Sunday 21; European Soccer Show at 11.30 pm and 8.30 am 

Monday 22: Soccer Mondial at 1.30 am and Chinese Soccer 

League at 2 am and 1.30 prn. European Soccer Show at 6.30 am 

V/WF; 

Friday 12: Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm 

Saturday 13; Wrestling Mania at 5.30 pm 

Wednesday 17; Wrestling Mania at 12 noon 

Friday 19- Wrestling Spotlight a! 2,30 pm 

Saturday 20- Wrestung Spotlight at 11.30 pm and Spotlight at 

5.30 am 

Sunday 21; Wrestling Mania at l'^.30 am and Spotlight at 5.30 
am 









II 'T' man take a chill 

* ’ pill and don't give 

I I me grief. I haven't 
■ Jl- JL. been doing nothing 
ail day but busa my chops to touch 
bases with you. Natch, we're hitting 
the village tonight to shoot some 
breeze. Hang a right when you cruise 
into42nd and Fifth. See you in a bit.* 


That for your knowledge is a 
message left on an answering 
machine of any average socialite in 
New York. To translate it from 
American to English slag, it would 
sound like. "Hi, take it easy and don't 
give me so many pntblems. I haven't 
done anything all day but hassle 
myself tc» try and gel in touch with 
you. Naturally we're going to the bars 
in Greenwhich village to hang around 
and chat. Turn right when you come 
to the crossing of 42nd street and Fifth 
avenue. See you in a little while." 
if Americans can do that to the 


the scenario would be if the game 
actually takes off in this place as a 
direct result of the World Cup. 

We would have to rewrite the 
entire lexicon of football. For staners, 
we would have to rename the game 
and call if 'soccer' which when 
pronounced by an American 
becomes, 'sack-er' 

Then some of the terms we are so 
accustomed to must be removed and 
replaced by a few Americanisms 
which have more than one meaning. 
For instance.ihe use of the word 'call'. 
In America .everybody 'calls’ at a 
game; the referees, the spectators and 
tlie commentators. The same 
sentence each with the word 'call' 
means different things when 
assexiated witli different people. If the 
referee 'makes a call' it means he 
makes a decision and blows his 
whistle. "1 don't believe he didn't 'call' 
that", means 'what, the referee didn't 
blow for that?' Or "that wasa gcKKl 



ta'catr 


VWira tka reforea gins ynillw 

F.nglish language then it maybe 
would be a gexx! idea now that the 
World Cup IS over, if we ItHttball 
lovers pack our precious game in our 
old kit tsags and take oil from this 
place never to return again. 

If in the course of a month the 
Americans «>uld impose so much of 
themselves on scxccr—pardon me. 

U xtihall—one dreads to think what 


call". ('Great decision"). 

If you were a spectator you could 
'call', by predicting what will happen 
next. And if you're lucky then they 
"like" (read; say) "hey this guy 'called' 
it.' Or even. *Hcy that was a great 
'call'.’ Or 'I don't believe you couldn't 
call that'. 

The same goes with the word 'play'. 
You could "play ball’ (have a game) or 


'make a play* (make a move or a 
pass), or 'call a play* (as spectators 
'predict' a move or happening, as a 
referee 'blows' for a decision). 

The word 'score* was also used 
during the World Cup to mean more 
than what guys try and do at pick-up 
bars. When Romario nets a superb 
goal, you say, 'that's a great score.' If 
the result of the game is 1 -0 then the 
goal was 'the only score of the match'. 
And if the score is one all, then 'it's 
tied at one.' Also the team that hasn't 
scored has experienced a "shut rrut*. 

Then there were teams like 
Romania whose tactics depended on 
'fast breaks' (read: 'cxrunier attacks') 
and your 'value* (as in MVP in the 
NBA finals: most valuable player) was 
loiailcd (yes, mathematically!) 
adding the number of goals , you 
scored with the number of your 
assists (passes that led directly to 
goals), which means if you were a 
defender, then you were 
automatically eliminated from the 
MVP contest of the 1994 World Cup. 

I And in this World Cup, the 
j Americans taught us a lesson on how 
I hxtthall statistics arc to be kept, 
j America, Ix'ing a nation consumed by 
j measuring sjjorts ai hievcmenis in 
1 statistical terms, brought the conce|Jls 
j of their "contrived" sport lo this 
free-flowing, natural sjHirt of ours. 

I Down to the nth decimal ixiini. 
j Biggest. Greatest. Longest. Third-best 
on even numbered. Wednesday's in 
March m leap years ending in eight. 

Perhaps just one World Cup 
statistic ought to have won the Yanks 
over for all lime. One billion pettple 
tuned in for the opening ceremony. 

30 billion viewers for the tournament 
and 2 billion lor the Final. 

I'll tell you what, the day 1 walk into 
another World Cup soccer games— 
yes one gets accustomed to calling it 
'I hat' after five weeks in the United 
Slates—and see the guy at the gate 
wearing a uniform that says "access 
control," I'll just get the hell out 
because then I'll know that Tm being 
"ushered" in to (or "access-controlled 
into) an Americanised verison of the 
world's favourite sport. 

Andy O'Brien] 
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it's a tough game out there 
but then, you were built to survive 
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BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE _ 

T ill a couple of months ago, 
everybody in the tennis 
fraternity seemed to be 
complaining about how the 
women's tour was getting to be a big 
bore and worse still, highly 
predictable. With Monica Seles 
prolonging her absence from the 
courts, Steffi Graf was lapping up all 
the honours and winning every 
conceivable title in sight. That was 
then, this is nc»w. with two 
ignominious exits at the French and a 
first round loss at Wimbledon, 
the equation is suddenly not clicking. 
Yes, Graf is still the favourite at the 
U.S. Open, but the others (see 
interview on page 11) have equal 
chances to wrest that title away fn»m 
her. Women's tennis has suddenly 
gtme 'o|)en'. 

The malaise that was affecting the 
women's tour has slowly started 
rearing its ugly head in the men's 
section. So much so, that attempting a 
prediction on who would win the U.S 
Open—apart irom Pete 
Sampras—can become quite a 
hazardous task. It's fine to say that the 
likes of Ivanisevic (ranked no. 2), 
FdlH*rg (no. 1 ), Bruguera (no. 4) and 
Michael Chang (no. 5) are all in with a 
chance, but then the conviction to 
base one's opinion on a surety wouid 
be lacking. 

Consider this as further proof: most 
professional tennis players, prior to 
the emergence of Pete Sampras had 
some chink in their armour. The ATP 
rankings system at that |)oinl of time 
was definitely not a suitable 
barometer if one were to sit and judge 
a player's credibility as opposed to 
another's. Almost all of them were 
fallible and human. 

Not Sampras. Iri fact, he's so good 
that people are actually sitting down 
and trying to locate a few areas in his 
rejjertoire where he has not strengths, 
but weaknesses. The fact that he 
needs to get firmer with his volleys 
and his approach, as analysed by Vitas 
Gerulaitis are not genuine suggestions 
but a case of classic nit-picking (as 
admitted by Gerulaitis). 


Just as Gerulaitis is desperately 
looking for any signs of softness in 
Sampras' professional qualifications, 
similarly Ion Tiriac summed up 
Sampra's devastating run through 
Wimbledon by trying t«) attempt a 
concrete summation: "In my book, 
Pete Sampras is the best player after 
Rod I.avcr. He's the most complete 
player in the world." But what the 
shrewd Tiriac (ailed to observe or 


rather failed to add was something 
which was even more scary. It has to 
do with the fact that Sampras is not 
getting even rest lotely complacent. In 
faa, he's getting better and better, the 
opposition is getting more resigned 
and bewildered and the ATP 
computer which credits Sampras with 
5405 points—as opposed to 3105 to 
no. 2 ranked Goran 
Ivanisevic—seems to give everyone 


the impression that it is suffering from 
a programming defea. At 
Wimbledon, fmalist Goran Ivanisevic 
was speaking throughout the 
tournament about his new found 
mental strength. With the help of his 
newly-strengthened mental attitude. 
Ivanisevic mowed down the 
opposition with his aces and reached 
the final. But when he tried to pit his 
aces against Sampras he looked like a 


K S awp rai wo i i w Mt w ii w —■lana.lw 


badly manufactured clone. Sure 
enough, after a couple of frustrating 
moments what followed was a heavy 
barrage of profanity in Croatian. 

I T is difncult at times to see greatness 
raising its head but that is only 
possible up to a point. Beyond that. 
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there's no mistaking it. It can be seen 
in the cool, calculated but effective 
mannerisms. Almost as though 
Sampras is sleep walking. He drills an 
ace and he merely nods. He punches a 
volley and walks away, twanging his 
racket strings. Sampras is not 
surprised at the way he's decimating 
the opposition. He's damned good at 
what he does and his achievements 
speak for themselves. 

He is the first man since Boris 
Becker to win back-tcvback titles at 
Wimbledon. He has also managed to 
nail his fourth Grand Slam title in his 
last five attempts. He has managed to 

ACTION PLUS __ 


open the largest gap between No. I 
and No. 2 in the history of the ATP 
computer rankings. In Wimbledon 
(the last Grand Slam that he played), 
Sampras dropped one set in seven 
matches and lost his serve three times. 

Today, he welcomes the fact that 
he's been spoken of in the same breath 
as Laver and Rosewall and his earlier 
modesty has been replaced by a quiet 
steady confidence, "I'm getting 
closer," he said. "I'm getting there. 
The Grand Slam wins I've had, have 

Th* aaiy piayar quiiM to 
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proved to people that I can go down in 
the history books." Sampras is not 
overawed by aunparisons anymore, 
because at the age of 22, he is not 
stalking greatness. Rather, the 
opposite holds true. 

W HILE SAMPRAS continues to 
yawn his way towards a third 
U.S. Open title, the rest of his 
contemporaries are busy drawing up 
battle plans in order to try and figure 
out a way to stop him. 

The opposition in this case is quite 
varied and almost all of them possess 
playing styles which are in stark 



Backer n a |Mle 
■hadaw af hit fermar 
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hraniaevic has 
c e a qaarad hn volatile 
taaiparamaal and it 
now concantratinfl on 
winning 



contrast to each other. We've got 
baseliners, we've got serve and 
volleycrs and we've got the slam-bank 
variety. 

In terms of sheer improvement, 
Goran Ivanisevic is the one who is 
trying to pul the bits and pienrs of his 
enigmatic game together. 'This was 
amply portrayed at Wimbledon and 
the results have shown in the sudden 
escalation of his ranking—which is at 
no. 2 on the ATP list. 

Ivanisevic's principal weapon has 
been his potent serve but by the same 
standards, his main weakness is his 
volatile temperament. When faced 
with a losing proposition, there is no 
way that the straggly Croat will 'oake 
an effort to improve and this happens, 
more often than not, during a btg 
match. Twice, he reached the 
Wimbledon final and his service and 
fragile temperament have faltered at 
crucial stages both times. 

The player who is actually qualified 
to counter Sampras' lirand of solid 
tennis is a 'Dude from Dade City': 
James Spencer C<»urier. If one were to 
acknowledge Courier's incredible 
appetite for competition and an 
exhausting most ethic, the prognosis 
for him at the IJ.S. Open kK>k s 
promising. However, on the flip side, 
it is Courier's exhausting training 
regimen that has perhaps been the 
cause of his recent lethargy. Time was 
when Courier could blast the ball and 
his opponent into the stratosphere. 

'Time is now, when f.Courier is 
ending it difficult just to stand on his 
two feet and fight. A lot of the 
up-and-coming youngsters hit the 
ball Just as hard and accurately as 
Courier: Yevgeny Kafelnikov and 
Alberto Bersategu i being cases in 
point. Faa is, both these whizkids 
have soared up the rankings recently, 
while Courier has stepjied down 
from a respectable five to 
a disappointing no. 9 . In order fur 
Courier to make a serious run at the 
Open, he'll have to resort to a lot more 
variety rather than try to hit the felt 
out of the ball. 

If Courier is going to provide the 
firepower, then Andre Agassi is going 
to resort to glltsy flair. Rebounding 
strongly back to the circuit after 




undergoing wrist surgery, a 


rejuvenated, fit and slinHooking 


Agassi is trying to negate rumours of 


him being a case of all ‘gas but no 


explosion' 

Agassi has always been known to 
switch off at crucial times and part of 


this is because his concentration is 


questionable. Agassi is a 


multi-talented player sure, but he is 


not a thinking player; so true to form 


and talent, he will progress till he 


meets a concrete human wall that 


might come in the form of say a 


Thomas Muster, who has the tools to 


simply outlast and batter him into 


submission on the Deco-Turf. 


I F someone like Agassi suddenly 
seems to portray a lack of ambition 
then Sergi Bniguera is definitely 
exhibiting an overdose of it. After 
having silenced the critics with his 
back-to^ack French Open titles. 



BngiMra has promt hi* crilict wrong 
wMi Mo positiw tennis 

Bruguera managed to reach the last 16 
at Wimbledon. As one who makes up 
the numbers as a challenger, 

Bruguera is definitely in with a 


SifjfMii Hhflfg 
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chance. Coupled to that are his 
slipping and sliding style of court 
coverage and a forehand that just 
keeps on coming at you till you drop. 
What's more, once labelled as a 
glorious 'tanker', the Spaniard is 
actually exhibiting a will to win. 

If the draw is kind to some of the 
'young veterans', then Stefan Edberg, 
Boris Becker and Michael Chang are 
always going to have their chances. 
The draw is specially important to a 
workhorse like Chang, for he is the 
sort of player who spills his guts on the 
court for each win. 

A meeting with a couple of 
formidable f>pponents and he ct>uld 
land up being exhausted over two 
weeks. Stefan F.dberg unlike Chang, 
has never been a player who looks like 
he's out on a training schedule. 

Rather, Edberg's game is more 
cerebral; Optimum results achieved 
through minimum inputs. Edberg's 
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style has been effective at Flushing 
Meadows but constant hard work on 
the Tour has seemed to have had an 
effect on him. For Edberg to win, he 
will have to pul together two weeks of 
flawless tennis. 

Waiting for Godot. That's what it 
has been while waiting to sec if Becker 
will come back to his best. The last 
couple of years have not helped in 
resurrecting his game and as a result, 
the constant starvation of titles has 
made hirnanorexictowards it. Becker 
has lost his hunger and the sight of a 
starving lion, who was once 
magnificent to behold can be quite 
pitiful. Moreover, he has also lost a 
couple of well wishers on the Tour, 
thanks to some unethical behaviour 
from him at Wimbledon. 

Nevertheless, a lion is a lion: always 
dangerous. Maybe this hunger will 
motivate Becker at the Open. 

But to be fair to Becker and his ilk, 
they must remember that this lime 
they are atl prospective challengers. 

No one is the best bet. Rather, they 
'I'ertSly tpake up the numbers like 


For Ghwig to Mrin, ha win hava to put 
togotbor two waoks of solid toMis 
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human saci ifices who will be served 
up before Sampras. 

This year's Open is really going to 
set the pace for the rest of the 
tournaments that are to be played out 
this year, ft is for the first time that the 
Tour Council is going lo implement a 
couple of new rules that are going to 
change the face of tennis for a long 
time to come. Tennis was becoming 
boring, they said, hence the change. 

For instance, the games are going to 
get over a trifle quicker with the time 
between services being reduced from 
25 to 20 seconds. Moreover, the 
ominous silence and lack of 
iHovcment that used to be prevalent 
the players played out the point 
c^^ot longer be adhered to. The 
puD^H^ do exactly what they please 
while^H^l^yers struggle to adjust. 
The re*lt^^cnnis Stadiums all over 
the world will be compared to 
overcrowded bar-rooms. 

But all these new legislations 
should be minor deterrents for 
Sampras as he begins his quest for a 
'Three-Pete. • 

I'HOIOGHAPHS PHObl-SMONAl SPORT 







PREVIEW 


LOOKIN' 
AT THE GIRLS 


Women's 
tennis was 
getting to be 
highly 
predictable 
and a bit of a 
bore. But the 
French Open 
and 

Wimbledon 
changed all 
that. To 
present a 
clearer 
picture, 
PAUL FEIN 
spoke to Lea 
Pericoli, a 
leading 
authority on 
women's 
tennis, on 
who would 
win the US 
Open 



EFORE the French Open, Martina 
Navratilova referred to the 
star-ravaged Top 10 as "Stetfi and 
the Seven Dwarfs ' But what a 
difference Paris and Wimbledon has made to 


women's tennis. 

Tostm out the jumbled women's picture, I 
spoke with Lea Pericoli, a leading tennis 
authority from Milan. In her heyday in the 
1960's the elegant but competitive Pericoli 
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Jana Novotna 
is full of doubt. 
She's always 
shaking, she's 
uncertain. At 
Wimbledon, 
she said, "Now 
I'm the 
favourite," 
(after Graf 
lost). But she 
doesn't 
believe in 
herself. She 
doesn't have 
enough faith 
and enough of 
guts 


defeated Wimbledon champions Billie Jean 
King, Karen Hantze and Ann Haydon Jones. 
Today she works as a TV tennis analyst lor 
Tele-Monte Carlo and doubles up as tennis 
and fashion columnist for // Giornalc 
newspaper. 

Seemingly invincible after winning four 
straight Grand Siam tournaments, Steffi 
Graf was crushed by Mary Pierce at the 
French Open and then knocked out by 
unseeded Lori Me Neil in the Wimbledon 
first round. Will Graf reverse her tailspin 
and take the U.S. Open? 

If 1 have to choose, I choose Graf but with a 
little fear. If Seles were still playing, Td pick 
Seles. Graf has all the weaponry to be 
stronger than the others. Except that she's 
terribly weak in her character. She is so used 
to winning that as .so(»n as she confronts a 
difficult opponent her problems start. 
Mentally, Steffi's terribly fragile. We saw it in 
the (1992) Olympic Games and on many 


Maiy Pi«rc« (left) is a counterpuncher who can 
leave the opposition stranded on her day. 

Arantxa Sanchez (right): in spite of her hard work, she 
has no overpowering weapon 

occasions. .She gets so frustrated, and she 
wants lo play faster and faster. She doesn't 
think out the shots that she plays. With all her 
experience. Tin ama/.ed that a player of her 
standard can lose so badly twice in a row, at 
Paris and at Wimbledon. She could have been 
one ol the strongest women's players ever. If 
only she had a little bit of intelligent e and 
improved her backhand, changed her pace 
and went oihe net more. Even with all these 
drawbacks she still is the Itigical choice for the 
US Open. 

Underrated as chiefly a baseliner and 
clay court specialist, Conchita Martinez 
has proved that she can beat the best. 

Will she do the same at Flushing 
Meadow, on the hard courts? 

I never would have thought Conchita would 
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win Wimbledon. Conchita has big lupsinn 
shots, and she was very lucky that it didn't 
rain this year because otherwise the ball 
bounces low, and it's impossible for her to 
play that kind of forehand on grass. She does 
play smart tennis and has terrific passing 
shots. Conchita and Mary Pierce have the 
second best chance at Flushing Meadow. Still, 
Graf is a better player overall. 

World No. 2 Arantxa Sanchez Vicario has 
reached the U. S. Open final once and 
semis twice over the past four years. 
What would it take for her to go all the 
way? 

She missed her big chance last year. 1 
wouldn't pick her. I don't see her as one of ihe 
favourites I must give her credit ihoiigh.she 
has improved all around But there is 
something missing She doesn't have a hig 
shot, an oveipoweririg weapon Maybe, she's 
too small On that (Deco-Turf II) surface and 
with thai New York heat and her retrieving 
game, 1 wouldn't give her much of a t hantc. 


Unpredictable Mary Pierce was 
sensational at the French Open where 


Jana Novotna: has the credentials but lacks the 
will to win 




she overwhelmed Graf 6-2,6-2 and 
reached the final. Will her awesome 
power be perfect for Flushing's 
hardcourts? 


Concliita Martiner has a 
Bood chance to win bar 
second grand slam 


1 would think so. Her game should be terrific 
on cemeiu. Mary Pierce is the one who should 
or could beat Graf, again. I was ama/ed at 
what I saw in Paris. I've never seen any 
woman in the history of tennis hit such a 
tremendous and accurate forehand. Seles hit 
the ball hard. Mary Pierce hits it even harder. 
She's a strong girl and has a wonderful sense 
of liming. She also hit many winners on her 
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Graf has all the 
weaponry to 
be much 
stronger than 
the others. 
Except that 
she's so 
terribly weak 
in her 

character. She 
is so used to 
winning that 
as soon as she 
confronts a 
difficult 
opponent^ her 
problems 
surface. 
Mentally, 
Steffi's 

terribly fragile 


backhand. She's a very, very strong bascliner. 
She also has a good serve. Her only drawbacks 
are self-confidence and experience. Paris had 
to give her cxtnfidence. But then you saw how 
she pulletfout of Wimbledon, for no (valid) 
reason. She must have regretted that a lot 
especially when she saw Graf g(»ing out of the 

tournament. It would have been the greatest 
chance of her life. I think Mary is badly 
advised, probably by her mother. 

Is slump-ridden Gabriela Sabatini, the 
1990 U. S. Open champion, washed up? 
Or does she have a chance? 

The Iwauty of tennis is that anything can 
happen. But I'm very disappointed with 
Gaby. When she won the U.S. Open, she 
proved she had improved her tennis. But she 
: has a weak serve. Her game depends on too 
imuch topspin, falling backwards on every shot. 
; Also, before they built her up physically but 
i now she's much too thin and site has no 
! strength left. When you put all these problems 
j together, there is very little scope for 
( overcoming them. She's such a good athlete 
I that instead of having a Vilas-tyix; game, she 


should have developed a Navratilova-type 
game. Carlos Kirmayr (her coach) tried to 
make her play a flatter brand of tennis. For a 
woman, heavy topspin requires a lot of energy 
and is very tiring. The South Americans say 
that she is not prepared to work as she used to. 
She's lost her desire. She looks sad. She 
doesn't get any amusement out of the game 
anymore. 

Despite her all-court game and 
athleticism, Jana Novotna has only 
reached the quarters once in seven tries. 
Is she overdue for a big U.S. Open? 

No. She missed the chance of her life when 
she had the point for S-1 in the third set in the 
(1993) Wimbledon final against Graf. Tennis 
is this way: If you miss that famous shot in 
your career, you're Mr. Nobody. 

Jana Novotna is full of doubt. She's always 
shaking, she's uncenain. Ai Wimbledon, she 
said, "Now I’m the favourite" (after Graf lost). 
But she doesn't believe in herself. In tennis. 


Zmran Mid GififaniandBi ara M tlw irarg* of 
wiMiogtlwdoiilites Grand SImh 
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you have to believe. She doesn't have enough GabriatoSabatiBihasiMtMliimliaraktliiies 
faith and enough guts. That point she Itist at 

Wimbledon still continues to haunt her. It's not too late, of course. She's only 17. But 

it's tiK) early for her to win a Grand Slam. For 

Power-hitting American Lindsay sure, though, she's a potential Top 5 player. 

Davenport keeps improving and has 

risen to No. 6. At age 18, is she ready to Will Gigi Fernandez and Natalia Zvereva 

capture her first Grand Slam title? achieve the second women'^s doubles 

No. It will take a little more time. Because of Grand Slam in tennis history at the U. S. 

her enormous height (6'2 1 12"). she moves Open? 

very sluggishly. Lindsay is very, very slow. They have a big, big chance todo it. Especially 
She does have excellent strokes though and because Gigi played so well (gaining the 
really hits the hell out of the ball The only semis) at Wimbledon. She proved she can 

thing I would advist^robably she won't like play excellent singles, ttKi. They make such a 
it—is that she should smile a little more often . fantastic team. If 1 had to put all the money I 
She looks pretty miserable on the cour» Off have on either the singles winner or the 

the court she seems normal and happy, but on doubles winner. I'd put it all on Fernandez 
it she looks dreadful. My God, she's not going and Zvereva in doubles instead of Graf in 
to the guillotine. Americans arc very serious singles. You can compare Fernandez and 
competitors—Billie Jean was a wonderful Zvereva with the very best teams such as 

competitor, the best of all, but she didn't look Brough and DuPont Fry and Hart, Bueno and 

grumpy and sad. Hard, King and Casals and Navratilova and 

Shriver. Zvereva and Fernandez arc so 

Are there any darkhorses who may extremely strong because they're very even 

surprise and produce upsets? partners, which is very important in doubles. 

Iva Majoli perhaps. 1 expected more from her With Navratilova and Shriver, opponents 
though. I saw her play last year in Rome. 1 was would concentrate on the weaker Shriver. 
amazed. She was fantastic. But now. Opponents can't do that with Fernandez and 

strangely, she hasn't kept up to expeaations. Zvereva. They don't have any weaknesses.# 
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Mary Pierce is 
the one who 
should or 
could beat 
Graf, again. 
Seles hits the 
ball hard. 
Pierce hits the 
ball harder. 
Her only 
drawbacks are 
self - 

confidence 

and 

experience. 
Paris had to 
give her 
confidence. 
But then she 
pulled out of 
Wimbledon 
for no valid 
reason. 
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WORLD OF TENNIS 


H ow Steffi Graf reacted 
when notified that Monica 
Seles had been stabbed: "Oh 
God, 1 hope it wasn't one of my 
crazy fans." 

P ERSON that all-time great 
Bill Tilden declared was 
"the most glamorous figure in 
the world today" in 1938: Her 
Majesty, Queen Mary of 
England. 

A lberto Berasategul's first 
English teacher at the 
Harry Hopinan Tennis 
Academy: Andrea Jaeger. 

S tars who gave the Jensen 
brothers, Luke and 
Murphy, advice that helped 
them win the 1993 French 
Open doubles title: Jim Courier 
and Stefan Edberg. 
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P ERSON who said that 

Wimbledon "isjusi another 
tournament like all the rest," 
when Andre Agassi skipped it 
in 1988: Bill Shelton, then 
Agassi's business manager. 

H OW much Puma believes 
Boris Becker's Wimbledon 
viaories generated in sales for 
the company: $50 million. 


C OMBINED ages of Jimmy 
Arias and Andrea Jaeger 
when they won the 1981 
French Open mixed doubles 
title: 31. 

A verage time a point took 
during the 1991 
Wimbledon final between 
Michael Stich and Boris Becker: 
2 6 seconds. 
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H OW much money Todd 
Martin said he would play 
Davis Cup for in 1994: Nothing. 

W HEN Elizabeth Ryan, 

who frequently declared 
that she would rather die than 
see her record of 19 Wimbledon 
titles broken, died from a heart 
attack: On the day before Billie 
Jean King won her 20th 
Wimbledon title in 1979. 

J ENNIFER Capriati's least 
favorite question from the 
media during her rookie year 
on the pro tour: About 
premature burnout and 
comparisons to Tracy Austin 
and Andrea Jaeger. 

P ORTION of its annual 
budget of $91 million that 
the USTA spends on programs 
for minority players: l.css than 
1 % 

here donations of $800 
or $900 a month for a 
year or so to the California 
Tennis Association for 
Underprivileged Youth in 
gangndden South Central Lrts 
Angeles came from: A 
neighborhood drug dealer. 

A thlete who came in 
third—behind Mel Gibson 
and Kevin Costner—in a "For 
Women "magazine survey t)n 
whtim British women would 
pick il offered the chance to 
dine with their ideal star; Andre 
Agassi. 

N umber of consecutive 
times that fast-rising 
Russian Yevgeny Kafelnikov 
has beaten world No. 2 Michael 
Stich; 4. 

R eason Jim courier says 
he would not move to 
Monte Carlo which he loves: 
Because he would not l>e able to 
watch ESPN-TV's "Sports 
Center" program every 
evening. 


M essage on banner in the 
grandstand at the 1994 
Italian Open: "Martina nobody 
else but you." 


A ddress of Mary pierce 
Fan Club: Jack Torpey, 11 
Neilson Road, Wantage, New 
Jersey 07461, U S.A. 


OW The Wall Street 
Journal described business 
tycoon Ion Hriac: As Romania's 
"first private conglomerateur." 

N umber of games that 
world No. 108 Silvia Farina 
had won in two previous 
matches against Gabriela 
Sabatini before upsetting 
Sabatini in the 1994 French 

i 

! Open first round; 0. 





PR()^ f SSIONAL SPORf. 


W HAT coach Tom 

Giillikson gave Jennifer 
Capriati, then age 15: A book 
about good manners. 




H ow Chris Evert described 
her amicable split-up with 
Englishman John Lloyd: 'Tt 
was a storybook divorce.” 


R eason why Australia's 
Dinny Pails arrived 20 
minutes late for the 1949 
Wimbledon final, keeping 
Queen Mary, among others, 
waiting: He got lost on 
London's underground. 

T OP tennis players who have 
been the targets of death 
threats so far in 1994: Steffi Graf 
and Boris Becker. 

T RAfNING exercise at Miami 
(Ohio) University tennis 
team workouts: Carrying a 
teammate up and down hill on 
one's shoulders. 

A MOUNT of money raised 
for a private tennis lesson 
with Chris Evert at Nancy 
Davis' Race to Erase Multiple 
Sclerosis in Aspen, Colorado: 
$5,000. 

A mount of money raised 
there for a private lesson 
with Jimmy Connors: $.3,600. 

N 'UMBER of consecutive 
years that Jadwiga 
Jedzejowska was the No. 

I -ranked woma n in Poland: 3 1 
(1929-59). 

M essage on the 

world-as-art image by 
California artist Edward Ruscha 
that hangs in the inner sanclum 
of John McEnroe's 
by-appointment-only art 
gallery in Manhattan: "An 
invasion of privacy." 

S tars who played on the 
Los Angeles Strings team in 
the World Team Tennis league 
during their careers: Bjorn 
Borg, Jimmy Connors, Die 
Nastase, Billie Jean King, Chris 
Evert and Martina Navratilova 



Y eJUNGEST doubles team 
ever to compete at 
Wimbledon: Austria's Mita 
Klima, 13, and her sister Willy, 
14, in 1907. 

P LAYER whom Pete 

Sampras said possesses the 
"Best groundies I've ever 
faced ": Yevgeny Kafelnikov. 

C OST of renting a house per 
week at Wimbledon during 
The Championships. 1,000 to 
4,000 pounds 


W HAT racquet magazine 
called Sergi Briiguera 
just before he won his second 
straight French Open singles 
title: The "Most overrated" 
player in tennis. 


S TAR athlete that Margaret 
Smith Court, the all-time 
leader in Grand Slam titles, 
nearly l>eai in a pickup race: 
Betty Cuihbert, an Olympic 
gold medallist in both the 100 
and 200 meters sprints. 

rVlJR paintings that Sports 
Jl Illustrated magazine 
recommends for‘John 
McEnroe's by-appointment 
only art gallery: The Scream 
(Edvard Munch), Sibyl (Alexey 
Von Jawlcnsky), Exploded 
Head (Karel Appel) and Tragic 
Mask (Unknown). 

W HAT Tracy Austin did a 
term paper on when she 
was in elementary school: 
Tennis champions Rod Laver 
and BiUie Jean King. 


O NLY woman to win the 
Italian Oj>en singles title 
by winning the quarterfinals, 
semifinals and final on the same 
day. Manuela Malceva (May 
28, 1984). 
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R eason why Lew Hoad and 
Frew McMillan walked off 
the court and defaulted, when 
trailing Hie Nastase and Ion 
Tiriac 5-3 in the fifth set of the 
1972 Italian Open final: 

Because the officials refused to 
turn on the lights. 

Y ear that all-time great Don 
Budge wrote that "today, 
every outstanding player in the 
gameisa vollcyer": 1939. 

F irst woman player to wear 
lipstick on the court at 
Wimbledon: Suzanne Lenglen 
in the 1920s. 

O DDS that Boris Becker will 
ever win another Grand 
Slam title, according to John 
McEnroe; "A long shot." 

P LACES where Jennifer 
Capriati currently wears 
rings: ears, nose apd navel. 


Tj^HAT Andre Agassi called 
VV being uprooted from his 
Las Vegas home and sent to a 
faraway Florida tennis 
academy at age 13: “A living 
nightmare." 


W HAT Gabriela Sabatini 
calls her 

between-the-legs, 
back-to-thc-nei trick shot: 
"The Grand Willy," after her 
idol, Guillermo Vilas, who 
taught her the shot. 


A/HAT the municipal 
VV courts of Memphis, 
Tennessee, did two weeks after 
Spanish star Lili d'Alvarez 
defied traditional mores by 
wearing short trousers at 
Wimbledon in 1931: It banned 
the wearing of shorts by 
women. 

N umber of Davis Cup 
matches Die Nastase won 
for Romania in 1971:18. 

COMPILED BY PAUL FEIN 
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Michael 
Schumacher 
is proving to 
he absolutely 
invincible in 
the Formula 
One racing 
circuit 
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W HAT could be worse for a 

sportspcrson who is invincible 
in his field—a regular winner, 
irrespeaive of the competition 
but one who is perceived as boring? The 
options that he has in hand following such a 
callous and illogical accusation arc plenty. 

Which makes us all wonder about how 
Michael Schumacher, who has won almost 
every FI Grand Prix that the Benetton team 
has entered in this season is coping with his 
professional life. It is a life that is littered with 
viaorics but devoid of any enthusiastic praise 
or reception. In many ways thus, Michael 


Schumacher is being perceived as the Pete 
Sampras of Grand Prix racing. He is absolutely 
unbeatable—winning six of the seven races 
till Silverstone—but also absolutely boring. 

Or so the critics—^who have had overdoses of 
Mansell and Senna—seem to think. 

To the true Formula One critic who 
understands the motives behind every turn of 
the wheel and every change in the gearbox, it 
is difficult to find an]^ serious drawbacks in the 
25-year-old Schumacher. Neither do his 
colleagues at Benetton-Ford who refuse to 
subscribe to the criticisms that Schumacher's 
inherent-sense of German efficiency comes in 
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the way of his interactions with them and or 
affeas his sense of humour. 

Ross Brawn who is the technical director at 
Benetton-Ford is perhaps the only person 
who is qualified enough to attempt a personal' 
opinion of Schumacher. He says, "The point 
is, he's a complete pro. So much so that during 
a Grand Prix weekend he just thinks about 
racing. He goes to bed at night thinking about 
the car and when he comes back in the 
morning, he knows exaaly what he wants to 
do." 

"But away from racing, he really knows 
how to enjoy himself. We've had parties after 
the races and he's yahooing with the rest of 
us. Michael achieves the balance between his 
personal and professional life perfectly". 

All these adjustments seem pretty simple 
when you're driving the mpst superior car in 
the circuit and are on the verge of breaking 


Nigel Mansell's record of nine wins in a 
season. Sure, Schumacher has had everything 
going for him this year. But that does not belie 
his capabilities as a driver. In fact, his natural 
flamboyance and quietly arrogant confidence 
manifested itself the day he made his first 
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appearance in a 
Formula One car in 
August 1991. Even 
while qualifying 
for seventh place 
on the grid at the 
daunting Spa 
Prancorchamps 
circuit, Schumacher 
impressed the bosses 
at Benetton who 
bulldozed their way 
getting his contract 
with Team Jordan 
cancelled*, it was 
not a wayward 
move: Schumacher 
won his first race 
a year later. 

in spite of his 
growing status as 
a racing superstar, 

Schumacher has 
endeared himself 
to Team Benetton, 
whose engineers 
equally 

relish working with a driver they 
affenionately refer to as 'Brucie' (owed to his 
jutting Forsyth chin.) They arc also impressed 
by the fact that as a driver, Schumacher has 
never had an off-day so far. Brawn endorses 
this when he says that, "Most drivers perform 
well 90-95 per cent of the time, but 
occasionally thereafter, they have an off day 
during testing where you wonder what's 
happening and end up not making any 
progress at all. In this respea, Michael is 
amazing! In this respect, you do not question 
driver performance; if the car is going slower, 
it's because you've done something to make it 
slower and not because he is having a bad day. 
You can't go wrong with a driver like that." 

Schumacher's consistency is also coupled 
with quality driving. In that, he has the same 
ability to analyse his various options on a fast 
lap. He does st> by studying reams of computer 
printouts. Showing engine revs, entry and 
exit speeds at arrners, and then working out 
the relevant possibilities of his actions with 
the engineers. Most drivers do that stui of 
stuff, but Schumacher isable to understand 
what it all actually means and translates all 
the data into his reflexes and his sense of 

Schwiiachw Hi 19S3 wkm dw tworM uw wMmea 
af bn polmlial. HnaC SdMMMditr it mN n siragaiM 
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commitment which goes on to prove that he is 
a very last customer. 

But what is it about Schumacher that 
separates him from all the former champions 
he seeks to emulate? Frank Dermie, an 
engineer with Benetton—and a n^an who has 
come into contact with the likes of Prost, 
Piquet and Mansell—opines, “Michael is a 
thinker. Not many drivers are, or, at least, not 
to this extent. If you assume that they are all 
quick and have exceptional ability at the lop 
level, then intelligent drivers such as Prost and 
Piquet stand out. And Michael is certainly in 
that group. Michael adopts his style to try 
various things—^you can’t pigeon hole his 
style because I've seen him do it all." 

"Look at the way, he uses the throttle," 
Dernie continued." There was a marked 














differenu* between Prost and Mansell in that, 
Alain neverjumped on the throttle like Nigel. 
But I've seen Schumacher do it both ways, 
depending on the circumstances." 

But there is tme faaor which continues tt) 
bother the critics and till some time, it was the 
same for Schumacher. The charge is that at 
most races so far he has had no one to light 
With the absence of Prosi and with the 
untimely death of Senna, Schumacher has all 
but had it easy. He has not been able to beai 
the best. 

Schumacher himself defends that change as 
though it were a minor obstruction saying; 
'Off course, 1 would rather fight against Prosi 
and Senna than race without them. 1 like 
competition: that's why I'm here. That's why I 


really welcomed the opportunity to race 
against Nigel Mansell (in France, when he 
came back)". 

"It was the saii’e when 1 raced against 
Ayrton (Senna) early this season. He was a 
three times world champion who was 
reckoned to be the best. And 1 was able to beat 
him. If 1 do become champion, then I don't 
think it will take anything away from the 
achievement because Senna is no longer with 
us. 1 had ray opportunities at the beginning of 
the season. That's the impttrtant thing." 

And with Schumacher firmly ensconsed in 
the drivers' seat and with Benetton-Ford on 
its way to win the Constructors' 
Championship, greatness Ls but another 
chequered flag away, d 
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are first class. It is now up to the trainees to 
make the most of them. We never had such 
facilities in our days. I only wish we did. 

There is some talk that the foundation 
would achieve better results if it is 
shifted to a cooler climate. 

1 would not agree to that. Queensland is as hot 
as Madras and we have fast bowlers from 
there ttw. And the Sydney wicket is no go<td 
for fast bowlers. But fast bowlers take wickets 
there too. 1 would only say this to the trainees: 


Thomntot Some people don't grow old, they jitst get bdttet 


"I was The 
Bad Boy 

of Australian 
Crickef' 


INTERVIEWED BY PARTAB RAMCHAND, MADRAS 


Former fast 
bowler, Jeff 
Thompson may \ 
have mellowed 
with age but 
when it comes \ 
to the spoken \ 
word, he still 
hasn't lost his 
fire 


SPORTSWORLD: Can you tell us how 
this present trip to India came about? 

THOMPSON: Well, Dennis (Lillee) told me 
sometime back about this project he had 
undertaken to produce fast bttwlers in India. U 
seemed like an interesting scheme and when 
he invited me to visit Madras I told him when I 
had some spare lime I would come. And so 
here 1 am. 

What is your impression of the MRF pace 
foundation? 

Well I must say I am very impressed with the 
basic concept of the programme. The facilities 







be tough on yourself. Don't make excuses; 
make adjustments. If you can bowl fast on 
these wickets and in these weather 
conditions, you can bowl fast anywhere. 

Going back to your playing days, you and 
Lillee both played for Australia for some 
13 odd years. But whereas Lillee played 
70Tests, you played only in 51. How do 
you figure that out? 

Well, 1 was very much the bad boy of 
Australian cricket in my time, doing things 1 


was not supposed to do, and saying things I 
was not supposed to say. So 1 was left out of 
the team quite often. I was outspoken, a 
non-conformist as I would put it. But I don't 
regret anything. If 1 had to live my life over 
again, nothing would be different. 

Did injuries too restrict your 
appearances? 

It wasn't exactly injuries. But freak accidents 
really. Like the one when I collided with Alan 
Turner while going for a catch during the Test 
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against Pakistan in 1976 and injured my collar 
bone. That put me out of aaion for quite some 
time and I even missed the Centenary Test. 
There were quite a few other such incidents 
also. 

What were the reasons for your 
successful partnership with Lillee? 

Well 1 guess we were very similar in our 
approach, our attitudes and in our 
temperament. We were both aggressive by 
nature. We were both strong physically. As a 
personality, however, I guess we were a bit 


different. He was the more boisterous one 
while I was the quieter one. Of course, the 
competitive nature between us helped, for we 
both tried to do better than the other. 

Was this 'aggro' part of your personality 
or part of your fast bowling armoury? 
Well, I lov^d to bowl fast and I loved to really 
hit the ball into the pitch apd see the batsman 
squirm and see the wicket-keeper go further 
and further back. I remember on many days, 
Rodney Marsh would show us his hands in 
the dressing room and they were bruised 
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black and blue from taking our deliveries. 

Given all this, how do you feel about the 
recent curbs on fast bowlers like the one 
bouncer an over rule? 

That's bullshit really. It's such a ridiculous 
rule. I don't think the administrators should 
come into the picture. It should be left to the 
umpires on the spot to decide what is 
intimidatory bowling. 

You played all five Tests against India in 
the 1977-78 series. What do you 
remember of the contest? 

Well, I remember it was a close, hard fought 
series. All five Tests produced results so that 
was probably a good thing. We had a raw side 
as most of the leading players had joined 
Kerry Packer. The bowling was especially thin 
and I had a lot of resjtonsibility as I figured that 
if they got the better of me, they would get 
after the rest of the bowlers. Among the 
Indians, Gavaskar impressed with three 
steady centuries and Amarnath loo made a lot 
of runs. 

You did not join Packer in 1977-78 but 
joined WSC the next year reportedly 
because of financial difficulties. Is that 
correct? 

Actually I did not play the first year as the 
contraci 1 signed with a Queensland Radio 
Station lorbade me from playing for Packer. 1 
really missed my mares especially Dennis and 
Greg (Chappell). The next year, however, I 
joined up, not because of any financial 
difficulties—though there were reports to 
that effea. 

How come you were dropped from the 
team that toured England in 1981? 

That was another example of the bitter 
treatment 1 received from the Australian 
Cricket Board. I was the outstanding bowler 
in Shield cricket duringihel980-81 season and 
even got the Cricketer Of the Year award: but 1 
was inexplicably not picked for the tour. 

You also had a stint with Middlesex In 
the County championship? 

Yes, that was the same year I was dropped 
from the team to tour England. 1 even played 
for Middlesex against the Australians. I 
remember 1 bowled really quick that 
morning. I had a couple of wickets for next to 
nothing. I even hit Graeme Wood in the 
cheekbone and he had to be hospitalised. 


What do you remember about the Javed 
Miandad-Dennls Lillee Incident at Perth 
In 1981? 

Well I remember Dennis kicking him lightly 
on the leg and 1 remember Javed lifting his bat 
as if to hit him. I doubt if Javed would have 
really hit Dennis, but the umpire came in the 
way, so I guess we will never know for sure. 
All the same the incident was sensationalised 
by the media. It was not all that major an 
event to deserve the space it got in the press. 


Sledging and bad language are 
commonplace in the game today and has 
been traced to the Australian team of the 
'705 under Ian and Greg Chappell. How 
do you react to this? 


AcMtamtfaffMol 
■rroMM* CMpM wMh 
couMmmm has always 
baaaihainllaMNkaf 
Tkoaipsaa't dwnctsf 
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TkoMpswi bat iwvw bMn 
MW ID i«|ret his actiom or 
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I think that's a lot of buDshit. Sledging and bad 
language has been part of the game as long as I 
can remember, we didn't invent it. We 
indulged in gamesmanship, for sure, but it 
was not abusive. 

You did not play after the 1982-83 series 
against England but then were suddenly 
picked for the English tour in 1985. Did it 
come as a surprise? 

Not really. For one thing Dennis had retired in 
1984. Secondly, we went on that tour 
without some key bowlers as the seleaors did 
not pick those who went on the rebel tour of 
South Africa. I thought 1 bowled well on the 
lour but was injured at vital suges of the trip. 
Overall, it proved to be a disappointing end to 
my career. 

You bowled in many Tests without LiUee 


at the other end. What was it like? 

Well for one thing it did put more of an onus 
on me. 1 was aware that 1 had to bowl really 
well. But than the fact that he was not there 
made me perform better. But certainly, it 
would have been easier if Dennis was bowling 
opposite me. 

You played imder five captains—Ian and 
Greg Chappelb Kim Hughes, Bobby 
Simpson and Alan Border. Who would 
you rate as the best? 

I would say Ian. If only for the faa that he was 
able to extraa the best frt)m the players. Greg 
on the other hand, led by personal example. 

Who would you say was the best 
batsman you bowled to and who was the 
hardest to dismiss. 

Oh. There were so many great batsmen. 






Among the West Indians there was Lloyd, 
Fredericks, Kallicharran, Richards and Rowe. 
From other countries batsmen who made you 
sweat included Gower, Asif Iqbal, Majid 
Khan, Zaheer Abbas, Javed Miandad and 
Gavaskar. I would rate Barry Richards high 
too, though I bowled to him only in Shield 
cricket. Among the Australians it was Border, 
Greg Chappell and Walters. Among batsman 
difficult to dislodge, 1 remember Boycott for 
his disciplined approach, he played well 
within his parameters, but he also could be 
such a f.g bore at timesi 

You had a much better record in Test 
cricket as compared to one-day cricket. 
How do you account for that? 

I guess I didn't really adapt to the specific 
conditions of instant cricket. My game was 
always attack, 1 loved bowling really fast and 
my catches were taken by the wicketkeeper 
or in the slip cttrdon. One day cricket which is 
mainly defensive since the bowler 
concentrates on restricting rather than 
attacking was really not my cup of tea. 
However, admittedly I had the wrong attitude 
and so didn't quite excel in this type of game. 

There was this recent report of you being 
sacked as coach of the Queensland state 
team? How did this come about? 

Well, 1 guess I was sacked because a 
professional game is being run by amateurs. I 
built up the state team for four years and if the 
side did not do all that well it was a selectorial 
problem. We lost players to the national side 
and the back-up was not very good. 

1 can understand if 1 was replaced by a 
qualified coach. But the man who has taken 
my place is an absolute rookie and I would say 
it is a political appointment. Had 1 been 
retained we might have achieved big things in 
the coming season now that Allan Border is 
available for the full season having retired 
from Test cricket. 

Imran Khan has recently admitted to 
tampering with the ball in a County 
match. What are your comments on this? 

I can say many things about his admission. In 
the first place.isn't it strange that all such 
allegations and suspicions about ball 
tampering are made against bowlers from one 
country. The West Indians did not do it, 
neither did the New Zealanders or the 
Australians or your (Indian) guys. I can state 
categorically that neither Dennis nor I did it. 



Also, I feel that no ball which is 60 or 70 overs 
old could swing alanningly as it goes against 
scientiFc prinaples. It's just not possible if the 
bowlers bowl fairly. The swing comes only 
when the ball is shiny and new—or at least 
that's what we were taught. 


Ibaaipioii Md UHm (tog 
Mi boMMi): MB* fm 
bowtiH Maiaa Mi ww 
ImI kwRiit gMiaf Mar a 
pahMaltiwMaiMiy 


You played against Imran in the '70s and 
'80s. Did you see anyting abnormal? 

Even then Imran and Sarfraz Nawaz were able 
to make the old ball swing quite a bit. We 
suspected something but we never asked how 
they managed to do that. After all, curbing 
such practices is up to the people who run the 
game. 


( PHOTOGRAPHS. 
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POINT OF VIEW 


WHAT'S IN A 

■A ■ jHA mi |P^ More than you could bargain for, if you 

I Hh ^ were a Brazilian, that is. Andy O'Brien 

I I MH ■ provides us with some funny revelations 


E DSON! I mean Pele. 

What's in a name— 

Brazil style, anyway? 
There is stardom in those 
single Brazilian names. But also 
wannth and a joke or two. Have you 
ever wondered why some Brazilian 
players are known by names that are 
not even mentioned in their Baptism 
certificates? 

Well, this is a soccer tradition going 
back long before Edson Arantes de 
Nascimento became 'Pele'. And there 
is an informality that is everywhere in 
Brazil, even in the workplace; last 
names seldom are used by a people 
who prefer familiarity. 

There is typical informal humour 
connected with these names. 
Remember Alemao. a member of the 
1990 World Cup team? He had blonde 
hair so his teammates christened him 
the Portuguese for German. Then 
there is Careca, which literally 
translates to bald. But Antonio de 
Oliveria Fieho isn't bald; he just 
reminds the other players of a 
bozo-like bald headed clown. 

Maneca, who played for Brazil's 
1950 World Cup team, got his 
nickname from a common Brazilian 
wisecrack: "Oh, that guy is a real 
Maneca." It means he's goofy, he 
looks tunny or walks funny. At the 
1954 World Cup, Brazil had a player 
named Pinga, which is Portuguese for 
tequila which he loved drinking. 

In the current team, Bebeto is really 
Jose Roberto Gama de Oliviera. 

Bebeto translates to the 'little 
Roberto', or 'bobby'. And Romario de 
Souza Faria is one of the few who 
actually uses his first name on his 
jersey. We don't know what the full 
name of Bebeio's new born son is, 
except that he will be referred to as 



Cafu aMam ‘oim who scratches his hoari' and 
the niadani translation would road a 'duh' 

'Matious' Lothar Matthaus of 
Germany, who Bebeto doesn't even 
know. 

"Most of the guys on the leatn don't 
even know their teammates' real 
names, " said Francisco Marcos, a 
Portuguese native who worked as a 
liaison to the Brazilian team during 
this World Cup. "Muller is Muller to 
them. Dunga is Dunga. " 

In fact, Muller is actually Lui/ 
Antonio Correa da Costa, as is named 
because a coach once compared his 
playing style to the Gertnan Gerd 
Mueller (he poaches just like Mueller) 
and the name stuck. Dunga is so called 
because to his childhood friends, 
Carlos Caelano Bledorn Verri, looked 
exactly like 'dopey' of the seven 
dwarfs, and the Ptirtuguese word lor 
dopey is Dunga. 

Claudio Ibraiin Va/ Leal was given 
the handle Branco—or 'whitey'—^for 


obvious reasons. Marcos Evangelista 
de Morares is called Cafu, which 
means 'one who scratches his head'. 
In case you were scratching your head 
to the one, the modern translation 
would probably be a "duh". 
Remember Big Mtwse in Archie 
comics! 

All of this nicknaming bus'ness 
merely adds to the mystique of 
Brazilian soccer which is already 
unique That Brazil won 
championships with players such as 



32 



Garrincha ("little bird"—what he 
used to hunt as a youngster) and Edu 
(the diminutive for Eduardo) and 
Jairzinho (little J«.*c) and Tostao (after 
a worthless piece of currency you toss 
out), only spices the Brazilian 
tradition even further. 

Furthermore, the nicknames of 
these players and the exposure they 
get through professional and 
international soccer in a nation 
passionate about the sport, has 
influenced up and coming players to 
think hard to find distinctive and 
catchy nicknames. Some bring tlieir 
stage names with them, from 
childhood short forms given by family 
or friends. Some take on the names of 
their hometown like they do in South 
India. Sonte, like current team 
member Zetti, just pick a new name 
because they judge their real oni-—in 
Dmaa got bn Mmt bacauM bn childhawl 


this case Armelino Quaglito—not to 
be pretty enough, like movie stars 
often do. 

There have even cases where there 
have been repetitions. Carcca has been 
followed by Careca II and former 
national team Vava ("go-go") by Vava 
II. But those are rare and of course 
there never has been (nor will 
Brazilians ever allow there to be in 
future) a Pelell. 

Oddly enough Pele, now 54 years 
old, is not sure of the origin of his own 
nickname. He can recall the first time 
he was called it but doesn't know the 
meaning. 

Like most kids in Brazil, he played 
on the streets kicking a ball which was 
either a bundle of socks or a 
grapefruit One day he made a 
blunder in the game and the other 
kids called him 'Pele'. When he asked 
them what it meant, they only 
laughed. 



CaracK inMislaM Itorally if ■Nan baU, bat 
Caracaiafariraaiil 

The next day at school, the boys 
called him the same name and he beat 
them up. He was suspended for 
indiscipline and the rest of the schtnil 
came loknow the story. When he came 
back he found that he whole school 
was calling him Pele. The name stuck 
even though his mother calls him 
"Dico". Edson went to "Edinlio" to 
"Edico" tojust "Dico". 

Though there is now a Portuguese 
word "Pelada" for the small bare fields 
of pickup soccer games, Pele says the 
expression 'Pelada ", fora barefoot 
game, did not exist when he was a 
boy. (tor all you know, it is derived 
from Pele itself) Others point to the 
Portuguese "Pe leve," for "lightfoot" 
as a more logical root. 

Either way, Pele has been such a 
common word for so long in Brazil, 
that it is now sunk to becoming part of 
Brazilian slang, having nothing to do 
with siK’cer. It is sometimes used as a 
synonym for a black child ("he's a 
Pele"). 

Which makes a person a bit Cafu.® 


frmidttboMtbl b* lookad axactly lik« 'dopey' 
oitfwsovondwaifi 
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QUESTIONS 


1 Till the 1993 US 
• Open tennis 
championships how many 
right and left handed 
players have won it? 

2 1 UMik up athletics at 

• the age of 21 and j ust 
two years ago, I created a 
sh(Kk by winning ibe 100m 
women hurdles in the 
Barcelona Olympics. Who 
am I? 

3 How many athletes 
• had the privilege of 
bringing the Olympic tcirch 
from Athens to Barcelona? 

4 1 am called Nadia 
• Comaneci of Asia. 
Who am 1? 





5 Which legendary 
• Test cricketer's 
autobiography is named 
'Fifty Years in Cricket'? 

6 When did penalty 
•comers start in 
hockey? 






7 What is the 
• maximum wind 
speed that is allowed in 
athletics for a record to be 
declared legal? 


ANSWERS 


8 Who was the first 
• swimmer (woman) 
to swim the 100 m freestyle 
in less than a minute? 

9 Who is the only 
• boxer to recapture 
the heavy weight boxing 
crown twice? 

1 f\ have Ray 

X v/ •Illingworth and 
Intikhab Alam have in 
common apart from the 
fact that they played Test 
cricket for their respeaive 
countries? 

H Which men's 
• tennis player 
once said that he wanted to 
become unofficial 
women's champion'? 


1 In the Barcelona 
X M • Olympics which 
song served as an 
inspiration to the 
Amencan swimming 
sensation Mike 
Barrowman? 


90 and 24 respectively. 

Paraskevi Patoulidoii (Greece). 

9484 athletes. 

Wu Jiani (China). 

Sir-Leonard Hutton. 

1949. 

2m/scc (2 meters per second). 

Dawn Fraser. 

Mohammad Ali. 

They have taken wicket s with the first 
ball of their very first over in their 
respective Test debuts. 

Jimmy Connors. 

'All fired up'. 





NIRAJ CHANDRA ADHIKARI 
BIRATNAGAR-13 
TINTOLIA, NEPAL. 


All readers arc requested to send a passport size 
colour photograph of themselves along with their 
entries. The picture will be carried along with the 
quiz, if selected. 
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123RD BRITISH 
OPEN GOLF 
CHAMPIONSHI 






E ach time he 

participated in a 
golf mjyor he 
somehow didn't 
seem to succeed. 
And each time 
he left the venue 
hopelessly frustrated. Did 
he think that his game was 
jinxed? But then a pro 
doesn't give up so easily. 
And certainly Nick Price is 
not the person to succumb 
to the challenges that come 
his way. He was optimistic 
about the break that finally 
came. And it came at 
Tumberry. 

A very popular player 
among his playing peers. 
Price stunned the colourful 
Sunday crowd when he 
came from behind to 
shatter the dreams of the 
young Swede Jesper 
Pamevik. The 


Zimbabwean-born and 
Florida-based Price 
elevated his play to 
dizzying heights, 
particularly on the last 
three holes on the final day. 

He demonstrated the 
'Perfect Price' by sinking a 
spectacular 50-foot putt for 
an eagle that forced the 


once-smiling Parnevik to 
turn sullen aU of a sudden. 
And this was followed by 
an immaculate birdie and 
par on the 18th for an 
aggregate of 
69+66-f67-t66=268 
12-under par. The single 
shot lead over the 29- year 
-old Swede fetched him a 


Vimr of Turabwiy and (iMatl llw 
coloiiiful Sunday crewd 

attraaive purse of 
£170,000. 

Price, after winning, 
reminisced about his two 
earlier tries at the British 
Open: "In 1982,1 had my 
left hand on this trophy" 
and six years later, "1 had 
my right hand on this 
trophy." And then Price 
summed up by his win 
perfertly saying: "Now I've 
finally got both my hands 
on it and boy, does it feel 
good." 

The Swede will never 
forgive himself for the 
blunder he committed. The 
mistake was that he never 
took a peek at the 
scoreboard. Had he done 

Hwa tMMO Britisli Opnn Miinnnr 
Ton WaiMn lad Iha fioid in 
tha firat two mnda bnt Ma gamn 
dwindMIhoraaltar 
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that at least once especially 
in the last four holes he 
could have adopted a little 
caution since he was in the 
lead almost throughout. 
But the damage was done 
on the 18th. Pamevik 
thought he had to birdie 
the 18th in order to 
triumph whereas he only 
required a par. But his 
wedge shot fell short and 
landed in a tuft of grass. 
Unfortunately, he missed 
the par....and Price's 
50-feet putt put paid to the 
Swede's hopes. 

Price, the man who was 
in search of the perfea golf 
swing over a long period of 
time, gave a sigh of relief 
with this'rumberry 
victory—the 123rd Open 
title. "I don't think there's 
any dispute about who's 
No. 1, is there? Price told ‘ 


GOLF DICE ST 



his teacher and friend 
David Leadbetter who is 
also the tutor of Nick Faldo. 

What were the previous 
years like prior to taking 
part in the 123rd British 
Open? In 1982, Price 
started the process of 
polishing his game under 
Leadbetter. And that very 
year. Price tried his best to 
keep pace in the final 
round. However, the more 
experienced Tom Watson 
produced breathtaking golf 
to race past him and win 
the title at Troon. In 1988, 
he battled neck and neck 
with Seve Ballesteros at the 
Royal Lytham but then. 
Price was no match for the 
Spaniard. However, one 
thing was evidently clear 
that under Leadbetter's 
tutelage his game 
improved vastly. But what 
was most disappointing 
was that Price failed to 
make his mark in the major 
competitions although he 
got his major breakthrough 
in the 1992 PGA 
Championships at St. Louis. 

The story of his plights 
still never seems to changt. 
Before converging on 
Turnberry, the two majors 
he played this year were 
unimpressive. In the 
Masters at Augusta,he 
finished 35th and in the 
US Open at Oakmont he 
missed the cut. Nick Price 


told the Washington Post 
that "Maybe I've been 
trying too hard to put the 
ball too close and not being 
patient enough. You have 
to put yourself in the right 
frame of mind. You don't 
go out firing on all 
cylinders right away. You 
have to jockey yourself 
into position and then 
come good on the last day." 

At Turnberry, Price did 


NMi Prin tharad gw tUm 
•ISWMM 

which was his most 
memorable one. In fact. 
Price had conspicuously 
used his age and his 
experience wisely. He has 
now learned howto 
triumph at every level of 
the game. His successes 
outside the American 





Aliaraparan tfiaIMPriea 
caMbmaa tha victaiy ivWi Ma 


circuit are 16 
championships. He has 
played in the South African 
and European tours before 
crossing the Atlantic to 
play full-time in the US 
Tour in 1983. Over the last 
couple of seasons. Price has 
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A very popular 
player among his 
playing peers. 
Price stunned the 
colourful Sunday 
crowd when he 
came from 
behind to shatter 
the dreams of the 
young Swede 
^ Jasper Parnevik. 
The Zimbabwean- 
born and 
Florida-based 
Price elevated 
his play to 
dizzying heights. 
Particularly on 
the last three 
holes on 
the final day 


99 

to his distinction seven 
PGA Tour titles which is 
I more than anyone else's on 
I the tour. When Price was 
I fondling the silver Claret 
Jug, his fellow PGA Tour 
I colleague Fuzzy ZeoUer 
I said; “Nick's won two 
; majors and he's got two to 
go...rm happy for Nick. 

He's a credit to the game of 
golf, a true sportsman." A 
championi • 
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S P O T L I G H T 


Man On The Run 

Has Leroy Burrell finally grown out of the shadow of Carl Lewis in 
order to come to terms with his tremendous natural talent? 


V INCENT VAN GOGH. 

Ritwik Ghatak. Oscar 
Wilde, Janis Joplin and a 
few others could be called 
the tormented geniuses of our times. 
They were so far ahead of their 
compatriots in their chosen fields but 
yet for some inexplicable reason they 
could not translate Iheir dormant 


brilliance into success during their life 
time. 

The world of sports too ha s seen 
many such personalities, the likes of 
Paul Morphy (chess), Icuk Sugiarto 
(badminton) and George Best 
(football) are cases in point. All these 
individuals were blessed with an 
abundance of talent but what was 


lacking was the desire to translate this 
talent into long-term success through 
the rigorous process of self-discipline 
and perseverance. 

The latest addition to this illustrious 
list may be an American sprinter 
named Leroy Burrell. Burrell is 
undoubtedly one of the most talented 
and naiiirally gifted sprinters in world 



















athletics. But then, throughout his life 
he has been overshadowed by the 
spectre of one Mr Carl Lewis who also 
happens to be one of the greatest 
sprinters of all times. 

Burrell, a native of Houston, Texas 
took up athletics seriously only in 
1984 after watching Carl Lewis' 
record- breaking four gold medal 
winning performance at the Los 
Angeles Olympics. Lewis became 
Burrell's idol and every step which 
Burrell took was modelled on him. He 
enrolled himself in the Santa Monica 
Track Club, had the same coach Tom 
Tellez, hired the same manager Joe 


Tha 'Philadelphia Flyer' pnmIimB his 
team to victon in the 4 x tOOm spiiiit 
llnsot): Burrali—the man wWi a mhnion 
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Douglas, won foui titles in the State 
Championships, went to the same 
university; that is University of 
Houston, studied the same 
subject—^‘Communication and 
Radio/T.V.' and even shared the same 
religious beliefs. 

In 1990, Burrell realised his 
potential by winning 19 of the 22 
finals in which he took part, defeating 
his idol three times in the process. Tlie 
year 1991 was a watershed year in 
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Burrell's life. It was the year when he 
won the US Championships on June 
14, clocking 9.90 seconds to set a 
world record. On August 25 the same 
year, from a near invincible position, 
Burrell slipped into the second slot at 
the World Championships in Tokyo. 
The race at Tokyo, influenced 
Burrell's psychology greatly. He was 
leading till the 70m stage and was all 
set to upstage his own world record 
when Carl Lewis, with a magnific'ent 
burst, stopped the clock at 9.86 
seconds to annex the title and the 
world record. 

At Lausanne^, in 
front of a capacity 
crowd of 13,000, 
Burrell ran a 
brilliantly tactical 
race to outclass a 
strong field and 
clinch the world 
record by clocking 
9.85 secs. The ghosts 
of Tokyo and 
Barcelona had been 
exorcised 

ff 

The chinks began to surface in 
Burrell's armoury. His mental attitude 
was always suspect and it came as no 
surprise when he broke down after 
this morale shattering defeat. He 
remarked, "How could I break the 
world record (Burrell clocked 9.88 
seconds) and not win? I couldn't coj>e 
with it." This was followed by a 
disappointing fifth place in the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics and an even 
more embarrassing performance at 
the U.S. Trials when he failed to 
qualify for the World Championships 
at Stuttgart. 


PROf» ^MONAI SPORT 



A fiarc* iwtioiwlist Bamll drapn hmwelf 
in tfw US flag ■flar ■ baart-slogpins nee 
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■afstiatnig pMtelh that canM hm 
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PROU SSIONAI «.( 


The 'Philadelphia Flyer' had sunk 
into a psychological quagmire. He 
stopped believing in his own abilities, 
disregarded coach Tellez's 
instructions and went about changing 
the mechanics ol his running action. 
As a result, instead of the spectacular 
success that he wished Burrell 



The Philadelphia 
Flyer' had su^ into 
a psychological 
quagmire. He 
stopped believing 
in his abilities, 
changed the 
mechanics of his 
running action. As a 
result, instead of 
spectacular success 
Burrell developed a 
nagging hamstring 
injury 



developed a nagging hamstring 
injury. At Stuttgart, Burrell went with 
the team as a reserve for the relay 
squad. Carl Lewis, his mentor after 
winnmg the 100m title vacated his 
place in the relay squad for Burrell. 
Burrell, the member of ft)ur world 
rectnd • breaking teams in the 4 X 100 
m relay relied on all his experience to 
run a brilliant anchor leg and the US 
team won the gold. This win helped 
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SPOTLIGHT 



CHART BY NlLHArAh MA(TY 


boost Biincll's confidence. 

At Siuitgart, he had a personal 
session witli coach Telle/ (lovingly 
relerred by Santa Monica athletes as 
"Coach T") and manager Joe Douglas. 
In this session, he poured his heart out 
and the two wise men of athletics took 
over the reigns of Burrell's career in 
their own hands. 

The intensive practice sessions 
began all over again. Burrell learnt his 
basics anew and got accustomed to the 
modern scientific nitty-griilies of 
sprinting. The long and arduous 
process of rediscovering oneself paid 
rich dividends in April this year, at 
Austin where he clocked a wind aided 
9.86 seconds. As per lAAF regulations 
the top allowable tail wind is 2.0 
metres per second and since the wind 
at Austin was marginally stronger, the 
record was disallowed. 

Burrell's magic day came on July 6, 

1994. The event was the Athletissima 
Grand Prix at the Stade Olympique de 
la Pontaise at Lausanne. In front of a 
packed crowd of 13,000, and a 
tailwind of 1.2 metres per second and 
a very strong sprinting field consisting 
of Ezinwa, Cason, Drummond and 
Mitchell (though it was hampered by 
Lewis's absence because of a financial 


row, as Lewis demanded $ 100,000 as 
appearance money) Burrell ran a 
brilliantly tactical race to clock a world 
record time of 9.85 seconds. The 
ghosts that were haunting him at 
Tokyo and Barcelona were exorcised. 
Even the usually dignified Burrell 
broke into an extravagant cart-wheel 
celebration dance. 

44 

Leroy Burrell is 
undoubtedly one of 
the most talented 
and naturally gifted 
athletes of today 

ff 

Burrell has finally come to terms 
with himself. Or has he? He says, 
"Looking back over the period, it all 
seemed so dark and gloomy 1 can't 
help but find it amazing that I made it 
through the tunnel." About his 
alleged inferiority complex regarding 
Carl Lewis, Burrell remarks, "When I 
met him, 1 wanted to be like him, but 


even then I have never felt inferior to 
him." Burrell reiterates that his 
friendship with Lewis is a long lasting 
and very deep one. 

As things stand, the 'Philadelphia 
Flyer' has started the long walk that 
will lead it) the dtKtrsteps t)f greatness. 
Will he make it or will the defeat at the 
hands t)f Dennis Mitchell at the 
recently concluded Goodwill Games 
at St Petersburg put him back on the 
blocks? Meanwhile, Burrell and his 
fiancee Michelle Finn—a leading US 
sprinter—arc expecting their first 
baby and relaxing. A sign, that the 
normally hyper Burrell has matured 
and learnt to cope with occasional 
defeat. 

He comments with a steely 
determinatum in his face that he is 
ready to trade his two sprint world 
records and 60m indoor world record 
for an Olympic or a World title in the 
near future. 

'The time has come for the 
27 -year-t)ld Burrell to grab greatness 
with open arms. He must remember 
that the world is changing to<i fast for 
those who are changing too slow. And 
the best way fo get ahead is to be the 
first off the blocks. 





















NUMBHR of promotional 
advertisements were 
published by the United 
States Soccer Federation as 
a pan of their publicity build-up for 
USA '94. One of the advertisement 
read 'Next summer stKxcr will In* one 
of the American pastimes'. After, the 
tumultuous World Cup it is clear that 
t he marketing of scKxcr as a sport had 
made a temporary impact on the 
American psyche. 

However, in order to translate this 
'tem(K)rary imiract' into a twelve team 


National StKcer league it is of 
paramount imponance to project 
home grown stars as flag bearers of 
football in America. 'This should be 
done so as to convince an average 
bast'ball or basketball or winter spon 
crazy American youth to believe that 
the performances of .John Harkes, 
Thomas DiHiiey, Ernie Stewart, Eric 
Wynalda and others are no less than 
Glenn Robinson, Ed .lovanovski, 
Shaqueel O'Neal or other such 
rnega-celebri ties.Only after these 
steps are taken can Allen Rothenberg 


and his team expect corporate giants 
to sponsor the twelve team league. 

All such ifs and huts Were nipped in 
the bud when the 25-ycar-old Tony 
Meola dropped a bombshell by 
annuiindng that he would be joining 
American Finttball. After an hour long 
workout, Meola signed as a 
place-kicker for the New York Jets for 
a reportedly large sum of money. This 
very act of Meola's has stunned the 
football fraternity in the US. 

Toiiy Meola: AnmricaB soccer's loss is 
Aei^caa football's gain 

COLOR! 








FOOTBALL FOCUS 


COLOhSPOR? 


The World Cup 
has not made an 
impact on the 
lives of the 
Americans. Star 
U.S. goalkeeper, 
Tony Meola's 
defection 
to American 
football is a 
case in point 



The 
Deserter 


Tony Mt'ola was born on February 
2i, 1969 and from his very childhood 
was attracted to baseball. He was 
declared as a lop baseball prt)spect by 
his school coaches and look up 
football merely to have fun. He 
rt'cenily remarked. "This is not 
something that just came two weeks 
ago. It is something that I wanted to do 
since I left the eighth grade " Meola 
floweret! under the guidance ol Bob 
Ga nsler and made it to the US squad 
for Italia '90. 

Italia '90 was a nightmarish 
experience for Meola. He conceeded 9 
goals which included ^ from penalties 
and his gripping left a lot to be desired. 
Back in the US, Meola singlemindedly 
improved his skills and even went to 
England for a brief stint with a club 
called Brighton. The back breaking 
hard work paid off and soon critics 
gave him rave reviews for his 
gymnastic abilities, slaving off 
breakaway moves and tremendous 
anticipation. It was not surprising that 
Bora Milutinovic the American toach 
nominated him as the captain of the 
US learn for the World Guj). 

In the recently concluded World 
Cup, Meola gave a good account of 
himself especially in the match against 
Brazil. And ftir a 25-year-old playing 
89 internationals, including two 
World Chips in a sport which is only 
his second choice, sjwaks volumes of 
his abilities. 

It was only after the World Cup that 
Meola decided that he had had 
enough of football at the lop level. He 
began negotiations with American 
football team Kansas City Chefs 
before signing for the New York .lets. 
Meola's sudden change of career will 
not affect the soccer team much 
because the team has an exciting 
prospect in Bruce Friedel. Friedel ihe 
second choice goalkeeper for the 
World Cup '94—he was a member of 
the gold medal winning US squad of 
the 1991 Pan American Games and 
1992 Olympics—is blessed with 
exceptional skills. 

The most important fall out ol 
Meola's departure will be felt in the 
financial aspect of US soccer, fn a 
market economy like America one 


requires personalities to sell a game. 
The pony-tailed Meola would've In’en 
idc'al to project as soccer's rejily to 
Michael .Iordan. And his leadership 
qualities would've hern indispensable 
in order to establish the came. In fact, 
even if Meola had taken a transfer to 
some other < ountry to play 
professional football the damage 
wouldn't have happened. 

rhe events have turned a full qfclc. ■ 
The post WorldCup upbeat mood 
among soccer officials have been 
replaced with a guardedsilciicr^ the 
spokesman of the organising, 
commit tee put up a brave face and 
said, "This is a life long dream for 
Tor y. We are happy that he was a part 


of the World Cup^d syish him tSW 
best of I uck. liCtt Of \ 

Americans sv«dli^$portS,;^e Alii^ael 
Iordan, hasektlii^ ^d b^b^o 
Whatever iheComniittO^ fRi^Kiy, 

I hey k now iflatihey 
insij rmount^e tiurdics, 

'Fhe can even 

safely put jhtu ladbrokes 

hjiMsaOse 'The Great JloihenlH-ig 
CMneam (read; Sioccer League in 
America) mi^t never gel oil the 
bhK’ks. 

For Meola it's the start of a 
f|C(e^,ttew (areer and lor soccer in the 
OS it might just be the beginning of 
the end, 

William Rhodes 
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A t WIMBLEDON in 1993, 
there was a boy from the 
bush who gave former 
defending citamplon 
Andre Agassi a fair run for his money 
on centre ermrt. The unknown Aussie 
from Mount Isa, Queensland, lost the 
first set and then took the second from 
the flamboyant Agassi on a tie-break, 
Agassi went on to win in four sets, but 
the experience was a quantum leap 
for Patrick Rafter, a virtual unknown 
on the men's tour who had only made 
it through to the main draw at 
Wimbledon by battling through the 
hard slog of the qualifying rounds. 

The odds had never looked good for 

He was the one who 
proceeded on sheer 
guts when he was 
never picked for the 
Australian junior 
squads. He was the 
one who chose to 
keep plugging away 
when his mother 
drove him to 
tournaments, staying 
in caravan parks 
because, with eight 
other children in the 
family, the Rafters 
couldn't afford a 
motel 

ff 

Rafter, w^o started 1993 by playing 
Challenger tournaments, the B-gradc 
of the tennis tour. This was the same 
kid who only a few years earlier had 
been deemed unsuitabte for tennis 
tuition at die Austrahan institute of 
.^poit. But tl^ dog of coming up 
trough the ranks made its 
Impression. "If you do it the hard 
way," Ik; once said, "you learn what it 
takes to get through." 

A|td compare that with his 
experience at Wimbiedton in 1994. 




PATRICK RAFTER 

MAN AT WORK 



After years of hard 
labour on the circuit 
Australian Patrick 
Rafter is the ATP's most 
improved player 


Bear in mind that Railcr had done 
well at the Frcnc h( )pen, only to lose to 
Sergi Bniguera On grass at 
Wimbledon (“upon the lawns of the 
All-Bngland ( lub/' as they like to say) 
Ralier made his mark For almost four ; 
and a half hours the two players 
traded punches in a contest that was 
so close that it was almost impossible 
to pick the eventual winner. 

ft was Rafter who had foui match 
points in the fourth set, yet failed to 
convert any of them. There was one 
moment of sheer agony on one of the 
match points when he hit a forehand 
passing shot Rafter thought 
mumentanly that the shot was in and 
his arms pointed to the heavens in 
celebration that would 
instantaneously be thwarted. The ball 
was out, and his shoulders slumped m 
dejection instead. Bruguera wem that 
fourth set 13- H to take the match. 

But Ute spectators knew they had seen 
a truly e^c encounter; they stood and 
dieered the vanquished hero 
It was a bitter pill for Rafter to 
swallow, but the loss will be a 
learning experience, a toughening-up 
process for the 21 -year-old who was 
at^udged the ATFs Most Improved 
Player, and who won the Mandteser 
Opm just before Wtoibledop. He is 
the highest-ranked Australian player 
<22 cut the AtPrankings) and, 
the ti$ may prove a hard one to Mieinr^ 


he IS the one who has been labelled as 
the 'Next Big Thing' 

Rafter knows only too well what it 
means to try and beat the odds. As a 
youngster, he was slightly built, 
smaller than his peers and for several 
seasons was outgunned by his 
exponents. If you lined up Australia’s 
junior players at that suge and tried to 
pick the best five, few would have 
Included Rafter in their selection. He 
was the one who persisted with a 
serve-and-voHey approach even 
though It wasn't winning him many 
matches. 

He was the one who proceeded on 
sheer guts when he was never idefced 
(or Australian junior squads. He was 
the on^ who chose to keep plugging 
away when his mother Arove him to 
TtHu-namentsaroundtheAusiraiian . 
totmtrydite, staying ih ciravfin parks 


because, with eight other children in 
the family, the Rafter's couldn't afford 
a motet 

He can sit back and laugh about it 
now Early in 1994, at the Lipton 
Championships at Key Biscayne. he 
beat German Davis Cupper Marc 
GocUner, eleventh seed Marc ROsset 
of Switzerland, sixth seed Michael 
Chang and American Jim Grabb, 
before bdng beaten in the semis by 
Andre Agassi. If that was not enough, 
his bag of impressive scalps in the last 
twelve months includes Wayne 
Ferrdra, Pete Sampras, Goran 
Ivamsevicand Jim Courier, 

How much further will he go? Ask 
John Newcombe. who won 
Wimbledon in 1967, i9?Dand 1971, 
*'Be has all Ute ingredients,^ says the 
legendary Austraharo 
tn {i<her words, watch ^ space, # 
David McMahoA Matbourne 
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No More 


Pushovers 



WoiMiMfllll! 


T FIE special World Cup issue 
(Sponsworld, 20th July '94) 
made interesting reading. The 
feature on the "Indomitable 
Lions of Africa" and on the 
emerging soccer powers Africa 
and Asia were informative. 

As far as the Asian teams were 
concerned, surely Saudi Arabia 
and South Korea deserve a pat on 
their back for their brilliant 
performance. They have shown 
to the world—in a spectacular 
way—that the Asians have 
overcome decades of inferiority 
complex against the teams from 
Europe or South America. They 
have proved that they will no 
longer be cowed down by the 
physical supremacy of the 
Europeans or remain spellbound 
by the technical brilliance of the 
Latin Americans. 

One is keeping one's Angers 
crossed for the 1998 World Cup 
in France, where three teams 
from Asia will qualify— 32 teams 
in aU. Perhaps then the Asians 
will be able to claim their rightful 
place under the soccer-sun. 

MD.MUMTAZANSARt. 

Tezpur 


Bravo Romario! 


T iIAT dynamite comes in 
small padcs couldn't be truer 
than iit the case of Romario de 
Souza Faria of Brazil. His 
brilliance is nothingshort of 
phoioraenal and he 
undoubtedly deserved the 
Golden Ball for his performance! 
The Bebeto-Romario 'samba' 
was titefinitely worth rile month 
of tdeepless nights. Btaudi totdc 





home the World Cup fora record 
fourth time, and Romario, 
thankfully, did not need to 
sacriAce his life for ill 
Thank you for the features on 
Rtunario, Batistuta and on 
Brazilian soccer. Can we look 
forward to similar ones oit 
Roberto Baggio and Be^o7 

PAYALDHAB. 

Caleuna. 


T his is to profusely thank Mr 
Andy O'Brien and Mr Novy 
Kapadia and the entire 
Sportswotfd staff for the 
wonderful coverage of World 
Cup USA '94. The articles were 
in-depth and fantastically 
written, and the choice of 
photographs fabulous! 

So excellent was the coverage, 
that for the last few weeks I've 
been going to bed witha 
Sponsworld issue in hand, 
instead of the usual Jeff Archer or 
Sidney Sheldon. And so 
absorbing were the issues that I 
usually ended up staying up till 
two-three in the morning before 1 
scolded myself to sleepi 

And yes, the dream sequence 
by Mr Sheviin Sebastian on India 
in the World Cup was a hilarious 
article, as are many of his 
imaginative stories. 

SWAPNAMfTRA, 

New Delhi 


No more, please 


S ORRY, 1 can't thank you for 
putting the drug-addict 
(Maradona) on the cover of 
Sponsworld (13-26 July). Forget 
about giving him another 
chance, we don't even want to 
see the media giving him undue 
coverage at all! Yes, we do feel 
concerned lor Escobar and 
wonder how this junkie is still 
alive. 

ARTAMISHRA 

Cuttack. 












STATUTORV WARNING Mil SMOKING IS niOUS 10 HEALTH 
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CONTROVE RSY 


DANCING IN 
THE DIRT 

The recent ball-tampering allegations against 
the English cricket captain Michael Atherton 
comprehensively proves that the land which 
has invented the game and are self-proclaimed 
champions of fair-play also encourages cheats 


B arry hobson, a school 

activist from Millfield 
Street, Somerset, wrote an 
interesting letter to the 
editor of Sunday Times, London. This 
letter which was published on July 28, 

1994 read: 

"Sir, in the Fifties and 
Sixties, when I was master-in-charge 
of cricket at Millfield, Jack Meyer, the 
headmaster and former Somerset 
captain, frequently advocated the 
shortening of the pitch 'togive the 
bowler a chance'and he was as adept 
as any at lifting the seam with a thumb 
nail, a skill I was taught by George 
Grcary, of Leicestershire and England, 
In 1946. 

"Frank Edwards, of blessed 
memory and Surrey, 
Buckinghamshire, Minor Counties, as 
well as coach of Uppingham and 
Millfield, told me he always carried a 
small coin in bis pocket, while others 
he knew carried pocket knives, and all 

this in the twenties and thirties ." 

This letter ripjied open the so-called 
British sense of morality and proved 
that ball-tampering is not a recent 
phenomenon but something which is 
synonymous with the growth of 
cricket, especially in England. 

It was thus comprehensively 
proved that the pseudo British elite 
.vbo extensively quoted from Rev 


kf 
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James Pycroft s writings of 1851 that 
says, A cricket field is a sphere of 
wholesome discipline and good order 

.The game of cricket, 

philosophically considered, is a 
standing panegyric of English 
character' are not only crass in their 
outlook but utterly shallow as far as 
their comprehension of the intricacies 
of the game of cricket is concerned. 

This crassness was further 
underlined when the 29-year-old 
Lancashire opener and English 
captain Mike Atherton was caught by 
the roving T.V. cameras playing tricks 
with the ball. The puritans of the MCC 
establishment were at a loss to explain 
that how a student of the Manchester 


Grammar School and a Cambridge 
graduate could possibly indulge in 
such murky business. 

It all began when the BBC 
Television cameras caught Mike 
Atherton taking out something from 
his pocket and applying it on the ball. 
According to Tony Lewis who was 
commentating for the BBC, "On the 
screen, I see Atherton take something 
out from his pocket and put it on the 
ball. 1 can't believe what I'm seeing." 

Lewis asked producer Keith 
McKenzie, to record what Atherton 
was doing and broadcast it at the end 
of the over. Lewis said, "1 had to think 
carefully about what I should say. 
There were legal implications and I 


could sec writs flying in the direaion 
of BBC. 1 had a few balls to think it 
over and during that time, I decided to 
say 'it iooks like Michael is applying 
the Alladin lamp treatment'." 

After this footage was shown on 
BBC all hell broke loose. The needle of 
suspicion swung on Atherton and the 
age-old question about ethics in 
cricket once again raised its head. The 
post-mortem liegan sixm after in right 
earnest. The experts dissected the 
problem with surgical precision and 
soon there were two schools of 
thought. 

One seaion comprising the cricket 
pundits held the view that what 
Atherton did was absolutely legal 
Atherton kept dirt —taken frorr tne 
bowler's footmarks—in the pocket of 
his right trousers in order to dry his 
hands (and not bend down to shine u 
on his trousers) since he is suffering 

As South Africa trounces 
Engiand in every department 
of the game, the non-British 
writers stretch every sinew 
to bury Atherton and English 
cockiness simultaneously 

ff 

from chronic back problems which 
makes breathing difficult. This does 
not contravene the Law 42.5 
according to the official manual which 
states. Any member of the fielding 
side may polish the ball provided that 
such polishing wastes no time and 
that no artificial substance is used. No 
one shall rub the ball on the ground or 
use any artificial substance or lake any 
other to alter the condition of the ball'. 
These cTitics contended that dirt is not 
an artificial substance and though the 
'Alladin lamp treatment' look place 
when Darren Gough was bowling 
(Gough retained fantastic figures in 
both the inning.s: 28-6-76-4 and 
19-3-46-4, respectively) he was soon 
rested and it was the spinners who did 
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most of the bowling after that. Surely, 
guilt is made of craftier stuff. 

T he second school of thought 
directly accused Atherton of 
ball-tampering. According to them, if 
Atherton was not guilty then he 
wouldn't have lied to the match 
referee, Peter Burge. And most 
importantly, the TCCB (Test and 
County Cricket Board) was 
tightlipped after the incident and only 
issued a statement after 24 hours 
which proved that they were busy 
plugging loopholes. 

However, the truth about 'dirt' 
would never have been known had 
Ray Illingworth, the chairman of the 
selectors, not called Atherton at 
Nancy—the dining room on the top 
floor of the old pavilion at 
Lord's—and extracted the truth from 
him over a breakfast consisting of pork 
sausages and fried bread. 

Atherton, on the other hand, 
admits that he had lied to referee 
Burge. But, he adds that when he had 
met Burge he was wearing his playing 
trousers and the match referee hadn't 
bothered to check them. His only 
mistake was that while answering 
Burge's questions he declined using 
resine, lip salve vaseline and 
iron-fillings but did not mention 
about the dirt for the fear of being 
misconstrued. Whatever might be the 
case, a strict disciplinarian like Burge 
let Atherton go scot free,a decision 
which has raised many eyebrows and 
has definitely tarnished his reputation. 

For the time being, Atherton has 
been able to save his skin. The 
valuable support which he has 
received from the likes of Allan Smith 
(chief executive, TCCB), Dou g Insole 
(national seleaor), Frank 
Chamberlain (chairman, TCCB and 
the man with the veto power), Ossie 
Wheatley (retiring chairman, TCCB), 
David Frith (Editor, Wisden) and ICC 
chief executive David Richards have 
seen him through. Even his county 


Ray llliagwiarlh, the chaiimm of iha 
MleciDis, hn tekm m eBpareiMly toegh 
stand on ftthmton. Actually, ha hu 
shialdad his pietaaa from tha piess and ICC 
by levying a nan nlE20aB 
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Today, Lancashire goes 
overboard by supporting 
Atherton. But when Btshen 
Singh Bedi caught John 
Lever applying vaseline, he 
was immediately sacked by 
his county 

Northamptonshire. The 
county did not even offer 
Bedi a richly-deserved 
benefit (which he was 
slated to get the very next 
year} 

ff 


led by chairman Bob Bennett, senior 
colleague Neil Fairbroiherand coach 
David Lloyd expressed their solidarity. 

Even umpires Dickie Bird and Steve 
Randall have exonerated Atherton. 
They felt that the condition of the ball 
remained unchanged. Also according 
to experts, sods of earth and grains of 
soil have no effect on the movement 
of the ball whatstK'vcr, All this has 
tilted the scale in Atherton's favour 
and saved him from further disgrace. 

Meanwhile, Atherton had gone 
through mental agony during this 
period and was dodging the wrath of 
the TCCB and hiding from the public 
by changing a series of hotels in 
Cheshire and the Lake district. The 
controversy ended with a L 2000 fine 
slapped on him by Ray Illingworth 
and an explanation by Atherton in 
which he says, 'On Monday and 
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C O N T R O V E R S Y 



Tuesday whea the heat was really on. 

I thought about my resignation. But I 
came to realise 1 would be resigning 
for the wrong reason—not for the 
crime itself but for the clamour that 
followed it. I think that I have got the 
support of the players and 1 am strung 
enough in my own mind to go on 
doing the job properly." 

But the pandemonium has not died 
down. It is time for the so-called 
British purists to realise that the days 
of dictatitig every move in the 
cricketing world is over. The cricket 
administrators and the press in 
England go hammer and tongs against 
anybody who is found committing 
even an insignificant mistake. The 
Imran Khan controversy or the 
ball-tampering charges against Akram 
and Younis are cases in point. And 
now that the English arc at the 


PAIMK k f ATiAR 



receiving end, they are finding ways 
and means to divert the attention. 

The biggest irony is that one of the 
earliest recorded examples of 
■ball-tampering can be traced batk to 
the Ashes series ol 1928-29, when 
English spinner Jack White raised the 
stitches ol the ball. Even in the present 
county circuit, Essex, led by Graham 
Gooch and managed by Keith 
Fletcher, have allegedly indulged in 


Bw two nnloios wMi cool footii 
aowtioos. Mbaftao looln forward to on 
oMCoftaio fiilaro and Wostofs d f oooi o of o 
Sootti Africao tofio* trictaiY 

this practice frequently. Derek 
Pringle, the former Essex medium 
pacer, has recently confirmed that the 
allegations against Essex are true. 

Thai's not all, even Surrey which is 
represented by Alec Stewart is 
currently facing four different 
ball-tampering charges. And Allan 
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CONTROVE RSY 


Lamb of Northamptonshire has 
already gone to the press with 
exclusive juicy stories on 
ball-tampering. This goes on to prove 
how the rot has set into English 
county cricket. 

Today, Lancashire goes overbt)ard 
by supporting Atherton. But when 
Bishen Singh Bedi caught John Lever 
applying vaseline he was 
immediately sacked by his county 

AthMlMi't rscani brash wfitb controvsny 
has also sHactad his hatimg form 



Northamptonshire. The a>unty did 
not even offer Bedi a richly-deserved 
benefit (which he was slated to get the 
very next year). To make matters 
worse. Mike Marquesee, a Jewish 
Trotskyite who resides in England, 
only a month back exposed English 
cricket in a brilliant book called 
Anyone But England: Cricket and the 
National Malaise. 

Aikonan wMi bis BNalM^ 6oedk wha has 
haaa 000 al tba bfsiaa bohiad 
haH-taMpariai ia Iha eaaalv ciicail 
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HOW THE CODE-BREAKERS HAVE FARED 


Em 

E3HI 

' InoMiiR 

AcUMtrini 

. 'Ik 

Mira ' ’ n 


EngMv Pakistan,3rd 

Test, Otd TraWord, 1992 

Threw sweater on ground 
in anger at umpire's deciston 

Fined 50% of match lee 

KM. 1 


England vPiAii^. 3rd 
Test, Otd TraffoHl, 1992 

Faded to keep contr(9 of 
A(0Ja^onlhe9M 

ReprHnaod 

fBSSMKF^ 

1^1 


New Zealand V Pakistan. 
One-day, Napier, 1992 

Brought game into disrkiute 
and showed dissent to umpire 

Suspended from one-day 
match in Auckland 



mBM 

Australia V West Indies, 

Test, Bli^ane, 1992 

Showed disseid ki the umpire 

Fined 50% of match fee 

• MlHlHt j| 


' i 1 

^ J 

Mmnr 

Australia V West indiK, 

Test, Bristiane, 1992 

Showed dissent to the umpire 
and used abusive language 

Fined 10% of match fee 

EiFo 


AllwSMtar 

Au^raliav West Indies, 

Test. Perth. 1993 

Showed dissent to the umpire 
aid used atwsrve language 

Severely raprimandad and 
warned as to future conduct 

KM 

Mw ItaglMs 

Australia V West Indies, 

Test. Perth, 1993 

Showfid dissent to the umpire 
and used abusive language 

Severely reprimanded and 
warned as to future conduct 



Australia V New Zealand, 

1st Ted. Perth, 1^ 

Showed dissent against rejection 
of ba-pad catch ty umpire 

Severely reprimanded 

SVHlai 



South Africa vAustralra. 
Test, Johannesburg. 1991 

Verbal abuse of South African 
basinan 

Fined 10% ot match tee 
and severely reprimanded 

mm 


rnmrnmm 

South Africa V Australia. 
Te^ Johannesburg, 1994 

Verbal abuse ol South African 
batsmai 

Fined 10% ot match tee 
andsewit^rqirimanded 

mtrn 

■ VS; 

Cwtlf AeAmm 

West Indies V England, 

4lh Test, Barbados, 1994 

Knocked stump out ot ground 
after being bowled 

Fined $1500 

JtlWi ^ 

CHART BY WIRATAN MATTY 

i 

>1. f-y 



All this proves that this inddem is a 
blessing in disguise because it has 
exposed the level of cheating that is so 
prevalen t in English cncket. As 
Graham Greene would put it' “the 
world isn't black and white it's more 
black and grey really." 


It is undeniable that ball-tampering [ 
is taking place all over the cricketing 
world. Michael Atherton may have 
been innocent in the eyes of the law, 
but if he is judged in the barometer of 
cricketing 'fair play' (as others have 
been before him) then he can be 


labelled as a 'cheat'. 

The controvesy still rages on. Ray 
Illingworth exudes confident remarks 
like, "We have to be seen to be whiter 
than white. Things have gone on in 
Test cricket—not England bui other 
sides have got away with it." And in 
order to prove his point he has had a 
four-hour long discussion with Prof 
Rabi -Mehta, an aerodynamics expert 
from NASA, on the possible changes of 
laws regarding ball-tampering. 

But nobody seems to pay heed. As 
South Africa trounces England in 
every department of the game. The 
non-British cricket writers stretch 
every si new to bury Atherton and 
English cockiness simultaneously. 

Maybe someone should suggest to 
Ruth Prawer Jhabwala that the 
Atherton incident and its larger 
implications have enough ingredients 
to inspire her to write a sequel to Meat 
and Dust. 

Pamab Mukheqee 


it was thus comprehensively proved that the 
pseudo-British elite who extensively quoted from Rev 
James Pycroft's writings of 1851 that says, 'A cricket 
field is a sphere of wholesome discipline and good 
order,... The game of cricket, philosophically 
considered, is a standing panegyric of English 
character’ are not only crass in their outlook but utterly 
shallow as far as their comprehension of the 
intricacies of the game of cricket is concerned 

ff 
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SPOTLIGHT 



O NE would recall thal the 
last South African team 
prior to their 'isolation' 
boasted of a few 

outstanding cricketers. Two names 
among them stand out conspicuously, 
that of Barry Richards and Graeme 
Pollock. 

The present South African team too 


committed player whose life reads like 
an Indiana Jortes thriller. 

Wessels has the rare distinction of 
playing over two decades as a 
professional cricketer in three 
continents for ntiirterous teams. The 
list according to The Observer, spans 
teams like Sussex, Kerry Packer's 
Australians, Queensland, the official 


Australian Test team, the Australian 
rebels against South Africa and for 
South Africa against Mike Gatling's 
English rebels. He also represented 
four different South African 
provinces. Cricket is Wessel's first love 
but he also has other sporting 
dimensions. For example, Wessels 
was a former amateur boxer who at 


possesses a few talent 
ed individuals in 
Kepler Wessels, 
Hansie C'.ronje and 
Jonty Rhodes 
to name a few. 
However, Wessels, 
the South African 
captain, is an 
extraordinarily 



present holds a 
boxing promoter's 
licence. 

It must have been 
mind-boggling 
that Wessels through 
the years was 
able to convince so 
many selectors 
and administrators 
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in order to find a place in the 
various teams he played 
(or. The truth is that Kepler Wcssels 
has the grit and perseverance that has 
helped him in his pursuit for 
excellence. He has that insatiable 
hunger to achieve results and carve a 
niche for himself. When as a teenager, 
he was considered a tennis prodigy 
who'd go places. However, at the age 
of 17 he shelved his ambitions of 
becoming a tennis star after a defeat in 
a tournament at Kimberley. The 
intensity of his anger was refleaed 
when he took a pair of scissors and 
ripped off ail the gutting on his 
racquet. Thereafter, he concentrated 
on cricket. And cricket only. In (act, 
Wessel's constant search for that 
sporting nirvana and the difficulties 
that he has faced in his quest for it, is 
illustrated in his batting, which has 
hardly changed pattern even alter two 
decades, and which is brave and 
ruthlessly pragmatic. 

Kepler Wessels is basically a quiet 
man who prefers to bask in his own 
solitude. In his late thirties, he still 
refrains from alcoholic drinks and is 
very sensitive to the jibes of his 
teammates. He is an Afrikaner—and 
proud to be one. This was evident 
when he told The Observer: "Most of 
them thought 1 was a stupid 
Dutchman from the Free State. 
There's no doubt that 
African-speaking guys were not 


Wessels end Mien caplaie AzheniddHi plent 
a tree prior to the iiisiTest at Omban m 19SZ 

regarded that highly. Cricket was an 
English-speaking game from top to 
bottom." 

The ban on South Africa had upset 
Wessels' professional life, albeit 
temporarily. He had to go through 
moments of anxiety when he was 
with Sussex because of the county's* 
policy of employing overseas players. 
The lanky Tony Greig was his captain 
at Hove but both of them had "very 
little in common." In fact, Greig 


described him as, " being more like 
Boycott, the type of guy who doesn't 
want friends." But it was Greig who 
offered him a Kerry Packer contract 
because of his batting, which had also 
impressed Ian Chappell. 

Wcssels had stayed in Australia for 
seven years and during that [teriod of 
time he enjoyed his game and 
"enjoyed the Aussie sense of humour; 
it brought me out of myself." Officials 
and fans alike were treated to the rare 
sight of Wessels smiling. When the 
Packer contract expired, Wessels 


















WMMls,llwAiiikanarwho if proud to b« one 

joined Queensland, became an 
Australian citizen and got married to 
an Australian girl. But it wasn't till he 
made his Test debut at Brisbane in the 
'82-83 series against England and 
rattled up a century that he finally felt 
that the Australians had accepted him 
as one of their mates. 

What was his contribution to 
Australian cricket before things took 
an adverse turn? According to 
statistics, Wessels scored 1750 runs in 


24 Tests at an average of 4 3. It was in 
1985 that the Australian Cricket 
Board (ACB) suspected him of 
organising the Australian rebel tour of 
South Africa which he denied having 
a hand in. But that provided enough 
reason for them to 'evict' him, 
prompting Wessels to retire from Test 
cricket during the '85-86 season. At 
that point of time, everyone thought 
that Wessels' career had died a 
premature death. But what they had 
not counted on was the perseverance 
of the man. 




ini}wis wHh SMstm 




of emptoyiiio ovw- 
fteyois.Tliolaaliy 



The honeymcKin with the Aussies 
over.Wessels quickly decided to 
return home to South Africa, where 
he was immediately approached by 
the chairman of the South African 
Cricketing Union (ASCU), Dr Ali 
Bather to play for the Australian 
rebels. 

As a reliable captain of the Eastern 
Province Wessels stnin proved to the 
cricketing administrators that he had 
rare leadership qualities. Qualities 
that could be pul into good use. 

He was soon drafted into the South 
African team in 1990. Though his 
position didn't seem to be that secure 
initially, Wessels soon managed lo 
create an impression. He came lo India 
for the historic senes in which he put 
up an impressive performance and 
from then on there was no looking 
back. 

And when the South African team 
converged on English soil after 24 
years of staying out in the cold and 
clinched the first Test at Lord's.Kepler 
Wessels managed to break into that 
rare smile. He had attained his 
nirvana. 

Some years from now, Kepler 
Wessels would in all probability be 
telling his grand children that it was 
his team that proudly entered Lord's, 
the Mecca of cricket, fought the good 
fight and ensured that South Africa 
had finaUy been accepted and that too 
with glory. • 
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OTHER EVENTS 

AUG 24: National Youth 
Basketball. Pondicherry; 
World Road Race 
Cycling, Sicily. 

AUG 2$: National Youth 
Basketball. Pondicherry; 
World Road Race 
Cycling. Sicily; England 
vs South Africa One-Day 
International, Edgbastun; 
German Open Golf, 
Dusseldoti. 

AUG 26: National Youth 
Basketball, Pondicherry; 
World Road Race 
Cycling, Sicily; Sri I,anka 
vs Pakistan 3rd Cricket 
Test, Kandy; German 
Open Golf, Dusscldorf. 
AUG 27: National Youth 
Basketirall; Pondicherry; 
Sri Lanka vs Pakistan 3rd 
Cricket Test, Kandy; Eng¬ 
land vs South Africa 
One-Day International, 
Old Trafford; World 
Road Race Cycling, Sici¬ 
ly; German Open Golf, 
Dusseldorf. 

.AUG 28- Sri Lanka vs 

Calia Jacksoti; dM wnrid 
racoid hoMar la Iha imM 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 




laaWaaMMBcalap 
caaiaadar HI dia Empaaa 
MartanRail 


Pakistan 3rd Cricket Test, 
Kandy; World Road Race 
Cycling. Sicily; German 
Open Golf, Dusseldorf, 
Formula One Belgian 
Grand Prix. Spa; Japane¬ 


se Grand Prix Mottircy- 
cling, Sugo. 

AUG 29: Sri Lanka vs 
Pakistan 3rd Cricket Test. 
Kandy; US Open Cham¬ 
pionships, New York. 
AUG 30; Sri Lanka vs 
Pakistan 3rd Cricket Test, 
Kandy; Berlin Grand Prix 
Athletics; US Open 
Championships. New 
York. 

AUG 31. US Open Cham¬ 
pionships, New York. 
SEPT 1: US Open Cham¬ 
pionships, New York; 




Final, Paris; Nat West Tro¬ 
phy Final, Lord's; Euro¬ 
pean Masters Golf, Swit¬ 
zerland; World Wrestling 
Championships, Istan¬ 
bul; Marathon Canoeing 
World Championships, 
Amsterdam. 

SEPT 4; US Open Cham¬ 
pionships. New York; 
European Masters Golf, 
Switzerland. Marathon 
Canoeing World Cham¬ 
pionship, Amsterdam; 
World Wrestling Cham¬ 
pionships, Istanbul; Van- 










European Masters Golf. 
Switzerland, World 
Wrestling Champion¬ 
ships, Istanbul. 

SEPT 2- US Open Cham¬ 
pionships. New York; 
Etiropcan Masters Golf, 
Ssvitzerland; World 
Wrestling Champion¬ 
ships, Lstanbul. 

SEPT 3. US 0|ien Cham¬ 
pionships, New York, 
Grand Prix Athletics 


Eivopaaii Soccer Show: a 
vary popular ovent for 
Prima Spoita viawars 

couver Motor-racmg, 
British Columbia. 

St P f S. US Open Cham¬ 
pionships, New York 
SEPT 6- US Open Cham¬ 
pionships, New York; 
San Sebastian World Cup 
t'ycling, Spain; World .Ir. 
Water Skiing, Mexico. 
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FORTNIGHT 


EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 


l/S OPEN TENNIS; The US Open tennis tournament is upon 
us once again—from the comfort of your living rtwm you can 
enjoy live action from Day One through the finals on Prime 
Sports. The Big Apple blast furnace of Forest Hills, New 
York—and the present home of Flushing Meadows—has over 
the years provided some of the greatest tennis comedy, lunacy 
and melodrama in the history of the game. The opening round 
kicks-off on Aug. 29 at 8.10 p.m. Be there 

TENNIS. 

Monday 29: Canadian Open final at 11.10 am. Live US Open 
Championships at 8.30. 

Tuesday 30: US Open Championship at 9 30 pm, Sam, t2.30 
pm and 8.30 pm. 

Wednesday 31 • US Open Championship at 9..30 pm. 5 am, 

12.30 pm and 8.30 pm. . 

Thursday I ; US Open Championships at 9.30 pm, Sam, 12.30 
pm and 8.30 pm. 

Friday 2 . US Open Championships at 9.30 pm, 5 am. 11.30 
am. 

Saturday 3 : US Open Championships at 9.30 pm, 5 ant, 11.30 
am. 

Sunday 4 : US Open Championships at 9.30 pm, 5 am, 11.30 
am. 

Monday 5 . US Open Championships at 9.30 pm, S am, 11.30 
am. 

Tuesday 6 • US Open Championships at 9.30 pm, Sam, 11.30 
pm and 8.30 pni 


Friday 26 Wrestling .Spotlight at 2 30 pm 

Saturday 27- Wrestling Spotlight at 10.30 pm and at 7.30 pm 

Tuesday 30. Wrestling Mania at 4.30 pm 

Friday 2 Wrestling Spotlight at 4 pm. 

Saturday 3 Wrestling Spotlight at 3.30 am and Mama at 5 
pm. 

Monday S . Wrestling Mania at 4 am 

Saturday 27: World Scries of Golf at 11.30 pm and at 11 am 
Sunday 28: World Scries of Gtilf at 11 30 pm and at 9 am 
Monday 29; World Senes of Golf at 1.30 am and 4.30 pm. 
Tuesday lO' World Senes of Golf at 1.30 am. German Open 
final day at 4.30 pm. 




PMa Sampras Mmdi his US Open crawm 

t.RU.Kl.T- 

Wednesday 24. Highlights of the England vs South Africa 3rd 
Test at 9.30 pm 

Thursday 25: First one-day international England vs South 
Africa at 2 pm. 

Friday 26: First one day international England vs South Afnca 
at I 30 am. 

Saturday 27. Second one-day international England vs South 
Africa at 2 pm. 

Sunday 28: Second one-day international Engiaiid vs Souih 
Africa at 1.30 am. 







I T was a Sunday evening. I was in 
the kitchen, musing over the fact 
that another day was over and that 
I still hadn't done the ironing, when a 
sun-kissed face tumbled through the 
front d(M>r. 

On bended knee, clutching sundry 
bags and a sorry-l<H)king scorecard, he 
said, in a crumpled voice: 'I've been in 
the Long R(K)m and Stewart and 
Atherton hit fours all over the place.' 

I was handed a squashed kiwifniit. 
Very symbolic, 1 thought His hand 
disappeared once more into the 
remains of a picnic that w.is now 
strewn all over the floor. A packet of 
Yum Yums landed on my ironing. 
'They've also got this huge sweet 
trolley and I've spent JO peru e — 
would you like one?' 

I didn't accept. It looked as if the 
object 1 was being proffered ( a dead 
ringer fora fish's eyeball) had already 
had one careful owner. 

'And another thing,' he went on, 
'the place was crawling with lots of old 
men wearing orange-and-yellow tics.' 
'You mean like Daddy's?' 

'No, no, stupid —much older than 
that.' 

‘So you've had a nice day then?' I 


asked my son. 

'Oh yes—I should say so.' 

In case you haven't guessed by 
now, the day had been spent at Lord's, 
which 1 ani told by husband and now 
son is tire most important place in the 
world if not the universe and the 
entire galaxy. The head-quarters of 
cricket. 

Raoul, seven years old and freckled 
of face, had been to his first Test match 
and for the next half-hour 1 was 
sub)ecled to various titbits from the 
day 

'It's quiie big — but not as huge as it 
looks on the telly. It's not flat, and 
theie's thb really good bit in the 
museum wheie there's a real live bird, 
except it's dead, that was killed by a 
(ru ket ball. I had luiu h at 1 I, tea at 
one, coke, crisps and sweets in the 
afternoon -and now I feel sick.' 

Two days later my son and I could 
be found walking around our village 
ciickct ground, now a very uifeiior 
product - It was dank and raining and if 
we had been you-know-where 
apparently lour lights would have 
been on. 'rhe suntan had faded and 
Lord's and Day 4 of the second Test 



could now be reviewed in a more 
considered manner. 

'You would have been bored. 
Mummy. I think if you ever go to a 
Test match you should take a gtxid 
book and your 'Walkman. 1 was OK, of 
course, but then I do know more 
about cricket than you. Daddy did say 
I needed my eyes testing and told me • 
to stoj) getttng over excited and 
shouting "Howrai" all the time, but 
he's a fin<' one to talk. 

I met tieoffrey Boycott, who 
apparently used to play cricket, and he 
gave me a coaching book, which 
Daddy says makes me very lucky.' 

On and on he went, explaining how 
you fill in the storecard each lime a 
wicket falls, how the irowd was a lot 
quieter than at a football match (he's a 
seasoned Arsenal supporter, I'm 
afraid) and how it was odd really to 
find so much green right in the middle 
of London. 

Cienerally he didn't seem to have 
been overawed by the fact that this 
was a Test — nttl so surjirising really in 
these days of wall-to-wall TV 
coverage The box has certainly taken 
some of the mystery out of the 
occasion. 

There was one plai'c, though, which 
did make a deep impression The Long 
Rtloin: 'It made me feel all funny. I 
can't explain why, really, but I did gel 
a very ckW feeling in iiiy tummy, and I 
sort of shivered Do you know you can 
see all these stud-marks in the floor— 
and Martin Crowe was in there and he 
said hello.' 

'll you could have a wish come true, 
what would that be?' I wondered. 'To 
play for England out there at Lord's 
maybe?' 

'Don't be silly—course not. I'd 
wish for another thousand wishesl' 

We turned down the track leading 
back towards home, and then I heard 
a voice behind me say; 'And then I'd 
wish 1 could bat like Stewart and 
Atherton, and bowl like DeFreitas— 
then maybe you wouldn't have to 
take a book with you. Mummy—if 
you were ever allowed to go to a Test 
match, that is!' 

Alison Col vile 

Courtesy. Wisden Cricket Monthly 






S OFFICE MOVES 


AT 200 KILOMETERS 


PER HOUR. 


The next episode «'n ear 
rallying features Carlos Sainz, 
iwie.e World Rally Champion. 
Flxperience the pulse pounding 
life and times of this man, who 



spearheads the 555 Subaru 
World Rally Team. On Zee TV 
at 4.30 pm on 28 Aug. Watch 
the fastest career moves. 
Other World Rally episodes will 
be telecast on Zee TV on: 20rt. 

4.30pm. 6Nov. 4.30pm. 4Der. 
4.30 pm. 1 Jan 1995, 4.30 pm. 


(Please reconfirm with Zee TV Hohedule fur exact dates and timings.) 
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GOLDSTAR PRESENTS A VCP 
THAT PLAYS GAMES WITH YOUR CHILDREN 


Bchi)]d a new ht>me entertainnicnr idea. The Childstar Viden Cassette 

Player-CLini'Video Ciarne Player. As a V('P, it’s the w'ltrld’s latest, with 
features like Auto Head Cdeaninj^ and I'fij^ital Auto Tracking — simply 
state-of-the-art. 



Insert a Game Cartridge in the slot and the V'(;P becomes a pulse-pounding 


Video Game Player, w'hich will have your kid (and even you!) in raptures. 



Brought to luJia By . 

BiaAVKiON 

ELECTRONICS LTD. 

o-B, Mathura RoaJ, Jangpura, New Delhi-110014 
Phone . 4631456 rax 91-11-4627350. 


GoldStar 

THE CHOICE OF 140 COUNTRIES 
NOW IN INDIA 
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'MYPERSONAUTYIS MY 
ASSET' 

Aranixa Sanchez, the world no. 
2 tennis player, is woman lennis' 
most vibrant personality 

14 

SHOWTIME! 

How well must Kapil Dev 
perform in Sri Lanka to squash 
all moves to ease him out of the 
Indian team .’ 

58 

ETHICS SHOULD BE 
PRESERVED 

Prince Alexander de Merode, 
Chairman IOC Medical 
Commission, asserts tfiat despite 
widespread doping st ringent 
measures will continue to he 
taken 
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Wasim Akram is 
the leading 
wicket-taker in 
One-day 
Internationals. 





WASIM AKRAM IN ONE-DAY CRICKET 


At A Glance 


Matchas 

Balls 

Mdns 

Runs 

Wkts 

Aw. 

BB 

«W 

174 

8937 

IIS 

5638 

254 

22 19 

5/15 

15 


AGAINST EACH COUNTRY 


Oppontmt 

Matches 

Balls 

Runs 

Wickals 

Ava 

BB 

4W 

New Zealand 

16 

734 

401 

29 

13.82 

5/19 

3 

West Indies 

47 

2410 

1707 

71 

24.04 

5/38 

4 

India 

26 

1330 

817 

35 

23.34 

3/26 

— 

England 

19 

1022 

649 

19 

34.15 

3/25 

— 

Australia 

22 

1209 

802 

30 

26.73 

5/21 

2 

Sri Lanka 

31 

1565 

920 

42 

21.90 

4/24 

3 

Bangladrsii 

2 

90 

29 

4 

7.25 

4/19 

I 

Zimlsaliwe 

6 

300 

166 

12 

13.83 

5/15 

I 

South Ainca 

4 

217 

128 

9 

14.22 

5/16 

I 

UAB 

I 

60 

19 

3 

6 33 

3/19 

— 


174 

8937 

5638 

254 

22.19 

5/15 

15 



Matches tnninys No Runs Ave. 


174 


1490 


H 92 


• Updated till the end ol the i’akistan-Sn 

OTHER LEADING ONE DAY 


Compited by. HARIPRASAD 


4WICKETniN AMATCH 


1 5/21 vs Australia, Melbourne, 24-2-J985 

2 4/2H vs Sn l,anka, flolomlMt. 11-)-1986 

*) 4/19 vs Banj^adesh, C(»Umibo, ) I -1986 

4 4/25 vs Australia, Perth, 2-1 1989 

5 5/38 vs West Indies, Sharjah, 14-11-1989 

6 4/32 vs New/ealtind, <;hnsu hiirch, 18-31992 

7 4/46 vs West Indies, Perth. 4-12-1992 

8 5/19 vs New Zealand. Wellrngton, 26-12-1992 

9 4/24 vs Sn Lanka, Shaijah, 2-2-1993 

10 4/24 vs Sn Lanka. Sharjeih, 4-2' 199) 

11 5/16 v\ South Atiita, Edgbaslon, 15-2-1993 

12 4/18 vs West Indies, St Vincent. 30-3-1993 

13 4/40 vs West Indies, Sharjah, 1 11-1993 

14 5/15 vs Zirnbahwe. Karachi, 24 12-1993 

15 4/23 vs New Zealand, AuckKiruI, 6- 5-1994 


100th wicket in 74th match vs India, Sharjah, 15-11-1989 

200lh wicket in 142nd maith vs South Alnc«T. Past London. 15-2-199) 

250lh wicket in 173rd match vs Sn Lanka, Coie mbo. 22-8-1994 


HAT-TRiCKS 

5/38 V4 West Indies. Champions Trophy, Shai^ah. 14-11 -1989 
3/45 vs Australia. Austral-Asia Cup. Sharjah, 4-5-1990 


Performance As A 


Matches Balls 


Kapil Drv (India) 

Imian Khan (i’ali) 

Craig McUcrmoll (Aus) 
Richard Hadlee (NZ) 
Malcolm Marshall (Wl) 
Curtlcy Ambrose (Wl) 
Steve Waugh (Aus) 
WaqarYounis/Pak) 
Joel Garner (Wl) 

Ian Botham (England) 
Michael Holding (Wl) 
Courtney Walsh (Wl) 


220 

175 

116 

115 
I 36 
104 
167 

88 

98 

116 
102 
124 


11084 
7461 
6 301 
6182 
7175 
5579 
6873 
4 327 
5330 
6271 
5473 
6616 


683 3 
4645 
4258 
5407 
4233 
325 3 
5095 
3081 
2752 
4139 
3034 
42 36 


251 
182 
170 
I 
I 

151 
151 
1 
I 
1 


Runs 








WTithber 
second 
French 
Open title 
this year. 71m 
hows of 
haniworh 
and 

persistence 
have paid off 



"My Secret Is 
My Personality" 

A rantxa sanqii-z vk;ari() has 

grown up. Allhough her lamily 
still tails her "l.a jK-tpie" Chililc 
one'), she has graciiially, yel 
unmistakably ehanged. 

While slie isjiisi as happy and effervesteni 
as the I7-year-oId thaiiipion who won om 
hearts at the 19891'rench Open, Arantva 
today is more independent, knowledgeable 
and opinionated 

In this candid intei view the Spanish star, 
nt)w world-ranked at No. 2, talks about her 
personal growth, the challenges of lour life, 
and why religion and altruism are so 
important to hei. 

I 

it took you five years to win your second ' 
Grand Slam title—at Paris in June— 
after you captured the 1989 French 
Open. During that time did you ever 
have doubts that you would ever win 


Arantxa 
Sanchez is not 
just big in 
tennis. The 
world's No. 2 
ranked tennis 
player also 
creates a 
positive 
impression 
wherever she 
goes 


INTLRVIEWED 
BY PAUL FEIN 

6 







(lie have been 
staunch follouiers 
of tradition. 



Member: P. Rajarathinam and Associates 










with a touch of niodernity. 



Creating new trends in the market 
With experience backed by expertise. 
Evolving new strategies for business. 
With a blend of tradition and modernity. 

Moving forward with a mission 
and a firm determination to contiribute 
to the noble cause of social upliftment. 


DEVE SUGARS LIMITED 

33, NUNGAMBAKKAM HIGH ROAD. MADRAS - 600 034. 

® 8259498 8257707 Fax . 91-44-8259352 Tlx: 41 6183 SRI IN 
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"Sometimes 
in tennis you 
have to take a 
risk. A lot of 
times I did 
that, and I 
came back and 
won the 
match. That's 
why Tm No. 2 
in the world" 

Whemrer Aniiiixa goes ri 
she liglits up itie place with i- 
her pleasing personality... 1^' 


another Slam tournament? 

During that time I made three Grand Slain 
finals—Australian Open, French Open, U.S. 
Open. So il's always been close, bul I never 
finished it up. Finally, after five years 1 won a 
Grand Slam again and achieved my dream of 
winning another French. 1 never lost 
confidence at all In'cause I reached those 
finals I knew my time would come again. 

You were brilliant at the French Open 
where you didn't lose a set and allowed 
opponents an average of only five games 
per match. You foiled red-hot Mary 
Pierce in the final with perfect strategy. 
Comment. 



Each day at Paris 1 played belter. I didn’t lose a 
set, so that gave me more and more 
confidence. In the final, I knew Mary was 
going to hit great winners. But I was really 
patient, I moved I he ball around really well, 
and mentally I was much stronger than her. I 
have a completely different game from Steffi 
(whom Pierce routed 6-2, 6-2 in the semis). 
She likes to play much faster. 1 mixed up rny 
shots. 1 hit short, I liit deej*, I weni lo the net, I 
hit some winners. She didn't know what 1 was 
going to do. 

Yotir family, like most Spanish families, 
is very close. But your older brother 
Emilio recently commented that you are 
now 22 and should not always be with 
your family and instead be more 
independent. Is Emilio right? 

Emilio knows me really well and he always 
Wdiils the best lor me Kecenllv I’ve Ix-eii 
iravellmg more alone and have more 
independence I'm growing up moie, I'm 
inuih more inaliire What he says is right Hnl 
Iwasvei^ young. I I, when I slatted 
travelling, and my patents did a gieal joh with 
me. Now they lealise lliai I can he more 
indepcndeni I soil love tlu-ni, and t still have 
then support when iliey rome lo the big 
loiirnamenis 

I've heard you have a house of your own 
in Andorra. 

Yes, t spend a lot of lime in Andorra. And 
wlieii I'm in Barcelona, I slay m my parenls' 
hou.se. If I want lo go lo ttie sea and the beach, 
then I can slay there If 1 want lo go to ihe 
moiiiilains, I can stay at my own house in 
Andorra where 1 have more privacy and 
independence. 

How close are you to your terrier dogs, 
Roland and Garros? 

I like to spend as much tune as I can with 
them. They come running with me, they are 
very friendly, liiey give me great company. 
They also do different kinds of tricks. The big 
one c m play with tennis lialls. When 1 go out, 
they always want lo go with me. They love me 
a lot. 

Do you still travel with your small grey 
teddy bear? 

Yes, definitely. (laughter) Il's because I've 
always travelled with that. It brings me good 
luck. I'm not a lit tic girl anymore, bul I still like 
to have II wiih me. 



I N T E R V I E W 


When the Guardian newspaper in 
London analysed your chances to win 
Wimbledon, it wrote: *...oh grass her 
weak serve and lack of reach on the 
volley put her at a disadvantage that her 
latest coach, a clay-court exponent, is 
unlikely to rectify.” Is that analysis fair? 
It's not right when they criticise me as only a 
clay court player. My coach (Gabriel Urpi) 
knows me really well. We're working 
especially on my serve and going to the net. I 
didn’t play well at Wimbledon. I didn’t have a 
good day and I lost to a very good opponent 
(Zina Garrison-Jackson). But my game can 
definitely adapt to any surface and to play 
baseline or at net. Otherwise I could not play 
as well in doubles as I do now. I’m No. 5 in the 
world in doubles. 

You've won three of your seven doubles 
titles this year with Jana Novotna, 
including Light N' Lively where you beat 
Gigi Fernandez and Natalia Zvereva. Can 
you and Jana beat them at the U.S. Open 
to prevent their doubles Grand Slam? 

We beat them the first time Jana and I played 
tt)gethcr. We’re a very gcKxl team. Last year I 
stopped theii doubles Grand Slam with 
Helena Sukova at the U.S. Open. Let's see this 
year il 1 can do it with Jana. It would be great 
to make tennis history in a different kind of 
way. 

On the eve of Wimbledon this year you 
and other leading women players 
attended a secret seminar at a London 
hotel. What was that all about? 

It was interesting because a security finn 
reminded us about certain things. Lindsay 
Davcniiort, Mary Pierce, Amanda Coetzer, 
Pam Shriver and other players were there. 
They told us about how to avoid dangerous 
situations —not to talk to strangers, not to 
accept anything that can be dangerous, things 
like that. 

Monica was stabbed, Steffi has had death 
threats, Anke was stalked and Mary was 
abused. Have you ever been threatened 
or hurt in any way? 

Fortunately, I’ve never had any problem like 
that. Maybe I’m lucky. I’m always very 
proteaed. 1 always have very good people 
around me. On the WTA tour, the players arc 
much more protected right now. So we don't 
have to worry as much as we did before. 


"'It's not right 
to criticise me 
as only a 
clay-court 
player. My 
game can 
definitely 
adapt to any 
surface and to 
play baseline 
or at net" 



INTERVIEW 


"J don't like 
people who 
are two-faced 
They say <)ne 
thinji f o your 
face and say 
another thing 
behind your 
back to 
another 
person. They 
are not nice 
people." 


Araatn wrilli doaUn 
painwr JaM No¥g|iia. 
Togellwr they fami a 
sacomfalpair 


big in Spam. Now everybody is involved in 
tennis. It's great because every<»ne i urns on 
the TV and wants to see our tennis playeis 
play. Since 1 started everything in 1989 — 
when 1 became the first Spanish woman to 
win a Grand Slam and the youngest to win the 
French Open-—tennis interest really grew, 
especially among females. I was glad to spark 
tenuis. Everyone is following me so much in 
Spain, and I'm a big idol. 

Last year at Wimbledon you said: ”I hate 
the falseness and jealousy of tennis 
players. They say one thing to your face 
and something else behind your back.” 
Why did you say that? 

Because i still think the same way. 1 don't like 
people who are two-laced. They say one thing 
to your face and then say another thing 
iK'hind your back to another person. OK, 
these people, if they have something to say, 
they should say it u> my face. But 1 don't think 


it's fair to say it behind your back. They are not 
nice people. 

Your relationship %vlth compatriot and 
world No. 3 Conchita Martinez seems 
terrific. You kiss her after your matches. 
Is it difficult to be serious competitors for 
major titles and still be such good 
friends? 

Nt), no. We've always had a very good 
relationsfiip. Beftire jH'opIe always thought 
we were not friends. That's not true. Wc have 
known each other since we were juniors. We 
always play finals against each other. We're 
rivals on the court, hut we're friends off the 
court. Our relationship is great and we liavc a 
very good time at tlie Federation Cup. Wc'vc 
won It for two straight (years). So it's great to 
have two Spaniards, No 2 and No. i in the 
world. 

You are probably the happiest player on 
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the women's tour. Some players suffer 
burnout or get involved in controversy, 
but you smile often and seem to get Joy 
out of everything. What is your secret? 

(Laughter) My setrei is iny personality. I'm a 
very happy person. I toneentrate on the court, 
and I have a good time liecause I like what I do. 
Off the tourl. I'm still smiling 1 has'c good 
friends and good people around me. Thai's 
very iinporiatil. 

How important is religion in your life? 

I try to go every Sunday to church whether 
I'm at home or at tournaments It's pretty 
im|H>itanl in my lile. I like to go i-very Sunday 
and piay. I also pray every night belore 1 go to 
bed and before every match I pray especially 
to the Virgin of Hilai She's a very populai 
virgin in Spam, and they always have a very 
lug day 111 hi-r honour, hvetybody believes in 
her 

You've said, "Tennis is a great spurt but 
difficult to play well. You have to be 
brave." What did you mean? 

To play tenuis as a hobby is easier lor people. 
But to be a prolesstonal tennis playei, you 
really have to sacriliie a lot ol things That's 
what 1 mean You leally fiave to work hard il 
you want to be one o( the best tennis players 
111 the world 1 also meant that if it's 4-all, 
30-all in the third set, you have to he brave. 
Sometimes you have to take a risk A lot ol 
times I did that, and I came back and won the 
match That's why I'm No 2 in the world. 

Do you have a boyfriend? 

Not really. Bin I have a very good group of 
fnends, and a lot of guys are involved. 

What are the ideal qualities or traits you 
want your future boyfriend or husband 
to have? 

(Hearty laughter ) Tfiere arc a lot of people 
here. 

We can be very quiet. 

He should he a nice person, fiave a good sense 
ol humour and be honest. He should like me 
not for (being) Arantxa, the tennis player, but 
as a normal person, Arantxa, the way 1 arr. 
That's the most imiKirtant thing. 

You once remarked that you intend to 
retire from the tour at 28 and start a 
family. Is that definite? 

That's what I say now. Maybe when the time 



will come, we'll see what happens. But 
deliriitely I want to have a family and have 
kids 

Few people know how generous you are. 
You've said, ” I like to help people, poor 
people in Spain * Please tell me about 
that. 

I go to visit a loimdation for kids who have 
cancer in Spain. I give them money to help 
them get better. I alsct go to a lot of hospitals 
and clinics lo talk with the kiefs That's the 
point of view that I have 1 gave a lot of money 
lo the Hurricane Andrew Relief Fund in 
Miami. 1 helped them rebuild. I went to see 
the vkli'Tis And 1 was glad to help these 
people have new houses. I think many people 
don't realise all the activities and things 1 have 
done to help other people.# 


f- At Wimbledon Ibis ytar. 
>1 Arantxa insists that her 
I game can adapt to all 
I sarfaces 


I parentis 
I now realise 
I that I can be 
I moie 

I independent. I 
I still love them, 
I and J still have 
I their support 

I when they 
I come to the 

I 

I tournaments" 
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siren-wailinff cop cars everywhere. 
Policemen crawled out 
of every nook and corner; fiuns in 
hand, prepared to shoot, liven the top 
brass were present. The 
Commissioner, a short dark man, 
with dark prominent eyes, ffrahhed 
the megaphone irom one ol his four 
junior colleagues and shouted into it 
in a South Indian accent, "KO we 
have you surrounded, you cannot 
escape, come out with your hands in 
the air" The "plainclothes men" h,id 
also arrived, one an elderly hut slirn 
Maharashtrian with a stern lace and 
slender moustache, the other a boyish 
looking sipiare-jawed licuienani in 
his early lO's. Alter a hiiel disi ussion 
with the th e imilornicd offu ers. the 
hull horn was hlaiing again. "We have 
you.. . " 

The man inside the surrounded 
house began to nun e liesiiantly 
towards the Ironi door He placed one 
hand on the doot haiulle lo open it. 

.. .the other into his hla/er pocket 
scan lung lor the tonrcaled 
weapon. .. 

It Wtisa liimiy (licam that (.anu’ i'- 
an abi iii>t c-iui. In (act, then* was no 
proper einlinn really pisi as tlieio is no 
one opinion lo the lollowint; 
questions 

Is liuiifl'sjtreatest all-rouiKlei belli}; 
pressui ised into sell-sun eruler and 
thus eventual retirement^ 

Is the woi Id's highest wicket taker 
in a similat situation that Hutch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid were 
cornered into, in ihe linal scene ol that 
classic movie Mf so, will Kapil Dev, the 
hero come out guns tila/ing only lo be 
shot down by people who have plenty 
of power at their disposal but little 
humanity in their souls? 

More importantly, does Indian 
cricket still leciuire the delerioraimg 
services of a man who has been 


instrumental m its evolution over 
three decades'^ 

It's funny, hut one of the reasons 
given by those who jiropagale Kaiul's 
leiiienient, is that he is no longer the 
lorce he used to be. Rut i 'lat does not 
necessarily mc'an that be is no longer 
required in the leam^ What it Kapil 
the “spent lorce" is still ol greater 
utility than soini ol the pretenders 
who aim to usurp his place? Is 
selection to the Indian team 
ciependent on the com|>araiive lorm 
of an individual's caieergraiih or is it a 
selection ol the best )ilayers m the 
count I y regaiciless ol age and other 
relriied lactois? 


lofin Mernroe once claimed (and 
probably cpiiie tightly) that he had 
iiiore talent in a single linger ol Ins left 
fiand than inari> players, (including 
Ivan Lendl) had m their entire (ilaying 
arms. In the context o! Indian cricket, 
Kapil could still make the same claim 
vvitb a great deal ol acc iiracy. 

Many would have us believe that 
Kapil really doesn't find a jilace in the 
team il the playing eleven is to be a 
balance d one. If that [leriainsto Test 
inatchc’s (ilayed on the kind ol 
'turners' we produced last winter, 
then the case lor Kajiil's 
non-inclusion will have to be 
conceded. But what about Test 
matches (ilayetl abroad and more 
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iinportanlly one day cricket? 

Leaving Kapil Dev nut of the team at 
this stage is like undertaking a long car 
journey without a spare tyre. Not that 
Kapil is any 'spare part' though many 
would like to reduce the great all 
rounder exactly to that status. 

It's pretty clear to see, even to those 
who are 'blind' to the intense 
[Htliticking that engulfs Indian cricket, 
that there are moves adrift to trap 
Kapil into what is now known in 
world cricket as the 'Border 
Syndrome'. This happens when the 
establishment, faced with the delicate 
problem of easing out a famous and 
overachieving cricketer, actually 
creates a situation whereby the player 

Bad weatiMr at the Madras camp ensurad 
that Ike bidiaa team could brush up their 
other sportiim thills 


John McEnroe once 
claimed that he had 
more talent in a single 
finger of his left hand 
than others had on their 
entire playing arms, in 
the context of Indian 
cricket. Kapil could still 
make the same claim 
with a great deal of 
accuracy 


retires more out of disgust than any 
other reason. The kind of scenario that 
led to Allan Bolder hanging up his 
'baggy green'm frustration. 


The lamasha over Kapil's non 
selection (or is the word 'dropped' 
more relevant) for the Sharjah 
tournament earlier this year, was just 
one of the many moves in this 
direction. Kapil made a lauxpashy 
stating that he would like a rest and 
the establishment drove ilie nail into 
the coffin. 

And it almost worked! Having been 
selected for the Quadrangular 
tournament Kapil may have 
contemplated pulling out (not retire' 
as some news reports claimed) in a 
kind of 'revenge move.' That would 
have been foolish, for it would have 
provided the selectors with another 
excuse to put Kapil in the cold storage 
without taking any flak lor it 

Alter overtaking Sir Richard 
Hadlee's world record, Kapil had 


fHOtOr.HAPHS SCOHP NLWS 
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ihnricil out his luUiic roiirsc saying, 
"1 will he discussing tilings with the 
selei tors so tliai I know when 1 <un 
needed.” 

Obvituisly stu h discussions are not 
taking place. Even more ohvious is 
that ihecoinmunkalion gap is heing 
used against Kapil 

Comments Iroin selectors like, 
"Kapil must peifoim and cannot test 
on his past laurels," are as silly as 
slating that there are 24 hours in a 
day. It's ohvious that Kapil, and lor 
that maitei everybody else, must 
perloim t<i he in the team. But what 
would Kapil have to do to cjiialify as a 
■perlormer' on the Sri Lankan lour 
Hov\ many vvii kets would put him in 
that peilormer's" (aiegory ' 

Sliangely enough. Kapil'sciirreiil 
ilicoiy IS iliat "witkelsarenoi that 
ii'iporlanl Kuos, it's runs wlm h I 
must coiuenitaii-on gelling," he 
dei lares. With an iii|uied shoulder 
hainpeniig liis howling, K-ipil 
piohahh u aiisesihal |iy amassing 
1 nils 111 I lie iiiuldle oidei lu loiild 
on' I toil II' those vviio the '.elec tors 


m 


Stretching those muscles after a tong 
lay-off 

hav.‘ in mind as jiossihle rejilac ements 

li'saiisurd to think that Kaiul's 
jilace 111 the team is assuied [iiimaiily 
hecatise he is our Erime Mmistei s 
lavourite ciicketer. Yet there weie 
news reports that stiggesled prec isely 
this when Kapil was selcc led loi the 
Sri Lanka tom 

But then odd things do happen in 
Indian cricket. And that's why tin 


We go about 
propagating theories of 
intrigue and plots which 
attempt to portray a 
national hero as if he 
were some errant 
graffiti artist in 
Singapore who needs to 
have his bottom 
spanked and sent home 


Indian team will he the most 
imdeipiepaied team at the 1 iiangiilai 
loiirnameiil < urrc'iilly m progress 
rom iiumilis since their last 
inlernaiioiial game, the team 
asscmhlecl lora iramiiigcampduring 
which iheie was apparc'iitly more 
loot hall I hail c I icket heing played. 

(.ompaie that to the Pakistanis and 
the Sii I aiikans who have just came 
out ol a Test and One-day sc ries. Or 
the Australians, lor that matter, who 
have spent the etilite southern 
hemisphere's winter Iramirig indoors 
So I igotous has heen their regime that 
the Auslialian physio and trainer 
claim that the Aussie cricketers have 
attained a litness level comparahle to 
the littesi ol imernational spoilsmen 

Yet our priorities are dillereni! We 
rat her waste our lime and energy 
dehating whether one of our greatest 
cricketers is overstaying his welcome. 
And then even go about propagating 
theories ol intrigue and plots which 
aitetiipi to portray a national hero as if 
he were some errant graffiti artist in 
Singapore vi/ho nec'ds to have his 
hoiiom spanked and sent home. # 
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What Are Little Girls 
Made Of? 


Women's tennis is in danger of 
witnessing the bum-out of the 
teen-queens once again 


O NCE again, the eyes of the 
tennis fraternity are on 
women's tennis, where 
bad publicity mixes vyith 
the virtues of siwrt like oil and water. 
A case in point is the media fanfare 
surrounding Jennifer Capriati who, 
just the other day, ran head-long into 
her alter-ego. Much of her recent 
troubles reflect her incTeasing strides 
of independence coming into direct 
conflict with her still-vulnerable 


youth; as a result, her talent tin the 
aiurt has been sileticed. 

Jennifer's two very human 
egos—the wild teenager and the teen 
tennis queen—have changed places, 
fused, and, one hopes, will separate 
again in the near future. This is an 
extremely painful time for Jennifer 
and her escapades have attracted 
embarrassing attention. While 
Jennifer may have fallen short of the 
promise of her career due to a lack 


of certain discipline in the social sense, 
she is now the target of critics who 
would brand her as having been too 
young and callow to conqiete on the 
tour in the first place. 

But these do-gcxiders arc 
misdircaed in their arguments. Teen 
queens are not new to tennis; only the 
sheer number of them are. Legends 
such as super-athlete Lottie Dod, a 
champion at 15, and flamboyant 
Suzanne Ixnglcn, at 18. were as much 
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sought after by the fans and media in 
llieirdaysas tfie young stars are today. 
The difference is that many of the 
young players of past eras had tiiree 
effec tive piccepts to rely on: the 
dependable remsof mom/dad/coath 
to pull them back from excessive 
competition and pressure; an intense 
love for the game of tennis; and 
possession of the fervent passions that 
give champions the ability to endure 
pain, stress and setbacks in order to 
achieve their goal. Jennifer Capriati, 
nonetheless with an Olympic gold 
medal and a win at Wimbledon over 
rtine-time champ Martina 


Navratilova, is O for 3 on those 
standards. 


The fun and vibranceleiinifer 
effected on the couit were evidently 
thrown over m order to enjoy the 
fruits of hei labour, i e., lame, fortune 
and emaiKipaiion liom hei paienis. 
That she has louiul hersell m this mess 
reveals how little iinporiance she 
attached to her own career. She was 
not alert to the liabilities of drugs and 
partying, looked forapiiroval Irom the 
wrong type ol Iriends and lacked the 
inieniness to “stay the loiirse'' for the 
sakeol her tennis. 

Jennffer's off-coui t shenanigans 




osfcfcts 


Anna Koufnikova the tiny 
Russian has to phase out 
her career carefully 


p Martina Hingis is the tblented teenager 

B heading for disaster^ 


were a result of the diverse pressures 
overwhelming her, as well as her 
anii-auihority streak. If Jennifer's 
future in tennis doesn't look 
promising, it's because she seemingly 
never loved tennis like a Monica 
Seles, isn't as tenacious a competitor 
a' an Arantxa Sanchez Vicario or as 
dedicated at practice as Steffi Graf, and 
was always somewhat overweight. 
And while Monica's absence from 
tennis was caused by factors beyond 
her control, her triumphant return 
may be a more realistic notion at this 
time than that of Jennifer's. 

Some tennis prodigies have 
overcome their emotional 








dcsperati('n (Martina’s delecting at 
age 18 and weight problems), while 
others failed in dealing with teen 
burnout and related factors. Tracy 
Austin and Andrea Jaeger had 
brilliant but meteoric careers as 
teenagers, destroyed physically by 
overplaying. Currently, Mary Pierce's 
career remains haunted (in absentia) 
by her menacing father whose media 
threats, apparently, forced her to skip 
Wimbledon recently. 

Prodigies intrigue us and we hope 
for the best for them because we 
applaud success when it is awarded to 
the self-made person who has 
achieved victory and wealth through 


her own effort at the highest level of 
competition. Incredibly, that was not 
the case for Jennifer—she received 
the v ictory spttils before she made her 
professional debut, as companies like 
Diadora and Prince paid tier millions 
of dollars and promoted her on the 
hope that she would iK'come a 
champion. 

That controversial pattern could be 
repeated with this year's croj) of 
prodigies such as: Martina Hingis, the 
13-year-old Swiss Miss named after 
you-know-wht» by her 
mother-coach, has won the French 
Open junior title twice: the ghetto 
Cinderella stories, Venus and Serena 


Williams, 13 and 12; and the tiny 
Russian, Anna Koumikova, who has 
been training with Nick Bolletticri in 
Florida. And what docs our central 
character have to say about ail this? 

Giving advice, allteit ironic, to 
Hingis, Capriati said last year: "She's a 
kid. This is clearly too much for her... 
she has already signed with IMG (at 
age 9!). In some ways, women have it 
tougher than men. They should have 
a travelling |)sychiatrist, which I wish. 

I would have had after 1 did something 
I wish I hadn't." 

The pro tour desperately needs 
these new kids to revive interest in 
women's tennis. The absence of 


WORLD OF TENNIS 



Tracy Aastio: her awtsoric rise came to a 
preni^re bah 

Monica and Jennifer has left Steffi 
Graf leading a deciniaied and weak 
supporting cast. Gleaily, itiese are not 
the iirnes of Madame SiijHTsiar, the 
Ire Maiden, serene Fvonne, graceful, 
sultry Maria Hueno, "The Arm" 
Margaret C'ourt, and intense, 
invincible "Little Mo"; the gilded age 
ol tennis has long since passed. 

Back then, the i>laycrs cared. That 
was never more evident tlian when 
Billie .lean King told Ted Tinling, "I 
dt'n't just play tennis. I AM tennis." 

72 


Players were once elec irifying in their 
})ersonalities and admirable in their 
talents. Rosie "Rosebud" t;asals read 
Herman Hesse in her hotel room, 

Ginny Wade had a degree in 
mathematics, Bette Stove spoke six 
languages and Julie "Doc" Anthony 
inter mixed her playing days while 
writing her doctoral thesis in 
psychology. Players today barely have 
a high school diploma — some don't 
even have that Even the Greek 
Chorus was better; remember 
Francoise Durr .^ Ann Haydon Jones? 
Lesley Hunt? Julie Heldman? 

Peaches? Peanut? Not only were the 
players themselves more colourful, 
but the Teiin's Theatre in which they 
played held a distinctive attraction. 
Still, the women's tour is boosted by 
teen rpieens who come along every so 
often to give the sport new blood, 
hype and ho|ie. Le''s not ban these 
enchanting young players—that 
would bring about a sudden death to a 
sport already on life support as viewed 
by an apathetic public. 

\ k 7 HILE the working public may 
V V have difficulty identifying with 
a baby-faced, 14-year-old wonderkid 
who makes millions of dollars in 
endorsement deals, the flip side is that 
the young champions are a huge 
attraction to a younger audience. 
Chris Evert was an unknown 
15-year-old when she upset Court 
just after (;ourt capi tired her histone 
Grand Slam in 1970, and she became 
the idol of young girls who were 
inspired to take up racejucTs 
themselves. Many of them play on the 
tour today. In the company of teen 
queerts, the supply o) talent becomes 
self-perpetuating. 

The prodigies should not be 
fienalised and banned from the pro 
tour iH’catise of their age. They 
should, however, have restrictions 
imposed on them in order to keej) 
their participation fiom ruining theii 
adolescent yeaisand brilliant tennis 
careers. The rest rictions should 
include; raising the age minimtim for 
louring pros to 16; requiring proof of 
school attendance or tutoring; 
limiting the number of tournaments 


and exhibitions that a player 
Under-18 can participate in 14 
tournaments with a maximum of two 
consecutive tournaments. Let the 
teen queens play, but certainly not 
every tournament, every week, on 
every continent. 

Bollettieri adamantly opposes 
raising the current minimum age limit 
of 1 3 years, 11 months on the pro 
tour, arguing. "Maybe what they 
should be doing is making sure these 
kids have a complete life with school, 
soccer, swimming and other things 
instead of just raising the ages. What 
kids are breaking down? The only 
ones we hear about are the American 
kids, because the foreign kids have 
never had all the things the American 
kids have. For the foreign kids, tennis 
is their passport to being somebody. 
How do you take that away from 
them?" 

There is no question that 
participation restrictions could have 
helped Jennifer in the long rim. A 
restritled schedule would have 
provided her the opportuniiy to 
di'velop an all-court game, smarter 
strategy', physical fitness, 
achievement, motivation, self- 
reliance and emotional maturity 
whic h are the requisites for success in 
big-time tennis. 

Some teen queens are not lacking in 
some or even any of these vital areas, 
but enough of them are, and that is 
why a line must be drawn by the WTA 
Tour and ITF. What these girls are 
lacking is social and emotional 
growth, which is stunted by full-time 
play on the tour at an early age. Their 
success is costly, occasionally tragic, 
and it is paid for by defeats in other 
areas of life— usually the enjoyment 
of "normal" teenage aciivities. 

Jennifer Capriati's fail should nut be 
the signal that it's time to ban younger 
p.ayers from the pro tour. Jennifer's 
strength was in her exuberant artistry 
and Were she to have avoided drugs 
altogether, Jennifer would likely have 
concentrated on her tennis, through 
which she might have avoided the 
recent troubles while continuing to 
charm, entertain and daz/.le her fans. 

By Paul Fein 




MAILBAG 


Thrill And Frills 


T HEimWorhiCupfootbaU 
ended in the unlikely venue 
of America but the thiiOs end 
frills and the overwhelming 
attendance in afl the nine stadia 
left no one in doubt that this was 
the best-ever tournamem so far. 

But the increase in the number 
of goals scored and the time of 
actual play-courtesy the reasnt 
change of rules by HFA re^rdti^ 
backpassing and tackling—made 
the game much more 
entertaining and enjoyable. 

The record number of red and 
yellow cards shown and the 
first-ever penalty shoot-out in 
the Pinal, though anti-climatic 
from the speaators' point of 
view, surely provided USA '94 


witha unique i^ce bi rite history 
of the game. FIFA has quite 
adKdtiy managed to market the 
game &t the US and soccer, at long 
last will hopefully take firm root 
ta the land of the Yanks. And 
hnaify my congratulations lothe 
Brazilians who, after an 
agonising wait for 24 years, gave 
their countrymen a deserved 
; c^pcHtunity to indulge 
I themsdves in unbridled fun and 
ftolic in joyous celebration of 
their team's record fourth victory 
though, one must mention, they 
could not quite produce the kind 
of enthralling brand of samba 
football that buffs the world over 
had been eagerly'expecting. 
BUANBANOYOPADHYAY, 

Calcutta 



On Bouncers 


T trp K’C lias now pi-rmittcd 
two bouncers per over; and 
the third bouncer in the same 
over will he called a ‘‘no-ball" 
and invite a penalty. I am 
surprised the way the ICX; 
members are formulating laws 
regarding the bouncers. 

The new law empowering the 
umpire to declare a fast 
short-pitched ball as "fair" or 
"unlair" is as tricky as the Ibw 
law. Tf) be frank, the Test umpires 
wilJ have an added headache 


from October 1, 1994, when the 
new law cfimes into effect." 

For all cricket lovers like me, 
who have watched and enjoyed 
cricket as a royal and gentleman's 
game, this new law seems to be 
most ridiculous and illogical. The 
best way for the ICC is either to 
ban the bouncers altogether or to 
greet them whole-heartedly, 
without any restrictions. 

iSHWARC.AflAfiALLI, 

Bangalore 


Sad Indeed 


T he Swimming Federation of 
India (SFIj has banned the 
promising youngster Mithoo for 
three years aher winning the 
Nationd Games title. The SFf 
alleged that Mithoo reacted after 
having made a false start. Hie 
question that does arise is, if 
Mithoo did make a false start then 
why was the race allowed to be 
completed? Atleast 


riiowed that nothing of that sort 
occurred. 

Furthermore, the SFI asked 
Mithoo to tender an 
unconditional iqx>logy so that the 
ban might be reduced. But why 
docs the queaion of apology arise 
when she was not at all in the 

wrong? 

RmUUNBOGO. 

MOOtIMQONandFINTU, 

' Amra. 



Mrunbledaii will look the poorer witbout 
Martina Navratilova 


Kudos! 

C ONGRATULATIONS to 
Americar) Pole Sampras lor 
wresting the men's singles crown 
at Wimbledon and proving once 
again his nuincro unoposition in 
world tennis. Conchita Marline? 
too needs to be applauded for her 
maiden triumph. I,asily, 
Wimbledon wtnilti dclinilely 
look the jioorer next year 
without Martina Navratilova 
whose entry into the finals was a 
major success by any standards at 
the age of 37. 

PRABAl GUHA. 

JatnshediHir 
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FEATURE 



as many think it 
to be. Rather, it is 
being revived with 
fresh doses of life 

^:BY SACO V.H. STEPHEN 


CRUNCH 
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The Armenian college team 
battling against LMOB at 
Bombay Gymkhana lor the 
South East Asia Invitational 
Rugby Tournament 
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’ ’ ■ ’ >*■ ' . ■■.'■■'../•■ ■' The Calcutta Cricket and 

‘i -■■‘"'•'1'* ■ .-V-’’' Football Club, popularly 

•' Vknown as CC&re. is the 
■* Vv.'..,-,.-. nerve centre ol rugby in 

> . .'V . > Calcutta 


TIME! 


ITTLE did 
young 
William 
Wfhb Ellis 
know lhat when in 
an aiicmpi lo 
defy all prevailing 
rules, by clutching a 
football and i tinning 
away from the 
sceru' of action over the meadows, Imshc-s and 
hedges with the rest in ciiiick and hot 
ptiisiiil—that this now famous run would 
leave behind a legai v in the world ol sports 
And tliat historical year was 182 5, the 
place—I iigiarid, svheie rugby was born Since 
then, the game has evolved over the centuiies 
and becatne a part cil C..alciiiia, where lo '!'e 
small miiiibet ol lovers ol this sport theie, re 
plenty of thiills and loys to experience 

The seeds ol rugby was planted in < ,ah iiiia 
by the visit ol the II M S. Cjalaica in 1871, and 
by this visit an exhibition match which 
followed between the ofheers and men of the 
above mentioned ship and an expatriate 
hlteeii helped to c ement the [ilace ol rugby as 
an upcoming sport in (iaiculta 

The lollowing year m 1872, the first rugger 
mate h’ was played on t:.hristmas 
Day -England vs Scotland and Ireland The 
'gardeners' (organisers) who look the 
responsibility fornuniiringol tins great sport 
were none other than the exitaliiaies from 
itie British Isles To give ihis jiarlic ular game 
the finesse and a tout h il 'Merr>' Old England', 
a rugby assoc latiori ball Itom rngland was 
used tor this jiarticuiai mate h and a lew other 
games whit ti (oilowed But due to the weai 
and tear ol the ball, there was no other ball 
avadable foi future games-- theiefore two 
balls were obtained from Bombay who had 
estabhsfieil a rugby club in the previous 
month ol liily, and these balls were used till a 
decent stock ol l>alls were ship|ted out troni 
England. 

By 187 t, the club rnembershiii had grown 
to 1 i7, and a free bar wbe-e iiigby )okes, 
songs and ditties and of course hilarity reigned 
supreme with the occasional biawls was set 
up. Eventually this bai was closed and 
membership dwindlc'd. 

The first rugby mate lies played during this 
period were mainly 'Scotc h vs. Irish’, 'Scotch 
vs. f-ngland', 'Scotch vs. Welsh', '(iriffins vs. 
The Rest', 'Merchants vs. The Rest', 'Public 
Schools vs. The Rest', "The (dub vs. The 
Military' and 'The (ihib vs. The Calcutta 
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Bombay Gynktena playing 
against Aimenian Collie 
from Calcutta at Bombay 


VoliinU’CT F.C.—the latter heing the second 
ciuh to start, the next being l,«i Martinicre 
By the years 1874-1875, the Buffs arrived 
in CaliLitla and the result of their /,eal to 
promote the game rejuvenated this manly 
sport in the city. On the 24tfi of June 1875, the 
C.F.C. was crossed for the first time by the 
Quarter-Master Colley, Buffs. 

Then when the Buffs left the city, Ci.S. 
James Rotheney, then captain, secretary and 
treasurer, proposed that tfie nameol thecliib 
should be registered. He presented tot he 
English Rugby Union, a handsome silvei < up 
of Indian workmanship that was to he 
< ompeteil annually for by England and 
Scotland. This offer was accepted by the 
l-nglish Rugby Union, the cup being lirst 
competed for m i he season 1878-187‘> 

It is a matter ol interest to rugby loveis in 
the city to know that in April 1884 the C. F.f.. 
was revived at one of its meetings being 
chaiied by James Roihetiey. It was decided at 
this meeting to set a day apart lorassonate 
football. At thisjuiuture,thc rugger players 
were called the Calcutta Football Club and the 


Association [ilayers the Calcutta Association 
F C. The clubs during this period were the 
civilian Black Watch, The Trades Club, La 
Martiniere, The Medical College, the Dovelon 
College, and of course, the Armenian College 
which was instituted in 1884. 

When the city of Calcutta was 200 years 
old, the year 1890 witnessed a resurrection of 
rugby in the city and the CI C once again 
loosened its purse strings to stipulate a Iresh 
tiophy—the Calcutta Cup whic h was 
institutc’d and lor which clubs from all over 
India and Ceylon toerk pan 

Rugby witnessed its golden period in India 
between 194 5-1960. Teams fiom Bombay, 
Assam, '^outh India, Ceylon, Karachi and of 
course, C alcutta jiresenied a mixed bag of 
I iiggers as by then the Indians had well 
taught up with the game too. 

Rut then once again, the sport dwindled 
tlown due to the cominoti belief among 
Itidtans that rugby is an tnjury protie 
game'—thus lorcing the paretits Irom not 
allowing then childien to follow or play the 
sport. It was also during this jieriod that 
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(Oxperience the golden 
splendour of autumn 






tiOtn 






Bhimkali Temple, Sarahan 


the thick veil of monsoon clouds is lifted, the breathtaking Himalayan 
ranges are once again revealed in all their pristine glory. The air is crisp and 
invigorating. Beneath the clear blue sky apples area ripened red and nature 
changes her hues. 

Autumn is the time for the spectacular KuUu Dussehra. the Mani Mahesh 
Yatra, the Imvi Fair ofRanpur Bushahar and Kinnaur,Fulech(festimlof 
flowers) and many other festivals. It is also a perfect time for a first-hand 
experience of nature that will Unger for a lifetime. You can obtain this by 
exploring the outdoors-along trekking routes, haltmg overnight at sites 
idyllic for camping golfing, rafting hang-glidmg sailing, or even angling in 
pure waters. Come, experience the golden splendour of autumn in IhmachaL 






Trekkers. Kangra Valley 
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'—U For further information contact or write to: 

Director, Department of Tourism and Civil Aviation 

Himachal Pradesh. Shimla-171001. Tel: (0177) 203346, 3517. Fax; 203346 

Managing Director, H.P. Tourism Development Corporatioit Ltd. 

Ritz Annexe, Shimla-171001. Tel . (0177) 20.1294, Fax; 3434, (887 

For lurttMf enquiries please contact: 

New Delhi: Chanderiok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi, Ph 3324764. 3325320. 
Fax ' No. (011) 3731072 Calcutta : 25, Camac Street. Ph 2476847. Bangalore : 
Ph. 76591 Chandigarh: SCO. 1046-49, Sector-22-B. Ph. (0172) 43569 Pathankol: 
Opp Railway Station, Ph. 20316 Shimla : Ph (0177) 78311, 6810. MmaH ; 
Ph. (01901) 2325. 2360, 2116 Dharamshala ; Ph (01892) 4328 Kullu-Dhalpur ; 
Ph. 2349. Dalhoueie: Ph (018982) 2136 

Tourist Information Centre: 

Shimla;Ph. (0177)4589. ManallzPh (10901)2175. Dharamshala Ph (01892)23107. 
Bombay:Ph 2181123. Madras: 8272966. 
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the long and 
glorious traditioo 
ofiugfay in this city 

(Ticket and ((M)tball fever caught the fancy of 
the Calcuttans in a big way—thus reducing 
rugby to a small lime sport in the two major 
ceniresof ihe country itainely Bombay and 
Calcutta. 

This, h(«wevcr, did not extinguish the 
passion of the veterans of this game. It was the 
zeal of Mr. Harry Naidu, Mr Arshatn Swtkias, 
Dada (S.M.) Osman, N. OJha, the fttrmer 
Principal of Appejay School—Mr. N. 
Macnamara and St. James School—Mr John 
Mason and a few others from the Calcutta 
Police Force, who went out of their ways to 
promote and injeci new life to this wonderful 
gante, that had become a pan of Calcutta. 

ft is not only the(;.F.C. that gets the lion's 
share of the credit lor sustaining the game, but 
llie importance is also upon the Armenians 
and La Marttniere Old Boys (LMOB) whisse 
tr.idiiional challenge for rugby honours has 


kept the pulse of the game ticking. 

T HFRF are currently nine teams—of filtcen 
a side—in Caliulta. They are the La 
Martiniere Old Boys (LMOB), LMOB tigers. 
Armenians, Armenian College, Calcutta 
Police, Young Rugby Club, CPC Sergeants 
Institute, CFC and a new team Wranglers. 

To help spread the sport at grassroots level, 
the Calcutta Cricket and Fwtiball Club (CC 8- 
FC) has adopted a scheme of sending coaches 
to a number of schools. Therefore, now 
besides the regular teams, six school teams 
have also been introduced—AP.I, l,a 
Martiniere, St James, Future Hope, Frank 
Anthony and Oxioid Mission. 

The Armenian College team were also 
privileged enough to compete with a London 
school-—the Weslininstei School team—who 
played a series ol matches with the Indian 
school teams at the RCTC polo grounds from 
October 20-29, 1992. The 'Arrrios' defeated 
them J2-0 thereby underlining tliemselves as 
a force to reckon with m Indian rugby 



Hie glittering Calcutta Cup 
(instituted for club* from all 
over India and Caylon) is 
ttia replica of the original 
one fiv which England and 
Scotland vie for annually 





Diinnji tln' Rugby season in ilu- silv, winch 
stretches from kme to September, six 
competitions aie held annually. They are the 
'Beginners Cup' (lOasulel to encourage the 
beginneis, 'Cakutia (.up' (1 "> a side), Sihool 
Chip' (I a side), the 7-a side foi seniors, the 
'All India and South Asia Rugby Football 
Tournament' played between Bombay and 
Cakutia. and ilte 'Centenary <’up' (I S a side) 
Besides these, a kicking competnion is also 
held amongst the local partici|)anis 

Thc’re are major ellorts being made 'o 
revive rugby on a massive scale in the 
tounliy The founding fathers, Calcutta 
Cricket and Football Club (CCb FC) which are 
still playing iindei their old name are at the 
forefront as far as promoting ol the sport is 
concerned. 

Though this sport is not what it was in its 
heydays.the traditional lovers of the sport 
have commenced their efforts to put it back 
on centre stage. To cjitote Mr. S. M. (^sman of 


'Oada' Osman 
one of the leading 
lights of rugby in the 
country 


PHOTOGRAPHS 
ASMOKE CHAKRABARTY 


( (.XiFC who IS betier known in the Rugby 
Circle as Oac/a, "The future ol rugby is bright 
ill India We base m mind to |om the Fastern 
Circuit Champioiistiip where Sri Lanka, 
Malaysia and Hongkong )ia(iicipaie annually. 
We have also seni a recpiesi to the 
Government and to the Indian Rugby 
Football Union, so that we tan field a national 
team. 'iTiis would add a new dimension to the 
spotl" 

Rugby is < urrenily being played ai the 
amateiii level in India, heiKe luiulsare 
greatly needed for its ))romoni»n. It is 
encouraging to know that the merc.mtile 
comitanies ol Cak uita have expressed a desire 
lor sui>i>oiT. A()art Irom this, aid Irom the 
public sector has assured that an anticiue Ih‘ 11 
presented by Rivers Thompson in the vear 
I8S7 to the rugby lovers of the city will still 
keep nnging to announce the 
comment eiiient and tone liision of a hard 
foiighi rugger tnaitlv. • 
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TENNIS TALK 


TENNIS 



WOFFSSJONAL SPORT 


O NLY area that a)ach 
Tony Pickard never 
worked on with Stefan 
Hdberg because then "I would 
be blocking his 
sell-confidence": His 
technical weaknesses. 

H LIGHT that Bryan 

Shelton's 5'7" sister Yutta 
high-jumped while 
competing for the Georgia 
Tech track team: 6'3" 

T r GW GHRMAN standout 
I I Wilhelm Bungert 
shattered his racket in a 1970 
Davis (Tip match: He tried to 
letiiin a powerful serve from 
Arthur Ashe. 

't TH) I.AVITL.S world 
. S lanking when he was 3S 
years olil: No. 10. 
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N umber of games that 
Helen Wills lost in six 
matches when she captured 
the 1929 U.S. Championships 
at Fcirest Hills: 8. 

A verage age of the 1994 
Wimbledon women's 
singles semi-finalists: 29.75 
years old. 

W HAT 16-yeat-old 

Michael Chang called 
Jofm McEnroe when he 
played McEnroe at the 1988 
French Open: "Mr 
McEnroe." 

. .. )it|<ots for 

V.J the 1994 Wimbledon 
men's singles final on the 
black market: $ 3,000. 

N umber of times that 
Goran Ivanisevic, who 
was beaten 7-6, 7-6, 6-0 by 
Pete Sampras in the 
Wimbledon final, used the 
phrase "Too good" to describe 
Sampras m his post-match 
news cotiference: 1 1. 


3 A 7 HAT roach Nick 
V V Bollettieri said was 
"my biggest 

disappointment ": The abrupt 
departure of Monica Seles 
from his tennis academy and 
the ensuing controversy. 


N umber of British 

newspapers who picked 
a xvomen's player other than 
Steffi Grafto win the 1994 
Wimbledon Championships; 0. 





^ ^ ‘ Andtt* 

' ^ rliyiiu'd ill 

c lioriis (liiri^iMs 
hcdrlbrcakin3.Wimb!i'don 
loss to'lodd Martin: “Andre, 
Andre, you've got dass/Give 
us a wave, wiggle your a...e" 
(you -know-what). 


V\ 


/INNbKof the l‘W 
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’HF one great regret ol Ion 
Tiria*', BorisBcekei's 
former longtime manager 
and confidant, about working 
with Becker: that “I have not 
made a man of him." 

IVERSON that Martina 
r Navratilova bowed to 
after her 1994 Wimbledon 
final when she spotted him in 
the Royal Box: South African 
deputy president F.W. de 
Klerk. 


llulden Hills ((icorgui) 
■lunior Gl.issic- Boris Velism 
the nine-year-old grandson of 
the Russian president. 

N umber of numhes Gigi 
Fernande/ had won in 
seven tournamt nts prior to 
leaching the Wuubledon 
semi-finals: 0 

N T UMBER (diountriesin 
which the dothing line of 
1920s star Rene Lacoste is 
now sold; More than 80. 

N umber ol people in a 
queue—that stretches 
for more than a half 
mile—that Wimbledon 
allows to buy a ticket every 
morning: The first 200. 


J * OW much stiongei 
i I Kevlar, the niaierial used 
in many tennis laikets, is than 
steel: “i limes. 

I jI.AYER whom 

Wimbledon champion 
Conchita Martinez made 
believe she was playing 
against when she hit against a 
wall as a child: Martina 
Navratilova, her idol. 


C 


ONTCNT of the 
.j nightmare that haunted 
Goran Ivanisevic every night 
for two months in 1992; He 
saw Andre Agassi holding the 
Wimbledon champion's 
trophy aloft, and all he can do 
is scream that the wrong 
player was declared the 
winner. 

Compiled By Paul Fein 




T here is an apocryphal 

legend which states (hat the 
Olympic Tower in Helsinki is 
72m high, because the 
distance of Malli Jarvinen's gold 
medal winning javelin throw in the 
Berlin Olympics covered a distance of 
72.71 m (2 38 ft 6 in). This singular 
example sums up the Finnish 
obsession —and domination — for 
the javelin event. 

In 1913, when the International 
Amateur Athletics Federation (lAAF) 
decided on the technical nitty gntties 
of ail track and field events, it 
unanimously adopted the British 
standards as barometers, except in the 
case of the javelin vyherc the Finnish 
standards were adopted. The rise of 



The rise Finland in 
javelin dales back to 
1912 when Jiiho 
Saaristo became the 
first man to hurl the 
javelin over a diatance 
of 200 ft a monumental 
effent considerins the 
poor qualify of the 
equi|tiiient at that ^e 


Finland in the javelin dates back to 
1912 when Juho Saaristo became the 
first man to hurl the javelin over a 
distance of 200 ft, a monumental 
effort considering the poor quality of 
the equipment at that time. 

Over the years, the Finns have 
constantly produced a stream of star 
throwers including six Olympic 
champions who shook the world with 
their throwing expertise and acumen. 
In the Twenties, J. Myrra was the 
unchallenged champion, winning 
two Olympic golds and covering a 
distance of 6S.78 (215 ft, 9 in) in the 
1920 Olympic Games; The Thirties 
saw the rise of Marti Jarvinen, who 
popularised the javelin with his 
breathtaking style and charisma. In 
1 n48, T. Rautavaara won the Olympic 


C-yitipir efuir p 
I’, tfie c 












AINALY^i:> 



Flight of 
the Finns 


Finland has been producing a string of 
world class javelin throwers. 

Here is an attempt to find why this 
country is javelin-crazy 


BY PARNAB MUKHERJEE 


gold and made semitiat contributions 
to the scientific aspeens of the javelin. 

From the Forties to the Sixties, 
javelin throwers prospered in Finland 
but there were im outstanding 
individuals to promote the event in 
ihe changing athletic scenario which 
was ruled by the then market forces. 
In 1964, P. Nevala s 82.66m (271 ft 2 
in) gold medal winning effort in the 
Tokyo Olympics changed all that. The 
javelin throwers were now 

r 

I 


pitchforked into the limelight. 

For the next two decades, the event 
continued to evolve and every aspect 
of the javelin was scientifically 
dissected and analysed to the last 
detail. It was in the 1984 Los Angeles 
Olympics when A. Haerkoenen of 
Finland threw the javelin at 86.76m 
(284 ft 8 in) to show the world that in 
order to master the javelin, scientific 
knowhow must mingle with Finnish 


acumen. 
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A HacTkociien's successor was otic 
Mr SepjK) Raly. Seppo Raty has 
established a phenomenal record by 
winning six national titles, a wtirld 
crown, and he was twice placed in the 
tt)j> three in the Olympics and in the 
World Cup. In the process, the 
11 -year-old beer swilling, 7 1 12 stone 
beheiiiolhset two woild records and 6 
Finnish records, and his best is yet to 
come. 

lUit apart Iroiii Raty the talent in 
t iiiland is abundant. His two 
teammates lura l.aukannen and Hatri 
llakkaraineii are two potential 
throwers who are iiiaturing There are 
also the likes of Toniini Viskari (1990 
World junior champion) and Marko 
Hvytianen (gold medal winner in the 


Maxell World Caines '90). 

The lavclin culture in Finland is not 
a male preserve but even the women 
folk are very much involved with it. 
The successes of Tina I illak in the 
198J European Chanipionshipsai 
Helsinki when she edged the 
ovcrwheltiiiiig favourite, Fatima 
Whit bread of Cireai Britain in the last 
throw', and I*. Allafranti, who won the 
1990 European Championships, have 
inspired even Fiiiiush women to take 
up the event more seriously. 

The main reason behind the 
F-ninish success is the topography of 
F'inland, which can be broadly divided 
into coastal lowlands, central iilateaii, 
uplands and archipelago The ciiinaie 
and the undulating to|H)graphy which 


is dotted with low lying elevations 
usually gives the Finnish men a build 
which is charaaerised by strong arms, 
torso and legs. This helps a Finnish 
thrower to use his torso and legs as 
leverage when he throws the javelin 
at a certain trajectory. One of the 
styles in modern javelin is christened 
as the Finnish Crossover. 

For the land of Paavo Nurmi and 
Lassi Viren, the javelin is no more a 
sport, it is a religion. The Finns not 
only follow the <areer graph oi their 
own superstars but also others like 
Steve Backley, .Ian Zelez ny, Mick 
Hill, Tessa Sanderson, Petra Felke and 
a host of others. Mick Hill recently 
remarked that he is better known in 
the Finnish town of Lahti than in his 
home patch ot llcsrsforth. Ian 
Zelezny is nicknamed 'The Man' in 
Finland and the whole country 
prayed for his recovery when he met 
with a serious injury recently, and was 
overjoyed to see him take part m 
Helsinki. 

In the recently-concluded 
Euiopean <]hani]iionshipsat Helsinki, 
touts sold tickets on August 8, at 
astrtinornical rates not because jieople 
wanted to see Linford Christie but 
they wanted to catch a glimpse of their 
'Hercules' Seppo Raty. 

Though St;ppo Raty lost, the crowd 
cheered the winner, Steve Backley as 
a mark ol respect In fact, even after a 
surgery last winter in his throwing 
arm (he had further aggravaicd the 
injury by taking part in the national 
cham)>ionshii) finishing nmth and 
gualilied lor the European 
t ham|)ionship recently only in the 
final throw-olf) the lact that Raty took 
part demonstrates his courage and 
tiatriotisni. However, Raty has 
promised his countrymen that he'll 
bieak Zele/ny'% 93.66m record to 
••■xorcise the ghost of the European 
('hamj)ionship defeat. 

Life goesoii m Finland as Raty is 
hrac'iiig up silently to produce another 
world-beating throw And for the 
sprightly young Finnish kids with 
dreams in their eyes the 1 3 It wide 
rtmway ts like Cod's own acre and a 
successful throw of the laveliii will 
help them to fathom infinity. ^ 
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READERS' 

uiz 


QUESTIONS 


1 Which athlete 

• became the first black 
person to win an Olympic 
sprint title? 

2 Which sporting 

• sensation is known in 
her country as "Shrikanti" ? 

3 Who IS the only 
• Fnropean to win the 
World Badminton 
Chanijiionships? 

4 Who stored the 
' »in<ixiimim number of 
runs on his maiden Test 
malth? 

5 Who IS the only 
« erickeier It) be the 
lirsl man in and last man 

owTciaHs ar jwnun cMOQZO 







personalities. Name the 
event, theaiuntry they 
represented and in which 
Oiynfipics did they 
participate? 

i. Bjorn Borg ii. Llizabeth 
Taylor iii. James Mason 

8 Salvatore Schillaci 
• plays for which club 
in the Japanese league? 

9 Apart from Ayrton 
• Senna, another 
driver was killed at this 
year's San Marino Grand 
Prix. Can you name him? 


T ^ Who clinched the 
XVr*men's and 
women's all-round title's at 
the World Gymnastic 
Championshiits at 
Brisbane in April '94? 

n Which former 

• Test cricketer was 
once offered the throne of 
Albania? 

"I Who became the 
X •first 
non-Japanese to win an 
official Sumo wrestling 
chamjiionship? 


out in both the innings of a 
Test match? 

6 Who was the captain 
• ohheiiniirates 
Cricket Board (UAF) team 
111 the recemly-heid 
AusiraUisia ('.up? 

7 The following 
• Olynipit stars sJiare 
tliei! names with famous 




1. F.ddie Tolan in the 1932 Olympics held at 
Los Angeles. 

2. Susi Susanti of Indonesia. “Shrikanti" 
means tigress in her native language. 

3. Fleming Delfs of Denmark. 

4. Lawrence Rowe of West Indies. Fie scored 
314 (214,100) runs against New Zealand 
in the 1972-73 scries. 

5. Desmond Haynes (West Indies). He 
scored 53 and 105 against New Zealand at 
Dunedin in the '79-80 series. 

6. Sultan Zarawani. 

7 . They arc all swimmers from Sweden who 
participated in the 1936 Berlin Olympics. 

8. Jultilolwata. 

9. Roland Ratzenberger of Austria. He died 
during the qualifying round. 

10. Ivan Ivankov of Belarus and Shannon 
Miller of the USA, resfK'ctively. 

11. C.B. Fry (Hngland). 

12. Jesse Kuhaiilua. He is now a Japanese 
citizen. 


I'Hls 1 H_ |,' liAS Hi; F.V (.‘('MPl! i !) FA 


SHRIRAM GUR.IAR 
RAMNIKHT', 

SARASWAT COLONY, 
NEHRU ROAD, 
DOMBIVl.l (EAST) 
MAHARASHTRA 421201. 


All readers are requested to send a passport size 
colour photograph of themselves along with their 
entries. The piaure will be carried along with the 
quiz, if selected. 










VARIETY 


MICHAEL DOOHAN 

THE MAN WITH 


After going through a period 
of trial Michael Doohan has 
finally won the World Riders' 
Championship 


C HEWING up thf sccruTy. 

Thai's one way to descrihe 
Michael Doohan and his Honda as 
bolh man and ma< hine go about 
laying waste to the opposition in 19‘M's 
edition of the world motorcycling 
championships. 

It has been nearly two years since Doohan 
has experienced the thrill of winning a Grand 
Prix, the last of his wins coming sometime m 
1992. But his absence fiom the circuit has 
been something that has been chewing up his 
conscience for a long time 

Doohan's resultant feeling of desperation 
coupled ironically with a dangerous calm 
while riding for Honda in 1994, had him 
winning six out of six races m his quest for his 
first world riders' clianipionship this year. In 
fact, the jovial Qut'enslander'sdominatton ol 
the cirt uit has been so complete that on thc- 
eve of the British GP at D on ington, Doohan 
was on the threshold of hecoining to the lirst 
rider since I.uigi Agostini in 1972 to note ft up 
seven consecutive GP wins 

It was a piece of statistic that had also been 
haunting world champion Kevin Schvvanl/ 
who has been finding it difiic nil to come to 
terms with Doohan's oirvioiis superiority this 
year. St liwant/ also knew one more thing at 
Doninglon II Doohan won the race and 
Schwant/hy the same stroke ol fate, lailed to 
finish his. then tfie chase lor the world 
t hainpionship would have been over. 

Always down -to-earth and realistic, 

Doohan knew it too Never being one who has 
panic ularly tared lot statistics, Doohan 
insisted that his lead in the world 
cham|iionships means nothing, imic'ssn is 
The 'Australian Dynamo' gliding past his opponents at 
the SOOcc World Championship in 1993 
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VARIETY 


absoluicly unassailable and there arc still a 
couple of rates left. 

For Doohan, it is a prudent way of ihinkint;, 
and in doing so< he was automat ically, 
rewinding his thoughts to 1992, a year in 
which he had also dominated the 
championships. He had dominated, yes. bui 
he had failed to finish. 

Even by the standards of a sport where 
broken limbs are conmumpl.ice, Oix’ihan has 
suflered serious injuries. When at last it 
seemed ihai the title would be his In 1992, he 
bioke a leg in a practice session on the eve of 
the Dutch Gf*. The resultant operation and a 
i ouple of other hospital blunders sabotag'Hl 
his chances of making a comeback 

The title went to Wayne Rainey who won 
the title l)y lour points that year Ironically, 
Rainey is paralysed waist down and ohseni 
I tom the Ctrl nil this year, as Doohan goes 
about dominating Doohan cannot help but 
sympathise with Rainey while reminiscing, "I 
did not think I was going to be able to ride 
again alter 1 liroke my leg in 1992. Still, it was 
i|uite <1 leap for me to get hack on rtiy bike East 
year, I was trying to rediscover how 1 used lo 
r ide but this season 1 am happy because 1 
ically leel I am back to how I was before the 
acrideiit " 

Still Doohan never commented on his 
chances belore a race uiiiil he won it. Going by 
his track record, it was the salosl ihliyg lo do. 

Ill fact, prior lo Doninglon, Doohan who was 
aware ol his superior position commented cm 
Sell want/ who was trying to retain his world 
championship saying, "It would ac'tually put 
much less pressure on me if 1 could just 
concentrate on trying to beat him every week 
instead of winning the championship. Things 
have happened to me v»iien I've been in this 
position before, so I'm taking nothing lor 
granted." 

Sure enough, the script chatiged—but ever 
.so slightly at Donington. Kevin Schwantz 
realising lor the first time the jniwerof a 
prayer (literally!) just inched ahead of 
Doohan at Doninglon to keep his Iusjk's of a 
second title alive*-- albeit only mathematically. 

At this stage of the liders' championship, 
Doohan's mastery seems complete. Anothei 
reason tor this could also be Schwant/'s 
surprising lack of will power because try .is he 
might, he and his Suzuki just cannot seen to 
upstage Doerhan and his Honda. In fact, the 
Aussie has been able to win at slower-limes in 
a couple of races. Like for example at U* M.ms. 

All t his speaks for his skills if not for 



DooiMn: the naa wMi a 
miniwi has finally won 
Ike covetod World 
Championship thenHiy 
nxarcising the 1S92 
nighmiare. 


spectacular racing, even though the 
field has some prei t y serious customers like 
Alex Criville (Hondal. Luca Cadalora 
(Yamaha) and .lohn Kocinski. Still, none of 
them have made an im()aci on Doohan and 
his Honda. 

DcHihan and his hike are a team that seem 
made for victory almost anywhere. Both man 
and machine sc-emed to nave signed an accord 
that has been honed to precision and they 
both resjKmd to eaeh other's needs. 

It is not an easy understanding—rather it 
has come about as the result of a five yeai 
relationship. And if Doohan d«x?s win his first 
world championship, his feat will be as much 
a triumph of sheer guts as it will be for his 
amazing skills. 

Robin Chatterjee 
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FOCUS 


O GDEN NASH, one of the 
greatest jKH’ts and 
iimerirk wriiers ever born 
once wrote, "The moral is 
that it is probably better not to sin at 
all, but if it is smne kind of sin vou 
must Ik- pursuing well rememlter to 
do it by doing rather than not 
doing'—Muhael Williani Gaiting 
reminds us of those rare breed of 
tndividuals who commits stn more 
out of a sheer habit rather than 
necessity. 

Born on June 6, 1957 at Kingsbury, 
Middlesex, Gattmg's lather was an 
aircraft fitter who also worked as a 
steward with the f ilm Sports Chib 
During his early days, cricket look a 
liatkseai and it was football which 
occiipic'd his interests iriosi of his time 
In lad, his talent lor loothall was 
prodigious and he, could have 
followed his younger brother, Steve 
who played for Arsenal and Brighton. 
But cricket won the day and stHin 
Gatting was in the Second XI ol .lohn 
Kelly Boys' High Sc htMil Alter 
showing enough early promise it was 
in 1975 when Gaiting joined 
Middlesex. 

It took him two more years to serve 
out his apprenticeship IH-Iore earning 
his first coiitiiy cap but from then 
onwards there was no looking back. 
Under Mike Brearley, Gatting 
developed his skills and also masteied 
the finer aspens of captaincy. In 1983, 
Gatting icxik over as captain and for 
eleven consecutive summers he held 
the post with a great degree of success, 
rhe 5 ft 10 inches, 14 stone batting 
bulldog' has not only given Middlesex 
an aura of invincibility but elevated 
himself tt‘ the rank of county legends. 
According to his friend and former 
England spinner Vic Marks, 
Increasingly Mike Gatting looks like 
an amalgam of W.G. Grace and Henry 
Vlll. By now, he is a familiar figure on 
the county circuit so we don't lake 
much notice of him. He is a part of the 
furniture, perhaps more a solid dining 
table with a few blemishes picked up 
in Faisalabad and .loharuiesberg than 
a dainty Louis XV escnloire'. 

One oif GMlmg's pha poiiH* is flwt Iw iMver 
releses an autogi^ or an inierview. The 
picture is a case in peiM 


FOR THE LOVE 
OF MIKE! 

Mike Gatting's selection for the English team 
means he is once again in line for a final tryst 
with cricketing destiny. _ 
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Even ihis year in the county circuit 
Gatting has performed superlatively. 
In 17 innings he has scored 907 runs 
averaging 56.6, including tw(» double 
centuries. This is a far better 
performance than the present English 
Test squad members Graham Thorpe 
(Surrey), Alec Stewart (Surrey), 
Graeme Hick (Worcestershire), Steve 
RlMJdes (Wora-stersbire), could put 
up. Only two current English Test 
players have averaged more than him 
and they are Graham GchkIi (92.91) 
and John Crawley (62.40). 

But that’s not all; already this 


summer the pugnacious Gatting has 
notched 1,000 runs in a season for the 
16th time in his career spanning 20 
years. For someone pushing 37 with 
more than four thousand runs in Test 
cricket and 23,000 runs in First class 
cricket with a career average of more 
than 50 .Gatting has certainly travelled 
a long way. 

A Firm believer of Rudi Webster's 
'Positive Thinking', Gatting's hunger 
for success is the same in 1994 as it was 
on January 18,1978 when he made 
his Test debut against Pakistan. 
Gatting says," I've been lucky since 

HCIIONfllJS 


Middlesex have always been in 
contention for something. David 
(Gower) never had that stimulus.” 

However, there is more to Gatting 
than just records. Neville Cardus's 
immortal statement "The scoreboard 
is an ass" is as applicable to Gatting as 
it was to Ranji then. His baiting style is 
characterised by tremendous off-side 
play, quicksilver reflexes, copy-book 
defence and most importantly based 
on sheer guts. An anecdote comes to 
mind in this regard: Gatting was once 
hit on the nose by a bouncer from 
Malcum Marshall. When Marshall 


However.there is more 
to Gatting than just 
reconis. Neville 
Cardus's immortal 
statement "The 
scoreboard is an ass" is 
as applicable to Gatting 
as it was to Ranji then. 
His batting style is 
characterised by 
tremendous off-side 
play, quicksilver 
reflexes, copy-book 
defence and most 
importantly based on 
sheer guts 


picked up the ball following the 
delivery, he almost fainted when he 
saw a broken fragment of bone from 
the nose stuck on the ball. An unfarjed 
Gatting who was out of action for Five 
weeks following the accident returned 
to play fast bowleis with more 
conviction. Apart, from his penchant 
to take up any challenge on the Field, 
Gatting is acknowledged as one of the 
best players of ^in bowling in the 
world. All in all he is a gutsy cricketer, 
a thorough team-man and totally 
dependable especially in an hour of 
crisis. 

Throughout his career, the beefy 
North Londoner's career graph has 
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nuctuatcd wildly. He has savoured the 
glory of attaining success and at the 
same time suffered the ignominy of 
touching the nadir. In 1986-87, he 
captained the English team for the 
hugely successful Ashes tour. As a 
rcikult he was awarded an OBE 
(jokingly referred by the Press as 
Order of the Branston Eater, because 
of Gatting's fascination for Branston 
pickle) by the Queen. At that time 'Fat 
Gatt' was the darling of the Press 
giving memorable (juotes like. "I’m 
no donkey, but I'm no swan either." 


Apart from his penchant 
to take up any challenge 
on the field. Getting is 
acknowledged as one 
of the best players of 
spin bowling in the 
world. All in all he is a 
gutsy cricketer, a 
tfiorough team-man and 
totally dependable 
especially in an hour of 
crisis 


S(H)n the equations changed when 
at the Iqbal Stadium in Faisalabad, 
Gatting was involved in an infamous 
controversy with Shakoor Rana. 
Though Gatting came out unscathed, 
his character t<H)k a beating. The 
problems ttxtk a serious turn when 
during the 1988 series against West 
Indies, he was sacked due to alleged 
sexual misconduct. 

A headline .seeking 20-year-old 
barmaid of Red Lion Inn called Louise 
Shipman sold her side of the story lor 
an alleged sum of £10,000 to the 
tabloid Sun. Gatting commented 
about the incident saying, "We had 
iH'aten the West Indies ^-0 in the 
one-day internationals, drawn the 
first Test and I felt there was 
sfimething very, very, good going to 


happen for England. Tfien, it was all 
pulled out from underneath me by 
what one can only describe as a 
cornic-book story." 

A newspaper from Melbourne, The 
Age aptly summed up the barmaid 
imbroglio thus, 'Gatting caught 
rumours, bowled hyjHtcrisy, O'. The 
real reasons behind the sacking was, 
however, different. Firstly, Gatting 
had overslept and hence missed the 
opening of the ceremonial match in 
Melbourne, secondly he captained 


'Fit Gifl' pondirs about hh future. Will it 
end his career with a bang or a whini|ier? 

England for fourteen consecutive 
Tests without a win and finally the 
Shakoor Rana incident embarrassed 
the TCCB which received a 
tremendous amount of negative 
publicity. All this led to Gatting's 
sacking by the TCCB headed by Peter 
May. 

After this, a disgusted Gatting led a 
reliel tour to South Africa. The likes of 
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Galling hac had a plus racoid as a captain, 
being moderately snccessful for bit 
country and very successful for his county 

Chris Broad, Neil Foster, Jolin 
Eniburcy, Paul Jarvis, Mallhew 
Maynard and others joined him. It 
was divulged hy unofficial sources 
that Gatting reportedly got a sum of 
1 : 200,000 while others received a 
payment of £80,000 for the tour. But 
even in South Africa he made careless 
statements like "I don't care much 
about Apartheid, there were just a few 


people singing and dancing." This 
incurred the wiath of Oie blacks and 
invited jiosters like 'Gatting is batting 
for Apartheid*. On July 8, '92 
following a request by South Africa 
the ban on Gatt mg and other rebels 
were lifted by the ICC. 

Gatting has made only .six Test 
appearances after the controversial 
South African tour. The last of his 74 
Test appearances being in the Lord's 
Test against the Australians, 14 
months ago. The rebel in Gatting has 


mellowed because after he was axed, 
he remarked, "1 was a bit upset when I 
was dropped after the Lord's Test. But, 
they wanted some younger blood 
which was fair enough." The 
reassuring presence of wife Elaine 
and his two kids Andrew and James 
have steadied Gatling's once volatile 
mental framework. 

And now that he has been selected 
foi the Ashes tour to Australia.Gatting 
has once again managed to make his 
point. 'Fhe man who shocked the 
world and incurred a fine of £5,000 for 
his controversial autobiography, 

'Leading From the Front', the man 
who had a pathetic average of 25 after 


Throughout his career, 
the beefy North 
Londoner's career 
graph has fluctuated 
wildly. He has savoured 
the glory of attaining 
success and at the same 
time suffered the 
ignominy of touching 
the nadir 


his first 30 'fesis and went on to score 
4,000 runs by improving his 
performance in the next 40 odd Tests, 
the man who would've been back 
captaining the side had Ossie 
Wheatley not exercised his veto, is 
back in front of the firing line. 

Only this lime he must realise that 
this is his last waltz. He must live up to 
his reputation in order to prove his 
detractors wrong. Gatting must 
achieve 'instant nirvana' or he'll find 
himself ,saf<‘ly ensconced in the record 
b(K)ks, in the company of mediocre 
cricketers who have never made it big. 
The man will surely not like such a tag 
because 'only good guys finish last' 
and Gatting knows that he's mean and 
he's bad. 

Parnab Mukhferiee 
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GOLF DIGE S T 


PAULAZINGER 


Return From the 

Paul Azinger fought a heroic battle against cancer and is once again a force to be 



Cold 


D estiny can be real nasty— 
but also merciful. When 
one hears that .sonie*>ne 
has cancer even at an early 
stage, it gives you a chill down the 
spine. The remedy, to be optimistic, is 
there: the will to live. The will to 
overcome the dreaded disease. 

When golf millionaire Gene Littler 
came to know that he was striken 
with lymphoma in 1972, he was 
initially shocked. But the courage and 
determination he showed saw him 
miraculously out of the woods. He 
underwent surgery and, less than a 
year later, triumphed m the St. Louis 
Open. I.iltler won four more lilies in 
his regular lour career and still 
participates on the Senior PGA tour 
along with other prominent golfers. 

And 19 years later, after the US 
Open, to be precise, Paul Azingcr's 
right shoulder started to give him 
problems which was certainly 
detrimental to his game of golf. To 
make matters worse, Azinger had 
been going through a decade of 
frustralion—and disappointments— 
in the US Circuit with no major 
breakthroughs. To pm it short, he was 
among the no hopers of golf, the 
dreamers and schemers who'erashed 
out time and again And, of course, 
the shoulder problem added to 
Azingcr's miseries. He was examined 
by Dr Frank Jobe and by three 
pathologists who "determined he had 
an infection in the bone of his 
shoulder." 

Dr Jobe performed surgery to clean 
out the roof of the shoulder socket and 
removed a small piece ol bone from 
the blade. However, what was 
heartening was that tests did not 
reveal any cancerous tissue. 

There was hope for A/ mgei whose 
indisposition had deprived him of 
participating in the British Open and 
the PGA Championship that year. But 
he was delighted to join the US team 
for the 1991 Ryder Cup competition 
in Kiawah Island. 

All anxieties overcome, Azinger 


reckoned with 
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paid more attention to his game which 
he managed to sharpen considerably. 
People were actually taking notice of 
him. He won the Tour Championship 
and finished a creditable seventh on 
the earnings list in 1992 with 
$929,863. The following year, he 
became all the more richer when the 
money list showed his name at second 
place with $ 1,458,456. His earnings 
soared because of his three viaories, 
including the PGA Championship at 
Tulsa in 1993. 

A thrilled Azinger told the New 
York TTimeslast year: "1 went from 
worrying about what tournament 1 
was going^ to miss, to thinking about 
my family, how 1 wanted to be healthy 
and whether I'd play again. It was 
scary, but in the end it totally worked 
out for the best. I'm more flexible. I'm 
stronger than ever and I hit the ball 
farther than I ever have." 





Bad news again. After completing 
his second round in the PGA 
Championship at Toledo, Tulsa, last 
year, Paul Azinger was told by his 
drxtor that the X-ray showed a 
shadow on his troublesome shtmider. 
But to everyone's surprise the bad 
news did not distract his game since he 
was on the verge of a major 
breakthrough — his name in the 
leader board was in a very respectable 
position. At that moment, Azinger 
was more concerned about the 
'shadow' posed by two of golf's 
heavyweights, namely Nick Faldo and 
Greg Norman. Was A/inger capable of 


beating the two stalwarts, especially 
the 'Great White Shark' who was at 
his peak having won the British Open 
a month earlier? No question, the 
crowd's favourite was obviously 
Norman. 

Spitrts Illustrated describes Azinger 
on the final day: "You think the blue 
blazer was nervous, you should have 
seen Azinger, who was wondering 
who had shut off the town's oxygen 
supply. Bis lungs wouldn't compress, 
his fingers tingled, his head was 
throbbing, and his heart was alniut to 
throw a rod. It was beating like a 
hummingbird's and every time it did. 


flashbulbs popped in front of his eyes. 
He has spent the day trying to remind 
himself to do his breathing. Inhale. 
Count four. F.xhale. Count four. Here 
he was, on the run of the biggest 
tournament of his life, and he's 
running a Latna/e clinic." 

When the final day's game began, 
Norman had noticed that Azinger's 
caddie looked familiar. Where did he 
see him? He pondered for a while. 
And when the burly Aussie conceded 
the PGA Championship title to 
A/mger in an enthralling sudden 
death, he suddenly remembeted who 
the caddie was. He was Bob Tway’s 
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tdddicin 1986 Tlial yi'd; the sccnoru) 
was I'xat l!y ihf saim-. Tlie HGA 
(diainpionship. I'ldsa Norman and 
Tway were tied on the same hole. And 
i was ihe same s' )iy. Ama/ing! 

A/mger's momeni ol glory had 
I'venuially tt)ine Bin ihe euphoria 
lurned to a ileaihly silence when they 
came to know that he was snflering 
Irom lymphoma Ihs colleagues on 
Ihe US Tour were shocked cm hearing 
the had news Ur Tome l eldinan said. 


the cancer was IcKalised in Azinger's 
shoulder but there was no evidence of 
it spreading beyond iliere. Moreover, 
thegcMHi news is that lymphoma is 90 
per cent curable. 

So Azinger without any delay 
skipped competitions for his 
treatment but vowed that he would 
return to defend his PGA 
Championship. He began his 
chemotherapy sessions and five 
weeks of daily radiation at his home in 
Bradenton, Florida. 

Arnold Palmer on hearing about 
Azinger's illness had an encouraging 
note for the M yc’ar-old player: "He's 
a tough guy, and I'm sure he'll go at it 
with the same optimism that he nlays 
hisgcrlf. He'll whip it." 

Tom Watson said: "It is his spini 
that sets him above other player, in 
the game. His faith and his spirit will 
pull him through." 

Yes, the force of Azinger's 
competitive spirit, determination and 
will (Kiwer helfred save his life His 
eight miHiihs of absenc e left a void on 
the US Tour which also deprived 
colleague’s of his pranks. He has never 
been moody or ill-temper<‘d. Azinger 
told the Sunday Tinted that he had 
c ale ulaled that fiis absence has also 
left one millicsn dollars in prize money 
frc'e for grabs, and he has been teasing 
the other players about it, laiiiiling 
them loc’arn wdial they could until he 
returned 

Although he lailecl miserably to 
defend liis l‘t;A Championship title 
this year, it was good to see him back 
in com|ielilion with a new lease of 
life. ' I was sick enough to fully 
appreciate what good health is all 
about. 1 delmilely walk a little slower, 
and talk a little slow I want to 
a])pretiaie every day I've got " 

Azmgei shtidders when he recalls 
that he used to throw up c'very 20 
minutes and wcepcin his ’ vile Tom's 
shouldei In lact, it was the first time 
that he'd cried With I he ordeal over, 
he can now lelax. "1 need to be an 
■inspiration to [leople. 1 have a chance 
to reach out to thousands ol pc'ople. It 
would lie gross nc’gligence il I didn't do 
something." Yes, there is hope alter all. 

Subhar>h Srficar 
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H ERF. in Australia, there is nomially 
a funny side to everything. And 1 
mean everything. On Melbourne 
radio, just hours after Australian 
chef-de-mission Arthur Tunstall had made 
his now-infamous comments about disabled 
athletes being an "embarrassntent" at the 
Commonwealth Games in Victoria, Canada, 
he was lampooned mercilessly. In local 
dialect, they call it "taking the piss out of a 
bloke" and they certainly did it in Tunstall's 
case. So there they were that evening, taking 
the piss out of Tunstall, saying how he was 
quite happy to insult everyone, not just 
disabled people, but willing to speak ill of 
coloured people, short people, lat people, ui 
fact, just about everyone on the lace of the 
earth. 

It was probably a bit harsh on Tunstall, who 
will have much cause to regret his ill-advised 
remarks. But if the Sword ol Damocles 
dangled over his head, it was no one but 


hosts New Zealand when he suggested that 
their country should become the seventh 
Australian state. 

And earlier this year, he made his mark 
again in unusual fashion. Actually, fashion is 
a rather apt word. Allow me to digress a little. 
The current trend here is for sportsmen to 
pose for pin-up calendars and in the past 
couple of years, several Australian Football 
League stars have aiipeared in the best-selling 
Men of Football' calendars ol 1993 and 1994. 
Accordingly, no one was really surprised 
when our women athletes, led by heptathlete 
Jane Flemming, decided to put together one 
of their own. Fleniriiing appeared in the 
calendar clad in nothing but gold i>aini while 
long jumper Nicole Boegman donned body 
paint that made her look as though she were 
wearing a swimming costume in Australia's 
led, white and blue The other athletes were a 
trifle more, and the calendar has been a huge 
hit not just in this country, but in England as 


HOT & SPICY 


David McMahon focuses on some 'hot' topics ofdiscussion in Australian sport 


Tunstall who put it there in the first place. For 
the first lime, able-bodied athletes and 
disabled athletes have come together in 
Victoria, with 90 di-sabled competitors from 
16 nations competing in three sports. In the 
international context on integration and 
understanding, no gesture could have been 
more powerful than bringing the two 
together. 

In these enlightened times where the 
phrase "equal opportunity" is not just 
restricted to the workplace, Australia has 
done more than its fair share in the efforts 
towards integration. Yet, in the space of just 
one media interview from Arthur Tunstall, it 
seemed as though all that positive work had 
been undone by his comments. 

Just who is Arthur Tunstall? The 
72-year-old first came to prominence in I9'>3 
when he became secretary-general of the 
Australian Boxing Union. Along the way, he 
has managed to appear at the centre of some 
unusual storms. In 1970, for instance, he 
ordered Ron Clarke, one of this country's 
finest athletes, to live at the Games Village. In 
1990, at the Auckland Games, he offended 


well. The whole idea did not appeal to 
Tunstall, wfm made no secret of his distaste 
for the project. 

He had yei another ruri-in with Flemming 
at the Commonwealth Games shortly after 
appearing in Victoria. Singling her out, along 
with star swimmer Kieren Perkins, Tunstall 
said that they would have to pay heed to the 
interests of the team's sponsors rather than 
their own pnvate sponsors And just to prove 
that he meant business, he said he would scud 
them home if they did not toe the line. 

Ironically, it was Tunstall who was in 
disgrace altei his comments about disabled 
athletes. On the day before the Games 
officially got under way, he told Canadian 
television he didn't agree with the move: "It is 
an embarrassment to those people (the 
disabled athletes) and to the athletes in the 
village". He said although he had great 
admiration for them, he didn't agree with the 
policy of integrating their events with able 
bodied athletes. He later repeated his views in 
an interview with a reporter from a wire 
service, despite the fact that among the 
disabled athletes at the Games, there were no 






NIuhTivtor. miw inthe bM 
SMI a( Aniralian cricksi 


less than 11 Australians. 

They're right in there in the middle with all 
the able budied swimmers. They're 
swimmers and it just happens that they've got 
a disability. They're no different except that 
they may have a leg or a hand missing. 'Phe 
swimmers and the coaches accept them. They 
respect them for being the swimmers that 
they are. And, back in Australia, it was as 
though the rest of the nation could not believe 
what he had said. The executive director of 
the New South Wales Sports Council for the 
Disabled, said he was angry that Tunstall 
could have made such comments, adding that 
they were "astonishing" and "beyond beliel" 
and asking whether the Games chief would 
have breathed New'South Wales laws if he 


had made the comments on Australian soil 
rather than in Canada. 

W HILK on the subject of sport, people in 
positions of power, it wotild not be out 
of place to mention former Test captain 
Bob Simpson. For the past seven years, 
Simpson has fulfilled two roles for the 
Australian Cricket Board, not just as team 
coach, but also as Test selector. At the helm of 
affairs, his name was synonymous with that 
of Allan Bordei as Australia rebuilt not just its 
Test side also its international reputation. 

Now, the ACB tells us that Simpson has 
voluntarily resigned as a Test selectoi. 
Simjison, who came back from retirement to 
captain the Packer-ravaged Australians to 
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victory against Bcdi's 1977-78 tourists, 
explained the decision by saying the heavy 
international programme would prevent him 
from watching enough domestic cricket to 
perform properly as selector. 

There are some who feel that Simpson 
wielded too much power in his former dual 
role as both coach and selector, and who feel 
that the former captain was made to stand 
down in an attempt to dilute his power. The 
fact remains that Simpson is the man who will 
continue to travel with the Australian cricket 
team, but that he will no longer be helping to 
pick its players. As a cricketer, no one ever 
doubted Simpson's worth and as an ads’iser he 
will no doubt be invaluable to the new 
captain, Mike Taylor, who took over the helm 
from Allan Border after the tour of South 
Africa earlier this year. 

Spteaking of new capitains, things are not 
going too well for England's Mike Albert, ri 
on the other side of the world. He may have 
kept his job as capitain by a narrow margin, but 
Atherton has paid far more than the 
monetary fines incurred by his 
dirt-in-the-pt)ckt t incident and ti e 
now-infamous gestvire of dissent after being 
given out first ball in the next Test. 

How does this affect us in Australia? Well, 
fairly directly, if you must know. Atherton 
came under fire not just because of the fines 
and his behaviour, but because, in the minds 
■ of many, he .should have been stripped of the 
caprtaincy for the forthcoming Ashes tour of 


Australia. However, in the words of Ray 
Illingworth, England's chairman of selectors, 
"He's made mistakes but he's learning as he 
goes along. I'm only one of four selectors but, 
as far as I'm concerned, he's the man to lead 
England in Australia. I'm happy with Mike. 

I le's been under a lot of pressure for the last 
few weeks and has shown a lot of character." 

The 26-ycar-old Atherton refused to quit 
alter the "dirt in the pocket" affair at Lord's 
following which he was fined £1250 at The 
Oval by match referee Peter Burge for 
showing dissent following his first innings 
dismissal. Said Atherton, "Even if people say 
they don't everyone reads the papers and 
hears the cTiticism. It hurts and at times we 
wonder whether it'sal! wtrrthwhile. 

"I've learnt a considerable amount over the 
last tfiree weeks or so—things about myself 
and things about the way preople treat you. 
The most im{K>rtani thing is liie desire to play 
in a winning England side. If the seletlors and 
the team think the best way of being 
successful in Australia is for me to be captain 
then the likelihood is I will carry on. But, if it 
becomes a liurdcn, if every move I make is 
scrutinised and criticised and it's going to 
affect our chances of winning then that's 
something 1 will have to weigh up." 

One sincerely hopes that Atherton keeps 
his job ■ Or else they might have to bring back 
Mike Catting to lead England out. Or heaven 
forbid, Illingworth himself. # 
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SPOTLIGHT 


I FT.S. EUOTfell April was the 
cruellest month of the year, 
Viswanathan Anand must he 
reckoning likewise for August. 
July had ended with the Indian 
maestro sitting pretty on a two love 
lead at the halfway stage in his official 
Fide quarter-final match versus Gata 
Kamsky. 

With four games to go and a career 
record that read 8-1 (at that stage) 
against the 'transplanted' Siberian, it 
looked like the Madras-based 
Grandmaster was a cinch to enter the 
last four stage. He had already got 
there in the PCA cycle and it ItMiked as 
though the home-based player was in 
with a gotnl chance ol challenging 
both Anatoly Karjtov and Garri 
Kasparov in 1996. 

No one, except Kamsky and 
possibly Anand, believed otherwise. 
Yet, the Indian made a prophetic 



statement,"No match is lost until it is 
over" at the halfway stage. Then 
Kamsky forced a tiebreaker with a 
tremendous comeback clawing 
back-to-back wins out in the sixth and 
seventh games. Even then, the odds 
were apparently heavily in favour of 
the Indian. 

Anand is the unofficial world 


champion at speed chess with a string 
of fabulous performances including 
two recent tournament viclories 
ahead of the Super Ks. Kamsky isn't • 
noted for any special skills or strength 
at this form of the game. Most of the 
distinguished GMs in the audience at 
Sanghinagar (Hyderabad) would still 
have made Anand the 3-1 favourite. 
The 20-year-old New York-based 
player found the reserves to dredge up 
the biggest upset thus far in his career 
to wipe out Anand 2-0 in the 
tie-breakers. Now Kaihsky, not 
Anand, has the unique distinction of 
reaching ImmIi semi-finals and he 
deserves it because of the sheer nerves 
and grit required. 

This lie has raised a few pertinent 
quest ions about the Indian's 
temperament. Questions to which the 
24-year-oId Indian star must ideally 
find the correct answers before he 






What were the reasons for Viswanathan 
Anand's uninspired display at Sanghinagar? 
DEVANGSHU DUTTA attempts an analysis 


takes on Michael Adams in the PCA 
semi-finals. Earlier in these two 
cycles, Anand had established the 
invincible aura of the "Prime 
Candidate" until he crashed out 
against Kamsky. Now suddenly that 
aura is flickering. The whisper is now 
going round the circuit that given 
sufficient pressure, Anand's 
electronic speed and accuracy can 
short-circuit. Despite Anand's 
placidity, despite his pragmatism, 
desite the fact that he had shown nti 
apparent signs t)f nerves in the earlier 
elimination rounds, the inner demons 
that must drive a successlul world title 
challenger can also cause a blowout. 

For the first time, the other players 
in the reckoning have concrete 
evidence that Anand is not immune. 
Even though Adams should not stand 
an earthly chance, (ranked some 20 
places lower than the Indian as 
opposed to Kamsky who was just one 
spot below in the ratings) after 
Sanghinagar, the Englishman will 
believe he can win. If only he can 
apply sufficient pressure. 

Because, and there is no doubt 
about it, Anand's total loss of form 
from game six onwards can only be 
explained as a temperamental 
problem. Since he wasn't ill, it had to 
be some "off-the board" factor which 
left him unrecognisable. What makes 
it all the more surprising is that he has 
never shown earlier signs of psychic 
vulnerability at any level. 

Of course, as Anand himself had 
remarked in February,"The nice thing 
about two cycles is that if an accident 
occurs in one, 1 can still have a go in 
the other. This might help reduce 
some of the apparent presstire and let 
me take things one move at a time." 
But it is vital tor him to work out why 
this particular accident occurred. 

After all, he started the match in good 
form and he built up a comfortable 
lead. Did he then get overconfident? 
Did the sheer enormity of home 
crowd expectations finally get under 
his skin and cramp his style? Was he 
shocked when Kamsky fought back? 
Did he enter the tiebreak still 
psychologically two games ahead? 
Only Anand ran know whether it was 
any or a combination ol all these 


possibilities. And only Anand can 
ensure tfiat the corollary several 
million dollar question," Will it 
happen again?" is answered in the 
negative. 

In fact, based on his play in the last 
t aree years he is already strong 
enough technically to beat either 
Kasparov or Karjsov in a title match. 
Even hard-nosed prtis like Jan 
Timman and Nigel Short have 
publicly stated that. So emphatic have 
been Anand's results when he has 
been on song 


He could have coasted through the 
last four games of this match and won 
without hiccups if he had played at 
even 90 per cent. Thus the problem for 
him is not strictly technical—it's 
more a question of consistently 
finding the top gear when it is 
necessary That is the hallmark of a 
chanqiion—the difference between, 
say, an Ivan l,endl and a Miroslav 
Mecir. Or even a Sunil Gavaskar and a 
Gundappa Vishwanath. To win a 
world championship at any sport and 
especially one as mentally 
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move at a time, always the best move, 
when there is a million dollars or more 
at stake and the whole world 
watching, is not the easiest thing in 
the world. It requires self-knowledge 
of an awesome order, incredible 
self-discipline, an ability to perform 
self-hypnosis as it were, to blot 
everything apart from the 64 squares 
out of one's consciousness. This 
elusive ability is the special gift of 
champions. It brought Bobby Fischer 
back from 0-2 down against Boris 
Spassky. It kept Kasparov alive in his 
first title match when he was trailing 


Smii hara wHk hia paiMits. ABanft 
■■Mm hots of bnn had to be •Dim 
'off-the-boanr problem* 

competitive as chess, the aspirant 
must 1^ consistently brilliant. 
Preferably possess the ability to play at 
110 {K'r cent when the chips are down. 

While Anand can hit the "zone" 
often enough, he cannot apparently 
do it at will yet. Nor, on the strength of 
this match, can he guarantee that he 
will maintain normal form and avoid 
unforced errors all the time. This has 
to be a psychological quirk and 
something the Indian must face 
square-on. The current chess circuit is 
littered with brilliant players such as 
Vassily Ivanchuk, Leonid Yudasin, 
Alexey Shirov and Evgeny Bareev 
who tend to collapse if things are 
going badly. While no one is 
suggesting that Anand fails into that 
category, he has to lorge a greater 
degree of consistency in order to fulfil 
his talent. The raw talent was enough 
to drag him into world title contention 
by 1990. The next four years have 
ironed out most of theU'chnical 
problems as Anand has worked 
systematically to eradicate stylistic- 
weaknesses. 

The next stage in the process must 
logically be to work out specific ways 
to handle the pressure. To play one 







1 -5. It enabled Botvinnik to retain his 
title when he was 3-5 down with 
three games to play against David 
Bronstein in 1951. Kasparov utilised it 
to square the 1987 match when he 
had to win the last game. Presumably 
this was what pulled Kamsky through. 

Paradoxically, Anand's very 
intelligence makes it well-nigh 
impossible for the common or garden 
spt)rts psychologist to aid him or 
indeed any other world chess title 
candidate to any great extent. Only a 
solution designed and taiiored by the 
player himself for his own sftecific 


Anand s total loss ot 
form from game six 
onwards can only be 
explained as a 
temperamental problem. 
Since he wasn't ill, it 
had to be some'off the 
board' factor which left 
him unrecognisable 


problems will work. Only he can 
devise a way to reach that level of 
excellence. Though, of course, a chess 
psychologist could well help provide 
some answers, ultimately the 
analytical ability that has enabled 
Anand to dissect hLs technical 
wt aknesses and grow stronger must 


be applied by him to analyse his 
mental attitude. That is the last and 
most difficult qing on the ladder to the 
world championships. For remember, 
a defending champion is someone 
who has already found his solutions to 
the same problems. 

The PCA matchups provide for a 
fascinating pos.sibility. Anand plays 
Adams whom he should beat on sheer 
class-difference, wliile Nigel Short 
meets Kamsky. On current form. 
Kamsky must be reckoned favourite. 
Thus, it is rathei likely there will be a 
grudge Anand-Kainsky rematch next 
year for the right to challenge 



Kasparov. Anand will have to find 
some answers before that occurs, 
ideally of ctidrse before he meets 
Adams this winter. 

The Fide tyde now contains 
Kamsky, Valery Salov, Boris Gcifand 
and Anatoly Karjiov. The likely 
pairing will be Karjtov-Salov and 
Kamsky-Gelland. Thus Kamsky has a 
golden chance n> reunite Iwith titles. If 
he fails, it will ncu be because of a 
nervous collapse. Only somelHKly 
who is stronger in the pil of the 
stomach when the butterflies start 
flying will beat Kamsky in this 1996 
cycie. While Katixiv and Kaspaniv are 
even stiller profftrsitions. Anand may 
need to take liis psyche apart in order 
to develop that elusive ability that is 
the gift of champions. He will need to 
look through a glass darkly perhaps, to 
identify whatever ghosts haunted him 
in the sc'cond half at Sanghinagai. It 
will probably be ihe hardest task he 
has faced so far and it is a task which 
has defeated so many potential 
geniuses 

However, if his previous record has 
any bearing, Anand has tlie strength 
of will, the introspective nature and 
the objectivity required lo gain 
insight. In a sense, this loss could even 
make him stronger. He can 
concentrate on the PCA cycle with the 
knowledge that he cannoT afford to 
ever let whatever happened inside his 
head in August 1994 recur again. He 
can identify root causes, gain an 
insight into his critical state of mind 
and learn how to master himself. He 
must, if he is to be champion. # 





GUEST COL UMN 


THE STEEPLE 
CHASE! 

Brian Lara has set the world records. Now, it is 
the time of the other equally gifted batsmen 
Sachin Tendulkar and Basit AH to 
follow in his footsteps 



D LIRINC; a rnc<‘iHif> with 

Rohan Katiliai some \fars 
a}>() in Ln^’laixi.l retail the 
former Wesi Indian telling! 
me lo walth mil fora briKfn young 
laleni from ihe islands of Trinidad and 
Tobago. The young man was no oilier 
than Bnan Lara. 

Rohan was so sure of the young 
man's abilities and talent, that he was 
willing to put a bet on the fact that he 
would make a huge impact in 
international cricket, once given a 
chance. 

Today I think it is time to repay 
Rohan his dues, because what Brian 
Ijtra has achieved in the last few 
weeks is suine(hing,Tnany others 
before him have craved for but could 
not accomplish. He holds the records 
for the highest Test innings and 
highest first class individual innings, 
which not long ago belonged lo two 
very illustrious names, Sir Gary 
Sobers and Hanif Motiammad. 

Whai more compliments can one 
pay to Lara than to admit that |H‘rhaps 
even Rohan did not realise the 
immense potential this young 
leli-handei jiacked into his bat. Just 
imagine 37S against England in April 
and then iOl lunsagain.si Durham in 
a county match m lime. In between 

BasH Mi: a batsawii of mmeiiu calibre, 
but lacks discipline in baning and mental 
attitude 
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Ift VIS not forget, l,ara left a trail of 
centuries, making a lot of Iniwlen. 
look very ordinary in the English 
county«. hampionsliip 

The standard of dtirnesticcnckev in 
England may not appear very high to 
many keeping in mind England's 
international record in recent times, 
but believe me it is still no joke to r^el 
oil SIX to seven centuries on a trol. 

I saw him batting at Sharjah last 
November, when he mauled Waqar 
Voiinis and others in the final. To me 
his strongest points were his timing 
and anticipation, two elements 
required necessarily to play long 
innings, the sort l,ara has played 
against England and Durham. More 
importantly what amazed me was 
that while the left hander was not 
afraid to play his shots, he scriected 
them properly 

What is so special abviut Lara? 

There are many young batsmen 
around these days who also possess 
these qualities. To name a few Basil 
All, Sachin Tendulkar, Vinod Kambli 
Mark Waugh. Why have they not 
achieved the dizzy heights of 
greatness which Lara has managed in 
such a short international career? 

I think it all boils down to attitude, 
discipline and, most of all, fitness.One 
requires all these qualities to stay at 


What Brian Lara has 
achieved in the last few 
weeks is something 
many others before him 
have craved for but 
could not accomplish 


the wicket for long periods and get big 
scores. Allan Border had these three 
qualities, but he lacked the raw talent 
and skill of a lara. Unfortunately, let 
me talk about my favourite players, 
Basil and Tendulkar, they have until 
now not shown the same single 
minded purpose to ac\ umulate runs, 
although they posst*ss ample talent 
and skills. 

Take Basil, for example .Having 
watched him closely, I firnly believe 
he is the sort of batsman, vs'ho nine 
times out of 10 gets himself out, rather 
than the bowler doing anything 
extraordinary. He is a batsman of 
immense calibre, f»ut he has to leant to 
bring more discipline into his batting 
and attitude. To me the biggest 
blunder a class batsman can make is to 
get out after getting into the 30s or 40s. 

There were a number of instances 
in my intemat kinal career when I got 
out after having settled in for a big 


Sachii TaaMkar caa he pal a aa 

4aMcaliaa la aveihari Briaa Lm's 
lacaida? 

score. The reasons, being that either I 
got overconfident and chose the 
wrong shots or relaxed, or the bowler 
succeeded in irritating me. 

Basil's problem I think is similar. He 
is too cheeky. Many of you might be 
wondering why am I ranting about 
Basil and company. The reason is very 
simple. I sincerely believe that wfiat 
Lara has achieved in the last few 
weeks, Basil and fenduldarare 
capable tif bettering the West Indian's 
efforts. 

Lara has accxmiplished much at 
such a young age, but like I said 
before, the best time fora batsman to 
break or create rcatrds is when he is 
young and enthusiastic. As the years 
go by. it becomes all the more difficult 
for a batsman to motivate or gear 
himself to do the impossible. Basil and 
Tendulkar should also take a leaf out 
of Laia's fiook and try to emulate him. 
If they do not, I fear they will be 
wasting away a lot of sheer raw talent 
and opptmuniry. 

The biggest compliment I can ever 
pay to these three youngsters is that if 
Zaheer Abbas was ever asked to selea 
a World Eleven, it would include all 
three of them. 
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INTERVIEW 


Has the Olympic Games heard the 
death knell for amateurism? 

The gradual disappearance of 
amateurism was a phenomenon 
which resulted from the evolution of 
our society. President Samaranch had 
sensed this for a long time. What is 
more, there were already 
professionals in the Game.s in 1976, 
perhaps even in 1972. The President 
had identified the profound changes 
taking place within top level 
com|)etilit»n sport; he therefore 
adopted the {Hjlicy of small stejts, 
moving forward .slowly, but sutely. 

Today when we attend the Games, 
we accept that the athletes are sports 
workers in the greatest media show 
that can be put on. That docs not 
mean that old, traditional sport, sport 
for all, no longer exists It is impossible 
to ignore the changes that television 
has accelerated. At the same time, 
though, we must channel their effeds 
and preserve the old virtues we value. 

Must the Olympic programme be 
changed drastically? 

Logically or illogically. there are many 
rumours going around at the 
moment. I. personally, would be m 
favour of a remodelling. Sport has 
evolved a great deal since I «9<1; 
certain disciplines, some of which did 
not exist then, are more popiiiar than 
others; they have been popularised by 
the media. We must take this into 
account, but at the same time must 
not touch the basic sports. We should 
also see to it that ethics and respect for 
the environment are preserved. 
Before, there were fewer people who 
practised sport, and fewer sports 
facilities. Today, the risks of damage 
are infinitely greater. We must 
constantly be concerned about the 
environment. 

What are the most serious dangers 
threatening the Olympic 
Movement, looking ahead to the 
21st century? 

1 would say first, for the record, the 
political influences from which the 
IOC has to free itself, in the same way 
as those arising from commercial 
considerations. But, first and 


"Ethics should 
he preserved" 


Says PRINCE ALEXANDRE DE MERODE, 
Chairman of the International Olympic 
Committee Medical Commission, after the 
spate of positive drug 
tests in recent 
international athletic 
competitions 



loteinost. there is the driil away frciin 
ethics. Twenty years ago, when you 
menlioned the word, people shrugged 
tiieir sliouldcrs and said: "A 
hackneyed old principle. l.eave it in 
the wardtobe to gather dust. "^Today. 
we are seeing the pendulum swing 
back, and this fundamental principle 
no longer looks as outdated as it did 
two decades ago. Thanks to respect for 
ethics, wc ran tackle the dangers 
which still exist- doping in general, 
and doping which derives troin 
genetic manipulation m particular. 

Is the phenomenon of doping as 
acute a problem as in the past? 

It would bean illusion to say liiat it 
will Ih; completely stamped out one 
day; but it will be contained more and 


It an Hliision 

to say that do^ng 
will ba confipmeiy 
stamped out one 
day; but it will ba 
contained more and 
more effectively 


more effectively. That is one of our 
strengths, but also one of our 
weaknesses. Here, we must, as 1 said 
earlier, take into account the 
evolution of our society. Tims we get 
angry at seeing top level siwirt itself 
producing irreversible abuses, while 
in other areas of activity tliesc same 
abuses produce no reaction. When 
sjMtn is involved, people declare; 
"Careful! The use of such-and-sucli a 
product is unethical!" and the athlete 
is prohibited from practising his 
profession, wliicli is s{H)rt. Elsewhere, 
do people share this concern? 

The contradiaion comes from the 
fact that sport contains values that we 
still unconsciously wish to encourage. 
In fact, the situation is very 
complicated. We have no desire to 
altandon liiese old ideals that we have 
inherited. But in llie current context 
of the world in which wc live, and in 
areas other titan sport, most often wc 
say: "Who cares!" 
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Butch Ruynolds: wu also caught ia a dope left But Reynolits appealed and was found, 
innocent by an Anwrican court. However, the lAAF lefinad to pay damages 


For my part, I maintain that the 
KKl'!. role has always heen to set the 
example to follow. The IOC in itself 
has an mctmtesiahle moral strength 
which lends it universal [rrestige. If we 
were to give up these ethical 
tinruiples, we would be committing 
an irtcparable mistake. 

You have been chairman of the 
Medical Commission for over 25 
years. Is your determination still 
the same? 

My ideas have iioi changed. That is 
perhaps the leaiure ol people who are 
getting old lam m favour of 
maintaining leriam inviolable 
piiiuiples, that is also the case lor 
I'lose who act ompany me. One is 


however allowed to pose tpiestions, 
one can hesitate over certain choices. 
One must remain aware ol the 
contradictions and difficulties which 
arise. 

Since 1966.1 have been fighting fot 
our commission to maintain its 
reasons for existing. In the franiewoi k 
of the Olymjiic Movement, it 
rejirescnts only a small component. 
But over the years, it has been added 
to, has stopped being solely repressive 
and m some way negative. Presiding 
over its late is a fascinating task. 

Going back to doping, in 1992, 
after Barcelona, you gave to 
understand that 10% of the 
winners could have been doped. 


xan you explain what you mean? 

I was referring to the whole of sport. 

At the time, some people, including 
Charles Francis, Ben .Johnson's 
former coach, were claiming that 90% 
of athletes dope. People were trying to 
make doping sttem ordinary: "if 
everyone takes banned sulistanccs, it 
is no longer wrong," was the 
often-heard c'omment. Today, I 
sincerely believe that doping is on the 
decline. Moreover, a maximum of 
10% is low, if yon want to extend the 
discussion to other activities. The 
essential thing is to remain capable of 
coming to terms with reality and 
better organise dissuasion, without 
neglccning suppression. 

One, two or four years is not that 
important. The sanction is 
unavoidable, but it is not a solution in 
itself, ft must be in proportion to the 
offeiuecommitted; but we should not 
imagine that its implacable nature is 
enough to stop doping. 

I'irsi, we must try to understand 
wfiy this phenomenon exists. When 
we have done that, we will have 
diminished it significantly. We are 
already quite close to it. a single list of 
banned substances and doping 
methods is accepted by everyone 
Wtiere the disparity between 
sanctions is coruerned, we still have to 
discuss this carefully 

Isn't it paradoxical to continue to 
have lower penalties for offences 
committed by professionals than 
by amateurs? 

I'Oilcssioiial competition is a job. 

Here, we are dealing with a 
conception which is the counterfxiini 
of the "playing" aspc-cl of sport, hence 
the frequent recourse by profc'ssionals 
ici civil courts The notion of 
profession protects them against any 
excesses of sports law, which would 
make iheiri unemployed for life. 

This is a serious prolilem which 
affects the way of seeing things. Those 
who practise sports as a leisure activity 
have a job. If you suspend their 

Katrin Krabbe; a stunning fall from graca. 

She was caupht in a dope test and 
banned from intematianal 
competititon 
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sporting activity, yoo do not affect 
their professional aaivity, and do not 
alter their means of earning a living. 

In the past at the Olympic Games, 
there were no professionals, and the 
punishment was one-sided in the 
context of a subsidiary activity. Today, 
we are dealing %vith numerous 



athletes with a professional or 
comparable status, ive must draw all 
the conclusions, even if morally this 
offends those who are attached to a 
single code of ethics applicable to 
everyone. 

Do you think that there is a rapid 
solution? 

We must take our time. Our role is to 
coordinate. We establish principles in 
particular the one concerning random 
testing. Many International 
Federations have already moved in 

litMxiliyliM 
OfynifileClitHrter 
inrhicfiivMciriMa 
two-yaar ban for the 
lisa iiafitaiakia and 
liaiindnaaiiliataf^^ 

this direction. We shall scxm be able to 
organise joint action valid, without 
warning for several sports at once. 

This will be possible once we have 
achieved unification on the 
equipment and procedure tt) be used. 
That will .still leave the question of 
sanaions. We shall get round the table 
again and decide on a minimum 
threshold. For my part, 1 stand by the 
Olympic Charter which specifies a 
two-year ban for the use of steroids 
and hormone substances. When all 
the IFs have signed Charter 
documents, they will have (o respect 
it, even outside the Games. This 
should be done before Atlanta. 
Twenty-one fFs have already ratifed 
ilic preliminary text c'siablished in 
Lausanne Iasi January. We must 
continue to be both understanding 
and persuasive, which docs not mean 
renouncing our principles. • 

COUBTTSY IHt OlYMOCREVIfW 
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PROFILE 



Brazil Never Played 


Teenaged Ronaldo is on a six-million dollar transfer to 
PSV Eindhoven and is being seen as the next big star of world football 


■ N an mtiTvicw t<> a sports 
magazine last year, Bcbeio had 
said that a lu-w geneiation ol 
young footballing stars were 
breaking through. Rebeto was 
referring to [ilayers like Rai, Lmz 
Uenrique and Antonio Carlos but 
(•erhatis he forgot to inention 
Konaldo. or rathei, Ronaldo I.ui/ 
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Na/ario de Lima. Ronaldo was an 
unknown quantity then, but it was 
just a matter ol tune before he would 
emerge as a iiiajor force in Brazilian 
soccer. 

Months before the World Cup in 
the USA, Ronaldo's name began to 
appear in the dailies because of his first 
pro season performance in which he 


scored SS goals in 57 matches for his 
chib Cruzeiro. The 
teenager—although there is lutthing 
childish about him—had then made 
SIX internattonal appearances for 
Brazil and even managed to score a 
goal against Iceland. 

Ronaldo is a prolific scorer, fie can 
shoot with both feet, intelligent, has 






BomM (in bim) doing tiw victory lap aftar 

Brazil wan the World Cup in Ame^a 

exccllcm dribbling skills and is also 
g(H>d in the air. People went to the 
extent of comparing him with Pele, 
wlio starred for Brazil in ihe 1958 
World Cupasa 17-ycdr-old. 

Carlos Alberto Parreira. the Brazilian 
coach, observed him closely and siwin 
inducted Ronaldo in the national 
camp fr<»m where he was chosen for 
USA '94. But ill America, the 
inexperienced teenager played 
second fiddle to the more exiieiienced 
duo of Romano and Bebeto. At least 
vmie players in the Brazilian team 
thought Ronaldo would probably find 
a plate in the first eleven since 
Parreira's old mother had a lot of 
admiration for the youngster. 

Admiration is all very well, but 
coach Parreira wasn't in any miMxl of 
playing Ronaldo for the sake of 
national interest When he was made 
to sit 111 the substitute's bench for the 
entire tournament, he was a bit 
annoyed. In San fTancisco, Ronaldo 
even thought of asking his coach why 
he wasn't being given a chance. 
However, Parreira may have been 
reluctant in using him in USA '94. but 
he was optimistii that the teenager 
was going to emerge as a major player 
in the luture. "With some jieople, you 
just know they are going to 1 k' great, 
and Ronaldo is one of them," said the 
national coach. 

In the meantime, Ronaldo's 
presence in the United States and his 
brilliant performance graph at home 
autoniaticaliy made him an 
outsiaiuling prospea for Brazil, 
huropean clubs also took nonce of 
hmi In May this year, Ajax of 
Amsterdam made a six-million dollar 
offer to the player, but his club 
(iruzeiro waited for belter offers, 

Barcelona Joined in the race but the 
electronic giants. Philips shelved the 
hopes of other bidders by inducting 
him in their own PSV hindhoven by 
matching the sum of $ 6 million. It is a 
sum of money which Ronaldo will 
probably find difficult to handle at 
such a young age. What he will need, 
therefore, is good counselling. 

Rob Hughes of The Times says: 


"Time will tell if Ronaldo loses the 
carefree youth. Like so much in life, 
rejietition is the source and the goal of 
atlainmeiii—yet. boredom with 
repetition drives men to drink. " And 
Ronaldo should Ik* more careful. 
Cautious. Because his is a story from 
rags to riches--and all too soon. Yes, 
he, like many of his star jiredecessors, 
is a lad from the back streets of Brazil 
who knows the pathet ic story of the 
legendary World CupjierCarrincha, 
the "Little Bird" who died 
prematurely due to eccessive 
alcoholism. But Ronaldo can take a 
few lessons by following in the 
footsteps of vintage goalscorers. like 
Gerd Muller, .lohan Cruyff and Franz 
Beckenbauer to name a few. 

Ronaldo is a rare talent for sure, but 


right-winger Jairzinho look the kid 
under his wings. 

The specialised training did him a 
world of good and Sao Cristovao soon 
cashed in on its investment, selling 
him to Cruzeiro. And it was in this 
club that Ronaldo's cart'er graph 
began to rise Thereafter, he has been 
stnmgly recommended by Zia>, 
Ttistao and eventually Pele for his 
inclusion in the national side for the 
USA '94. Tostao, who played with 
Pele in 1970 declared; "He is a 
phenomenon! He'98 txrmpletc 
attacker-good physique, intelligent, 
ruthless, he has everything it takes!" 

In May this year, when strikers 
Romario and Bebeto were doing duty 
for their Spanish Clubs, young 



he is a talent yet to be tested and that 
too in the tough Furopean club 
league Looking back, Rtiiialdo's early 
life had been one full ol woes. His 
formative yeais were full ol 
oticenaimy as the hoy from the 
wastelands ol Bemo Kcbciro district 
(neat ihe Brazilian tap'lal ol Rio de 
•lanerio) grew jj). But .nlike many 
others, Ronaldo is Sonunate although 
he, at the age of 15, was rejected by the 
renowned l-lamengo clul)—which 
boasts of having assessed thousands of 
juniors annually —just because he 
was ptKir. His parents couldn't even 
afford the bus tares for practice. 

To Ronaldo s gcKKl luck, however, 
there was light at the end of the 
tunnel. The precociously talentc'-d 
player was taken to Sao Cristovao 
where the 1970 World Cup Brazilian 


A smling RoBaMo wMi toammiB Viola who is 
kissnglkatnigliy 

Ronaldo finally got the break to prove 
his jiotcntial His selection saw him 
score his first international goal 
against Iceland. Although he may 
have been disajipointed for not 
gelling a World Cup match, Ronaldo 
was euphoric after receiving a gold 
medal for Brazil's triumph....and a 
ticket to PSV Eindhoven. 

Rob Hughes, however, speaks in 
favour of the lad even if he did not 
play in USA '94. "The argument is 
irrelevcnt now. The clo.sesl Ronaldo 
came to the World Cup was a full part 
in training, a full jian in the revelry, 
and a yellow balloon with which he 
kept slapping the men who had 
aaualiy won the trophy." • 

Subhasti Saicar • 



PRIME SPORTS THIS 


imiBIEVEIIIfS 

SF.PT. 7; Quadrangular 
tnckcl in Sri l^n- 
ka—Australia vs Paki¬ 
stan (day); Jayalalitha 
Gold Cup riuc-rnational 
Football for Women, 
Madras; US 0|K-n tennis. 
New York; World Swiin- 
niing Cltanip, Rome 
SCPr ft: National 

Throwball Champion¬ 
ship. Nagpur; Jayalalitha 
Gold Cup International 
Fiwtball for Women. 
Madras; World Cup Ath¬ 
letic Champ, C ryslal 

Palace (London). Fiiro- 
pean Open Golf, Last Sns 
sex; World Champion¬ 
ship Wrestling, Tampera 
(Finland); US Open ten 
ms. New York, World 
Swimming Champ, 
Rome. 

SEP I 9- Quadrangular 
cricket in Sri lanka- In¬ 
dia vs Sn Lanka 
(day/night). National 
Throwball champ, Nag¬ 
pur; Jayalalitha Gold 


Cup international Foot¬ 
ball lor Women, Madras. 
World Cup Atliletii 
Champ, Crystal Palaie 
(London); European 
t)pcn Golf, East Sussex; 
World Championship 
Wrestling, Tamiwra (Fin¬ 
land). US Oix:n tennis. 
New York, World Swim¬ 
ming ('hamp, Rome. 
SEPT 10: National 
Tlirowball Charriii, Nag- 
(lur, Jayalalitha Gold 
Cup Intemalional Foot¬ 
ball fot Women. Madras. 
World Cup Athletic 
Champ, Crystal Palace 
(London), European 
0()en Golf. East Sussex. 
World Chamiiionship 
Wiestliiig. Tampera (Eiii- 
land). US 0[)en tennis. 
New York; World Row¬ 
ing Champ. lndiaiia|iolis, 
European Masters Cup 
TT. Germany; World 
Swimming Champ, 


Rome 

sr.KT. 1 i. Quadrangular 
Cricket in Sri Lanka—^Pa¬ 
kistan vs Sri 1 anka (day); 
Dutch Grand Prix motor- 
cyi ling. Assen; World 
Championship Wrest¬ 
ling, Tampera (Finland); 
US 0()en tennis. New 
York. EJkhart l,ake 
niotor-idcing, Wiscon¬ 
sin; World Rowing 
Champ. Indianapolis, 
European Masters Cup 


cricket in Sri lanka—In- 
vs Pakistan 
(day/night); Last Coiitity 
championship matches, 
England; British Masters 
Golf, Woburn; World 
Rowing Champ. 

Indianapitlis. 

SEPl 16. World Cup 
canoeing final. Slalom, 
Japan, British Masters 
Ciolf. Woburn; World 
Rowing ('hamp, 

IfidiaiiaiMilis. 


Linfoni Chrittra wiimiRg the lOOm rmal to become the fastest 
man OR earth 



Motorcycling is very popular on Prime Sports. Watch the Grand 
Prix event live from Assen 







FORTNIGHT 


EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 

INDl P} N;di,N< I', < I'PCl K‘This wilH>can annual 
MKcrr tournament organised by the Qatai FiKitball 
AssfX'iation. The QFA has decided to invite seven national 
teams inriiiding India lor the inaugural meet. Prime Sports 
will broadcast over 16 hours of live coverage from September 
IS at 9. JO pm and 11.30 am everyday. Stay tuned. 

SDtXLR. Wednesday 7; Chinese ScKcei League at 1 am and 

European ScK'cer Show at 7 am 

Saturday 10: European Soccer Show at 5 pm. 

Sunday 11: European ScK'cer Show at 3.30am and Futbol 
Mundialat 2.30pm. 

Monday 12; FutiKil Mundialat I am. 

Tuesday 13; European Soccer Show at 4 am. 

Thursday 15: European Soccer Show at 1 am. 

Friday 16; Asian Football Show at 3.30 pm. 

Saturday 17: Asian Football Show at 12.30 am and Eurapean 
Sixcer Show at 4.30 pm. 

Sunday 18: Football Mundialat 2.30pm. 

Monday 19- Futbol Mondial at 7.30 am. 


VVCIRI r? swiMMtSi 1 tr-SMiMiiNSUiPN Prime Sports 
presents live coverage of the 1994 Championships from Rome. 
So tune in on Wednesday onwards for the highlights at 10.30 
am and at 2 pm. Men and women's diving finals on 
Wednesday and Thursday. Synchronised switnming solo and 
pairs on Friday and Saturday (7-11 Sept). 


Friday 9- Wrestling Spotliglit at 9.30am. 

Satunlay 10; Wrestling Spotlight at 3 am and Mania at 6 pm. 
Sunday 11: Wrestling Mania at 4.30am. 

Tuesday 1 3: Wrestling Mania at 3 am. 

Friday 16: Wrestling Spotlight at2.30 pm. 

Saturday 17: Wrestling Spotlight at 1.30 am and Mania at 3.30 
pm. 


Sunday 11: FI World Championship Italian Grand Prix from 
Monza, Italy at 6 pm. 

Monday 12: Italian Grand Prix from Monza at 3 am and 
American Motorcycling Grand Prix at 3.30 pm. 

Tuesday 13; American Motorcycling Grand Prix at 10 pm and 

8.30 am; Superbikes from Assen, Nciherlands at 7.30 pm. 
Wednesday 14: Italian Grand Prix from Monza at 12,30 am 
and 8.30 am; Siijieibikes from Assen at 11.30 am. 



lENNlS: 

US Open tennis from Wednesday 7 to Sunday 11 at 9.30 pm. 

11.30 am and at 8.30 pm (men and women's quaner-finals 
and semis will be play^). Women's singles final at 4 pm and 
men's final will be shown on Monday at 1.30 am, 7.30 and 

4.30 pm. 






M onday mornings on the 
London urtderground are 
busier than usual 

Offiee-hoiir eonmiulers weave their 
way around seqienline queues of 
people lined up to buy weekly passes 
We had been standing in the queue 
for 1 “i iiunuies when a short 'black' (as 
in Alritan) man sneakily slipped into 
the line in front of the Indian-looking 
genlleinan in front of me. The 
gentleman (I later came to know he 
was from Pakistan) lapped the man 
and told him to join the queue at the 
end. The man. unfa/ed, turned 
around and told the Pakistani, "Hey, 
you re btac k and Tm black, you don't 
(e.spletive) tell me what to dti." Then 
turning to me (and not knowing that 
my whiteness was only skin dee|)and 
was not indicated in the passjiort that 
the Regional Passjiort office in 
('.akiilta had issued me) he declared, 
"He's white, if he tells tne to go back, 1 
will, but you don't (expletive) tell me 
what to do " 

Tfial is tfie kind of racism (in reverse 
really) that is prevalent in Fngland 
even today. 

rliat is why one was astounded to 
read a jiiece in The Tiine\ proclaiming 
that ifi<‘only gentlemen left in 
Fngland cricket were blacks', 
rheauthoi, Wifliain Rees-Mogg 


must have copped some flak when he 
attempted to turn tradition on its head 
in his article Btaek gentlemen, white 
;i/ayer.s.lm|irc-ssed by Devon 
Malcolm's reaction after his 
match-wmriing nine-wicket haul 
agamsi the South Africans at The 
Oval, Rec's Mogg wrote; 

"H David C.ower did not exist, one 
might ihmk tfiat the only geiillemeri 
in nuKferii f'riglish cricket were lilac k. 
By 'gentlemi iT I do not mean 
somc'one who has iiifieriiecl broad 
acres frorti an ancient lineage. 1 mean 
someone who lives by the chivalrous 
ernie o!-courage i oinbmed with 
gerierosily to others and modesty 
aboul liimself." 

Tfie case wsis given gieaier 
credibility when the laliloids went lo 
town with the news ol Liiglaiid 
all-rounder Ptiill'ji De Freitas dragging 
a sleejiirig neighhoui to sately after he 
iioliccd smoke billowing from ihc 
home of an RS-ycar old tVrsc/eri 
Cnckd Monthly (jiioled the relieved 
jiensioner, who had lallen asleeji allci 
leaving a jiati on the siovc, assaying. 
"I'm glad hefioiiglu the house iiesi 
door " 

On the Hip side of ihecom was ihe 
case of recalled Fngland sjiirmei Phil 
Tuliiell, who was fined by a l.oiidoii 

Phil Tiifnell with his daughter Ellie 



court to pay ctimjK'nsation to his 
former girlfriend Jane McFvoy after 
he admitted lo slapping and kicking 
her, when told their relationsliip was 
over. Tuhiell was also fined after 
pleading guilty to careless driving and 
failing to stop after an accident. 

The Mail on Sunday carried a 
three-jiage leal tire by .lane McF.voy 
recalling howTtifnell "wrecked her 
lile" and how she was on "the brink ol 
suicide." While describing how her 
"blue-eyed blonde" turned from "an 
adtit ing lover into a violent and 
VICIOUS patiiier," she disclosed how 
the cricketer didn't contact Iut till 4 
am, tfie night their daughter (yes. 
they were just girllriend and 
btiylru'ticl) was born 

Tufnell, of course, has always heeti 
considered something less than a 
geiiileiuan, but when 'jirojialT 
i nglisliiiien like i ajitaiii Mike 
Alheiioii 'soil' their rejuitalioii, then 
Rees-Mogg's theoiy may actually In a 
Uiiisrii 

rhe only humoiiroiis ejiisodc'ol the 
Atherton ball tainjiermg coiuroversy, 
came m the course of a television 
oi'inion [loll when a lady, whose 
trie ket jw.ncness iivals my 
knowledge of electro magnetism, 
wondered aloud why the I'.rigland 
captain had to "play with his halls m 
[iiiblic " 

So much have the levels of condiict 
(and the playing standards?) gone 
down 111 Fnglisfi cricket, that rumour 
has it that (ireat Britain Rugby League 
prop-lorward Neil Cowie may 
accoinjiaiiy the Fngland cricket team 
on their Ashes tour. Why? Simply 
because Cowic has it in him to beat tfie 
Aussiesat their own game. Cowie 
recently became an English sporting 
hero wfien he drank S1 cans of lager 
on the llight Irorii Australia to 
F- gland, bre aking the "record" set by 
Australian batsman David Boon (who 
beat Rod Marsh's record) in 1989. 

Oh, by the way, in ca.se you were 
wondering, the hustler' at the 
underground booking office 
eventually did take his designated 
jilace at the end of the queue., 
because 1 told him to. # 

Andy O'Brien 



















Power packed low smoke new Castro! JETTX (Japanese Engine 
Technology Two-stroke oil tor Xcellent performance) for instant take offs. 
Especially formulated for today's compact, high speed, high performance, 
high tech Japanese engine motorcycles and scooters. 

New Castrol JETTX contains 3 unique components: 

POWER X : A synthetic base for clean, smokeless burn . No 
carbon deposits. Therefore, more power . 

CASTROLUBE 90: For better lubricity even under gruelling 
conditions. 

TRIPLE ADDITIVE SYSTEM: Reduces friction, wear & tear. 
Enhances engine cleanliness. Ensures superior engine protection, 
longer engine life and smooth, trouble-free performance . 

So go ahead. Zap other riders. Get off to a flying start with 
Castrol JETTX. And leave the rest way behind. 

AiiiMinarIna blua Caatrol JETTX ia avaltabla In axclualva allvar packa of 1 litre, 
500 ffll and 250 ml at lasdtng Auto Aecaaaory ahopa. 

Spaelatly raeonunanded for Yamaha, Kawaaafci, Suzuki, KInatIc Honda, Raidoot, 


Yazdl, Baiat and Vaapa two-artiaatara. 
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Fame, People's expectations. Team 
responsibilities. Comparisons 
with other batsmen. Are all these 
weighing Sachin Tendulkar down? 


FROM ROBIN CHAHERJEE, COLOMBO 



C ONFlDENCt. That's 

probably the key word to 
use if you're trying to make 
ciii assessment t)f Sachin 
'rendulkar's persona today. 

Confidence. He simply seems tt) 
radiate it. Which also probably 
ex|)lains why his lace is Hushed and 
rc-dall ihe lime.Tendulkar himsell 
manages to instil a firm belief in those 
who are thrown into close quarters 
with him, while still retaining Ins 
hitherto adolescent qualities Today, 
however. Ins eyes burn with a quiet 
intensity, a sign that he has come to 
terms with what he means to people 
all around him There are those who 
treat him ic-verentially and there are 
those who treat him — in spite of his 
age—as an equal Nevertheless, 
though Tendulkar sometimes longs to 
portray his human qualities'.qualities 
that are tnore or less suited to his age, 
he knows that at times he must not, 
for fear o( coming down in people's 
estimates. 

Which brings us all to wonder what 
will it be like when Sachin Tendulkar 
is appointed captain ol the Indian 
cricket team? The appointment, when 
it dcK's come, will not be a bolt from 
the blue. Rather, it will be met with 
the same kind of qtiiet acceptance, 
which was the same response to his 
previous promotion: to that of 
vice-captain. One thing's for sure, 
there aren't going to be any deliaies in 
Parliament questioning Ihe 


correctness of the decision. 

The fact is that even if Azharuddin is 
enjoying the support ol his peers and 
even though he has had a couple of 
senes' wins (against Sri l,anka, 
England and Zimbabwe in Tests) to 
bolster his claims, the bottomline is 
that Tendulkar has been learning 
from behind the wings the art of 
captaincy and man manageiiient. And 
what's more, when the time does 
come, he will be quietly ready to 
assume the mantle that has been left 
behind by Azhar. In fact, Tendulkar 


has already had a sampling of the 
impending promotion. 

"It was during our last tour to Sri 
La'nka," he reminisces. "Azhar was 
not available on the licld for the day 
and the job of handling the team was 
thrust upon me. It was then that i 
started tolearn the basics of the trade." 

So should we take that as a fact to 
base our premise upon and suggest 
that Tendulkar is ready to be elevated 
to the post of captaincy in the near 
future? 

"Definitely," Tendulkar himsell 


KAMAL JtllKA 



As vice-captain, 
andnwmbar 
of tiia touring 
salactioii 

committea, be now 
sitsontheotbar 
aide of tbe fence 
witb captain Aibar 
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endorses. "Bui there is still a lot ol 
time for it. If I'm ready now. I'll still be 
ready later. Httwever. 1 think that at 
the moment Azhar is doing a fine job, 
so it would nut make any sense to 
replace him in place of me. I would 
like tob<‘ captain yes, but not out ol 
turn." 

Wide eyed and totally without 
pretensions rendulkar today still dws 
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not seem to present the picture that 
would seem to suggest that he is in 
line lor the Indian captaincy. But his 
age and his boyish looks are not a 
reliable barometer and should be 
disaiunted. 

Evidence suggests that Indian 
cricket has witnessed the 
apiwintment of young captains. Tiger 
Pataudi, captained the country at the 


DMpil* Hm bwdmt of tM Micli 
onocMwn (ran ihopiiMiG, ho finds Ime 
to orank iiitD a laogli now and Ihon 

age of 21. Lala Amamath too was 
bestowed with the appointment at the 
same age. Tendulkar by these 
standards is already 21, and what is 
most important is that he is serving 
out a very valuable and educative 
apprenticeship under Azharuddin. 
The |K)sition trf vice-captain in the 
Indian cricket team is by all accounts a 
farcical one. In the domestic arena.it 
probably means nothing but on an 
overseas tour he has to undergo a lot 
of interaction between him and the 
captain. What is even more crucial is 
the fact that he is part of the tour 
selection committee, which means 
that he holds the key to the future of 
many players. 

There is ample evidence of this: 
when Sachin Tendulkar only just 
began to hog the headlines, Kapil Dev, 
Manoj Prabhakar and Navjot Sidhu 
were seasoned veterans. The fact that 
Tendulkar should actually sit down 
with the powers that be and decide on 
whether they should play a particular 
game or not, can make for a very 
awkward situation. 

The problem — and there is one— 
is that Tendulkar has so far 
otneentrated totally on developing 
himself as a cricketer. He had this 
incredible run lust that just would not 
be apiteased. And while he was going 
about this business t»f his, he had no 
other extra commitments. But 
suddenly he has been perceived as an 
administrator... a leader. He now has 
to address the problems and 
grievances of his other teammates and 
carry it to his skipper. Surely that is 
difficult? 

"Not really," says Tendulkar. "If 1 
make a decision based on what I know 
is the correct option and the team is 
behind me, we go ahead and 
implement it. If, on the other hand, I 
make a decision which in the long run 
would prove to be the wrong one then 
I lake the advice of the team. What is 
most important is the fact that the 
team is always a part of these things." 
What is more clear, however, is the 



KAMM. AHXA 



fact that along wiih his batting, 
'rciuhilkar will also have to constantly 
work on his man-management skills. 

It is a fine art and definitely one that 
he will need to adopt constantly in the 
years to come. 

But then again on the flip side, it is 
not just his elevated posting that is 
posing him difficulties. It is also his 
prrtdigious talent as a batsman. While 
It is true that Tendulkar has scaled 
some very high peaks and .set some 
equally high standards, he has fallen 
victim to his own fame. The sudden 
emergence of Vmod Kambli, 
Tendulkar's best friend and Brian Lara 
of the West Indies has ensured that 
Tendulkai has to perform, and 
consistently, ii he has to be spoken of 
in the same breath as them. To make 
matters worse, there was always the 
fear that the Indian public can be very 
fickle 111 their assessment. But 
Tendulkar seems to have managed to 
set those rumours at rest. He has 
chosen the safest option and that is the 
policy of no reaction. 

"Initially everyone started out by 
making comparisons between 
In/amaih and me." said rendulkar. 
"Then as Vinod (Kambli) stalled to 


Having faiM against Sri Lanka in tke 
opmiing nwteh, Sackin cama gomi against 
Anttralia wMi a nwidnn cantwy 

perform, it was between me and him. 
Today it is between I.ara and me. Still 
for me, there is no tension." 

No tension.■* The mileage that the 
four protagonists were getting out of 
the critics was taking on a pretty 
unhealthy pattern. In fact, it was 
being rumoured that Tendulkar and 
Kainbli's friendship was on the rocks 
for some time because of it It was 
being sacrificed at the altar of fame 
and fortune. 

■■ That is not true." asserted 


“What ail this did was to 
make (Vinod and me| 
grow up a iittie and we 
managed to sit down 
and clear things out. We 
decided that if anyone of 
us had a problem we 
should discuss it before 
making a decision." 


Tendulkar. "Initially the press did 
make it out to lie that we were having 
problems. But that is not correct. 

What all this did do, however, was 
make us grow up a little and we 
managed to sit down and cleat things 
out. We decided that if anyone of us 
ever had a problem, we should discuss 
It with each other before making a 
decision This has helped us 
understand each other a great deal." 

Tendulkar's answers seem to 
suggest that he has matured a great 
deal ovei the years. Still, he somehow 
manages to give the iiiiprc'ssion that 
he is a loner at heart: a man who takes 
refuge in his own world. A world that 
IS masked by those dark sunglasst's 
that he constantly wears and 
camouflaged with.o the raucous 
sounds of the rexk music that he 
constantly hears on his diseman. 

It will lx imperative for Tendulkar 
to slowly come out t>f his shell and be a 
little more approachable. In fact, there 
are still a lot of intiy-gritiies that are 
yet to be sorted out But then again, 
that is the natural process that 
Tendulkar has to undergo if he is to lx 
a leader of men rather than a boy 
among them.• 
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Clockwrist from rigta: 


Tho Indiwi teom lakes the field 
led by captain Aiharaddia 


The Sri Lankans gave their home 
supporters plenty to shout ahout 
with some splendid cricket 


Vinod Kambii poses with tho 
mascot of the Singer World Series 


Australian nwnager Bob Simpson 
and captain Mark Taylor at a 
formal function 
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PH OTO FEATURE 



Aj^ Jsdaja and Venkal|iathy 
Rain take time off to pose with 
Iraditioaaf Sri Lankan dancers 


Kamfili m action against Sii 
Lanka as Azhar lo^ on 
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SIEPMIO 


SBKVO'S SHOES 



«■■■ ytu Hvaitp tvar 4H iitUPiat lakpicaitt aii iraatat, tkara'a praclaat iittia 
caaipatitapt caa it (txcapt. aiayka. taka tkalp kata alt ta mtVOl). Taiay, aaa aat al aaapy 
twa vakiclaa ia iaila paaa aa SKKVO. la tact, §smvO*» aapaplap tackaalapy paaa way 

kayaai aiatapcyclas, acaatapa, capa. yaaa, |aapa, tpacka, ... tpactapa. |g^«kat 

paaa lata yaap cap ia actaally tka lakpicatlap fapca kakiai tka wapil'a lappaat pall aatwapk. Tka 
kpaai tkat plaaa aavapa pawap ta yaap kika,|j||^alaa kaapa Mla'a lataat apwy taafca flaktiap 
m.jjjfflhSMKVO Viptaaiiy waaaa tka^/ ^^wkaala at lailaa ialaatpy. Witk aaap 4fl ilflapaat 
RpaPaa al lakpicaata aaa ppaaaaa aaa 8,Mi patpal atatiaaa acpaaa tka caaatpy, wa'aa cawa 
a laap way. lalapa taaalap tkaip kata lata tka piap, aap aawly-appiwaa fpiaaka kata a littta kit 
al catcklap-ap ta aa. Cawpatlap caa caaia iatap. 


servo: tie miEST MIGE IF lltLITT LIIIICUTt. FIf N IMIillil. 
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HOT-SHOT 




Now the taciturn, 18-year-old, baby-faced 
Jaspal Rana, has made shooting fashionable 
and glamorous. For most Indians, he is our 
best f>ct fora gold medal at the forthcoming 
Hiroshima Asiad. His rise to fame is again the 
saga of a family rather than the federation 
playing a significant role. 

The 12th Asian Games at Hiroshima will be 
the hour of reckoning for Indian sports. The 
naRging sense of loss and disapimintment at 
the Beijing Asiad four years ago has to be 
overcome by a better jKTformance at 
Hiroshima. At Beijing, India won just one gold 
medal, eight silver and 14 bronze medals. The 





T wo years ago, Limba Ram was the 
boy with the golden arrow. When he 
equalled a world record, in an 
international meet, archery was the 
topic of discussion all over the country. 
Suddenly bullseye was not just a juicy sweet 
for grubby schoolboys but a sporting term of 
imporiaiK'e. There was an archery Ircnzy in 
the country. Similarly Vishwanathan Anand 
in 1991 by his successes in chess, enhanced 
the popularity of his sport so that for the 
average Indian, Sicilian Gambit and Queen's 
ojHniing did not remain as references to the 
Mafia or Royally. 





SPOTLIGHT 


solitary gold medal was in kabaddi. As the 
Asian Games at Hiroshima loom large on the 
horizon, sports Ians and the layman from 
Kanyakumari to Kashmir have pinned their 
hopes on 18-year-oId Jas|)al Rana for gold 
medals. The boy with the Midas touch, is on a 
hat-trick of gold medals. He won the gold 
medal at the World Junior championships at 
Milan, followed by two golds, a silver and 
bronze at the Commonwealth Games at 
Victoria. By his feats, Jaspal has made 
shooting glamorous. It is now a topic of 
discussion on buses, in the drawing rooms, 
over cocktails, at kilty parties, amongst 
students, executives and blue collar workers 
Conversation revolves around India's medal 
prosper is in shooting at the Asiad. 

Till- average Ian is now emotionally 
dttacheil to Jaspal Rana's medal hopes. They 
have already opened Jaspal's acrouiil at the 
Hiroshima Asiad. Most sports Ians feel that 
one gold medal toi Jaspai Kana is assured at 
Hiioshima. They are keeping their fingeis 
crossed that he ran emulate his 
l ommonwealth Games pei fornianceand gel 
a baglul ol medals At lliioshima, Jaspal will 
paitkipate in three events, the (.t'ntre-Fire 
Pistol, Standard Pistol and Air Pistol <;vems. 

( .oiupelition will be still, as tlie Chinese, 
Jaiianese, both the Koreas, Mongolia and 
from the erstwhile Soviet Republics, have 
shooters of high calibre. Much will depend on 
the lest that Jaspai gets between his three 
events I'or without adequate resi, he can 
show human frailty in a high (iressute 
situation 

I'lie father of the teenage pistol sensation, 
Narayan Singh Rana says, "I have strong faith 
in Jaspal's ability to win gold medals and 
achieve high stores. He has the temperament 
and nerves of steel ' Coach Sunny Thomas 
also feels that .laspaTs biggest asset is that, “he 
is not overawed by famous names or by the 
occasion. He is a fighter, with a high level of 
conceniral ion, so essential for success in 
shooting." 

Hailing from the Tehri Garhwal in Utiar 
Pradesh, 18-year-old Jaspal Rana vindicates 
the old adage that when the going gets tough, 
the tough get going. His road to success dales 
back to the day, when he fired his first shot as 
an eight-year-old in 1985. He hails from a 
family steeped in shooting history. Father 
Narayan Singh Rana was a shooter of repute, 
winning a gold medal and two silvers in the 
All India Police meet in 1980. Mother Shyama 
was no slouch with the guns and has a gold 


medal to her credit. His younger brother 
Subash Rana was a member of the Indian 
junior team which went to Milan. 
Fourteen-year-old sister, Sushma is also a 
keen shooter. 

It was under his father's tutelage tnat 
Jaspal's formative years in shooting 
commenced. N.S. Rana,who was in the 
Indo-Tibetan Border Polict^used to take Jaspal 
regularly to the shooting range. He took to the 
sport like the proverbial duck to water. The 
hunger, the sparkle for success, was evident at 
a tender age also. With the pistol in his hand, 
Jaspal showed that genius is traditionally 
resistant of definition. His father claims, 

"from the very beginning, he showed c high 
level of concentration " 

His concentration is so legendary, that 
adverse circumstances do not distract him 
Just befoie his departure lor the World Junior 
Championships at Milan, Jasjial's lavotirite 
motorcycle was stolen near his house. He was 
upset at this loss but did not lei the loss distiact 
him, kept his nerves and bagged a gold medal. 
But as they say, foriune favours the bold. 

After his success at Victoria, his sponsor and 
mentor Mr SanieerThapar of JCT has assured 
him a Maruti Gypsy as a reward for his efforts. 

What Hindustan Zinc has done for IJmba 
Ram and Ramco for Visliwanathan Anand, 
JCT has achieved for Jaspal Rana. In his 
formative years when he was improving by 
leaps and bounds, Jaspal was in urgent need 
for financial help. It was JCT which came to 
the rescue more by chance than design. 
Jaspal's father terms the JCT sponsorship like 
an act of 'divine intervention.' 

Sameei Thapar.’the executive director ol 
JC'r, a keen shooter and body-builder, came to 
the 1'ughlakabad Range in 1992, looking for 
someone who could set his Iranccc's gun. He 
then enquired about any promising shooters. 
Jaspal’s name cioirjred up. SameerThapar 
consented to support the leenagcd sensation. 
Thus Jaspal joined JCT as a sports assistant in 
December 1992. Jaspal's father Narayan 
Singh Rana admiis, "All the support my son 
has received is due to MrThapar. After his 
Commonwealth Games success, his stipend 
was increased from Rs4,500 to Rs 10,000 per 
month." 

So Sameer Thapar is the Good Samaritan 
who salvaged Jaspal's career which could 
have floundered for the inevitable lack of 
finance. Shooting is an expensive sport. A 
calibre pistol costs Rs 1.5 lakhs. Ammunition 
alone costs Rs 5,000, which docs not last for 


Shooting is an 
expensive 
sport. A calibre 
pistol costs Rs 
1.5 lakhs. 
Ammsioitioo 
alone costs 
Rs 5,000. 
which 

does not la.st 
mare than a 
few training 
sessions. Such 
expenses are 
bevood the 
reach ol the 
middle class 
famsh,. 
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more than a few training sessions. Such 
expenses are beyond the reaeft of a middte 
elass family. JCT takes care of his ammunition 
and gun expenses. .ICT's quiet but effective 
sponsorship is laudable. SameerThapar has 
aptly shown that "they also serve who only 
stand and wait (read sponsor)." His Alma 
Mater St. Stephen's, the oldest and most 
prestigious eollege ol Delhi University, has a 
tradition <»1 eneouraging and producing 
international class shooters The late Dr Kami 
Singh, lOA secretary and shooting ai e 
Randfiir Singh, gold medallists m the trap 
event at Victoria, Mansher Singh and Vivek 
Singh a bronze- inedalirsi at the recent 
Commonwealth Games are all from St 
Stephen's College 

.laspal first hogged the limelight at the 33rd 



Jaspal Rana with another Commonwealth Games 
■old winner Mansher Singh 

Nationals in Madras, in Dec. '89 and .fan. '90 
when he bagge-d gold medals in all the five 
events he competed m. His father was now 
confident tftat he could be a world-beater. 
Narayan Singh Rana took the plunge and 
gambled with his job. He quit the elite Special 
Protection Group (SPG) which he had joined 
in 198S and became a sluMiting coach with 
SAl in 1991 I’his got him access to the 
Tughlakabad Range and he could spend 
hours imparting tips to his son. He htt the bulls 
eye in the international scene at the inaugural 
South AsiariShootmg Championships in 
Colombo in .fuly '92 with a gold medal and 
SAP record. Tfie rest as they say is history. This 
slim, confident teenager shooting prodigy can 
ensure that Indian eyes remain smiling at 
Hiroshima. # 


HOPE RIDES HIGH! 

Indian shooters are optifHisHe of dmn$ 
well at Hiroshima 

I N the 1990 Beijing Asiad, Rs.28.1 lakhs were spent on the 
preparation of the Indian shooting contingent. The squad 
bagged one bronze medal. The fancied Soma Dutta got a bronze 
in the women's individual standard bore rifle prone position. 

India had hoped to get three to four medals in shooting in the 
1990 Asiad but got just one bronze medal. For the 1994 
Hiroshima Asian Games, Rs. 67.1 lakhs have lieen spent on 
training. The National Rifle Association of India (NRAl) is 
quietly amfident that India will bag at least one gold medal, at 
Hiroshima and three or four other medals. 

Since the exploits of Jaspal Rana and Mansher Singh at the 
recent Commonwealth Games at Victoria, the image of NRAl has 
soared. The NRAl president Kumar Surendra Singh has 
prudently chosen a small squad of 12 members for the Asiad. 

Only those with a medal chance have Iwen included. Kumar 
Surendra Singh said, "We have tried to be just to the 
Government and the shooters in deciding the 12 who will go for 
the Asian Games." 

Jaspal Rana who won the individual cenlre-fire pistol event at 
the Commonwealth Games.is favoured to get a gold or at least a 
silver in this event at the Asiad also. Coach Sunny Thomas says, 
"Jaspal shot 249 out of 250 at a stretch in the individual 
centre-fire pistol event, including 149 in the shoot-off, a world 
class performance. He doesn't seem to know what tension is. If 
he maintains tliis form, he could excel in the Asiad also." 

Jaspal is not overawed by the high calibre of Chinese, Korean, 
U'zbek and Japanese shooters he will have to overcome. Jaspal 
also figures in the standard pistol and air pistol events. The 
experienced Ashok Pandit will form the team with Rana in the 
pistol events. They had bagged a gold in the centre-fire pistol 
pairs event at Victoria. Nerves and luck will play a key role in 
medal chances at the Asiad. 

Mansher Singti who won the trap gold at the Victoria 
Commonwealth Games is also confident about his prospects at 
the Asiad. He says, "In the trap event, the standard in the 
Commonwealth is higher than at the Asiad." However shooters 
from Uzbekistan and China are world ejass in this event and so 
Mansher will have a tough battle. He is however mentally strong 
and in peak form at present and could do well in the Asiad. He 
■ays that if his team-mat^ Randhir Singh and Mofad All Khan 
slioot according to form, a silver or bronze medal in the trap team 
event is also possible. 

A setback for India is that Soma Uutla is untraceaWc. The NRAl 
comacted her coach In tjheUS A but got no reply. So the trio of Rmipa 
Unniktishnan, Kuheii Ganguly and Zeny Thakkar will 
participate in both the prone «md ihreept^ition events in the 
standard rifle. Chinese. Japanese and Korean girls are world dass 
and so a mpdai in the women'ti section looks bleak. 

Noviyl^*p8d« 
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Bomtay, Septemter 27, 1994. 
Six Indians vs tlie rest of tlie world. 
Will you te there ? 


Witness tKe Gold Flake World Billiards CKampionskip 
from SeptemLer 27 to Octoker 2 , 1994. Will tke Indians 
stand up to tKe rest of the world ? Watck out... 

STATUTORY WARNING CIGARmi SMOKING IS INJURIOUS TO HEALIH 
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ASIAN GAMES 
liR06HHI«At994 


TOUGH TASK 


India stumped in the medals tally at Beijing, '90. Now, with the 
rise of superpower nations like China and Japan, and the entry of 
the former Soviet Republics, does India have 
a chance to do well at Hiroshima? 
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F our years ago, in October 
1990, India went to the 
Beijing Asiad, bubbling with 
hope and confidence. A 
squad of 174 was sent to Beijing and as 
part of SAI's Operation Excellence, a 
sumofRs. 6,53,83,241 had been 
spent. SAI sources estimated about 46 
medals. However, between the 
conception and reality, there fell a 
shadow. Instead of 46 medals, India 
bagged a mere 23 medals (one gold. 


eight silver and 14 bronze). The only 
gold medal was in the new sport of 
Kabaddi, in which partidpants were 
limited. For the first time ever, India 
finished without a gold medal in 
athletics. India slumped in the overall 
medals tally to eleventh. 

At the 1982 Delhi Asiad, India were 
fifth overall with 13 gold and a total of 
57 medals, just behind Japan, China, 
South and North Korea. But in just 
about a decade, India's status as an 
Asian sporting power has taken a 
nosedive. An overall tally of 50 medals 
at the Asiad, now seems a mirage. 

SAI, lOA and Department of Sports 
officials are guarded in their 
estimation about India's medal 
prospects. They feel that 
improvement will be marginal. The 
general impression is that the medals 
tally could increase from 23 to 27/29. 
Instead of one gold India would bag 
three or a maximum of four gold 
medals at the Hiroshima Asiad, slated 
from Oct. 2-16. SAI officials feel that 
with the entry of the five erstwhile 
Soviet Republics, the level of 
competition will be much stiffer. It is 
felt that the new entrants will erode 
India's medals tally, due to their 
proficiency in weightlifting, 
wrestling, boxing, rowing, kayaking 
and canoeing and field events of 
athletics, where India expected to bag 
some medals. Medal hopes will soar if 
China fulfils their impending threat of 
withdrawal. 

Mr. O.P. Bhatia, the executive 
direaor of sports for SAI, is hopeful 
that India will bag three gold medals. 
He feels Leander Paes in the men's 
singles tennis event, Jaspal Rana in 
shooting and the kabaddi team can 
strike gold. He hopes that the hockey 
team can re-discover their winning 
ways and get a gold medal. He feels that 
Major J.B. Ahluwalia, who is away 
iraining in Belgium, can also get a gold 
medal in the showjumping event. 

Sriram Singh, athletics coach and 
gold medallist in the 800 metres in the 
1974 and 1978 Asiads, feels that 
Jyotirmoy Sikdar could spring a 
surprise. He is optimistic that 
Jyotirmoy and Shiny Wilson could do 
well in the 800 metres. With proper 


tactics and a calculated race they could 
upset the famed Chinese. He pins his 
hopes on Bahadur Prasad for the 
5,000 metres gold medal. In the field 
events, Sriram Singh says that Shakti 
Singh and Ajit Bhaduria have the 
temperament and strength to strike 
gold, if they arc in form c»n the day. 
Sriram also says that if Usha is selected 
then medals in the relay races are also 
certain. 

In hockey, Sriram Singh feels that 
Pakistan, India and South Korea, are 
in contention for the gold medal. He 
favours Leander Pacs to get a gold 
medal in the men's singles tennis 
event but feels that a gold may not be 
possible in the team event. U ilike 
many others who are banking on 
Jaspal Rana fora gold medal, Sriram 


SAMhe lOA and the 
Dept, of Sports offictafs 
are guarded in their 
estimation about India's 
medal prospects. They 
feel that improvement 
will be marginal. The 
general impression is 
that the medals tally 
could increase from 23 
to 27/29 


feels that standards in the 
Commonwealth Games are not so 
good and that a gold medal in shooting 
may not be forthcoming at the Asiad. 
He also hopes for medals from Ashok 
Kumar in the 57 kgs. freestyle 
wrestling category, Limba Ram in 
archery and women's weightlifting. 

Padma Shree Satpal, heavyweight 
wrestling gold medallist in the 1982 
Asiad, feels that in his sport 
competition at the Asiad will be 
tougher than ever, with the 
introduction of the five Central Asiad 
Republics. Satpal says that with luck 
our wrestlers could get 
many medals, but mostly silver or 
bronze. Raj Singh, India's wrestling 
coach, in four Asiads, from 1978 to 
1990 and joint secretary of the 
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FOCUS 


INDIA AT THE ASIAN GAMES 

B| 

taUM 

6oM 

SilMr 

Bfou» 

Total 

Maiab 

BMiIm 

' • 

1951 

Delhi 

15 

16 

21 

52 

Second 


1954 

MaoilB 

5 

■4 

9 

18 

Fourth 


1958 

'Pokyo 

5 

4 

4 

13 

Seventh 


1962 

JUfkana 

10 

13. 

11 

34 

Fourth 


1966 

Bangkok 

7 

3 

11 

21 

Sixth 


1970 

l^hgkok 

6 

9 

10 

25 

Fifth 


1974 

Tehrart 

4 

12 

12 

28 

Sixth 


1978 

Bangkok 

11 

11 

6 

28 

Sixth 


1982 

Delhi 

13 

19 

25 

57 

Fifth 


1986 

Seoul 

’5 

9 

23 

37 

Fifth 


1990 

Beijing 

1 

8 

14 

23 

Eleventh 


COMPILED BYHARtPHASADCHAnOPAPHYAV 


Wrestling Federation of India (WFI) 
also saysthat medal hopes depend on 
the draw. Raj Singh feels that chances 
of a medal are in the lighter weight 
categories, like the 48 kgs. and in the 
57 kgs. categories. Both Raj Singh and 
Satpal are of the opinion that the only 
certain gold medal is in kahaddi. In 
hockey, they say that India will reach 
ihe final bin may gel a silver They feel 
thal in shooting, tennis and athletics. 

At Saoul, whera India wan liva gold 
madals, P.T. Utha won four of thm. Who 
will porfom tba same heroics in 
Hiroshima? 


only silver medals are possible. 
Women's weightlifting is another 
source of medals they feel. 

Harbinder Singh.ex-OlymjMan 
hockey playci says chances arc even 
for the hockey gold medal. He says 
that Pakistan, India and South Korea 
are in the fray for the gold medal 
"Wfioever converts chances will get 
the gold medal, " he says. Harbinder is 
also confident of medals in athletics, 
shooting, women's weightlilling and 
archery. 

K.l). (iautam vice-president of the 
Asian Kho-Kho Federation and 



chairman of tlie Asian Kabaddi 
Technical Committee also says that 
kabaddi is a certain gold medal. He 
says, "In the last SAF Games finalwe 
lost the gold medal to Pakistan due to 
over-confidence, but in the Asiad, 
there will be no such let ups " 

So for most experts, kabaddi still 
seems the only sure bet for a gold 
medal Paes and Rana are 
considered hopefuls lor gold medals 
Some outside hopes foi gold medals 
are the men's hockey team, Liriiba 
Ram, Bafiadur Prasad, trap team 
c’vent in shooting, wrestlers Pawan 
and Ashok Kumar and Shakti Singh. 
Otherwise it is felt that India will only 
manage a crop of silver and bronze 
medals. 

Overall, the expenditure on each 
game for the Asiad has increased. In 
athletics the total cost is Rs. 143.6 
lakhs as compared to 84.1 lakhs in 
1990. In men's and women's hockey 
combined the cost is Rs 89.4 lakhs. In 
boxing, the cost is Rs 42.7 lakhs (1990 
Rs. 40.4 lakhs). Archery Rs. 46.8 lakhs 
(1990 cost Rs. 29.7 lakhs). Canoeing 
and Kayaking, Rs. 61.2 lakhs (1990 
cost Rs. 18.5 lakhs). Rowing Rs. 116.4 
lakhs (1990 cost Rs. 83.1 lakhs). 
Yachting Rs. 40 lakhs (1990 Rs. 32.7 
lakhs), weightlifting Rs. 44.8 lakhs 
(1990 cost Rs. 37.2 lakhs), wrestling 
Rs. 72.2 lakhs (1990 cost Rs. 72.1 
iakhs).« 
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MAILBAG 
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-T TEAjRTy btgfeeUKd C0!t«t»tu- 


idldieviB««,«rt!(4cf^gm ■# i O 

'^Byitforlng^itmitiiatfbrWai^^ ’’^l ^ 

wldahitetoaiicntittyniditdi.titis ^ 

hascomeiotheheelsaftliehisio* 
ric Test feat al^$rom. ^^^|||||||||| 

By alt reckoning, thhtiiiminir 
live left hander is a bonafide baft- 
iiy genius and his future looktt 
brUUani. Tbou^ only 24, Lara 
has displayed a rate attitude 
towards cricket, bolstered with a - 

deep concentration, grit and 
determination. '&■,]!' 

flis batting styie'is a real treat to ; 

the eyes and an t^ject lesson to ’ 

all budding batsmen. No wondet, ’ 

When he isinfuOcfYr Lara issimp- 
)y unstoppable as proved on uniq}> 
teen occariom. ‘ 

This living tegoul, with many jy' 

more years of drldkctingHfe left, k , ^ 

destined to remain a phenome- 
lion in the arena of world sport 

SUSANTABtSMMS,' ^ 

CtrtCBtta. ' 





V.P •. ■* . 




isSS- 


Na w W dfar tottery;; 


A vast majority miootbafli ; “i; 

iansand critics compare tibe. t, 
'penalty idiomouis', toa 'iudc'w 
a kMteryYes, in a way, it is a lotr, 
teryfbrtlwgoante^i^ahd^hei; . 
‘mrtko'as well, ifaaycmcdttiem’; 
wrongly anticipates tiieoihuer^ 
move, the xesiA is a disaster Iot 
theteam-Ifeetthatthefaultlies.' 
hi the present dktancefrom the 
penalty spot to the goal. I suggest 
tiiat this distance be increased a 
Ihtie bit mote, so that the goalkee¬ 
per gets a mhteumhact ion ofa 
second extra rime to see the 
striker's action and the dhectkm 
of the ball. Let him have a chance 
to at least be abk to foBow the 
speeding ball to save the goal. 

The striker must feel that he 
can score a goal at that distance. 
Thus, the striker’s and the goal¬ 
keeper's taaics and sirate^es will 
undergo a change for the better. 

This is the only solution to eli¬ 
minate the luck faaor during the 
penalty shootouis. 

(SHWARC.ARABAUI. 


ASl4> 

I n Sponsworld, 10th August, 
you have made a slight slip in 
de^ibkig the picture of a superb 
free kick of Stoichkov against Ger¬ 
many in the quarter finals. You 
have mentioned in the capt ion 
that Stoichkov's free kkk gets 
Bulgaria the match winner. 
Actually, the free kick got Bui- 
garia the equaliser and the match 
winner was firom a magnificent 
header by Letdikov. 

RCVATiflljNCSHM, 

NawOeibi. 

Ita «ny to n9grettBd--Edtor 
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RF TROPHY 

J.K. Tyre Team romps home triumphant at the 37th All India Motor Race meet 
and McDowell Grand Prix 1994, Sriperumbudur. 


INTERACT ^ VISION 2757 A 








INDIAN 

FOOTBALL 



We Will 

Defying the Sports Ministry's 
objections and selection 
criteria, the A IFF was 
■determined to send our foot¬ 
ball team to the Asiad, 
hunting not for a medal 
but for possible disgrace yet 
again. SUBHASH SARCAR 
wonders whether we have 
our priorities right 



hoitcsl topiclliat was (loins the 
rounds last fortnishl was whcllicr 
India ought to panic ipaic in the 
Iliroshitiia Asiad football event. A 
tug-of-war between the All India Pootball 
Federation (AIFI ) and the goveriiineni 
(.ontitiued unabated, ibougb it is hoped that 
by the time this issue apjiears in print, the 
decision would have been taken if we are to go 
to Hiroshima or not By this tune the Indian 
team would have also gained valuable 
expeiience in their ''waiin-iips" at llie 
mauguial Independence Cup at ()atar. OI 
course, to excel in that tournament will he 
more than mere wishful thinking, as has been 
the case with Indian loothall m almost all 
reient iiiternaiional lournamenis, with llie 
exception of the Saarc meet at Lahoie where 
India were the "big fmitfiets" wiihoiit doubt. 

With the passage of time the geneia! 
standards of fiHtthall and other events in i he 
Asian (lames have vastly improved and India 
now stands to gain only in some scattered 
events. Btil surely not in hMilhall. India's last 
laudable achievement at this level was the 
hron/e in the Tehran Asiad two decades ago 
and tliereaftei it has been a long exile in the 



While teams like South Korea 
and Saudi Arabia in 
picture have made huge 
strides. India (inset- playing 
against Saudi Arabia in the 
19C Asian Games at Delhi) 
has stagnated 


wilderness. It eventtially came to the 
emharrasMtig point where the football team 
was not allowed to take part in the Beijing 
(’laines lour years ago. And presently, no one 
(an vouch whether the gatne in the coimtry 
has ii'iproved sufficiently to merit 
participation ottce again. 

Well at k'ast, not the Indian Olympic 
Association who fiave more than a say in 
setting qtialification standards for 
participation Randhir Singh, the lOA 
secretary, had stated strme time hack that 
“even if a re(|uest came from the AIFF, it 
would not he granted—and football was not a 
'priority'discipline." Without funds, which 
the government had no intentions of 
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providing the football team would therefore 
have to meet its cost borne by the federation. 

fn spite of that the federation still seemed 
determined to send the team, defying the lOA 
directive. Thus far no sports federation had 
been given permission to take part at their 
own cost at the Asiad. It was decided that in 
team events, only th»)sr squads which were 
semi-finalists in previous Games would In- 
given more importance. What has football's 
position been after Tehran? India have always 
been also rans since. 

The Sports Ministry came up with a 
suggestion that instead of sending a team (to 
Hiroshima) it would be better if the federation 


t used the funds to promote sub-junior and 
Junior fiHttball in India. But the federation 
presid<-nt, Priy,’ Ranjan Das Miinshi kept 
reminding the Sports Minister Miikul 
Wasnik of the Asian body’s (AFC) fine of US 
$3,000 for non-participation. In fact. Das 
Munshi seemed rather over confident that 
the team would go in spite of the Sports 
Ministry's objection. It is notiied that in spite 
of government guidelines, which are harsh on 
qualifying standards for other disciplines, the 
AIFF often gets preferential treatment when 
it comes to sending teams abroad Maybe it 
has something to do with the political clout 
they have. 

Our pathetic performances in general in the 


India's last 
laudable 
achievement at 
this level was a 
bronze in the 
Tehran Asiad two 
decades ago and 
thereafter it has 
been a long exile 
in the wilderness. 
It eventually 
came to the 


point where the 
football team was 
not allowed to 
take part in 
Beijing 





V.P. SATHYEN 
(Indian 
football 
captain): 


T he Indian it*am 
should be allo¬ 
wed to participate 
in the Hirrishima 
football event. 

Tiiat is iny firm opinion. How can 
we gain experience if we do not play 
abroad? Forget about our standard. If we 
arc debarred from playing beyond our 
shores how should we improve? How long 
can we say we have no standard at all and 
therefore should not go abroad? Why 
should we hide ourselves in our own 
domain. Everybody knows what standard 
India has in football. 

Of course, in training the team, the 
money factor plays a vital role and I say if 
we have the finance we should spend it on 
the game. I read in the papers that at least a 
crore of rupees should be spent for the 
Hiroshima Asiad. Although we need the 
desired international experience, 1 don't 
think the government should squander so 
much on the team. We need sponsors. 

But at the same time I like to say that if a 
federation is capable of Financing a team, 
where's the harm in going then? It isn't 
government money after all. 

And we aren't all that bad. In the 1993 
Pre-World Cup we played well. We wt>n 
the Saarc tournament at Lahore after 
which our ranking improved—from 130 
position to 99. That surely indicates India's 
improvement. 

I know the Indian team came in for a lot 
pf criticism after we lost to Nepal in the 
Dhaka SAF Games football final via the 
tie-breaker. I'd say it was sheer bad luck 



that we lost, not because of bad play. We 
deserved to win the trophy. Nepal had a 
German coach for three years and 
practically retained the same team. Then 
again, we played the same team in the 
Madras Nehru Gold Cup and the 
performance was encouraging. I think we 
should not be harshly criticised by the 
press. We should lie encouraged. 


INDER SINGH: 
(JCT coach 
and former 
international): 


I AM always in 
favour of India's 
participations in 
the Asian Games. If 
we don't 

participate, how will we know how 
far we've improved our standard. 

Although I wouldn't hesitate in the least to 
say that the standard has'deteriorated 
conspicuously. 

The time has come to see that the game is 
taken care of at the grassroots level. What 
pains me is that not much attention is 
taken in school. It is from this level that we 
can produce players and then only you can 
expect to get players at the club level. I 
don't want to mention names as it is quite 
understandable to those who follow the 
game, but some clubs nowadays depend 
on foreign players. Too much emphasis is 
given on them who ultimately come to no 
national interest. 

Of course, the sttlc intention of these 
clubs in recruiting the foreigners is to win 
trophies. Eventually the game suffers and 
therefore how can we expect to raise the 
standard when our talented players are 
ignored. And last but not the least, the 
all-India federation and the government 
must work in tandem to.curb the 
degenerating standards. 
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inlernaticiiial arena do not justify so much 
money being squandered in sending a fool hall 
team to Hiroshima. And the .Sports Ministry it 
seemed was ready to put its foot down firmly 
at last. Yet funnily while the ministry was 
against sending the team, the footballers were 
in training in liangalore, courtesy 
government expense. II the camp was indeed 
lor the Qatar tournament, then the expenses 
should have been borne by the 
federation—and not the government. Even 
more strange was that there was team 
selection and the selection of Churii Goswami 
as manager as well, even though it seemetl 
that the ministry was in no mood lobow 
down to AIFE's incessant cajoling. 

Was there .some "ap|)areni deal" worked 
out wfu'ieby the team would continue 
pieparmg knowing fully well they were going 
to Hiroshima with the clearance coming at the 
last moment m order to avoid objections Iroin 
oiher lederaiions ’ Why otherwise would the 
ministiy on one hand be so firm on not giving 
a go-ahead, saying it was not willing to spend 
money, while on ihe other hand the 
Bangalore camp was heing financed by 
them 

Any siiddt n change in ihe .Sports Vlimslry's 
aiiiuide would be ine,\plitable because in a 
decision early last month a ministry 
spokesman said foicefully that there was no 
question of sending the football team to 
.la|)an Moreover, money wasn't the main 
issue lor even if the AIFF weie to sponsor the 
team's iriji it would still amount to breach of 
dirc-ctive Afierail, Ihe Asiad is not an arena for 
gaining interiiational experience. The 
prestige of the nation is more vital. 

The federation may have harped on a 
prestige loss as a result of the AFC fine lor 
non-participation. Das Munsfii told a 
vernacular daily that if the government 
doesn't spend money for tfie footballers to 
travel to Japan, tlic federaiior. will meet its 
expenses which will be to the tune of nearly 
Rs 30 lakhs. To cough up this amount is a 
sheet waste. Isn't it better to pay the fine ol 
$3,000(Rs 90,000) and save Rs 29 lakhs lor 
the imiirovenient of the game at the junior 
level'^ Why cut your nose to spile your face 
and send the team only to waste money and 
bring further disgrace to Indian football? 
Afterall, where does India stand at the Asian 
level now? 

Das Munshi's version is that he is hopeiul 
that India should be able to reach the last eight 
stage. Ilisjiistification is that since Mongolia 



P.R.Da$ Munshi: hope that India should reach the last 
eight stage at Hiroshima provided the team goes 

has withdrawn from groiqi A which has four 
teams, India could perform well But what tan 
you expect when we are now relegated to 
hiitfing and puffing against teams ol the 
calibre of Pakistan, Bangladesh and Nepal. 

In 1993, India's standard did show some 
improvement with some encouraging 
performances m the Pre-World c:iip in Seoul, 
the Saarc gold and the SAF Games silver. This 
shot our ranking up to lOS in the FIFA-Coco 
Cola world rankings. The federation 
obviously used this improved ranking as a 
lever to jmsh their case. But with the standard 
of Asian f<K>iball reaching unprecedented 
heights currently, lO"* is still an embarrassing 
ranking for a nation as enormous as ours. 

While India is "inc hing" ahead, teams like 
Saudi Arabia, South Korea and Japan have 
distinctively improved and now stand on the 
threshold ol being even world beaters. One 
can vividly remember the scintillating battle 


■ ■ 

EveniftheAiFF 
were to sponsor 
the team's trip it 
would still 
amount to a 
breach of 
directive. 

Afterall. the Asiad 
is not an arena for 
merely gaining 
international 
experience. The 
prestige of the 
nation is more 
vital 

■■ 
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The federation 
obviously used 
this improved 
ranking as a lever 
to push their case. 
But with the 
standard of Asian 
football reaching 
unprecedented 
heights currently, 
105 is still an 
embarrassing 
ranking for a 
nation as 
enormous as ours 


Sports Minister Mukui Wasnik seems to have finally got 
his ministry to put a dem loot down 

Ih‘I wefii India and the Saudis at the Delhi 
Asiad in 1982. And what do we see now? 

India still painfully struf'j'lo'- to hettirne a lorce 
at the Asian level, while the Saudis rea< hed 
the third round ol the USA WorldCup That 
makes it eotispicuously clear how the two 
respective federations think of the ftatne. 

Kight years ago when India managed to beat 
South Koiea in the Merdeka tournament we 
thought India had improved. Quite so. Hut 
since then South Korea have played m two 
World Cups. 

Wheretn lies the malady of Indian football? 
Many would point to Calcutta. The present 
club culture in the inaidan has allowed the 
game to degenerate. Actually the halcyon 
days of soccer in the city are dead. These days 
star [ilayers feign injury with the purpose ol 
avoiding national camps so that they can do 
duty f»>r the clubs—which have paid huge 
sums of money—and win trophtes and cash 
awards. It is now club first, nation later. The 
priority now is money, and national pride 
takes a backseat. 

The whims and fancies of the federation has 


also allowed the game to deteriorate. There is 
so much money present in Calcutta football 
that the federation was (is) thinking of 
introduci ng professionalism by going lo the 
extent of forming a panel headed by Vilas 
Sardesai (AIFF vice-president) which would 
look into how the transition could lake place. 
So far that has been limited to sipping tea(!) in 
posh hotels and restaurants. As long as the 
federation continues to be lethargic, 

Calcutta's premier clubs will coni in tie to lure 
the best players available in other states only 
to bench many of them, all this at the cost of 
national interest. 

In other countries where the game is 
popular, the clubs dare not take on the 
respective national federations, lor the 
conseciiieiites are severe The clubs are forced 
to forsake local interests for the sake of the 
national team. It's siiange that the big 
('.alcutta clubs, being microcosms compared 
to the Spanish or Italian league giants, are still 
able to wield excessive iiilluence over the 
federation in terms of playei selection, where 
training camps will be held and of what 
duration they will be. Why, players even have 
the audacity of choosing the coaches they 
would like loplay under. In other countiiesil 
you don't like the coach then you can lake a 
hike as Ruud Gullit and many Russian stats 
were made to do for the World Cup this 
summer 

Why is the AIFF at the meicy ol the big 
C^alcutta clubs and their stats? For-ihe simple 
leasoii of revenue. Afierall, the presence of 
Calc ulla teams is a big guarantee of gale 
money during any national-level 
tournaiiienis. In most cases, the federation 
turns a blind eye when clubs are caught in 
cases of indiscipline. They are even allowed lo 
dictate terms. And this is why football is 
siiflering. Moreover, now that the Indian 
luiblic is exposed more regularly to 
iiiiei national football on television, they are 
gradually realising that it is better to slay at 
home rather than rough it out and watch the 
sub-staiii'ard performances in Indian football. 
The drastic fall in gate receipts should also 
serve as a warning bell to the clubs and the 
federation. 

And what could we have expected at 
Hiroshima considering it is now even possible 
lo lose to Nepal or Bangladesh! India cannot 
be made a laughing stock any more. So it is 
high time the All India Football Federation 
lightens its belt or face the consequences of 
having its pants taken off. # 
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BY NOVYKAPADIA 


O N a cold, murky 

aftcmtK»n, twenty-eight 
years agt), people all over 
India, remained huddled 
near transistor sets and radios 
listening to the running commentary 
of the India vs Pakistan, Asian Games 
hockey final. Suddenly there was an 
eruption of joy and applause as the 
fans celebrated an electrifying goal by 
dynamic right winger Balhir Singh 
(Railways). 

This goal, onlhat fateful December 
aftern<K)n in 1966, turned out to be 
the match winner. India treat Pakistan 
1 -0 to secure the hockey gold medal, 
for the first and till now the only 
occasion in the Asian Games. 

Since hockey started in the A.sian 
Games in t9S8, India were 
champions ottce.runners up on seven 
occasions and third in 1986 at Seoul. 
So for Indian hockey, the Asian 
Games has been a saga of 
under-achievement, a case of so near 
and yet so far. As the 1994 Asian 
Games looms large on me horizon, the 
crucial question is can the Indian 
hockey team coached by /afar Iqbal, 
reverse this legacy of underachieving? 

The odds of India winning the Asian 
Games title, arehcavily stacked against 
them. Recent winners of the 
Champions Trophy, Pakistan and 



nRHAimiMacEy 


GOING 
FOR BROKE! 



Vm aaSonal pfayari stem 
prsity happy avan 
though they have to ait on 
tha steps waiting for 
their bus altar practice. 
Imagine H our 
cricketers were given the 
same treatment! 


The team is talented but not consistent. The penalty comer 
conversion is poor. Odd selections. Some players 
are inexperienced. With this mix, can 
Zafar Iqbal do the magic trick at the Asian Games? 
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PERSPECT IVE 


1993 Asia Cup winners South Korea 
are favoured for the coveted gold 
medal. Till the 1982 Asiad, Pakistan 
were the only rivals for the hockey 
gold medal. Since 1986, South Korea 
have become a force to reckon with in 
international hinkey. 

At Hiroshima, an erstwhile Soviet 
republic, Kazakistan, with a generous 
sprinkling of former Soviet players, 
could also be dangerous opponents. 

So India's quest for hockey gold at the 
Asiad is now an arduous task, with 
three major rivals in the fray. No 
longer tan a place in the Asian Games 
final be taken for granted. Besides 


The odds of India 
winning the Asiad 
title are heavily 
stacked against them. 
Pakistan and South 
Korea are favoured to 
win the coveted gold 
medal 


Malaysia and hosts Japan could be 
dark horses. 

Skipper Jude Felix feels that the 
Indian team is well balanced with “a 


proper blend of youth and 
experience." However, the cTudal 
factors for success at Hiroshima will be 
motivation and the will to win under 
pressure. 

The Indian squad has several 
talented players. Defender Rajnish 
Mishra, inside right Sab(M> Varkey and 
deposed skipfter Shakeel Ahmed were 
chosen for the Asian All Stars squad, 
after their [lerformances in the Asian 
Cup in November 1993. However, 
this trio, along with other talented 
players, defender Mohammed Arif, 
Anil Aldrin, right half Harpreet Singh 
and forwards Ravi Nayyaker and 


Zafar's Game-Plan 


C OACH 2;a(ar Iqbal has the ' 

fonnatiem for the naUtmal teaot^ However with Ute iniStt^Q dl two 
attacking centre-halves fJuife FeUx and Mohammed Riaa) h is Idt dbat 
Zafarmayopt fora2-4-4foimiation. Zafar {skeejHr^hhqptfcMisojpMm. 
Against tougher cqiponents. Rkqt and Jude may {day as tivin 
centre-halves, a tactic favoured by previous national coach fiaikishen 
Singh. With Jude certain to {day, Riaz may be used as inside-left to bolsier 
the attack. 

The new-look selection cummittee have not done hiudi shuffhng of the 
combination. However, in their quest to strtite a balanoebetweeachmige 
and continuity, the Asiad squad retains sevmalexistifig h'aytMS. 

The left flar^ is still uncertain. Sanjeev Kumar, Batjh Sht^ and Ravi 
Nayyakar are yet to prove themselves at the highest leveL The indusion rrf 
21 -year-oid Davinder Kumar is considered a gamble. TTie selectors and 
coach Zatar rate him highly. But it is to be seen if he has the temperament 
to succeed in the exacting atmosiihere of international matches. If Baljit, . 
Sanjeev and Nayyakar do not click, the forward line may be re-d)uH1^. 
Dhanraj Piilay will then be shifted to the left flank, Riaz or Jude will play as 
inside-left and Davinder as centre-forward. 

Goalscoring is another inconsistency. India is over-reliant on Dhanraj 
Piilay and Mukesh Kumar to satre goals. Both tend to be erratic. Zafar 
hopes that Sanjeev orDavinder will emerge as dedsive goalscorers. 

If Karpreet and Shakeel play true to form, the midfield could be India's 
major strength. Harpreet, Shakeel and Jude can contain the rival forwards 
and initiate attacks. The inclusion of Anil Aldrin has strengthened the 
defence. Tlidugh Rajheesh Mishra and Mohammed Arif are first choice 
defenders, Aldrin is a worthy substitute. This trio of defenders are good 
tacklers and have the physique to cope with aggressive forwards. It is a pity 
that Cornelius D'Costa, a sound defender and penalty corner expert is 
unavailable due to a knee injury, which has necessitated an operation. 

Again though Ashish Bailal is Jhe first-choice custodian, Indian Airlines 
team-mate Subbiah is an adequate reserve goalkeeper. However for India 
succeed, it is essentiai that key players—Jude, Piilay and Mukesh— 
remain fit and In top form in dll the in«ches. To win the A^d l«)ckey gold 
for only the second time ever, India should be more comdstent and 1^ 
enigmatic. . . 












PERSPECT IVE 


Baijit Singh tend to be inconsistent. 

Some ex-Olympians and veteran 
journalists feel that the only two 
genuine world class players, who 
perform consistently, even in high 
voltage situations, are skipper Jude 
Felix who plays as a scheming centre 
half and right winger Mukesh Kumar. 
Goalkeepers Ashish Ballal and A.B. 
Subbiah, defender Mohammed Aril, 
left half Shakeel and centre forward 
DhanraJ Pillay have been on the 
international circuit long enough but 
still tend to be engimatic, occasionally 
brilliant, often wayward. So coach 
Zalar Iqbal and assistant coach Vinod 
Kumar's biggest dilemma is how to 
transform a talented but enigmatic 
side into a consistent unit which 
maintains the same zest in all 
matches. Coach Zafar is keeping his 
fingers crossed that skipper Jude who 
has returned after a stint with F.C. 
Lyon in the French league, will act as 
an'inspirational skip^ter. Jude and 
four others were in the Indian squad 
which were silver medallists in the 
1990 Beijing Asiad. The others are 
goalkeeper A.B. Subbiah, defender 
Mohammed Aril, midfielder Shakeel 
Ahmed and centre forward Dhanraj 
Pillay. Shakeel and Pillay have been 
regulars in the national team since 
then. Arif was sidelmed for two years 
and has made a comeback since Zafar 
took over in March 1991. Subbiah has 
also played on and off for India since 
then. Arif is now the main penally 
corner exponent of the team. 

Assistant coach VinrKi Kumar 
insists that "penalty corner 
conversion" has increased by about 
40 per cent. However, conversion 
may have improved against inferior 
op|N>sition, like in the Alps Cup at 
Vienna last year or against some of the 
weaker teams in the Indira Ciandhi 
Gold Cup at Lucknow earlier this year. 
However inherent weaknesses 
remain. 

As R.S. Bhoia, former hockey 
Olympian says, "At the 1992 
Barcelona Olympics, we converted 
two of 29 |K‘nalty corners. In the 
recent Australian lour we again 
converted just two of 21 corners." 
Harbinder Singh who played In three 
Olympics, 1964, 1968 and 1972 says 
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"At the '92 Olympic 
Games at Barcelona, 
we converted two out of 
29 penalty corners, in 
the recent Australian 
tour, we again 
converted just two out 
of 21 comers,"—R. S. 
Bhoia, former Olympian 


that, Pakistan, India and South Korea 
are of the same calibre. However, the 
team which converts chances will gel 
the gold medal." So utilising penalty 
corners and ojienings is vital for 
success. Up front, much will depend 
on Mukesh Kumar and Dhanraj 
Pillay, the jirincqial sirike force. Both 
tend to lapse into errors, which could 
be fatal. 


SUppar Jade Mix is back in tiw tBam after a 
atial in a Frencb dab 



As goalscoring is a problem area, 
many experts feel Jagbir Singh and 
either Edgar Mascarenhas or Darryl 
D'Souza should have been recalled. 
However Zafar, like Frank Sinatra 
follows the dictum, "I did it my way." 
It is believed that the coaches are 
hesitant to recall some of the seniors, 
as it could lead to disciplinary 
problems within the squad. 

Still Jagbir who plays for a Berlin 
club in the German league was nearly 
recalled. However Jagbir's 
professional committments 
prevented him from attending the 
final camp at Chandigarfi He was 
willing to join the team. Just piior to 
their departure for Hiroshima. The 
IHF and the coaches were hesitant to 
accede to this request. Hence the 
mercurial and lanky striker, who has 
not played for India smte the 1992 
Bercclona Olympics, still remains in 
the wilderness. However.there are 
hints that he maybe recalled for the 
World Cup at Sydney in November 
•94 

Pargat Singh wiio announced his 
retirement two years ago but is not 
averse to a comeback if requested, was 
hoping fora recall. However.his form 
in the recent Federation Cup suggests 
he has slowed down. Hence he was 
not considered. Ultimately Zafar and 
the new selection committee struck a 
balance between change and 
continuity. Zafar says, "In the last two 
years, we have tried over thirty 
|)layers and have chosen the best 
amongst them." It is thus implied that 
Jagbir, Edgar and Darryl who were 
hesitant to join earlier camps and 
tours and thus being shelved. 

rhe new IHF prt?sident, K.P.S. Gill 
has stated that they will encourage 
players to play in European leagues, as 
it enhances professional attitudes, 

< oMsistency and financial gain. 
However, if the IHF follows this liberal 
policy, then in the future, more Indian 
players will start playing abroad. 

But they will not be released so 
easily from their European clubs for 
long duration camps. The players may 
only be made available for significant 
events like the World Cup, the 
Olympics, the Asian Games and the 
Inter Continental Trophy. Because of 
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TKnr dK Hlsositiina Asiatf • Asiad^ jolt a(^ 

emxiis aiKl sotB^dbesMCK ana nmad icdd&le^^ 
W6ddCapttSydDey^EiomNov.23toOec.4.1994>h)ffiaaiidSouth 
Korea tfedubMtogedKX.lncHairiayshs openhniiiiatdiailpiB^liieti^^ 
KtMieaiis. ' > ' 


and Malaysia are tdmys dtAibed tiqietfter and avoidQteetiqgspeedy and 
tenadoos South Korea in the league phase. IbeeoinddeskK is loo 
it3nailMBte.ffhgoirebey0ndtlrereatofrfstatistted|Sfabdiflity-!nieAaP 
diould re^Bbw Aat hot oitfy onnA^Justke taedone, i»it sitcnhKhe done. 
$t3nBigdy. shice 1984 liidwn Sooth Korea faasheottieaiiiiqor power in 
-bodery, UieyMsraysiace India in the gnHq>phaK. ishthe isasechband or 
iitSucraceotFtddstara aire(»fc? 

In die teagire phase, hndM should easBy beat Bangladedi and Chhia. 
Hoiaeirer, Id Ae mreitt past, India has straggled agahot Soiith;KpiRa. As 
the 1993 AsiaQip, Inifia drew 1-1 with South JCcMeasndiastti*! to them 
in dw final, la the 1994 Indira Gandhi tovanaaiera atXaidEiKnv. ihidla beat 
a secood-saiing Soudi Korea!, so (he winIstMA iQudi Ida tnocde boosts., 
In the setM-fianh. India h hlody to nwet .Kualdstan,4Mtadaysia^Beddstaa. 
hidiaahdKiiipMldstaB drew 1-1 intfai^Asia<^dtehWyeafc-i||b^^ 
Malaysii, India's hitnesa rate to taiuidde. M thie rei^ past, hm 
^idBSt.MkMpL has beot^^ dinhaL Theoe^sticeew li«Kt«aihi dte^;. 
1991 AahthfibilitodrBaiis^ Howevrtim tihe Gdinic^ 
AsMnChaii^aiEidAfltoCnt^hidtolaaheatftitoliaA^rl wastedtoim ' 
WodltCap finilj^itoila Ijimpui:, tinder the dew^^ of 


t'. 
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this, we will have to change our 
coaching methods and alter selection 
patterns. 

After all. Brazil which won the 
World Cup football this summer had 
only a 25-day preparatory camp. 
Many former Indian internationals 
feel that the days of the long camps are 
over, M.M. Soimnaya, a former 
Olympian and now a selector says, 
"Endless long camps makes the 
players jaded. The experienced 
players do not improve as they arc 
almost certain of being selected." 

A major flaw in the team for 
Hiroshima is an inadequate left flank. 
The decision to discard Imran-ul-Haq, 
Gavin Fereirra and Edward Aranha 
after giving them so much exposure 
on the left flank is a weird decision. 
This trio of players had been 
repeatedly used by Zafar Iqbal since he 
look over as national coach. Now for 
the Asian Games, not one of them 
finds a berth in the squad. The 
omission of Ciavin Fereirra, a clever 
left winger is mystifying. At the 
Inicr-Contincnial trophy at Poznan 
last year he had shown considerable 
promise. Instead Baijit Singh, who 
unsually plays as inside right for his 
club Punjab Police, is the first choice 
outside left. It is said that Baijit 
progressed a great deal during the 
Australian tour. But whatever his 
progress ht' is not a natural left winger 
and does not have the reverse cross, 
last seen in Indian hockey when Zafar 
himself played in that position. 

Sommaya say.->, "that if Baijit does 
not click as left out, then Pillay will be 
tried in this position". The idea of the 
utility player was favoured by former 
coach Baikishcn Singh but not by 
Zafar who prefers specialists. Does this 
imply that Zafar was over-ruled by the 
new selection commitce? 

There is a lack of solidity on the left 
flank. Sanjeev Kumar a success at the 
recent Federation Cup has been 
recalled. Ravi Nayyakar who has 
never fulfilled his promise is also 
retained. Stickwork is his forte but it is 
rarely in evidence at crucial 
international matches. So how 
Sanjeev, Nayyakar and Baijit will fare 
in vital Asian Games matches remains 
a question mark. Like another 


talented ball schemer and dribbling 
expert, Asif Idris, both Sanjeev and 
Nayyakar liavc got the exposure but 
not made the grade. The Hiroshima 
Asiad could be. their swansong or great 
hurrah. 

On current form and ability though. 


a silver medal could be the best bet at 
the Hiroshima As'iad. It is unlikely that 
the joyous scenes of December 1966, 
when India won the gold medal, will 
be repeated.. If it does, then God bless 
Indian hockey! 0 
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SPOTLIGHT 


NO CHANCE 
OF BEING 
RE-BJORN 

A failed attempt at a comeback has thrown 
Bjorn Borg's life into disarray again 


because the chance of 
anyone beating the blonde 
Swedish ace Bjorn Borg 
was about as great as 
Christopher Reeve actually 
becoming "Superman". 

Borg was, sr)me say, the 
finest athlete of any sport, 
any time, anywhere. His 
playing was practically 
perfect—a tennis 
juggernaut,'Time' 
magazine called him—l)iit 
more astonishingly, his 
on-couri behaviour was 
immaculate, a paragon of 
sportsmanship. In his 
refusal to contest line calls, 
swear, or say anything at 
all, he was like a hero from 


R liMEMBER the pop group ABBA, the Swedish 
quartet who appealed to all ages? After the two 
couples divorced, the band met their Waterloo 
and tfie four of them tried solo careers 
without much success. Currently there is a group who 
have modelled themselves—their kK>ks, dress, music 
and singing—on the supergroup. And guess what they 
call themselves, Bjorn Again? (after Bjorn who was one 
of the foursome). 

At the .same time as ABBA, there was another super 
Swede who also took the world by storm but retired 
into oblivion only to attempt to be Bjorn again. His 
rebirth now seems as unlikely as that of ABBA'S. 

Yet there was a 


time when men's tennis 
became virtually pointless 


Mid«niiig unw irf 
Msprodacti 



a 1930s boys comic, 

niagnantiuous in vitlory, and gracious in defeat on the 
rare occasitms he was in it. 

But the subsequent fall and fall of Bjorn Borg—a tale 
of drugs, compulsive sex, failed marriages, failed tennis 
relaunches, mens wear business catastrophes and an 
alleged suicide attempt (which his agent at the lime 
unsuccessfully tried to pass off as food poisoning)—is as 
powerful an argument as any yet made foi the right of 
the public to have its privacy protected from the 
excesses of celebrities, ff he had not insisted on 
revealing things to journalists, and gone into silent, 
Bergmanc'sque retirement instead, he might have 
remained the mysterious Nordic Iceborg with the 
unstoppable top spin and perfect manners. 

As it is, at i8, he cuts a mournful ligure.His name now 
sounds like a range of Ikea coffee tables. He is 
unmarried, living mtxlestly back in Sweden, earning a 
crust playing in seniors' tournaments, turning down 
requests for chat show appearances and prize-givings, 
eagerly trying to promote his range of men's underwear. 

In his 1992 autobiography, called Bjorn Borg, One 
Hundred Per Cent,’he moaned how his second wife, an 
Italian rock star, Loredana Berte, constantly demanded 
sex from him: "It was just sex, sex, sex," he wrote, later 
expounding, with the imagination of a teenager, "my 
fantasy woman wears stockings, suspenders, a short 
black skirt and high heels," (So that, we all speculated, 
was what he was thinking about during those hours of 
superhuman concentration on the Centre Court). 

Berte was alleged to have made a suicide attempt 
around the time that Borg tried to make his tennis 
comeback in spring 1991, a rebirth fatally marred by his 
insistence on playing with an old-fashioned wooden 
racket. Borg’s girlfriend before he married Berte, a 
Swede called Jannike, who was 17 when Borg met her 
in 1984, bore his only child, a son, Robin, and, as Berte 
later did, attempted suicide. Borg's overdose came 










WHERE ARE THEY NOW 



JOHNMcENROE 

Age: 35 

Would like lo l>e 
remembered as: the 
rough diamond who 
dominated the men's 
game and won 13 out ol 
15 tournaments in 1984. 
Will actually be 
remembered as: a man 
more famous for his 
tantrums than his 
tennis. The first player 
to be ejected from a 
Grand Slam 
tournament (Australia 
1990) for swearing at 
officials. 

Present (xrcupation: 
successful Manhattan 
art dealer, believe it or 
not. Since separating 
from Tatum O'Neal. 
McEnroe has been 
dating Tatum's 
brother's old girlfriend, 
Lynn Odo. 

BILLIE JEAN KING 

Age: So. 

Would like to be 
remembered as: the 


player who won 20 
Wimbledon titles and 
put women's sport on 
the map. She beat 
Bobby Riggs in the 1973 
"Battle of the Sexes". 
Will actually be 
remembered as: a 
lesbian. Her affair with 
her secretary (who 
subsequentlyjook King 
lo court for 
maintenance). Her 
large losses in the 
disastrous launch of 
Women Sporf, a 
magazine for female 
athletes. 

Present occupation: 
happily married lo 
Larry King. Has been 
recently spotted 
"leaching Martina how 
to enjoy her tennis" and 
commentating for NBC’.. 

YANNICK NOAH 

Age: 33 

Would like to be 
remembered as: the boy 
Arthur Ashe s|:Mmed 
playing with a stick in 
C'amerixm and who 
went on to become the 
first Frenchman in 
more than 30 years to 
win the French Open 



(1983). 

Will actually be 
remembered as: a 
crowd-pleasing 
underachiever who 
admitted to using pot on 
tour. 

Present occupation: 
rock singer (two albums 
and a European tour to 
date), charity 
fund-raiser and owner 
of DOobies Bar in Paris, 
which he runs with his 
English model girlfriend 
Heather Stewart Whyte. 



CHRIS EVERT 

Age: 39. 

Would like lo be 
remembered as: the 
All-American 
double-handed 
sweetheart, who wtin at 
least one Grand Slam 
every year between 
1974 and 1986. 

Will aaually be 
remembered as: the 
woman who was 
married to John Lloyd 
(at one point in their 
marriage he was ranked 


360th in the world) and 
who was cast as the 
baddie when the 
marriage hit the 
mega-publicised rtxks. 
Also as the woman who 
usually lost in finals to 
Navratilova. 

Present occupation: 
married Olympic skier 
Andy Mill in 1988, and 
has just had her second 
baby (a son called 
Nicholas) causing her to 
take time out from TV 
commentating. 

ILIE NASTASE 

Age; 47 

Would like lo be 
remembered as: the 
world's first number 
one, when rankings 
started in 1973, and 
who stayed there for 40 
weeks. 'Phe man who 
would regularly ask 
umpires whether they 
were scared of their 
tyives or if they were 
drunk. 

Will actually be 
remembered as: the 
man who never won 
Wimbledon despite all 
that noise. 

Present occupation: 
happily married with an 
adopted son called 
Nicholas, and a frequent 
host to supermarket 
glossies who interview 
him at his Florida pad 
and photograph him 
next to his trophies, 
swimming pool and 
sexy wife. Recently 
banned from captaining 
the Romanian Davis 
Cup team after abusing 
match officials in South 
Africa. 
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shortly after Berte's. 

This emotional maelstrom did no good at all for the 
Bjorn B,org Design Group, which was just about to 
launch an exclusive range of menswear with his name 
on the label. Retailers, on hearing news of the spate of 
alleged Borg-related suicides, cancelled their orders. 
The company later crashed with £9m in debts. 

He remains in a deuce of a financial mess, with 
creditors pressing for 8m kroner (£700,000), and 
demanding through the courts to know what he is 
earning from exhibition matches and companies 
abroad. Borg maintains that he is broke. 

A bitter former business partner, Lars Skarke, wrote a 
revealing and unpleasant book about Borg. Its title was 
cheekily adapted from an Abba songr'Bjorn Borg— 
Winner I,oscs All.'Skarke claimed that Borg's 
precarious lifestyle look him to the brink of 
destruction, wrecked his business and ended the star's 
love for Jannike. He ended up having her tailed by 
private detectives whenever she went shopping in 
Stockholm. The book claimed that Borg's alleged 
drug-taking earned him the nickname the vacuum 
cleaner, atid also that Borg held, "sauna sex 
marathons", and fed his urges for sex in a mirrored flat 
called The Cave. 

Today, Borg has {vatched up his relationship with 
Jannike, and, although Robin, their son, livt“s with her, 
they share the child. Financially, he is still working on 
repaying his company's debts, helped last year by a 
decision in a Swedish court that he was luit at fault for 
his divorce from Beric and would no longer have to pay 
her £1 '1,000 a month. 

Perhaps if was just the satisfyingly alliterative name 
(is Boris Becker's hero worship somehow related?), but 
Borg inspired a fierce reaction in young girls with a 
penchant for uiishaved men. With those underdone 
eyelashes, orange facial hair and anaemic look, curls 
plastered to his neck, trademark sweatband preventing 
the globules of perspiration fiom rolling into those 
eyes, he was the definitive 1970s pin-up for sad female 
maths student types, whosr- boyfriends probably had in 
their hall of residence room that jioster of the woman 
iciiiiis player scratching her bottom. 

iiorg's final professional game was played last year in 
Moscow's Kremlin Cup, when he lost lo Alexander 
Volkov, the world's 17ih ranking playei. ,\lier the 
game, he left Moscow quitely, deciinmg an invitation to 
play a doubles match as Boris Yeltsin's partner. 

The country club seniors' exhibition matches that 
Borg plays in today are less embarrassing than they 
sound. 

"It's not tennis as we know it now. of ctiurse," says 
one distinguished tennis correspondent, "but for many 
tennis fans, it is ntore than just a nostalgia thing. Boig is 
reminiscent of a much more likeable era in tennis, and 
even if his perscmal charisma was a little Scandinavian, 
it was still there." • 
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AUDIENCE 
WITH 
A LEGEND 


For most of his event-filled life the legendary 
LALA AMARNATH refused to be interviewed. 
SUBROTO SIRKAR found his way through the 
ever-controversial octogenarian's defenses 


P RECISELY atihehour 
liila Amarnath should 
have been home tor his 
teatime appointment 
with me, he was in the 
casualt y ward of New 
Delhi's Lohia hospital. A visit to an old 
friend in the city centre (some seven 


miles from the Amamaths' South 
Delhi apartment) earlier in the day 
had ended witii (heodogenarian 
former India skipper having a fall in 
the sueeu banging the back of his 
head on tlie pavement railing, and all 
but kntK’king himself out. 

At the hospital, daughters and 


s<tns-in-law in a tizzy, first-aid was 
given precautionary X-rays taken, 
aiul a neiiroMirgeon summoned. 
Foriiinalely, the verdict was; no 
apparent damage, so take a couple of 
painkillers and go home to bed. 

Rut when Lala Amarnath realised I 
was right there, he was intent on 
keeping his date. Our conversation 
began in a car en route to his daughter 
Kamala's flat nearby. There, for over 
an hour and a half, he just talked 
cricket—'the longest interview, I've 
ever given,' he admitted. 

Of course, I'd met htm helore. As a 
schoolboy in liall-iiants I'd seen him, 
over SO then, play a festival match at 
Calcutta's Eden Gardens; sat with 
him, always an astute observer, in the 
Press- box at a few Tests in siibseipjeni 
years. But desjiite being available and 
a ready talker, he had long been loathe 
to being intei viewed about himself. 
My initial doubts, though, were ollset 
by a good augury. 

Pearson Siirita. guest 
commentator on BBC Radio on three 
Indian tours ol England, had bi-en a 
left arm spinner lor Calciitia 
University and University Orcasionals 
who jilayed against the l,ala in the late 
19T0s As a student he had 
maintained an autograjih-book, 
which contained tlie signatures ol the 
full MCC side (led by D R. Jardinc) 
and almost all the Indians who played 
in Calcutta's first Test match, m 19 54. 
When Suiita, now 81 and conlincd to 
a wheelchair, heard 1 was to nu’et 
Amarnath. he generously gave me his 
pri/c’d possession And Amarnath, 
touched by nostalgia, remembered 
Surita warmly and, with a lloiirish, 
added his current sjiecinien below his 
1914 signature in the book. 

The Lala is a bit wobbly now (he'd 
tract tired a leg in an auto-rickshaw 
accident two months earlier), but his 
memory was deadly accurate, as his 
medium-pace inswingers were on the 
1946 England tour. Knowing he was 
shaky, I felt a half-volley on the leg 
Slump might help Amarnath into his 
stride; but instinctively he stepped 
back and cut that one past point. 

What was the finest innings of his 
career. I'd asked suggesting, he might 
choose between his Test-debut 






hundred against England at Bombay 
in 1933-34, his 109against the 
same-side at Amritsar a month earlier, 
and his 228 not otil at Melbourne in 
1947-48. 

'Well, those were good knocks,' he 
inused,'yes, the wicket at Amritsar 
had pace, hut there'd been grass on 
the pitih at the Bombay Gymkhana. 
But let me tell you, the finest innings I 
ever played was on a stit ky wicket at 
Chepauk (Madras) on our way to 
Ceylon in 1945 'Luckily, 1 was 
carrying the ACS Indian guide it) my 
satchel, so could immediately locate 
the match; March '45, the 
island-bound tc’am versus the Madras 
Governor's XI. 

'It was on tlie last day of the match. 
We'd lost lour wickets lor seven runs 
when I joined Vijay Merchant out in 
the middle, and 1 batted so wcdl I got 
my iiundred befoic lunch. Offspirmer 
('ihulam Ahmed had taken all foui 
wickets, and the other bowlers were 
Rangai hari, Kam Singh, Ciopalan and 
Palia—1)111 tiiai day I was just in 
supeib form.' This was the knock of 
wfiich noted writer K. N. I’rabhu 
lecoided 1 count inysell lorlunatc to 
have seen the innings of all innings.' 

Another innings the Lala 
remembered with pride was his 
unbeaten 104 in the 
Moin-ud-fjowlah tournament at 
Hyderabad m Sept 1934, when his 
team (the Retrievers) nc-eded 178 to 
win. Spearheading the l-reelooters’ 
attack 111 that final was West Indian 
Learie Constantine. 'His bowling that 
day was the fastest I've ever faced,' 
Amarnath stressed, 'and that was on 
coir matting, not jute...but 
Constantine was a gcmtleman bowler; 
he wouldn't bowl more than two 
bouncers an over.’ 

Well over half of Lala Amarnath's 
30-plus first-class hundreds were 
either made abroad or against sides 
visiting India. In Australia in 1947-48, 
he was in tremendous form.in the 
State matches, with five centuries, but 
made only 140 runs in the Tests. 
Looking fiack, 1 think the reason 
could have been 1 bowled too much in 
the Tests—at times I was 
over-bowling myself.' 



T hat, indeed, remains one of the 
enigmatic aspecis of the Laia's 
career. But his whole life is so 
colourful it is difficult to sift fact from 
folklore; you don’t know which 
stories to believe. Apropos of his 
name; it is actually Amarnath 
Bhardwaj, Amar meaning 'immortal' 
and Nath, in this case, being a suffix 
not to be used iride|K-ndenlly. He 
might have become Amar Nath in the 
manner Kapildev Nikhanj has 
emerged as Kapil Dev, or Madanlal 
Sharrna became Madan Lai, surnames 
being secondary in the Punjab. 'Lala' 
is a Punjabi address of respect, 
something like the English squire 
But, early In his international car/ er, 
his name was styled Lala Amarnath, 
and thus be has remained. 

What d<H‘s it matter'?' he countered 
when asked to confirm his date of 
birth (he is 83 on Sept 11).' After my 
first tour of England, somewhere they 
had my birth year as 1906! Now think, 
the quicker 1 can reach my centenary, 
the stKHier 1 can be felicitatetl,' 
Amarnaih chuekied. 

'Actually, 1 was born at Kapurthala 
(a town 240 miles north of Delhi), and 
altended the Randhir High SchiHil 
there. At first I played hockey, but 1 
didn't like getting hit on the knuckles, 
and was also a good long-distance 
runner. My first cricket was with the 
SSS club in Kapurthala. But after my 
mother died 1 was sent to stay with my 
grandfather in Lahore, and it was he 
who sent me to Aligarh, where 1 
played (or the university team. 

'The Maharaja of Patiala 
(Bhupindra Singh) used to bring out 
many English professionals, and 1 
regularly watclu*d them in the nets. Al 
home, I would practise my strokes 
before a mirror 1 K arnt very early 
how the Ih'sI batsmen always used 
their feet.' 

He was a wickeikeeper-baisman in 
those early days, though in his first big 
match, (or Hindus in the l.,ahore 
tournament in January 1930, he 
wasn't behind the slumps. 'Prof. 
Vishwanath, from the Government 
College, was the wicketkeeper,' the 
Lala iecalled,'...he had a lot of puli'. In 
Dec 1932,the Ceylon team was in the 
Punjab. 'I was the 13th man and 
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reserve keeper in the All-India side at 
Lahore/ Amamaih grimaced, 'but 
was made 12th man when our l(Kal 
team played the visitors. I considered 
that such an affront to my prestige 
that I didn't even see the match, and 
took it up as a challenge that 1 should 
btr in the national side. 

'When you ask ijie to name the 
proudest moment of my career. I'd say 
it was when, in my very first Test 
innings. I was top-serrrer with 3S. 1 
was a youngster then, you see, and I 
just felt so happy that I was playing for 
India and had made the highest score. 

I batted even Iretter in getting my 
century in the second innings, but the 
emotion didn't compare with what I'd 
fell on the first day. When I reached 
my hundred, C. K. Nayudu 
congratulated me and said' "That's 
the first lime I've Ireen oulscored!" Do 
I rememlter the bat I used? Yes, it was 
a (iurin h Mcmre Non-Jar.' 

And dismissing Dennis Compton 
first ball in the Lord's Test in 1946, 
would that bo his most memorable 
victim? 'No, 1 i<K>k so many Vvickeis 



innings off India's bowling? 

'No. Don Bradman—even in 
1947-48, he was still the greatest. If 
you beat him, he was out. A lot of 
people say he played crossbaited, but 
I'll say he was the best puller of the ball 
I've seen. In the innings he got his 
100th century, he was shaky to start 
with, but eventually he was just the 
master.' Incidentally, the one time the 
Lala dismissed The Don marked the 
only (Kcasion in his career Bradman 
was out hit-wicket. 

His favourite ground? Amarnath 
didn't pick l.ahore's Lawrence 
Gardens (as the Bagh-i-Jinnah was 
called in his days) but the racecourse 
ground in Hyderabad (that is, the 
Gymkhana ground in the twin-city of 
Secunderabad) where, apart from his 
hundred against Constantine, he hit 
centuries against Ryder's Australian 
team in 1935-36 and Lord Tennyson's 
English side in 1937-38. 

'Before the war the l.ancashire 
League was much better than any 
other league; the best jirofessionals 
went tfiere. 1 replaced Constantine at 


which gave me great satisfaction. As 
fur Compton that day, 1 knew I was 
going to gel him cheaply. He was 
off-colour: you look up his scores in 
Wisden and you'll see he was hardly 
getting a run at that lime.' 

Like Mike Procter a generation 
later, Amarnath had an unusual 
bowling action. 'With a short, 
four-stride run-up, he delivered on a 
trip so that he appearc'd to bowl off his 
wrong foot,' was John Arlott's succint 
description. The l.ala fell hisltesi 
Imwling effort was in 1936, when he 
UK)k six Middlesex wickets for 29 at 
Lord's.One batsman had hit three 
fours in an over and as I retrieved the 
ball from the shon-on-side boundary 
skipper Vi/.zy said, "You know who 
that is? Patsy Hendren!" Well, 1 soon 
got Hendren with a legcutler, caught 
behind by Hindlekar, wht> was 
certainly the best Indian 'keeper of my 
time. After Hendren, I bagged five 
more wickets.' 

A nd who was the best batsman he 
ever Itowled to? Was it Everton 
Weekes, who in 1948-49 hit four 
centuries and a 90 in successive 



Nelson, on a recommendation made 
by Joe llardstaff sr, who had been 
umpiring in the match against Essex 
in 19 Jr> when I hit a hundred in each 
innings. After the war, league cricket 
changed, because you could play in 
Scotland, for instance, and earn just as 
mucli—^and some players preferred to 
do so.' 

As lor the modern game, the Lala 
feels 'over-professionalism has 
spoiled the whole charm of the game. 
In our lime it used to be a gentleman's 
game'. He agreed thaian ex-player as 
manager could guide the team in 
cricket matters, but 'the best manager 
I've ever come across anywhere was 
PankaJ Gupta'. Amarnath had a 
difficult relationship with Indian 
board president Anthony de Mello, 
but he was forthright enough to admit 
de Mello had Ireen easily the finest 
Indian cricket administrator he'd 
known, though he felt current Board 
secretary Jaginohan Dalmiya had a lot 
of potential. 

'If 1 ever fought an election in 
Pakistan, I'd win!' the Lala 
commented on his popularity across 
the border. ‘I'm really proud of the 
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great regard and respect the people 
there have for me'. He had been 
manager of the first Indian side to tour 
Pakistan, early in 1955, and he 
considered it an achievement that he 
was able to bring back the team 
undefeated. 

A fter a heart attack some eight 
years back, Amarnath's left big 
to<‘ had to be amputated a few years 
ago—when cricket fan Rajiv Gandhi, 
then Prime Minister, was a surprise 
visitor one day when the I.ala was 
alone in his hospital room. The Laid 
and his good natured wife have lived 
in Delhi since moving from Patiala in 
1957, and are now in a second-floor 
apartment not too far from Qutb 
Minar. Daughters Kainala and Dolly 
are also in New Delhi, as is youngest 
son Rajinder, who was a Ranji player. 
Older sons Surinder (I IK on first 
appearatue tor India, against Sii 
Lanka; then 124 on Test debut, against 
New Zealand) and Mohindei (I I 
centtiries in 69 Tests, Man of Itie 
Match m 1981 Woi Id Cup final) are in 
Ahmedabad and Bombay res|>eclively. 

We'd talked about a lot of things, 
without evei actually discussing the 
sensitive 1956 tour. But it had to come 
up, when I asked the I.ala to name the 
most disa|)pointing iHcasion in his 
career 

The most disappointing event was 
tieingsent back home before the ’lest 
series began on the 1956 tour. You 
see, that was my prime year, and I 
know I'd have been a great success, 
both in baiting and in bowling. I must 
also say that, during my Test career, 
we had the best learn in 1956, but the 
worst captain. Why was I sent back? I 
can tell you this much, it wasn't for 
discijtlmary reasons; but it had to do 
with politics That's all 1 shall say now. 
My autobiography should be coming 
out in six months, and it'll have the 
lull .story...' 

After starting with some cooling 
sorbet, we'd gone through two rounds 
of tea, by which lime Rajinder had 
come to drop his father home. They 
were going in a convenient direction 
for me, so the interview ended — as it 
had begun — in a car, driving through 


Hw strange 'skip' bowling action of 
Amsmalh 

Delhi. There was time for one last 
question; was The Don also the best 
captain he encountered? 

'The best ca[»tain I came across was 
D.R .lardine. Test cricket is a tough 
battleground, and I must tell you 1 
appreciated his Bexlyline strategy.’ 


So, at the very last, a controversial 
comment from the man reputed to 
relish conirovcTsy. Many jx'ople had 
warned me he was a crusty old man. 1 
didn't find him so: 1 returned to 
Calcutta as much enriched by his 
warmth ashy the partaking of his 
cricket knttwledge. • 

CCXimtSY WlSOCNr.HH',MTMONIHiy 
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I N an on-going process 
lo improve the 
presentation and add 
more (un and 
entertainment to men's 
professional tennis, the 
ATP Tour, with the 
cxMjpcration of 
Tournament Director Jim ■ 
Westhall, introduced 
"Stadium Fntenainmcnt" 
recently at the Volvo 
International. The 
innovations were 
enthusiastically received 
by fans—especially young 
fans—and generaied 
spirited discussions among 
players, fans, and the 
media worldwide. Mark 
Miles, Chief lixecutive 
Officer of the Tour, railed 
tlie results "very 
promising," and said the 
Tour was moving forward 
in its commitment to make 
the game more 
lan-friendly 

Among I he innovations 
were. 

• On-court post-match 
interviews with players 
Popularised in Australia, 
this innovation was a hii as 
players who won their 
matches answered 
questions not only from 
Tour and TV interviewers, 
but from spectators as well, 
with the interviews heard 
throughout the stadium. 
Boris Becker, the 
tournament champion, did 
five interviews, and his 
cooperation, and his great 
rapport with the fans 
helped set a positive tone 
that made him No. 1 in 
New Haven. 

"I think the interviews 
with the fans arc good 
because it shows off tlie 
personalities of the players 
that the fans might 
otherwise not see," Becker 
said. 

• Players introduced to 
music they had selected in 
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advance. Tour evenis in 
Stockholii), Milan and 
Aniwen’ have pioneered 
the use of music during 
introductions to add more 
excitement to the matches. 
Playeis and speoaiors in 
New Haven enjoyed the 
musical introductions. Pete 
Sampras, recovering from 
tendinitis in his foot, told 
journalists in a cttnfcrence 
call that if he had played in 
New Haven, he would 
have probably chosen a 
song by Led Zeppelin to 


help pump himself and the 
crowd up for the match. 
Why even the stoical Ivan 
Lendl likes the music. 

• Contests With a 
chance to win prizes 
ranging from T-shirts to 
free trips, fans of all ages 


had a chance to come on 
the court and try their luck 
at various skill contests. 
Several young fans even 
had an opportunity to try 
to return the serve of ATP 
Tour players such as 
Robbie Weiss. 


• Music during 
changeovers. This was the 
most debated innovation 
as rock music was played 
during the breaks in games. 
Reaaion among fans and 
players was mixed, and 
Miles said the ATP Tour 
will go back to the drawing 
board to study this 
particular innovation 
before deciding how to 
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PEOPLE ARE TALKING 


wndd hesnaetMt^Swedldi. fMtAd^lIcneetteor 
sonMthii^^ that n«tty boftogstHfl.^—StiaCan 
Edbecg on what aoiig fete wouhl pick if anisic was 
used dmint UshitnKloctioa. 


“1 am a Rcfk fan for the last feurweeks.'*—Jason 
Stoltcidbetgnf Atu^sdia alto hnyfog tilie home of 
CiniciniWriitedsshncfogtopBaHYLwktota 
Chlaadfl^ FImUsl 




"1 think you can play gtxid tennh until you arc 90, sure. 
Which gives iik another two wecks.''^—aitt-Year-rdd 
Mats Wilander, who turned 30 on August 22. 


"It's like trying to return boHets out of a gun. It was too 
mudi for me."—Yevgeny Kafelnikov on retumtog 
Marc Rosset's scnne. 


... 



"Oh, everything is fine between us. We talk together 
and have lundi together. Anything else has been made 
up by die German media."—Roris Becker on his 
i^tlatsdilp with countryman Mkiiael Sthk. 

"ft happens, it can be a momentum change. You have 
to always be ready, you can't go to McDoiiudds.—well, 
Andie can."—Jim Couiier on rain dekiys and 
Andic Agassi's eating haMts 


"A kmg timeafo when I was a juifior I hadan 
ahuninhun lactfucl-t>n the ground and smashed 
hdmut 15 itobohdw wfii; Irat 
luweh'ticii^inbMk a racqimtsince 

Bdbccg on Idi steady loiiiHQoutt tfl^nsMocL 


auteg>qpl»liiw30BiinnteB.ioB^^ , 
^fint^rounddoaUeswin^..’ 


■ !.*■■■ A.-il 


^for tbenekt sfacnonths add fd-have'iowllh . ■' 

touoaameui.''' MiikMi^fckonkfotkwi^ 
calwovcra«lifo.^liayikiMfatlraneiaitffo^ 

"God bkra JhBiny f ConnoRl and Ilk MaMara^'i^ 
browgbt a lac of people o^ tofhe oMUtsj bw idj^difid 
everacsed ffioe tfaemlfaMsKwIdhe the^dme 
P^yteu^'C,«iiMCp^^ • ' 


proceed. "The sport comes 
first," Miles said, "and no 
innovation should detraa 
from the quality of play." 

To assess the impact of 
Stadium Fnteriainment 
innovations, the ATP Tour 
and the Volvo 
International ci’listed the 
services of Gold & Ward 
(G&W), liu., a 
Connect icut -based 
marketing strategy and 
research firm that has 
been involved in survey 
research for i 5 years. 

In addition to Stadium 
Entertainment, G&W 
solicited spectator opinion 


at the Volvo International 
on ATP Tour rules changes 
such as allowing 
spontaneous reaction 
during points and 
unrestricted movement in 
the upper tier of the 
stadium so long as neither 
is done to distract players. 

In survey results, the 
most revealing statistic 
showed that 100 per cent 
of young fans surveyed 
(ages 12 to 18) said that the 
Stadium Entertainment 
made tennis more fun to 
watch or made no 
difference, with 72 per cent 
saying the innovations had 
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ATP TOUR MUSICAL TOP 20 


niadr letinis iiu)ri- fun. 

Among adults, 77 per 
cent of those surveyed said 
that on-court interviews 
with player.s after niatcfies 
made tennis more 
enjoyable, with 62 percent 
saying that fans asking 
questions of players made 
tennis more enjoyable 
Also, 60 percent of adults 
found musical 
introduction of players 
more enjoyable. As for 
music during changeovers, 
44 per cent of adults said 
that it made the match 
more enjoyable; 37 per 
cent said it made the match 


Pate Sampras seen here with his 
girlfrienii during the US Open 

less enjoyable; and 19 per 
cent said it made no 
difference. 

Miles said the ATP Tour 
will study the complete 
survey and also consult 
with the players as part of 
the on-goir g process. He 
said the Tour will include 
some of these innovations 
at the IBM/ATP Tour 
World Championship in 
Frankfurt, in November, as 
well as at other IBM/ATF 
Tour events the rest of tfie 
year. • 






Mixetiukaa 
SUauneitiniK:,* 

LA^WOBunt— 

CTOtJhealCnllie . 

Hw&y tbalc WiMoan 
Forget, 

»iK« iDon't Barn Yriu {Ow 

Me<|vedev ■ 

AiWe(PeadJBmH-AlexO'BiiRi . 

In tbe AbTonJg^ <FiiS 


Vo^e (MadoiutaH-^Hazo Motsuakd 
Ihimderstrudc {ACtnc^^fma Black 
F^t 1^ With Hre (Metdltca)~<3)esnefc0v 
Paradtst Oty (tium 'n Rofies^--Uifce Jtsueh/Jan 
Sieraerink . 

Classicos de la Fiovincia <Carh» Viva>)—Maoiise 
Rua^Jaan Garat 



SPECTATOR SURVEY RESULTS 

CONDUCTED BY GOLD h WARD 


* ADULTS BESULTS 

More 

No 

Less 


Enjoyable Difference F.njoyable 

Musical Intros 

60% 

18% 

23% 

On-court interviews 

77% 

16% 

8% 

Fans' questions 

62% 

20% 

19% 

On-court contests 

56% 

25% 

18% 

Music/changeovers 

44% 

19% 

37% 

* Based on sample of 470 adults 



* CHILDREN'S RESULTS 



Musical intros 

69% 

24% 

6% 

On-court interviews 

83% 

13% 

4% 

Fans' questions 

85% 

11% 

4% 

On-court contests 

72% 

28% 

0% 

Music/changeovers 

55% 

21% 

23% 

Overall view of 
changes 

72% 

28% 

0% 

* Based on sample of 100 children (12-18 years old) 











TENNIS 

INDEX 


HAT King Henry Vlll of 
fingland was said to be doing 
while wife Anne Bolcyn was having 
her head chopped off: Playing leiinis. 

N umber of Spanish women 
players rankl'd in ihe world lop 
90 besides No. 2 Aranixa Sanchez 
Vuario and No. 3 Conchita Martinez: 
0 . 


E stimated size of the tv 

audience that watched the March 
1994 exhibition in St. Petersburg, 
Russia, featuring Bjorn Borg, Jimmy 
Connors and .lolin McEnroe: 50 
million viewers. 

W HAT Jim Courier says he'd 
much rather be than a tennis 
player; "A rock and roll star." 


M ale celebrity who came first 
in a "lovely legs" poll by 
Australian women: World No. 20 
Patrick Rafter. 


P LAYER rated the most intelligent 
in the same survey: Michael 
Chang. 


HAT volatile Wimbledon 
finalist Goran Ivanisevic bet his 
manager Ion Tiriac and Formula One 
magnate Bernie Ecclesion: That he 
wouldn't throw his racket during the 
tournament fortnight. 


H OW Chris Even has condemned 
the new generation of tennis 
players: As "unapproachable, 
defensive, isolated". 
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W HAT Artliiii Ashe called Soiuh 
African poll siai Gary Player lor 
his len(e-sininf> j)osiiion on apartheid 
in Ashe's book, Olf The Court. "A 
hypocrite." 

W HAT horrilied heanlifiil French 
standout Didi Vlasto in 1926: 

She learned Sn/anne Lenglen 
proposed to let herself be massaged by 
a man 

P LAYER rated the biggest cheat in a 
recent Tennis Magazine (France) 
survey ol 6‘5 lop male pros Austria's 
Horst Skoff. 

'^"'HE best player that vvoild No. 11 
I Magnus Gustafsson says he has 
overplayed. 20-year-old Russian 
Yevgeny Kafelnikov 

W HATLori McNeil, who upset 
Steffi Graf at Wimbledon, did 
when she once received 1,000 roses 
from then heavyweight boxing 
tThampion Mike Tysom She gave 999 
of them to a hospital. 


m 


N umber of consecutive years that 
the U S Open was won by Ivan 
Lendl or the player who beat liitn: 11. 






W HAT Andrei Medvedev has 

above his bed: A poster of Mats 
Wilander, his boyhood idtil. 

N UMBER of the 56 men players at 
the 1994 German 0|K*n who 
listed their home base as Monte Carlo: 
17. 

N umber of times in the past eight 
years that Andre Agassi has lost 
in the first round of the U.S. Open: 4. 

W HAT German Davis Cup coach 
Boris Breskvar declared when 
unseeded Lori McNeil upset Steffi 
Graf in the first round at Wimbledon: 
"The Steffi Graf era is over." 

C OACH who once said that "Some 
day parents will bring their 
new-born babies to me’: Nick 
Bolletticri. 

Compiled by Paul Fein 




called *Fidelity‘? 
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READERS' 

uiz 


QUESTIONS 


1 *1 have often been 
• asked to dehne 
perfection in sport. This is 
it/ wrote Robin Marlar. 
What exactly was he 
referring to? 

2 Why was Fred Lory. 

• disqualified although 
he was the first to cross the 
line in the 1904 Olympic 
marathon? 

3 Who owns a 
• speedboat 


What is a 'dot-ball' in 


4 What is 
•cricket? 



5 What is the name of 
• the sport which has 
cross-country running 
with the aid of map and 
compass? 

6 John Arlott said of a 
• cricketer that his 
stance was "almost as if 
someone has pulled the 
st<K>l away from him.” 
Name the cricketer. 

7 What record did 
• Lancashire establish 
in tine-day cricket in 1990? 

8 Who has hit the 
• fastest century of all 
time.... in just 26 minutes? 

9 What did King Henry 
• vni stake and lose in a 
game of dice? 

T What is a ‘refusal 
X vF • in the equestrian 
event? 


U Moliinder 

• Amarnaih called 
the Indian selectors 'a 
bunch of jokers’. What did 
Botham call the English 
selectors? 


Answer to 0.6 


SAIF M. HUSSAIN 

39/1 A, GORA CHAND ROAD, 

CALCUTTA-700 014 


All readers are requested to send a passport size 
txilour photograph of themselves along with their 
entries. TItc picture will be carried along with the 
quiz if sek*cted. 
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ANSWERS 


1. AiimbddiQ'spadtjBewK«pwi^ 
vestkalbat. 

2. Becan^hetooka rlde. 

1. FoartnorU.S. Pre^deitt George Bush. 

C A baU bonded whidi does not 
ruiL Only a dot Is recoiled on the 
score-shm. 

5. Orieniectii^ 

A G.R.:What»llgll. ? 

7. ‘Ihcfitnitnyb^iae^tnd^tmetow^l^ 
nuijqr ottCfdar towuusiffi 
lind BensooiB'Hedges. 

B. Tom Moody of Australia lor 
Warwidahice against Glamotgan. 

9. The behs-ofold St. Paul's Chun^. . . 

10. H a hcRse goes around «nobsta<^ instead ' 

; termed IS 

' 11. .Ghi^^lKBdwd'doddfav^'^ ^ ” 
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GOLDSTAR PRESENTS A VCP 
THAT PLAYS GAMES WITH YOUR CHILDREN 

Behold a great new home entertainment idea. The Goldstar Video Cassette 


Player-cunvVideo Game Player. As a VCP, it’s the world’s latest, with 


features like Auto Head Cleaning and Digital AuUi Tracking — simply 
state-of'the-art. 

Insert a Game Cartridge in the slot and the VCP becomes a pulse-pounding 
Video Game Player, which will have your kid (and even you!) in raptures. 
It will take your whole family through a myriad animated adventures. 







Brought to India by : 

BEmVSSR ELECntONlCS LTD. 

, b-B, Madiura Road, Jangpura, New Delhi-110 014. 
Phone : 4631456 Fax ; 91-11-4627350. 

BRANCH SAUS OFFICES: DELHI: 4631456, SONIPAT; / 2 a 2630 
LUDHIANA: 0443.56, LUCKNOW; 791/9, GHAZIA8AO: /2345C 
JAIPUR: 517534, CALCUTTA: 349485, BHUBNESHWAR: 406732, 
INDORE: 468756, PATNA: 226183, AHMEOABAD; 441413 (PP), 
QUWAMAD: 541843. BOMBAY: 4090039 

'■ . 


GoldStar 

THE CHOICE OF 140 COUNTRIES 
H -fL-W_LJil_I >>1 r. I A 







AND QUIET 
FLOWS 




World Cup referee 


PHILIP DON on 


the conflicting loves 


of his hobby 


(refereeing) and his 


profession 


(a headmaster) 


^'tr^FRl: wjv minh controversy 3nd 
R debate over hnnlwU refereeiiif; 
alter this summer's World Cup. The 
new rules and implementations have 
led to a call for prtdessional relerecs. 
Philip Don was one of the better 
referees at this World Cup A slender, 
wiry man. with attractive features, he 
started tefeieeiiif; at theaf;e of 14. 
Today, he is 42 years, a FIFA approved 
lefetee and a headmaster at the South 
London school. These are his views. 

How did you become a referee? 

I siartcd rffcrecinn when 1 was 14. I'd 
play soccer in ihe morning; and ihen 
leleree a game in llie allernoon. 

WIkmi I wasai college. I'd supplemeni 
my grant by refeieemg iliree limes a 
week. 

Why did you become a referee? 

I've always been a methodical and 
Of ganised jhtsoii. I've always 
tapiained teams I've played m. Maybe 
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refereeing is an extension of that. 
Power. Maybe, that's it Maybe 1 get a 
kick out of being in control. 

Referees do tend to lack a status, 
as compared to players? 

That's true. I remember how once, at a 
League ground, I had to ask for an air 
freshener because the referee's room 
was next to a publie urinal. Then at 
another ground, we had to change in 
the laundry room, as there was no 
other place for us. A.nd then I 
remember once in a pre-match 
briefing by me, there was no sjracc at 
ail and the linesmen stood in the 
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PERSONAL ITY 


shower to listen to me. But then, the 
status of the referee has improved 
after this World Cup. 

Like how? 

Well, in this World Cup, it showed the 
crucial part that refeiees have ui play 
in the way the game is played. The 
laws weren't really changed all that 
much. What FIFA actually did was to 
remind relerees ol whai their 
responsibilities are. Afiei all. 
something had to be done to make the 
game more entertaining. 

In England, for example, people 
were paying a lot of money and not 


My problefn n fliat the 
hol^ is takiiHliiW my 
job as htailimtor. I 
have already tunied 
dowa eae trip to Imppe 
this year bedaiipa It 
comae bi school liaie. ff 
tmiss too maiiy games, 
ni be taken oh me list 
So what do I do, resign? 

— ' I 



much of what they saw, was worth 
the price of admission. There seemed 
to be too much pressure on 
management and players to be 
negative and forget abtiut the 
spectaltirs. 

I believe FIFA atid the referees 
changed all that. Most importantly, 
FIFA have allowed referees to appear 
in the media to explain their problems 
and what they're trying to do. 

Do you think, it's a good thing? 

Yes, I am in favour of it. At one time, 
all that referees were allowed to say 
was 'no comment'. Now we have a 
much more important profile and it 
can only lead to greater 
understanding bet ween all of us 
responsible for making sure that the 
game gives value for money. 

It will take a season or two for the 
game tti come to terms with the new 
philosophy and what we referees 
have to do in the meantime is to 
achieve consistency 

Which mean.s? 

As relerees. we have to liold regular 
meetings, watch videos, work out a 
consistent approach. More 
im[K)rtantly, if we are wrong and the 
video evidence tells us we are, then 
we should own up. 

Do you think the time has come 
for referees to take it as a full time 
job, as professionals? 

Well, 1 am ambivalent about it. Last 
season, I had to take nine weeks 
unpaid leave Irotn my school, I have 
not been lecmnpensed lor the loss of 
earnings. I think there is a case lor 
paying referees more inonc'y but nin 
for tliein becoming full lime officials. 

Why is that? 

The truth is that if 1 had a five year 
contract with good money, iiensions, 
lile assurance and all that, I might 
become complacent. As it is, on my 
presetit one-year contrart. I'm always 
striving for perfection. 

PkHip Dm w actiM daring a World Cap 
awtek. He tel a high l e p ata f iM for 
consistaacy aad making the ri^ dacitiM 
andar tarrific pratsaro 



You were a full time referee 
during the World Cup, isn't it? 

Yes, I suppose so. And lo Icll you 
frankly, ii was boring. Because, after I 
had trained, kH>ked at videos of my 
Iasi game, prejwred for the next, there 
was nothing else to do. It was really 
very iHtring. 

So you have no plans then of being 
a fulltime referee? 

My problem now is that the hobby is 
taking over the job as headmaster. As I 
told you earlier, I had nine weeks 
ui;t>aid leave last year and it's getting 


fai tMs WorM Ca|h for the first time, the 
imge rtei i C B el rehrees wss imderscored 

to the stage where the governors and 
staff might Ite saying that I arn not 
s|)ending enough time at schiHil. I'll 
have to sit down and think about what 

",■■ . ' ■ ■' ' '' 
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to do. I have already turned down one 
trip to Europe this year bt'cause it 
comes in school time. If 1 miss 
too many games. I'll be taken off the 
list. So what do I do, resign? 

This is the dilemma that Philip Don is 
facing. He is fascinated by the art of 
refereeing but at the same time, he 
knows that there is not enough 
money in it to ha ve a decent life. But if 
the monetary emoluments increase 
substantially you can he sure what 
Philip Don will be doing in future. # 

Interviewed by William Rhodes 



South 

Africa- 

India: 

Love-all 





India and South Africa are evenly poised 
when they meet on 23-25 September 
for the Davis Cup tie. And if India’s 
performance in 1993 Davis Cup is 
anything to go by, India may come up 
with yet another winner. 

But one thing is certain. 
Whatever be the outcome of 
the tie, the Indian team, 
sponsored by Steel Authority of 
India Limited will once again put up a 
gritty performance. With the will of 
steel. Sail ahead India. Ail of us in this 
country and at SAIL are with you. 


sTaLmmioiHivoFinDiR umiTED 

BuHding industry through trust 



INDIA-SOUTH AFRICA DAVIS CUP, SEPT. 23-25 

Playing In The Zone! 


T he old order in Indian tennis has 
changc4.giving way to the new but 
the transition is proving to be painful 
for all those who are concerned. 
And so once again, the future of Indian 
tennis—in terms of talent—will be on view as 
India goes into the Davis Cup tic against South 
Africa. It would be prudent to remind 
ourselves in this case that should India lose 
the tie then they will drop out of the world 
group and start the painful fight for survival in 
the zonal play-offs. The elevation to the world 
group after that—if it does come—^will teach 
both the Indian tennis officials and the players 
a valuable les.son in terms of commitment and 


That'S what 
Lcaader Paes 
and Co. will 
have to do if 
India is to 
avoid being 
relegated 
front the world 
group to the 
zonal plav-offs 


understanding. Because it is precisely the 
absence of these two qualities in both the 
parties concerned that is hampering the 
growth of Indian tennis. 

The Indians, it will be remembered, went 
into their tie against the USA in Delhi with a 
totally new-look and inexperienced squad. 
True enough, that final scoreline (5-0) 
complemented the depth of talent that was in 
the squad. What was heartening to note, 
however, was the fact that the raw potential 
available in some of the individuals in the 
squad seem to give us hope for the future. 

The tie against the USA seemed to be the 
ideal time to blood some of the inexperienced 




youngsters in the squad. The bottomline was 
that India, at that time—in the absence of 
Ramesh Krishnan—had nothing to lose, and 
certain players could choose that moment to 
give the country some evidence of their talent 
even while facing defeat; it could have the 
powers that be with some pointers towards 
their gradual development. 

The results that came out of this experiment 
were somewhat mixed, .laideep 
Mukherjea, after conducting a series of 'trial' 
matches between Asif Ismail and Zeeshan Ali 
finally opted for the latter. Mukherjea's final 
choice seemed to raise quite a few eyebrows as 
Ismail for perhaps the first time had gained 
some amount of fluency in his tennis and was 
then currently enjoying the privilege ol being 
double national champion: on both hard 
court and on grass. Ismail's then current 
status should have clinched the argument in 
his favour but the results of the trial matches 
went against him. 

Mukherjea's incorrect )udgeinent and Ali's 
paucity of determination ensured that India 
lost the first singles. Sure, Zeeshan Ali played 
Jim Courier and would not have won. The 
public had quietly accepted the inevitable, but 
what they could not stomach was the 
spineless manner in which Ali lost. Neither 
the fans nor the team could quite believe what 
they saw. Though Ali has been invited to be 
part of the squad for the tic against South 
Africa, it is being heavily rumoured that his 
Davis Cup career is all but over. In his absence, 
Mukherjea may give the untested Asif 
Ismail the break that he has been long wailing 
for. 

While Asif Ismail seems to be standing on a 
very important nung in his caree,^Gaurav 
Natekar has already won over countless fans 
with his positive and encouraging display in 
the doubles tie against the USA. Partnering 
Leander Paes who at 21, is already a Davis Cup 
veteran, serving his country with great 
distinction, Natekar did not seem to be over¬ 
awed by the importance of the occasion. 
Added to that was the fact that he played the 
game of his life against the world class doubles 
pair of Patrick McEnroe and Richey Renebe rg. 
The Indians lost the doubles in the end, but 
not their self-respect. 

Which brings us to dwell on India's fortunes 
on the tie that is to be played against South 
Africa. In terms of historical significance, this 
tie has a lot of importance. The two countries 
are meeting after a gap of 20 years. Historical 
moments aside, what will be really difficult 
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is making a prediction on the outaime of this 
meeting. Both countries, if the individual 
rankings of their top singles players are 
ignored, could actually go into this tie with 
equal chances. South Africa's only threat will 
obviously be in the form of Wayne Ferreira . 
Once ranked in the world's top 10 in the latter 
half of 1992, Ferreira has currently cemented 
his place in the top 20. Being the first South 
African in the top 20 since Christo Van 










-l^^CENTLY,THE 

KIWIS SEOTTEI> SOME 


Birds like Subaru, Toyota and 
Mitsubishi recently sipped 
through kiwi countryside in the 
New Zealand leg of the Asip- 
Pacific Championship. Watch 
the international car rally stars 
of the 55S Subaru World Rally 
Team try and wrest the initiative 
as this gripping championship 
moves from kiwiland to the 
intriguing tracks of Malaysia. On 
ZEE TV at 4.30 pm on 2nd 
October. Don’t miss this flight. 
Other World RaUy e|dsodes 
will be telecast on Zee TV om 
6 Nov. 4.30 pm. 4 Dee. 4.30 
pm. 1 Jan 1995, 4.30 pm. 



STKAJVOE BIRDS 
FLY FAST THEM. 



(Please reconfim wilk Zm TV sehednle for esset dates and tfanmgs,} 



PREVIEW 


Rensbiirgin 1988. 

Ferreira also has a considerable amount of 
experience in doubles and this is amply 
illustrated by the fact that 
his doubles ranking stood at 17. Ferreira, by 
ail accounts, is one of the most talented 
players on the ATParcuit.And this claim is 
amply bolstered by the fact that he has won 
two singles titles this year (at ()liio and 
Indianapolis) apart from reaching the 
quarter-finals at Queens— when he lost to 
Pete Sampras—and Wimbledon where he 
lost in five tight sets to Todd Martin Ferren'^a 
has also reached the finals ol A'fP 
tournaments in Manrhesler and Rotterdam 
where he lost to Patrick Rafter and Mic'hael 
such, respectively. 

South Africa's second singles player, 

Maicos Ondiuska managed to make a 
promising debut to his tennis career at one 
tune acquiring a career-high ranking ol 27 m 
the middle ol I99F. Bin simetlien Ondriiska 
seems to have lost his vision falling to 
1 in the singles ranking It is imeresting, 
howevej. to note that Onduiska fiad lost to 
Leander Paes m the finals of the Wimbledon 
Juniors in 1990 and as fa i as playing on grass 
— against Pac’s - is tonceined, the odds will 
be heavily stai ked against tlie .South Alrican. 

But then glass, they say, can be a great 
leveller and it is also a surface where Wayne 
Ferreira IS [HTfectly at boiiu’ Ills'94 singles 
win-loss record stands at 17-I9witha 10-1 
win-loss record on grass alone Both Ferreira 
and Ondruska have decent individual doubles 
rankings: 17 and 87, respectively, but it will be 
important to see if they can harmonise 
perfectly together. Ondriiska, however, can 
raise his game if he plays as his current coach 
and former player Miloslav Mecir used to 

For India, Leander Paes will be gelling 
ready to exhibit all his Davis Cup colour and 
firepower, qualities that he almost always 
[ruts on display. To Pac*s' credit, his singles 
career on the tour has witnessed a sudden 
resurgence and he has managed to break 
across the 150 barrier in the world rankings, 
even qualifying foi the singles and doubles at 
the recent US Open. Though his singles 
activity on the Tour has appeared sketchy at 
times, Paes has managed to create a 
reputation as a promising doubles player. 
Though he may have some limitations, his 
game, his Davis Cup commitment can never 
be questioned. On grass, therefore, his 
chances of beating Ondruska and putting up a 
detent display against Ferreira arc pretty 
good. In the doubles, however, Paes has a 



WAYNE FERREIRA 
Birthdate; September 15, 1971 
Turned pro: 1989 

Birthplace: .lohannesburg. South Africa 
Residence: Johannesburg, South Africa 
Height; 6'0'< 1.83m) 

Weight: 168 (76 kg) 

Plays: Right-fiandrd 
Career prfarc money; $ 1,709.496 
Highest singles ranking; 9 (October 26, 
1992) 

Highest doubles tanking; 18 (May 18, 
1992) 

YEAR-END RANKING HISTORY: 

1993:22 1990; 173; 1992: 12 1989: 229 


1991; 50 1988; 315 
Enjoys spending time off Tour in his 
Paris apartment....Ranked as the No. 1 
doubles junior in the world in i989, 
capturing the U.S. Open Juniors 
doubles crown (w/Siafford) and 
finishing no. 6 in singIes....At school he 
played cricket, soccer, and 
badminton....Represented his province 
(Transvaal) in each of these 
sports... JPather is a chartered 
accountant and mother is a 
bookkeeper....Has 17-0 overall Davis 
Cup reaird, including 11 -0 in 
singles....Coached by Keith Diepraam. 


promising pailner in Gaurav Natekar and if 
these two can elevate their game then llie 
chances of winning arc even. Asif Ismail on 
the other hand could have a g<H>d chance to 
play in this lie. Ismail's game finds solace on 
grass and is bolsiered by his big serve. What 
Ismail lacks at limes is temperament hut that is 
a problem which he should try and overcome 
in a big oeea- ion such as this. Moreover what 
Ismail lacks m talent he shtiuld try and make 
up with liis courage that could be the key 
ingredient il India are to defeat South Africa. 
The courage of will and the courage to fight 
and defeat all odds At a crucial tie like this, all 
tlial Leander Paes and Co. need to do is to kxik 
at their jirevious impressive Irack record. 
Then they should remind themselves that if 
they did it then, they can do it now. # 


Robin Chatteriee 
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T ilt U.S. Open needed a 

saviour and American tennis 
needed a bttx t)rfiee hii. And 
women's tennis needed the 
semblance of competition. Both 
came, by the end of the 1994 U.S. 
Open, but not exactly predicted by the 
experts. 

Ironically the redemption of 
American tennis came from an 
unlikely hero, a man who Ittsi in the 
early rounds of a big tournament two 
weeks before the OjH'n because of a 
flat tyre on the way to the stadium and 
ntek music played dining 
changeovers! Andre Agassi, ranked 
No. 20, single handedly salvaged the 
1994 U.S. OjK*n which got off to a 
disastrous start due to injuries and 
upsets. 

Being only the third iinseeded man 
in the 114-year history of the OfXMi is 
no mean achievement esjH’cially 
when the esteemed company consists 
of Mai Anderson (1957) and Fred 
Stolle(1966). 

Nor is being the first unseeded man 
to beat four seeded men on the way to 
the finals—Wayne Ferreira (13), 
Thomas Muster (11), Michael Chang 
(6) and Todd Martin (7). Remember 
Agassi had also faced a tough Guy 
Fctrget in the sc'cond round before he 
began the demolition of the seeds. In 
fact, only Forget and Chang could take 
a set away from him. 

The organisers of this tournament 
and CBS television network wanted 
an Agassi finals more than Agassi 
needed this title. Yet, what made the 
ultimate difference was Agassi's new 
found will to win. "It is not a question 
of proving anything, " he says. "Quite 
honestly, public's or the press's 
expectation of me 'to do it' or 'not to 
do it' is not making me want this any 
more or less. 1 want this because 1 
want this," 

Yet, expeciaiions had a lot to do 
with Agassi's ultimate succc'ss. 

Fven belore the first ball was 
served, this tournament was in 
trouble due to the unusually long 
injury list. With defending champion 
Sampras injured and .liin Courier in 
the stale of scum retirement, the 
dynamics of the whole tournament 
th.iiiged. 


The need for a marquee name was 
desjxrrate, Jimmy Connors could not 
be bribed with 3"wild card". John 
McEnroe had found his niche as the 
practic'e jiartner of Agassi and 
television commentator. 

That is where Agassi came in. Just as 
the organisers needed him, so did the 
New York crowd, which looks for that 
intangible which has nothing to do 
with tennis (nooffetKC Pete), but has 


everything to do with entenainrnent 
and excitement. 

The organisers and the media 
marketed Agassi from day one. But he 
has been packaged and promoted 
iKdore at the Open. That did not make 
him a champion. 

This time, destiny would play a 
greater role in forcing greatness out of 
Agassi. 

This time, the difference was that 
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Andre Agassi came In work not just to 
"play.” He tame to win the second 
most prestigious tennis tournament 
and to salvage his career rather than to 
provide comic relief. 

In the past many felt that Agassi had 
surrounded himself with the "wrong" 
crowd. Not bad people necessarily, 
but people who were 
ctTunierproduaivc to his success. This 
time, he came with a new entourage 


spearheaded by movie star Brooke 
Shields as girl frieod. Journeymen 
Biad Gilbert as coach and good old 
Johnny Me as practice partner. 

Evidently Gilbert had done 
something with .Agassi's mind. And 
Brooke was more of a supfHtrtive and 
nurturing presence than the 
distracting .older celebrity of 
the past. 

However, the real champion of the 


Aiwiftra SiacfcaE f ■■rily witlw 

tournament was the forgotten 
woman of the tournament Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario, who became the first 
S|)anish woman to win the 
tournament. 

Hardly anyone had picked her to 
win. As the media attention focused 
on Wimbledon ctiampion and 
compatriot Conchila Martinez, a 
reinvented Gabriela Sabalini and 
Mary Pierce, Aram xa went about her 
business working her way from the 
bottom half of the draw. 

No one other than Arantxa on the 
women’s U>ur could have recovers, d 
from the 22-minute blitz provided by 
Steffi Graf in the finals. Double's 
partner Jana Novotna summarised it 
all when she said. "1 think that the 
greatest thing is that Arantxa is very 
consistent, and very positive all the 
lime. No matter what the score is, she 
is always happy and positive and 
hustles whenever necessary." 

At the pi i/e presentation they 
booed the legenderyTonyTraberi, 
foi asking Graf about the impact of her 
injury on the outotme of the match. 
That sh(K.'king reaction showed how 
much the crowd wanted her to win. It 
won't allow any footnotes to faint that 
victory. In all fairness to Graf she 
didn't want to discuss her injury in 
defeat. 

Just Arantxa needed this win to 
prove tfiat she could excel beyond the 
clay courts of Europe, women's tennis 
needed a st ro ng challenger for G raf. 
Right now, there is nothing much out 
there besides Arantxa. A nonchalant 
and bored Conchila Martinez, a hot 
and arid Mary Pierce, the Gaby doll 
and the unpredicta ble Navotna arc 
not ready for that role. Until Jennifer 
Capriati and Monica Seles come back, 
petite Arantxa will have to keep jump 
starting the women's circuit. 

As the winner of two grand slams 
and the finalist in another, Arantxa 
has staked her claims f or the de facto 
No. I of 1994. Right now Steffi has a 
57 point edge, which could evaporate 
as she lakes time off for healing prior 
to the Virginia Slims in November. 0 
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PAHON PRESSED STEEL 
TANKS 

With a capacity that 
goes upto 15 iac 
litres, Patton Pressed 
Steel Tanks were the 
first to receive the 
approval certificate of 
IS! . 


PATTON PLASTIC TANKS 

Overhead and Loh, 
these tanks are 
manufactured with 
state-of-the-arl 
technology in 
seamless one piece 
construction with 
capacities ranging 
from too Itrs. to 
10.000 Itrs. from 
100'-'-. ‘ood grade 
materia: 


PATTON INSUUTED 
CONTAINERS WITH PUP' 

A large version of a 
typical Insulated 
Flask and made of 
100°G food grade 
material, it keeps 
contents fresh and 
hygienic for extended 
durations 


PATTION MATERIAL 
HANDLING CONTAINERS 

Tough and durable, 
stackable or 
nestable, these are 
ideal tor handling of 
tobacco, tea, yarn, 
jute, chemicals, sea 
food, fruits, etc. 


PATTON LUMINAIRES 

Made from 100% 
imported UV 
stabilised plastic 
material which 
imparts high 
resistance to 
discoloration due to 
UV rays as well as 
heat distortion 
characteristics, these 
luminaires are idea! 
for offices, clubs, 
hotels, parks, 
factories, etc 


PATTON TANKS LIMITED 

3C CrVCu-'d-~ o 0 C'C Pt'iori^s . 29*4369 4’48 4462 5049 Fax . (9Vi (33'i 296227 


CONTACT : 

AGARTALA - 224791,224985 ASANSOL - 203895. 204228 BOMBAY - 5618735, 5682665 BANGALORE - 2221496 2238071 
BURDWAN - 63624 BISHNUPUR - 52255, 52323 CALCUTTA - 298739. 295049 CUTTACK - 611452 DELHI - 6481068 
DHANBAD - 822001 DARJEELING - 2013. 2015 GANGTOK - 22883 GUWAHATI - 520972, 32560 HOOGHLY - 6631484 
HYDERABAD - 825455 IMPHAL - 20071 ITANAGAR - 2731, 3251 JAMMU ~ 43244, 43414 JAMSHEDPUR - 20089 427701 
KATHMANDU - 524019 MADRAS - 834393. 8252563 MALDA - 6685 MANGALORE 25082 PORT BLAIR - 21809 20977 
RANIGUNJ - 444^ RANCHI - 200066, 200073 SILIGURI - 30524, 30525 TALCHER - 40567 40867 TRIVANDRUM - 77165 
VISAKHAPATNAM - 66446 
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Seed after seed was hit 
by injuries and suffered 
surprise defeats at this 
year's US Open. As a 
result much of the charm 
was lost and the tennis 
was boring and listless 


BY GEORGE THQTTAM. NEW YORK | 


^ VEN before llie IIS Open began, the 
1 i tournament was beset by 
a " ’ withdrawals. Pelt Korda, the 16th 
ranked player of the game, pulled 
out due to a groin injury on the eve of the 
tournament. An aging .limmy Connors just 
refused to give bite the carrot offered by the 
tournament officials. A semi-relired Martina 
Navratilova was not confident erioiigli to 
make another run in spite of her flashy win m 
New Haven the week before ihe Open. 

Monica Seles and lennifer Capriati, two 
potential stars were far away licking their 
psychological scars 

When the Open began, the first casually 
was the set ond seed Cloran Ivanisevic.He is 
the biggest enigma in tennis today, (ioran had 
"retired hurt" during the opening match at 
Ihe Hamlet Ciup in Commack. Long Island 
against Richey Reneberg. The man who 
professes his hatred lor hard courts, was 
suffering from a pulled left hip flexor. A close 
four-seller against Markus Zoecke of 
Germany was the best Goran could do, at tfie 
US Open. 

Todd Martin, the up-and-coming American 
seeded 0, Uioked rusty from a groin injury 
which limited his play this summer and he 
almost lost his first round enaiunler with 91 si 
ranked Frenchman Guillaume Raoux. Even 
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Boris Becker had a first 
round nighlniare loss to 
Richey Reneberg 


in the- later rounds, Martin's wins were not 
very pretty. 1-oriunately for American tennis, 
Martin scramhled enouijli victories to liect'ine 
the only man to be in the semi finals (>f t hree 
Grand Slams this season. 

Three-time champion Ivan Lendl's exit due 
to a bad back was rather dramatic. DuriiiB his 
second round match against Brend 
Karbacher, who disjtosed of India's Leander 
Paes in the first round, Lendl was refused 
immediate medical attention. He was asked to 
wait till the next changeover. "Well, I can't 
play" was the former chamjiioii's resfionse. 
Lendl, who claims to be "fit but not healthy," 
still wouldn't admit that this coulil be his swan 
song at a tournament m which he has made 
eight consecutive finals appearances. 

I.indsay Daveniwrl, the top ranked 


American and the sixth seed, has been 
troubled by leg injuries. The new high school 
graduatecame in with an impressive 18-3 
record. The demolition of Pam Shriver in the 
first round was not a sign of things to come for 
the 6 leet 2 inch Californian was virtually 
immobile during her third round match 
against the diminutive Mana F.ndoof .lapan. 
Ironically, the 44th ranked Endo had beaten 
her last year in Eastbourne, England. 

This Open was supposed to witness 
Lindsay's coronation as the new queen of 
American tennis. With Jennifer Capriati out 
of the scene, the leading American contenders 
were an aging Zina Garrison and a fading 
Mary .Uh* Fernandes. Unfortunately, the . 
perfeci starlet, Mary Pierce, had defected to 
France years ago. The choice by elimination 
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was Lindsay with an imposing figure and an 
adorable personality. Injury certainly played a 
big part in delaying the coronation. 

Richey Rcnebcrg, the unheralded and 
un.seeded American hero, who turned Boris 
Becker's comeback dream into a nightmare 
on the first night of the tournament, had to 
retire from his prequarterfinal match against 
Todd Martin. 

The next major wounded soldier to go was 
the defending champion himself. Pete 
Sampras would have skipped any other 
tournament, besides the Open and 
Wimbledon, in his present physical condition. 
He showed up because he had to defend his 
title. Last summer, Pete had put his foot where 
the money was. Evidently Mkeand Pete don't 
mix. 

He sprained his ankle slightly when his shin- 
stuck on the grass at Wimbledon, then injured 
tendons and ligaments in his left ankle at the 
Davis Cup. Just five days before the 
tournament, Sampras had to pull out of the 
Hamlet doubles. He had not played since the 
Davis Cup against the Netherlands in 
mid-July. 

Although Pete fooled everyone as he 
breezed through the first two rounds, signs of 
trouble were evident as he struggled against 
Roger Smith i>f Bermuda. The blisters on the 
right ftK>t during the 3 hour 38 minute match 
with journeyman Jaime Yzaga of Peni and 
severe exhaustion prevented Pete from 
stretching his luck in the fifth set. 

Anybody who saw him come within one 
point of the fifth set tie breaker after trailing 
2-5, would never question his will and class. 
He simply had run out of gas as a result of the 
long lay off and crippling injuries. "I hit the 
wall today," he said. "The way I'm feeling 
right now, I feel like 1 could not pick up a 
racket for four months." 

Injuries alone did nut claim all the 
casualties of the 94 Open. Most of the young 
turks like David Wheaton, Andrei Medvedev, 
Patrick Rafter, Richard Krajicek and Yevgeny 
Kafelnikov folded without a tough fight, 
while some of their lesser known peers forced 
their way into the quarter final. 

After Sampras and third seeded Sergei 
Bruguera folded in the round of 16, there 
were just three seeds left in the men's 
draw—a highly motivated Michael Stich (4), 
the Cinderella of the tournament, Todd 
Martin (9) and Thomas Muster (13). It was 
not quite what the organisers hadplanned. 


. I' .——-- — . . .. — - 

A 'CONCRETE' 
RESPONSE 

I The organisers of the US Open had 
j doctored the courts, to slow down the 

I pace of the game 

I 

I rr^HE organisers of the United States Open, have doaored the 
' JL courts in an attempt to moderate the pace of the game in the 
I face of mounting criticism concerning serve-dominated matches. 
I Though the speed of the Flushing Meadow concrete is 

! medium compared with the Wimbledon lawns, the United 
I States Tennis Association decided to resurface the aturts, 
trusting that a deeper coating of rubber would increase the 
I opportunities for rallying. 

j The metamorphosis of the US Championships tiegan 20 years 

ago, when the traditional grass courts ceased to be fashionable. 
Worn, scorched lawns at Forest Hills, even before the 
j tournament commenced, were reminiscent of concluding 
weekends at Wimbledon, and the bounce was uneven. 

After Jimmy Connors and Billie Jean King won tlie singles 
titles in 1974, the grass was replaced by green American clay. 
This remained for three years, until a deputation of United States 
players, with Anhur Ashe to the hire, persuaded the organisers 
that the slow surface presented too great an advantage to 
Europeans and Latin Americans. Concrete came when the 
tournament was transferred to the National Tennis Centre at 
Flushing Meadow in 1978. 

It was interesting to see if the latest cosmetic surgery 
improved the complexion of the championships. Tom 
Gullickson, the United States Davis Cup captain, appeared 
confident that it had, contending that the all-court player no 
longer needs to feel intimidated by big-serving opponents. 


The only saving grace which kept the 
tournament alive beyond the quarter final 
was the determination and will of Andre 
Agassi. 

Steffi Graf, who skipped the SNET 
exhibition tournament in New Haven at the 
same time, due to back spasms, seems to be 
the only wounded soldier to march past the 
quarter final. Graf's back had flared up during 
the Canadian Open and she pulled out of New 
Haven. That seems to have prompted most 
pundits not to pick her as the potential winner 
on the eve of the tournament. 

UsuaUv upsets make a tournament exciting 
and lively. This is not the story of the 1984 US 
Open. It has been a dull, quiet and rather 
boring affair. Maybe the wounds of many 
prominent players have tempered the 
excitement of the upsets and debacles. # 


"i hit the waU 
today. The 
way Tm feeling 
right now, I feel 
like I could not 
pick a racket 
for four 
months/' — 
Pete Sampras, 
after his loss to 
Jaime Yzaga 
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OTHER EVENTS 

SF Pi 2!; Woiiii'ii’s half 
marathon champ, Oslo; 
PGA Cup match. Florida: 
Sr. Plaiwatt-r t'anoc 
Racing World Champ. 
Mexico; Tour of Ireland 
cycling. 

SIlM- 22. I.ancome 
Trophy golf. Pans; 
Women's Italian Open 
golf, Venice; Sr. 
Flaiwaier Canoe Rating 
World Champ, Mexico; 
Tour of Ireland cycling. 
Si;PT 2?- Jantxime 
Trophy golf, Paris: 
Women's Italian Open 
golf, Venice; Sr. 
Flatwaier Canoe Racing 
World Champ, Mexico; 
Tour of Ireland cycling; 
Davis Cup-India vs 
South Africa, Jaipui. 

SI Pi' 2'1 Lancome 
Trophy golf, Paris; 
Women's Italian Open 
golf, Venice; Sr. 
Flalwater Canm- Racing 
World Champ. Mexico: 
Tour of Ireland cycling. 



Sildda Emmhoi's GaM Cap 

Davis Cup-India vs 
South Africa, Jaipur. 
Sikkim Governor's Gold 
Cup, Gangtok. 

ShP'I 2S Lancome 
Trophy golf, Paris; 
Women's Italian Open 
golf, Venice, Sr. 
Flatwater Canoe Racing 

Whawillwiatte 
P a rt ayaaia Gtaad Prut? 
Taaa ada Priaw Sports Im 
thoaaswor 


World Champ, Mexico; 
Tour of Ireland cycling; 
San Marino 

molori ycling GP, 

Miigello; Davis 

Cup-India vs South 
Africa, Jaipur, Sikkim 
Governor's Gold Cup, 
Gangtok. Portuguese 
motor racing GP, Hsttiril 
M-.Pl 20 World Ma.sters 
Games cantieiiig events, 
Brishane; Sikkim 

Governor's C.old Cup, 
Gangtok. 

St Ft 27 World Master 
Gaines caniH-iiig events 
Brisbane; World tiliip 
billiards. Bombay. 

Sikkim Gos'eriior's Gold 
Cup, Gangtok 
SLPT World Masters 
Games canoeing events. 
Brisliane: Wtirld Cu|i 
billiards. Bombay; 

Sikkim Governor’s Gold 
Cup, Gangtok. 
sLI’i 2*^ German 
Masters golf, Stuttgart, 
World Masteis Gane-s 
canoeing events, 

Brisbane. World Cup 
billiards. Bombay. 

Sikkim Governor's Gold 
Cup. Gangtok 
SI !"l ')>* German 

Masters golf, Stuttgart, 
World Masters Games 
canoeing events. 

Brisbane; World Cup 
billiards, Bombay; 

Sikkim Governor's Gold 
Cup. Gangtok. 

0< I I 

German Mastei> golf, 
Stuttgart; World Masters 


Games canoeing events, 
Brisbane; World Cup 
billiards. Bombay, 

Sikkim Governor's Gold 
Cup. Gangtok; Women's 
World Squash, Giiernsay. 
<>(. 1.2; German Masters 
golf, Stuttgart; World 
Masters Games canoeing 
events, Brisbane; Laguna 
Seca motor racing, 
California; World Cup 
billiards, Bombay; 

Sikkim Governor's Gold 
(^tip, Gangtok; Women's 
World Sqtiash, Giiernsay. 





Big caiHMiRg •wants to lake 
place in Brisbane 

Cli S World Masters 
Games caniK-ing events, 
Brisbane, Fiiropean ji h 
women's weightlifting 
champ. Rome; Sikkim 
Governor's Gold Cup, 
Gangtok; Women's 
World Sqtiash. Giiernsay, 
0 < J 4 World Masters 
Games catii«-ing events, 
Brisbane, F.uro|>ean jr. h 
women's weightlifting 
champ, Rome, Sikkim 
Governor's Gold Cup, 
Gangtok; Women's 
World Squash, Guernsay. 







FORTNIGHT 


EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 

usuaJa 

WOMliN'S WOKI.D V01.L!:YBAI 1 f.MANI) J'RIX; 

During the last decade, volleyball has truly made its own 
revolution, coming Iroin aftar to reach first place in the eyes 
and hearts ol s|rorts-lovers Uirougliout the world The «)uahty 
and thrills offered by top level competitions worldwide 
attracts thousands of spectators in every city where they are 
hosted Now that the number of women's volleyball teams 
participating in the 1996 Olympic Games in Atlanta will 
incease by fifty per cent, the second annual World Volleyball 
Grand Prix is very im|K)rtanl The participating Olympic teams 
include China, Chinese Taitx’i, Japan, Korea, Cuba, Russia, 
USA, Italy, Germany, Netherlands, Brazil and Per>> Watch the 
teams in action on Prime Sports from Wednesday onwards at 2 
am. Sam, 1.30 pm and 5.30pm. 

SOC-CI K 

Wednesday 21 Independence Cup (I st semi-final) at 7.30 pm 
Thursday 22- Independence Cup (2iid seini-final) at 9.30pm 
and 12 2 (im. 

Friday 2 3 E:uro|ieaii Soccer Show at 8 30 am Asian Football 
Federation under-19 (1st semis) at 3 30pm and (2nd semisat 
5.30 pm 

Saturday 24' Independence Cup final at 9.30 pm, Asian 
Football Show at 4 30 am and at I 30 pm; Asian FiHitliall 
Federation Under- 19 (Repeal ol both semis) at 5.30 am and 
7 30 am, F.uro()eaii Soccer Show at 8 30 pm. 

Sunday 25 Asian Football Show at 11 pm, I-uropean Soccer 
show at 1pm and 4 30 am; Asian Football Fc’deralion 
Under-19 final at 3 30 pm, Fulbol Mundial ai 5.30 pm 
Monday 26 Asian Football Federation Under- 19 final at 12 
midnight, Furoiican SiHcer Shriw at 6.30 am and Futbol 
Mundial at I 1.30 am 

Thursday 29 Furopean Sociei Show at 9 30am. Friday 30 
Asian Fruithall Show at 1.30 am and 3 30 pm 

RACING 

Friday 23. FI Italian firand Prix highlight at 11 30pm 
Sunday 25 FI Portuguese Grand Prix at o pm, Argeiiliiiiari 
Motor Cycle GPal 8.30 pm. 

Monday 26. FI Portuguese Grand Pnx at 2 am and I I am; 
Argentinian molorc ytle GPal 12 midnight; Superbikesat 4 30 
pm. 

Tuesday 27 Siijierbikesat 11 30 am 



Wenmi't voltoyball has gaiiiMl iai ia a ii sa popaiarity <ba tmiW over. 
Ami Priow Sports it tbon to give yoo aH the aatertaionieat 


Wednesday 28 Argentinian motorcycle OP highlights at 4.30 
pm, Thursetay 29: Argentinian motorcycle GP highlights at 
11.30pmanci 11 ain 

WWF 

Friday 23' Wrestling Spotlighi at 2 30pm 

Saturday 24; Wiesiling Simtlighl at 11 30 pm and Mama at 

5,30 pm. 

Sunday 25 Wrt'slling Mama at 12 midnight and at 5 30 am 
Tuesday 27. Wrestling Mania at 9.30 am 
Friday 30: Wrestling Spotlight at 2 30 pm 
All timings in f.Sl. 






' 



NG. IT'S ON STAR 




F act. Sn l^nka is probably the 
freakiest country oo God's 
earth. The word freaky in this 
ca.se doe.s not mean that it is 
wonderfully different or anything like 
that. It is different yes, bill for an 
Indian who is here on his first visit to a 
country which is influenced largely by 
his own, the differences in this case 
just cannot be digested. 

Speaking of digestion, here is a fact 
that should completely blow your 
brains out. More accurately il ought to 
make you lose your ap|»etite. Potatoes 
which are a daily diet cost Rs. 80 per kg 
while chocolates which are a luxury 
foodstuff in most parts of the world 
costs around Rs. iO per kg. 

So what do you do if hunger 
beckons. It's pretty simple, you lie to 
yourself that potatoes are high protein 
carrying tim much starch anyway and 
la> off them. So I'll have some apples 
instead, you tell yoursell,bad news 
I ny The prices here are not giving any 

66 


Tke Mian team lands in the country where 
poiatoescost RsUakg 

signs of lettingup You want to eat an 
apple, well so does almost everybody 
in Sri liinka. But that dcH'sn't. 
necessarily mean that they are all 
eating it when one apple costs 15 
bucks. You lay off man...you starve. 

So much for keeping the doctor away. 

And you kee[i starving because a 
100 gms of green grapes costs Rs.20, 
and an orange Rs.20 too. So 
everyltocfy skips the health lood and 
makes a beeline to Piz/.a Hut where, 
the cheapest possible pizr.a can set you 
bac'k by Rs.300. 

The honourable Prime Minister of 
Sri Lanka (May God bless her kind 
soul) has devised a fresh new political 
campaign. She has realised that the 
way into her supporters' hearts is 
through their stomachs. Therefore, 
the new reforms arc concentrated on 
trying to keej) the prjc^#?k>wn. But 
the (KH>r lady must bjE^MHIly advised. 


tiecause bringing down the price's of 
potatoes from Rs.80 to Rs.70 does not 
help nine h does it? Anyway, since her 
major ami is to bring about peace in 
Jaffna, ihe poor Ictcals are actually 
getting to see match-boxes and 
battery tells after a break of almost 3-4 
years. Batteries etc. are banned as they 
are used for making bombs and other 
forms of explosives. 

And so the pangs of hunger 
continued to plague most of us 
around here. There seemed only one 
place where you could get a good 
meal. You should have seen the mad 
stampede in Ihe press box when the 
Singer people (the organisers) sent 
their boys to distribute packets of 
food during the lunch breaks. Scenes 
of the Rwanda refugees camps in Zaire. 

One thing's for sure, the next lime I 
come here, I'm bringing my own 
rations with me. And that includes 
potatoes. Otherwise I'll have my chips. 
Robin Chatteriee, Colombo 
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Power packed low smoke new Castrol JETTX (Japanese Engine 
Technology Two-stroke oil for Xcellent performance) for instant take offs. 
Especially formulated for today's compact, high speed, high performance, 
high tech Japanese engine motorcycles and scooters. 

New Castrol JETTX contains 3 unique components; 

POWER X : A synthetic base for clean, smokeless burn . No 
carbon deposits. Therefore, more power . 

CASTROLUBE 90; For better lubricity even under gruelling 
conditions. 

TRIPLE ADDITIVE SYSTEM; Reduces friction, wear & tear. 
Enhances engine cleanliness. Ensures superior engine protection , 
longer engine life and smooth, trouble-free performance . 

So go ahead. Zap other riders. Get off to a flying start with 
Castrol JETTX. And leave the rest way behind. 

Aquimarina blue Caatrot «fETTX la avaliabia In exduaiva allvar |»aeka of 1 litre, 
500 ml and 2S0 ml at leading Auto Aceaaaory ahopa. 

Specially racommandad tor Yamaha, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Kinetic Honda, Rajdoot, 
Yazdl, Baiaj and Vaapa two-arhaalars. 



POWEfI PACKED LOW SMOKE 
OEKUIKE 2 STIiOKE OIL 
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The win in Sri Lanka doesn't necessarily mean 
India will fare well against a 
new-look West Indies team in which one 
man may make all the 
difference.ROBIN CHATTERJEE was in 
Colombo and takes a look at the 
state of the Indian team 


A nd so India have won their 
second one-day 
international tournament 
under the auspices of 
eaptain Mohammed Azhariiddin. 
What's miire, this tournament is 
actually the first one tfial A/har has 
won for us abroad! 

So how come all of us are not 
exactly getting all excited? That 's 
because the win at tfie Singer World 
Series did not exactly convince us that 
we are actually one of the best teams 
in the business. 

Sure, we won the tournament but 
right till the end, we didn't exactly 
manage to excite the senses with 
su|>erlative displays of batting, 
bowling and fielding. On the other 
hand, Sri I,anka, the beaten finalists 
managed to do all that—and more. 

The fact that we managed to win the 
quadrangular meet without making 
too mueh noise would help in 
convineing the most severest of critics 
that we did it in the most professional 
way possible, but on the contrary, the 
Singer World Scries triumph can for 
all purjioses be termed as a fluke. This 
wi/ulcl be the most precise line of 


thought, although the Indian 
cricketers would argue that they 
actually 'played' the final and won it. 

Alas, apart from one world-class 
performance that came in the form of 
Sachin Tendulkar, the Indians, on the 
whole, was a bustling, bungling, 
clumsy and error-filled lot. And 
surprisingly, thetotirnament at 
Colombo showed ju.st how bad they 
can be when they arc woefully out of 
match practice. Yes, it is perhaps lime 
to take stock of the situation and 
conduct a straightforward analysis of 
Indian cricket. 

Hmmm, where to start? 

Maybe, we should start with the 
overall capabilities of the current 
Indian side. On how much they are 
capable of delivering on 
paper—which is almost always the 
case—and how much they actually 
contributed. 

There is an overdose of one-day 
cricket, most established cricket 
countries are getting i-xposed a little 
earlier than expected. And this 
sickness is affecting those established 

liira in action during the English county 
soasoo 
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Any 

engine oil can 
move a car. 


It takes 

servo; 

to move the 

♦ 




When a company dpyplopa over 400 
different lubricants and greiutes, it doesn't 
merely remain an oU compare. B becornes the 
driving force behind a na^on. 

Today, one out of every two vehk^s in 
India runs on SMW lubricants. But OUHO’s 
advanced tedmology goes way beyond cars, 
motorcycles, scooters, vans; ieeps, trucits, 
buses and tractors. Whsd goes into your car is 
actually the lubric^^ force b^apd the world's 


largest rail network, the btvtd that gives 
savage power to your bkto also kewps mdia's 
sophisticated army tanka Oghting fit OMWO 
vktuaHymmmthewheetoofm^indu&ry. 

With over 400 different grades of 
lubricants and greases and 6,000 petrol 
stations across tm country, Indiandl is at the 
heart of IraPa's progress. Ves, It's one dang 
moving just cars and scooters. And quite 
another, movmg an dSO-miVion strong nafon. 



SCRVO^ fROM INDIANOIL. INDIA'S lA*6{ST-$£tl1N6 lUMlCANT 


fsmixi 
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CAREER FIGURES OF INDIAN CRICKETERS 



M 

MN 

NO 

mms 

AVGE 

HS 

tors 

srs cr/n bmu rums/c 

iNrrs 

AVGE 

m 

Azharuddin 

62 

88 

3 

4020 

47.29 

199 

14 

15 

61 

7 

12 

0 

— 

— 

Amre 

Bedade 

11 

Yet 

13 

to play 

3 

425 

42.50 

103 

1 

3 

9 

— 


— 
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Chauhan 

11 

7 

2 

58 

11.60 

15* 

— 

— 

8 

2687 

937 

30 

31.23 

3-8 

Jadeja 

3 

5 

1 

99 

24.75 

43 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kambii 

n 

13 

1 

965 

80.41 

227 

4 

3 

5 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Kapil Dev 

131 

184 

15 

5248 

31.05 

163 

8 

27 

64 

27740 

12867 

434 

29.64 

9-83 

Kutnble 

17 

15 

2 

132 

10.15 

21* 

— 

— 

8 

5692 

2103 

86 

24.45 

7-59 

Mat^rekar 

30 

47 

5 

1676 

39.90 

218 

4 

6 

18 

17 

15 

0 

— 

— 

Mongia 

4 

5 

1 

159 

39.75 

45 

— 

— 

10/2 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Prabhakar 

33 

48 

7 

1338 

32.63 

95 

— 

9 

18 

7133 

3384 

92 

3678 

6-132 

Sidhu 

31 

46 

2 

1789 

40.65 

124 

5 

9 

7 

6 

9 

0 

— 

— 

Srinath 

12 

15 

6 

91 

13.00 

21 

— 

— 

5 

2886 

1212 

33 

36.72 

4-33 

Tendulkar 

Vaidya 

V.-Prasad 

32 45 

Yet to play 
Yet to play 

5 

2023 

50.57 

165 

7 

10 

23 

408 

172 

4 

43.00 

2-10 

V. Raju 

16 

22 

8 

188 

13.42 

31 


— 

5 

5125 

1808 

61 

29.63 

6-12 


Comtiried by RAVI KANT SRIVASTAVA 


balsnien when they go om to play Test 
crkkc‘1. There is just no more staying 
power left iii them. In order to help 
oni players get a proiter feel t)f things, 
ihe BCX'.I has to make sure that it 
pitches in by helping conduci a lot of 
cricket camps, whether during the 
season or not, so that our players 
(who generally are a very complacent 
lot) can try and stay match-fit and 
repon to play at short notice. 

It was not surprising to hear a 
frustrated Azharuddin chastising the 
BCCI, blaming them loi tiis team's 
preparation—or lather, the lack of it. 
Azhar was right to quite an extent. 

The general air of lethargy with which 
the Indians went about their business 
was quite iiring to see. And while 
talking of lethargy, maybe, physio Ali 
Irani should fit medium pacer Jawagal 
Srinath with a torso as to speed up and 
sharpen his movements a little. 

Srinath, it may be recalled, is a 
veteran of almost 70 one-day 
internationals but apart from the odd 
performance here and there, he has 
done nothing to justify his selection. 
His bowling has deteriorated, thanks 
largely to his psyche, which at this 
point of time appears to be rather 
fragile. 


It wasn't surprising, therefore, to 
see his Karnataka teammate 
Vetikatcsh Prasad win a vole of 
confidence from the tour selection 
committee and get the nod over 
Srinath. Prasad has talent but what is 
refreshing to see was the quiet but 
purposeful way that he gties about his 
task. In fact, by choosing Prasad over 
Srinath in the final (he was also due to 
play in the game against Pakistan), the 
signs are clear for the latter. Snnath is 
in great danger of losing his place, or 
not getting a game easily against the 
West Indies, who in any case, would 


The performance of the 
tndian team is in some 
sort of way inexplicably 
intertwined around 
Tendulkar's. If he fails to 
serve adequately, as he 
did in the first and last 
game, the team 
suddenly loses its sense 
of purpose and are 
ready to snatch defeat 
from the jaws of victory 


relish the thought of facing Srinath. If 
Srinath is losingoul on his 
dependability, a player who is gaining 
in it is Tendulkar. 

This tournament went on to prove 
one fart. That the jK-rformance of ihe 
Indian team is in some sort of way 
inexplicably intertwined around 
Tendulkar's. If he fails to serve 
adequately, as he did in the first and 
last games, the team suddenly loses its 
sense of puqHwe and are ready to 
snatch defeat from the Jaws of victory. 

On his day, as was witnessed in the 
match against Australia, Tendulkar 
can make batting look from a science 
to basic art. Art which is simple to 
understand; that there is an artist who 
with his definite and firm strokes is 
managing to make a very positive 
statement. Maybe the others fail 
while trying to strive and emulate 
such lofty standards rather than 
playing within their own limitations. 

The negative attitude, also spreads 
like any virus, if the team is faced with 
the prospect of playing against 
Pakistan. Instead of oozing confidence 
at this sort of meeting—should it have 
happened—the team management 
sprouts diplomacy and caution while 
explaining their chances. While we 
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would like to believe otherwise, the 
thought of an India-Pakistan match 
(in any part of the world) stirs up 
excitement. The Pakistanis don't just 
treat it as a game, rather they treat it as 
a successful quest for the Holy Grail. 

It was not surprising therefore, to 
hear Salim Mallik make confident 
statements like, "It does not matter 
wliether we win the tournament or 
not. If my boys beat India, then we can 
go back home as herttes. As for the 
impossible, mathematical chances, of 
beating India? We are Muslims. We 
believe in Allah,not in mathematical 
calciilafions. So we believe that 
everything is possible. " 

Put the same question to the Indian 
team and you would think that half 
the war is already over with the result 
going in favour of Pakistan. What we 
need is a little bit of aggro (not only 
when the opposition is 0 for 21) 
throughout. On the bright side it is 


Indian cricket for the 
first time after 17 years, 
may see the unfortunate 
retirement (before, 
during or after the 
series) of one Mr. Kapil 
OevNikhanj 


ironical to see the way the cricketers 
from these two countries get along. 
They arc friendly and more than social 
to each other, but on the field, their 
characters undergo a marked change! 

O get a headstart in the series 
against the West Indies, the 
Indians will have to adapt the 
policy of ultra-aggressiveness. It is 
true that the Windies are not touring 
with their full strength side—the 


absence of Ciurtly Ambrose, Richie 
Richardson and Desmond Haynes 
being apparent—but then again, 
Indian cricket, for tfie first time after 
17 years, may see the unfortunate 
retirement (before, during, or after 
the scries) of one Mr. Kapil Dev 
Nikhanj. 

Kapil's deeds in cricket today have 
become part of Indian sporting 
folklore and just the sight of the man 
on the field is enough to stabilise the 
most malfunctioning of patriotic 
hearts. Sadly, his day of retirement is 
coming closer and Kapil himself is 
aware of this. But how can you ask a 
soldier to go and plant crops when he 
lives just for that field and for the smell 
of battle; when he wants to fight that 
last good fight and theti call it quits. 

Surely, we owe him that much? 
Surely those peojile who make the 

Azhar handled the show well 











SmMo TaadalkM: we r M elm | wil » n — w m 

difference in the Indian team will not 
deny hint the chances, by grudgingly 
giving him the ball to bowl, or taking 
his advice only as an afterthought. 
Maybe Azhar and Wadekar should 
instil in Kapil for that one last time, 
their total confidence and belief, and 
then wait and watch for the results. A 
good magician will always have that 
one last trick in the hat, which he will 
prt'duce, on public demand. 

IS 


And while Lara 
continues to play and 
play well, his agents are 
laughing all the way to 
the bank. Small wonder 
then that companies 
like Pepsi have already 
contracted him 


Jawagal Srinath: ptychod ootT 

W HILE on magicians, India 
ought to be cautioned to 
stay out of reach of Brian 
Lara and his wand,for chances arc that 
we are going to get zapped from the 
spell. 

The impending Windies tour is 
going to boast of a major attraction: 
Lara Vs. Tendulkar. As for all that they 
might claim otherwise, the seeds for 
cricket's greatest rivalry has been 
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PHOlUbHAmS KAMALJUUA 



RaiMI 0**: impwidiag ratimiwirt? 

sown. Lara’s reputation in the county 
circle precedes him as he comes in the 
capacity of vice- captain on his 
country's tour of India. It will be 
prudent to remember that Lara ended 
the county championships by scoring 
a phenomenal 2066 runs from just 13 
matches. And it is mainly due to his 
services, that his county 
Warwickshire scored a historic treble 
by winning the Sunday League, the 
Benson and Hedges and the County 
Championships. They also came to the 
finals of the Natwesi Trophy where 
they lost, but Warwickshire skipper 
Dermot Reeve isn't complaining. 
Neither does Lara as he proceeds to 
exhaust himself cricketwise. (The 
West Indies have two tours of Australia 
and England coming up, after the 
India series.) 

And while Lara continues to play 
and play well, his agents are laughing 
all the way to the bank Small wonder 
then that companies like Pepsi have 
already contracted him for his tour of 


India. Lara is on his way to becoming 
the highest paid cricketer in the 
history of the game and his deeds with 
t he bat are not bringing his slock down. 

And so, while this series kicks off on 
an equal footing (mure or less), the 


agents and corporate companies are 
all singing 'Lara's Theme', while the 
critics arc getting ready for a l<K»k at 
'Lara's Team’. 

Sorry, Courtney Walsh. But that's 
the reality of the situation. # 


pkbvtMamIa 






RUPA presents the printed 
KAISER. Out-of-the-world 
prints. Mind blowing 
combinations. Prints that 
hug you in an 
international cut. The 
caress of 100% absorbent 
mercerised fabric. 

KAISER—India's future 
fashion in briefs. 
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SINGER SERIES 


INDIA 

RAIN' 


SUPREA 


With rain playing 
spoil-sport, most of the 
action took place off the 
field 




PHOTOGRAPHS KAMA! JULKA 


(Right): 

Witfa rain playing havoc, 
Indian skipper Azhaniddin 
chats with Pakistan's 
lozaaiamul Haq, Waqar and 
MHSbtaq 


(Exiranw right): 

Champagao bottlas being 
opened at the dinner held in 
honour of Ravi Shastri after 
ho a n nonn c ed his rolirenMnL 
Pictara shews (from left) 
Prahhakar.WadMsr sivf 
Ravi Shastri 
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PROFILE S 


CARNIVAL! 


An introduction to the West Indies team thot is to tom India, frofti 

October to December this year 


WALSH, Courtney Andrew. 
Captain. <Jamaica/Glouccstershirc) b. 
Kingston, Jamaira ?0 October, 1962. 
Right-handed batsman/ Right-arm 
fast bowler. Test debut vs. Australia 
(Perth) 1984-85. Matches 65. Batting; 
88-27-560-30* vs. Australia 
(Melbourne) 1988-89. Avgc 9.18. 
Catches 9. Bowling: 222 wkts lor 5824 
runs. Avge 26.23. BB 6-62 vs. India 
(Kingston) 1988-89. One-day debut 
vs. Sri Lanka (Hobart) 1984-85. 
Matches 124. Batting: 41-18-206-29* 
vs. England (Birmingham) 1991. 

Avge 8.95, Catches 15. Bowling- I 34 
wkts for 4236 runs. Avge 31.61 BB 
5-1 vs. Sri l.anka (Sharjah) 1986-87. 
Captained West Indies in one Test 
match in St. John's, 1993-94. He was 
given the fair play award during the 
1987 World Cup. 





LARA, Brian Charles. Vice-Captain. 
(Trinidad/ Warwickshire) b Santa 
Cruz, Trinidad 2 May 1969. 
Left-handed batsman/ leg break 
Gtiogly bowler. Test debut vs. 
Pakistan (Lahore) 1990-91 Matches 
16 Batting; 26-0-1628-375 vs. 
England (St. John's) 1993-94. Avge 


62.61. Hundreds 3. Fifties 8. Catches 
27. Bowling: No wickets yet. 
One-day debut vs. Pakistan 
(Karachi) 1990-91. Matches 68. 
Batting: 68-5-2529-153 vs. Pakistan 
(Shaijah) 1993-94 Avge 40.14. 
Hundreds 4. Fifties 18. Catches 38. 
Bowling: 2 wkts for 5 runs. Avge 



PR O F I L E S 


2.50. BB 2-5 vs. England (Kingston, 

St. Vincent) 1993-94. Holder of both 
world records of highest individual 
score in Tests as well as first class 
matches. 

ADAMS, James Clive (Jamaica) b 
Port Maria, Jamaica 9 January 1968. 
Left -handed batsman/ wicket keeper/ 
orthodox slow lefyarm spinner. Test 
debut vs. South Africa (Barbados) 

1991- 92. itches 9. Batting: 
13-3-612-137 vs. England 
(Georgetown) 1993-94. Avge 61.20. 
One hundred. Fifties 4. Catches 12. 
Bowling: 9 wkts for 335 runs. Avge 
37.22. BB 4-43 vs. South Africa 
(Barbados) 1991-92. One-day 
debut vs. Pakistan (Sydney) 

1992- 93. Matches 28. Batting 
18r8-425-81* vs. Pakistan (Sharjah) 

1993- 94. Avge 42.50. Fifties 3. 

Catches 11. Stumping 2 Bowling: One 
wkt. for 35 runs. BB 1 -2 vs. Pakistan 
(Sydney) 1992-93. 





FMJIBOE 



AMBROSE, Curtly Elconn Lynwal 
(Leeward Islands/ Northampton 
shire) b. Swetes Village, Antigua 21 
September 1963. Left-handed 
batsman/Right-arm fast bowler. Test 
debut vs. Pakistan (Georgetown) 
1987-88. Matches 48. Batting: 

70-13-680-53 vs. Australia 
(Port-of-Spain) 1990-91. Avge ! 1.93. 
One Fifty. Catches 10. Bowling: 219 
wkts for 4616 runs avge 21.07. BB 
8-45 vs England (Bridgetown) 
1989-90. One-day debut vs. 
Pakistan (Kingston) 1987-88. 
Matches 104. Batting 53-24-371-26* 
V Pakistan (Sharjah) 1989-90. Avge 
12.79. Catches 29. Bowling: 151 wkts 
for 3253 runs. Avge. 21.54. BB 5-17 
vs. Australia (Melbourne) 1988-89. 

ARTHURTON, Keith Lloyd 
Thomas (Leeward Islands) b. 
Charlestown. Nevis 21 February 
1965. Left-handed batsman/ slow 
left-arm spinner Test debut vs. 
England (Ixeds) 1988. Matches 20. 
Batting 31-3-914-157* vs Australia 
(Brisbane) 1992-93. Avge. 32.64 
Hundreds 2. Fifties 5. Catches 11. 
Bowling: No vrickets for 77 runs. 
One-day debut vs. Pakistan 
(Sharjah) 1988-89. Matches 62. 
Batting: 54-13-1221 -84 vs Pakistan 
(Sharjah) 1993-94. Avge 29.78. 
Fifties 16. Bowling: 6 wkts for'206 


runs. Avge 34.33. BB 2.23 vs. India 
(Adelaide) 1991-92. 

BENJAMIN, Kenneth Charlie 
Grifrith (Leeward Islands) b. Antigua 
8 April 1967. Right-handed batsman/ 
Right-arm fast medium bowler. Test 
debut vs South Africa (Barbados) 

1991- 92. Matches 7. Batting: 

10-2-81 -43* vs England (Bridget 
own) 1993-94. Avge 10.12. No. 
Catches. Bowling: 26 wkts for 728 
runs. Avge 28.00. BB 6-66 vs. 
England (Kingston) 1993-94. 
One-day debut vs. Pakistan (Perth) 

1992- 93. A4atches 18. Baiting: 
9-6-51-17 vs. Australia (Brisbane) 



1992- 93. Avge. 17.00. Catches 4. 
Bowling: 27 wkts for 634 runs. Avge 
23.48. BB 3-34 vs. Sri Lanka (Shaijah) 

1993- 94. 

CAMPBELL, Shervin Legay 
(Barbados) b. Barbados 1 November 
1970. Right -handed batsman/off 
brcakbowicr. Yet to make debut in 
either form of international cricket. 
Very exciting strokemaker and slip 
fielder. In 1993-94 domestic season, 
hit 3 centuries and held 14 slip 
catches in Red Stripe Cup. 

CHANDERPAUL, Shivnarine 

(Guyana) b. Unity Village, Guyana 18 
August 1974. Left-handed batsman 




and quickish leg break bowler. Test 
debut vs. England (Georgetown) 
1993-94. Matches 4. Batting: 
6-1-288-77 vs. England (Bridgetown) 
1993-94. Avge 57.60. Fifties4. 
Catches 3. Bowling: One wkt. for 209 
runs. Avge 209.00. BB 1-94 vs. 
England (St.John's) 1993-94. Yet to 
appear in a one-day international. 

CUFFY, Cameron Eustace 
(Windward Islands/Surrey) b.Sl. 
Vincent 8 February, 1970. 
Right-handed batsman/Right-arm 
fast bowler. Yet to appear in either 
form of international cricket. As a fast 
bowler, made a tremendous impact 
during the 1993-94 domestic season 
by taking 24 wkts (second only to 
Courtney Walsh's 26 wkts.). 

CUMMINS, Anderson Cicophas 
(Barbados) b. Packer's Valley 
Barbados? May, 1966. Right-handed 
batsman/Right-aim fast medium 
Ixiwler. Test debut vs. Australia 
(Penh) 1992-93. Matches 3. Batting: 
4-1-31-14* vs. Pakistan (St.John's) 
1992-93. Avge 10.53. No Catches. 
Bowling: 5 wkts for 144 runs. Avge 
28.80. BB 4-54 vs. Pakistan 
(St..lohn's) 1992-93. One-day debut 
vs. Pakistan (Karachi) 1991-92. 


Matches 46. Batting 26-7-249-41 vs 
Sri Lanka (Bombay) 1993-94 Avge 
13.10. Catches 6. Bowling: 62 wkts for 
1582runs. Avge. 25.51. BB 5-31 vs 
India (Brisbane) 1991-92. 

DHANRAJ, Rajindra (Trinidad) b. 
Trinidad 6 February, 1969. Right- 
handed batsman/Specialist Leg break 
googly bowler. Yet to appear in either 
form of international cricket. Took 
most (30) wickets in 5 matches of the 
1993-94 Red Stripe Cup. 

HOLDER, Roland Irwin 
Christopher (Barbados) b 
Port-of-Spain, Trinidad 22 December, 


1967. Right-handed 
batsman/Right-arm medium pacer. 
Yet to appear in Tests. One-day 
debut vs. Sri Lanka (Shaijah) 

1993-94 Matches 5. Batting: 

4-0-101 -50 vs Zimbabwe 
(Hyderabad) 1993-94. Avge 25.25. 
One fifty. 

HOOPER, Carl Llewellyn 
(Guyana/Kent) b Georgetown 15 
December, 1966. Right-handed 
liatsman/off Spinner. Test debut vs. 
India (Bombay) 1987-88. Matches 39. 
Batting: 66-6-1770-178* v Pakistan 
(St.John's) 1992-93.Avge 29.50. 
Hundreds 4. Fifties 7. Catches 40. 



ONE-DAY CAREER FIGURES OF INDIAN CRICKETERS 













PROFILES 


THE WEST 
INDIES SERIES 
IN INDIA 


WEST INDIES SERIES 

Oct. 12:1st one-day 
International (Barela). 

Oct. 15:2nd one-day 
International <Jaipui). 

Oct. 17: 3r(l one-day 
International (Faridabad). 
Oct. 20:4th one-day 
International (Bombay). 

Nov. 7: '5th one-day 
International (Cuttack). 

Nov. 9:6th one-day 

International 

(Visakhapatnain). 

Nov. 12-14: versus Ranji 
champions Bombay (Calicut). 
Nov, 18-22: FIRST TEST 
(Bombay). 

Nov. 25-27: versus Board 
President's XI (Bangalore). 
Dec. 1-5: SECOND TEST 
(Nagpur). 

Dec. 10-14: THIRD TEST 
(Chandigarh). 


TRIANGULAR 

TOURNAMENT 

Oct. 23: India vs West Indies 
(Madras). 

Oct. 26: New Zealand vs West 
Indies (Goa). 

Oct. 28: India vs New Zealand 
(Ahmedabad). 

Oct. 30: India vs West Indies 
(Kanpur). 

Nov. 1: New Zealand vs West 
Indie^Guwahati). 

Nov. I^lndia vs New Zealand 
(Delhi). 

Nov. 5: FINAL (Calcutta). 
Day-night. 


Bowling: 35 wkts for 1966 runs. Avge 
56.17. BB 5-40 vs. Pakistan 
(Pon-of-Spain) 1992-93. One-day 
debut vs New Zealand (Dunedin) 
1986-87. Matches 115. Batting: 
100-24-2177-11T* vs. India 
(Gwalior). 1987-88. Avge 28.64. One 
hundred. Fifties 9. Catches 58. 
Bowling: 110 wkts for 3300 runs. 
Avge 30.00. BB 4-34 vs Pakistan 
(Karachi) 1991-92. 

MURRAY, Junior Randalph 
(Windward Islands) b. St. George's 
Grenada. 20 January, 1968. 
Right-handed batsman/Wicket 
keeper. Test debut vs Australia 
(Sydney) 1992-93. Matches 12. 



Batting: 15-2-223-49* vs. Australia 
(Adelaide) 1992-91. Avge. 17.15. 
Catches42. Stumping 1. One-day 
debut vs. Pakistan (Perth) 1992-93. 
Matches 21. Batting; 9-2-76- 30* vs 
South Africa (Port Elirabeth) 1992-93 
Avge 10.85. Catches 20. Stumping 3. 


SIMMONS,Philip Verant (Trinidad) 
bTrinidad 18 April, 1963. Right- 
handed batsrnan/Right-arm medium 
pacer. Test debut vs. India (Madras) 



1987-88. Matches 19. Batting: 
35-2-807-1 10 vs Australia 
(Melbourne) 1992-93 Avge 24.45. 
One hundred. Fifties 2. Catches 15. 
Bowling' 2 wkts for 158 runs. Avge 
79.00. BB 2-34 vs Australia 
(Melbourne) 1992-93. One-day 
Debut vs. Pakistan (Lahore) 

1987-88. Matches 83. Batting: 

81 - 6-23(M -122 vs. South Africa 
(Kingston) 1991-92. Avge. 30.72. 
Hundreds. 4. Fifties 12 Bowling: 40 
wkts hrr 1195 runs. Avge 29.87. BB 
4-3 vs Pakistan (Sydney) 1992-93. 

WILLIAMS, Stuart Clayton 
(Leeward Islands) b Nevis 12 August, 
1969. Right-handed ojH’ning 
batsiiian. Test debut vs. England (St. 
John's) 1993-94. One match. 24 runs 
Highest 21*. Avge 24.00. Yet to appear 
in a one-day ittternational. 

There is a possibility that (airtley 
Ambrose may drop out ul the tpur. In 
that case the two named as 
replacemetils are: 

GIBSON, Ottis Delroy (Barltados) b 
Bridgetown 16 March, 1969. 
Right-handed batsman/Right-arm 
fast bowler. 

BROWNE, Barrington St. Aubyn 
(Guyana) b Georgetown 16 
September, 1967. Right-handed 
batsman/Right-arm fast iKtwIer. 


Note IheseQuenceof Compiled by 

ban,ns ,5 RAVI KANT 

lnn,ngt^Not SRIVASTAVA 

outs—nuns-* Highest 
score BB stands tor 
best bowling 















STATISTICS 


ADVANTAGE WINDI 


INDIA-WEST INDIES 
STATISTICAL HIGHLIGHTS 

TaMtacoMNan: 

Played 62S West Indies Won 26* India Won 6* Drawn >0 

Oaa-day aacamtan: 

Played 4211 West Indies Won India Won 11S AbandonedOV He 1 

WailMiaB hi ISMTaatcrickatfaad Oaadayan: 

Tests Won } A Drawn 1A Lost 1 
One-dayets 5 A Won 3 A Lost 2 A 

India in ISM Tast orickat and Oaa-dayan: 

Test 4 A Won 3 A Drawn 1 A Lost 0 

One-dayers 13 A Won 7 A Lost 6 A MMiee ecaice 


Yew 

TmA 

wWK MMa WvB 

India WHM 

Drawn 

1948-49 

5 

1 

0 

4 

1952-53 

5 

i 

0 

4 

1958-59 

5 

3 

0 

2 

1962 

5 

5 

0 

0 

1966-67 

3 

2 

0 

1 

1971 

5 

0 

1 

4 

1974-75 

5 

3 

2 

0 

1976 

4 

2 

1 

1 

1978-79 

6 

0 

i 

5 

1983 

5 

2 

0 

3 

1983 

6 

3 

0 

3 

1987-88 

4 

1 

1 

2 

1989 

4 

■ 3 

0 

1 


62 

26 

6 

30 


HIGHU6HTS 

★ India's first ever Test victory against the West Indies was in Port-of-Spain, in 1971. This match was the 2 5th Test between the two 
ctnintries. 


* India's 406/4 in the third Test at Port-of-Spain in 1976 was the highest total recorded in the fourth innings to wirt a Test match. 

a Everton Weekes scored centuries in four successive Test innings in the 1948-49 scries. Which with his previous Test hundred, 
against England in the fourth Test at Kingston in the 1947»48 series, prior to aiming over to India, he set a record of five 
successive centuries. 

* Sunii Gavaskar scored four centuries (116,117*, 124,220) in three succc*ssive Tests—thud, fourth and fitih in 1971 which was 
his debut scries. His aggregate of 774 in that series is still tijc highest scored by a batsman in a debut scries. 

TESTHI6HU6HTS 

HifiliMtliiiiinBK 

West Indies; 644/8 declared, 5th Test, Delhi, 1958-59 
India; 644/7 declared, 6ih Test, Kanpur, 1978-79 

Loimtianings: 

West Indies; 127 all out first Test, Delhi, 1987-88 
India; 75 all out first Test, Delhi, 1987-88 

Most runs in a Rubber 

West bittiec Everton Weekes scored 779 runs in 5 Tests, Ave; i li .28, 1948-49 
Indite Sunil Gavaskar saircd 774 runs in 4 Tests, Ave; 154.80, 1971 

Most Wickets in a Rubber 

We*llndies:AttdyRobertstook33wicketsin6Tc'sts, Ave; 18.81,1983 
Forlodia; Kapil Dev IcKik 29 wickets in 6 Tests, Ave; 18.51,1983 



■ ■ m I 
















STATISTICS 

Most wickets in a match: 

West Indies—-Andy Roberts; 12/121.fourth Test, Madras. 1974-75. 
India—MarendraHlrwant; 16/136, fourth Test, Madras, 1987-88. 


Moat w4eketa in an innings: 

West Indies—J Noiriga 9/95,lst|nns, second Test, Pon-of-Spaln, 1971 
India—Kapil Dev: 9/93,2nd inns, third Test, Ahinedabad, 1993. 
Subhash Gupte; 9/102,1 st inns, second Test, Kanpur. 1958-59. 


Most number of cembiries: 

West Indies—G.S, Sobers 8, Vivian Richards 8 
India—Sunil Gavaskar 13 


Highest individual innings: 

West Indies—Rohan Kanhai' 256, 3rd Test, Calcutta, 1958-59. 
India—Sunil Gavaskar 236,6th Test, Madras, 1983 


Century m both the innings of a Test 

West Indies—fiverton Weeks- I62and 101, third Test, Calcutta, 1948-49. 
India—Sunil Gavaskar 124 and 220, fifth Test. Pon-of-Spain, 1971. 

Sunil Gavaskar-107 and 182*, third Test, Calcutta, 1978-79 



Record partnerships for each wicket 

Weatlatfas— 

Okie Ueydbedeieeerdpaninwhip el 

mm 

Wickat 

Run 

Added by 

Vbmb 

Sedee 

1st 

296 

Greemdge fV Haynes 

St.John'5 

1983 

2nd 

255 

McMorris 6- Kanhai 

Kingston 

1962 

3rd 

220 

Ruhards fr Kalikharran 

Bridgetown 

1976 

4th 

267 

Walcoti tr Gnmer 

Delhi 

1948-49 

5th 

219 

Weekes b Pairaudcau 

Pon-of-Spain 

1953 

6th 

250 

Uoyd b Derrck Murray 

Bombay 

1974-75 

7th 

130 

Greenidge &■ Marshall 

' Kanpur 

1983 

8th 

124 

Richards & Boyce 

Ddhi 

1974-75 

9ih 

161 

Uoyds& Roberts 

Calcutta 

1983 

lUth 

98* 

Wotrell&Han 

Port-of-Spain 

1962 

Into— 

WiBkM 

Rom 

Added by 

WPMHA 

Swiae 

1st 

153 

Gavaskar fr Chauhan 

Bombay 

1978-79 

2nd 

344* 

Gavaskar fr Vengsarkar 

Calcutta 

1978-79 

3ia 

159 

MohinderAmamathfrGR Viswanath 

Port-of-Spain 

1976 

4th 

172 

C.R. Viswanath fr A.D. Caekwad 

Kanpur 

1978-79 

5th 

204 

Gavaskar frBrijesb Patel 

Port-ol-Spain 

1976 

6th 

170 

Gavaskar B Ravi Shastri 

Madras 

1983 

7lh 

186 

Sardesai fr Snikar 

Bridgetown 

1971 

8th 

107 

Yashpai Sharma fr B,S. Sandhu 

Kingston 

1983 

9th 

143* 

Gavaskar fr Klnnani 

Madras 

1983 

loth 

62 

Sardesai &B.S Btsdi 

Bridgetown 

1971 


10 wickets or more in a match 

West Indies — 

Andy Roberts 12/121 (7/64 and 5/57), 4th Test, Madras, 1974-75. 

W.W Hall. 11/126 (6/50 and 5/76) 2ndT«t. Kanpur, 1958-59. 

Malcolro Marshal] 11/89 (S/34and8/55) 2'idTest, Port-of-Spain, 1989 
Courtney Walsh; 10/101 (6/62 and 4/39), 1st Test. Kingston, 1989. 

India—Narendra Hmvani-16/136 (S/6t and 8/75), 4thTest, Madras, 1987-88 
BS. Chandrasekhar: 11/233 (7/157 and4/78.', 1st Test, Bombay, 1966-67. 
Kapil Dev: 10/135 (1/52 and 9/83), 3rd Test, Ahmedabad, 1993 

Compiled by HARlPRASAD CHATTOPADHYAY 
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INTERVIEW 


JIMMY CONNORS 


DOTING FROM THE LIP 


Jimmy Connors 
is telling an anecdote to 
contrast the charismatic 
stars olhis bygone era with 
today’s aylourless breed. 

”1 wash) the lockernH>m 
recently with live Top 10 
players." relates Connors. 
"Not (tne word was 
said in 20 minutes. /Vs I walked out, 1 said, 'It 
was a pleasure talking with you fellows.' " 
Mocking that ceric silence, Connors points 
out the camaraderie and animation of former 
top players such as himself, Borg, Nastase and 
Gerulaitis, which is present on the new 
I'i-and-over Champions tour. I caught their 
entertaining show at the Mentadenl 
Champions event on Cape Cod, 
Massachusetts. 

Connors, now 41, still whacks punishing 
groundstrokes past opinments and exchanges 
wisecracks with spectators And yes, Jimbo is 
the same pugnacious, proud and unrepentant 
yet genial, humorous and charming 
character, as I soon found out. Following are 
the excerpts: 



Your two-day exhibition in March in St. 
Petersburg (Russia) with Borg, McEnroe, 
Nastase and Lloyd drew sellout crowds 
and attracted an amazing 50 million TV 
viewers. How do you account for your 
tremendous popularity there? 

They've bcf n starved tor the action. And 
they've missed out on a lot. Russia didn't 
allow world-class tournaments there in the 
'70s and '80s, but the good thing is it's ('pen 
now. And they're going to take full advantage 
of it. They have unbelievable players— 
Kafelnikov, Medvedev, Chesnokov and 
Cherkasov and some women that have been 
at the top of the game. So they know what the 
game is all about. But to have the game 
coming there and being live was incredible. 
And it was exciting to be a part of it. 

Will the Champions Tour stage a 


tournament in Russia and other foreign | INTERVIEWED 
countries in 1995? | BY PAUL FEIN 

We’re going to go back to Russia. It's going to 
be either St. Petersburg or Moscow. And 
we're looking to go international We've had 
interest from people in Germany, Japan, 

England and Australia plus South America 
and other countries in Eurojtc and Asia. If 
Australia would get in there, that would be 
even better to give us a nice two or 
three-week Pacific swing. We want to get 
established here in the United States first. 

Once we do that, it’s going to be very easy for 
us to spread out. 

You are undefeated on the Champions 
Tour, having won all five events you've 
entered. Do you need McEnroe and 
Lendl both to give you more competition 
and the tour more star players? 

I would love McEnroe to come and play. Next 
year, a number of guys are turning 35. Noah 
will be 35. I'd like to get him interested. 

Andres Gomez will be 35 and has already 
shown interest. McEnroe would be great. 

Lendl would be great. Next year, it will be 
important for us to have one or two of those 
guys, and eventually I hope all of them and 
just have a full-fledged circuit. I'm 
undefeated, but I'd be glad to step aside once 
this tour really gets going, but 1 won't do that 
at least until Tm 45 in three more years. 

You have an enthusiastic full house here. 

What makes the Champions Tour 
different from and better than previous 
senior tours that were only moderately 
successful? 

Because it's real tennis we re selling. We're 
going out and playing full-fledged 2-out-of- 3 
competitive sets in singles and doubles. We're 
not just playing tie-breakers; we're not just 
playing one set. We've been giving real 
competitive, knock-down, dragout tennis to 
(teople And it's been working so far. With 
myself, Borg, Vilas, Krick, Lloyd, Tanner, 

Gerulaitis, Nastase, Solomon and Dibbs, 
we've got a whole host of guys who have been 


It's their (ATP) 
way or the 
highway. I 
would be 
broke 
by now if I 
went by their 
rules 
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INTERVIEW 


Nobody (in my 
era) really 
played the 
same, acted 
the same, 
reacted the 
same. 

Everyone 
forged their 
own way for 
the game's 
sake. I would 
hope 

something like 
that happens 
now, but not 
through 
circus-like 
activity 

through the ATP 


a big pan of making tennis over the past 15 or 
20 years. We're succeeding because of tfieir 
talent and charisma on the court, plus their 
abilities off the court with the media and 
corjMtrate sponsors, which is also very 
important. We've got to be pleased with the 
marketing which has gotten us the 
attendance and the attention in the major 
markets around the country, and we hope, 
around the world. 

You and McEnroe argued and exchanged 
profanities during your match in St. 
Petersburg. Is it fair to say even though 
you're drinking buddies afterwards, 
you're still fierce competitors and rivals 
on the court? 

Yeah! I'm never going to argue with that. 
Nobody wants to go out and not give 110 per 
cent. And even though we’re all buddies here 
playing the Champums Tour, once we get out 
on the court, it's tennis at its finest and the 
intense way we've played our matches over 
the past 20 years. I could never go out against 
Borg and not give it the competitive drive and 
desire I gave it against him in the U.S. Open 
and Wimbledon finals. There’s lot of history 
there. 



About your rivalry with McEnroe, you 
once called it "10 years of war." 

We had some battles. That's why it would be 
great for him to come and play. 

You also used to say, "I still go on the 
court to kill or be killed. That's what I'd 
like to be remembered as—a warrior." 

Do you still feel that way? 

Why not! I'm loo old to change now. 
(Laughter) 

In 1981 you commented: "Being on a 
winning Davis Cup team is important to 
me, because 1 haven't done that." If you 
have any regrets about your illustrious 
tennis career, is never being on a U.S. 
team that won the Davis Cup one of 
them? 

No, not really. I made my decision along the 
way not to play and only play Davis Cup 
sporadically. 1 don't look back and regret 
anything that I've ever done. I really don't. I 
made the dei isions. I'm big enough to stand 
up and take the good and the bad. And if that's 
the way it turned out, 1 don't think it's going 
to pul any tarnish on my career. I've gone out 
and played the way I wanted to and had the 
results I wanted to have. 

The late Arthur Ashe, in his 1993 book 
Days of Grace, wrote that you were "the 
greatest male tennis player, bar none, in 
the two-and-a-half decades since the 
Open era began in 1968. No top player 
lasted longer as a major attraction or so 
thoroughly captured the admiration and 
sympathy of the public for the same 
length of time." Why and how did you so 
thoroughly capture the admiration and 
sympathy of the public? 

First of all, Arthur must have been in a very 
solemn mood at the time to say that about me. 
(laughter) I think 1 was like that because of 
my feeling towards the game and the way I 
played it. 1 went out and was willing to break 
my back and come off there scarred and 
bleeding to do whatever it would take to give 
the people what they wanted from me—and 
that was great tennis and an all-out effort 
every lime. That helped me to improve my 
level of play and it helped me make the cn>wd 
a pan of what 1 do attd was doing on the court. 
And because of that, the feeling between the 
fans and myself mixed and meshed in a way so 
that we had a really neat thing going over the 
past 20 years. And I hope it doesn't stop now. 




You have been testing and endorsing a 
new racket technology being developed 
by Prince. Please tell me about that. 

It's called the Prince Mono. I've tiecn playing 
with it for four months. It really goes back to 
thedays of the old wix)d rackets in the sense 
that it has just a single throat. The racket has 
an oversized head. It's the fastest racket with 
the most control that I've ever played with, 
and I played with one of the fastest in the old 
days, the Wilson T-2000. Fast means the way 
the ball comes off the strings, along with the 
ease with which I swing at it. It comes off with 
a trampoline effea. I wish this racket had Iteen 
around seven, eight years ago It would have 
given me U‘ss aches and pains, compared to 
some of the ttthcr rackets I used. 


The stabbing of Monica Seles and 
Jennifer Capriati's drug problems and 
arrf^st are tragedies for themselves and 
for tennis. What thoughts do you have 
about each's plight? 

It's hard to say if Seles will ever come back I 
didn't think that it |the traunia| would last in 
her mind that long. It's better it you're thrown 
off a horse to get right back on The sooner she 
gets bat k out there playing the better. She 
might have let it go too long. I hope she hasn't. 
She was great ftii the game. Her results have 
spoken ftir themselves. I would like to sec her 
come back. 


What ruined Capriati? 

Being pushed from an early age by tlte father 
and being put under that kind tif pressure 
from a very early age to compiMe in an adult 
world with an adult gair>e. Even though she 

handled it well at 
the beginning, it 
put excess pressure 
on her. Plus, 

I don't know if she 
really played 
tennis liecause 
she loved it. Site 
might have been 
pushed because 
somebody 
was living thrtiugh 
her and 
wanting her to 
succeed for their 
own personal gain. 
And, if that's what 
happened, she had 
to give up her 


Ivtmsifithe 
tockerroom 
recently with 
five top fi) 
players, hlot 
one word was 
said in 20 
minutes. As 1 
walked out I 
said'it was a 
pleasure 
talking with 
you fellows' 




I John McEi'ioe imiIi tvs 'ler, 

om[JitlitiVf’ie'..s looks hke ihf 

Ipltivei '.vtio could usiir[) Couriers 
Itr.ini the No 1 posoiair oi; ll'c 
] Chompions Tout 
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childhood, her 
schooling and 
her little girl life 
to live the tennis 
life. And now, 
if she looks 
back, she might 
regret that, and 
in turn, not 
l(X)k at her father 
with the 
admiration and 
feeling that 
she should. 


i'm not putting 
(the greats) in 
order, it's too 

difficult.if I 

have to have 
two guys play 
for my life,! 
Would take 
McEnroe and 
Gonzales—out- 
side of m^ett 
of course 


Do you think 
then that the 
WTA TOUR 

should raise the minimum age to play 
pro tournaments? 

I've got a little girl who's going to be 10 years 
old, and I see how she is. And there is no way f 
would push her to go out and play 
tournaments and do that now I really 
wouldn't. She's small, she's dainty and very 
laid back and quiet. Capriati came out (in her 
pro debut) at 13 years old, and that's only four 
years from my daughter's age. There's no 
way. Thirteen or fourteen is way tcHi young. 

Your children seem happy and 
well-adjusted. Are you glad they didn't 
get seriously involved in tennis? 

Yes. I am very glad they stayed away from 
tennis. My boy plays a little bit of tennis, and 
I'm glad they're around it just a little bit to be 
able to play for fun and enjoy themselves. But 
both ol them have gone their own route. Biett 
is into golf and basketball and loves it. My little 
girl, Aubrey, lakes lap and ja/? dance and 
piano and has done lit tie girl things. I'myery 
pleased both of them have chosen their own 


Is your family now the most important 
thing in your life? 

rhey alw.iys have been. 1 really realized it 
more in 1990 when I was out with my wrist 
injury and the phone never rang. My family 
had to get me through that year or so away 
from tennis. And how they went about 
it—my wife, my children and my 
mother—was great. There were very few 
friends who really stayed in touch. Anyone ♦ 
who gets in the way of me and iny family is in 
for a hell ol a lot ol trouble. That's the only 
thing I've got to say. 







INTERVIEW 


Chris Evert has condemned today's 
players as "unapproachable, defensive, 
isolated." Recently you remarked: "They 
say, T'm paid to play, not to entertain.' 
That kind of talk makes me sick." What 
should they do—or what can guys like 
Sampras and Courier and Bruguera 
do—to be more entertaining? 

I'm mil here to give a course or speak for 
them. They have to find their own way and 
find out what it takes u> make what they do 
appealing to the masses, as everylxKly in my 
era did. I talked to the crowd, but everyone 
[thenl had their own personality and their 
own identity and their own tennis game. 
Nobody really played the same, acted the 
same, reacted the same. Kveryone forged their 
own way. For the game's sake, I would hope 
something like that haptR'iis now, but not 
througli circus-like activity through the ATP. 
You can't have people at the ATP that haven't 
been involved in the game. They sit back and 
make big-lime salariesand have never been in 
the trenches playing four ami five-hour 
matches, yet they're trying to run a game that 
fias betome such a l>ig busiiie-,'. now 

Jim Courier recently replied to youi 
criticisms, saying: "I've got nothing but 
respect for Jimmy as a tennis player, but 
there's no reason for him to be taking 
shots at us. His day is done. And 1 think 
we're doing it pretty well and not with 
fingers in the air and our hands on our 
crotches." What do you say to that? 
Obviously, he's not doing it too well. He just 
quit lor a while. (laughter) Maybe if he'd do a 
little bit of that |enterlaining|, he'd gel a little 
ink. He'd get a little press in the papers. 
(Hearty laughter). 

Are there any real entertainers out 
there? How do you rate Agassi, Becker 
and Medvedev as entertaining 
performers and personalities? 

First of all. I'm not taking shots at Courier and 
guys like that. You asked me my opinion. I'm 
just giving my opinion. I'm not taking shots at 
them. I wish them nothing but the best. 
Unfortunately, they don't look at it {the 
entenainment issue] that way. And they 
think they're carrying on where I left off. f 
took the liall, from the guys 1 took it from 20 
years ago, on the 30-yard line and got it down 
to the 5-yard line, trying to gel it in for a 
touchdown. These guys should take it in for a 
touchdown and shoot the game to the moon. 



Unfortunately, they got sacked behind the 
line of scrimmage for a loss. But I'm not taking 
shots at them. Listen, if they think they're 
doing the right kind of job, more power m 
them. Good luck. 


Jennifer Cafiriati at die Junior 
Orenge Bowl Chanipionshipt 
agod 12. Was her diailiusioaowol 
the resuh of the pressoras of 
iointng the taniM circuit ot a 
young age? 


Regarding the passion and charisma that 
you, Nastase, McEnroe and Gerulaitis 
had, you said: "I know I took things far, 
many times. We walked a thin line, but 
what we did was show people we were 
alive, that craziness and real feelings 
existed in the game. We weren't robots." 
Is that basically what it takes to make 
tennis boom again? 

You km w, 1 don't want to take shots at these 
guys. I'd hale for these guys to really think 
that 1 wasn't a nice guy. That would really 
upset me. 

You also said; "We took the game from 
the country club and gave it to the blue 
collar man." Looking back, do you 
consider that your biggest achievement 
and greatest legacy? 


Being put under 
I that kind of 
pressure from 
a very early 
age to compete 
in an adult 
game... plus, i 
don't know if 
she (Capriati) 
really played 
tennis because 
she loved it 
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Yeah. And now I'm laking il back lu ihe 
couiilry club. (Laughter) Tennis needed 
something to grab the imagination of ifie 
football and baseball and basketball kind of 
crowd. And tennis players were very 
s[K-dalized at the time. The TV (tennis) wasn't 
every weekend. It was only on (xcasion. So if 
you got to the final of the U.S. Oixm or 
Wimbledon, that might have been your day 
on television. Tfien when you walked down 
the street, someftody would l«K)k at yt)u and 
say, "I've seen him. Where did I see him? 
Where did I see him?" But nobody was giving 
'you that exposure on a weekly or on a daily 
basis Do I like tlie masses coming in? Sure I 
do! I would rather have filayed in front of 


2S,0()0 people and anolhei 40 million people 
on lelevision than play m my batkyaid in 
front of my ldniil>’. And that's really what 
advanced ilie game and liroiight all the 
money in and all the eorpoiale sponsors in 
and marie the game alive at the lime. 

I know you hate tennis politics, Jimmy, 
but what do you think of the new ATP 
rule whereby it can slap a $50,(KM> fine on 
anyone for critical remarks that the ATP 
considers contrary to the integrity of the 
game? 

Then that pist goes to show it right there It's 
their way or the highway 1 would be broke by 
now it 1 went by their rules 

What about the ATP Tour's rule change 
intended to encourage tournament 
spectators to yell and scream and emote 
more? Is that a good one? 

They're fislimg to t ry to do something to add a 
little excitement to it. But fai be it lor me to 
make a response about the players because I 
don't want them thinking ill ol me. I can't 
have Courier sitting there and thinking ill of 
me. (laughter) 

Two years ago Billie Jean King said; "I 
can always see Jimmy having to be 
carried off on a stretcher, quite frankly. I 
can just see him playing until his last 
breath." Is Billie Jean right? 

In some way or another. I'll piobably stay 
around tennis my whole life Not (always) out 
playing tennis like this, even though it does 
keep me young and m pretty good shape. But 
there's going to come a lime when 1 leel I 
cannot satisfy my own expectations And 
wlienthai happens, it's tune foi me to do 
other things. I might be on this tour for 
another lOyc’ars. 

Your pro-career has spanned 25 years, 
ranging from Laver to Sampras. Who are 
your top 5 all-time greatest opponents? 

I playc*d oeainst Laver. I played against 
(fon/ales. 1 played against Hmerson and 
Newcombe. I played against Borg and 
McEnroe. I'm not putting them in order. It's 
too difficult. Because I played Laver and 
Gonzales when they were past their primes. 
But 1 played Borg and McEnroe in their 
primes And they played me when 1 was in my 
prime. If I look back and had to have two guys 
play for my life, 1 would lake McEnnx- and 
Gonzales—outside of myself, of course. • 



MAILBAG 


Hail Sportsworldl 

T hanks a milliun to 

Sponsworld (edited by my 
Most Favourable Gentleman 
who has been the captain of the 
Indian cricket team, the husband 
of the famed heroine of Hindi 
filmdom) for your coverage of the 
FIFA World Cup. 

I am happy to inform you that 
Sptjrtsworld was the best selling 
magazine at Aizawl, the capital of 
Miz-oram, from the month of 
April to August. Young boys and 
girls were seen weeping when 
the copies of tfie magazine were 
sold out. 

VI SANGA. 

Airawl. 

Miroram 
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WeH done Leander! 

L EANDER PAES must be 

appreciated for making it into 
the main draw of the U.S. Open 
for the first time in his career. 

Tfuiugfi Leander fell out in the 
very first round, he made his 
presence felt. Leander lost to the 
German Bcmd Karbachcr with 
the final score at 4-6.4-6, 2-6. He 
started off badly but in the second 
set, Leander produced a really 
fantastic game. Still, Leander's 
entry into the main draw of the 
U.S. Open is creditable. 

As long as Leander continues 
to play, we can always expect 
miracles from him. With the 
amount of effort that he is putting 
into his game, I am sure he will 
make it to the top rankings in the 
world. 

NAMITASINHA. 

Anand, 

Gujarat. 
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Sub - standard Teams 


O UR sports federations seem 
hell-bent (»n sending 
sub-standard teams lor the 
Hintshiina Asiad. The Swimming 
I-ederation of India, the 
Badminton AssrKiation of India 
and the other federations have 
announced teams which have 
little or no chance of winning 
medals. Since the Asian Games 
involves the prestige of the 


nation, under no circumstances 
should marginal cases lie sent. 

The lOA and the Govt, should 
strictly enforce the qualifying 
standards and whittle down the 
expeaed squad from 500 to 50. 
The money saved can be used 
profitably elsewhere. 

AMITKR DAS. 

(^'utta 



PHOTO FEATURE 


A photographic 
look at recent 
scenes from the 
Formula One 
circuit 
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went home carrying a 
cut-out of her husband 

Hollywood star Sylvestor 
"Rocky" Stallone buckles 
up behind the wheel of a 
Rothmans Renaults car as 
driver David Coulthard 
explains some of the finer 
points 

A pile-up at the start of last 
month’s Italian Grand Prix 
led to a restart of the race. 
SihHi incidents are on the 
increase of late much to the 
frustration of many drivers. 
















PERSONALITY 


LYDIA DE VEGA 

BOLD AND 


The attractive 
Philippine 
sprinter has 
mustered the 
courage to make 
one more 
comeback for the 
Hiroshima Asiad 



years have been kind 
It) Lydia dc Vega-Mercado. 

Twelve years ago, she 
stole our hearts as a 
fleet - f<Kncd 18-year-old 
sprinting talent at the 1982 
Delhi Asian Games. Four 
years later at Seoul, she 
was a mature young lady, 
edging the Indian sprint 
queen P.T. Usha into 
second s|K)t in the 
high-profile 100m dash. 

Then, the Philippine 
track queen discarded her 
spikes for married life. 
Enough of all the training, 
she said. Time to rake in the 
Ix'iiefits of those tough 
years on the track. She 
settled into family life. She 
look on si>mc acting 
assignments. She even had 
a son, in 1989. 

But the spons virus in 
her refused to stay 
doriTiani. And. once her 
3« 


son was older Lydia was 
back on the track. 

What obviously began as 
an effort to recapture the 
Figure of her heydays 
ended with the Philippine 
track and field authorities 
asking her to dust off Iter 
running gear. 

Having got a taste of the 
Asian athletics spotlight, 
they had realised that only 
Lydia could focus it back on 
them again. And so, like 
our very own Usha, this 
valiant athlete look to the 
track again 

It was hard wtrrk. But 
gradually the excess 
weight has been sited The 
mental cobwebs have iteen 
eroding. And it was a 
svelte, smiling Lydia who 
graced the 

recenily-c-oncluded T6ih 
SingafHire Ojten Track and 
Field Championships. 

She might have done 
more waving and 
autograph-signing than 
running, but nobody 
complained. Her track time 
might have been a mere 
12-odd seconds—in the 
100m heats where she 
qualified for the final, but 
she opted out as she was 
not a 100 per cent 
confident —but she gave 
the meet a much-needed 
touch of glamour. 

It was obvious that she 
was using this meet as a 
tune-up for the Asian 
Games in Hiroshima. One 
that she again claims will 
be her last. "I'm hoping 

Lydia d« Vata at Hm IMki 






that it's going to be my last" 
Lydia is very elusive on 
this topic. Having just 
stated that she hopes 
Hiroshima is going to be 
her last Asian Games, she 
now states, "Oh, retiring is 
very easy to do. But when I 
think of the country and 
the resjKmsibility that I 
have, then things become a 
little more complicated. 
When I think that there is 
nobody there to win a 
medal for the Philippines, I 
(eel sad." 


nebulous future, she 
added: "I don't know. 
That's in Dccemlter (95) 
and still some time away." 

Perhaps the best thing to 
do is enjoy this athlete 
while she is still around. 
Now very clt>se to her 
perfect running weight — 
she tips the scales at 55 kg 
— Lydia is in much lH*ttcr 
shape than hercomet>ack 
apjtearance at last year's 
Asian Track and Field Meet 
in Manila. 

No wonder she rather 


this speed machine—Lydia 
gave us a glimpse into her 
plans (or the future when 
she said: "Maybe I can 
finally retire in peace then 
and become a coach." 

But before that she 
wants to become a 
mother...again. "I'm 10 
now and not getting any 
younger," she pointed out, 
"1 would like to have more 
children. If I wait too long, I 
wouldn't be able to have 
any." 

One can't help but 


It was hard work. 
But gradually the 
excess weight 
has beeii shed. 
The mental 
cobwebs have 
been eroding. 
And it was a 
svelte, smiling 
Lydia who 
graced the 
Singapore Open 
Track and Field 
Championships 



Kneading the muscles 
on her thigh, as if in 
anticipation of all the hard 
work they still have ahead 
of them, sheamtinued: 
"It's a little difficult to walk 
away right now as there 
still isn't a successor to take 
my place. In fact, the 
Philippine sports officials 
want me to keep running. 
They want me to slick 
around (or the next South 
East Asian Games at least." 

Looking into the 


fancies her chances at 
Hiroshima. "I'm hoping to 
end (her Asian Games 
stint) on a good note," she 
said, adding, "I would like 
to finish at the top, of 
course. I would just like to 
win a medal...it doesn't 
matter which arlour. Just 
one medal." 

Pointing out that her 
pre|)arations are almost 
complete —only some 
speed and power work 
remains as a final [Kilish to 


wonder about the 
similarities with Usha. 
Having run their best races 
against each other, both 
retired, had babies, and 
now have embarked on the 
comeback route. Will these 
quetms of Asian athletics of 
the '80s get one more shot 
at glory? Even if they don't, 
there aren't going to l>e tcxi 
many complaints. Just 
watching them run will be 
enough.# 

Pradeep Paul. Singapore 


as 





ClockwisafronMl 


An oiit-of-slinpn Monica 
Salas arrives at tha Monte 
Carlo Sporting Club gala. It 
was a ram public 
appaarancolortbo 
ovarwaight tennis player 
who still hasn't confirmed 
whan she will come back to 
the game 

Glasnost a Madras 
company which 
spocialisas in topical bill 
bMrds, had this dig at 
hnran Khan and the ball 
tampering controversy 

A general view of the 12th 
International Olympic 
Cofflfflittaa Congress held 
recently in Paris 

The 20th Scissors 
Karnataka—1000 Rally 
was flagged off at 
Bangalore with some of the 
leading drivers competing. 
This rally is acknowledged 
by the racing fraternity as 
mnong the most 
challenging in India 
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I AUwkatsomeof 
recent sporting 
happenings 
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SLAM 

DUNKS! 

\olcs. Quotes itud Auciiiotes from 
the world of basketball and the \BA 


tMEAMtm 

DON NELSON, who 
coached this year's Dream 
Team il, was talking about 
Dream Team 1, the 1992 
Olympic champions. "I 
don’t know if there will 
ever be another Dream 
Team 1 because we had 
some of the biggest stars to 
ever play in the game at the 
end of their careers...like 
Magic, Bird and the other 
guy, the baseball player." 

MORE DREAMING 
MICHAEL JORDAN, "the 
baseball player." on Re^ie 
Miller's statement that 
Dream Team II is better 
than the first Dream Team: 
"Those guys are on the 
right team, because they're 
definitely dreaming." 

AIR JORDAN OR 
SHOW-OFF? 

HOW giHxl was Michael 


Jordan's much-publicised 
hang time? According to a 
new exhibit at the 
Basketball Hall of Fame in 
Springfield, 

Massachusetts, it was .96 ol 
a second, a time 
double-checked with a 
stopwatch by offiiials 
again.st NBA films. 

The exciting new 


interactive exhibit allows 
visitors to match 
themselves against the 
sport's greats, although 
one such great isn't as 
impressed with Air 
Jordan's hang time as you 
might be. 

"Elgin IBaylurJ did a lot 
of the same things |ds 
Jordan and Julius 


Ervingl," said Boston 
Celtic legend John 
Havlicek, "but they never 
got recorded. 

"It was a different game. 
What isainsidered 
entertainment today was 
considered hot-dogging 
then, and the op|H>sitiun 
was sure to take the 
mustard out of it." 

For the rexord, Erving's 
hang lime is registered as .9 
second and Baylor's as .86. 

DID YOU KNOW? 

* Shaquille O'Neal will be 
the most recognisable 
athlete in the world in 
the next five years, 
according to Basketball 
Hall of Fame anti c urrent 
Boston Celtics' TV 
analyst Boh Cousy. 

* Madonna's favourite 
NBA player is Dennis 
Rodman. 



SONODYNE. THE SPECIALIST AUDIO COMPANY. INTRODUCES THE URANUS FM 2000. 

With a character that lives up to the uranus legacy. 




Heavenly sound that does not cost the earth: DoubleDeck with unique heads 
THAT deliver LIFE-LIKE SONIC PERFORMANCE; 500 WATTS PMPO POWER AMPLIFIER, WITH LEAST 
distortion; S Band Graphic Equalizer; PM, SW, MW Tuner; 

AND Speakers that reproduce crisp high frequency response, ^ W OYJ JI 

SUMPTUOUS midrange. DISTORTION-FREE LOW BASS AND PRECISE STE- 

REO IMAGING. PLUS, KARAOKE. FM 2000 

Mini Component Stknso music Svbtcms 

The URANUS FM 2000. PERFECTION RUNS IN THE FAMILY. t-;;-- 

TMt Soul of sonic PisrsCTioN 

^ Soncxlyne interniRional Ltd. 
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* Hakeem Oljjuwon's 
surname means "Always 
being «)n lop." 

ARE YOU SURE? 

CHARU-S TUCKER, an 
NBA agent on (he rep(»rtet) 
$100 million toiilratl he 
wants lor the NBA's No. I 
pick: "When you break it 
down over the long haul, 
it's not that much." 

WILT 1 Hr SPRSf^TEK 

AI.EX HANNUM had this 
last inating anecdttte about 
7' l"290-pound, ail-time 
great Wilt "TheStilt" 
Chamberlain in Terry 
Pluto's book, "Tall Tales." 

"When I coached ihe 
San Francisco Warriors, I 
thought Al Allies was the 
fastest guy on our 
team—liy lar. We used to 
gamble a lot—which 
player could jump the 
highest and run the fastest. 

"So I set up a series of 
races, baseline to baseline 
In the finals, it was Wilt and 
Allies and Wilt (usi blew 
I>asi him. I'm convinced 
that Will Chamberlain is 
oneot the greatest 
all lound athletes the 
world has ever seen." 

MORE ABOUT MICHAEL 

MICHAEL JORDAN, who 
is barely hitting .200, on 
playing has(*ball for the 
douhle-A minor league 
Birmingham (Alabama) 
Barons' "I was at the lop of 
the world a year ago. Now 1 
am at the bottom of the 
totem pole. And Tm 
enjoying it." 

HE TALKS A GREAT GAME 

MOST scouts rate him a 
long-term project and he 
was only the 14th pick in 
the NBA Draft, but this 
6' 10'"Nigcrian center 
already ranks first in the 


league among rookies in 
boasting. 

Despite sjnmding only 
two years at Cieorge 
Washington University, 
inexperienced Yinka Dare 
of the New York Nets 
boldly prediaed, "I'm 
going to bi‘ an All-Star in a 
couple of years. If 1 play at 
my best, 1 can iH-come 
better than some of the 
greatest big men to ever 
play. 

"I'm going to be a great 
defensive player. I'm going 
to be a great < iffensive 
threat. And I'm going to be 


«in ideal center for a team." 

Comparing himself quite 
favourably to uxlay's 
premier centers, 
ulua-confideni Dare, 21, 
said, "I look at Hakeem 
|Olajuwon|, I Itwk at 
Patrick Ewing, David 
Robinson, Shaquille 
(O'Neal]. I would say I 
have in me a little bit of all 
of them. Hakeem, I would 
say, I probably have his 
quickness. Shaquille is 
very expkisive around the 
basket, and I have that too. 
A little bit of everybody." 
(New York Post) 


Siwqriile OUmI M Ike US 

Dimm Tmhi H to Ike world 

tMe receody 

SHORT AND QUICK 

DIKEMBE MUTOMBO. 
the standout defensive 
center for the Denver 
Nuggets, changed his 
autograph to DM—, 
because he feared writer's 
cramp. 

He never ainsidered 
signing his full name: 
Dikemlx' Mmombo 
Mpolondo Mukarnba Jean 
Jacque Wamutombo.# 
From Paul Fein, USA 


39 























Unless you stand again in 1997... 

No. I want to respect the age limit imposed on 
the other IOC memiters. 

When you say modernization, does that 
mean increasing the number of 
members? 

Yes, to a certain extent. We currently have 
196 recognized NOCs and we have only 70 
countries represented within the IOC. That is 
not an adequate proportion; Europe alone has 
almost half the scats. We are engaged in 

consultations; we shall coniiniie to do this. 

We shall study the replies. Some say: why 
have two members in the same country when 
many other countries have none? Others 
hold the opposite view. The way in which we 
elect our members is sometimes criticized. But 
if you l<H>k at the past, you can see that this 
system of co-optation, which Coubertin 
wanted, continues to work well. 

Among the reforms that you have 
introduced, the presence of 
professionals at the Games now 
provokes almost no comment. On the 
other hand, commercialization 
continues to grate with some people. 
What are your views on this? 

Without commercialization, the big 
international amipetitions could no longer 
exist. People cannot |>ay taxes to suppon 
high-level sport, so it is necessary to find 
sources of revenue, which must be controlled. 
We devote ourselves to this, but in diiing so 
safeguard certain principles; there is no 
advertising inside the Olympic venues, even 
though the Games are the largest sports event 
in the world. But did you know that this 
principle, to which I am attached, has not 
always existed? In 1924 in Paris, for example, 
there were advertisements in the Olympic 
stadiums. 

We are not unaware of the fact that a 
change of attitude towards this would bring in 
a great deal of money. But we want the 
Olympic Games to be different from the other 
big global events. That is why we maintain 
this principle. 

Could you have gone further in terms of 
changes? 

You can always do more. But if you gri too 
quickly, you risk coming up against 
Insurmountable obstacles. An IOC president 
has to be level-headed; he has to reflea on 



changes which are sometimes tempting. I 
sincerely believe tliat the Olympic Movement 
needed to bring itself up to date by making 
itself understood by its partners and by giving 
res{X)nsibility to a growing number of people, 
starting with the volunteers who are the 
members of the Executive Board, the real 
government of the IOC. 


liMt an bare: SoaHi 
AlricaB Wa h aa Ma id al a 
sham • Mia MiWi IOC 
Prasiitoal Saaianadi 


Have you sometimes had the impression 
of being one step ahead of history? 

That has happened to me. For example, 
where South Africa is ctmeemed, we were the 
first to envisage, undci certain conditions, the 
return by this country to the family of nations, 
and thus to the Olympic family. Everybody 
followed us The presence of South Africa in 
Barcelona with a multi-racial learn was a great 
humanist victory and a great success for 
Olympism; what is more, it was achieved with 
the support of the OAU. 

Before that, we had succeeded in 
recognizjng the existence of Taiwan within 
the IOC. as a full member with its own name 
and national flag, which allowed the young 
people of tliis country to be present at the 
Games and in the international sphere. 


People often talk about the Olympic 
programme. Do you think that it ought 
to be significantly changed? 

Not significantly, no. But at the same time, we 
can make some alterations. The biggest sports 
have a programme for the Games which is like 
that for their world championships, so the 
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changes can therefore only be minor. Some 
new sports could be included. 

Isn't the excessive media coverage of 
some sports detrimental to other 
disciplines? 

A balance is always relative. We owe a lot to 
media aivcrage and the jicrfect mamage 
between television and sjxm. It has to be 
admitted that if the less popular sports that 
you are thinking about had been withdrawn 
from the Olympic programme, they would no 
longer be seen on television even during the 
Games. But we have kept them in the 
programme and intend to keep them in the 
future on one condition: that these stHirts 
have a universal dimension and are practised 
by a large number of [K'ople. 

The Olynpie flane How will you maintain the principle of 

at BwmImw universality at the Olympic Games by 



fixing the limit at 10,000 participants? 

We have put a brake on unrestricted 
participation. But in S|>ite of the limit we have 
set, universality will be safeguarded at the 
Games: all the NOCs will have the right to 
send six athletes and two officials, for whom 
the IOC will i>ay travel and accommtxlation 
ex|)enses, on condition that the six athletes 
selected are actual competitors and not 
tourists. 

Will we succeed in achieving a rapid 
unification of rules in the fight against 
doping? 

1 sincerely believe so. Tlie IOC, IFs and NOCs 
have been doing a great deal of work on this 
for over a year. Doping still represents a 
danger, but we have moved forward: there 
are fewer doping cases at big competitions. On 
the other hand, there is still doping during 
training. Htiwever, many federations have 
already done an exemplary job in introducing 
unannounced testing. We have not yet 
managed to convince everyone, but we are 
making progress, and should succeed by the 
time of the Games in Atlanta. That has already 
been done in the area of arbitration: in future, 
disputes arising from sporting problems will 
be dealt with by the Court of Arbitration for 
Sport, in the framework of the wider family of 
sport, indejK’ndent of the IOC. The agreement 
signed in Paris on 22nd June, in the presence 
of the French .fustice Minister, Mr 
Mehaignerie, constitutes a guarantee and a 
reference for the future. 

What does the IOC of today have in 
common with the IOC as conceived a 
century ago? 

Kerrc de Coubertin had to fight against a 
society that was much more closed and much 
more restrictive than the one in which we 
live. He saw his ideas contradicted by the 
Anglo Saxons, particularly when he wanted 
to address the delicate problem of loss of 
earnings by athletes and what he called the 
“mummv" of amateurism. He had to fight 
with the international Federations, most of 
which came into being after the IOC was 
created. Well before anyone else, he had 
gauged the importance of sport to young 
people; he had also produced a definition of 
Olympism, which is sport plus culture. Cast 
your mind back to 100 years ago; what 
Coubertin did, in a society which was not 
accustomed to sport, was quite extraordinary. 
1 myself have not forgotten just how difficult it 
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was, not so long ago, to convince political 
leaders of the importance of sport. 

Fortunately that is no longer the case today. 
Finally, from Couliertin's work there still 
retnaiiis a moral code, an ethic to which we 
can still relate. These are essential principles 
which, looking ahead to the 21st century, 
must not he abandoned. 

When you were elected IOC President in 
1980, did you already have in your mind 
the details of the reforms which would 
be implemented under your direction? 

1 already had the general ideas and the details 
of them in my mind in 1970 I had often 
written on the subject of Olympism; some of 
which is still topical. What I had not foreseen 
was how to succeed in gaining acceptance for 
the reforms 1 felt to be necessary. 
Circumstances allowed me to chtKtse the 
opportune moment without giving way to 
improvisation, to move forward in such and 
such a direction. I have always been 
convinced, and I said this many times l)efore 
becoming President, that what was important 
was not the IOC alone, but the Olympic 
Movement which, with the IOC and, under its 
aegis, includes our parinersihe National 
Olympic Committee's (NOC's) and the 
International Federation (IP's). 

A quarter of a century ago, there cannot 
have been many of you in the IOC using 
such language... 

No, indeed. I personally had very quickly 
understood that the strength of our 
Movement lay in unity. This therefore meant 
not accepting that there should be unresolved 
problems between the IFs and the IOC. For 
the NOCs, it was less serious, in that they exist 
through Olympism itself: the National 
Olympic Committees know that if the IOC is 
in difficulty, they are, nx); if the IOC is strong, 
so arc they. With the IPs, it is a different 
matter. Some of them constitute empires and 
mean to deal as equals with the IOC. We thus 
needed to talk to one other, each of us 
maintaining our autonomy and 
independence, and work together, in order to 
reinforce the unity built up over the years. 
Never before, and you can testify to this, has 
the quality ol relations between the IOC and 
the IFs been so high. 

Have you been able to act as quickly as 
you wanted? 

Wc have had many problems on the political 


level. The IOC had to overcome, not without 
difficulty, successive boycotts in 1980 and 
1984. Nor shotild we forget the boycott in 
1976, which came three days before the 
Games opened in Montreal. This 
secessitm itxtk on dramatic proportions. At 
that time, wc should certainly have had better 
communication between the African NOCs 
and the IOC to avoid a—temporary—split. 

Does the secret of your success lie in the 
continuity of your action or in the 
decided reforming nature of your ideas? 

If there has been any success, it is the result of 
a combination of these two elements. It is first 
of all necessary to know how to adapt, each 
day, to external circumstances; the world of 
sport is a part of the society of its time; its 
problems are linked with those of the planet. 
As h)r the reforms, some of them had already 
been partly achieved before I came along. 

Take the example of amateurism: right back in 
1974, my predecessor. Lord Kilianin, had got 
this word eliminated from the Olympic 
Charier. Gradually, not without reservations, 
everyone became convinced of the legitimacy 
of a development which had been only too 
long in coming. Remember what 1 said to you 
almost 1S years ago: there could be no 
question of giving all the Olympic medals to 
the communist countries which had 
instituted a system of state professionalism. In 
fact, 1 fought for equality of rights among 
athletes. It had to be possible lo give effective 
help to young^ieople who were devoting their 
whole life to sport with»>ut compensation, 
and even let them profit from their talent. 

Are we not today seeing the pendulum 
swing back again? Aren't the former 
people's democracies at risk, in their 
turn, of being disadvantaged on a 
sporting level? 

At present, that is not the case. People thought 
that with the breakup of the USSR, there 
would be a sharp decline in all the former 
republics. That has not happened. Today, 
ftussia represents 75 to 80% of the former 
StJvict potential. The other republics like 
Ukraine, Belanis, and the Central Asian 
republics play a far from negligible role in the 
global context. You will sec that at the next 
Olympic Games, the 15 former USSR 
republics will obtain more medals than the 
USSR in 1988 or the CIS in 1992. • 
Interviewed by Robert Parlente 
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TENNIS 



O NCE an obsession for the 

13-Year veteran, tennis has 
taken a back seat to family 
values lor former No. 1 Mats 
Wilander. "Winning was my primary 
focus five to 10 years ago. Tennis 
today is my secondary ftKus. after my 
family," says Wilander, who turned 
30 in August. "I've satisfied my need 
to be at the top, to win toumatnents. 
why I'm playing now is because I'm 
enjoying it." 

The new-found enjoyment has 
produced results in 1994, with his first 
quarterfinal appearance since 1990 
on the USclaycouri swing at Atlanta. 
The next week he reached the 
semifinals at Pinehurst, again on clay, 
the surface the Swede won 20 of his 
career 33 titles on. 

"1 don't know if the Top SO is within 
reach, but it would be nice to go 
straight into tournaments," says 
Wilander, who achieved his goal in 
August when he rc*ceived direct entry 
into the main draw at the IBM/ATP 
Tour stop in Prague, the Skoda Czech 
Open. He lost in the first round to 
Karel Novacek. He and Novacek 
teamed up to win the doubles title in 
Prague, Wilander's first doubles title 
since he and Joakim Nystrom won 


Wimbledon in 1986. 

While claiming no aspiration for the 
remainder of the year, Wilander 
remains content to play tournaments 
and enjoy the game ol tennis, a 
contrast to the time when he was 
the best player in the world. "It was 
very hard to en|oy the game of tennis 
whc’-i the only interest you have, or 
has to be, is winning," says Wilander, 
the seventh player to rank No. I 
in the history of the rankings. "That’s 
the problem that 1 think happens to a 
lot ol (leojilc Some people thrive on 
being No. I, hut some people gel there 
and realise it’s not everything. You've 
fulfilierl youi dreams, but you're not 
having that much fun." 

These days. Inn is the motivating 
factor that keeps the Swede popping 
up at IBM/ATP Tour events and 
drawing large c rowds to see the man 
who conquered the tennis world in 
1988. "I think it's great f could look 
bac k and say I did all right when I was 
trying my best," says Wilander, who 
began the year at No. 325 and 
now resides in the 1 30’s on the 
IBM/ATPTour Rankings. "It's very 
different now If 1 had enjoyed tennis 
this much when 1 was No I, who 
knows what would have hap|tened?" 

Mats Wilaniler tennis is no longer tfie 
primary focus in life. Family life is. 



Born: Vaxjo, Sweden Career-high rank: 1 (Sept. 12,1988) 
Rcrsidencc: Green wicJi. Conn. Career singles titles: 33 
Binhdate: Aug. 22, 1964 Career doubles titles: 6 
Height; 6' 0" 1.83m Turned pro: 1980 
Weight: 170 lbs 77kg Coach; None 


Returned to play on the IBM/ATPTour in April, 1993 after taking time off. 
At the peak of his career, he said, "1 may not be a better player, but 1 have 
more games to play against different players." He and wife Sonya have 
had their seamd child last month. They also have a 1 -year-old daughter. 


44 


PEOPLE ARE TALKING 


"To he able lo play wiih Fred Slolle 
and against Rod laver is something. 
You learn more in a few hours having 
a beer wtth all these guys thatt in 40 
years of tennis. Il'sgreal to play with 
these great legends. 1 have more fun 
socialising wiih them olf the cotiri 
than I do winning on the cotiri." 




TALK 


—Tom Gullikson on playing in the 
ATP senior championships 

"I think there is more solidarity 
among the players today than there 
used to he. With the ATPToiir we can 
influence what happens. And without 
the ATP Tour you wouldn't have this 
interview. People who say that tennis 
is boring don't know what they are 
talking about." 


—Andrei Medvedev about the 
state of tennis 

"He gets hungry every four hours. 
Just like me." 

—Boris Becker on taking care of 
his new son. 

"1 am the handicap in golf." 

—Boris Becker responding to a 
question about his golf handicap, 
which is 15. 



A chat with Boris Becker 

Does being a father take 

you out on the court with a new 

perspective? 

Well, obviously 1 have had quite a few 
clianges, I got married and my wife 
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Boris Becker after becoming a father, be has 
foend h easier to tackle the stress of playing 
top level tennis 

and I became parents of a liiile boy last 
winter. I took about two anti a hall 
months off the tennis toui tt» be with 
them. It made life aeiually a little bit 
easier lor me on the tennis lour. 
Whenever there is a chance we travel 
all loi'eihor. It is easier because it takes 
a hit of pressure off playing. Tennis is 
still very important It) me hut after a 
win or loss 1 come home and I see 
them and it seems to be less stress at 
tile tennis court 

Could you talk about your 
enthusiasm or zest that you show 
when you're on the court, your 
kind of exuberance 

I am the sort of y,uv who doesn't really 
hold back. 1 am 1 1 yinj> to give 
everything that 1 have on the tennis 
court. That means stmietimes 1 may be 
c hit noisier than other tennis players. 
Sometimes diving on the tennis court. 


I am getting real excited hut that is part 
of my character and my personality 
and I have a difficult lime holding back. 

A number of very good 
champions in the last decade or so 
all the way back to Borg have had 
difficulty maintaining their edge 
and it seems to be.when you talk 
to the old guys, a modern 
phenomenon. Why is it so 
difficult to stay focused? We've 
seen it with Steffi and we've seen 
it with you a little bit. Why is it so 
hard in today's tennis game to 
stay focused? 

Well, because after a number of years, 
alter you have reached many goals 
that you're trying to set for yourself 
you're sort of looking for a new 
challenge and that means,this 
is in your private life because you 
cannot win more than a couple of 
Wimbledons and Davis Cups and US 
Opens. For me it was really important 
to find my wife and to start a family, to 


he sure that when 1 slop my career 1 
will have something to fall back on 
and that has given me new life and 
new spirit now. Otherwise 1 don't 
think I still would be playing. 

1 think I would be in search nl my 
private life but since I have thai 1 can 
play with a great peace of mind and 
really work bard again. So when 
matches are over I can go borne to 
people I care very much aboiii. 1 think 
many players in iheir mid-time of 
their career have that problem. They 
see that professional life is very 
important but it is not everyihing. 
They miss something, they lack 
sorneihing. The same thing was 
happening lo me and I was trying lo 
lake care of that and 1 was really 
fortunate to find my wife. And now 1 
am relreshed and hungry lor more 
titles. 

What has Nick Bollettieri done for 
you, Boris? 

Well, he has made work fun again. He 
didn't have to teach me a new stroke 
or show me how my service was. It is 
important to gel me psyched-up, to 
inspire me, to talk to me m a positive 
way so I am giving it all out. I am 
trying as hard as I can. He is the expert 
in that. We've been working together 
for six months and we really enjoy 
each other's coinfiany and we have 
had great success so far and we will 
have more in the future. 

When you get a little older and 
your interests broaden, could you 
ever recapture the kind of 
single-mindedness you might 
have had about tennis as a 
teenager? 

Well, people underestimate the fact 
that I am 26 years of age. Because 1 
have been playing already 10 or 11 

‘ars people sometimes see me as q 
32 year-^old, but that is not the case. 
For the past six months I have been 
training like I used to and trying to 
have that single-mindedness as 1 used 
lo and slowly things are paying olf I 
had a very good Wimbledon and a 
very good Rome and so on and I won 
an expert tournament indoors. So, it is 
starting to pay off again. # 
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QUESTIONS 


1 After how many 
• personal fouls, can a 
player take no further part 
in a hasket'ball game? 

2 The World Cup 
• soccer goalkeeper 
stated that he accepted the 
Nohic Prize because the 
money would help set him 
up as a stock car racer. 
Ironically he died in a car 
accident. Name him? 


3 Which famous 
• Indian sportsman is 
nicknamed 'Guga'? 


In which game is the 
! * term rabbit punch 
associated and what does it 
mean? 

5 For Sumo wrestlers 
• what is Mawashi? 

6 Which country's 
« national socter team 
is known as the Red Devils? 

7 As grass is to 

• Wimbledon, and red 
clay is to Roland 

Garros.is toPlushing 

Meadows? 

8 He competed as a 
• swimmer in the 1936 
Olympics (Berlin). He 
represented his country in 
waterpoloat the 1952 
Helsinki Olympics. He is a 
Doctor of Law. lie is also the 
president of his country's 
bus company. In 1988, he 
was advanced as a 
nominee for the Noble Prize 
Who is he? 

Answer to (LNo. 6 



ounoote MmutCMDOOD 


9 "In Affeciionate 
« Remembrance of 
English cricket which died 
at the Oval on 29th August, 
1882 deeply lamented by a 
large circle of sorrowing 
friends and acquaintances 
RIP, NB—The body will be 
cremated and the ashes 
takento Australia."—Who 
has written this mtKk 
obituary and in which 
paper? 


1 Name the 

JL v/ •cncketer who 
sold vegetables on the 
streets for a living as a 
young boy. 


AaswortoQ.No. It 



ANSWEBS 


1. Five. 

2 . Albert Camus. 

J. Geei Sethi. 

4 . Boxing, a blow to the back of the neck, it is a 
foul in boxing. 

5. The conventional loin cloth 10 yards long 
and 2 feet wide folded six times and 

- wrapped aroimd the waist of sumo 
fighters. 

6. Belgium. 

7. Deo'Turf—H. 

8 . Joao Havelange, present president of 
HFA. 

9 . The journalist Regionald Brooks for the 
'Sporting Times' in 1882 which gave birth 
to the Myth of Ashes of English cricket for 
which England and Australia now battle. 

10. Abdul Qa^r. 


THIS Ql'l/ HAS iH-TN i OWSliT ;) lA ' 


RAMESHCH. MOHANTY 
89 PARUAJMENT HOUSE, 
NEW DELHI 110 001. 

All readers are requested lo send a pass|Hin size 
colour photograph of themselves along with their 
entries. The picture will be earned along with the 
quiz if selected. 
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NOT TAYLOR-MADE 
FOR BORDER 



OHN HUNALin (vi s, ihf hrolliiM ol Riilm-) icllso 
vvoiidcrlul slory .iboiii Aiislr.ilia's ni'w Tcsl 
Lapiaiii, ^O yfiir-old Ni-w South Wt‘lshiii .111 Mark 
Taylor The Australian teaiti was waiiiu}’ at Sydney's 
iniernaiional airport fora Qanias 747 that was to lake 
them on an overseas tour Tavlor, ies|)lendent in Itla/et 
with slnninj; huitons, was mistaken (or a poi lei hy an 
elderly lady. 

Would he mind larryiiif; her l>at;s lor her^ Not at all, 
replied the man who had more than 4000 Test runs 
under his hell The joh < ompleied, ’I aylor rejoined his 
team-males, who were iluichtnti tiien sides with 
lauf’liier 

On Wediiesifay 18 May, Taylor was at a Irieiid's farm 
when he reieived the pfione tail that would ehanjte his 



lile On the line was Ian McDonald, media manajter ol 
the Aiistialian (Tiekei Board. AsTaylot tells it, 
McDonald fiad only itiree words to say "rapiam, 
you're it," was all !ie said, it was ifn- final — olhiial - 
lonfirniaiion tfiat the country's caplaiiuy had jiassed 
Irom Allan Border, New South Wales-horn 
Queenslander and higftesi runsioTei in thi't'ame's 
history, to Taylor 

History mij’ht retold that the maiiile of leadeiship 
(>assed smoothly from the Queenslander 10 the New 
Soutfi Welshman, hut m truth nothing was smooth 
ahoul the iransfei ol powei. In a nulshell, Bolder had 
been unsure about whether he wanted to eoninuie at 
llie helm. After the senes ajiamsi South Alrica, he had 
(lerhaps foiii options still open to him. I irsi, he toiild 
lontmue as tapiain Setond, he tonid jjive the 
ca|)laimy away and i oiitmue to be chosen on merit 
'I'hird, he toiild opt out ol the difficult loui ol Bakistan 
and then take batk the tai>lamcy lot the senesa^tainsi 
I-.nj’land, the most presilyions cutkettnn assl^;nment lor 
an^ Australian. Or lourth, he could leiire aliojtether 

But iheefioice W'as not to lie so straijthllorward. rhe 
tairtainiy isa itiaiter resolved by the,\ustraltatt t.ricket 
Boaril, not'by ihe touiitry's panel ol selettors, and it 
was made deal to Border that the thud option was not a 
lavoitrable one rlie Boatd, tt seemed, did not look 
kindly on the possibility of Bolder opting out of one 
tom, to lake the job back for the Ashes senes 

When Border did finally make Ins decision tiuimi 
r niket allogetfiet, it was no loregone lonclusion One 
day helore a si heduled press lonfeienie, he 
annoimted his reluemeni Irom the international scene 
to a Bnsbane television repoiierand family friend 
While bringing down the curtain on his I 86-'resi 
career, he fired several verbal broadsides at the 
Australian Cricket Board, whom he accused of lorcing 
his hand. He blamed a "lack ol communication" for the 
controversial way his'lest career ended. 

Bolder went .so far as to say 1 he Board a|ipcared to be 
blaming him (or the delay m making a decision cm his 
liilure when he had already advised selectors of his 
inleiUion to stand down and his plan loannoimre it in 

Can Marti Taylor (right) emuiata the superb captaincy 
record of the great Allan Border (left) 
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CONTROVE RSY 


Melhoiirnethe following day. So, he explained loihe 
Brisbane TV reporter, "Asa result 1 decided to take 
matters into niy own hands." 

Border said he had told the selectors a week earlier 
that he intended to retire and that he was angry at 
coninienis by ACB cfiairman Alan Crompton and chief 
executive Oraham Halliish that his indecision had 
delayed the naming of the 1 S-man scpiad to tour Sri 
Tanka and Pakistan. 

Apparently, Border had told Australian selection 
chairman I..awrie Sawle of his plan to announce his 
retirement and that Sawle, in confidence, did not pass 
that inlormation on to fellow selectors and ACB 
officials. Sawle, highly respected in cricketing circles, 
said, "I was making sure no one else lound out 
beforehand. My efforts to make sure his retirement has 
been carried oui with the dignity and respect he 
deserves." 

"I spoke to Allan on a number of occasions and Allan 
gave mea clearimpiession he planned retirement but 
for personal reasons he asked thaf any announcement 
of his retirement be kept strrcify confidential for one 
week," Sawle said. 



Sawle explained al length that s)K‘culaiion that 
Border may have wanted to skip the tour ol Pakistan 
and return for the five-Test Ashes series against 
Bngland IxTorc quitting was not correct. "That was 
never an issue," he said. "Allan never, ever asked me or 
anyone alxiui that. He wasol the firm opinion you 
don't have two captains (one for away scries and one 
lor home series) and you don't pick jilayers who don't 
want to tour." 

Vet there was almost an element of farce about the 
manner m which the whole episode unravelled. On the 
one hand.there was a nuich-credentialled captain 
i riiicismg senior ACB officials on television for forcing 
him to announce his retirement 24 hours before he was 
due to hold a press conference in Melbourne lo do just 
that. On the other hand, there was the board, which 
thought It had not lorced Border's hand in any way. 

Border, grim-faced and bestubblcd because of 
surgery to remove skin cancers from his face, said, "I'm 
just disappointed by some ol the comments made by 
(iraham Halbish and Alan Crompton, saying I'm 
gumming up the works when they knew full well there 
was a decision being made tomorrow at a national press 


conlerence. 1 don't know whether there's a bteakdown 
ill communications or what. 1 rang the selectors and 
gave them my decision and 1 didn't hear one word 
Irom the Ixiard from that point of time. " 

tforder's departure was a bitter episode, yet the next 
day It seemed that oil had been poured on troubled 
waiers Border said he had spoken with ACB 
executives and he had accejited their explanations. 

"I'm satisfied with their explanation about what's 
happened. Obviously there's been a breakdown in 
toniinimicauons. Hopekilly iheie's no ongoing dramas 
because I still want to have a heavy involvenietil with 
Austialian crirkel." 

He did say, "What's done is done. I'm not reiieniani 
bill obviously I would have liked lo have seen it done in 
a different manner. Whether ii was the right thing or 
the wrong thing it's done and T'm iiaiipy. I would have 
liked for It lo have happened m the right way at a 
national pi css conference m Melboiiine bni I fell 
ernbarrassc'd bv things tliai were being said." 

Were ihcre any disappoimnienis alter such a 
distinguished carc'cr? Yc's, said Border thoughtfully. 
Among the disappointments of his long career was his 
failure to defeat the West Indies in a Test scries, while 
ihc highiiglit was Australia's Ashes win against 
Tngland in 1989. "That win. and the iickertapc parade 
hack fiome, are among my greatest memories," he said. 

Uean.lones, lecently retired fiom international 
crickci, was a colleague and team-male of Border's 
tfirough some of the tough years when ihe team was 
being rehnill. Jones tells one story about tfie tied Test in 
Madras in 1986 which is illustrative of how lough a 
captain Border could be. Jones liad made 160 in trying 
conditions and was [ihysically sick. He announced to 
his captain that he could not keep going tlie way he 
was, and was going to slog instead. Border, the 
Queenslander, gave Jones, the Victorian, a steely glare 
and said, with no trace of sympathy, "Right. What we 
need is a lough Au.stralian. Let's get a Queenslander out 
here," rclerring to the next man in, Greg Ritchie, a 
fellow Queenslander. Jones got the message, stayed at 
the crc'ase responsitily and made one of two double 
hundreds in his career. 

Former West Indian wickct-keepcT Jeff Dujon, too, 
has nothing but praise ftir Border. He nominates 
Border's 98 not Put and 100 not out in the 1984 
Trinidad Test as the best display of batting he has ever 
seen. For part of the g-.me, Jones joined Border at the 
crease, facing ifte fast bowlers on a wet wicket and 
witnessed a raa‘ streak tif on-field humour from the 
man who played more Tests than anyone else. Border 
watched him cope with the bowling for one over and 
noticed .lones, very much the junior player then, was 
holding the bat too tight in his nervousness. At the end 
of the over he came down the track to say, 
inatter-of-faaly, "just remember, you don't have to 
squeeze the glue out of the bat handle." • 


SO 















INDIAATTHE HIROSHIMA ASIAD 


THE NUMBERS 


GAME 


Politicking and lobbying 
once again reared its 
head but wisely the 
lOA whittled down 


the squad to Hiroshima 



A t the 1990 Beijing Asian 
Games, India sent a 
coiiiingent of 229 (174 
participants), spent Rs. 6,53,83,241 in 
preparation and finished a disastrous 
11 Ih, the lowest position ever. For the 
Sports Authority of India it was like 
egg in the face as their much touted 
scientific programme, “Operation 
Excellence* did not lake off. 

The Indian Olympic Association 
(lOA) is wiser this time and has tried 
to whittle down the Indian contingent 
for the Hiroshima Asiad. However, old 
habits die hard and the various 
National Sports Federations refused to 
play trail. So the inevitable politicking 
and lobbying was in full swing on the 
ficxrrs <if Shaslri Bhavan (where the 
t)ffices of the Department of Sports 
function). Disgruntled NSFs were 
using political clout (like the signature 
campaign of MPsbyPriyaRanJanDas 
Munshi, president of the AIFF, to seek 
clearance for the national ftKnball 
stiuad) and pressure lo get their 
squads cleared for the Asiad. But, 
unlike in previous years, the 
|K>liticking was less.bui was still quite 
obvious. 

(iriginally, 22 federations had 

S2 


submitted a total of 470 entries. 
Seventeen of these federations had 
sent the names of the participants, 

I beforelhedeadlineonSept.2,ora 
month before the commencement of 
the Asian Games. So on the day of the 
official deadline, names of 223 
sportspersons and 61 officials were 
known. There was no dispute on the 
number of entries in archery, kabaddi, 
men's and women's htxkey, 
shooting, tennis, wrestling and 
weightlifting. In yachting, rowing, 
cancK'ing, kayaking and 
equestrian events the squads were 
cleared with little pruning. 

Disputes were about football, water 
polo, judo, golf, boxing, taekwondo, 
swimming and the new sport of seiiak 
takraw. The lO A wanted the squads of 
swimming and Ixtxing to be 
drastically pruned. 

The Swimming Federation of hidta 
(SFl) staked their claim to send 22 
swimmers at the Asiad, which is 
alrsurd. Only in three of the previous 
eleven Asiads has India won medals in 
swimming. The last CKrasion was in 
1986 at Seoul, when Khazan Singh 
got a silver in the 200m butterfly. In 
the 1951 Asiad, Sachin Nag got a 
diving “double* gold. India also got 
some silver and bronze medals in 
swimming and diving in the inaugural 
Asiad. Three years later in Manila in 
1954, K.P. Thakkar gtrt a bronze 
medal in Platform Diving. But besides 
these occasional successes, India has 
performed quite dismally in 
swimming, with very few even 
reaching the finals of their events. 



Of the 22 swimmers, only three; 
Sebastian Xavier and talented 
teenagers J. Abhijit and Bhanu 
Sachdeva deserved a trip to 
Hiroshima. Even Bhanu in his pet 
event, the 200m Itackstroke is way 
behind his best timing of 2; 11 
whereas the Asiad mark is 2:04. 

Bhanu could have benefited by the 
qualification norms of third place at 
either the previous Asian Games or 
the last Asian Championships 
whichever is higher. 

This is a flawed theory, which fails 
u» acrount for the time lapse in which 
several compcTitors in quantifiable 
sports improve by leaps and bounds. 
Many considered it surprising that the 
SFl recommended so many names. 
However, it is not so mystifying, as 
lOA politics play a large part in seleaion 
procedures. 






The president of the SFl is none 
other than the lOA president himself, 
Mr Sivanti Adityan. ilenw the SFI 
were emboldened to send large 
entries for swiinining. The 
recommendation of water polo also 
caused a lot of acrimony. Most lOA 
observers felt they did not merit a trip 
as they were nowhere near Asian 
standards. 

The aftermath of the bitter ctrntesl 
between Adityan and Suresh Kalinadi 
for the presidentship of the lOA in 
November 1992 had its ramiricatiotis 
in recommendation of squads for the 
Hirttshima Asiad. Mr Priya Ranjan Das 
Munshi feels that the problem of 
clearance was due to the fact that he 
was identified as a supixmer of Suresh 
Kalmadi. Das Munshi used the FIFA 
Rankings list and social history to 
project the case of football. He said 


India improved fnrm 142 to 103 in the 
FIFA Rankings list and is the best team 
in the South Asian region. He also 
claimed that as fiHttball is the most 
popular spttrt in the wtirld (FIFA has 
191 members), qualifying standards 
should vary. 

However, unfortunately the AIFF 
besides staging camps has done little 
else to promote the game. India last 
played an international on December 
26,1993, the final of the SAF Games at 
Dhaka vs Nepal. Alter a nine-month 
lay-off, they next fjilayed in the 
IndeiiendenceCupat Doha, (where 
they lost to 151st ranked Yemen) 
hardly a way to build a national squad. 

When India won the SAARC 
tournament in July 1993, Derek 
D'Souza was the coach along with Jiri 
Pesek. He has been attached to the 


squad ^tce 1993. Now D'Souza has 
suddenly been dropped to 
accommodate Chuni Goswami as 
manager. This is quite unfair. Also at 
the Bangalore training camp, there 
was a reported rift between Jiri Pesek 
and the AIFF secretary P.P. 
Lakshmanan about the standard of 
the national team. The AIFF secretary 
felt that Pesek had done little to 
improve the morale, combination and 
standard of the team in spite of so 
many coaching camps. Pesek feels the 
team has got little foreign exposure 
and match practice. 

The behaviour of the AIFF is typical 
of spons federations in India. They are 
more concerned with seeking 
clearance for a jaunt to prestigious 
events like the Asiad, than 
systematically improving the national 
teams. 

Even the lOA didn't seem entirely 
above board in the subterfuge and 
intrigue in reatmmendation ol s(|uads 
for the Asiad. lOA sources stated they 
originally wanted to send a squad of 
223 to the Hiroshima Asiad. 

According to the International 
Olympic Committee (IOC), quota, the 
ratio of participants and officials in a 
major meet should be 2; I. In India's 
case, this should mean 130 initially 
put on a public posture of strictness 
and maintaining norms to curb 
needless inflation of the squad. 
However, it was learnt that the lOA 
itself sent 238 names to the Hiroshima 
organisers. Besides the 223, an extra 
30 or 35 cleared at the last minute 
were accommodated in the Asiad. So 
the lOA's public (losturing of 
strictness was merely a case of 
throwing dust in the eyes. If more 
athletes are cleared more officials go 
for a joy ride, which suits our s(H)rts 
mandarins. 

Just like a leopard cannot change its 
spots, little dianges in Indian spurt. It 
is a case of much ado about nothing. 
There's always a flurry of activity 
before the squad's departure (or an 
Asiad and a furore when they return 
with dismal results. And in 
Hiroshima, sadly, history might 
repeat itself. 

Novy K^udia 
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WE DO NEED 
ANOTHER HERO 
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REVIEW 


PHOFESSIOHAL SPORT 



Leander Poes stood tall 
among the ruins at 
Jaipur, but there was 
no one to finish off 
what he started 

FROM ROBIN CHATTERJEE, 
JAIPUR 


P RESSURE. It's a dirty word 
because it comes upon you at 
the most inopportune of 
moments. Like some .slimy little 
hoodlum who glides oul of Che 
shadows and stabs you in the back 
when you least expect him to. 

Pressure. It fell upon Asif Ismail's 
broad shoulders, just when 
everybody at .laipur waited with their 
eyes half closed and a prayer on their 
lips, hoping that he would steer his 
country back to where it belonged: 
the Davis Cup World Group. 

Though everybody at the Jai Club 
had a faint inkling that Ismail would 
fail in that crucial rubber—just as he 
had against Wayne Ferreira in the 
second singles—their sense of 
patriotism and a deep belief in the 
many eccentricities that are 
connected with Davis Cup play 
refused to let them accept it. The vast 
crowds of raucous fans who had 
gathered at the stadium on that 
final—but largely eventful—day, had 
probably set their expectations t<K> 
high when they saw Leander Paes 
literally tatne (yes, tame) 
wttrld no. 13 Wayne Ferreira on grass. 

Maybe Ismail, on Ireing witness to 
this meticulous execution, was never 
the same again on realising that this 
was indeed a hard act to follow. In 
hindsight, and on a closer analysis of 
India's 3-2 defeat to South Africa, one 
docs not think that it would be fair to 
question Asif Ismail's will to win, for it 
is a need that arises in the most meek 
among us. But the answer to whether 
Ismail had the necessary tools, the 
skills and the nerve to batter Marcus 
Ondruska into submission, would 
have to be in the negative. 

Pbm: M only be cgald always play u if he 
ware playiap Davip Cap 


To be fair to Ismail, it is not that he 
gave us an exhibition of sub par 
tennis. Rather, he played within his 
limitations and Icmkcd promising in 
spite of the fact that he was meeting a 
different calibre of tennis player. 
Though the result in such a case can be 
a foregone conclusion, it can, on the 
other hand, turn out tti Ik* an 
educative experience. 

Which is why it would be a fair 
summation to say that though Ismail 
lost his match and the tie for India, he 
grew up in the space of three days to 
become a man. And that is essentially 
what the Davis Cup makes nut of you. 

If the Davis Cup is all about national 
pride and commitment that is 
exhibited through a game of tennis, 
then perhaps no one would be able to 
build up a case that could be strong 


Marew Oirinnha itappap m to fmisb th* 
job for Soolb Africa 

enough to batter at the belief of one 
Mr Leander Paes. For Paes, it is not 
always the end result of a match that 
matters. What is more relevant to him 
is the amount of sweat that he has 
shed on the courts in i>rder to achieve. 
"To me," he said candidly. "It is effort 
that counts. I know that each time 1 go 
out to play a match, I carry the hoftes 
of an entire country. I know then and 
there that my effort during a match 
should not he questioned. In the end, 
there is always a win or a loss, but 
what is important is that in the face of 
either one of these results the 
individual should have managed to 
retain his dignity and pride for his 
country." 


ASHOKE OMKIMBOfITY 
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REVIEW 


WayM Fwraim was ■hmy* lOMg ta be 
laiia'f ataaMiag Mack 

Pride for Pacs was not in short 
supply when he outclassed Wayne 
Ferreira in three straight sets. Rather, 
the adulation that was lavished 
upon him by the public was so 
frenzied and in some cases, so overtly 
physical, that it put into perspective 
the fact that Indian sport is indeed 
starved of heroes. So much so that 
when we gel one we are unable to put 
our affections on leash. 

Paes' win over Ferreira supports 
most observers' claims that he can be 
one of the most exciting tennis players 
in the world —both in terms of sport 
and a 'product' for the marketing 
people. But then tragicaUy for Paes, 
his achievements at the Davis Cup 
have not complemented his feats on 
the ATP Tour thus the label 
'enigmatic' would be appropriate. 

It is a case study that quite a lot of 
people, who been in dose touch with 
Paes have tried to find the answer to, 
but without any success. And his 
convindng tvin over Ferreira has only 
sent these very same analysts into a 
mild state of stupor. By all accounts, it 
seems to be a lovely little problem and 
getting down to the bottom of it can be 
both challenging as well as intriguing. 

"I think what Leander needs is a full 
time coach," opines South African 
Davis Cup captain, Frew McMillan. "1 
see in him a very exdting tennis 
player who has the penchant for a lot 
of flair. Leander needs the sort of 
coach who can complement his 
personality. The kid is capable of 
doing big things, potentially, provided 
he can afford to view things the right 
way. If Leander can diannelise his 
strengths, then we are looking at a No. 
25 player in the world rankings. 
Commericaliy too, Leander can be a 
success. I view him as a darker version 
of Andre Agassi." McMillan's words 
seem to put Leanderis problems into 
perspective. They are not just a 
hurried summation, rather they arc 
the words of a man who has grown up 
with tennis in more ways than one. 

It is because of his Davis Cup 
performance that Paes got a wild card : 
for a tournament in Kuala Lumpur, j 
The man he got to replace? Boris 


Becker. 

But then again, there is a limit to 
what Paes can do and in spite of his 
efforts, India have now been 
dethroned from the elite world group 
in the Davis Cup. 

The next few months—or years? 

—are automatically going to be a very 
crucial period for Indian tennis. It is a 
period where not just the players but 
the entire system is going to have to 
undergo a period of metamorphosis. 
The Indians were never talented 
enough to be in the world group in the 
first place, but they made up for that 
shortcoming through grit and the 
strength of character. It is precisely the 
latter two qualities that are going u; 
come into play when India go about 
their business in the Asia-Oceania 
Zone. 

A couple of new talents have 
supposedly emerged with Mahesh 
Bhupathy coming in place of Zeeshan 
Ali, who himself is a non-playing 
veteran of sorts. Bhupathy finds 
himself in the squad by virt ue of one 
promising Satellite performance, 
while Ali finds himself out of it thanks 
to the fact that some find his 
commitment in question. Whether or 
not captain Jaideep Mukheijee's 
decision is a logical one or not, 
remains to Ite seen. What is certain, 
however, is the fact that by not even 
being part of the squad, Ze.eshan All's 
Davis Cup days are almost over. Ali 
has little or no support financially, and 
his demotion from the squad is going 
to cost him a lot and not just 
monetarily. 

And so, the logical thing todo now 
is to start building for the future. Of 
the current lot in the Indian team, 
only Mahesh and Asif Ismail have 
shown glimpses of heart, but not 
character. The latter is a quality that 
they will start toportray but not 
before they are inducted into the 
world of top flight tennis. 

In the meanwhile, however, 
Leander Paes has all the credentials to 
be a good trouper for it is 
evident—not just by his play, but by 
his interactions with the rest of the 
team—that he now carries the torch 
of Indian tennis.and its fortunes. • 






Somewhere 


Over The 


Rainbow 


The cricketers from the land of Oz may be wizards everywhere else, 
hut in Pakistan they haven's won a Test Match for 
the last 40 years. David McMahon wonders If things will change on this trip 
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FOCUS 


I T sounds as though it's straight 
out of 'Riplfy’s Believe it Or 
Not'talcs, but Australia has not 
won a Test match on Pakistani 
soil, let alone a scries, since the late 
50s. One person who will be acutely 
aware of that is New South Welshman 
Mark Taylor, who succeeded Allan 
Bttfder to the post of Australian Test 
captain, and who is currently learning 
all about Pakistani soil in his first tour 
as leader. By the time he finishes, 1 
have nt) doubt that Taylor, being a 
dt)wn-to-earth, thorough sort of 
bloke, will know as much about 
Pakistani soil as the Kaiachi head 
groundsman and in fact, will probably 
return home with the equivalent of an 
honorary degree in horticulture. 

I’erhaps the biggest boon f(*r Taylor 
(no, no, not David Boon) is the fact 
that the Tc'sl series will not he a live, 
hall-hy-hall telecast hack here to the 
shores ol liis homeland Hc‘ will be 
sparc'd, llietefore, the intense inihlic 
glare and inevitable conqiarisons with 
the way his predecessor led the learn. 
Sparc a thought lor this nun and the 
enonnily ol the task he laees Leading 
a Test side anywhere m the wot Id is 
awesome enough; to he askc'd to make 
your debut aseafriam in Pakistan is 
even more daunting. 

The great Ian Botham once said (he 
spent a lair amount ol lime thereafter 
trying to live it down) that Pakistan 
was the sort of place yon would love to 
send your mollier-in-law on an 
all-expenses-paid holiday Mind you, 
England were having a hard lime on 
that lour, but it was the sort of remark 
that ensured I, T. Botham would 
never become England's ambassador 
to Lahore. 

Taylor will no doubt Ik* reminded 
several times of Botham's words over 
the next couple of months and 
certainly his captaincy has not got off 
to the best of starts. Australia lost 
twice in Sri Lanka in the Singer World 
series tournament, mauled by 
Tendulkar in the loss to India, and 
then losing to the home side to 
surrender any chance of making the 

Tailor-imd* wickalt and added co^danca 
from lha Sri Larican tounwill ba in Wai|w 
Younia'advMdaga 


final. So the countries that won the 
last two World Cups, Australia (Eden 
Gardens, beating England in the 1987 
final) and Pakistan (MCG, beating 
England in the 1992 final after an 
agonisingly slow start) were the two 
that sat the final out. 

It could have been an iiiterc*sting 
situation, really because if Pakistan 
and Australia had made the final and 
needed the extra day because of bad 
weather to ac tually play the game, 
neither side would have wanted to 
because they were both booked to fly 
out together to commence the Test 
seric's. What must have bc-en a 
nail-biting situation for the organiser 
("We're really sorry fetr all you 40,000 
sfH'cnators, but the final has been 
called off because Pakistan arul 


Australia flew out of Colombo this 
morning") was happily resolved. 
Pakistan and Australia were 
eliminated and Sri Lanka and a 
highly-polished Indian team were left 
to battle the weather for the final. 

Taylor’s task lias been made even 
harder by an injury sustained just 
liefore the team flew out of Colombo. 
At a net session, tiicrc was the dreaded 
cry of "Look out" but bc’fore Taylor 
could move out of the way a 
crunching straight-drive from .lo 
Angel cannoned into Taylor's left 
ankle. The ankle was not broken, but 
it had to he taped and iced before he 
could attend a team function thai 
evening. This raises the question wll 
'I'aylor he lit to play Australia's only 
match liefore the first 'Lest, the 
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curiain-raiser against the President's 
XI in Rawal]>indi? 

If Taylor were to opt out of that 
game he would hardly he roining into 
the Test series with the ideal 
pieparation. Tlie new ea])tain will 
have capped off the southern winter 
with only three short, one-day innings 
in Sri Tanka and will not have played 
at all for the fortnight preceding the 
Test. 

Taylor’s counterpart, Salim Malik 
welcomed the first Australian touring 
side since the acrimonious 1988 lour, 
when the visitors tfirealened to 
abandon the series. Malik, starting off 
on a positive note, said the 
introduction of match referees and 
independent umpires f undertaken 
two years ago) would help keep this 
ihree-Test series on an even keel. He 
mentioned that Tests against Australia 
had been "difficult" to play in the past 
because of constant sledging but he 
expected no such problems in the 
future, especially in the light of 
Taylor's avowed intemion to stamp 
out sledging. 

"Relations are much better now 
because of the referee and I think they 
will be lor this series. Things are much 
better because Australians used to use 
bad language in the middle. Things 
have changed and only the dirty lotik 
is used now. The bad word is not there 
which is good because it was very 
difficult to play in Australia when 
with every ball you had to face some 


harsh words. 

Malik, ever the diplomat, said he 
did not want to comment on the 
ca|>laincy of Allan Border, only saying 
all sides were hot-headed before the 
introduction of referees. "1 don’t want 
to reflect on Border. It's only because 
of the referee that bad words have 
been stopped. Every team has settled 
down because they are afraid of what 
the referee can do." 

Malik said he expected the wickets 
would be helpful to Wasim Akram 
and Waqar Yoiiiiis, but added, "We 
have to work very hard against 
Australia to win the series, rhey are 
professional cricketers I think 
Mark Waugh is a good player and so is 
David Boon. We have to work on 
them as the key players while 
McDermott is an experiencc’d bowler. 
Then as if by aftenhought he added, "I 
forgot Shane Warne as well". 

The absence of Border will be 
keenly felt, but the good news loi 
Australia is that there are two 
contenders foi the spot left vacant by 
the great man's absence, .lusim 
La nger and lelii >w left - hander 
Michael Bevan are the hot 
contenders, with Bevan the favourite 
to get the nod. Langer conceded in Sri 
Lanka ihat he was not the 
frontrunner, added that he would aim 
to occupy any of the six Iratting places 
in the order. 

"There's been a lot of place about 
filling the vacant spot left by AB but I 


Aintraiia wHI iapand M ■ tot 

don't feel any pressure at all. Bevan 
has got the first opportunity and done 
a greaf job but I like to think that 
Pakistan will be a long tour and there's 
going to be chances all around in the 
ordei. It only lakes a little for someone 
itigei sick or lose form ami 1 just have 
to hang m and In* ready to grasp it 
when my chance comes." 

In a sense, though, one of the main 
players to watch will be the man who 
first played against Australia as a raw 
youth with a fair bit of pace, back m 
.laiiuary 1989. Tbai was when rookie 
Waqar Youiiis, then 17. faced Taylor 
at his best at the MCG. Taylor got 52 
and 101 in the match and Younis left 
the MCCi with figures ol 0 lor 95. 

Things will no doubt be very 
different now, with Younis on home 
ground, five years older and wiser, 
and Iasi but not least, wearing the 
manlle of the most fearsome fast 
bowler in the world. The 22-year-old 
has 180 wickets at 18,78 from 51 Tests 
and said before the start of the series, 

"I 'm ItMiking forward to the chance of 
playing Australia in a Test match. I 
haven't played them in a long time 
and its going to be good fun. It was 
almost my debut when I last playt'd 
Australia and I'm more into the game 
now. I was playing a big side and it was 
hard to do well, I was so young, but 
I'm matured now and I want to show 
the Australians I've learned a lot." # 
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PREVIEW 


OTHER EVENTS 

OC'T. 5: Asian Games, 
Hiroshima; World 

Masters Games eaiuH'inj; 
events, Brisbane; Euro- 
p»*an jr. fr women's 
weightlifting 
Rome; World women's 
iiid. fr learn squash, 
England; Sikkim Gover¬ 
nor's Gold Cup, Gang¬ 
tok; Women’s world 
rowing, Guernsey. 

OCT 6' Asian Games, 
Hiroshima; World 

Masters Games canm-ing 
events, Brisbane; J-day 
international track 
eyeling, Manrh»-ster; 
Oiinhill Cup goll, St. 
Andrews; European jr. h 
women's weightlifting. 
Rome; World women's 
ind. fr team squash. 
England; Sikkim Govei- 

Siay tmiail to Prim Spam 
for live coverage of the R 
event in Spain 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


nor’s Gold Cup,Ganglok. 
Women's world rowing, 
Guernsey. 

OCT. 7 Asian Games. 
Hiioshima; World 

Masters Games eanrK'ing 
events. Brisbane; J-day 
international track 

cycling. Main liester; 
Dunliill (;iip golf, St. 
Andrews; Euro|H'an jr ti 
women's weiglitlilting, 
Rtime; World rythmic 
gymnastics. Paris, World 
women's ind. b tc-am 
squash, l-nglaiid. 

Women's world rowing, 
Guernsey. 

fK T H Asian Games. 
Hiroshima; World 

Masters Games canoeing 
events. Brisbane; T-day 
international track 

cycling, Manchesler; 
Tour of l.ombardy 



(World Cup). Italy; Dun- 
hill Cup golf, St. 
Andrews, Europeatijr h 
wonic’n's weiglillifting. 
Koine; Woild rythmic 
gymnastics, Paris; World 
women's ind fi li-ani 
squash. England; 

Women's world rowing, 
Giiernsc'y. 

Ot "I >», Asian Games, 
Hiroshima; Ounhill Cup 
goll, .St, Andrews; Euio- 
peaii jr. b women’s 
weightlifting. Rome, 
World rythmic 
gymnastics. Pans; Euio- 
pean Grand Prix motor¬ 
cycling, .letev (Spain); 
Women's world rowing, 
Guernsey. World 

womr-ii's ind. fr learn 
scpiash, England. 

Oi T in Asian Games, 
Hiroshima. World 

women's ind. fr team 
scpiash. England, 

Women’s world rowing, 
Guernsey 

lit ! ’ ! Asian Claims, 

Hiroshima. World 

women's ind. b ic'ain 
squash, England; 

Women's world rowing, 
Guernsey. 

OCT li. Asian Game's, 
Hiroshima, World Team 
Cup table tennis, Paris; 
World women's ind. fr 
team squash. England; 
Women's world rowing, 
tiuemsey ; World match- 
play golf, Wentworth; 
Var French Open golf. 
Prance 


OCT IJ: Asian flames, 
Hiroshima; World iiiaich- 
play golf, Wentworth, 
Var French Open golf, 
France; World Team Cup 
table tennis. Pans, World 
ind. fr team squash, 
England; Women's 
world rowing, Guernsey 
OC'i 14- Asian Games. 
Hiroshima, World match- 
play goll, Wentworth; 
Var French Open golf, 
France, World 'Team Cup 
table tennis. Pans, 
Women's world rowing, 
Guernsc'y. 



is Asian Games, 
Hiioshima; World maich- 
play golf, Weiilworih; 
Var Fic'iich Open golf, 
France; World 'Team Cup 
lable lennis. Pans 

CM I Asian Ciaiiies, 

Hiroshima; World rnaich 
play gcrlf, Weniwonli; 
Var French f)peri golf, 
France. World Team Cuji 
table tennis, Paiis; Argen- 
tian Grand Prix motcii 
racing, Buenos Aires. 
OCT 17 Omega Gold 
Cup yachting match race 
champ, Bermuda. 

OCT IB Omega Gold 
Cup yachting match race 
champ, Bermuda. 










FORTNIGHT 


EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 

StM.Ct'H 

Wednesday 5 Futbol Miindial at 9. iO pm and 10 am 

Friday 7; Asian Football Show at 5.30 pin 

Saturday 8: Asian Football Show at II 30 pin, 5.3(laiiiand 

7.30 am. European Soccer Show at 2.30 pm 

Sunday 9. European Soccer Showal 10.30 pm and 6.30 am 

Tuesday 11' Futbol Mondial at 4 pm 

Wednesday 12: Futbol Mondial at 10.50 and 9 am 

Friday 14; Asian Football Show at 3.30 pm 

Saturday 15: Asian Football Show at I I 30 pm and 8 am. 

European Soccer Show at 4.30 pm 

Sunday 16- European StHcer Show at 10.30 pm and 7 am 

Tuesday 18: FuiIkiI Mundialat 4 pm 

WWF, 

Friday 7; Wrestling Spotlight at 2,30 pm 

Saturday 8. Wrestling Spotlight at 10.50 pm and 6.30 am. 

Wrestling Mania at 5.50 am 

Sunday 9 Wrestling Mania at 11.30 pm and S 50 am 
Friday 14- Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm 
Saltnday IS. Wrestling Spotlight at 10.50 pm and 7 am Mama 
at S 30 pm 

Sunday 16-Wiestlitig Mania at 11.30 pm and 8 am 


Watch England's Nick Faldo in actHHi against tbt USA in the Dunliiil 
CapatStAndintws 

EUROPEAN INDOOR CHAMPIONSIIIPTENNIS Tune 
in to Prime Sports lor the US$7S,(>00 1994 F.urtipean Indoor 
Tennis Championships Iroin Zurich, Swit/erland This 
women's indoor tennis event last year saw Manuela 
Maleeva—Fragniere deleal Martina Navratilova 6-3, 7-6 
(7-1). Manulea dominated Martina in the first set beating her 
in 40 minutes. Maleeva trailed 6-S in the second but Martina 
hit a volley into the net to set up the tie-breaker and was 
unable to recover from an unforced error at 1-3. Coverage of 
the semi-finals and finals takes plat eon October 14 and 13 at 
6 30 pin. 


•At I Kf O DltNHII.i <t!P<<01f This international 
tournament was initially played with 16 three-man teams 
playing under medal match play rules, now under the new 
system the 16 teams are divided into groups ol four. Teams in 
each group play each olhei over the lirsi three days ol the 
event with the leading teams going to the 18-holc-s semi-finals 
and the winners meeting in the finals. 

Fast yeai, it was the USA and England who met in the finals 
with Mark Janies beating Payne Stewart. Fred Coupleslieating 
Nick Faldo and John Daly beating Peter Baker giving the USA a 
2-1 VK tory. The USA look home a total ol C300.000. Join 
Prune Sports for live touranment coverage beginning with day 
one on Thursday, Odober 6 at S- 50 pm. 

FORMULA ONl'WORJ D t U A MPIONSHIPS 1994. rhe 
Grand Prix event continues this vs-eekend with the 14tfi round 
of the 16-leg series, taking place in Spain. Join Prime Sports' 
in-studio hosts .lonathan Green and Matthew Marsh for more 
live Hack action on Sunday, October 16th at 6 p. m, Also live 
coverage of the f-uropean Motorcycle (iraiid Prix from 
Catalunya on Sunday (Ocl.9) at 4 pm. 






A t times we do dedicate this 
page to something more 
serious than the price of 
potatoes and oranges in Sri Lanka. 

With a large Indian squad currently 
struggling to avoid humiliation at the 
Hiroshima Asiad, it's time to get a little 
serious here. Moreover, since the 
doping debate has hit the headlines 
again, thanks to those Amazonian 
Chinese swimmers, maybe we ought 
t<j take a look at the drug scenario in 
Indian sport. 

A former national champion (many 
times over) tells of a mysterious story 
of a zamadarin the Indian training 
camp prior to the 1982 Delhi Asiad. 
After the sports |»eople had moved out 
and their quarters were being 
spring-cleaned, the zamadar found 
dozens of used syringes, empty 
injeciion capsules and discarded 
tablets in the rooms. 

India went on to bag a phenomenal 
57 medals (including 13 golds) in the 
Games and many eyewitnesses will 
confirm how farcical—and 


practically non-existent—the doping 
tests were at those Games, especially 
when it had to do with an Indian 
sportsperson. 

Four years later, at Seoul with 
sophisticated drug tests, India's medal 
tally was reduced to 37 with only 5 
golds, four of which were won by that 
wonderfully gifted lady known as the 
Payoli Express. 

In Beijing four years later, with 
Usha a shadow of her past self and 
with even striaer doping controls, our 
kabaddi team were responsible for the 
lone chanting of the 'Jana gana mana' 
during the Games. 

Nevertheless, it would be unfair to 
logically conclude from this that 
doping is rampant in Indian sport. 
Many a cynic would point out that our 
sportspeople (and their coaches) are 
scientifically too backward to even 
indulge in high-tech performance 
enhancing. Quite so. 

Yet, every sports person in the 
world must use drugs. They have to. 


That doesn't necessanly make them 
illegal'. It is only when an athlete 
takes drugs that are on the banned 
lists, that he/she becomes a 'cheat'. 

But in the Indian context, it would not 
be wrong to assume that many of our 
sportspersons don't even know which 
substances are banned and which are 
not. 

In faa, it is surprising how this 
ignorance has not led to many Indians 
failing drug tests. There have been 
exceptions, of course, like 
weight-lifter Subroto Mondal at the 
la.st Commonwealth Games in 
Auckland, iHiwerliftcr Sumita Laha 
and another inconsequential 
weightlifter at the '86 Seoul Asiad. 

Funnily enough, there has always 
been a strange trend in Indian spt)rt — 
especially athletics. Whether it is 
drug-related or not we can't tell. 

While meeting qualifying standards, 
some individuals seem to excel 
beyond their limitations. Yet when 
these same people participate in the 
international meet that follows they 
fail miserably. In some cases if the 
individuals repeated their qualifying 
performances, a gold medal would 
have been their's for the taking. But 
that rarely happens. 

Maybe it all has to do with our 
'getting there' syndrome. For our 
sports people, making it to an Asian 
Games or some such event, is the 
ultimate goal, lor which they would 
do anything. Once there, performing 
becomes secondary. And with 
drug control as it is in India, who is 
going to catch you if you risk 'pepping' 
yourself up to gain access to a foreign 
jaunt. Once you've made it to the 
squad, determination and 
performance (and 'artificial help' 
too) go out of the door. 

And if you think I'm talking 
t.‘ ;rough my hat and jumping to 
conclusions, then ask Usha's former 
coach O.N. Nambiar and he'll tell you 
of how the most frequented place 
during a training camp, prior to any 
trials at the J.N. Stadium in Delhi, is 
not the chaa shop or the snack bar 
within the premises, but the chemist 
shop nearby. • 

AndyCTBilHi 
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Power packed low smoke new Castrol JETTX (Japanese Engine 
Technology Two-stroke oil for Xcellent performance) for instant take offs. 
Especially formulated for today's compact, high speed, high performance, 
high tech Japanese engine motorcycles and scooters. 

New Castrol JETTX contains 3 unique components: 

POWER X : A synthetic base for clean, smokeless burn . No 
carbon deposits. Therefore, more power . 

CASTROLUBE 90: For better lubricity even under gruelling 
conditions. 

TRIPLE ADDITIVE SYSTEM: Reduces friction, wear & tear. 
Enhances engine cleanliness. Ensures superior engine protection , 
longer engine life and smooth, trouble-free performance . 

So go ahead. Zap other riders. Get off to a flying start with 
Castrol JETTX. And leave the rest way behind. 

Aquamarln* blu« Castrol JETTX Is avalltbla In exclusive silver packs of 1 litre, 
500 ml snb 230 ml st leading Auto Accessory shops. 

Specially recommended for Yamaha, Kawasaki, Suzuki, Kinetic Honda, Rajdoot, 
Yezdl, Ba|e) and Vespa two-wheelers. 



Castrol 



POWER PACKED LOW SMOKE 
OENUINE 2 STROKE OIL 
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SHOW 

GIRLS! 


BYANDYO'BRIEN 


R EMF.MBIiR the time 

women's tennis was infest¬ 
ed by harsh Imtking women 
whose body structure and 
looks could match the men sinew for 
sinew? Gabriela Sabatini, at 24, a vete¬ 
ran tm the tour now, recalls those days 
saying it was dangerous for young 
girls who were new on the tour to 
undress openly in the ladies locker 
room. Sabatini admitted she made it a 
point to do her changing in a cubicle. 

Women's tennis has come a long 
way since Billy Jean King was taken 
to a)urt—and it wasn't the tennis 
court—by her former lesbian lover. 

Today the girls—for there are hard¬ 
ly any women on the tour—arc said to 
be far more feminine, with habits and . 



While Graf talks about reti¬ 
rement and layoffs, and 
Martina bids goodbye, 
two of the game's biggest 
stars, Monica Seles and 
Jennifer Capriati, prolong 
their absence from the 
scene. Both proclaim love 
for the game but neither 
seem to be in any hurry to 
return: to the game that 
desperately requires them 



hobbies that suit their gender. This is 
ironic since the women's game too has 
acquired so much of power-play that 
one would expect steroid-injected 
Amazonians rather than potential 
models to be slamming bails all 
around the coun. Yet, this is not the 
case. Ted Tingling would have been 
quite impressed by the potential some 
of the girls today have as future 
models. 

If Tingling were alive, he would also 
have been mighty pleased with Mary 
Pierce for reintnxlucing the dress to 
ladies tennis, not to mention the fancy 
pants the ladies tend to wear on court 
nowadays. 

Bui all these frills aside, is the 
women's game really lottking up? On 
the surface, it would seem so, with 
Steffi Graf's dominance being chal¬ 
lenged only by that stocky Spaniard 
Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario. ComiHHi- 
tion, they say, adds to the glamour. 
And with Conchita Martinez and 
Martina Navratilova chipping in with a 
performance or two, the women's 
game, it would seem, is interestingly 
'tijxrn'. 

With Monica Seles still rendered 
hart, de combat it seemed Steffi would 
do a 1988 this year sweeping ail the 
grand slams. And, in the beginning, it 
seemed all but destined after she rattl¬ 
ed off five straight tournament victor¬ 
ies (including the Australian Open), 
dropping just one set (to Zvereva at 
the Uptons) in the prtKess. 

A loss to Sanchez followed at Ham¬ 
burg but it seemed more like a minor 
hiccup rather than a loss of form. The 
straight set loss to Pierce in the semi¬ 
finals of the French Open began to 
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plant the seeds of doubt over the Frau 
tein 's fitness "After foil r or five 
months when she had lieen perfect, 
dhnost now she's like human a(;ain, ’ 
Pam Shriver was to say af'er Steffi 
iK’tamethi first defending Wimble 
don ihainpion to heiome a casualty m 
the first lound I hat straight set ham 
menng by 1 on MtNeil was also her 
first back to back loss in decades 

A tonsolalion win over Sanche? 
Viiario at San Diego was followed by 
two final losses to the No 2 ranked Spa 
niard at the Canadian Open and the 
U S Open 

Not only was Steffi now talking 
about a break from the game, but she 
was also quoted as sfieakiiig about life 
after reiiremeni Suddenly, in a year 
that was prediiled to lielong to Steffi, 
the first three grand slam's spoils were 
shared by three diflereni individuals 
Women's tennis now seemed wide 
open Well, at least, till Sanehe? 
Viiario slammed the door on it. taking 
her second grand slam of the year, 
which immediately followed two 
other tournament vidoiies over Graf 
With a hat-tnek of wins over Giaf, and 
a win at 1 okyo following the U S 
Open, It was being said that the tom 
puter had the wrong person as the 
numern tinoof women's tennis 

The nvali y at the top had a support - 
mg cast too Mary Pierce, despite the 
instability in her family life, Martina 



“Se{es may stay away fore¬ 
ver. And here, I am told, is 
why: Seles and her family 
are convinced that if she 
returns to tennis and 
public life, someone else 
will try and kill her," 

—Mike Lupica 


Navratilova, in spite of the fact that this 
was her 'farewell tour, and Conchita 
Martinez, despite her apparent over 
dependence on the back court game, 
have all chipped in to add variety And 
vancty is after all the spice of life 

At present. Marline? has in her 
pixrket four titles including the Italian 
Opem and, of course, Wimbledon Pier 
ce, supplanting Jennifer Capnati as 
the tour's hottest property, hasn't 
quite matched her billing, but is 
always a threat as she proved in the 
French Open 


Bi— l MShMl i t iii i ik<wUSO|wa t» plq r 
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Today the girfs - for there 
are hardfy any women on 
the tourare said to be far 
more feminine, with 
habits and hobbies that 
suit their gender. This is 
tronicai since the 
women’s game too has 
acquired so much of 
power pfay that one would 
expect steroid-mlected 
Ama2onfaiis rather than 
potential models to be 
slamming balls all around 
l»'e court 



Maiy I’wica wWi bar glamour aad talont 
has tahaa JaaaHar C^riaU't glace on the 
woman'ttoar 













Gabriela Sabatinr despite changing 
coaches frequently, her game has not 
scaled any new heights 


And what of Gabriela Sabatini wfio 
they say has lost the will to win. They 
also say she's changed more ataches 
lately than she's won matches. Two 
si'mi-final losses to Sanchez-Vicario at 
the Australian and US Open have 
been the highlights of this year for her 
so far. 

Even two final appearances (Ante 
lia Island and Strasbourg) failed to 
break Sabatini's victory drought. 

Renowned tennis writer Robin 
Finn summed it up well when he 
wrote recently, 'Sabatini may be able 
to market three perfumes simulta¬ 
neously, but for the last two years the¬ 
re's been nothing fragrant about her 
tennis game.' 

Which brings us to the question of 
whether the women's tour is in dan¬ 
ger of losing all the fragrance it manag¬ 
ed to bottle up over the last few yeare? 

Ever since Sports Illustrated ran 
their controversial July cover story, 

'Is Tennis Dying?' the entire tennis 
world has been shaken out of their 
arrogant slumber. 

Rule changes, off-court innova¬ 
tions and world wide debate have 
exposed how male chauvinistic the 
sport can be. Women's tennis seems to 
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Otebtfr* —hwttoStettGtctf . 

. l^piM —losttoBlcndti$dM]^|n'ipr$.%-f!ii i’ 

7-6,6-J 

HHtonMead ~1 or«oM ary never fnqtrs6-4« 2-^ 

AMcilallBljmd —^beatt3l3biic^ialKttinfiBfii^ 

6- 4' ' ‘ ' 
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WwM ambw Iwa Conchita Martilwi at a 
fasirioa hoolMiMe teng this year'* US Open 

have been forgotten in all the hulla¬ 
baloo. Robin Finn describes the stale 
of women's tennis today as "convo¬ 
luted, star-crossed, and mildly hysteri¬ 
cal." And yet all these may just Ik* tem¬ 
porary camouflages for the women's 
game which also has its immediate 
shortcomings. 

While Graf talks alMiut retirement 
and lay-offs and Martina bidsgottd- 
bye, two of the game's biggest stars, 
Monica Seles and .Jennifer Capriati 
prolong their absence from the scene. 
Botfi proclaim their U)ve for the game 
but neither seems to be in any hurry to 
return: to the game that desfieraiely 
requires (hem. 

Mike Lupica, writing in the Septem¬ 
ber issue of Tennis magazine, predicts 
that Seles may "stay away forever. 

And here, I am told, is why; Seles and 
her family are convinced, that il she 
returns to tennis and public life, some ■ 
one else will try and kill her." 

Lupica gtK's on to add, "PeoplelcMik 


"Sabatini may be able to 
market three perfumes 
simuitaneousiy, but for the 
last two years, there's 
been nothing fragrant 
about her tennis game,”— 
Robert Finn, renowned ten¬ 
nis writer 


at women's tennis and say il is dying 
and Seles is one who could change 
that, give women's tennis at least one 
compelling figure; be a Pete Sampras 
for tier side of tfie sport. ’ 

The comparison with the men's 
game is curious indeed (not funny) 
since it is now joked that the only gla¬ 
mour or interest in the men's game is 
limited to one bearded Yo-Yo who 
reieiitly w<in the US Open and his 
chdrmiiigly wontierful girlfriend. # 
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Delight your beioved with your intellectual 
streak 

Astound friends with infotainment at your 
fingertips 

Shock your parents by pretending to read 
a txKik. 

Read il any which way you can (start in the 
middle if you like). 

l\dug the records (great reference for 
exams). 

Be the centre of attraction at parties with 
your infostock. 

Space is running out. For 8000 more 
reasons, read the book. 
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OUBSPDubs 

Available at leading bookstores. 

Hardoover edilicn: Rs. 185 only. 
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SEKVO'S SHOES 
SNOGUI Fllisr lEUN 

10 VKtt 400 HAIS. 


Wloi yti itvtlip totp 4n ilffornt libricMti iii iPtatM, tfeara't pptciMt llttlt 
cpapttKapt cu la <aicapt, Bafla, tala tialp lata aft ta mvOi). Taiai, aaa aat at aiapf 
t«a vallciaa ia lalla paaa aa MKKVO. la fact, tMKVO** aapapiap taalaalaii laaa mi 
laiaai ■atapcieiat, acaatapt, capa. >M*f Imp*> tpiala, lataa aal tpactapt. ^^Wlat 
paaa lata laap cap la actaaHi tia laipleatfai (area laWal tia mpM'a lappaat paU aatwapl. TIa 
ipaii tiat Uvaa aaiapa pamp ta laip IHai^j^alsa la^a taila'a lataat wai taMa tiMthw 
llt.^mMMVO viptaallf aavat tla^v ; \^«laai8 at laliaa MaatPi. Wtl acap 4M mtapaat 
ipaiaa af lelpicaits ail ipaaaaa aM I.IM patrai atatlait acpata tia cantpi, m'ta caaa 
a laap wai. lafapa taaalap tIalP lata lata tia Piap. aap aaNli-appifai fptaala Ian a iittia Mt 
at eatallii-ip ta la. Caapatm cHtaaa latap. 
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GUEST COLUMN 


SIZZLING 

SUMMER 


England captain MIKE 
ATHERTON looks back on 
a turbulent season 


HHOFfSSIONAt si>om 



Devon Malcolm; 
England's hero 



I; end ol another 
doinesiic season has been heralded hy 
the selection ol the tourinf{ 
parties for Aiisiialia and 
India. Cri( keters now know their 
winter fate, and those on a knife-edge 
cati either relax or start searching for 
winter activity. 

The hlue-rihand cornpetiiiori. the 
County Championship, has been 
won. Since 1 last wrote, the l-ngland 
teatn and myself have been through 
some turbulent times. The final 
memory ol the ititernauonal summer, 
however, is a positive one, and that 
augurs well f<n the winter months 
ah<-ad 

The much heralded leturn of the 
South Aliicdtis loTest cricket in 
Fngland was marked by a stirring 
(Oiliest. So prolessionally did South 
Alrica play at l.oid's that one scarcely 
would have known that they had 
been away for so long. The hallmarks 
ol their victory, Irom a cricket point of 
view, were solid hailing — especially 
by Keplei Wessels and the lowei 
middle older — and iinrelenling, even 
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grinding, bowling and fielding. What 
a pleasure il was lo see Mike Procter, 
who himself had been denied so much 
Test cricket, en)oying bis charges' 
moment ol vuioty without a hint of 
bitterness 

After stich an overwhelming defeat. 
It was dillicult to see how hngland 



patrnmtMoM 

Cmiiict) sboM iia 


ilMl iMKidy 


cflfi^kmr— 


could bounce back The seeds ol 
victory at The Oval were sown at 
Headingley (iraham Thorpe returned 
to the lold as part ol a halting-order 
shake-uj), and duly proved to the 
selectors how wioiig we had been to 
leave him out earlier in the summer. 

In particular, he galvanised the 
scoring rale, by upselling the South 
African seamers' line to the 
right-handers Graeme Hick returned 
to form, scoring his first Test century 
at home. Indeed, the 'Worcester' 
factor of Hick along with Steven 
Rhodes will he an important one for us 
this winter. At Headingley, the 
Proieas' lower middle order dug iheii 
team out of trouble — but that Test 
match did show the vulnerability of 
lueir top order, in particular suspect 
techniques against the short ball. 
Darren Gough's end-of-inaicii spell 
from the Kirk-stall Lane end was a 
deliberate attempt lo shake things up 
before the next match at The Oval. 

During the third and final match ol 
the series, the Lngland team played 
what the chairman of selectors 






T!ie ^ 

orti:lieciniiigliuitf 



^fessionatiliit 
Afrits play at 
Lord's katana 
scaraely would bava 
known that they Imve 
been away for so iimg 


cli'sciil>c*() iis sonu- of I he most positive 
Test cricket lie hjtl evei seen, 
t'eriainly, lll•gmniM}> with the 
Frulay iiitthi ossaiili of Phillip 
DePreii.is <iiul Datren Cioiij’li and 
Imishmt; wiili the wiiimii)’ stroke, 
there w.is si >mc asiomshm}* c ricket. 
None more so, of course, than from 
Devon Malcolm, whoattamc'd hero 
status oveimuhi with his9for sy. He 
did bowl extremely fast —although 
not as fast as I have seen him bowl— 
fiiji he was also accurate*, sustained his 
pace, and he did gel the ball to 'hold 
up' Ironi the Vauxhal! end. 

Much ol the cricket, of course, was 
overshadowed by iiiy various 
meetings with KX referee Peter 
Burge. It is clear, Iroin 'Burge's Purge' 
this summer, that the authorities are 
sending out a message that lapses in 
discipline will not he tolerated. This is, 
of course, to be welcomed; everybody 
involved with cricket wants to see the 
ideals of the game upheld. Certainly 
there have been times in the past — in 
England's recent series against 
Pakistan and Australia, for example— 
when a more heavy-handed presence 
from the referee would have been 
welcomed. 

It is therefore a shame that the 
referee's presence has been fell in this 
year's series against West Indies and 
South Africa, ahhttugh the 

Kaphr WasMlc Solid tatting in Ita sarins 
agoinst England 


atmosphere and spirit between the 
teams has been excellent. Surely 
common sen.se rather than the 'little 
yellow book' (t he ICC (iode of 
Conduct) should be the overriding 
factor. And surely discipline is best 
served on the field by tliose age-old 
arbiters of cricket law— the timpires. 

I hope the referee will be redundant 
this winter, in the forthcoming Ashes 
contest. Hollowing on Irom our wins 
at The Oval and in the one-day series, 
the England side will travel with some 
confidence. It is a sipiad with a 
pleasant mixture ol yoiitfi and 
experience. There is plenty ol 


firepower in the howling department, 
and if we can recreate the positive 
mood (tf the last few weeks it should 
he a cracking series. 

Much of my optimism stems from 
the fact that I believe we have made 
real progress this summer. While the 
results have been reasonable, players 
such as Rhodes and Gough have come 
in and lK*en a real success. Ftir the 'A' 
tour of India the accent, quite rightly, 
is on youth: the need to play long 
innings, and the need to swing or spin 
the ball, should see an improvement 
in our younger players. 0 
wimicnchickhmonihi v 
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V 







ENCOUNTER 


WHO AM I? 

People are talking, and with good reason too, about Mahesh Bhupathi 


M 'EET mahesh bhupathi of 
ndja now curronily sen led in 
Muscat. 

^ Intros over, it's lime to start 
asking questions. 

Mahesh Bhu...? Who the hell is this kid ■’ 

It is quite possible that the most ardent fan 
of Indian tennis did not really know Bhupathi 
from Adam on the eve of India's Davis Cup tic 
against South Africa. Tennis achievements 
apart, the only upset (hat Bhupathi caused in 
that lie was when he usurped Zeeshan Ali's 
place in the Indian Davis Cup squad, and that 
too without even being tried and tested! 

Apart from this little coi//>, the 20-year-old 
Bhupathi has been pretty selective about 
Indian 

tennis, while at the same time trying to 
perform in a fairly limited way on the 
international circuit One thing's for sure 
though, most ol Bhupathi's wins have been 
while playing doubles (see box) so this in turn 
means that he must have really impressed 
Davis Cup captain Jaideep Mukliei^ea, who 
opted for him in (ilace of Zeeshan Ali. 

This is as updated as info as one can get 
while trying to limit ourselves to Bhupathi's 
most current achievement. 

li, on the othei hand, one were to get down 
to hard-core tennis specific s, then suffice to 
say that the lad comes from good tennis stock. 
His father, G.K. Bhupathi hails from Madras 
and during his days (he used to be ranked No. 
6 III India) managed to give the Krishnans, the 
Mukherjeas and the balls a good run for their 
money. But (he cons of being the No. I rankc'd 
tennis player in the country far outweighs the 
pros (as Zeeshan Ali will testify in retrospect) 
so imagine if you'ic ranked at No 6! 

Bhupathi Snr. obviously did not waste 
inuch time reflecting on such demoralising 
thoughts. As his son acknowledges, "Dad 
started devoting a lot moie lime to his work 
and his job soon saw him being transferred to 
Dubai, and on to Abu Dhabi and linally to 
Muscat, where we have been ever since " 
While most well-settled prolessionals will 



16 




MAHESH 
BHUPATHI’S 
CAREER FILE 


1992: Wimbledon Juniors Doubles 
flnalist with Nitin Kii;tane 
1993; Master's Singles Finalist, ITF 
China satellite 
1993: Won Doubles with G. 

Natekar, ITF China satellite 
1993: Won Doubles with Jeff 

Belloli, Masters Malaysia II 
satellite 

1994: A warded Rookie of the year 
Ncaa College Division I 
(Tennis) 

1994: Won Doubles ITF China 

satellite with Gaurav Natekar 
1994: Won Doubles Malaysia 

satellite with Gaurav Natekar 
1994: Finished 2nd in singles, the 
Malaysian satellite 



testify that the Gulf can he a bit of a drag, 
Mahesh Rhiipathi — who was growing up 
then — was lucky in a sense: he had access to 
the best of everything in Icrnis of pure 
facilities. "Getting inducted into a tennis 
prt)granirne there was pretty smooth. The 
facilities were g<K)d, no shortage of courts or 
gyms, tit» shortage of anything except," In 
paused. "Except that there was no one to 
really practise with." But then again, that 
itself did not pose to be much of a problem. 
Bhupathi Snr. made sure that his s m made 
those quick recces into Bombay wliere he 
played in Junior ITF tournaments. 

Today if Bhupathi has caused a minor ripple 
among the tennis tognosrenli in India, it is 

thanks mainly to his two final appearames in 
the 199 J China Satellite and the 1994 
Malaysian Satellite (seebox) and nothing 
more. It will be prudent to remernlKT that 


most of us have not seen him play yet and 
even though his credentials appear to Ik* 
promising, they are not promising enough to 
help him cement a place for himself in the 
Indian Davis Cup team...yet. 

So how come he found himself being 
inducted as a member of the Davis Cup team? 
Bhupathi, while trying to be as basic as a 
20-ycar-old can get, confessed, "1 was playing 
some pretty sharp tennis, so Jaideep Sir felt 
that 1 was good enough to be a member of the 
team. Also, my results in the Malaysian 
Satellite helped my cause a bit." The results in 
Malaysia were a catalyst sure, but rumour has 
it that a lot of it was allegedly due to the 
untiring eflorts of Bhupathi Snr. who 
according to most observers seems to be a eery 
pushy father. Taking nothing away from 
Bhupathi, it must be said that though he has 
become a part of the Davis Cup squad, it has 
been at the cost of Zeeshan Ali and since the 
reason f(»r that omission prtJbably extended to 
matters beyond tennis, the onus will now be 
on Bhupathi to perform...or else. 

Having said all that, it must also be 
acknowledged that the prognosis for 
Bhupathi by all accounts should be pretty 
good. He is beginning to realise his ambitions' 
at a fairly young age and like most newcomers 
he tells you confidently that he can handle 
pressure and all the usual crap. 

What Bhupathi should be currently trying 
to rectify is his singles and doubles ranking 
which stands at 460 and J80 respectively. He 
is also trying to complete his studies and tells 
you that, "I'm going back for one more 
semester." And as soopas that is over, he is 
going to try and make a career out of tennis. In 
this respect, his first assignment will be to 
head for the Wimbledon qualifiers for which 
he needs another 25 points in order to be 
eligible. As soon as that assignment is out of 
the way, the Bhupathis are planning to come 
back to India and aiming to settle down in 
Bangalore. 

Once he is no longer the 'imported kid', 
Mahesh Bhupathi will then iiy and fim' tune 
himself into the Indian tennis system and his 
first job as he says (and they all say it) "will be 
to try and look out for sponsors. In this 
respea, becoming a part of the Davis Cup 
squad has helped me a bit." 

And finally, one has only got to sit back and 
check-up on Bhupathi's longevity plans. For 
that is the only true indicator to show us 
whether he's in it for keeps...or whelhei he's 
just passing through. 

Robin Chatterjee. Jaipur 
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4 If Gavaskar was The 
• Little Master', who 
was 'The Master'? 


5 Which pair of 

. umpires were dubbed 
'Laurel and Hardy'? 


QUESTIONS 


1 Which English 
. bowler never 
bowled a no ball in his 
career? 


2 Sachin Tendulkar 
* was the second 
youngest player to score a 
Test century. Who was the 
youngest? 
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what is a trimmer? 


6 Which Aussie 
• cricketer stirred up a 
controversy by using an 
aluminium cricket bat? 

7 Which cricketer's 
• wife wrote 'Cricket 
XXXX Cricket? 

8 Who was the first 
• cricketer to hit a 
century against all 17 
count i«» he played 
against? 

Aasi(mrtoQ.lla.5 




9 Who is believed to 
• have invented the 
'reverse sweep' shot in 
cricket? 

Who has the 
. highest amount 
of Test wickets among 
left-handers? 


CARTOONS ARTHUR CAHOO/0 
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Who was the first 
> batsman to wear a 
helmet in a Test match? 


I Who was the first 
L , and only Asian to 
score a hundred first-class 
centuries? 

I 'J Who was bom 
J • Cuthbert Gordan 
Lavine.By what name is 
he more famous? 





Aanmrtaailo.3 


ANSWERS 


1. Maurice Tate. 

2. Mushtaq Mohammad of Pakistan. 

3. A ban whidi dips off the bails without 
' disturbing the stumps. 

4. Jade Hobbs. 

9. S. Ramaswamy and Swaroop Kishen. 

4. Dennis mice. 

7. Frances Edmonds, wife of Phil Edmonds. 
•. Glenn Turner. 

9. Mushtaq Mohaiiunad 

10. Derek Underwood 

11. Graham Yallop. 

12. Zaheer Abbas 

13. Gordon Greenidge 











EXdUSIVE INTERVIEW WITH WASIM AKRAM 

MAXIMUM 

OVERDRIVE! 

The Pakistani pace bowler spoke on a host of topics to 
Robin Chattetjee in Colombo recently 



'exploded' onto the international 
cricketing scene. Everybody remembers 
Wasim Akram as a tall and gangly kid 
who could bowl a bit. Today you're a 
veteran at 28, and you're aim the highest 
wlcket'taker in the world in one-day 
Internationals. Have you stopped to 
analyse your growth? And where do you 
go from here? 

Wickets. My aim is to get as many wickets as 1 
can. I’m bowling quite well The main ciiteria 
here is confidence and I am quite confident 
right now, as far as my bowling is concerned. 
The next three-four years is the time that I've 
^ven myself to carry on bowling at ray peak. 
I'm going to bowl the same way. I'm feeUng 
good and my fitness is at the maximum Ihave 
managed to acquire a lot of experience over 
the years and 1 know how to get my vddeets. I 
also want to keep my pace up. 1 don^t want to 
think that 1 am getting slow. 1 want to try hard 
in every game thatiplay. 

UkeKaikU? 

Ka^'soutswlng has gcmedldf....a bfradonlt 
imowmaybehwiB tutw; backona bettCT 
wideet, I jtist wimt to get asmany wkdtea Over 
the nmtt five veats. 


when we talk about the best bowler in 
any conditon, we generally refer to you 
as the best in the business. It's not any 
form of flattery but Wasim Akram does 
carry a lot of responsibility on his 
shoulders... 

Yeah Ifhink that over the last two years, I 
myself have started to feel responsible in a 
sense that 1 have to perform better and better 
all the time. I have learnt how to perform 
imder pressure and I have also learnt how to 
take pressure. 1 think that I have learnt this 
from Imran and laved. They handled pressure 
and also seemed to enjoy it I too am enjoying 
it now while playing, and the team has staned 
to look up to me. 1 perform better and I ei^oy 
experiencing that sort of feeling in roe. 

Along with your growth as a erkketer, 
you have also grown eonsldnaUy as an 
IndividuaL Right? 

Yes. I've been travelling constantly all over 
the world. I have been meeting a lot of peoi^c. 
People who have made an impression on me 
atid have helped change my personality, f've 
also managed to learn a lot after my marriage. 
My wik (Huma) is very educated and as you 
Uve with people you learaa lot of things from 
th«m. 

You also learn a lot by living and imer-acUng 
with general people 

lliave started moidogaroundwitha totaBy 
(Bflerent crowd, pecqde who are older dun 


■■ 

JttStlMGMMriR 

awtyfrontiw 

HNHMtbatliMnfe 

toteHiiAMt 

•vwytliiiiglww. 

Theran^ 

■mvriltoaiaMriii 

cridMwiiicii 

saysiiittyoii’ra 

IIOtS^ipfMtP 

•XpOM 

■hmvIUm imf 

bsctimysBriwii 

itovfrr 
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tenaaiiMMeliis 
why I've 4oeiM 
ivaiiyDNiiily 
mfcrttHtfM 
ftrnitmBk ihmU’M 
fanportnN ti i^fsy 
citciwt comi^iHiiy 
ilMU fy 

wMl 


pnMh wkf 


me (above 3S) aotf very educated. So yo 

tee. it 4l9e$ matter wlmt you mixaiound with 
sopfiisf^cated atnd educated people. It does 
nuke an intptetticut on you. 

VmiVe ied*yefY blgh-prolile life nnd 
alowly graduated Into living in a 
ao|ildstlaited toctety. But there is aiwayt 
the general belief that fast bowlers—If 
they are good looking—are very 
dfeiNmalrand ««jet>setters inanunner 
of speaking. People want to identify 
with them. Right now. how popular do 
you think you are? 

Your popul^ty is directly related to your 
performance. And that, 1 think, a{H>Hcs to any 
^port. Recently, the whole team has done weH 
in Sil Lanka. Waqar has bowled well. 1 have 
bowled well. So I think that we became very 
pcfnilar there. 1 think that these thin|^ come 
inphascs- 

In Valdstan, we became heroes after we bad 
won the World Cup. I was one of those who 
perftMmed well in the ftnai Your performance 
depends a lot, as well as your attitude towards 


h a m Iri gi ll hr Bair 


peojde. You know how raharaBc: > 

pet^. yira doa‘( luwe fo iu rude to llteift. 
Sontotitnes you <fo get fmstrated b w duftltq[ 
those occa$ions you have got to be pcdlteand 
understanding. You have to smile at theni. 
even if you're doing it artiftdally, then peofde 
Stan to look up to you. 

If you were to name one crldketo’who 
has had a positive influence on you, who 
woidditlw? 

I think it would be Imran, Javed Miandad and 
also Mudassar Nazar. I learnt a lot from 
'Moody' (Mudassar) and Imran and Javed on 
the field. Javed was a great cridteter and he 
also had a lot of cricketing knowledge and he 
used to teach me everytime while batting, 
while bowling while fielding. He would take 
haU an hour to explain toe smallest of things. 
And 1 like asking pec^lc. 

Recendy, I was with Makolm Marshall 
who is our Lancatoire coach. We were playing 
a game against Somerset and I adced Maiccdm 
how to bowl the inswinger. My outswing was 
doing great but theiruwingerwasnotitotning. 
He instructed me on my grip and ahhoi^ I 
knew It, you become more conscious when 
you ask someone about ft. And fgH IS 






Mtfe Nim wto II ■ (wofeMiM 

pe«iii«t taAtliiM ht M> life «Nl 

.vimt 

Mck«is in that game. 

Hut bowlers are considered to be a v«ry 
digressive species, yet ofl’-<the*fleki yon 
seem to have a childlike mentality? 

I am quite aggressive on the field, I think. 
Petrie say that I take out all my anger on the 
field.Off it, Idon'iget angry at all. 1 guess the 
best thing is to take your anger out on the field. 

But which is the real 'you'? 

It depends. When 1 go out on the field I switch 
on. But when I'm back to the hotel 1 relax, 
learn to unwind, be nice to people and talk to 
them. I can do that quite easily. Maybe, that's 
the reason why I’m so successful in a sense. I 
believe that if you have to be bad, then doit on 
the field. 

With the amount of cricket that you're 
playing, aren't you scared of the fact that 
you might.... 

Burnout? (Akraml 
Yes! 

Yes, 1 am scared which is why I've decided 
to play county cricket till 1996. After that, 
that's it for me. By that time. I’ll be 30. And if 1 
can look after myself during that period when 
I'm not playing then fine. But 1 thiidc that It's 
imponaiu to play cricket constantly, then you 
don't lose touch with the game: which is 
probably why Waqar and me are condsient. 

But you also get tired after sometime and 
I'm definitely quite tired. Which is why I'll 
give it a couple of more years and take six 
months off during which I'D do light training 
in Pakistan. I think you have to plan your 
career according to the situation and your age. 

I knbw that you ttve • lot in Bniiaiid. But 
h dw Itfe of Waslm Akram In Pakfstan a 
Iffe of constant pressure? 

It doesget tiring someUmes. Ibe press hi 
Pakistan are not the most unctezsUnding 
which is why 1 don't tead rite pa^ts ritere msd 
in^fingland. I don't mind if I am criticised for. 
dtring badly and that is the kind if critidsm 
thatyou can accept, iriiink that that’s the way. 
tt riionld be. Yes, Irie dpes {tettlring^i!^ 
yob're cottstaiiriy tte focvtS of attmtlcai' i^t 

relax a lot now, instead of going mtt wfthnav 
&ie|ri(h nig^ and havh^late r^bls 

withmri any reasqh. All I would du hait there. 




Imran probably 
shoulffhave 
thanked us (in his 
speech after the 
19»WoridCup) 
but he didn't In 
the dressing room 
be did take time 
offfor.eachof us 
individually. And I 
have never seen 
him so happy 


You said that Imran and Javed were your 
idob. Aren't you sad at the way things 
have been going for the both of them? 

Yes, and it makes me think that when 1 leave 
cricket. I'm goingto slop h then aptl there. It's 
easy to say all this now when you're still 
playing, but at some-point or the other you 
have to say that t^ay 1 love cricket but when I 
retire from «that's the end. It's over. 

If I'm in the team, 1 will l»e playing. But just 
because I'm away from the game, it does not 
mean that 1 have to talk about everything 1 
saw There is this unwritten law in c ricket 
which says that you’re not supposed to talk 
about things that happen off the field or on 
the field. You're not supposed to expose 
everything just because your turn is over I 
personally don't agree with this 

When you guys won the World Cup, 







weren't you sad at the fact that Imran 
chose to talk abuut his hospital in the 
victmy speech rather than thank hts 
boys? 

At that stage, nobody realised what Imran was 
talking about because everybody was too 
excited. But after that, when we came back to 
Pakistan and read about it in the papers we 
realised that Imran had actually said all that. 

I would say that he said all that in the heat of • 
the moment when he was loo excited. He 
probably should have thanked us, but he 
didn't in his sjieerli. In the dressing room, he 
did take time off for each of us individually 
And I have never seen him so happy 

Today when you look back at your 
career, are you surprised at how it has 
shaped up, or did you get too much at a 
very young age? 

I think I've worked hard for everything 
When 1 first came, my ami was just to be in the 
eleven and perform and to do that, > ou have 
to work very very hard J think you cannot 
perform tonsisienily by'noi working iiard top 
sjumsmen all do this and that is their motive 

Today, you're a married man. You're also 
professional cricketer. Your schedule is 
packed. Do you pause to think that a 
better part of your life has passed you by 
and you've missed out on a whole lot of 
other things? 

Not always. I've always wanted to play cricket 
and 1 think that the rest I have got out ol liie 
has been through cricket I've been all over 
the woild I've met some veiy nit c people and 
I've made some vei y good friends. I'm 
enjoying my life very much 

Your marriage today has stabilised you? 

I think It has made me a very responsible 
person And I feel that if this responsibility 
starts from my family then it can also spread to 
tlie cricket pitch I'm more regular in my 
training, my wife helps me do that and she 
also joins me in the gym and that's even 
better. I think marriage has improved me in a 
way thai 1 have got my schedule nght all the 
tunc. 

There came a time in your life when you 
were captain of Pakistan. Today you're 
just a team man. But in spite of this you 
lead your own life. You're a loner. 

I'm glad I'm leading my own life now. When 

Akram sigiisls out instructions as captain 







you rt* on the field, you're with the learn I'm 
glad 1 m leading my life now because if you're 
constantly with the team you get fed up and 
It s belter for me to lead my own life What's 
more, r m enjoying it iticse days I don't feel 
lonely at all 

Has Wasim paid the price for fame? 
Tackled jealousy, criticism and 
everything else? 

I think so 1 don't have any complaints about 
my life or the way I've lived I think I've got 
the best out of it so far Whatever happened to 
me has been for my own good Right now I'm 
enioymg eveiything and I hope it continues 
that way 

Have things improved between you and 
the rest of your teammates? 

Ves I think lime was the biggest healer and 
eventually everything has become okay 
From my side at least 

You've learnt to forgive? 

Oh yes I've Icaint it a long time ago 

But have you forgotten? 

It was diHtcull but 1 thmk I have Right now 


Mm gait a f»w Uiw from Ms gum aad awmor tmraii 

the only thing tiiat maners to me is the 
aiuntry In Pakistan, I have become a more 
respeaed man after all this was over I think I 
handled it in a pretty mature way My wife 
was with me, my family and in-laws were 
with me 

You M?e, in the end ii'sthc country that you 
are playing foi II you don't play your country 
loses out, but more importantly you lose out 
as well 

We saw a rejuvenated Wasim Akram in 
New Zealand. You seemed prettv 
motivated? 

Yes and I was even bowling a whole lot more 1 
was all psyched up You see my wife ts a 
psychiatrist so 1 have sessions with her 

When you were down, with the 
captaincy controversy etc, did you wake 
up at night screaming, Tm so young. 
What did 1 do to deserve this*? 

In the beginning I did think that way, f told 
myself that I had worked so hard, performed 
so well I had given more than 100 per cent all 
the time But then I realised that such things 


i think time was 


and eventually 
everything has 
become okay 
(between mo nod 
the team). From 
my side, at least 
It was difficult to 
hirgetbiitithinki 
have 
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do happen to you to improve your attitude in 
general. Maybe I've learnt more. But I've 
forgotten and forgiven basically. 

Coining to the problem. In your own 
words what exactly happened? 

What exactly happened. It's a long story. 
Maybe it's better that I don't say anything 
since the whole matter is coming to cricket. 

Your hallmark as a bowler is your 
variety. How have you developed this? 

I've learnt a lot at nets. I take my nets very 
seriously. I've tried different actions, different 
grips. I now realise that my deliveries depend 
more on my wrist than my action. 1 don't have 
to go sideways to bowl an inswiogci ... I can 
just use my wrist, similarly for iny out.swinger. 

All this is self-taught? 

Yes, nobody taught me. I learnt the slow ball 
at nets. I learnt to Itowl aiound the wicket 1 
bowl to at least five batsmen at nets everyday. 
I also bowl a little left-arm spin. 

Has it been easy getting to the top? 

No, It Ivas been pretty dtfhcult and my injuries 
haven't helped cither. Everytme says that I'm 
talented Okay, so maylre I am. But talent 
slays ior a"couple ol years, after that it's all 
tiard work Youi tenure at the top all depends 
on the sort of work that you put in. 

Most fast bowlers hate being hit by 
batsmen. Are you the same? 

O yes. I'm quite bad at tltat sort of stuff. I get 
really wild It happens at the heat ol the 
moment. This is because as I'm bowling I'm 
getting pumped up over after over. 

Is there a lot of competition between you 
and Waqar when you two bowl together? 
C<»mpeiiuon is there but we won the World 
Cup without Waqar and the Australasia Cap 
twice. Tlte thing is you have to go on bowling 
with or without yourparinei and that is what 
is important. 

Cricket has given you everything. Today, 
do you play for money? 

When 1 started off, I didn't do that. But today 
everyone plays for money. That's why I've 
been playing county cricket for so long and 
Masha Allah f'm doing quite well. 

After everything is over. I'm going to start 
doing my business and I am looking forward 
to that now. I'm going to what is best for me. 



Akran latfitistewrinifcBtg foJ iicBi aWUiawagic 


I've got a gtxKi job with PIA, so maybe when 1 
retire f'll go into marketing for PIA. 

What was your reaction after breaking 
the one-day record? 

It was no big deal. I was happy but there was 
no hangover. The hangover will start when 1 
break tficTcsi lecord. I'm just halfway there. 
Right now, I want that one-day letxird to l>e 
unbreakable, f'm still good enough for 100 
odd onc-dayers more, so I'm going to lake a 
lot of wi( kets. 

If you become captain again, will you 
change? 

f've learnt a lot now. But iff get the job again 
I'll be the same as far as punctuality and 
discipline is concenied. My principles will not 
change, come what may. 


Things have 
improved after my 
marriage. I'm 
more relaxed 
now. instead of 
going out wMi my 
Mends every 
night and having 
iato nights 
without any 
reason 
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PE RSONAL ITY 


ark Waugh will 
have to take off from 
the starting blocks 
if he is to fulfil the 
promise that had 
labelled him as the 'most 
talented contemporary 
Australian batsman'. 


ROBIN CHATTERJEE 
met him tn Colombo 
recently to find out 
whether the Aussie is 
all set to go 


IN 1991, the protagonist ol this piece 
was simply known as the twin brother 
of Steve Waugh. And then one fine 
day. Steve, who for all practical 
purposes, comes in as the 
best-supporting actor of this 
piece-walked in while the family was 
at dinner and with a face that was 
a mixture of sorrow and happiness, 
announced to his family (especially to 
Mark). "Congratulations. The team 
for the Test against England at 
Adelaide has just been announced. 
Mark, you're in ." 

"That'sgreat, "criedan elated 
Mark. "But who's out?" "Me," 
replied Steve. That was that. The 
entire family then sat down to dinner. 
The situation at the time was a 
tragic-comedy: Mr and Mrs Waugh 
(Steve and Mark's parents) did not 
know whether to feel happy for Mark 
or sorry lor Steve. 


PRADEEP MANDHANi 



S UCH instances in the game of 
cricket are few and far 
between But then strange 
things are associated with this 
game What wasn't strange, however, 
was the fact that Mark Waugh 
grabbed the opportunity with both 
hands and went on to score a century 
on debut. 

"ft was destiny," iie confessed. "But 
at the same lime, the c'entury cannot 
be termed as a fluke. I felt good and 
started middling the ball right from 
the beginning." 

2S 


ON YOUR 
MARK! 





Today, the fact that Mark Waugh 
f las become a more or less permanent 
fixture in the Aussie XI, cannot be 
attributed to fate any longer. Rather, 
his satisfactory performances on 
numerous occasions should be put 
forward as the reason. And so intense 
has been the battle for constantly 
trying to retain his place in the 
Australian team—a squad whose 
members neither ask for a quarter nor 
give one—that secretly and one might 
add rather subtly, both Mark and 
Steve Waugh have become 
professionals in this rat race. That they 
are not just brothers, but twins, is a 
reality that is only accepted at home. 

"As far as our being teammates is 
concerned, we do not share any 
special relationship. As members of 
the Australian cricket team we both 
give each other out due. 1 have a lot of 
respect for Steve as a fellow cricketei 
and an important member of the 
team, lie is my brother yes, but in the 
dressing rtKim, we are iKith 
teammates," says Mark analysing the 
problem in its proper perspedive. 

Over the three years that he has got 
to he a part of this team Mark, like his 
brother Stevt*has been through his 
share of trials and tribulations. He has 
come to at cept the fact that he is today 
one of Australia's most dependable 
cricketers and gradually has tried to 
make himself useful to the team not 
just as a specialist batsman, but like his 
elder twin (by a few minutes) as a 
useful all-rounder, who contributes 
significantly with his medium pace. 

Fame can be a fickle companion as 
Mark Waugh has found out. Till a 
couple ol years ago, his brother Steve 
had been a permanent fixture with 
the Australian side. But a scries ol bad 
performances led to him being axed 
and he had to claw his way back into 
the team all over again. He is now the 
vice-captain and was even in the 
running for the captaincy after 
Border. Being a meinlier of the 
Australian cricket team automatically 
means that you have to subject 
yourself to an exhausting work ethic, 

Maili Waugh's tenacity should saa bhn Ihra up 
to tha axpactations that hava boaa thrust on him 




thereby selling a very high standard 
for you t sell as a professional crU keier. 

A minor slip-uji on this score, could 
see you falling out of favour with the 
selectors It also teaches you to give 
not just yoiii cricket but even fellow 
cricketers their due “t was rendered a 
mere mortal when I came to Sri f^irika 
in 1992. f mean, we always 
underestimated them as 11 ii keters, 
but my respect for them grew' when I 
scored four ducks m that senes. We 
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would have lost the series if it hadn't 
been for Shane Warne," said the 
younger Waugh He also testified to 
constant hard work that one has to 
put in for lieing a member of the 
Australian team, saying, "I rate us to 
be the no. 2 Test cricket - playing nation 
in the world after the West Indies. The 
standards for excellence that has been 
set by Allan Border are still being 
maintained by Mark Taylor and these 
standards are luit going to come 


down." 

It is precisely these high levels of 
e- ellence that saved Mark Waugh 
from the ignominy of being dropped 
in favour of Dean Jones in the series 
against South Africa. Realising that he 
had not had a good run throughout 
the series and fast coming to terms 
with the fact that he was going to be 
dropped, Mark dug into all the 
reserves of talent that he had left and 
saved his own skin by scoring a 



StBw(leltt w4 M ailt ill, 

athonwMrflliMMikpilnMMteoii Mm 


dogged coiuiiry in die Iasi Test of dial 
series. 

Till t(Klay there is no doubi dial it 
was dial century whic h redeemed 
him, but Mark Waugh prefers lo look 
at it in anothcT light. "I came up with 
that 100 when 1 was under severe 
pressure. But in spite of all the odds, 1 
managed to deliver the goods. I think 
that is the hallmark of a great player. 
To be able to deliver when the chips 
arc down." 


Pressure. It was not a new feeling 
that Mark experienced wlien he 
applied himself lo the task and scTved 
that century in South Africa. Rather, it 
is a word that he nas grown up with, 
lie has known and experienced 
pressure in all its forms: "From Iwing 
Steve Waugh's brother, to being the 
next big hoiie of Australian cricket, lo 
be.'iig Steve Waugh's closest 
corniH’titor, and finally when I played 
couniy cricket for Fssex in Hngland. 


I " Being an overseas player there, can 
pose big problems for you. You arc 
constantly trying to learn how to 
cope. However, thegcMid thing is that 
ii fielps to develop you as a cricketer 
and improyes your performance," 
says Mark who is considered tc. be the 
biggest contemporary Aussie baiting 
talent 

There is another kind of pressure 
that is ihreaiening to loom up in Mark 
Waugh's career now. It is ihe kind of 
problem which if tackled succ essfully 
can seal his future as a successful 
eric keier. I'he problem by all accounts 
IS not a minor one and mo.st cricketeis 
have expressed apprehension i,i me 
thoughi ol ii. 

The problem simply iranslaied is 
the two W's Wasim and W-icjai! The 
Australians have* begun iheir to.ir ol 
Pakistan and two people ihai they 
don't want lo see aie Wasim Akram 
and Waqar 'Voimts, both itunuiing in 
tofxiwl their deliveries at Ihe speed ol 
sound Ii is the son of senes ihai iriighi 
make or bieak llie repuiation of many 
ciicketers—^Mark Waugli included 
Whai's more, il might be a diffic nil 
induction for Mark lo the an of facing 
notjusi bowling, imi pate Imwling at 
Its best. Waugh has a distinct 
drawback as far as tins is concerned, "I 
have not faced Wasim nor Waqar in a 
fonnal series before. So ihe tfioughi of 
meeting them foi the first time is a 
very cliallenging one, Regardless of 
wfiat I achieve, I will come out of it as a 
better or as a chastened cricketer. " 

Tliere is also another staiistica! 
quirk that Mark Waugh is going to try 
and SCI right, and he is going to start 
this from ifie senes against Pakistan. 
"My Test average is right now on the 
better side of 40 " he informed. "My 
ami starling now, is lo try and 
inainiaiii an average of SO, " he 
confessed. 

And judging by the conditions in 
which he is going lo try and set this 
average rigfii, one gets the feeling that 
somewhere, somehow, Mark Waugh 
has realised that, ifie time to prove 
fmnscrlf is not only being measured, 
but in a funny son of way it is also 
limning out. M 
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PERSPECTIVE 



SECURITY 


irom Liurope art-still in their juti. 

The World Cup finals usually signal 
the end of the road for coaches who 
leave either voluntarily or otherwise 
Seven of the World Cup 
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TOOFESSIOWAl 


WORLD CUP COACHES' WHEREABOUTS 



In spite oi leading Brazil to a historic 
World Cup triumph, coach Alberto 
Parreira stepped down 

quaricr-liTialists wt-tc l.uropcaii, 
which IS thf reason ior joh siahility 
Reac hing I he sc-concl round wassc-en 
as the degree ol sneerss nc-eded lo 
survive. 

Only Russia’s Pavel Sadyrin, who 
had a players' revolt as pan oi his USA 



World Cup coach 

Current position 

Argentina 

Alfio Basile 

Resigned 

Belgium 

Paul Van Himsi 

Still in charge 

Brazil 

Carlos Alberto Parrc’ira 

Resigned, now at Valencia 

Bolivia 

Xavier Azkargona 

Resigned 

Bulgaria 

Dinmar Penev 

Still in charge 

Cameroon 

Henri Mic hel 

Contract not renewed 

Colombia 

Francisco Maturana 

Resigned lo join Alletieo Madrid 

Germany 

Berti Vogts 

Still in charge 

Greece 

Alkis Panagoulias 

Resigned 

Holland 

Dick Advocaal 

Still ill charge 

Ireland 

lack Charlton 

Still in charge 

Italy 

Arrigo Saechi 

Still in charge 

Mfxic(» 

Miguel Mejia Baron 

Still in charge 

Morocco 

Abdellah Ajri 

Contiaci not renewed 

Nigeria 

Klaus Wcsierhof 

Contract not renew.'d 

Norway 

F.gil Olsen 

■Still in charge 

Romania 

Anghel lordaneseu 

Still in charge 

Russia 

Pavel Sadyrin 

Resigned 

Saudi Arabia 

Jorge Solan 

Nothijnge 

South Korea 

Kim Ho 

No change 

Spain 

Javier Clemente 

Still in cliarge 

Sweden 

Tommy Svensson 

Still in thargi- 

Switzerland 

Roy Hodgson 

Still in charge 

USA 

Bora Milutinovic 

Still in charge 


'M pn-paraiions. deparic'd under a 
cloud. His resigiiaiion after Russia 
failed to reac'h the second phase was 
unanimously aereiUed and he has 
hc-c-n replaced hy Oleg Romanisev ol 
Spartak Merscow, Russia's most 
sijccesslul cliih. 

hven Alkis Panagoiiliasoi Ciieece 
the huropc-an whipping hoys, saw out 
his contract wtiidi expiic'd at the end 
ol last month, helore lesigning 

The most criticised coach was Bern 
Vogts ol Germany, whose team were 
beaten hy Bulgaria. Vogts said he 
would ipiit il the German Fooihall 
Federation did not suppoii him, hiii 
tiiey have done >o \'og!'., who must 
rebuild an ageing side, said. "Pei haps 
it would have been easier losack me 
hut then there wc uld have hceu no 
one 10 criticise 

11 Furopean fooihall has temained 
stable m the wake ol USA d-i the same 
cannot l>e said ol South America and 
Africa, 

Carlos Alberto Parieira announcc-d 
he would he loimng Valencia helore 
the stall of the hnals and tiovved mil by 
leading Brazil to then lounh 'World 


Cup, Fits successor ts fits assistant and 
the man who coached Brazil to their 
I 971) triiwnph, Mario Zagalo, 6F 
AigerUma's Allio Basile said he 
would resign alter USA 94 tome what 
may After Ilieir defeat hy Romania he 
would profiably have had no 
aliernalive Xaviei A/kargoria. 
Bolivia's Basque coach, left because 
he fell Bolivian soccer was badly lun 
tailombia's Francisco Maiurana 
resigned lo he replaced hy his 
assistani, Mernan Cjomcv, who earlier 
had liirned down the joh 

Cameroon replaced Fteiichman 
Ileiiri Michel with assistant coach 
Julc-s Nyongha, the (irsi C.amerooman 
In take chaige o' the national team for 
more ihan two decades Nigeria did 
not lenew the contract ol Clemens 
Westerhol and nosuccc'ssoi liad been 
named Moiocco's Ahdeilah A)ri 
made wav for Mofiammed Animari 
Amid the c omings and goings, lac k 
(.harhon, remains the doyen ol 
intematioiialcoaches Illsetghi-and 
a - liall years m cliarge of the Repuhhc 
ol Ireland makes him ilie longest 
1 serving coach in world lootball.# 
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TENNIS 

INDEX 


W HAT hangs on ihc* wall 
at Cioran Ivanisevic's 
parems' home in Split, 
Croatia, as a symbol of his 
explosive teenage years: A 
broken ratket. 


W HAT SleffiC.rafis 
in Germany: "die 
Grahn" (the Countess). 


called 


^ Queen Elizabeth 

^ VV once told couturier and 
tennis maven Ted Tinling: "1 
I had no idea tennis girls could 

f look so pretty. " 

I T A/HAT the Dauphiit of 
I V V France once sent King 
Henry V of England: A box of 
tennis balls. 


H OW BrW^delds, 

sweetheart, d^ribed tfieir 
first kiss: As "the most 
wonderful kiss 1 ever had in 
my life." 

H OW much Andre Agassi 
says he misses former, 
longtime coach Nick 
Bollettieri: "Incredibly, as a 
friend and father." 

R E.ASON why in 1245 the 
A rchbishop of Rouen, 
France, had to ban priests 
from playing tennis: Because 
they were neglecting their 
monastic duties. 

P ETE Sampras' favorite 
television program: 
CNN'S "Crossfire." 


R eason why Sampras, a 
Republican, likes this 
noisy, conicnlious political 
program: “I gel a kick seeing 
grown men acting like little 
kids." 

P LAYER that people missed 
most at the 1994 U.S. 
Open-- ahead of Martina 
Navialilova (19%) and 
Monica Seles (18%) — in a 
USA Network survey of 4,59? 
on-line users of Prodigy, a 
computer network: Jimmy 
Connors (48%). 

L AKtjhST hc*aded racket 
on the market today. The 
Weed (1 ?5 sc|uare inches). 

H OW former Romanian 
Oavis Cupjrer and 
curient agent-promoter Icm 
Tinaconce explained why he 
smastied a hockey stick on the 
head ol an opfxmenf “Better 
your molhei c ries than mine." 



Ml' \ 


F LMALf-playei who once 
heal all-time great Bill 
Tilden, whose court also 
incliidc'd tlie doubles alleys, in 
a practice match: Actress 
Katherine Hepburn. 

O NLY player on the pr 
lour today who us 
aluminium racket: Cedri^pF 
Fioline. 

T he best thing that recently 
happened to tennis, 
according to the late Vitas 
Gerulaitis: Sports lUuslralcd's 
Ts Tennis Dying'^" cover 
story which stimulated debate 
to improve the sport. 






# ■ t Ife 



P LAYER that five years ago 
Rod l^ver believed had a 
chance to win The Grand 
Slam: Boris Becker. 


W U K L D OF 


ENNIS 


R eason why CHs-Tv 
network refused lo air a 
Prince racket commercial 
during the U.S. Open; 
Because it depicted God 
playing tennis 


W HAT 1 ^th-seeded Zina 
Garrison-.Iackson did 
the night before heating 
Mercedes Pa/ in the 1994 
Wimbledon second rotind: 
She woke up at ?:SOa.m.to 
watch her beloved Houston 
Rockets defeat the New York 
Knicks for the NBA title on 
television. 

H t)W much less likely are 
girls who panic pate m 
athletics to gc't involved with 
drugs, according lo the 
Women's Sports rtnindaiion: 
92 jrercenl 


rT’'HRl-:t K 
. Mc'dvc‘< 


I Mc'dvc’dev jrrojroses to 
>ve the game Raise tin- 
Hit SIX inches, use a 
fj slower ball, and return 
to wooden rackets. 


going late lor Monica 
1 Seles' autograph at the 
1994 Wimbledon 
('hampionships: IZS pounds 

W HAT fiappened after 
ambidextrous Italian 
Davis Cup star Gecrrgio de 
Stefani joked that he could 
play with two rackets: 'Ehe ITE 
look him seriously and in 
19 51 implenrenled a rule 
slating that a playermusi use 
just one racket. 


F EMAI.E athlete with the 
giealesi projected 1994 
earnings as a spokesperson, 
according to the Sports 
Mdrkvlinf; Letter. Chris Evert, 
who retired in 1989.# 
Compiled by Paul Fein 
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Premature 

Exit 

I NDIAN cricket ^els poorer with 
the premature exit of Ravi 
Shasiri Tlie BCC'I should solely 
he blamed for this early 
retirement because of the raw 
deal that they meted out to this 
gifted all-rounder. 

Shastri should have walked 
into the India XI based on his last 
season's pet formanee, which was 
better than many of the existing 
players in the team. 

Ravi Shasiri will be 
lemembered as the player with 
the most potential It's time lot 
the Indian public to take notice of 
the filthy politics that is going on 
at the helm of the BCCI. 

We wish Ravi Shastri all the 
best for the future. 

PRA8AL GUhA. 

Jart.shedpur 


KAMAI JIIIKA 



Ravi Shastri ia his newrole of ioumalist has a chat with the awmbars of the ladian teaai 



Debatable 

W ITH reference to the arlicie 
'Show Time'. 

(Sportsworld. 7th Sept.), I'd like 
to say that Kapil Dev's inclusion 
in the Indian team is a debatable 
one. Does Indian cricket really 
require him? So far, in India’s 
matches in the 

recently-concluded Singer World 
Series, his bowling, batting and 
fielding has been well short of 
inspiring. Although 1 have 
immense respect for Kapil Dev, it 
is a fact that he is no longer the 
awesome cricketer that he used 
to be. 

Kapil must now use is head, 
rather than his heart and should 
move on. 

PAVAL DHAR, 

New Delhi. 


Nothing fVlych 

RIAN LARA'S 

-) record-breaking feats, great 
as they undoubtedly are. have 
been made off the English 
bowling, which is steady at Itcsl 
and rarely penetrative. He is 
probably lucky that he docs not 
have to face the West Indian 
bowlers at the international level. 

N S AJfT KUMAR. 

Bombay. 


Corrigendum 

In the ariicie. A Hunting We Will 
Go,' iSfmrtsworld, list Sept.), it 
was stated that India had won the 
last fcMitball bronze at the Tehran 
Asiad in 1974. However, it was at 
the Bangkok Asiad, ‘70, that they 
had won the bronze. The error is 
regrclied. 
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PERSONAL ITY 


TERRIFI 



Last year, chess prodigy TANIA SACHDEVA became the youngest 
Indian to win a gold medal in an international event 


S OMF, are born great, some 
achieve greatness and sotne 
have greatness tliriist iipoti 
them Chess piodigy Tania 
Sachdeva was hoin gieai and has 
achieved greatness at a young age 
Crediial>ly she has handled the 
greatness ihrusi upon liei with tan- 
aploinh and a matin it> vvlmli Indies 
hei tender age. 

highi-yeai-old Delhi sihoolgiil 
lama Sachdeva has a staggering 
sequerueol siu cesses In the SI si 
Hriiish tdiess (’hampionships, eailier 
tills yeai, the tali’nted Tama not only 
retained the British Under-8 chess 
crown but also added loin more titles 
She won the British Uiidei-« chess title 
lor boys and girls, with six wins in as 
many rounds. Tama became the lirst 
girl to win outright the mixed |unior 
event, ,since the inception of the 
championship way back in I VOd 
later she won the Under-9 title and 
the girls Under-10 championship. In 
the Under-10 seel ion, she beat Kate 
Tield in the seventh and final round, 
to emerge a winner with a tally of five 
points 

Ijst year,she became the youngest 
Indian, to win a gold medal m any 
sports event Stie annexed the 
under-8 >ears title at the British chess, 
also called the Commonweafth (dress 
Championshipsai Dundc’e. Tliis Ic'at 
got hei a mention in the Luma UtHtk 
Of Kecords, as India’s youngest ever 
champion. 

Tania's coach for the last two years 
K.C. .loslii praises her consistency and 
enduranc e. In 1 5 days m the British 
age-group championships, she played 
27 matches, won 20 atid drew only 
two matches. Her consistency and 
concentration is remarkable, as stie 
played nialcfics with different time 


stipulations. The matches in the 
Undc'i-10 and Under 11 sections 
were played over a maximum ol two 
hours, Uiider-9 in one hour and 
Unde'-8 in hall an houi 

British (ii jndinastci Kayrnond 
Keene vvlii' watc lied her in ai lion was 
iinpiesscd with fier positional 
uiulcrsiaiiding ludgemeiitsand luiise 
III the middle game He (iraisc'd her 
iliiick and sound jud,gcincnis even 
when in a diMicult situation Keene, 
co-author ol man / chess books with 
(i.irv Kasjiaiov, imnlished ihiee ol 
’lama's winning games m The /’lines, 
ioi which he IS the clic'ss 

Tania hails from an 
opulent 

background and so^ 
money should 
never be a problem 
in the pursuit of 
excellence in the 
game 



correspondent. 

fler most impressive wins ui the 
British chess championships were a 
26 move triumph against Mathew 
Broomfield in theUndei 10 section 
and 35 move's win over Britian's 
fonaihan Mutton and ousting 
Bangladesh's Murad in 47 moves in 
ilieUiider'l 1 seaion. Against 
BrcHirnfield, she played aggressively 
and trapped his (2ueen after a quick 


sequence of exchanges, in an 
eight -move comhmaiion 

Coach K ( loshi says, "Tania loves 
to play aggressively just like her idol 
Vishwanaihan Anand ' He feels 
howevei that she should improve her 
o|K‘nmg repertoire. 'The chubby 
chc'c'ked, c bc'i ubic, evc-r-smilmg lama 
soil rc tains bcrchildish innocence, in 
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sjuif of hertompciiiivr spirit. When 
IIIsound position, slie 
underestimates her opponent and 
plays sasLially. She is also generous 
She agieed to a draw with local hoy 
Simon ttuckley. in the Under-o 
section after jiisi eight moves. This 
diaw, did hei rival a laviuii. They 
hecame loint wmneis ol the t Indei 9 
title. 

History, it is ii iily said ,is made more 
hy aicidem than design, lama's 
hi other Karan got a i hesssei as a 
bnthdav present some years ago. I he 
hoy showed little interest in the game 
However,Tama look to chess like the 
[iroveihial duck to water Her (laienls 
got Yashhit Sharina, a chess imll. to 

Tania with the Under-S shield of the British 
chess championships 


1 rain her in the nuances of the game. 
She scKKi started outplaying her 
mentor. Sensing that their child was a 
prodigy, hei parents hired K.C. Jcishi 
as a coach Before the British 
chanipionshi[is she even played with 
Ci.B loshi. a national A player to 
shaipen her skills and concentiatiun. 

Tania hails Ironi an opulent 
hackgrouncl. and so, money should 
never he a problem m pursuit of 
excellence in tfie game ol chess Her 
lather is a renowned interior 
decorator and mother Anjti a fashion 
designer. Their house in Hau/ Khas, a 
posli South Delhi colony isclegant, 
tasic'lully decorated and imposing 
The |iarents spent nearly Rs. 1 lakh for 
the trip to the Norwick Sports village, 
in Norfolk for the British 
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Tmia wMi her medier the f«iwlv with • 
wMlihy t M hp w d is firmly b^uad her 



c hampionships. Tania's eritoii rage 
inclucft'ti her mother, brother Karan 
and coacfi K C, Joshi. The parents arc- 
willing to invest money in a toinputei 
and obtain chess literature for hei to 
improve. 

A student of Modern SthcKil, 

Vasani Vihar, Tama has a variety of 
interests. She is fond of painting and 
finds time to pursue this hobby. She is 
also being taught Yoga, to help her 
relax during high pressure situations 
in chess matches. Her favourite- 
relaxation is watching films and 
film-based programmes. She also 
copes with her school home-work and 
is a gcK^ student with a keen, 
analytical mind and sharp memory. In 
many ways, she is like ifie girl next 
dcHxr sweci-naturcdand fun loving 
but when she isat the chessboard, she 
has the eye of a tiger. The sky is the limn 
for young Tania. Two ycar.s ago, she 
was struggling to lie her own shoe 
laces and knot ribbons in her hair. 

Now she has taken the chess world by 
storm. Comparisons are made with 
Bctbby Fischer, Gary Kasparov and 
Judith Polgar but Tania wants to play 
like India's hero Vishawanihan 
Anand.^ 

NowyKapadia 
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THE HARD ROAD 
TOTH 

Prasun Bhattacharya is a young and impoverished man. But he 
has a dream: he wants to be one of the top footballers in the 
Calcutta Maidan. In this first person extract, he is playing for the 
Sonali Sangha Club. And in the course of the season, he 
encounters officials who offer bribes, players who succumb to the 
lure of money, deliberate fouling and the thrill of scoring goals. 
Even though MOTI NANDY's is a work of fiction, in 
Calcutta football, truth can sometimes be stranger than fiction 






O UR game against Sovabazar was 
our third league match. We had 
drawn against the Aryans 2-2 and 
beaten Wari 3-0.1 scored all the 
five goals and also the first hat-trick in the 
league ./iigan/arcommented on its sports 
page; 'P. Bhattacharya, Sonali Sangha's new 
forward, earned the honour of scoring the 
season's first hat-trick.' Pintu had cut thisout 
of th<- paper. He was very keen to see me play 
and begged to be taken along to the ground. 1 
hadn't done so for feat of putting up a piKir 
performance. He Wds,-altei all, my biggest Ian. 
However, on the day of the Sovaba/ar match, 

1 took him along. I felt confident of playing 
well. 

Anwar waved to me from a distance I 
waved hac k We were warming up before the 
match started. Jogging along, Anwar tame 
near me and said, 'You are scoring a nurnhei 
of goals But you won't today ' 

'1 see you and Nimai are included in the 
selection camp ft>r the Junior National team ' 
Anwar smiled and moved way Nimai 
didn't come neat me, hut Katan tame to 
cttllect a stray hall and whispeied, 'Be tareliil 
today.' 

Why.^' 

'lust remeinhei what I said ' 

I couldn't then understand what Ratan 
meant But his meaning betatne clear three 
minutes tii so from hall-time. Our winger 
hat k-centred Irom the right into the middle of 
the Sovaha/ar penalty box. 1 1 hatged in to gel 
to the ball Tikadar was lurinmg alongside me 
Tile hall dropped a couple of yards m ’roni of 
me and was bouncing iiji. What should I do? II 
I tried a volley it would almost ceitainly go 
miles over the bar. A diving header sc'emeti to 
he the only way The goalkeeper was rushing 
out of his charge. Anwar's boots were 
thudding ut> from the left. I plunged for my 
dive. 

As my head touched the ball, an intense 
slab of pain knifed through the right side of 
my chest Tikadar had kicked rue. I felt my 
breath choke. I could hardly see, but ihiough 
the ha/e 1 heard the referee s long whistle. 

I was carried out beyond the side-lines. My 
shirt was taken off and they rubbed ice on my 
chest. On opening my eyes, 1 noticed Pintu. 
'I'he poor boy was almost in tears. I raised my 
arm to assure him and fell another stab of 
pain. So 1 only smiled. Dasiida and Kamaida 
were bending over me. It was half-time. 

Was it a goal?' 1 asked slowly. 

'Yes,' Kamalua replied. 


'Anyone replacing me?’ 

'Sushanto is going in.' 

'Stop him. I'll play, I will be able to play. 

There's nothing wrong with me,' 1 said, sitting 
up quickly. 

'You don't have to play. Prasun.' 

I looked round and saw that it was Anwar, 
his fate was flushed bright red. 'Another blow 
and you will be out for the season.' 

I said in a sudden rage, 'That’s what you 
want, don't you? You coward.' Anwar's eyes 
lit up momentarily in anger but he went away 
without another word. 

'Can you play.^ If you want tt), I have no 
objetlion'. Dasiida said. 

'But Oasiida.. 'Kamaida had spttken, but 
Dasuda stopped him. Pintu whispered in my 
ears, 'Anwarda picked you up and carried you 
out. How strong he is!' 

I resumed playing but mtistly stood around. 

The ball was ntiw in our half Nimai was 
dribbling the ball past our middle defenders 
repeatedly, but every one til his passes were 
wasted by the Sovaba/ar forwards. 

Eventually Nimai himself got the equaliser. 1 
knew he would. The Sonali Sangha defence 
was not good enough to stop him. Eight of our 
players were jammed into our penalty box 
Nimai went past three tif them swaying to the 
right and It) the left and then a delicate chip 
saw the ball into the net over the head of a 
helpless goalkeeper. 

I tried a sprint or two, but realised thai I 
wouldn't be able to manage Tikadar was 
shadowing me everywhere. I madeaiioiher 
attempt. Out right hall had moved up A bout 
of wall-passing with him and 1 was at the top 
of the penalty box. I dodged past iheir right 
stojiper batk. The left-back was in Iront now. I 
pushed the ball into the ojH-n space i>n the left. 

I had seen our left-wingei coming up. There 
was an unguarded area In'hind Anwar, ten 
yards from goal. 1 moved into that space. Our 
left-out passed to our left-back who looked 
around him for Munebody it> receive the ball. 

He saw my signal and pushed it towards me. 

Four Sovaba/ar defenders came running to 
converge upon me. 

I coiiidn't trap the ball properly. It went |iast 
my foot and Anwar was on it now. 1 knew that 
he would kick it out of play. There was no 
other way. But I still made one lost aiumipt. 

Anwar checked his desperate kick Tikadar 
and I went for the t>all together. 

'Oh, my Ciod!" 

There was a muffled cry of pain. Anwar and I CARTOONS ARTHUR 
Tikadar were rolling on the ground, the ball I CARDOZO 


TRANSLATED FROM 
BENGALI BY MIHIR 
K.DAS 

■ > 

Tim IS an extract from Sifilwi/ 
Stopper,byMotiNandy Itis 
pubhshed by Ofiem Longman 
rvx* Rs 56. Reptmied by 
permission of tbe pub'.sber 
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I had played 
only five 
matches so far 
this season, but 
1 was already 
the subject of 
much 

discossioo and 
comment in 
football 
circles. There 
was 

speculation 
about which 
Club would 
take me on 
next season 
and at what 
price 


was running Icmisc. I ran and got the ball five 
yards from goal. A simple lap and I had done 
my job. Looking back f saw Tikadar still on the 
ground holding his abdomen and groaning in 
agony. I looked at Anwar. 

'What have you done.^' 

'What I please. What's that lo you?' 

Bipinda came rushing on to tlie field. He 
was yelling at the top ol his voire: 'I'll have 
you suspended. You hii one ol your own side, 
you brute. Avenging your friend * You think 1 
don't underslaniP 

I moved away in embarrassment. Ratan 
gave me a knowing look and gestured lo 
suggest that he had known something like 
this would hapfien. Aliei Tikadar'sexii the 
fight went out of SovabaAir. Our right-winger 
saired I wire in ipjiek suaxssioii Dasuda 
signalled to me to lonie out ol the held. 

That night the t>ain siariei! in my chest I 
called Mother. Pintii niiisi have told her of 
what had happened, tn'cause she 
iiiimedialely said, "What was the need for you 
to risk such dangei lor the sake oi a goaP It's 
hardly worth a kick in the ribs.' 

It amused me to hear Mother use liiigiish 
words like 'risk' and 'danger.' Artiially she 
musl have repealed tlie words Pintu had 
spoken. 

‘Scoring a goal always involves some 
danger,' 1 replied Mother went away 
gruiiihlirig and relumed with some warm 
mustard oil. Massaging my chest, she said, 
'FcKitball will be our ruin! " 

B y morning, the pain was much worse My 
only fear was that my whole year's 
jK'rparation would be wasted. Dasuda 
wouldn't risk playing me if he knew I was 
injured. And we hadn't played any of our big 
matches as yet.Two days alter ifie rest we were 
to play Khidir|H>re.lf 1 didn't turn up at the 
club today or tomorrow, they would certainly 
send somebody round and find out thai I was 
injured. 

! derided after some thought that the best 
thing would be to inform Dasuda or Kamalda 
that 1 had gone out of town to attend my 
aunt's wedding. But the problem was whom 
to send with the message. There was only 
Pintu and he wasn't old enough to travel 
alone to Dasuda's place at Kahghai or 
Kainalda's at Garia. Dasuda had a iele|)honr 
hut 1 didn't know the numlKT. Indeed, I didn't 
even know his full name. Harshada might 
know Dasuda's ic*lc-phone iiuiitlier. 1 sent 
Pintu to Harshada s |)lace to liiid out. 1 warrted 


Pintu not to utter a word about my being hurt, 
otherwise I would never take him to a match 
again. 

Pintu returned with the telephone number, 
but who was lo make the call? 1 sent for Nilima 
and explained the problem to her. She heard 
me out without comment, nodded her head 
and left with the telephone number. She 
came hack in hall an our. Hearing her, I 
turned and kniked towards the door, and my 
hcartjumped into iny throat. Niinai and 
Anwar were standing at the diMir. 

They wore serious expressions and seemed 
to be in some hurry. Anwar softly pressed my 
chest with his stubby fingers Seeing my look 
of pain, he glanced lowaids Nimai and 
nodded. Nimai's lace grew grave as he moved 
Ills head up and down. After some whisfiered 
consultation iK'iween them, Nimai left ilie 
room. Anwar iiirned to Mollier and said 
'Mashima. gel a shin on him. We shall lake 
him lo a doctor." 

1 hadn't said a word 1 pist stared at them 
Without so nuich as asking my permission, 
Anwar made me sit up Allei Mother liad 
sliptK-d my shirt on me. he asked, 'Can you 
walk’' I shook my head, Nimai, meanwhile, 
had fell bed a taxi Holding me from either 
side, they t arried me to the taxi. We 
proceeded towards Shyamba/ar. 

No bones were broken. But without an 
X-ray the doctor couldn't say wheihei iheie 
was a hair-line fracture on any rib. He 
bandaged my chest tightly. I was insirucied lo 
lie III bed aiwf move as little as possible. We 
returned in a taxi They did not speak to me, 
neither did 1 sjieak to them. Having reached 
me home, t hey sjKike lo Mol her and leli 
When 1 saw Nilima, I asked her angrily, 'Who 
asked you to tell these two about me?' 

Nilima replied, 'I telephoned your club 1 
told them you will Ik‘ away at your uncle's for 
about filiecn days.' She then pointed at the 
bed, indicating that I should lie down, and left 
the loom 

The X-ray report showed nothing. 

I lay in bed during our matches against 
KhiJirii ire, Laslern Railway, Mohammedan 
Spotting, Kalighai and Rajasthan. We lost 
three games and drew the other two. After 
this 1 couldn't stay in bed any longer. I went 
lor a short run one morning. 1 also did some 
light exercises and fell none the worse lor it. In 
the afternoon, I went to the club lent. We 
were to play S|H>riing Union the following 
day. Dasuda told me off, but mildly, lot 
staying away so long The learn had been 
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made up already, but I was included. My 
substitute in the previous games hadn’t done 
well at all. 

I played carefully next day, taking no 
undue risks We won 3-0,1 scored twice with 
shots taken from the top of the penalty box. 
The next match was against B. N. R. Now 1 
would face Arim Ghosh. 1 was excited at the 
thought ol testing my abilities against him. So 
1 was disappointed when I learnt at the 
ground that he wasn't playing that day. I felt 
denied. There was much consternation when 
I scored twice within the first nine minutes. 
Perliaps B N. R. had thought that a weak club 
like ours would play defensively from the 
beginning. But we had stormed into attack 
from the opening whistle. My lirst goal was 
Irom a volley which I icnik on the run after 
their goalkeeper had punched out a cross 
Irom our right winger The second was 
identical. Alter this B N. R.^settled down and 
firessed us hard but failed to score. Robi, our 
goalkeeper, must have savc'cl at least lour 
certain goals. 

We came up against the Yatriks next. They 
were at the head ol the I.eague at that lime, 
not hav ingdiopped a single poini. Mohun 
Bagan had lost to Fasteni Railway and East 
Bengal had drawn against Rajasthan. I had 
jilayed only live matches so larthis season, 
but I was already the subjeci of much 
discussion and comment in football circles. 
There was speculation about which Club 
would take me on next season and at what 
price. 1 was top scoter in the League with 
eieven goals in live matches Astiim Moiilik 
was next wit h ten goals in ten games and 
Ashok Chatic'riee had eight in eleven games. 

V TLWS came that day of Nilinia's having 
J N passed her school-final examination in 
the second division. There was a good dc'al o* 
commotion over this from early morning. 1 
was still in bed, 1 heard our landlord 
Bishtibabu callingoui to Nilinia's father, 
'Nulubabu, you must give us a feast.' 

'Certainly, certainly. What would you luce 
to have?' 

■Rabri. Rabri from Barobazar.' 

I came out of my room. Nilima was 
touching Mother's feel. She then came into 
our main room. Father was there. Mother 
whispered to me. if you had some money, 1 
could buy her a sari. The poor thing lias 
struggled so hard to finish school!' 

'Does Father have any to spare?' 


'He has just enough to carry us through this 
month.' 

'1 have twelve nipees. Is that enough for a 
sari'? 

Mother thought for a moment. 'Doesn't 
matter. I'll give her a present some other time.' 

Coming out of tlie room. Nilima asked, 
'Jethima, is Prasun much older than me? 
Would it be more than six months?' 

'Scmiething like that'. Mother replied 
smiling. In the next minute Nilima pul me in a 
very awkward and embarrassing situation. 1 
fell as though I had missed a sitter hardly a 
yard from goal and that too beforeia large 
crowd. Nilima touched my feel. I somehow 
managed to stammer a few words before 
escaping to my own room. But I hc'ard Nilima 
tell Mother, '1 would have won a scholarship if 
I had worked as iiard as Prasun practises 
football.' 

Peeping out of the window, 1 saw Nilima, 
bucket in hand, going to fetcfi water from the 
lap. I called out to her. 

'So you'll go to college now ' 

'Yes. 1 have to arrange for some money 
About a hundred rupees.' Ishtank back 
mentally Siipf«rse site asks me to repay the 
money that 1 had borrowed all tliese days To 
change ifie subject, I said, 'I want to give you a 
present. But 1 don't have enough money for 
that right now.' 

Nilima was about to say something bin was 
interrupted by Piniii who came m, bursting 
with news. 

'Dada, there's a man outside who wants to 
see you He says it's very urgent.' 

1 went out of the house and saw a man 
waiting—aboiu lorlyish, fair-skiimed and 
grey-eyed, wearing a colourful bush-sfiirt. He 
spoke to me in familiar terms. 

'Prasun, I wanted a word with you. Let's go 
sotnewheie else and I'll tell you.' 

'1 am busy right now. I can't go out. You can 
talk to me here.' 

He pomted loa ardsa Fiat parked nearby. 

'Why not come out for a drive? We can talk 
in the car. It's rather a private matter’. 

Somehow I was put off by this man and 
now his reference to a 'private matter' was 
positively distasteful. 

'We can discuss your private matter right 
here. Nobody will overhear.’ 

The man looked around, cleared his throat, 
and sain in a low voice, 'Don't play in 
tomorrow's match.' 

'Don't play against the Yatriks!’ 1 almost 
shouted. 'What are you saying? 


i was 

beginning <0 
understand 
what he 
wanted. I put 
the hundred 
rupee note 
back into his 
shirt pocket, 
let this be for 
now. Why don't 
you come 
inside and 
hand the 
money over to 
my father 
personaify?' 









BO OK EXTRACT 


'What d(M.‘s Suiiali Sangha pay you'? A 
hundred rupees a monlh?... I know. 1 make it 
iny business to know these things.' Suddenly 
he t(H»k a hundred-rupee note from his 
pocket, put it in iny hand and dosed my fist 
tjver it. 

'If you must play, go ahead, by all means. 
For nearly twenty-five years we haven't won 
a single major tournament. We have an 
excellent chance in the League this year. All 
that you have to do Umiorrttw is not to spoil 
that chance.' 

1 hadn't yet got over my surprise. 'How can 1 
spoil that chance?' I asked 

'You are the only danger. All the clubs in 
Calcutta are afraid of you—Mohtm Bagan, 
East Bengal, Mohammedan Sporting, the 
whole lot. Don't score against us tomorrow'. 

1 was beginning to understand what he 
wanted. I put the hundred-rupee note back 
into his shirt pocket. 'Let this be for now. Why 
don't you come inside and hand the money 
over to my father jKTsonally?' 

The man hesitated. What does your father 
do.'" he asked. 

'Unemployed. He worked in a factory. But 
it is under lockout now.' 

'You must be m difficulties then,' the man 
said, touching his po^et and looking pleased. 

You must try and help the family.' 

I did not say anything further. I UMtk him 
inside and brought him before Father. Nilima 
was sitting there and telling Father about the 
difficulties in obtaining admission to a college. 
1 said without any preamble, 'Father, we play 
the Yatriks tomorrow. This gentleman 
suggests I hat I should stand down. Or, if play, 1 
shouldn't score any goals. For this he is 
offering a hundred rupees.' 

I had spoken so suddenly, that not only 
Father and Nilima but the stranger also was 
taken aback. After some time. Father asked, in 
a tow voice. 'Against whom arc you playing''' 

'The Yatriks,' I said. For a moment I thought 
I saw a flash of anger in Father's eyes. 1 stared 
at him, inevitably at his forehead. 

Lowering his head. Father said, '1 don't 
know. I have nothing to say. You can make up 
your own mind almul accepting a bribe.' 

Then he raised his eyes and looked at me. 
There was a tremor in my heart. Nilima was 
trying to say something and it seemed as 
though I must do something. A voice within 
me spoke, 'Prasun, look, look at your father's 
forehead and that deep sign of humiliation he 
bears. You, yes. you must change ail that; 
change insult and indignity to glory and pride.' 


'1 must beat the Yatriks tomorrow,' I hissed, 
through clenched teeth. Turning to the visitor 
I yelled: 'Get ouH' 

The man was surprised but remained 
unruffled. He said with a mocking smile as he 
left, 'You may score goals, but how will you 
stop them being scored against you? 
Remember there are eleven players in a side.' 

I was sitting by myself in my nxjm, leaning 
back against the wall, resting my chin on my 
knees, when somebody entered. 1 ItKikcd up 
and saw Nilima. She was ga^ing steadily at me 
I asked eagerly, 'Did Father .say anything 
later?' 

'No. But much later! saw him wipe away a 
tear from his cheek.' 

'Did I do the right thing, Nilima?' 

Nilima's voice was tender and st>ft, as she 
replied, 'You gave all of us such a handsttme 
present, Prasun. A wonderful present. You 
will play a great game tomorrow. You are 
bound to .win.' 


ASHOcMCiiiMrun 



Moti Nandy aged 63. has so tar puolished iwentv two 
novels and 4 snort story collections Several of his short 
stories have been tran^ted into English He has also been 
translated into Marathi. Kannada. Malayalam. Guiarati. 

Onya and Hindi. 

Stnker/Stoppervms translated into French in 1992 

Sinker has been filrtied in Bengali and a product ion of a TV 
senal of Stopper has lust been completed 

Moti Nandy won the SahityaAlcamedi award m 1991 

At present, he is a special correspoiKfent for the Ananda 
Bazar Patnka in Calcutta. 


A voice within 
me spoke, 
'Prasun. look, 
look at your 
father's 
forehead and 
that deep sign 
of humiliation 
he bears. You. 
yes, you must 
change all that; 
change insult 
and indignity to 
glory and pride.' 
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SPOTLIGHT 


SAEED 

ANWAR 


SILENT 

BUT 

DEADLY! 


His impeccable wristwork and hand-eye coordination makes 
his batting a treat to watch. The only thing now left for this 
talented batsman is to prove himself as a good Test player 


FROM ROBIN CHATTFRJEE, 
COLOMBO 


AiiliD ANWAR IS, lor all 
practical purposes, a very 
lucky {jiiy Lucky because he 
manages to stay in the news, 
no matter what lie does. Still, theteare 
times, when our protagonist wishes 
that he could bag the headlines lor all 
the right reasons. 

But then, isn't all publicity 
supposed IoIh“ goixl. Not necessarily. 
And then again, Saeed Anwar himself 
dtH'snot think so. He knows what it 
means to be in the news for the right 
reasons. That's because the lirst lime 
this fluent Pakistani batsman hogged 
the headlines was In'caiise he had the 
dubions distinction of bagging 'a pair' 


m his Test debut against the West 
Indies in l aisalabad (1990-91). 

Two zeroes! And that too on dc but. 
Maybe that's why Saeed Anwar has 
decided to score prodigiously in the 
msiant version of the game The 
one-day o[)ening batsman is not the 
same when he opens Tests for 
Pakistan, For instant cricket be 
dairtned, a batsman's true charai ter is 
on View when he shows his 
dependability in Tests, and therefore 
by these standards, Saeed Anwar is 
exacTly Mr Dependable. 

Right^ 

Wrong. 

Saeed Anwar would probably be 
infuriated at the way one is taking 
liberties, casting aspersions on his 
prodigious talent. If statistics alone 
speak lor themselves then Anwar 


would probably be having the last 
laugh. 

'fhaiiks to Anwar's ignoniiniotis 
Test debut, the Pakistani s<’leciois 
largely ignored him lor the Tests Fhey 
decided that his style ol batting w'as 
largely suited to one-day games, and 
gave him more than adequate 
exposure there. While m his 
tempoiary stale ol Test-crii keting 
exile, Anwar went about trying to 
adjust toiifeasaone-day ciicketer llis 
apparent state of frustration at being 
Ignored continuously from Tests 
resulted in him taking undue liberties 
in one-day games on those' bowlers 
whom he would otherwise have 
respected in Tests. If you're looking 
for proof, then liere's a simple pointer. 
Last year in Sharjah, Anwar managed 
to help hiinsc'lf to three successive 



SAEED ANWAR IN FIGURES 
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rcniuries. The feat was mcire 
noteworthy atnsidering one of them 
was against Curtly Ambrose and 
corniwiny. Anwar, however, is modest 
enough to discount his (eats by 
com eding that the wickets in Shaijah 
were "sleepy and therefore, they were 
suited for aggressive l>atting." 

Maybe it was those three hundreds, 
or perhaps the absence of a regular 
o|iener in the Pakistani batting 
line-up, that resulted in Anwar 
earning a place for himself as an 
opener in Pakistan's tour to New 

SO 


Zealand. Once there, Anwar grabbed 
every opportunity that came his way. 
And when the three-Test series was 
finally over, the left-handed opening 
batsman's personal tally sumkI at an 
encouraging 261 runs with a personal 
Test be.st of 169 at Wellington. It was 
that kind of contribution which 
helped Pakistan to a big win. 

On the tour to Sri Lanka, though 
Anwar has made some decent 
contributions both in the Tests and 
one-dayers, his main grouse has been 
the fact that he is recognised more for 


Though be hw proved himsaif in the one-dey 
vonkm of Ibo game Saeod Anwar is yot to 
establish himself m a Test player 

his one-day prowess. As a result of 
this, he values a painstaking 50 in 
Tests more than a big score in 
one-dayers. 

Anwar's logic is simple: "In the 
one-dayers," he opined, " the bowlers 
are constantly feeding you. He has to 
bowl constantly at the wickets and 
even the slightest movement can 
result in wides. In Tests, however, the 
opposite holds true. The bowlers will 
constantly be devising new ways to 
get you out, simply because he has 
more scope to exjwrimcni Test 
cricket, therefore, becomes more 
mental than one-dayers. " 

Today, Saeed Anwar has managed 
to devise separate approaches to the 
two forms of cricket. Though his 
credentials in the instant version are 
more noteworthy, (his one-day 
figures before the tour of Sii Lanka 
being 54 matches, 1811 runs, 6 
hundreds, 5 fifties), Anwar is 
gradually carving out a healthy 
average in rests too. 

For this opportunity, he has to 
thank his captain Salim Malik. As 
Malik says, "I had enough faith that 
he would be a good Test cricketer and 
he has not let me down." 

If you're looking for sheer aesthetic 
pleasure in batting, specially among 
the left-handers then Anwar is a 
delight to watch. His rhythmic grace 
and elegance only serve to disguise 
the raw power that sends the ball 
racing to its allotted spot in the field. 
Anwar tends to treat every ball with a 
subtle savagery, thanks to his 
impeccable wristwork and hand-eye 
coordination. He tends to treat all 
iHiwlcrs as his enemies and concedes 
that only the good ball will be given 
due respect. "Or else I'll tear the 
bcwler apart, be it in Tests or in 
one-dayers," he threatens. 

It's a sign that Saeed Anwar has 
finally arrived. The one-day cricket 
fever helped him to make that all - 
important transition in order to be 
recognised as a complete cricketer and 
by the looks of it, he is not willing to 
relinquish his position in a hurry. 
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W HY would 
anyone in 
his 

rightmind 
want to risk fighting for a 
ball with 29 other grown 
up men? Why, because he 
is a rugby fanatic who 
dtH'sn't look at the game 
the way others would. Like 
so many hangovers of the 
Raj, rugby too has lingered 
on in India struggling to 
keep its drowning head 
above the water surface. So 
why would any magazine 
in its right senses devote 
pages to a sport which 
borders on the level of 
non-existence in this 
country. Simply because it 
needs promotion; simply 
because it is a game 
much-maligned and much 
misunderstood; simply 
because gauging by how 
much It has picked 
up—especially m 
Calcutta—its futtire m 
extremely bright; and 
simply bt'cause the 
promoters t)f the game are 
unlike our so-called 
'promoters' in other sports 
federations in ourcouiitry 
The day I sal down to 
write this article we 
received a letter from a 
reader and it was to do with 
rugby in India. 

Surjtrisirigly. it was not 
from Bombay or 
Calcutta— the two 
metropolises t;) which the 
game is now restricted 
to—but from Alwaye in 
Kerala. The seiidei, a 
proprietor ol a sports goods 
shop, didn't want his letter 
to lie published in the 
magazine but instead 
wanted us to show his 
letter to an organisation 
which is promoting rugby 
in the country. 

"With the advent of star 
TV," he WJ>dte, "more and 


WHERE OTHERS 
FEAR TO TREAD 


Rugby promoters in India have begun a massive 
drive to take the game where many recognised 
Federations stay away from—the grassroots level 
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more youngsters are keen 

to play.Here in Kerala if 

the sT’cds were sown, the 
seeds would flourish—1 
have no doubt. The 
geographical features and 
climaaic conditions in 
Kerala (and many other 
places in India) suit rugby 
more than say cricket. The 
monsoons mean there is 
hardly a long cricket season 
often forcing youngsters to 
stare helplessly at the wet 
pitches and marshy 
outfields in distress and 
boredom." 

The writer has even 
offered help if anyone is 
interested in sending able 
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coaches or is ready to 
organise a scries of 
exhibition games in Kerala. 

And if you think this to 
be a cra/y idea, then let's 
transfer you the grounds of 
St. Thomas' school in 
Calcutta on one September 
morning where over 200 
children have gathered to 
represent 20 teams in a 
seven-a-sideage-gnuip 
rugby tournament. Or 
should we take you to 
Armenian College in the 
heart of the city where the 
ultimate punishment any 


Um mn actHM frMn IIm All-Mia 
SoMli East Asia taamament 
sami-final betwiaen Uva Club of 
Sri Laaka aii4 hstts GC&FC(in rsdt 

players at the end of the 
Calcutta season. Zahid was, 
like so many others in 
Future Hope,taken off the 
streets after his casual 
labourer father could no 
longer support the child 
following the death of the 
mother. Grego is one ol the 
many who has been 
brought from Armenia by 
«he Armenian Church in 
Calcutta to be educated far 



student can receive is being 
deprived of a game of 
rugby. Or maybe we ought 
to take you to an 
organisation called 'Future 
Hope' where a Britisher 
named Tim Grandage has 
pisked up urchins from the 
street and apart from 
clothing and feeding them 
and providing them 
education, has also taught 
them to play rugby. It you 
are still not tonx inced, 
then we will set up a 
meeting with Shiekh 
Zahaid and Grego 
Gregorian, two lads below 
ten who were nominated 
as the most promising 


from the madness of civil 
strife. 

These boys are all a part 
of a drive to take rugby to 
the grassroots level. And if 
you were to witness the 
intensity of this drive, you 
couldn't but help thinking 
of the many sihuis that 
have lost their popularity 
in India only because they 
are not encouraged where 
it matters—in the schools. 

Rugby is not a mindless 
sjKjrt with no rules. Rather 
a rugby rule book would 
pul to shame a new edition 
of the Spanish Inquisition. 
Complex, detailed and 
intricate, they are mainly 
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SkaikhZahidlMcoadfraningbt) | 
oi Faliirc Hope who sp««t most o( 
his life 00 the greets plays in the 
pivotal position of scram hoH 
and in an absolute natural in spite 
of his size 

to protect players Irmn 
injury. For instance, unlike 
in f«>otball where you can 
be off-side only under one 
condition, in rugby you 
could be hauled up for 
off-side in more than hall a 
dozen situations. 

This means that 
coaching is a very 
important pan if tfieaim is 
to spread the game. And it 
is here that there is a 
shortfall. Since rugby 
union is strictly an amateur 
sport and not recognised by 
the government, money is 
the biggest drawback. This 
year, the AH-India South 
East Asia Tournament 
which was held in Calcutta 
last month struggled for a 


major sponsor in spite of 
the fact that the final was 
telecast live on 
IXKirdarshan. 

Moreover, the 
tournament was spiced up 
by the panicipaiion of two 
club teams from Sri liinka, 
both of who made it to the 
final. 

Yet if you consider that 
in Sri Lanka.rugby is almost 
a national game, more 
popular than cricket, then 
the local teams didn't do 
too badly. The Armenians 
of Calcutta ran the 
eventual winner Planters 
very close and hosts CC&FC 
put up a brave fight against 
Uva Club in the semi-finals 

The clash lietween 
holders Bombay 
Gymkhana and Calcutta's 
LMOB prove how gutsy 
Indian rugby can be. In an 
intense struggle of brain 


A Britisher naffied 
Tim Grandaga has 
picked up urchiits 
Irpm the street and 
apart from clothing 
and feedinp them 
and providing them 
education, has also 
i^ught them to play 
nigby. If you are still 
not convinced, then 
wayvillsetupa 
mating with Shiekh 
Zahid andGrego 
Gregovian..,. 


and brawn, the Calcutta 
team scraped through in 
the sudden death. 

The police reams—there 
are two each from Calcuna 
and Bombay—showed 
that they too had made 
conspicuous strides in 


improving their 
knowledge of the game to 
match their strength, speed 
and stamina. 

Maybe it is about time 
the government did 
something for this growing 
game, if not in the form of 
finance, then at least 
recognition. Because, if the 
promoters of the game in 
India have their way, 
rugby may just as well 
become one of the more 
popular sports in the 
schools of many Indian 
cities. 

And left in the hands of 
players like Shiekh /.ahid 
and Gregorian then there 
just may be an all-India 
final when Sri Lanka 
hosts a tournament a few 
years down the line. And if 
that happens don't say we 
didn't warn you! 

Andy O'Brien 
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South African tennis star, 

WA YNE FERREIRA talks 
about life on the Tour 

intervi'ewed"by 

ROBIN CHATTERJEE, JAIPUR_ 

When you were growing up to be a tennis 
player. South Africa was going through 
one of its most turbulent phases. It was 
virtually cut off from the rest of the 
world. Did you personally have any 
tennis idols then? 

Noi really. 1 did noi have any specific role 
iTiodels. I did enjoy watching the diflerenl 
players of that time in anion, but I had no 
idols as stich. 

The fact that you came in early on the 
circuit, people actually got an inkling 
that South Africa^—durlng the period of 
its isolation—had probably produced a 
world class tetuiis player. You kind of 
became a torch-bearer of tennis in South 
Africa in the modem era. 

We did have a couple of other young players 
like Mareus(Ondruska), Piet (Norval) and 
myself We’rf round about the same group or 
so But right now we don't have loo many 
kids doing well in tennis in South Africa. We 
personally managed to do quite well as juniors 
but the guys who are younger than us haven't 
really been doing so well. 

The fact that tennis has finally gone 
'open' in South Africa: has that not 
benefited the players in any sense in 
terms of promoting talent, facilities etc. 
Not yet, no. It is going to take quite a while 
N fore anything starts to happen. The 
S6 


Federation is in ^ real shambles They don’t 
really know what the hell is going on They 
don't really have that niiich money to Itelj) 
promote then schemes, so they doii l have 
any mcmey to give to their juniors lot their 
development- like sendtiig them abioad lor 
toiiriiamenls and things like that It's m a 
shambles but once they get together it is going 
to take a couple ol yeais to helj) get things back 
on tiac k and beicne the kids stait doing well 
again. 

So in a situation like this, is Wayne 
Ferreira an idol for the kids back in South 
Africa? 

It's dilfieult to say because we don’t teally 
have any tennis in South Africa. Now the kids 
are slowly moving away to other sports like 
cric ket, soccer and rugby These games arc 
played in a big way there and they are also 
watched. As far as tennis isccmcerncd, they do 
sec the odd tournament like Wimbledon and 
stuff like that. And we hardly ever play back 
home. The only time that we gel to play back 
home is during the Davis Cup. The jieople 
don't really see a future in tennis because 
there is nothing there and the people are not 
really playing. 

How would you personally analyse your 
coming into the Tour? 

1 got into the swing of things pretty early and I 
also started getting a couple of big ts ins pretty 
early on in my career. The rankings also 
started showing big jumps after 1 had finished 
playing around 10,12 and 1 5 tournaments 
and soon, I was ranked like 50.1 was just 
playing gcKKi. 1 qualified a lot, had a lot of 
confidence and felt gcMxl about myself. I was 
beating some pretty hot players and felt that 1 
really deserved to be ranked higher. I was just 
taking things week by week. Playing, winning 
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and slowly moving up. 

Forget about the way you were playing. 
Did you ever get shocked at how fast 
things were shaping up for you? 

Well, it dtdn'l really rhangf anything in me. 
But I guess that's because things happenet.' so 
quickly, there was just no time to sit down and 
think. 1 didn't really feel any diflerent. I still 
don't feel any different. 1 guess 1 started 
becoming a little more aware of things when 
my ranking hit the No 9 spot. But as long a»1 
was in the 50's things didn't really change n.e 
that much. You sec, there's not much of a big 
deal between ‘>00 and 50 as far as the way yon 
feel is concerned. But once you start getting a 


little higher, then it becomes a lot more 
difficult. 

Did you get any time to indulge in some 
self>analysis when you ranked No. 9. Or 
was it life in the fast lane? 

The ranking came pretty quickly 1 think. 1 
think I w is in a stale of shock you know. But 
now I feel that I'm slowly getting up there all 
over again. 1 started the year at 20 and now 
Tve gradually gone up to 13.1 hojK- that 1 cati 
manage to do this one step at a time-, like I'm 
doing now. 1 guess it's a belter way todo it. 

So you're basically learning what hard 
work is all about? 


1 think that all 
these rules are 
for the benefit 
of TV. It's 
more a 
question of 
making the TV 
people happy. 
Tennis today 
is being 
governed and 
run by the TV 
people 
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I wav (clHng 
you about a 
}>layer who 
4?,ocs mtv week 
.)!h 1 badly the 
nexi week, 
Sau>{>r.jv has 
beejn 

<onsisieut in 
this stnist’ 


It's tough when you come up quickly you 
see. And in a situation like that, it's difficult to 
maintain a consistency before you start going 
back down ail over again. 

Let's get down to life on the Tour. The 
fact that tennis today has become so 
ultra-competitive is illustrated by the 
fact that 17-year-old kids have started 
giving up their homes and education in 
order to travel and play the whole year 
round. Is it perhaps dinficult to be a pro 
today than when it was during the times 
of Borg or McEnroe or Cormors. Those 


guys had so much more fun. 

There arc a lot more players playing the game 
today. There arc also a Itrt more who want to 
play. And why not? It's a gtxrd life, it's a good 
sport and everybody wants to be good at it, 
therefore the competition is going to get a lot 
more difficult. f think tennis is as tough as it 
could be right now. 

But haven't the players ceased to be 
individuals? They now come across as 
more mechanical. 

But it's so professional' In the old days the 
guys played, but they also went out and 
partied together. Unlortunately, you can't do 
that anymore, it's loo professional Right now 
it's just tennis, tennis, tennis. And it's a long 
stretch because it extends for almost a year. So 
you can't really tie taking any time oil as you 
have to be dedicated lo your tennis. Life on 
the Tour is non-slop. 

So it does nut matter at all if all this 
affects your human interests. It could 
lead to burnout and stuff like that? 

Yeah, sure But you've got to Im- tarelul about 
that. Fach player or individual has got to 
approach the problem in the way he/she leels. 

What exactly is the best part of being a 
pro tennis player? 

1 mean for me, it is always the lact that 1 liked 
tennis and always wanted to play tennis. And 
I have the ability to be good and I've always 
wanted to be good and I've always wanted to 
play something. For rnc it's being able to play 
and have a job which is the kind of job that 1 
really want. It must be something that I've 
always wanted and it must be something that 
1 enjoy. That's important to rnc. 

So would I be right if I assumed that for 
you tennis is no longer a game, it's a job? 
Well, any task that you undertake in order to 
survive becomes a job, doesn't it? I mean on 
the broaderscalc, it's a sport and it will always 
Ik* a sport but you have to survive and you 
have 1.) make enough money to live; so if 
you're making money then it Irecomes a 
business. I IcKik at it as a business as far as 
surviving and having a goexi life is concerned. 
But 1 also ltK)k at tennis as a sport... as a gcxrd 
sport and something that 1 really enjoy 
playing. 

You've always been a contender as far as 
the grand slams are concerned. But 
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unfortunately, you always seem to miss 
out on winning. This is in stark contrast 
to your potential. Is this becoming a 
barrier for you as far as proving your 
worth is concerned? 

The year thai 1 reached the semi-finals of the 
AuMialian Open, 1 got lucky on the draw, I 
heal a couple of seeds and they were pretty 
giMKl seeds. But ever since then, 1 think that I 
have been pretty unfortunate as far as the 
seeding has been concerned in ihe draws that 
I've had. 

Every single grand slam that I've lost in, I ve 
almost always lost to someone who was in the 
Top 10. Every single time, except for this 
vear's U.S Open where I lost to Agassi and he 
won the tournament I mean. I'm not 
complaining about my defeats in grand slams, 

I just hojK’ that there'll he a time when 1 can 
get a lucky break and be in the right half of the 
draw, where the seeds lall out. And if I do get 
that break, I hope I can take advantage of it. 

Talking altout goals we heard Courier 
saying before the US Open how he's 
burnt out just trying to prove himself. 

And then we have Sampras saying that 
his goal is to be No. 1 as long as possible. 
What kind of goals do you have? 

Well, obviously I just want to do as well as I'm 
able to. Afte r I finish playing tennis, I must be 
in a position to say that 1 did the best 1 could. 
Irrespei'ti VC’ of how I'm ranked, I owe it to 
myself to do—and do well—what I'm capable 
of doing. 

Does it require tunnel vision in order to be 
a successful professional tennis player? 

In a way, the answer is yes. It's difficult 
because there are so many weeks and so man^ 
tournaments. It's very difficult to keep 
ycrurself motivated all the time. 1 find that the 
Tour is tcKi long. They should cut it down and 
concentrate in terms ol quality tennis rather 
than on quantity. It's tough, I don't think that 
there's anylMidy in the whole world who is 
capable of playing well, week after week. You 
go ihrotigh bad times when you have a week, 
where you're not feeling tcKi gcMid. And then 
you start mentally gearing yourscif H» start 
playing well the next week. It's tough, really 
tough to focus all the time. 


do relatively well week after week. You 
handle weeks that are bad, but you also have 
to win tournaments at a decent rate to slay in 
the Top 15 and that's not easy at all. 

There arc so many tournaments and so 
many different players winning, it's just not 
easy. If they cut the Tour down to six months 
and had quality tournaments where all the 
belter guys lake pan. Every tournament 
would then assume proportions of a grand 
slam—you would get better tennis and then 
the ranking system would also get sorted out, 
because you would get gCKMl players giving all 
that they have and they could judge for 



I think that 
Becker should 
ha ve been 
disqualified 
without a 
doubt (at 
Wimbledon). 
What he did 


them.selvcs if tliey then deserve the ranking 
that they gel. 

I personally think that there are too many 
tennis players who are flashy. They win one 
tournament and promptly lose in the first 
round of the next one. These guys get 
exaggerated rankings. Whereas if an average 
of their tournament wins are taken, they 
would probably be ranked pretty low down 
the ladder. 


was pure 
cheating. He 
knows the 
rules. I don't 
believe that he 
could not 
know of a rule 
like that 


which means that staying at the top is 
harder than getting there? 

I found it really easy to gel there. But then I 
found out that to stay at the top, you have to 


Does being a committed pro-tennis 
player ever give you the chance of being a 
regular person? I mean everyone seems 
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If the women 
want equal 
prize money 
then they have 
to play five 
sets; it's as 
simple as that. 

Why should 
we go out and 
play for four 
hours when 
Steffi Graf 
goes out and 
wins in 45 
mirujtes and 
still gets 
rnjiney? 

5 
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like in the Davis Cup - that allows a coach 
to sit beside a player at court and guide 
him throughout a match? 

No. I won't support that, t mean if you cannot 
play by yourself, then you don't deserve to 
play. It's as simple as that. If you cannot son 
out your prt'blems, if you're losing and you 
can't figure out what to do and you need 
someone to help you, then you don't deserve 
to he ranked where you are or as gcHid as you 
are. 

In the same connection: what is your 
opinion on the Becker incident at 
Wimbledon, when he took unauthorised 
treatment in the loo during a change 
over? 

1 think that Becker should have been 
disqualified without a doubt. What he did was 
pure cheating. He knows the rules. I don't 
I>elicve that he couldn't know of a rule like 
that That's the problem with the Tour you 
see; the better guys have ttx) much of a say in 
everything and they get away with anything. 
And the Becker incident supports my case. 
Becker got fined $750 for doing that, whereas 
^ 8oy got a $ 1,000 fine for swearing; I'm not 


sure what his ranking was, but I think that 
what Becker did was ridiculous and he should 
have got disqualified. 

Let's talk about the women's tour. Till 
around last year, it was getting fairly 
predictable with Steffi winning 
everything in sight. 1994 has made the 
Tour a little more open in a sense. Do you 
think that women tennis players are 
justified when they want equal prize 
money? 

If they want equal pn/e money then they 
have to jilay five sets- It's as simple as that. The 
grand slams are the only tournaments where 
they sometimes gen equal money. Yei they 
play three sets and we play five They get 
equal money fur playing less Why should we 
go out and play lor four hours when Steffi 
Graf goes out and wins in 45 miruiies6-0, 6-0 
m the first three, four rounds and still gel 
equal money. I think it's ridiculous! 


How do you explain the fact that 
Sampras has opened up the widest lead 
in the history of the ATP rankings. Isn't it 
demorali.sing for aspiring No. I's? 

Well, I was telling you about a player, who 
does well one wec‘k and badly the next week. 
Ivanisevic is a good example. I mean he's so 
flashy: he wins seven tournaments and loses 
in the first round of seven. Sampras lias been 
pretty consistent in this sense. Michael Stich is 
like Ivanisevic— not consistent. So Sampras 
deserves to he ahead of these guys because 
he's a lot more consistent. 

A couple of years back, you were 
considered to be a potential threat. 

Now you're, ranked No. 13. In this 

respect, do you feel that the best of you 
is still to come? 

Right now, I think that I'm playing a lot belter 
and a lot more consistently. The year I got to 
No. 9 was the year that 1 played really well. 
Last year, I had one or two good tournaments 
but also couple of bad ones. This year. I've 
won three tournaments and that's the best 
that I've done so far. I would say that I'm 
becoming a lot more consistent slowly but 
surely in my results. I also feel that the way 
I’ve been playing is as good now as it was a 
couple of years ago. Last year, was a pretty bad 
year, but I managed to look at it as a sort of 
learning experience. But pow I'm getting into 
things and I personally feel that my best is yet 
to come from now onwards. • 
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PERSONAL ITY 


Right now, I 
think that I'm 
playing a lot 
better and a 
lot more 
consistently. 
This year, I've 
won three 
tournaments 
and that's the 
best that I've 
done so far. I 
personally feel 
that my best is 
yet to come 
from now 
onwards 


to be pretty programmed as far as 
leading their lives is concerned? There 
seem to be rules that govern everything 
that you do. When do you get to be a 
normal person? 

You don't really get time lor ail that. Like the 
programme for the entire year is too long, so 
you don't get time for all that. You can take 
time off but then again you lose out. 

To be frank, tennis players today are like 
puppets because they are constantly told 
what to do. And there are khi many 
tournaments that we are told to play not out 
of choice but out of designatmn. So even if 
you want time off, the programme makes sure 
that yoti can't do that. 

The rules are perhaps too one-sided? 
There are a lot of things that the players don't 
really have a say in, like which tournaments 
you can play in and which one's you can't. 

But then on the flip side, all this has 



made you rich? 

Oh sure. But I don't really play tennis to make 
a lot of money. I play because I enjoy playing 
it. 1 wanted to play tennis my whole life. I 
wanted to win tournaments and do the best I 
can. If 1 make $ 1,000 or a million, I just want 
to be able to play tennis but be able to survive. 
1 probably make a lot more money than I 
should but many other sportsmen make a lot 
mote in theirs. 

Let's go back to the Tour. Do you agree 
with the claim that 'Tennis is getting 
boring'? That the remedies imposed are 
justified. 

Well if you had less tournaments and each 
time you played in one you gave your best 
effort, then you would get a lot more fighting 
tennis. 1 don't think that tennis is getting 
bonng. In fact, it's the same as it was a couple 
of years ago. And I disagree when they say 
that the points get over a lot quicker. That is 
only true when your're playing on grass, and 
other than Edberg, no one is the complete 
serve and vollcyer. Most of the guys today 
play from the baseiirie, so you get giKid tennis 
and the public get to see a lot more jKiinis. 

So as a top player are you satisfied with 
the rules that govern the game today? 

I think that if they want to make the game 
exciting then the rules that govern the game 
today don't make it exciting at ail. 1 think the 
rules are ridiculous. They're stupid 
because they don't really go towards making 
better tennis. 

I think that all these rules are for the benefit 
of TV. It's more a question of making the TV 
people happy. Tennis today is being governed 
and run by tlie TV people. 

So you're saying that this change is 
media-oriented? 

Totally. Every lime we've got to go onto the 
court at a certain lime. We've got to wail for 
the TV, we have to get up on a changeover a 
little bit later tiecause the TV are on a 
commercial break. Stuff like that. 

And ritfW suddenly we get 20 seconds 
instead of 25 seconds between points because 
the TV don't want to wait. And 1 think that is 
ridiculous! We're not playing for the TV. Most 
players are unhappy, specially with the 20 
second rule. I don't think most players arc too 
happy with that. 

Would you be for a rule in the Tour - just 
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TITLE, THE TOTAL ZONE 
AUTHOR; MARTINA NAVRATILOVA 
PUBLISHER VILLARD BOOKS 
302 PAGES. SZ1 

IMBLKDON. An elegant 
Mage for murder in 
anyttne’s book, it is 
especially stimulating when handled 
by an insider. Set within the theater of 
the prolessioiial tennis circuit, 77ie 
rofa/2ofie(Villdrd Books, 302 pages, 
$ 21 ) IS tagged as the first of a series of 
Jordan Myles mysteries. Author 
doubles team Martina Navratilova 
and Li/ Nickles provide a suspenseful 
tale ol abuse and murder. 

Physical therapist Jordan Myles, 
formerly ranked No. 3 on women's 
pro tour, uses her tennrs community 
tontacts and a bit of sports science 
medicine m tracking a missing player. 
Audrey Armat, a troubled 
sixteen- year old teen queen, 
di-sappears from a sports clinic. Jordan 
IS blamed by the girl's domineering 
parents and tfie clinic faces a certain 


public relations disaster, prompting 
Jordan to set off on a transatlantic 
mission to find the whiz kid. Jordan's 
own welfare is in jeopardy when her 
sleuthing gets dangerously close to 
the truth, ffer cohort Noel Fisher, a 
colourful private investigator who 
IS more ordinary than the former 
policeman/Green Berci/inventor that 
he is, adds comic relief with his 
uncanny knack forgocKi timing. 

Jordan's muse on her own playing 
days arc like glimpses inlo Manilla's 
soul: "Nobody could relate to me 
without tennis. Nobody uiiderstands 
what it's like. Normal, layman things 
don't have any value or respect in that 
world. In pro tennis, you go to an 
international press conference every 
day, but in real life, who's listening to 
you?" A defeat years ago in a 
Wimbledon final hangs over lier, and 
alludes m the pressure point that 
snaps Audrey's life: "In the game of 
tennis, the momentum can shift in 
one or two fwints. I broke my 
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conccntration...and I couldn't get 
back in the zone. For the record, f lost 
2-6, 6-3, 6-2." (For the record, 

Martina beat Chris Fvert f.loyd in the 
1985 final, 4 6 , 6-3. 6-2.) 

While It's not a true roman a clef. 
the bcKik is spiced with tidbits of real 
players and fans. Jordan offers tips for 
travelling with a small dug (Martina 
travels extensively with one). The 
behind-the-scenes material—from 
customizing racketsand prcma'cti 
rituals, to the wretched conditions at 
Flushing Meadow (and that's just lor 
the players!), almost rationalize the 
pressure, the greed, and the deceit. If 
there are a few nils to pick, it's that the 
errors in syntax are annoying, the 
weighty exposition occasionally bogs 
down the pace, and a few minor 
characicrs are fiard to keep straight. 
But the plot isdanng and twisting, and 
the background details of the Grand 
Slam tournaments are engrossing. 

The style is evident of Liz Nickles' 
last novel. Baby Baby, which was 
witty and entertaining, while it also 
contains the introspection found,in 
Martina's 1985 autobiography, 
Martina, which was a bestseller. The 
TotalZonehas that 'in the kitchen" 
feel of the pro tennis life, an insight 
that would be difficult, if not 
downright impossible, to be written 
by anyone who has not been there, 
seen it, felt it, and done it. 

Paul Fein 


TITLE: RECORD KAPIL DEV 
AUTHOR: HARiPRASAO 
CHAHOPADHYAY 
PUBLISHER: BARNONA. 

102 PAGES. RS. 20.00 

Seasoned siatistidan Hariprasad 
Chattapodhyay has brought out a 
book that contains 
aimprehensive statistics on the 
career of the great all-rounder. 0 
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PRIME SPORTS THIS 

and finals). Tiaiijing, Sub- i 


nuoMukhcriee Cup loot- i Trophy-East vs Snulti. 

ball, Delhi. I Bihar; B West vs Central. 

OC I. 20: Asian table ten- I Orissa: Madrid Open 

nis (women's doubles ; goll. Puctro tie Kierro. 

semis fj final), Tianjing; | OCT. 24 Durand Cup, 

Subnito Mukherjee <;up ! Delhi, Danish Ojien lud- 

fcKitball. Delhi; Durand niinton. Esbjerg. 

Cup, Delhi, West Indies OCT 2S' Duleep, 

vs India onc-dayer, Btmi- TrO))hy-Easi vs South, 

bay; Madrid 0|H-n golf. Biliar, b West vs Central 

Puetro de Hierro. (Orissa). Danish Open 

OCT. 21- Durand t up, ! badminion, lisbjerg, 

Delhi; Subroto Mukher- Durand Cup, Delhi, 

jee Cup ftHUball, iielhi Aiisiralian Cricket Hoard 

Madrid 0[H-n golf. Chairman XI vs I'ngland, 

Puctro de Hierro I Perth 

Ort 22- Durand Cup, | OCT.2fc. Duleep Trophy- 

Delhi; Madrid Open goll, r hasl vs South. Bihar h 

Puetro de Hierro. Nation- West vs (.eniral, tirissa, 

al s!x stage road rate Danish Open badiiiin- 

(nieo), London : ton, fcsberj, Durand Cup. 

0< I 2J: Diiiaiitf Cup, j Delhi; niangiilar senes- 

Delhi. Iiiaiigular senes- | New Zealand vs West 

Wesi Indies vs India, I Indies, (loa 

Madras; Deodhar S OCT, 27; Duleep Trophy 


Watch out lor the superhike action front Philip Island 



East vs Stiulh. Bihar fi lilting, Rome, Greeo- 

Wesl vs Central Orissa: Roman World Cup, 

Volvo Masters goll. Solo- Katskamat (Hungary) 

grande. Duranil Cu|>, OCl. >0 Volvo Masters 

Delhi, Wesleiti Australia goll, Sotograiide; 

vs England, (d/ll) Perlh, Western Australia vs 

European wonien's England, Perth; Creeo 

weightlifting, Rome Roman Woiltl Cup, 

Two East Bengal piayeis doing the victory lap with the Durand Cup 
and Sbiuila Trophy 



OCT. 28 Duleep Ilopliy- Katskainai. r utopeaii 

East vs South, Bihai h women's weightlifting. 

West vs Central, Oriss.i, Rome. Durand (hip. 

Volvo Masters golf. Solo- Delhi. Triangular series- 

grande. Eiiio|>eaii India vs West Indies, 

women's weighlhriing, Kanpur 

Rome, Durand Cup, OCT il. Western Aus- 

Delhi; Triaiigulai series- tralia vs England, Perth, 

India vs New Zealaiul, Durand Cup, Delhi 

Ahmedahad. NOV. 1. Deodhar 

0(1 2V: DiileeiiTropliy- Trophy-hasi vs West, 

East vs South, Bihar h Bihai fr North vs Central. 

West vs Central, Orissa; Assam; Durand Cup. 

Volvo Masiers goll, Soltp Delhi; Western Australia 

grande; Wesierii Aiistra- vs E.ngland, Perth, 'Tri- 

lia vs Hiigobid. Penh, angular series-New Zea- 

Diirand Cup, Delhi, Euro- land vs West Indies, 

pean women's weight- Cuwaliali. 
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FORTNIGHT 

mwMS EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 
ujLuki 

VOl.VO MASrKRS. Prime Sports livcpolf iovi-ia>;e moves to 
Valderramiiid. Solograitde. where almost all lop players will 
vie lor lop honours Collin Motnogomeiie won the 
lournanieiil last yeai. Will he have the luck this tune? So 
tune in to Prime Sports Irom day one-. 27ili to iOlh at 7.^0 pm 

US PGA TOUK, lODR < HAMPIONSHIP; 

Join Prune Sports lor eonliniied live and same day delayed 
coverane of the loiirnamenl with its telec ast of day one 
through four Irom the PCiA Tour Championship at the 
Olympic Cluh in San Franriseo Calilornia Jim Gallagher Jr. 
will defend his title against some of the world's toughest 
gollers and his share of the IJ.SJ 1,000,000 in pri/e money 
Prune's leleeast lees oil on Friday, (Jetoher 2Xlli at 9.10 p. m. 

StlPFRBlKE WOKLU C.UAMPJONSHIP: 

Join Prime Sports'.lonathan Green and Clive Janices McNeil for 
eontiniiing Superhike S(>eitaeular. This Chanipionsliip visits 

I a circuits with each stop hosting two races which holli count 
towards the Chanipic>nshi|i. This week track at tion gels 
underway from PViilip Island, Australia on Sunday, Oclober 
JOtli at 12 noon, 

SOIf FR 

Wednesday 19 Fiithol Mondial at 9 MIpiii, 4, tOam and lOam 
Friday 21 Asian I'cHithall Show at J. JO pm 
Saluiday 22- Asian Football Show at <> am and Furoi>ean 
Soccer Show at 4 10 pm Sunday 21' F.iiropc'an SiKcer Show at 

II 10 pm C liinese Soc cei Marlboro l< ague at S pm 
Moiidav2'l Chinese Soccer Marlboro league at lam and I 10 
pm f iiiopean Soccer Show at 6.10 pm 

Tuesday 2S Chinese Soccei Matlboro Fcsigueai 10|)m and 
Fulbol Mondial at 4 pm 

Wednesday 26 l-utbol Miiiidial at 9,10 pm and 9 am. Chinese 
ScHcei Marlboro Feagiie at S pm 

rhiosday 27 ( hinese Soccer Marlhoio I eagiie at I am and 9 
am 

Friday28 Asian I ootball Show .n t 10 pin 

Saturday 29- Asian Football Show at '> 10 pin and 7 10 am 

Fiiropean Soccer Show at 4 10 pm 

Sunday 10 I-.iircuHsiii Soccer Show at 4 10 am and Chinese 
Soccer Marlboro league at 1 pm 

Monday II (Chinese Soccer MaiIhoro league at 1 10 pm and 



Volvo Mastois: Can Collin MoMogooierie retain the title? 


European Sck ter Show at H. 10 pm 
WWF; 

Friday 21 ■ Wre,,llmg Spotlight at 2 10 pm 

Saturday 22. Wrestling Spotlight at 00 10am and S am. Mama 

at S.lOpm 

Sunday 21; Wrestling Mania at 00.10 am 

Friday 28. Wrestling Spoilighi at 2.10 pm 

Saturday 29. Wresifing Spullighi at I am and Mania at S. 10 pni 

Sunday 10'Wrestling Mania at lam 

Monday 11; Wrestling Mania at 5.10 pm 




I T is customary for juurnalLsts 
assigned to cover an Asian 
Games, to visit the Indian 
preparautry camps prit)r to the 
Games. In a way, it is also a sort of 
'preparation' for the journalists 
themselves, to catch up on the news, 
{Ktlitics and form of the Indian 
contingent. 

Of course, with India's medal count 
dwindling with every passing Games, 
many journalists don't think it worth 
their while travelling to Bangalore or 
Patiala or Delhi to check out the 
preparations of our sportsjx’rsons. 

1 rememlHrr the lime a colleague 
and myself took the long hard road to 
Patiala prior to the 1986 Seoul Asiad 
lo gear ourselves for the impending 
foreign assignment. It was still 
summer and the political situation in 
Punjab was as hot as the sun at 
that part of the year. Throwing 
caution to the winds, we decided to 
take a Haryana State transport bus 
from Delhi to Patiala. The wtxKlcn 
seats—in which we sat two is to 
one—and the heal were not as 
troublesome as the thought of 
terrorists stopping our bus and going 
on a shooting spree. Fortunately, the 
t>nly slop the bus made was when 
anned policemen Ixiarded it to check 
the passengers. Needless to add that 
many a heart skipped a lK.-al wften the 
driver pulled up on a desolate stretch 
of n>ad. 

After spending three days at NIS 
Patiala—ycs,we even lived witli the 


athletes—we left with not much to 
write home about. All wc heard was 
how ftMTUssed all ottr stHut.spcrsons 
were and how most t)f them were 
"medal prospects." Had even half of 
thtjse 'prospeds' lived up to their 
pre-Games billing, India would not 
have ended up with 20 medals less 
than the Delhi Asian Games tally four 
years earlier. 

Of course, there were some stories 
to tell all right, like how the Indian 
team were forced to practise on an 
astroturf surface that was as bald as 
Amrisli Puri's head. Moreover, the 
uncertain political atmosphere in 
Punjab meant no other team was 
prepared to travel to Patiala to provide 
the national team decent opposition 
during practice. The only team that 
could do so was the Namdhari Sikh 
team who were based there. The only 
positive result of this was that the 
Namdhari's, being exposed to 
superior opposition, improved 
beyond recognition so much so that 
they are today a team to reckon with 
in Indian hcKkey. The Indian team for 
their pan ended up with the bronze 
medal at Seoul and won the wtMHfen 
spoon derby at the London World (mp 
which followed the Asiad. 

There has licen, over the years, so 
much criticism about our system of 
prolonged training camps, which, 
instead of sharpening our 
sportspeople, actually blunt their 
competitiveness. Yet to our 
amazement we found that many 

CMnooN BY lunHuncARoozo 



sportsi>ersons actually liked spending 
time in these camps. As one official 
told us, "The food they get here, they 
wouldn't even dream of at home." 

In fact, it was quite an experience 
sitting with different sportsmen and 
women and sharing a meal with 
them. Since the only exercise my 
colleague and myself had was 
walking from one training centre to 
another within the campus, there was 
no way we could even dream of 
finishing what was put on our plates. 
Fventually we decided to share one 
"thali" f<»r every meal. 

There were some lesser built 
athletes who were in the same boat as 
us, but unlike us they forwarded what 
they couldn't consume lo one giant 
shot putter who demolished 
everything that came his way. His 
colleague—a weightlifter turned shot 
putter—wasn't so bad, but he 
compensated by carrying off a 
container of milk from the canteen 
after every meal. This he would 
consume m the course of the 
day—until the next meal came along. 

But the story of stories concerned a 
wrestler who was iip|xrd as being a 
possible 'gold medal prospect'. One 
morning while we conversed with the 
coach of the wrestling squad, we 
inquired about our 'hot shot'. We 
were told that he had sent a message 
that he was sick and would not come 
in for training as he was resting in his 
room. 

l.aier, that evening, as the sunset on 
the Maharajah's palace that is now the 
NIS Patiala, we look a stroll around 
the campus. The serene silence was 
shattered by the sound of a 
motorcycle racing down the jiath on 
which we walked. We turned around 
to look. The rider was none other than 
the 'sick' wrestler. He whizzed past us 
as wc walked towards the gate of the 
premises. Once outside we decided to 
go across to the 'chaa 'shop for a cuppa. 

There, surrounded by a group of 
friends, was our wrestler. Tea cup in 
hand and smile on his face, it seemed 
as if the only sickness he was suffering 
from was 'verbal diarrhdea'. 

Gold medal! You cannot be serious!- 
Andy O'Brien 
























Watch the life and times of the 


stars of the 555 Subaru World 
Rally Team. Possum Bourne 
and Richard Burns show you 
their life on and off the track. 

SEATBELTS BLEASE. WE’RE 

DRIVING THROUGH A RALLY 

CHAMBION’S LIFE. 



AS TEN YOUR 


Find out what motivates them, 
what relaxes them, what 
keeps them going. On Zee TV 
on 8th November 4.30 pm. Your 
television just might do the 
wheelies. Other World Rally 
episodes will be telecast on 
Zee TV on 4 Dec. 4.30 pm and 
1st January 1995 4.30 pm. 




(Please reconfirm with Zee TV schedule for exact dates and timing s.) 



_ CONTE NTS _ 

2-15thNov, 1994. Volume 15.1ssue28. An Ananda Bazar Publication Rs. 12.00 



4 

THE BRIAN LARA STORY 

Everything you wanted to know 
about the West Indian batting 
sensation 

20 

THE SILENT SAMURAI 

The West Indian captain, 
Courtney Walsh lets his bowling 
do the talking 

54 

SKID ROW 

India's performance at the 
Hiroshima Asian Games was 
disappointing, as usual. Novy 
Kapadia analyses the reasons 
why 


COVER TRANSPARENCY BY 
PATRICK EAGAR AND 
POSTER TRANSPARENCY BY 
PRADEEP MANDHANI 



19 

READERS'QUIZ 

26 

DRESSED TO THRILL 

32 

SWISS MISS: MARTINA 
HINGIS 

36 

CRICKET INDEX 

40 

GARY LINEKER RETIRES 

44 

NEWS IN PICTURES 

46 

FOCUS ON SEVE 
BALLESTEROS 

48 

PROFILE OF DAVID GOUGH 

51 

CARTOON CORNER 

66 

FREEWHEELING 


EdRon Mansur AR Khan Pataudi 

publtficd tor Awidi Bnar PiHti Ud. 
ty8tpiKiniarBMuandpiMK]«M|Mwal 
ea9PMJhaatarSM.Ctotoutta-700001 
AfwrdiaigatorSrfrugarandExOaHanl 
TitounZOpato*; 

North EMtom StoiM ZS ptoM 







When a company deeelt^y^wer 4<H> 
different (ubricamta Md greaaas^ it dfMomH 
merely remain an o0 con^my, ti baBOynee the 
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Today, one out of every iwo va WcfeS fr i 
India runs on me lubrtemtei. UMO's 
advanced fadmoio^ Ooaa way iMyond oars, 
mntoreyt^ea, acoemet wi$, ie^, tnjicks, 
. buses end traetm. What goes Mo year car ^ 
acbiMybmkdjikMfng three bebMfmnodifs 
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BYANDY03RIEN _ 

“'These are times of major sedad, 
poMticalandrnilitarYs^mcance. 
Cricket history too is made cm a scale 
seidhm knovm before."—David Frith, 
Editor, Wisden Cricket Monthly. 


A. 


couple of months ago, 
iVisden Cricket Monthly 
did something 
unprecedented in Us 


ibrii': 
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fifteenth year, 182 issue presti^ous 
history by featuring Brian Lara on its 
cover for the second conseqitive 
month running. 

Couldn't be helped really, for what 
were the odds of one individual 
breaking two of the most dierished 
batting records in cridcM within a 
span of two months? Frcdiabiy as 
much chance as I have of becoming 
the Pope. 

Yet, barely a few weeks after 




\ 


spankingihe Ei^ttsh lM>*<4enf^ 
hipest 1\est soon of 375, leadied 
for tfie record books • second time 
when he hit SOI runsat jBdgbaston, • 

the highest score in the history td the 
first class game. Apart frcmi that, Iw hit 

a century on (M>ut lor his county 
Warwidcshireand followed up adth 
eight more. In total, he scored more 
than 2000 runs in Bi^jland this 

sununer at almost a run a ball. 

But among ali these adtievements, 
the 375 is the most precious to Lara. 
"It was a special moment forme, the 
best day of my life," he said, "I know 
what ihave achieved. 1 have beaten afl 
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"You've got to 
realise that I still 
have to fulfil my 
promise. I would 
like to establish 
myself in Test 
cricket. I want to 
manage a consistent 
level of 

performance. Iff 
manage .to break a 
record or two on the 
way, that's fine, but 
it's not my main 
objective.".„Lara 


the basuneswho haveptayedin ^ 
past." ■iy;:;:.,, . 

He lat^a^out his nervousness afo» 
he ended theday'spiay, of the 
A^Ugua Test, 46 runs short of 5<d>ers' 
record."Iw^eupat4'a.m.Inihe 
mominganii couldn't $o bade to 
sleep. I kept batting the innings u) njy 
mind over and over again," he 
declared, adding, "but when it did 
happen, it took some time to sink in." 

Not that Lara has too mud) time fo 
allow thiiigs to set in,for once the 
tamasha over his arrival in En^and 
was over, he was at it again. Yet he ‘ 
admits that the pressure was different 
during the 501. "I wasn't really 
nervous, though there was a little 
extra pressure but it wasn't a Test 


., 1 , 






C O V E R STORY 



match. 1 guess that was the 


Lara recalls once 
answering a 
question as to what 
else he wanted, 
with; ''What do I 
want? I just want 
my life back. 
Obviously there are 
no regrets, but in a 
way I would like to 
have established 
myself first. It all 
happened so fast 
that it was very 
scary." 


difference." Which brings us to the 
point about the pressure he has been 
under since then—the pressure to 
perform up to people's expectations. 

"I know people are expecting more 
records from me. I am sure that all 
over the tvorld people expect a special 
level of performance from me now," 
he recognises. "I'll just have to take it 
stride by stride, try to handle all the 
attention." 

And if you think that these words 
are examples of success going to a 
young man's head, then you are 
wrong, for success has not blurred 
Lara's sights. "You've got to realise 
that Istili have to fuinil my promise, t 
would just like to establish myself in 


Test crideet. I want to manage a ■ 
conristent level of performance. If I 
manage to break a reemd or two on 
the way, that's fine, but it's not my 
main <*jeaive." 

That's not very good news for 
bowlers around the world. But maybe 
there is some htqjc for them. At least 
Martin Johnson, cricket writer for the 
Independent thinks so, when he 
recently wrote tongue in check: “It 
transpires that Lara has a film like 
impediment on both eyes which will 
shortly require a minor operation. So 
there it is. Once Lara can see properly, 
he should develop into a fairly handy 
player." 

"FnTffving us so much pleasure by his 






HE LEGEND CONTINUES 
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briUiance, LaM desaves to be JeS in 
peace ''—^ScyW Berry in The Sunday 
Telegraph. 

Success they say does have its 
negative shk and as Lara found out 
suddenly his life and him had become 
public property... up for sale to the 
highest bidder. His hatful of runs were 
Dvorth a fortune and graduafiy the 
marketing men became the ones, 
setting the high targets. Hist it was 
past 375. which was converted into 
£250.000. Suddenly Lara was 
everywhere, from exhibitions and 
charities to fashion, ^ones; T-shirts, 
soh drink& videos, sporting 
equipment, sunglasses, you name it, 
he was there. 


While it was good to see a cricketer 
getting his due for his achievements, it 
was sad that for those moments at 
least, the beauty of Lara's batting 
became seamdary to his status as an 
instant investment op^tominity. 

Lara recalls once answering the 
questitm as to what else he wanted, 
with: "What do I want? I just want to 
get my life; back. "Obviously there are 
no regrets, butina way Iwould like to 
have e^Mished myself first: It all 
iuqtpened so fast that it was scary, 
very scary, h was as if life was passing 
me by—in a haze," be admitted. 

Maybe Lara may ^rce to what 
GeoS Boycott had to say about the 
sudden rise to fame: "We've ail Said 
that this kid is an emlnroyonic great 


player. Maybe greatness has come a 
bh quicker than we imagined." But 
Lara'sphllostqihy for the future is 
very dar: "Every innli^ starts at 
zero. My aim is to build an innings 
lasting as long as possible and helping 
my team to wn matches." Simfde 
logic, which Lara's magic can turn into 
reality. 

"To be honest, if 1 didn’t have parents 
who made sure I was straight. I 
honestly thtnk ! would have gone 
down the wrong road." —^Lara. 

For someone like Lara, who grew up 
surrounded by a youth culture 
polluted by drugs and crime, life couU 
well have been very different. 
Although Lara grew up in a loving 
middle class home with parents who 
believed in God and discipline, many 
of his friends lived on the wilder side 
and have ended up as petty criminals. 

"You can always tell kids to do this 
and not do that," Lara says, "but ytm 
really need strong parents. 1 think I 
had enough sense not to go wrong, 
but it is the easy way out, the easy 
thing to do. As soon as your friends 
become more influential than your 
parents, 

you will go down with them. 1 sec 
some of those friends today, and I 
think that 1 was lucky to have such 
parents and I was iudiy to be able to 
playcridket." 


He talk<i about his 
nervousness after 
he ended the day's 
play of the Antigua 
Test 46 runs short of 
Sobers' record. "I 
wokeupat4a.ni. in 
the morning and 
couldn't go back to 
sleep," he declared, 
adding, "but when 
it did happen, it 
took some time to 
sink in." 













Though there were times when he 
used to sneak out of the house—and 
even rob small amounts of money — 
to party the night away, cricket was 
always Lara's passion. 

At the age of t hree his elderbrother 
— he has 10 brothers and sisters — 
made him a bat in a mechanic shop 
and of a block of wood. Lara would use 
that to play with the unripe oranges 
his mother would throw away. When 
he had no one to bowl to him, he 
would walk across to the fruit 
plantations nearby and request the 
fruit pickers to throw oranges at him. 

"There were a few times when 
Brian sent an orange crashing 
through people's windows," his 
mother Pearl recalled recently. Later, 
Lara's elder sister, Agnes gave him his 
first proper bat and encouraged him to 
play the game seriously. But it was his 
late father Bunty who encouraged his 
youngest son to go for the big time. He 
drove the boys to their matches and 
then cheered him on when Brian 
played. 
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INNINGS BY INNINGS 
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COVER STOR Y 



Ttie Lara's still have their neat 
bungalow in the Santa Cruz valley of 
Trinidad. After his record breaking 
summer, the run machine returned 
home, "mainly to sec mom." He could 
easily have chosen to parade through 
the streets playing the big hero. But 
that's not his style. Instead he picked 
up a home made bat and played some 
tennis ball cricket with local 
youngsters. 

"People came around to 
congratulate, but there was no party. 
We are not party people," his mother 
had said of that visit. Lara in fact, 
treated his mother to her first visit to 
England taking her to see him play in 
the Benson and Hedges Cup Final. 

Of course, tlicre was no need for her 
to provide the oranges this time. 

"The only problem with genius is 
living up to the billing. But Lara looks 
to have durability and I'm sure we 'll 
be bearing plenty more about him." 
Ted Dexter 

Lara's left handed elegance has a 


solidity which prompted Gary Sobers 
to say after he broke his record. "A 
better player could not have broken it. 
To me Lara is the only batsman today 
who plays the game the way it is 
supposed to be played. He never uses 
his pads but hits the ball with the bat. 
It's a pride and joy to watch him play." 

How do you ask someone like Lara 
which bowler he fears the most. 

Stupid question really but he has 
plenty of praise for leg spinners— 
especially Mushtaq Ahmed. 

"He is a brilliant attacking bowler 
with plenty of options. I would rather 
face Shane Wame, who possibly spins 
the ball more, than face Mushtaq, 
who is equally etfertive in one day 
cricket." 

And does Lara intend to continue 
tormenting the bowlers of this world? 
"I'm only 25, he says, "And 1 must try 
my best to keep going and to improve. 
I will be aiming to beat my records and 
I think 1 can do it one day." 

Sound, sensible words from a 
young man at ease with himself, but 
not full of himself. • 





Delight your belovtxl with youruilelleefual 
streak 

Astound friends with infotammentat your 
fingertips 

Shock your parents by pretending to read 
a book. 

Read it any which way you can (start m the 
middle if you like). 

Mug the records (great reference for 
exams). 

Be the centre of attraction at parties with 
your infostock. 

Space is running out. For 8000 more 
reasons, read the book. 
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VARIETY 


UNITED WE STAND, 
DIVIDED WE.. 


Y ou must have seen the short dip 
propagating national integration 
that PMG produced with the help of 
the Indian cricket team. While that 
brilliant 'commerdal' for communal 
harmony may have been a trifle 
theatrical, it is not very far off the 
mark with reality. If you are privileged 
to interact with the members of the 
Indian cricket you will soon realise 
how even without consciously doing 
so, they portray the image of national 
integration. They come from so many 
different backgrounds, regions, and 
even religions. Yet they manage to 
hold their unity together. The 
Maharashtrians in the team may 
prefer to speak in Marathi but are ever 
willing to break out in Punjabi if they 
are with colleagues from the north. 

Which brings me to the point of this 
story. I recall reading recently that Bal 
Thackeray accused the Indian skipper 
of deliberately not scaring when 
playing against Pakistan. It's not that 
we intend giving Mr Thackeray's 
verbal rubbish any dignity or publicity 
here. We just want to say how 
Mohammad Azharuddin just 
happens to be the perfect ambassador 
for national integration this country 
can have. 

He has won this slot in the eyes of 
the public not only through his 
batting and other cricketing prowess, 
but also because of his behaviour— 
the way he handles himself in public. 
So it comes as no surprise even in the 
midst of communal tensions that 
Azhar is probably the most popular 
cricketer in India at present. 

A mere appearance at the nets must 
or a g(M)d pick up and throw during 
praoice is rewarded by loud applause 
from spectators. 

And yet, there was a lime when 
people even accused hi m of having 
sinister motives by wearing the green 
(a colour not really associated with 
India) helmet he used to wear and bat 
in earlier In his career. Perhaps those 
who accused him did so because their 
jealousy resembled the colour of the 
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helmet. Well if they weren't jealous 
then, they ought to be now. For, as 
one fan put It, Azhar is 'Mr India'. 

Take that and smoke It in your pipe 
Mr Thackeray! 


AJIT, HAVE A HEART' 


T alking about player popularity, 
it is being said that Kapil Dev, by 
extending his career, is actually 
damaging his ratings. It is a known faa 
that Kapil's popularity meant he 
couldn't be dropped from the.team. 
His injury was a good excuse to hide 
behind. Moreover his performance in 
the Faridabad one-dayer didn't do his 
case any good—with the seleaors and 
the public. 

Rumour had it that Kapil had 
triginally planned to announce his 
retirement on the eve of the final of 
the Wills World Series in Calcutta. But 
with the chances of him playing in 
that final as good as zero, it was ail but 
accepted that Kapil's only place 
during that final would be in the 
television box as a World Tel 
commentator. 

No wonder AJit Wadekar finds the 
humour when you phone him and 
ask how he is, "My knee. Oh, sorry my 
heart, is doing well," he says with a 
dose of sarcasm. 


IF YOU’VE GOT IT. 
FLAUNT IT! 


S o what's with V'liod Kambli's 
new Kojak look? Or is it a la Syed 
Kirmani? For like Kiri, Kambli isn't 
ashamed of his bald plate. Most others 
would wear a cap to hide it, but not 
Vinod. He’s quite proud of it and even 
flaunts it. And why not? 

But why the sudden urge to go bald 
and beautiful? "Just a change of 
scene," says the flashy lefthander, his 
golden earring now more prominent 
against his baldness. "Also my hair 
was falling and a new growth is always 
a thick growth," he explains before 
propagating the same to yours truly. 

"At my age and with my receding 
hairline, that's a risk. It might not 
grow back at all," is how we got out of 
that suggestion. 
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HOWZZAT? 


A dvice is turning up from all sides 
for Nayan Mongiaas regards his 
appealing techniques. Actually most 
of the talk is coming from the 'phoren' 
experts. One of them criticised the 
Indian wicketkeeper saying he 
seemed to be going the Kiran More 
way: overdoing the appealing bit. 

One West Indian well - wisher told 
Mongia that if he gained a reputation 
of being a prolific appealer, that 
reputation would always precede him 
and umpires wouldn't take him 
seriously. He cited the example of 
Derek Murray who would force the 
umpire to think again every time he 
appealed. 

On the flip side is present Aussie 
wicketkeeper Ian Healey who has 
earned himself the name 'cheaty 
Healey', who has a well orchestrated 
chorus of slip fielders supporting him. 

Fortunately the young handsome 
gloveman from Bar^tda has the 
maturity to curb those instinas that 
arise when adrenalin begins to pump 
excessively in the veins. How is thatl 


TICKET TO RIDE 


B umped into former Tamil Nadu 
Test spinnei turned umpire. The 


day betorc the inaugural Wills World 
Series match at Madras. Venkat 
seemed very concerned that the main 
clock at Chepauk was on a go slow', 
20 minutes to be exact and that was to 
keep the official time during the 
India-West Indies match. 

Apparently the clock was out of 
synch because the stadium 
ex|ierienced several unscheduled 
power cuts over the two days leading 
up to the match. 

Any guesses why? Of course power 
shortages are no new phenomenon in 
Indian cities now, but power shortage 
was not the problem in this case. 

The shortage was of some other 
kind; match tickets. Obviously some 
Tamil Nadu Electricity Board officer 
wasn't too pleased with the quota of 
tickets. 

The vengeance was so intense that 
Venkat even suggested connecting 
the stadium clock to a generator to' 
avoid any embarrassment. 

But the ultimate solution was far 
more simple. A few more tickets were 
sent over to the TNEB and obviously 
there were no more power shortage 
thereafter. 

Such is the 'power' of cricket 
match tickets. 

By Andy O' Brian on tour with the Indian 
cricket team 


17 





Ensure with Children’s College and Career Fund 

Investment in UTI's CCCF helps you meet mounting educational 
expenses, and to achieve your child's career dreams. 


HIGHLIGHTS 


• An open-ended scheme. • Scheme for children up to IS years. • Each unit of Rs 10, 
minimum investment of Rs 2000, and in multiples of Rs 1000 thereafter. • Growth of the 

fund will be credited to investors' accounts periodically in the form of bonus units. 

• Partial withdrawal allowed twice eveiy year - 50% at 18 years’ age. with an additional 

10% every year up to age 23 years. • Provision to nominate alternate child. 


UNTTTRUST 

OF INDIA 

For your hoO^ tom o rrow . 
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Am CAl^R ruwD 
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READERS' 

uiz 


5 In the 1980 Jubilee 
• Test at Bombay, 
between India and 

Maradom: alt bit efiortt CMm to 


England, the second day 
was declared a rest day. 
Why? 

Mialhe'SOWorMCiw 


QUESTIONS 


1 Which bowler took 
a 5 wickets conced ing 
only one run in a one-day 
international match? 

2 Name the only 
a ferna le a thlete ever 
to have a street named after 
her in Paris? 

3 Which player won 
a 14 consecutive 
matches in the '94 US 
Open (Ijwn Tennis)? 




Platini: Lita is a name for him 

4 During the 1936 
a Winter Olympics a 
signboard was removed 
outside the main stadium. 
What was written on that 
signboard? 


1. Courtney Walsh against Sri Lanka, at 
Sharjah. 

2. Suzanne Lenglen. 

3. Arantxa Sanchez-Vicario. 

4 . Dogs and Jews not allowed. 

5. There was a solar eclipse on the second 
day. 

6. Kapil Dev (batting), Allan Border 
(fielding). 

7. All four scored a century on Test debut. 

8 . Zero. 

9. Michel Platini. 

10. Fourteen. 

11. Ranjit Sinhji (Ranji Trophy being named 
after him). 

12. Tour de France (cycling). 



SANJAYPAUL. 
BE-29, SECTOR-1, 
SALT LAKE. 
CALCUTTA-700 064 


All leaden are requested to send a pasqmn size 
colour photogriqib of themselves along with their 
entries. The picture will be carried along with the 
quiz, U selected 


6 The following 
• incident took place 
in a Test match: The batting 
side captain hit a ball which 
struck a sea-gull dead. 
Nervously, he asked the 
captain of the fielding-side 
if he ctiuld drink water 
which the latter refused. 
Name the captains. 

7 What is common to 
• W.G. Grace, Mohd. 
Azharuddin, Kepler 
Wcssels, Lala Amarnath? 

8 How many goair did 

• Maradona score in 
the 1990 World Cup? 



Saneboz Vicario: A loag wiaaiag 
streak at Ibe U.S. Opae 

9 Whose 

a autobiography is 
tilled 'Life Is A Game'? 


10 . 


What is the 
maximum 


number of dubs you are 
allowed to carry in golf? 


U Who was the 

a'Princeof asmall 
state. King of a great game'? 


"I Which event in 

A. a sport is watched 
'live' by the highest 
number of people? 
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PROFILE 


He is cfentle and 
unobtrusive. But that 
does not belie the fact 
that COURTNEY 
WALSH is one of the 
best pace bowlers in 
modern day cricket 


BY FAWAD HASHMHY 


()URTNJ;Y AN[)R1'W WALSH, the 
J2 ycai-old lasi Ixjwict from 
.l<im<)ic<]. who is lire Wcs( Iiuiics 
l apl.iiii on ificir rurrcni lour of 
India, IS one ol the lcadmi> pacernen in 
coiUfinpoiary crickcl with 222 wickcls in 6S 
Tests. 

Walsti has replaeed Ridne Ridiaidson wtio 
has dec ided to lake a lonu test from the }>ame 
after eomi>lamingahoui die fatigue and 
general lethargy Richardson, as old as Walsh, 
has scored 45^4 rims m 7(>Tesi matches 
However, compared with tfiose figures, his 
record in county crjrkei was ilisimclly pool. 

This .luly, he was released Ironi his contract 
with Yorkshiie, almost two months helore the 
end of I he season He finisfii-d 81 in the 
averages in his first season last year with 7S9 
runs in 14 matches at i4.50 This season his 
oiilpul dwindled to 488 m eight matches at 
$2.51. 

Walsh had his first taste of c aptaincy m 
April this year when he k'd the side in the filth 
and final Test against Fngland at Antigua in the 
absence of Richardson and Desmond Haynes 
lara was chosen as Walsh's deputy during 
the len-wc*c’k loiirof India. He has been 
entrusted the post in place ol the experienced 
Haynt's wfio droppc'cl out of ifie lour afiei 
Walsh war. named the captain instead ol him 
Haynes, a veteran of 116 Tests, had served 
as the vice-caplain under Richardson and was 
widely expected to succeed him. 

Walsh had been showing top form lor 
Ciloucesiershne in the English County 
Championship this sc'ason. liarlier in August, 
hi- routed Yorkshire with a ten-wic'kel haul, 
the third tune he had taken ten wickets this 
season and the seventh lime he had captured 
five wickets m one innings 

Born m Kingston, .lamaica, on October 10, 
l')()2. Walsh wetit to the f-xcelsior High 
Scliool m Kingston and captained his school 
team which included a young man by the 

20 


nameol Patrick Patterson 

He made his debut lor .lamaica Youth 
against the touring Young England team m 
January 1980. Since then he has been 
entrusted the resjuuisibility ol dismissing 
batsmen the world over. 

Walsh's apparent rioruhalanie has been 
fraught with danger lor unsuspexting 
batsmen. Indeed, in 65 Tests Walsh has 
demonstrated that he isa lethal practiiioiierol 
the ait of fast bowling and prior to the start ol 
the series against India, fie had very 
crc-ditable figures of 222 Test wickets at 26 21. 
These figuies indicate an aveiage of I 41 5 
wickets |)ei Test. 

With an approiiriaie sense ol timing, Walsti 
reserved his finest Test perfoirnance for his 
home crowd m the fourth and final Test 
against India at Sabina Pat k in 1989 

III his firsi innings he achieved his best Test 
bowling, ligures of six loi 62 from 29 overs 
with an imjiressive haul ol scnl|)s. He removed 
centurion Navjot Sidhii, then procc-eded to do 
an impressive demolition job on India in a 
spell of five f'U 11 in SIX overs, llis victims 
included A/hariiddin, Sanpiy Manpekar, 

Kajiil Dev, Arshad Ayiibnnd Kiran Moie. 

Walsh took lotirloi 19 m 17 overs iii the 
second iimmgs, his lust evei ten wiikel haul 
III Tests His splendid bowling won the game 
foi the West Indies by seven wiikets and 
earned lor the .famaican the Player of the 
Mati h award 

His pievious best Test ligures had also been 
against India when he look five lor 54 in the 
second inning’s of the first Test at New Delhi 
on the 1986-87 lour whic h the West Indies 
won by five-wickets He leliirned willi 
identical ligures in the drawn,second Test at 
Bombay 

fn that seiies Walsh heroically spearheaded 
an attack wiihoiii Malcolm Marshall and had 
magnificent figiiri-s of 26 wickets at an 
enviable ave rage of 16.80. 

But W'alsh who has lasted the 'ups' of 
international ciickei was on to experience the 
'downs' as well. The 1987 World Cup in 
Pakistan and India pioved a torrid time lot 
him. 

He was savaged by Allan Lamb at 
Gitjranwala and the England tail which took 
1 5 runs oil hiseigfilh over and the 48th of the 
innings He then ap[)eared to have lost his 
nerve in the 5()ih over as England easily got 
the 11 runs reipiiied. 

Lanil' scored two off the first ball, then 
banished the next, a full loss to the third man 




Walsh is a 
team man and 
believes in 
team values 
which he will 
need on his 
tough maiden 
overseas 
assignment 

ff 

LOURTbSY THf CHICKf IlH 
PAfi ISilAN 






hoiindary. The third delivery was wide on the 
leg side and flew lo the boundary for four 
wides. Lamh look a single off a no hall and Neil 
Foster then Hogged the next one for four. 

A distraught Walsh was left in tears and the 
roininiseration had H) he provided by skipper 
Viv Richards and Winston Benjamin. 

At Lahtrre, a week later the .Jamaican 
speedster was again at the receiving end. 
Belore a crowd of more than 40,000, Pakistan 
started tlie final over, needing 14 runs lor 
victory. Abdul Qadirand Saleem.Iaffar 
conjured a fine though improbable viciory 
with Qadir hitting the last ball for a six. 

But It was Walsh who uliiniaiely emerged 
as the hero of the match. With .laffar barking 
up too far, Walsh refused the easy temptation 
to run out his opponent in one of those larger 
than life demonstrations of sportsmanship 
which will be extolled whenever the game is 
played. He deservedly won the international 


Fairplay award. 

In the demanding arena of Test cricket, 
Walsh, Oil the 1988-89 tourof Australia, 
joined a select band of players as he became 
the 18th man to achieve a hat-trick. It was 
perhaps the most curious of facts but the 
bowler learned of his accomplishment only 
through the public address system. 

Viv Ricnards took his 100th catch in Tests 
by catching Tony Dodemaide off Walsh to 
wrap up the Australian first innings in the first 
Test at Brisbane. 

Then cttniing on as the first change in the 
second innings, Walsh had Mike Vclelta 
caught on his first ball and Graeme Wood 
LBW the next. He himself did not know that 
he had done it. 

Walsh is a mttdesi, unobtrusive, and gentle 
fterson. He is a tcaiti man and believes in team 
values which he will need on his tough 
maiden overseas assignment. # 









VARIETY 


FROM BAD 
TO WORSE 

What's in store for Mike Atherton this winter? David Hopps 
writes a tongue-in-cheek article on the Ashes series down under 


W HEN the sava^ng of 
Mike Atherum was a( 
its heigitt this summer, 
he was treated to the 
sort of justice previously reserved in 
the Middle Ages for those suspecied of 
witchcraft. Throw him in the Test and 
County Cricket Board duckptmd, the 
cry might have gone up: if he floats, he 
is guilty; if he drowns he is inntK'ent. 
-^Atherton will reflect that whatever 
fate awaits him in Australia this 
winter, things ran hardly get any 
worse. What fate could possibly Ik; 
worse than to be vaguely suspected of 
ball-tampering, the great cricket 
oltsession of the '90s? 

The witches' chorus of 'fair is foul 
and foul is fair' sums up the whole 
sanctimonious episode. But what 
price Atherton's survival in February 
when the hurlyburly's done? It is time 
to examine the entrails... and take 
careful heed, because, after all, my 
family claims to be descended from 
the Pendle witches. 

Ocl 19: Atherton is delayed for 
three days at customs at Perth aiqmrt, 
until the contents of his 
trouser-pockets are scientifically 
examined. Nothing is disa>vert*d, 
although deposits of clay on his shoes 
are traced back to a park in South 
Manchester and his footwear is 
amfiscated for further tests on its 
drying properties. Atherton is duly 
pictured arriving at his hotel in 
flipflops and with disturbing evidence 
of facial hair. After an emergency 
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meeting of theTCCB, he is fined 
Li 000 for unsuitable dress standards. 

Ocl 23: Faced by the traditional 
Australian curtain-raiser at his 
opening Press conference, Atherton is 
asked: 'Well, Mike, is this the worst 
England side ever to reach these 
shores?' The captain courageously 
retorts that he regards England as 
favourites to win the Ashes. The 
Australian Bookmakers AsstKiation 
accuses him ot lying. Ry nightfall 
Raymond Illingworth, the chairman 
of selectors, issues a severe reprimand 
from his apariinent in Spain. 

Nov 5: Struck down by a heavy cold 
in Adelaide, Atherton tries (ieoffrey 
Boycott's remedy of one sachet of 
Night Nurse, washed down with a 
strong cup of ginseng tea. The next 
day he becomes the first cricketer to 


Atherton will reflect 
that whatever fate 
awaits him in Australia 
this winter, things can 
hardly get worse. What 
fate could possibly be 
worse than to be 
vaguely suspected of 
ball<tampering, the 
great cricket obsession 
of the *90's? 


fail a dope test. Phil Tulnell is so 
appalled by his behaviour that he 
returns to England. TCCB announces 
that Atherton is on a three-month 
trial. Illingworth cancels a planned 
dinner lor two on the opening night of 
Harry Ramsden's in Malaga, and flics 
out to 'bang a few heads together'. 

Back in Perth, scientists conclude 
that Manchester clay has no drying 
properties, on the grounds that it is 
never dry 

Nov. 17: Peter Burge, the former 
Australian batsman, and ICC referee, 
invites Atherton out to dinrler, 
explaining that he wants to clear the 
air after their disciplinary clashes in 
the South African series. After a 
relaxing evening, Atherton returns 
from the gents to find that Burge has 
disappeared, leaving him to pick up 
the bill. He has also stolen his wallet. 
Atherton is forced to wash up: English 
papers all report that he is in more hot 
water. 

Nov 25: Atherton advocates six 
specialist batsmen, and no allrounder, 
for the first Test at Brisbane. 
Illingworth agrees, then insists that to 
compensate the captain bats No. 6 and 
bowls legspin. Atherton has Mark 
Waugh dropped at long-on when 213, 
persuading Illingworth and team 
manager Keith Fletcher to persist with 
the experiment throughout the scries. 

Dec 2: Increasingly withdrawn, 
Atherton fails to recognise Sir Donald 
Bradman during a match against 
Bradman's XI at Bowral. Australian 



Government uses the slight as an 
excuse to call an immediate 
referendum on whether Australia 
should become a republic; 98% vote 
in favour, and adopt Chinese as their 
official language. The Queen cables 
from Buckingham Palace to say that 
she is not amused. Ladbrokes offer 
500:1 against Atherton's inclusion in 
the New Year's Honours list. 

Dec 3: Atherton risks a dollar at 


500:1 on his inclu.sion in the New 
Year's Honours list. Rod Marsh and 
Dennis Lillee report him, in broken 
Chinese, for cricket-related betting. 
Illingworth, asked by the Press 
whether Atherton acted unwisely, 
says 'yes': he had got 1000:1 four 
months earlier. 

Dec 24: An awesome display of fast 
bowling by Devrm Malcolm and 
Martin McCague rips out Australia for 


79 and gives rise to inflammatory 
claims ab«»ut the return of Bodyline 
bowling. When Mike Gatting refuses 
to field on the leg side, Atherton is 
claimed by some to have remarked 
that 'His Excellency is a conscientious 
objector'. The ensuing telexes 
exchanged between the Australian 
Cricket Board and the TCCB bear only 
slight resemblance to those of more 
than 60 years ago. The Australian 
message, in pidgin Chinese, causes 
such confusion that Atherton is 
awoken at 2am with three portions of 
chicken chop-suey. The TCCB 
responds in identical terms to MCC in 
1932- 33, deprecating 'your opinion 
that there has been unsportsmanlike 
play'-—but they fine Atherton his 
entire match fee to cover transmission 
costs 

Dec 25: Atherton is refused entry to 
the Church of all our Sinners in 
Melbourne. 

Dec31: Atherton makesa New 
Year's Resolution; 1995 will be a quiet 
year. 

Jan 1: Atherton wftis the toss and 
opts to bat on a flat pitch at Sydney. As 
he begins his innings, he is swamped 
by three female streakers and, in the 
resulting melee, his helmet is 
dislodged. The TCCB, by now in 
permanent emergency session, finds 
him guilty of conduct unbecoming the 
image of the game. He is fined twice 
his match fee and, two days later, he 
confirms that he has become 
bankrupt. Plays on with the help of a 
loan from Channel 9. 

Jan 25: Atherton plans a private 
meal on the eve of the Adelaide Test to 
consider his future. Finds nothing but 
Chinese restaurants. Misses the 
fourth Test with food poisoning after 
eating a dodgy prawn. Mike Gatting 
and Graham Gooch accuse* him of 
irresponsibility. 

Feb 7: England win the fifth Test at 
Perth, and recover the Ashes. Jubilant 
Atherton ret urns to a Heathrow 
tickertape welcome from a crowd 
exceeding 800,000 and announces to 
deafening applause that he wants the 
job for life TCCB reappoints him for 
the first one-day international against 
West Indies. 
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J^dventure and excitement.. 


the 1994 Popular Rally... three days of non-stop action... 
where Tsam MRF - India's greatest motoring talent, 
emerged triumphant once again. 


Battling nature and wild terrains, performing against all odds, 
conquering the toughest competition... 

MRFNYLOGRIP the proven champion on rally terrains 
roared past the finish line in a blaze of glory, 
to add yet another conquest to its list of achievements. 
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Sfyorts and dothinq 
have heconic an 
inicqral pari of cadi 
other. And the 
reason is not just 
[ashiofh hut lucrative 
endorsements and 
profits 



Professional skiers all 
wear those wonderfully 
sleek body suits as they 
skim down the slopes 
and although none of the 
amateurs can emulate 
them, owing to the fact 
that ifs just too cold.the 
tricks the designers are 
learning about keeping 
sports gear as light as 
possible, are starting to 
ne used in the outfits 
that we pick up in 
sportswear departments 


BY T S. VENKATARAMAN 


D O you remember Zola 

Budd? She was that little 
girl who sped around the 
track like a thorougtibred a 
few years back, beating everyone in 
sight and doing it barefoot. It was the 
barefoot style that got us all going. 
After all, everyone knows that if you 
don't get yourself the proper shoes 
with the individual ankle support, 
liquid foam, pump-up special air 
boosted injection mechanism, you 
can't run for toffee, or play basketball, 
or tennis or leap hurdles or indeed do 
anything very much at all. 

It was not always thus. There was a 
time, back in the Eighties when nice, 
ordinary, sweaty trainers who ran 
about a bit over the weekends and 
played football and basketball with 
the kids used to buy their gear, if they 
bothered about it at all, from the back 
of the shop, off the left hand shelf near 
the bootlaces. Sandshoes were what 
they used to wear and plimsolls, 
which cost about a fiver and only 
needed a bit of shoe whitener to bring 
them up to scratch for a special event. 
What is more, they won prizes, broke 
records, slammed volleys and 
acquitted themselves quite creditably 
in their sandshoes. Not to mention 
their shorts and their shirts which 
were not required to feature anything 
more demanding than holes for the 
legs and arms, and a colour that didn't 
put their opponents off their stroke. 

Then came designers and 
marketing men and advertising chaps 
in pink shirts and bow ties. In less than 
the time it took for Carl Lewis t(» run 
the 100 metres, they were identified, 
focused upon and marketed to. The 
sports shoe market alone is worth 
over nine billion dollars world-wide. 
The business of tracksuits, shirts, 
shorts, T-shirts and all the other 
paraphernalia is not far behind. 

Former basketball great Michael 
Jordan wore Nike. He was paid 
unheard of sums to wear Nike and 
somehow his extraordinary talent, 
one that is heaven sent, has given 
added edges to his marketability. 

Most professional sportswear is far 
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lighter in weight than clothes you'd 
wear every day. It has to be. An extra 
mirrogram could be the difference 
between gold and bronze in medal 
terms. An American sports journalist 
once picked up swimmer Adrian 
Moorhouse's trunks (he wasn't in 
them at the time.) It was like picking 
up a silk handkerchief and he 
explained that although they may 
have l(K)kcd like a regulation pair of 
navy swimmers, those trunks were 
specially designed for him. 

When Linford Christie appears 
wearing something cut all in one and 
styled by Nike, he is not merely posing 
as a fashion model (a very fast fasiiion 
model), he's looking for the lightest 
possible outfit to give him even more 


Gabrieta Sabattnlleaps 
about the court in Sergio 
Tacchmitemiswear 
which is one of the most 
feminine ladies' 
collecGon, featuring 
light crisp/white 
trimmed clothes with 
summer colours of 
peach, iade and lilac 


freedom to move and, he hopes, to 
win. Professional skiers all wear those 
wonderfully sleek body suits as they 
skim down the slopes and although 
none of the amateurs can emulate 
them, owing to the fact that it's just 
too darn cold, the tricks the designers 
and manufacturers are learning about 
keeping sports gear as light as possible 
arc starting to be used in the outfits we 
can pick up in the best sportswear 
departments 

Then there are all those sports that 
are not about speed, thank heavens. 
Like golf. Golfers are not renowned 
for their sartorial judgement under 
normal circumstanr es. In fact you can 
usually spttt the golfer oh his way to a 
game not by his golf bag and clubs but 
by his garish trousers and silly hat. 

Not, however, if he's a Nick Faldo fan. 
Then he might be seen wearing a 
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Pringle sweater in a becoming 
burgundy shade or possibly 
something in trendy teal blue with 
toning trousers and T-shirt. The 
collection not only has Nick's name on 
it, the designs, were all approved and 
occasionally improved with a motif 
here and a stich there by the star 
himself. It is so becoming and so 
successful that Nick Faldo could well 
find himself in the designing business. 

Another sports star who has 
launched a look all of her own is 
Martina Navratilova, who had every 
opportunity and incentive to wear 
one of the big sportwear labels but 
instead put together hei own tennis 
collection. Her arch rival, Gabnela 
Sabatini, leaps about the court in 
Sergio Tacchini tenniswear which is 
one of the most feminine ladies' 
collection, featuring light, crisp white 
trimmed clothes with summer colours 
of peach, jade and lilac. But while they 
are attractive and are no doubt 
supremely comfortable to wear, none 
of the outfits on the Centre Court 
these days compare to those worn in 
the old days before all this sports 
sponsorship began. Then a gentleman 
called Teddy Tinling was the couture 
king of tennis, creating style and 
scandal in roughly equal doses 
especially when, back in the puritan 
fifties, he added lace to Gussie 
Moran's knickers. Gorgeous Gussie, as 
she was immediately dubbed, has 
never been forgotten. 

Teddy Tinling went on to make 
outfits for all the great stars, including 
Billie Jean King, Chris Evert and 
Yvonne Goolagong, but, sadly 
sponsorship and big business got in 
the way and today's players don't see 
the point of wearing couture on court. 
What for? You can’t sell couture in the 
high street. Meanwhile as the athletes 
line up in the international sporting 
arena, checking on their even sleeker, 
even slimmer gravity-beating outfits, 
we’ll be with them all the way. 

Sharing their triumphs, their 
disappointments, their hopes and 
their dreams and by next year, their 
designer labels.# 





MAILBAG 



Hats Off! 

H ats off to Andre 
Agassi and Arantxa 
Sanchez Vicario for 
winning the U.S. 
Open this year. 

Special mention must be made 
of Agassi who made a great 
comeback and straightaway hit 
the jack pot. 

Well, Steffi seems to be losing 
her grip on the women's circuit. 
Het consecutive defeats in the 
French Open, the Wimbledon 
championships and the US Ojien 
are proof that others are not 
lagging far behind. 

PRABAl GUHA, 

Jamshedour 


'Hot Shot' 

T T was nice of you to have done 
i a profile of the Commonwealth 
Games (and now Asian games 
champion) Jaspal Rana. 
{Sportsworld, 21st Sept. '94). Let 
us hope that he continues to 
perfonn in this sterling manner. 
Also, going by today's standards 
of 'looks', Jaspal Rana is way 
ahead of the rest of the sportsmen 
in India at present. 

ARTAMISHRA. 

Cuttack 



Sachin Tenduikar 
Club 

HROUGH your publication, 
we would like to inform the 
readers of the formation of the 
Sachin Tendulkar Fan Club. 
Interested readers may write 
ideas and suggestions to the 
following address: 

Nobel George. 

10/38 Central School Quarters, 

P.O. Puranattukara. 

Thrissuf-680 551 
Kerala. 


Interesting 

T he interview with Jeff 
Thom|)son (Sportsworld, 

24ih August) was an interesting 
one. It is nice that pace bowlers of 
such top class ca! bre come to 
India to train out bowlers. 

However, the drawback is that 
cur pitches are made for spinners 
and medium pacers. So, it will be 
difficult for pace bowlers to 
flourish in India. 

S AKHILESH. 

Coimbatore 


Corrigendum 

I N the Sportsworld issue dated 
19 Oct—1 Nov the last two 
pages of the Wayne Ferreira 
interview were inadvertantly 
interchanged. The error is 
regretted—Editor 







O N MARCH 5 In the year 

1990, a l4-year-old classic 
aU'Amerii^n-bubblegum- 
chewing adolescent put 
into perspective all the hype and 
predictions made about her by the 
media by becoming one of the 
youngest female tennis players ever to 
become a pro. 

It's not as if the global tennis 
fraternity were shaken out of their 
stupor when Jennifer Capriati, the kid 
in question, decided to finally turn 
pro. After all, in the classic American 
way, Capriati was 'media bom'. Sure, . 
she had potential, which is why the 
U.S. Olympic Committee recognised 
her as the 'Athlete of the Year in the 
sport of Tennis' for 1989. 

Which also explains why Tennis 
Magazine dubbed her the 'Female 
Rookie of the year' in 1990. 

A good reason why she made the 
cover of Sports tllustraled in 1990. 

And subsequently on to the cover of 
Newsweek, becoming only the third 
female tennis player—after 
Navratilova and Evert—to do so. 

Which was reason enough for her 
to be awarded the 1990 WTA's Most 
Impressive Newcomer Award. 

And prompted Diadura, Prince, Oil 
of Olay, Gatoradc and Texaco to ask 
her to endorse their prt»ducts. 

Which made her a millionaire 
before she anually stepped onto a 
tenuis court as a pro. 

Which explains why today she is 
confused with herself and her life and 
spent days in a drug-rehab clinic after 
a short stint with shoplifting. 

Still, all is not lost. The good thing 
after ail this is that Jennifer Capriati is 
a lot chastened today. Though 
whether she tiopes to revive her 
tennis career or not remains to he 
seen. As tar as the sponsors arc 
com erne<i---and one docs need 
iliein—site is no longer a viable 
proposii 11)11 thanks to the fact that she 
dahhled in drugs. 

The good thing to have come out ol 
the Capriati episode is that she has 
hetome a siaiislic or ( lassie example lo 
the.theoiy that there should be a 

Martina Hingis: ts sha mature enough lo 
suntiva the tough grind of the tour? 









MISS! 

Swiss tennis phenom, Martina Hingis became 
the last tennis player to join the WTA Tour at 
the age of 14. But how long will she survive? 


suitable age limit within the 
perimeters of which tennis players 
should be allowed to make their debut 
as pros. The question is; is anybody 
listening? 

By the looks of it, no! Because 65 
miles from her home in Trubbach, 
Switzerland, Swiss teenager, Martina 
Hingis made her debut as a pro in the 
European Indoor Tournament in 
Zurich recently. The place and time 
for Hingis' debut as pro on the WTA 
Tour had been carefully chosen. It had 
come about two months before the 
new age eligibility rule came into 
etlect in women's tennis, and four 
days after her 14th birthday. Hingis 
made her debut in style, heating Patti 
Fendick, who is twice her age, in the 
first round 6-4,6- 3. With her win she 
also managed to overshadow the 
presence of another 
Martina—Martina Na vratilova, "The 
first time is always difficult, "she said 
"But 1 didn't have anything to lose 
especially in the end". 

In her debut match, Hingis also 
managed to score a point over sheer 
pressure. Twenty of the 32 players 
watched huddled from the WTA Tour 
box as Hingis uwrk ott Patti Fendick. 
Fendick frequently cast glances at the 
box after taking a 2-0 lead in the first 
set. It was almost as if she had been 
assigned to test drive a new vehicle. 
She realised she couldn't cojte when 
she succumbed to Hingis' cool. 


calculating style of play and later 
commented that, "At 14, she's much 
more mature than a lot of players arc." 

The timing to make an impression 
was perfect, iKxause from next year, 
even 16-year-olds will be allowed t© 
compete in only a limited number of 
events on the tour—only a dozen next 
year. The number of tournaments 
played rule also applies to Hingis from 
next year and so docs the fact that the 
timings of her practice sessions are to 
be carefully monitored and set at a 
minimum, which in this case is 90 
minutes on maternal orders. Apart 
from this, Hingis is next scheduled to 
compete at a tournament in 
Fildcrstadt during her Swiss schtxil 
holidays. 

Which leads us all to believe that 
every probable effort is being made to 
ensure that Hingis is being adequately 
protected. But then on the flip side, 
the question that needs to be asked is 
that jterhaps Hingis—like Capriati—is 
getting 1 (H) much ux) young? Four 
years before she intends to complete 
her education, she is already being 
exposed to a tough course at an age 
which is officially being regarded as 
"inappropriate". 

IVE years ago, in 1990 it was the 
lowering of the age restriction 
imposed by the Women's Tennis 
Council (WTC) that prttved a catalyst 
in the 'making and breaking' of 







Hinijis muilu Itct |U(i ilctiiil in style siltns 
inci tiMi eritic s doubts ,ilinut her notttiiliiil 






CafM'lati. Ironically, Capriati was to i t a rliaa w fW fc k it iW lur llla l M ii. It "normal, regular conversations''with 

have made her comeback at the very ^ irtaaalia torIT her girHriends. 

tournament in which Hingis was U.S." SociaHy.ihehnAstopisMght iijere^ . 

making her debut, but pulled out due Perhaps Hingis is not old nor As far as her tennis is amcerned, she 

to a groin strain and thus missed out qualified enough to make such an trains with her mother rathfir tlMHi , ,, 

on avoiding a meeting with the last of opinion. The truth is that apart from resiofthejunjorsandtlds hasnol „ ' , 

berownkind. travelling to this year's U,S. Open won her tdomatiy friends. Apart {ttnil ,4 

Last month, the WTC came to its (where she was a runner-up in the this little tdKrfeocenttidty.i^isadso ^ u 

senses and so, apparently, ha$ Capriati junkmO she has never ventured uhvioudy br richer than most dt fihe '‘ 

who is currently by all aemuprs, Eurc^, It ismddent that she is outade players her age. She iSahoquite fluent 

without a sponsor. "Whocates about indirertlyrelyingrm her mother inherthoughtswhenAcomes to . , . 

endorsements, and all that Stuff," !^e Melanie's qp»lnk>ns, for Hit^s Jr. fineseeingherownfmitreat^ . i . \ 
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aracket." judge whether I'm ready to play, or i00'‘preUysoon.'"hktaa«»klngth« 

• On the other hand, Hingis, a client how good latn." Melanie Hingis is, should not be difficah tolibch 

of the International Management however, as Influential and ambitious condderlng that she has already t wice ’ 

Group (IMG) since she was a wStdano Capriati, Jennifer's father, beaten the Eastbourne fhampion, 

ll-year-old, has gone jdt^d and A formarCre^ international herselt Meredith McGrath who is ranked . . 

signed deals with Yonex (rackets), Melanie HBngisZcigg has named her 32nd in the world. 
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In ^te W these early shnilaiities young to turn pro. her age and potential, the pw^le dose 
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comparisons betwecA ber and : ' incrediWe talent and potential, Hing^ agents—are going to squeeze out . • 

0^>rteii.''Wecoihdfro(m di^rent does prefer to have normal bieahhy every bit that she has to oHcr, But , , , ' 

backbonds,'* said Hln^s. "I don't interests hiltfe that befits her age. Site what is aH this going to Cost Hingis In 

know her but frwn what I've heard, loves playing baskcd>an,dciing and thclongrtin? r 

there mlnht have been pressures in riding (the profits from her The answer Ite in her future and 

the family. Aho, the pressures Jn , endorsemertts were spent imbuyfatg a tmefecoirenilyafraidtolodkimoiL,'^^^ 

Eurq;>e,aremayffehot«$hlgasiri^t^ I hosseV-Shedroglg^esandholds HobfnOwttddea ; , 

' nanaciwrerecvttisaiMLiNjia ' ''■‘^^'6 
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W arwickshire arc to 
rebuild the City End at 
Edgitaston in lime for next year's 
West Indies Test. Work has begun 
on a $2.5 miliion scheme, to be 
known as the Bob Wyati Stand, 
which will include I lOOexira 
seats, 22 hospitality boxes and an 
improved Pi ess-box. 

H OLLAND'S first match in the 
NatWest Trophy will be at 
Northampton on June 27 next 
year. Holders Worcestershire will 
start their title defente at home to 
Cumberland 

F ormer Australian 

vice-captain Geoff Marsh, 35, 
who scored a century in his first 
Ashes Test, has retired from 
first-dass cricket, In 50 Tests he 
scored 2854 runs (33.18), with 
four centuries. His highest score 
was 355 TKrt out for Western 
Australia v South Australia at 
Perth In 1989-90. 

P ROMOTION in this season's 
Dutch League was held in 
abeyanci" alter a fixture quirk left 
Royal Hague needing a 
convincing victory over tlieir 
own 2nd XI to go up They 
amassed 703 for 1 m 55 overs 
before bowling out the 2iui XI lor 
I (a wide). Alerted to the 
situation l>y a sjK-ctatoi with a 
mobile phone, promotion rivals 
Ciandhi CC ran up 81 5 for I 
before dismissing their 
opponents for 16 Tlie captains 
involved have been banned 

E ^VI:R-H1:I,PFUL England 
j batsman Graham Thorpe, 
having been lun out in the 
Headingley Test alter 
(onflrmation by the thiid 
umpire, brought the umpires' 
emergency l>aek - up eleili nines 
equi)mieni down to The Oval lor 
the next televised match. Me 
nianagi'd to fit it into the back ol 
his ear when noolliei transfiort 
wasieadilyat hand. 
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F ormer New Zealand captain 
John Reid will releiee this 
winter's Ashes series The 
'international' umpires loi the 
first three rests will be South 
Alrican ('ynl Miuhley (liistTesi) 
and West Indian Steve Biuknoi 
(second and third) Die kie Bird 


became the first umpire to stand 
III 60 Tests during the lirsi match 
of the Pakistan-Australia seiies. 


S IR COLIN COWDREY IS to 
succeed MRH I’rim e t dwaid 
as [iresident ol the Lord's 
'lavc-rnersoii .Ian 1 








N liW ZEALAND'S rm-ritly 
appointed High 

C'otnmissutner in Lorulon, John 
Collingc, played two lirsi-class 
matches lor Oxlord University in 
1964 

C ricket returned to the 
village green in Joidans, 
Biukinghamshire, alter the 
toilrt-case earlier this year in 
w'hu h a local resident's ininnciioii 
to Slop play on salely grounds 
was rejetled. In a hid to ease the 
situation .the cliih have 
inttoducod a local rule wherehya 
liaisnian hilling a hall oiii ol the 
east side ol the ground, towards 
the houses, will score 'six and 
Olll." 

C RU’KI'T in England stands lo 
henelil lo the iiineol LSK S 
million (n’erihe next lour years 
under the terms ol the- new 
television contract negcmatecl hy 
the I’C C.H riie new contracts sees 
TV coverage stiared between the 
HHC, who will continue to screen 
Test and Nat West HankTiophy 
matches, and BSKYB, who will 
covc'i one day inlernatumals and 
the Benson b- Hedges Cujt Both 
channels will carry highlights ol 
all matches, with the BBC 
sc reening theirs at 'prime time' 

(8 l()[)rn) laihei thanlaieat 
night Thete will also he 
inaga/me piogianinies, like SKY 
TV's rhe I’avilion End', plus 
coveiage ol some coiiniy, youth 
Intel national and (Irom I99()) 
women's mate lies 

'I'lie Tt:(,B have also signed a 
live-yeai deal with satellite 
broadcasters ESPN foi overseas 
viewing rights 

D ARYLLCULLINAN, who 

made 94 m the Oval Tost, has 
signed as Derbyshire's overseas 
player lor 199S Cullman, 27, 
scored a South Alrican-record 
not out lor Transvaal last 
winter. In 1983-84, aged 16, he 
became the youngest South 
Alrican ever to score a first-class 


T est wicketkeeper Rashid 
Laiif was fined 10,000 rupees 
for dissent and bringing the game 
into disrepute after his side 
Karachi Whites lost to Lahore 
City in the final of the 
Quaid-i'A7.am Trophy, Pakistan's 
premier domestic tournament. 
After being given out caught 
behind in the second innings. 
Latif first took the other batsman 
off the field then declared bis 
side's timings, leaving Lahore 
City a victory target of only 94; 
Latif took the new ball himself 
and conceded 29 in his first four 
overs. The umpires' rejrort also 
alleged that Karachi Whites' 
bowlers had tampered with the 
ball. 


cciiiiiry Culliiuiii'sIcsi 
Ic'diii-matcs C.idi), Matthews and 
Brian McMillan have’luriied 
down approaches lo jiiay lor 
Duihamand Yorkshuc. Durham 
eveniually signed ludiaii 
allrotmdei Maiioj ITahhakai as a 
ouc-year replacement fot West 
Indian Anderson Cummins. 
Pra'ihakar, 31, was 


'Warwickshire's original choice as 
oversc-as player this year, belore 
withcliawiiig injured. 

0 X1ORD univi;rsity 
haisman Chmniay Giipte, 
who seorecl a century in the 1994 
Varsity match, went m erior lo 
RIackhcaih in Kent last year 
when due to play for MCC 
against Blackheaih (Surrey). This 
year he duly iiirned up at the 
Sutrey clut)—l)ut litis time MCC 
were playing at the Ke ntish 
Blacklieath. 

NCiUS ERASEK's father Don 
wrote lo the Daily Te/c’giap/i 
to express Ins disgust' at the way 
liis sou leaiiii of his exclusion 
from ilte team lor tlie Aiistialiati 
lour from llte media ralhenhan 
tile sc'lc'clors 'The England 
selecTorsask lot loyally Ironi 
tiieir players,' he wrc>le, 'hut 
what price loyalty now'^' 

T AN(,ASHIRF*'sproposal llial 
.Ljccnintic’s should not sign any 
luriher overseas players seems 
likely to lie dc'leated at the 
TC.CB's winter meeting m 
Decemlier. In the mc-antime, 
coiimies have been insinitied 
not lorcciuii overseas players on 
Ictng-term contracts (l»eyond 
1990) until the matter is settled 
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N ew ZEALAND all- roundi r 
Dion Nash, 22, who took 11 
wickets in this year's r.ord'sTesi, 
is to replace Desmond Haynes as 
Middlesex's overseas player. 
Haynes, 18, will miss West Indies' 
winter lour of India; he has 
signed a two-season contract 
with South Africa's Western 
Province, whose negotiations 
with Haynes's former Test 
team mate Viv Richards fell 
through. 


A ustralian i^-spinner 

Shane Wame has turned 
down the dhaiice of becoming 
Noithain]HomhiFe's overseas 
player. 'Thc.problcm lay with the 
attitude of the Australian Board', 
said Northants diief executive 
Steve Covcrdale. 'They put an 
immense amount of pressure on 
him not to come'. 


S OME late-season Sheffield 
Shield matches at 
MellKturne, Perth and Sydney 
may he played under floodlights, 
using a white ball and coloured 
t loihing, if problems with the 


lasting qualities of the white ball 
can be overcome. Former 
Australian captain Bill Lawry said 
this was probably the last chance 
to revive spectator interest in the 
Shield. 


C '’ OUNTY champions 
.j Warwickshire are to take on 
Canada in a 40 overs match at 
the Florida Inlernalional 
University Stadium in Miami On 
Nov 2f). 

fi. |ANCY DOYI.F. the 
i N Irish woman who has 
presided over the pavilion 
dining-room at Lord's lor ov'er 
it) years, has been appointed an 
honoraiy MHl; lor servii es to 
cricket 

/"'»OKNHU.l, INSURANCr, 

Vj sponsors of 'lest ci lekei in 
England since 1078, have 
renewed iheii sup(iori in a new 
three-year deal worth .iroiind t-<> 
million. 1 he Did Tiallord Test 
against West Indies next Inly will 
be the i 00th played undei the 
(.ornhill banner 

RAVENEY. Paul Parkei. 

Vjf Simon Hughes and Ian 
Botham have all been given hie 
menihershi() ol Durham, to mark 
their contribution to the county's 
inaugural seasons. Botham, who 
has also accepted life 
membership (»1 another of his 
former counties, Somerset, 
received the award despite 
writing in his new autobiography 
that moving to Durham was 'one 
of the worst mistakes 1 ever made.' 

F ormer Australian left-arm 
fast bowler Mike Whitney 
and his wife Debbie have become 
the parents of triplets. 

A LTHOUGH nine of the 

visiting Eastbourne players 
were late arriving, the umpires 
insisted on a prompt start to their 
league match at Littlehampton, 
whose opener Neil Quinlan was 
caught-and-bowlcd first ball by 
the former Sussex player Simon 
Hoadley. The wicketkeeper was 
the only otiicr fieldsman at the 
time (the others arrived shortly 
afterwards). 

WISOlNCWacFT MONTHl V 
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Behold a great new home 
entertainment idea The 
Goldstar Video Cassette 
Player-cum-Video Game 
Player As a VCP, it’s 
the world’s latest, with 
features like Auto Head 
Cleaning and Digital 
Auto Tracking — simply 
state - of - the - art. 






WOmiKS FIRST 


VCP—VIDEO GAME 


Insert a game cartridge 
in the slot and the 
VCP becomes a puIaO' 
pounding Video Game! 
Flayer, which will ha«e 
your kid (and even yodi) 
in raptures. It will'tidte 
your whole family 
through a myriad 
animated adventurea. 


Brought to India by 

BESAVISI5R ELECnONICS LTD. 

b-B, Mathura Road, JanQHira, New Deihi'l 10 014 
Phone 4631888 Fax 91 11-4627350 

BRANCH SAU8 OFFICES DEU4I 4631456 SONIPAT 7282630 
LUDHIANA. 644354 LUCKNOW 79179 QHAZIABAO 723450 
JAIPUR 517534 CALCUTTA 349485 BHUBNESHWAR 406732 
INDORE 468756 PATNA. 226163 AHMEDABAO 441413 (PP) 
QUWAHATI 541B43 BOMBAY 4090039 


THE CHOICE OF 140 COUhtTilt 
NOW IN 1 N D I 



FOCUS 


MASTER OFTHEF 


GARY LINEKER, 
one of England's 
finest footballers, has 
announced his 
retirement and plans 
to become a 
commentator on TV 


BY HENRY winter ; 


F or a man whose final school 
report concluded that he 
"must devote less time to 
sport if he wants to be a 
success", Gary Winston Lineker OBE 
has contradiaed his teachers rather 
speaacularly. World Cup hero, 
England captain, MCC cricketer, and 
now, following the announcement 
that his playing days will end in 
November, sporting pundit on 
television and radio. The spectators' 
loss is the viewers' gain. 

It is fitting that Lineker used the 
BBC to relay news of his pending 
retirement. Auntie appears a natural 
habitat for the photogenic 
33-year-oid with immaculate image 
His performances to date have 
displayed his potential; an evening 
with Gary Lineker could soon be 
playing in every front room, every 
week. 

Radio 5 Live, the outlet for 
Lineker's revelation, will also be quick 
to employ one of football's most 
credible voices. Rejecting the idea of 
management, Lineker said that his 
"ambitions are certainly, in the near 
future, towards the media side of the 
game—TV... radio, or perhaps writing 
a little bit." 

Persistent injury problems mean 
Lineker is coming home from Japan 
not to play for Middlesbrough or 
Southampton, as had been suggested 
to him, but to become the rising son of 
media-land. 
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He has talked before of his 
enthusiasm for broadcasting, even 
making a pcrscient address to the 
Oxford Union in 1990. Speaking 
against the motion that “This House 
believes it is better to commentate 
than to participate", Lineker argued: 
"Those who pariidpate provide the 
poetry. Those who commentate 
provide the prose. And not very good 
prose at that. That's why so many 
ex-players have taken up 
commentating, ft's called missionary 
work." 

"Accomplishing missions marked 
his illustrious professional vocation. A 
late developer at Leicester City, his 
home-town club, Lineker turned 
himself by practice and patience into 
one of England's finest centre 
forwards. He developed his striking 
skills at each club he represented— 
initially at Filbert Street before 
lucrative moves to Evenon, Barcelona 
and Tottenham Hotspur. Bedevilled 
by injury, Lineker's sojourn in Japan 
has been of modest attainment. After 
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completing his two-year contract on 
Nov 19, with Nagoya Grampus 8's 
final game of the season against 
Hiroshima, the master of the penalty 
bt)x will retire. 

Perhaps the most significant tribute 
to Lineker's worth as a forward came 
from Sir Alf Ramsey, manager of 
England's World Cup-winning team. 
Commenting in 1992 after Lineker 
had bowed out of the international 
arena with 48 goals in 80 appearances, 
Ramsey mused; "If I'd had Lineker in 
19661 would have played alongside 
Geoff Hurst. What a partnership that 
would have been." 

Lineker's art was rooted in an 
ability to deceive defenders. To steal 
that spacecreating magical yard on a 
marker, Lineker, stealth personified, 
would begin a dummy run. A canny 
brain, and even faster feet, allowed 
the two-time Footballer of the Year to 
change direction, even back-track. 


A BRIGHT FUTURE AS 
BROADCASTER 


G ary LINEKER's future centres on radio and television, almost 

suddenly with the BBC. Before he went to Japan he worked in both, 
and the BBC arc sure to welcome him back 
Those involved in programmes with him say that he is one of the 
quickest learners in the business. His confidence, his knowledge of the 
game, in this country and in Europe, and his smile make him the 
broadcaster made for television. 

My undcrstandiitg is that he wants tt) see some cricket in Australia in the 
week's ahead but I expect him to be back in a BBC TV studio early in the 
new year in lime for BBC's first life broadcast from the third round of the 
FA Cup. 

Would that the first match features Wolves, now under the charge of 
former England manager Graham Taylor, I would make every effort to 
hear Lineker on Taylor. 

Lineker's retirement and return to television would f ilf the ga|) left 
by Bob Willson's move to UV, But he would be more than just a 
replacement. If the former England striker wishes it, he could have a big 
future in television, more than just sitting alongside Alan Hansen. 

My admiration for Hansen as an analyst is known but that is the extent 
of his TV career. 

Lineker could become much more than that. He could become an 
anchor-man and introduce a football programme. 

For the immediate future, though, I see him alternating with Trevor 
Brooking. The former England and West Ham midfielder is bright and 
pleasant. What he lacks, though, is edge, that sharpness under fire which 
Linrkar hides so well behind that smile. Paul Fox 


COLORSPORT 



while his opponent chugged on. It was 
like a speedboat escaping a 
dreadnought in a crowded harbour. 

FtHUball statistics arc fickle but 
Lineker's record of a goal per 0.62 
games is immensely impressive. 
Flowing gently at first, it embarked on 
a crescendo via Evert on, the 1986 
World Cup, where a hat-trick against 
Poland was a masterpiece of 
opportunist finishing, and Barcelona. 

Medals, not profuse in Lineker's 
life, came in the shape of a Spanish 
League title and a European 
Cup-Winners' Cup. But the 
debilitating effects of hepatitis, and 
the replacement of Terry Venables by 
Johan Cruyff as Barcelona coach. 
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rcsiricied his effectiveness and he 
reiurned home, to Spurs in 1989. 

Italia 90, where he scored four 
times in England's odyssey to that epic 
Turin shcx)t-oui, and Tottentham's 
successful FA Cup-winning venture, 
of 1991 (his most precious moment), 
provided final—and 
lasting—tiighlighls. 

Lineker's England farewell, on June 
17, 1992, proved a contentious affair, 
substitute against Sweden by Graham 
Taylor. One short of Btibby Charlton's 
goalsotring record of 49, it appeared 
to an enraged public that the 
greengrocer's son had Ireen denied by 
the man soon to be consigned, by 
some, to the vegetable patch. After 


Persistent injury 
problems mean Lineker 
is coming home from 
Japan not to play for 
Middlesbrough or 
Southampton, as had 
been suggested to him, 
but to become the 
rising^son of media land 


A rataxad MM oil Ibe pitch. Gary Lnakar 
MMdt tn* with SMcker phnrw Willie 
iVofM Hri his chiMrae ea ■ beach fai S^M 

that it was sayonara Lineker-san. 

Goals and medals, cannot reflect the 
enormity of Lineker's career. One fact 
probably encapsulates the man's 
reputation: he was never booked. 

Television, and LeitTstershire 
Seconds, will soon claim his time, but 
it is to be hoped that the Football 
Association, who ignored another 
England golden boy, Bobby Moore, 
after his retirement will find work for 
Lineker, whether advisory or simply 
ambassadorial. His sporting talents, in 
continued deBahce of his teacher's 
prediction, remain undimmed.# 
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Seve Ballesteros' recent 
return to good form is a 
welcome sign for golf 
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'ITH all the four K<>ir 
majors (eijuivalent lo 
the tennis Grand 
Slams) over, the 
seenario shifted to ifie European 
Circuit where the Americans are 
active jiartidpants. Yet, one thing the 
US golfers can't gel over is how a sport 
they dominated for such a long period 


Ballesteros, who 
dominated the game for 
the oast 15 years, 
dn't explain his 
in form. But to 
remain at the top for 
long in any competitive 
sport today is difficult. 
Many great athletes 
have fallen for some 
relson or the other. 
Ballesteros once said 
when his form was 


; Ballesteros once said 

when his form was 
suspect that "one day 
‘ x i you're the best in the 
I world, but the next 


day.... nothing' 
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of lime could become the stranglehold 
of the non-Americans? This was 
fonspiaiously evident when all the 
golf majors were cornered by 
"outsiders” this year. 

But the American stars were not 
conceding so easily on the European 
Circuit as they arc hellbent on 
clinching a few titles. However, the 
scene unfortunately is not going the 
American way to say the least. 

Nick Faldo is not in his clement 
although he stands third in the Sony 
Rankings. Welshman Ian Woosnam, 
who the critics were seriously 
thinking of writing off, made a 


(onfidence crisis and slid in the world 
rankings mainly because of the long 
absence of nearly 14 months. 

Ballesteros, who dominated the 
game for the past 15 years, couldn't 
explain his drop in form. But to 
remain at the lop for long in any 
atmpetitive sport tixlay is difficult. 
Many great athletes have fallen for 
some reason or the other. Ballesteros 
(tnee said when his form was suspect 
that "one day you're the iK’st in the 
world, but the next day... nothing." 

He suddenly began to hnd it difficult 
to hi) a simple shot. The sight was 
pathetic. He had lost the mood and 



JoM Maria Otaz^l: lii|h ia iha raakiags 

splendid comeback when he 
triumphed over one of the greatest 
players of the lasywo decades and the 
very best in Spain, Seve Ballesteros in 
the Dunhill Masters at Woburn by a 
single stroke. It's heartening that 
Ballesteros'name has finally cropped 
up after prolonged hibernation. 

The Spaniard had a long lay-off a 
couple of years back and it was 
unbelievable how difficult it was for 
him to regain form. This charismatic 
golfer became famous when he won 
the British, US Open and the Masters 
and a host of other titles. Yet, 
suddenly he began to suffer from a 


motivation all of a sudden. People 
were not paying attention anymore to 
his game. Arid what was more 
frightening was that critic''- were even 
beginning to ignore him. 

Just when things seemed to be 
getting from bad to worse, Ballesteros 
suddely struck frrrtn in May 1992 
during the Spanish Open. People in 
large numbers showed up to support 
the local hero. They thought the 
player had come back where he 
belonged; at least close to his winning 
habits, although the honours went to 
an Argentine Eduardo Romero. But it 
was great to see 'Seve' back among the 
golf stalwarts. His circuit colleagues 


gave him the much-needed 
encouragement. Ballesteros 
participated in many armpetitions 
this year although the results were not 
impressive. But the struggle went 
on... And this season, people are again 
talking about him. 

At 37, the Spaniard has become the 
closest contender in the European 
money list. First he won the Benson 6- 
Hedges International at St Mellion 
and recently the Mercedes German 
Open at Motzener See near Berlin. It 
was a well-earned vitiory, which took 
Ballesteros to the second position in 
the European Order of Merit and 
trailing Colin Montgomerie in the 
prize money ILst at the time of going to 
press. 

This triumph was the Spaniard's 
70th title—and the second win this 
year. In fact, it was the most dramatic 
play-off victory. At the end of the 18th 
hole on the final day Ballesteros, Ernie 
Els and com|>atriot Jose Maria 
Olazabal were tied at 270 each. The 
junior players were undoubtedly in 
superior form and obviously 
Ballesteros stood no chance. 

"Before 1 teed off I knew how well 
both of them were playing and that 
there was not really much chance for 
me to win unless something great 
happened," he told The Times. But 
the more experienced Ballesteros also 
had this to say; "if they make a atiiple 
of errors then God help them." 

The threesome came back to the 
18th for the play-off. A deathly silence 
loomed over the course. Ballesteros 
used a six iron and drove across the 
lake to place three* feet from the pin; 

Els landed on the bunker and Olazabal 
cursed himself when his ball sukmI 18 
feet from the pin. Funnily, minutes 
from the play-off Els could have won 
the tournament but for a six feet putt 
miss. And it was fascinating that in. 
spile of a 11 -stroke deficit after two 
rounds, Ballesteros came back 
strongly to win a dramatic play-off. 

Remarkable indeed! 'The way 1 
won was great and who I beat made it 
even better," Ballestertrs said. " They 
arc the top two youngsters in the 
world." But in the end, it's great to see 
a legend back in his old stride. 

Subhas. K 
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Diurreti Gotugfi is one oftmifanJ's new 
pm e hope lor the [ollowifu] Ashes 
series. f Vo/ he deliver? 


T !1F standard ol I;nglish 
cricket has slumped 
considerably over the last few 
years. Nobody had really 
predicted such a decline in their 
cricketing fortunes. The hopes of 
F.nglaiid's supporters were raised 
somewhat after the 1991-92 season 
triumph (two matches won each 
against New Zealand and West Indies) 
but it only proved to be a flash in the 
pan. The prosperous times never came 
as the linglishmcn tumbled from one 
setback to the other The cause of the 
Fnglish decline are many, but if one 
was to observe minutely, most of 
these factors lead to one simple 
conclusion—an obvious lack ol class 
players. Derek Pringle and 
out-of form (,'hris Lewis sudcicniy 
catapulted a host of young fast 
bowlers to the front. And Gough is 
one frontline Fnglish fast bowler In 
the recent series against New Zealand 
and South Africa, he took eleven 
wickets at J7.6 i runs apiece in three 
Tests. 

Generally speaking, if one is doing a 
profile on a cricketer, one picks up his 
statistical record, goes through some 
of the details of the matches the man 
has played, adds some imagination 
and there, one has a profile. But doing 
so with this bloke, one is really at a 
I 0 S.S, not because there ate not enough 
statistical material to discuss but 
simply because thi> player has had 
such a low profile that one is rather 
amused. The subject of discussion is 
Gough, the tall and lanky fast bowler 
from Yorkshire, who made his dre-am 
debut in a Test fin Fngland. 

Gough loves playing cricket. This is 
self evidenced by his broad grin, his 
rumbustious at titude and lively 
spring in-lhe-step demeanour. It's a 
pie .'sure to watch him perform in 


these days of hang dog expression and 
slouch-shouldered burden carriers. 

Gough’s refreshing approach to 
cricket at the top level stems from an 
iincomidicaied philosophy. "If Tm 
given a chance I'm going to make sure 
I take it," are his thoughts. 

His one-day debut against Nev, 
Zealand was encouraging. Two 
wickets, including Martin Crowe’s in 
his first over, and an invigorating 
display of genuine fast bowling had 


The departure ol Graham 
OsSley, Meil Foster, Derek 
Ff ingle and oui-of form 
Chris lewis has suddenly 
catapulted Gough as the 
frcntHne English fast 
bowler. In the series 
against Uqw Zealand and 
South Africa (11 wickets at 
37.63 runs apiece in three 
Test). 


him hailed as Frigland's new fast 
bowling hero. 

Cruelly, his hopes of immediate 
Tost match recognition were dashed 
by the fast bowlci's injury. A ripped 
side muscle iricaiiacitated him for four 
weeks. He was well advised and cared 
forai Yorkshire; Steve Oldham, the 
county coach, well aware that an cat ly 
return with such an injury could 
prolong the lay off, encouraged 
Gough to maintain general fitness 
levels in the gym and to be ready to 
bowl as soon as the injury cleared. 

His comeback in county cricket, 
with six wickets in an innings against 
Hampshire, was successful enough for 
the sclccttirs to include Gough in the 
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squad for the third Test against New 
Zealand. 

Gough made a dream Test debut 
with both bat and ball on the 2nd day 
as he and Phil DcFreitas swung the 
match towards England. A superb 
130-run eighth-wicket partnership 
hauled England out of trouble. Their 
runs together came off only 34 overs. 
DeFreiias fell for 69 and Gough for 65, 
but together they broke the grip New 
Zealand had held on the match almost 
from the start, Gough was impressive 
for a player iti his lirst Test innings, 
hitting ten lK>undaries in his 126-baU 
slay. 

Bowling the second over of the New 
Zealand innings, Gough produced a 
brute of a delivery with his fifth ball 
which reared sharply to clip the bat 
handle of the recalled Mark Great 


batch and have him caught by Graeme 
Hick at second slip for a duck. 
Greatbatch, in inordinately ptxir form 
and never the best against the quicks, 
was subjeaed to three balls of class 
fast bowling by the nerveless novice 
before ducking into a bouncer to give 
Gough his first Test wicket. The 
Yorkshire pacemart bowled with fire 
and intelligence to take four for 47 in 
the first innings and a further two in 
the second. 

Gough's rise to prominence has 
been remarkably swift. This time last 
year he was not even sure of a place in 
Yorkshire's first team, but he had 
made up his mind about what he 
wanted to be and how he was going to 
achieve his aim. 

From his comprehensive school 



background in Barnsley he aspired to 
earn his living from sport. A brief 
flirtation with Rotherham Town FC 
ended when he was offered a placed 
the Yorkshire staff at 17. He owes 
much to the Priory School, a 
comprehensive where sport is still 
encouraged, and Gough puts in his 
returns. He makes a point of visiting . 
the school to take winter coaching 
sessions, to maintain the tradition and 
encourage the youngsters. Why can't 
ail comprehensiVes be so practical and 
far sighted? 

Gough always possessed the ability 
to bowl fast, but in his early years at 
Yorkshire he became frustrated by his 
tendency to bowl two no balls an over 
and toyed with bowling a tighter line 
and cutting his pace. But as he says: "I 
quickly realised that bowling medium 
pace was not my game and 1 decided to 
concentrate on bowling fast and 
developing three types of delivery." 

He was aided and encouraged in 
this by West Indian skipper Richie 
Richardson, who on his arrival at 
Yorkshire in early 1993 told Gough 
just to bowl fast and not worry about 
the odd loose delivery. 

With pace came two deliveries; his 
stock ball, the away-swinger, and 
broad of shoulder and beam, he has 
the ideal build for bowling fast and his 
bouncer invariably catches batsmen 
unaware and hurries them for pace. 

After watching and facing Wasim 
Akram and Waqar Younis and being 
tormented by their old-ball swinging 
yorker, he simply resolved that "if 
they can do it so can 1," and after 
much practice and hard work in the 
nets the reliable inswinging yorker 
was added to his repertoire. 

Gough has shown shrewd 
scleaivity in choosing to attempt to 
copy Wasim and Waqar, he has 
received great encouragement from 
the West Indian captain, whom he 
nevertheless aims to dismiss in next 
year’s Test series, and he has a burning 
desire to be successful at the highest 
kvcl. Given those attributes Gough 
deserves to stay fit and be England's 
strike bowler for many years. But first 
is the acid Test during the Ashes scries 
Down Under. 

Courtesy Pakistan Cricketer 
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A cleaner, greener tomorrow.'''^i4^ That's what we're workinL 
earth they can live in. Breathe in. Play in. And that effort begin ' ^ 
ongoing training help change people's attitudes about enviro i 
programmes for environment conservation and manning of stat - 
put into action. Investments worth crores of rupees hove been mo J 
water and life cleaner. Steel is environment-friendly, 

capacity to be re>cycled. It saves denudation of forests ... and S J 




lb towards, today. So that our children inherit an 
with the mind. At SAIL, seminars, workshops and 
ment consciousness.In tandem, extensive 
- 3f-the-art pollution control equipment have been 
^ to ensure pollution control. Making the air, soil, 
s a perfect engineering material with a unique 
. is striving for pollution-free steelmakingr'^i)|^ 
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Too much should not be read into India's 
four gold medal 'haul' at the Hiroshima Asiad, The fact is that 
Indian sport is slowly losing its sense of direction 


BY NOVY KAPADIA. HI ROSHIMA 

OR India, the nagging sense 
of loss and disappointment at 
the Beijing Asiad, was only 
partially atoned at the 12th 
Asian Games at Hiroshima 
Ostensibly, there was a marginal 

54 


improvement from eleventh at 
Beijing to eighth at Hiroshima, from 
one gold in 1990 to (our golds in 1994. 
However, there was a decline in 
India's overall medak tally. 

At Beijing, India won one gold, 
eight silvers and 14 bronze medals for 
a total of 23 medals. At Hiroshima, 


India finished with just 22 medals, 
four golds, three silvers, and 15 
bronze med4ift.The decline in the 
number of silvn and overall medals 
tally and a critical analysis of our 
performance are crystal dear pointers 
that India is now amongst the 
minnows of Asian sport. 




Janardhan Singh Gchlot's.iihc 
affable chef-de-mission of the Indian 
contingeni,)cryptic analysis was. “We 
missed four golds, otherwise our 
performance would have been much 
better. Still, considering that sports is a 
low priority in India, our jrerformance 
at Hiroshima was satisfying. After all, 
we increased our gold medals tally. 
Our squad to Hiroshima was less than 
the squad tt) Beijing and still, we 
nearly got the same amount of 
medals" 

The secretary of the Indian 
Olympic Association (lOA).Mr 
Randhir Singh felt that there was a 
silver lining for Indian sports at 
Hiroshima specially in the 
performance of Jaspal Rana, the 
boxers and the women lifters. In spite 
of the optimism of the sports officials, 
consistent debacles have caused a 
sense of apathy amongst sports fans 
and people at large. For many years, 
like a routine ritual, there would be 
indignant outenes about India's 
dismal performances at sports 
extravaganzas like the Asiad and the 
Olympics 

Promises were made of broad 
basing spttrts but it was never fulfilled. 
After the Hiroshima Asiad, this public 
outrage has been strangely low-key. 
Even the vocal Members of 
Parliament have not expressed 
indignation at India's dismal story. It is 
as if the MPs and the public at large 
have become resigned to India being 
an also ran in international sport. 

Customary excuses of lack of 
financial incentives and sup|x>rt are 
no longer tenable. A sum of Rs. 72.2 
lakhs was spent to train the wrestling 
squad for the Asiad. Except for M.R. 
Patel who finished a creditable fifth in 
the Under-62 kgs category in the 
Greco-Roman style, the other 
grapplers lost in the preliminary 
league phase, often without much of a 
fight. 

The national coach lor rowing, 
Praveen Kumar Oberoi. admits, "Our 
expectations at Hiroshima were much 
more. We did not perform as well as 
we should have." The Union 
Government were generous in their 
support for the training of the squad. 


The overall costs for training the Asiad 
rowing squad was Rs. 116.4 lakhs. The 
squad just got one bronze medal 
through .lagjit Singh and Rajinder 
Prahlad Shilke, in the men's 
coxswainless pairs. 

In seven other events, Indian 
rowers could not cope with the 
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strength and the fluency of the Yet, Rs. 61.2 lakhs were spent in to Gehlol were Mansher Singh in trap 

Chinese and the Japanese rowers. preparing these squads. This was done shtMUing, Leandcr Paes in men s 

Similarly, in kayaking and canoeing, in spite of the advice of the Russian singles tennis, Malleswari in the 

India overestimated their abilities. As coach Sergei Makareinka who felt Undef-54 kgs women's lifting and in 

expected, the powerful squads from that a smaller squad in canoeing men's hockey. To single out blighted 

Uzbekistan and Kazakhistan, many of should have been sent. After all, the destiny as an excuse for narrowly 

them former members of the Asiad is not a meet where athletes failing to win four extra gold medals is 

erstwhile USSR, dominated these should be sent only for exposure. oversimplification or taking refuge in 

events. The four 'mi.ss/tig'goldsaccording rhetoric. A careful perusal will reveal 





REVIEW 


that only in the case of Leander Paes 
could destiny and the stars be blamed. 
In the men's singes temiis semi-final, 
frequent interruptions by rain and 
fierce winds marred Pacs's 
concentration and fluency, hicleinent 
weather led to Leander being upset in 
three sets by the ultimate silver 
medallist, Korea's Yong-Il Yoon. 


'if 









REVIEW 


HIROSHIMA HIGHLIGHTS 


• Suuili Korea's World Cup striker Hwaug Sun Kong's 8 goals versus Nepal on 
October I, was the most number of goals scored by a player in a match in Asian 
Games history. But South Korea's 11 -0 victory over Nt^tal in that particular mate h 
however, was not the biggest margin. The higgesl-evcr victory in Asiad liKitball was 
Malaya's IS-1 win versus the Philippines in the 1962 Djakarta Asian Gann's. 

* * * « 

^JataCsTalal Mansuor made a hat-trick nt winning the presliginus 100 metre race 
in threeconseculive Asian Games; Seoulin 1986. Beijing, in 1990and Hiroshima in- 
1994. 

• 

• Ryan Han Woi Tan, Malaysia's 14-year-old lad became the youngc-st gold 
medallisl of the Hinishima Games. He won the gold medal in the Optimist Class 
Yachting. 

« 6 * « 

• India's iirsi gold medal at Hiroshima wasthemen'stennisteam event. It was 
India's first tennis gold in Asian Games histi >ry. 

* A » 

fk |,eander Paes brouglit three medals lor India—twvo gold medals in the men's 
team and doubles event and one bronze in the singles event. 

* 41 * -* 

• Daniel Go. a cancer patient from Manila, won a bronze medal ior the Philippines 
in laijiquan, a gracetiil martial art. 'This event became an Asian tiames sport in 
Beijing. 

« « B * 

• The Chinese-swimmer Lu Bin set a world rerord of 2 min 11.57 sec in the 
women's 200 metre individual medley, eclipsing the old mark set by her teammate 
Un U at the 1992 Barcelona Olympics. Lu Bin ended the Games with lour golds and 
two silver medals. 

• • * * 

ik In all. 25 world records were bndeen in the I2ih Asian Games- -two in archery, 
two in shooting, one in swimming and 20 in weightlifting. 

• • « * 

^ India captured 22 medals (4 golds, 3 silvers and 15 bronzes) at Hiroshima—one 
short of the 23 medals feme gold, 8 silvers and 14 bronzes) they obtained in 1990 at 
the Beijing Asiad, But India moved from eleventh to eighth position in the final 
medals tally because they managed lour gold medals as against the one gold they 
won in Beijing. 

* # « * 

• For the fim time in the history of the Asian Gaines, seven times gold medal 
winners Pakistan could not reach the men's hockey final as they went down 3-6 to 
South Korea via the tic-lweakrr in the first semi-final on October 12, 1994. 

Compiled by HARIPRASAD CHATTOPAOKYAY 


been belter prepared mentally and 
aniid have got a medal. I repeatedly 
asked for a atach but got no help." His 
predicament is typical of why Indian 
sport flops. There is no atiention lo 
detail After his Commonwealth 
Games triumph. Mansher was 
identified as a potential gold medallist. 
If he had got adequate araching 
support, a medal. If not a gold would 
have been forthatming. As there is no 
coach for trap in India, Manshcr's 


attempt at getting a foreign coach 
should have been encouraged. Now, 
efforts are being made to get a coach 
from Kazakhistan this winter. If the 
coach had been got earlier, maybe it 
would not have been the winter of 
discontent for Mansher. 

To Slate that Kamran Malleswari 
would have got a gold in the Under- 54 
kgs category is wishful thinking. She 
finished with a tally of 195 kgs which 
was 7.5 kgs less than the gold 














































medallist, of China, Zhang Juhua. 
Malleswari performed her best but on 
the day the Chinese girl was too 
strong. Women’s weightlifting in 
which India performed adequately, 
winning three bronze medals and one 
silver, aptly illustrates why India lags 
behind the rest of the world. In an age 
when Chinese coaches attempt a 
fusion of high-tech technology and 
traditional Chinese herbal medicine 
and diet, India is still dependent on 
tuck and sheer chance instead of 
proper nurturing of talent. 

Ninteen-year-old Malleswari took 
to the sport four years ago by accident 
because her father and brothers were 
interested in the sport.Similarly, 
India's Jeevan Jyoti Saini in the 
Under-70 kgs weight category, is a 
newcomer to the sport. Her favourite 
sport was judo while she stayed in a 
village at Gurdaspur. However, as 
there was no proper judo coach in her 



' ii«t)«duTPmad;bispBrforBiMK«was 
)i ' to mile alwat 

neighbourhood, she tmrk to lifting as 
she met a competent coach in that 
sport, 

India's champions arc still often 
discovered accidentally instead of 
being nurtured by a roncericci 


centralised coaching effort. Also, 
many Indian sportspersons remain 
dissatisfied and unhappy. This is often 
caused by sloppy inefndency and 
ptxtr man-management by SAl 
oflicials or the national sports 
federations. The boxers were given 
shoes meant for wrestlers. Gurmect 
Singh and Bitju Sah got proper shoes 
just days before the actual 
competition. They were not familiar 
with these shoes and slipped in the 
opening bouts. The women's htKkey 
team did not have a doctor and thus 
when ace schemer and skipper Rajbir 
Rai bad a groin strain at Hiroshima, 
coach Maharaj Kishen Kaushik ran 
from pillar to post to get some medical 
help. It was a case of history repeating 
itself. 

In the '76 Montreal Olympics, 
Sritam Singh was desperately in 
search of a masseur to relax his 
muscles for the SOOin final. India had 


Lite goes on The neo Games are in 
Bangkok In '98 The sex capital of the world 
will now become for a brief while the 
athletics capital 



oodbye. See you in Bangkok 





not given him the required medical 
assistance. And coach Ulyas Babar's 
massage was not good enougti. For 
the crucial opener versus Japan. 

Rajbir was not fully fit. Coach Kaushik 
feels that with better medical 
attention, she could have got fit 
earlier, and could have helped India 
get a bronze medal. Dr. D.'Cruze 
attached to the men's team, was 
reluctant to help Rajbir Rai which 
shows the typical attitude and lack of 
co-ordination in Indian sports. 

GrapplerM.R. Patel said,‘"The food 
in Hiroshima was excellent. If only we 
could get such nutritious diet at our 
camps in India, we could perform 
much better." Wrestling coach 
Raudnistky feels that diet in India is 
adequate. But he says that the Indian 
wrestlers have wrong eating habits 
and like food with excessive fat 
content which is not good for speed 


S al 
■ 
il 


Raaa wWi IM IMiaala. A sapaffc 


A sum of Rsr72^ lakfis 
was spent to train the 
wrestling squad for the 
Asiad. Except for IM R. 
Patel who finished a 
creditable fifth, in the 
Under-62 kgs category 
in the Greco Roman 
style, the other 
wrestlers lost in the 
preliminary stages, 
often without a fight 


and agility. Patel's statement on food 
showed that he was mentally 
disturbed. 

Another chronic neurotic was 
Liniba Ram. With form deserting him, 
he now blames his equipment. His 
grouse is that SAI did not provide him 
with modern equipment in time. SAI 
officials argue that he was given the 
best possible equipment. One 
wonders what the much touted sports 
psychologist Nikolai Volkov wa» 
doing at Hiroshima if he could not 
calm the needlessly ruffled nerves of 
Limba Ram and M.R. Patel. As there is 
no accountability in Indian sport, this 
system of passing the buck has become a 
regular pastime. So many excuses are 
trotted out that the malady is never 
cured and there are no efforts at 
amelioration. In a rapidly changing 
world, Indian sports, rerrudns dismally 
stagnant. 9 
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OTHER EVENTS 


PREVIEW 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


NOV.2; Durand Cup 
football, Delhi; Duleep 
Trophy-East vs North, 
Calcutta 6- West vs South. 
NOV.}. Italian Open 
table tennis; Durand Cup 
hH>tball, Delhi; Duleep 
Trophy-East vs North. 
Calcutta tr West vs South. 
NOV 4 Durand Cup 
football, Delhi; Duleep 
Trophy-East vs North. 
Cal cutta. West vs South; 
Italian Open table tennis; 
England vs South Austra¬ 
lia cricket, Adelaide. 

NOV 5; Durand Cup 
fiKitball. Delhi; Italian 
Often table tennis; Eng¬ 
land vs South Australia 
crickrt. Adelaide 
.NO\'.fi: Durand Cup 
football, Delhi. Italian 
Open table tennis; Eng¬ 
land vs South Australia 
cricket, Adelaide; Duleep 
Trophy-East vs Wc-st, 
Bihar & North vs Central, 


Orissa; Italian Open table 
tennis; Japanese Grand 
Prix motorracing, 

Suzuki; International 
track cycling. 

Manchestn. 

NOV.7: Durand Cup 

fositbail. Delhi; Duleep 
Trophy-East vs West, 
Bihar & North vs Central, 
Assam; International 
track cycling, Man¬ 
chester; England vs 
South Australia cricket, 
Adelaide. 

NOV..*} International 
trail' cvciing. 

Mar; ‘ii >■' r 

NO' Women's 

cricket-WCAI XI vs 
Ausital'a, Chandigaih. 
England vs Prune Mini¬ 
ster's XI, Canberra 
N'.!>' World Cup of 
C.olf, Spam. Deodhar 
Trophy-West vs North, 


Itaxt BMtofncHig it dM JapanaM GP 
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Assam fr South vs Cen¬ 
tral, Calcutta, Women's 
crickel-Australia vs 
Sponsored XI, Delhi; 
Mini volleyball, Madras. 

Nttv I I' World Cup ol 
Golf, Spam, Mini volley¬ 
ball. Madras. 

NOV 12 World Cup of 
Golf, Spain; England vs 
Australia XI, Hobart; 
Duleep Trophy-West vs 
North, Assam b- South vs 
Central, Calcutta; Mint 
volleyball. Madras; 
Women's cncket-lndia 
vs Australia one-dayer, 
Delhi. 

NOV l<: World Cup ol 
Golf, Spain; England vs 
Australia XI, Hobart; 
Duleep Trophy-West vs 
North, Assam 6- South vs 
Central, Calcutta; Mini 
volleyball, Madras; 


Australian Grand Prix 
motorracing, Adelaide. 
Maharaja Ranjii Singh 
hockey. Amritsar 
NOV 1-t England vs 
Australia Xl, Hobart; 
Duleep Tropliy-Wcst vs 
North, Assam h South vs 
Central, Calcutta; Maha¬ 
raja Ranjit Smgh hockey. 
Amritsar 

NOV 5'j, England vs 
Australia XI, Hohart, Vir¬ 
ginia Slims tennis. New 
York; Woild Team Gym¬ 
nastics, Dortmund; 
World men's 

powerlifting, Norway; 
Duleep Trophy-West vs 
North, Assam & South vs 
Central, Calcutta; 

Women's cricket-India 
vs Australia 2nd one- 
dayer, Indore; Maharaja 
Ranjit Singh hockey, 
Amritsar. 




ORTNIGHT 




EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 


Golf coverage by Prime Sports has been comprehensive this 
y^ar, bringing viewers many top-class championships from all 
over the world. This fortnight too Prime Sports bring to you 
highlights of some golf events plus coverage of the World Cup 
Golf live from Dorado Beach, San Juan (Puerto Rico). So stay 
tuned in on the following days: 

Wednesday 2: World Cup of Golf-Westcm Zone qualifier at 2 
am and Eastern Zone qualifier at 4.30 pm. 

Thursday 3; World Cup of Golf-Eastcm Zone qualifier at 2 am. 
Volvo Masters highlights at 4.30 pm 
Friday 4; Volvo Masters highlights at 1 am-US PGA Tour 
Kapalue Int. at 11.30 am 

Saturday 5: Ounhill Masters highlights at 9.30 pm and 9 am. 

US PGA Tour Kapalua Int. at 6 am and 11.30 am 

Sunday 6: Dunhill Masters highlights at 9.30 pm and 9 am. US 

PGA Tour Kapalua Int. at 6 am and 1.30 pm 

Monday 7: Ounhill Masters highlights at 9.30 pm, 8 am and 

4.30 pm. US PGA Tour Kapalua Int. at 3.30 am and 9 am 
Tuesday 8: US PGA Tour Kapalua Int. at 5.30 am and 5 pm 
Wednesday 9: Grand Slam of Golf at 5.30 am and 3.30 pm 
Thursday 10: Grand Slam of Gold at 10.30 pm, 5.30 am and 

3.30 pm 

Friday 11: Grand Slam of Golf at 10.30 pm 
Saturday 12: World Cup Golf at 11.30 pm and 6.30 pm 
Sunday 13: WorldCupGtdfat 11.30pm, 6am and 5.30pm 
Monday 14: World Cup at 11.30 pm, 6 am and 5.30 pm 

SOCCER: 

Wednesday 2; Football Mondial at 11.30 pm and 9.30 am. 
Chinese Soccer I.eague at 5 pm 

Thursday 3: Chinese Soccer League at 11.30 pro and9.J0am 
Friday 4: Asian Football Show at 1.30 pm 
Satur^y 5: Asian Football Show at 11.30 pm and European 
Soccer Show at 4.30 pm 

Sunday 6: European Soccer Show at 1.30 am and Chinese 
Soccer League at 3.30 pm 

Monday 7: European Soccer Show at 4.30 am and Chinese 
Soccer League at 1.30 pm 

Tuesday 8: Chinese Soccer League at 10.30 pm; European 
Soccer Show at 9.30 am and Football Mondial at 4 pm 
Wednesday 9: Football Mondial at 1.30 pm and Chinese 
Soccer League at 2 pm 




PriNit Spwli fMpvlNr MwN: &P0PMMI SoccNT SIhnv 

Friday 11: Chinese Soccer League at 9 am and Asian Football 
Show at 1.30 pm 

Saturday 12: European Soccer Show at 4.30 pm 
Sunday 13: Chinese Soccer League at 2.30 pm 
Monday 14: European Soccer Show at 6.30 am and Chinese 
Soccer League at 1.30 pm 

Tuesday 15: Chinese Soccer League at 11.30 pm and Futbol 
Mundialat 4 pm 


Friday 4: Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm 

Saturday 5: Wrestling Spotlight at 10.30 pm and Mania at 5.30 

pm 

Sunday 6: Wrestling Mania at 8 am 

Friday 11: Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm 

Saturday 12: Wrestling Spotlight at 10.30 pm and Mania at 

5.30 pm 

Suntby 13: Wrestling Mania at 5 am 
All timings in 1ST 






T here is an old 

adage—though a son]iewhat 
unfair one—that degrades 
the teaching profession. It 
goes thus—^"those who do, do. Those 

who don't.teach.' 

The present trend in India's 
electronic cricket media would tempt 
one to paraphrase that into, "Those 
who play....play, "rtiose who 

retire.take up commentary." 

This season we are witnessing the 
war of the TV boxes, with bmh World 
Tel (whose coverage is being taken by 
Doordarshan) and TWI (who are 
contributing to ATN's coverage) going 
all out to rope in as many former stars 
as possible. Michael Holding, Sunil 
Gavaskar. Glenn Turner, Tiger Paiaudi 
Ravi Shastri, Srikkanth are )ust a lew 
voices you will be hearing this winter, 
for there are many other 
stars'—including Sir Gary 
Sobers—who have been lined up for 
the rest of the season. 

So much so that one cynic quite 
accurately pointed out that there are 
more 'stars' in the commentary boxes 
than on the field of play. The 
competition, quite naturally, is fierce. 
No wonder Tiger Pataudi jokingly 
suggested that he would commentate 
in Hindi in order to avoid "the 
pressures of competition." 

The rivalry is so intense that the 
Supreme Coun has ruled that a panel 
headed by Sunil Gavaskar will 
monitor camera positions of both 
World Tel and TWI to ensure i hat 
there are no problems. 


Gone are the days when 
commentators and 'experts' showed 
up on the morning of the game and 
Just took their seats in the 'box.' Mark 
Mascarenhas—the dynamic and 
exuberant Director of World Tel—gets 
his 'team' together the evening before 
ev'-i y match — just as Ajit Wadekar 
would the Indian team—to discuss 
'verb<il strategy' with the production 
crew. 

Michael Holding, while talking 
about how anyone who sees the game 
with a "wider perspective" can do 
good commentary, admits that while 
ite IS in the hot seat of exjiert, keeps 
.; ■' liing his .microphone off, tt) S{)eak 
• ‘; >e produaion crew on what action 
IK- wants them to focus on, so that he 
•. an illustrate his {Miint better. 

This is the age of the former player - 
turned-expert where "lay people" arc 
as non-existant as Srikkanth's 
defense. Unless of course you are 
willing to wear a liai and a bow tie in 
all sorts of weather and have an 
abnormal inclination towards ear 
rings. I dare say (!) that there will 
come a time when TV producers will 
draw up contracts to hand over to 
players the day after they retire. 

The grapevine has it that 
Mascarenhas—^whose drive and 
initiative are commendable—has 
already offered one such contract 

Ka|iil Dm aad SmH Gavaskar in IlM 
c oaa n a nia fY box could soon bocoow a 
canmou siglit. as Kapil Dm has also docidod 
>0 taka up coauasauitiag 
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which is awaiting the signature of one 
Mr Kapil Dev. Apparently the 
signature has been put on the bottom 
line, but no date has been added to it 
till the time of writing. 

Obviously, the stakes are high in 
this age of high-tech communication 
where television cars monopolise 
stadium car parks and autograph 
hunters seek commentators as eagerly 
as they do the players. 

And it's not only in the electronic 
media that technology has had its day, 
it has also hit the print media, 
characterised by joumabsts plodding 
with portable type writers. 

The only problem Sunil Gavaskar 
— who is continuing in his new 
profession as a media man where he 
left off in his cricketing career—has, is 
that he cannot type. But the computer 
people have good news for the 
mae.stro of bat and pen (and 
microphone). Today there arc 
computers which understand 
language or even read handwriting. 
All you have to do is talk or write and 
the computer will turn that into typed 
text which can be printed out 
afterwards. The computers which 
understands thousands of words and 
convert them into correctly spelled 
text on .screen, are now coming within 
the scope of desk top and portable PC's. 

Soon you will have journalists 
taking out their computers from their 
back ptKkets, speaking into them and 
then pressing the print button. Bingo. 
The job is done. 

But Sunil Gavaskar's first 
experience with this high tech stuff 
hasn't been a very happy one. At a 
London electronic fair recently, 
Gavaskar was presented with the 
'electronic pen' which turns hand 
writing into text on a small screen. 
Gavaskar scrawled out the words 'Is 
this what' as his first line. 
Unfortunately, the computer wasn't 
programmed to his hand writing, so 
what came up on the screen was ."kiss 
is illicit." 

No wonder Gava^ar has decided to 
continue to use,the more traditional 
pen which has ink in it and which 
can't read your mind. 

Andy O'Brien 
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SPORTSWORLO (FORTNiQHTLY) 2 NOVEMBER 1904 
REQDNO WBCC/3(V70TN/MS(C)375 MH^Y.S-719 



TOGETHER THEY'RE PERFECTLY mTCHED 


Azhar's misty stroke play has always made bowlers wary 
of him. And Kumble’s wnsty leg spinners have constantly baffled 
most of the top batsmen in the world A perfect combination of 
talent and craftiness 

It IS such combinations that have set the highest standard 
for Indian cricket Wills, the official sponsor of the Indian cricket 
team, wishes them greater success 
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RETURN TO 
EDEN 

India reign supreme in a higldy 'eventful' tournament 
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I Love my Sundays. 
all the time. It has 

Delicious and v 
Creamy Milk, 

Chocolate ^j^STandi 
Chocolate and i 

and so many^^w other 
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BYANDYO^fttEN 

’And I say yes. you were wonderful 
tonight’ 

Eric Clapton, 'Wonderful tonight' 


I T was indeed ironic that Sachin 
Tendulkar had requcsied this 
song to be played at a celebrity 
dinner the evening before the 
Wills W. S finals. And it was even 
more paradoxical that soon after. 



Vinod Kambli claimed that Sachin's 
choice was in fact, his own favourite 
too—’1 sang it to my wife on my 
wedding day,’ Kambli confessed. 

Barely twenty-four hours later, it 
would not have been out of place had 
the entire Eden Gardens sang the 
Clapton ballad dedicating it to the two 
young herrtes of Indian cricket. For, if 
Sachin set the pace for the Indian 
innings, Kambli blasted the West 
Indians out of the game, putting 
India's total Iteyttnd the reach of the 
Caribbeans, 

The 'ndians were—if one is allowed 
to use a pun—'on song' at the Eden 
Gardens where less than a year ago, 
they had humiliated the West Indies 
in a similar charged up atmosphere 
made up of lights, fireworks, 
paper-torches and.raw spectator 
passion. 

On the other hand, the Windies 
seemed woefully out of tune. And no 
amount of orchestration from 
manager Rohan Kanhai—^who gave 
his team a tongue lashing a couple of 
days before the final—could set the 
Caribbeans off on the right note. 
Kanhai reminded his players-that they 
ought to go out and do what they had 
come to do—and that is to play gtiod 
cricket. 

But there is a growing suspicion 
that a majority of the West Indian 
cricketers would prefer to be sipping 
white rum on a beach back home. 

Most of them have come here 
following a long English summer (in 
fact, the team actually assembled in 
London for the trip to India!) which 
had them tired and maybe somewhat 
disinterested. Yet, sadly for them they 
won't be home till Christmas, so 
unless they overcome their lethargy 
the Indian team will continue to have 
them for dessert. 

The one- sided 'indian victory in 
Calcutta prompted questions abotit 
the pedigree ol this present West 
Indies team. The answer is very 
simple, 'rhis team is not a great one. 
Pcricxl. Their pace attack is competent 
but not scary and their batting is much 
too dependent on Carl Hooper and 
Brian Lara. 

Swim more ciyital ware for Mm Indian 
tropkyroom 


An hour before the Wills World 
Series final, Lara was spotted outside 
the gates of the Club House by a group 
of speaators, who kept taunting him 
with 'Lara, we want a big zero from 
you,’ "Lara, Sachin will win this for 
us.’ Sachin went on to win the Man of 
the Match and the Player of the Series 
awards and Lara 'obliged' with a single 
run. In fact, it is a coincidence that in 
all the matches the two batting 
geniuses played against each 
other, there has never been a single 
occasion when both of them have 
clicked in the same match. And with 
Sachin scoring his 19th fifty in his 
84th one-day innings, the odds were 
stacked against Lara—and ultimately 
against his team. 

The huge contingent of 'black cats' 
who escorted each West Indian player 
in and out of the pitch may have been 
designated to protect them from the 
excited crowd, but with Lara out of 
sorts, there was no one to protea 
them from themselves—or for that 
matter from the Indian onslaught. 

If one were to borrow a term from 
athletics parlance,the West Indians 
could be labelled as 'front runners’. 
They are comfortable—and almost 
unbeatable—when on top or when 
they have the opposition on the run. 
Bui when was the last time you saw 
the West Indies come from behind to 
overcome pressure and win a 
tTicket match? 

The West Indies' honour must have 
taken a further bashing knowing that 
the Indians who were in the midst of 
their own dressing room controversy, 
had enough courage and character to 
take possession of that beautiful 
crystal winner's trophy. 

Afterall, in cricke'ing terms, India 
were without their fir.st choice 
wicket-keeper and the only player in 
international cricket who regularly 
opens both the batting and bowling 
foi his side. 

Which brings us to the 
Prabhakar-Mongia controversy. 

There could be no second thought 
that if the team management were of 
the opinion that the two didn't play 
for the interests of the team, then they 
deserved some form of 
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punishment—in this case a two~gainc 
suspension. But surely there ought to 
be even more stringent action taken 
against a player showing disre^ct to 
his captain? In that case. Prabhakar 
ought to have received sterner 
punishment, because of the barrage of 
words that he directed against 
Azharuddin. 

If Prabhakar had committed a 
'double' crime—as against Mongia's 
'one'—%vhy then did both receive 
identical punishments? And funnily 
enrrugh, Prabhakar only apologised for 
his comments made in the team bus, 
for which he wasn't really punished, 

Prabhakar hasn't really been 


Azhar's greatest fan and he has come 
out in the open before (in Australia) 
about what he thinks of Azhar's 
captaincy. Yet the captain showed 
maturity and character when in the 
very next tour he stood by his player 
when a South African journalist 
wrote a scandalous article about 
Prabhakar. 

Difference of opinion can be 
excused, but if any player openly 
shows disregard for authority, he 
ought to be taken to the deaneVs. 
Hopefully Prabhakar lias learnt his 
lesson, even though the events 
haven't really cooled the atmosphere 
in the Indian dressing room. 

Of course on the flip side one has to 
be fair to Prabhakar; it is ridiculous to 


link his efforts—or the lack of it—in 
Kanpur to allegations of betting. No 
man who is 'tanking' a match, goes on 
to carry his bat through with a 
century. It's like a tennis player 
banging down 40 aces in a match he 
wants to lose. And for those who say 
that this was the only way Prabhakar 
could control things, then that is 
equally ridiculous. Even Prabhakar 
will admit that he's not good enough 
to score a century at will just because it 
suits his puiposes. Prabhakar has no 
magic lamp or genie, otherwise 
knowing his attitude, he would have 
wished to score a century everylime 
he walked out to bat. 

What is Prabhakar and Mongia's 
side of the story for not going for the 
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ASjUOKF r.HAKHAHOfllY 



Xambli aiHi Temhiikar tha day betora dia 
fiaal 

63 runs in 47 balls; not an impossible 
iask at allOne day cricket has many 
precedents of similar—and even 
greater—settling rates in the final 
overs. So what prompted Prabhakai 
and Mungia to add a mere 11 runs in 
the last five overs? 

Prabhakar in his defense claims that 
‘if I'm not a team man, then no one in 
the Indian team is." Why then did he 
threaten to "expose" others during his 
tiiade after the Kanpur match? More 
importantly, what secret did he want 
16 


to "expose"? 

And why weren't any instructions 
sent out from the dressing room? The 
management claims that it is 
ridiculous to send instructions to a 
player of Prabhakar's experience. 
True. Yet the skipper knows—and has 
even said it publicly during the darker 
days of his captaincy—that 
"unfortunately Indian cricketers do 
have to be told what to do, no matter 
what their experience." 

There is a story which claims that it 
was Mongia who allegedly told 
Prabhakar to play out the overs. But 


Mongia himself was not given any 
specific instructions and apparently 
based his view on what he had 
'overheard' in the dressing room 
before he came into bat. 

As perplexing as this controversy, 
was match referee Raman Subba 
Rao's two point deduaion from 
India's table tally. It was as if he were 
confirming the team's suspicion that 
there was something sinister in 
Prabhakar and Mongia's motives. 
Fortunately, India qualified for the 
final in spite of the points dtxked, 
otherwise, as Azharuddin put it, their 
reaction to Subba Rao's discussion. 
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“maybe would have been different." 
One wtmders whether the matdi 
referee would have had ific courage to 
take the decision if it meant India 
losing a place in the final. 

If the ICC endorses Subba Rao's 
decision; then what punishment will a 


Prabhakar with maaagar Wadakar and 
chairman of niectoni Gundamia 
Vishwanath on the a«e of tho lunpur match 

team receive if it deliberately doesn't 
choose to chase a target because it is 
protecting its interests (say run rate^) 


Moreover, what is the fine line 
between 'team interest' and 'the spirit 
of the game'? 

The other not so controversial 
precedent Mr Subba Rao set during 
the tournament was his one - match 
suspension of Lara which is bound to 
set a trend in international cricket. 
Maybe the match referee ought to 
have aired a few criticisms about some 
of the third umpire decisions which 
were quite deplorable. Afterall, what is 
the use of technology if mistakes 
continue to crop up? No wonder the 
West Indies captain Courtney Walsh 
doesn't foresee a bright future for the 
third umpire concept. 

All this would suggest that it was an 
'eventful' tournament. And so it was. 
But once again the greatest moment 
was when the stands of the Eden 
Gardens resembled—^with the help of 
hand made paper mjshah —a 
monstrous golden necklace as the 
Indian team ran their victory lap. It 
was as if we had pressed the rewind 
button to a scene witnessed last yeai 
when India scored a similar triumph. 

It was, after all a return to Eden. 

PHOTOGRAPHS RASHBt HARI DAS 



Pretend 

it’s 

a Suzuki 
with an 
incredible 
silencer. 
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Vintage 

Performance 

CTUALLY, one shouldn't 
waste Ink. paper and energy 
(and postage) writing about a 
certain Mr. Leander Pacs. 
Because, whatever, in whichever 
language and however mudi one 
writes,U cannot be enough to do 
justice to the vintage 
performances he has churned out 
time and time again for India, and 
that too, considering that this 
young man has yet to reach his 
peak. 

Praise is also due to Asif Ismail 
and Gaurav Natekar for their 
roles in securing India two gold 
medals at the Hiroshima Asiad. 

CtHigraluiations to the Indian 
team. 

Well idayedi 

PAYAIDHAR. 

New Delhi. 


Interesting 

"C rOUR interview with Wasim 
Y Akram (Sportsworld}. 19th 
Oct) was very interesting. There 
arc some cricketers who are bom 
great, others have greatness 
thrust upon them (thanks to the 



right connections) and the rest 
hire PR experts. 


Fortunately, for Akram, there 
is no need for the latter. His talent 
has been nurtured by the right 
ingredients required to produce a 
champion, along with pain, 
sweat and guts. 

E J MITRA 
Hyderabad. 
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STILL 

HOLDING 

ON 

MICHAEL HOLDING'S words are as lethal as his bowling 
used to be. Here in a frank conversation with Andy O'Brien 
he speaks on a host of controversial topics 


SPORTSWORLD: How did you react to 
the nickname the cricketing world gave 
you, "Whispering Death." Did you take it 
as a compliment or a kind of backhanded 
compliment. 

MICHAfil. HOLDINC,. I rankly. I'm iiol very 
good at recalling history so I don't really know 
how that nickname catnc into hemg. Uiit 
perhaps it was a compliment 1 don’t think it 
was too degrading, even though death isn't a 
very attractive word. But I suppose I did have 
the capability of killing a batsman, but that's 
not a good thought. I suppose the word 
whispering' was there to lone it down a bit. 

Funnily enough as a contrast, you were 
also called The Rolls Royce of fast 
bowlers.' 

Yeah, the Rolls Royce is a smtioih running car, 
maintenance free. Unfortunately, 1 wasn't 
maintenance free because I had a few injury 
hiccups in my career. 

Apart from your bowling, you will of 
course be remembered for your fluent 
run-up, which you were supposed to 
have got from your athletic days. How 
far did you get as a middle distance 
runner and why did you move over to 
cricket? 

This notion about me being a high-class 
middle distance runner is all false. 1 was into 


athletics as a youngster, but 1 wasn't that 
good. Aniially there was one guy called 
Laymour Newman who opened the bowling 
with me in (lie under-nineteen level Not only 
was he a yard quicker than me in bowling but 
he was also much faster than me on the track 
While [ilaying cricket, he had the option ol 
Joining a college in the United Slates because 
ot his talent on the track. He eventually went 
onto the Olympic (lames and even beat the 
legendary Alberto .bianlorena Somehow, the 
people got the two of us mixed up, maybe 
because of the similarities in our run-ups. 

You played in two eras, the first when 
most cricketers were amateurs and later 
when players became professionals. Do 
you think that cricketers are too 
money-minded these days? 

No. let's face it, just as you do something foi a 
living so too are these guys.... playing cricket 
fora living. So why should they lose out. The 
money in the game has improved and that's 
g(Kwl, but the players are still losing out. They 
are not paid as well as they should be, 
especially if you consider how much time a 
professional cricketer spends on cricket. 

The financial prospects in cricket arc less 
than in any other. If any sports team in the US 
had a similar record as the West Indies 
cricketers have had over the last two decades, 
we would have all been multi-millionaires. 
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■■ 

The assembly line 
(of fast bowlers) 
must come to an 
end 

sometime...the 
fast bowting 
cycle will come 
full circle...the 
West Indies are 
stretching that 
cycle to its limits 

■ ■ 
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But none of us are even near it. 

Is that one of the reasons why cricket Is 
losing Its mass appeal among tiie 
younger people in the West Indies. 

I can speak about Jamaica where cricket has 
gained back a lot of ground. Yes. plenty of 
basketball is still played, but the junior cricket 
set up is still very strong. I cannot deny that 
there was a shift from cricket with basket baU 
courts sprouting up ail over the place. But 
cricket has held its own. Mainly because of the 
systematic way Junior cricket is handled. 

Willthls Junior set up continue to be the 
assembly line for West Indian fast 
bowlers, ensuring that there will never 
be a shortage of good fast bowlers? 

No, I think this assembly line thing must come 
to an end sometime. It can't keep on going 
indefinitely. Everything goes in cycles, I 
believe, and there must come a time when the 
fast bowling cycle will come full circle. And if 
you ask me how the West Indies are still 
producing fast bowlers, then my answer is 
that the West Indies are stretching that cycle 
to its limits. If you look at it, the West Indies 
could still have a deadly pace attack if 
Ambrose and Bishop, who are injured, join 

Walsh, that would be a potent combination. 

So, would you say that the days of the 
West Indies supremacy are almost over? 
No. it's just that we arc going through a 
transition and in that case if you look at the 
results, we are still doing very well. How 
many teams go through a transition and still 
keep winning? The new guys need time. We 
took time, too. We were not instant successes. 
So it's very unfair to comjtare these new guys 
to the old lot. Just like it is wrong to compare 
Kiimble. Raju and Chauhan to the great 
quartet of Indian spinners. You have to give 
them time. 

But if the West Indies can't keep 
producing fast bowlers then they will 
lose the edge they have over other teams? 

There is no way you can ensure producing fast 
bowlers. Our schools system is good enough 
to see us through. We have different age 
groups with players working through the 
system in different islands till they make the 
West Indies team. But you can't ensure 
anything. 

We also have the same set up in India. 




The 1383 final 
was our only big 
mistake in one 
decade. And 
that's not too bad 
realty,..one 
mistokB in ten 
yenrK, ,Ws 
knew oi we 
thmjrjh? that 
fndifl were not 
good nnough to 
beat us 



Aind we aren't producing pace bowlers 
like you people are. 

(Laughs) I suppose different countries have 
different amditions and different types of 
youngsters. In the West Indies, we have such 
a small population that a talented youngster 
can be spotted very easily and then put 
through the right channels. Here in India, 
because you have so many people, it is that 
much harder to recognise talent in the huge 
multitud'.* of people playing the game. Which 
also means that whereas a West Indian 
youngster will get guaranteed exposure, the 
same is not true in India. There is a danger that 
you can get lost in the crowd here. 

You were a part of one of the most 
successful teams in cricket history. 
Obviously there was a kind of pressure to 
maintain that streak. 

Yes. I cannot say there was no pressure. But 
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we were confident that we could keep on 
winning and that kept us going. 

Perhaps a little too confident... like in that 
1983 World Cup final against India at 
Lord's. What went wrong there? 

Yes, 1 must admit that we were too 
overconfident in the '83 final. I would say 
that, that was our only big mistake in one 
decade And that's not too bad really.... one 
mistake in ten years. 

Before the game began, we were confiilent 
because we knew—or we thought—that 
India weren't good enough tt) beat us. And 
when we bowled them out for 183, we 
became overcttnfident, Each batsman 
thought they could go out and play their 
strokes because there was always the next 
man who could get the nuts. Until of course 
there were no nurre 'next men' left in the 
pavilion. 


■ ■ 

it $ been gomy on 
for deesriss. And 
li any bow'm says 
hsf has oevet 


tampered 'y -h the 
bail he is 
probably lying 
Ihert;’'' no '^ay 
that even I can sav 
that I didn f 
tamper with the 
hall 'Oije WA-f m 


tttc other 

■ ■ 


MkIimI HoMmb: DickMiMd 'IlMlWiUparMf DmmIi'In 
twas UN mM fsaiad bowlM’•! Ms tint 


Would you agree with the view that the 
rules limiting short pitched bowling are 
directed to stop the dominance of the 
West Indies? 

Most definitely. It was done to pull the West 
Indies back to the level of the rest of the teams. 
That was wrong, because instead of trying to 
hold back the West Indian fast bowlers, they 
should have tried to improve the others. 

But I'm afraid even all their best efforts 
haven't worked. It hasn't hampered us. In 
faa, it may have infuriated a few fast bowlers 
to bowl with greater venom. And 1 don't 
believe that the rules are there to proteci the 
batsman. Because some batsmen—say like 
Viv Richards—would l>c only kk) happy if you 
bowled six bouncers t«) him in one over. 

So I think you cannot stipulate a fixed rule. 
It must be left up to the umpires to judge. 

And they must judge according to the ability 
of the batsman. 

You were pretty upset when the umpire 
warned you for bowling two successive 
short-pitched balls to India's tail ender, 
Baiwinder Sandhu in the '83 final. 

I don't quite remember that, but he did hit me 
around the very next ball. 

The Englishmen obviously think that 
the West Indies intimidatory bowling 
was as bad as 'Bodyline'. 

Cricket must be made as attractive as po.ssible 
and in that sense, intimidatory bowling isn't a 
problem. But 'Bodyline' was a totaly different 
form of intimidatory bowling, which also 
involved fielding. Modern short pitc hed 
bowling has field restrictions, whereas you 
could have 'bodyiine' without Imwling a 
single bouncer. Obviously the English reacted 
most to it becau.se they had to win Isn't it 
embarrassing when the school children start 
beating the teachers. 

Isn't it the same with the ball tampering 
controversy, where the English media 
took a holier-than-thou attitude? 

I don't understand, because hall-tampering 
has b<*en going on for decades. And if any 
bowler says that he has never tampered with 
j the ball then he is probably lying. And rtiind 
I you, there are, in the strict sense of the word. 
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_E N C O y _ E R 
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MICHAEL HOtDlNG—A STATISTIGAL 

ANALYSIS^^^ 


Date of Birth : 16ih February, 1954 

Test Debut 28th November, 1975 vs. Australia, Brisbane 

Retirement 24th February, 1987 vs. New Zealand, Wellington 


At a glanca 


Tests Inns NO 

60 76 10 


Runs Avge. HS 

910 13.78 73 


100 50 Ct 

0 6 22 


Balls Runs Wickets Avge. 

12680 5898 249 23.68 


BB 5 Win an inn 10 Win a Test 
8/92 13 2 


^liist each Country 


Opponent 

Test matches played 

Runs scored 

Wickets taken 

England 

21 

468 

96 

Australia 

17 

148 

76 

India 

15 

245 

61 

New Zealand 

7 

49 

16 


60 

910 

249 


100 wickets in 25th Test 
200 wickets in 47ih Test 
249 wickets in 59th Test 




28—vs. England, in 4 Tests, 1976 
30— vs. India, in 6 Tests, 1983-84 

Took 24 wickets in 3 Test match series he played against Australia in 1981-92. 


ONEOAYtNTEItflATlOtiALS 


Debut 

M 

Inn 

NO 

Runs 

Avge. 

100 

50 

Ct 

1976 

102 

42 

11 

282 

9.10 

0 

2 

28 

Balls 

Mdns 


Runs 

Wickets 

Avge. 


4 Wickets 


5473 

102 


3034 

142 

21.37 


6 



Complied by Hariprasad Chattopadhyay 
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HoMing with Andy Robartt: both wore mild giants but 
give them a ball and they ware all ready for war 


so many ways of lanipering with the ball. 

Bottle caps, sawdust and creams can be used. '< 
But lifting the seam with your nails is also ball 
tampering. 

The issue has been blown up now because 
ol television carneias which now have the 
ability to focus much closer. 

I remember way back in 1972 when 1 was 
12th man for Jamaica playing against the 
visiting New Zealanders; one ol their btiwlers 
applied liaby oil on the ball. So it's being going 
on for years. 

But the I-nglish, of course, thought that 
their players don't do it and that it never 
happens in England. But as far as I'm 
concerned, ol course Atherton was tampering 
with the ball. It's being going on in county 


cricket for years and it was not only the 
overseas plavers who did it. So there's no way 
even I can say that I didn't tamper with the 
ball one way or the other. 

As a fast bowler, do you think the limited 
overs game is good for cricket? 

Well It's differt i t, but it's here to stay, ft's not 
teal cricket but it's entertaining nevertheless. 
This IS the age of communications where 
everything moves fast and one-day cricket is 
in keeping with the scheme ol things 

1 think last bowlers have to be able to adapt 
toallfoimsolthegaine. Personally speaking, I 
enjoyed one-day c ricket because I looked at it 
as a challenge. The batsmen are there to hit 
the ball and I have to use rny guile and 
experience to beat them. That's the way a 
fast bowler should look at it. 

If you were asked to provide one idea to 


■ ■ 

Jn the West indies 
we have such a 
smaH population 
that a tateiUed 
^'('unyster can be 
spotted very 
easily in Sndia 
you have so ntany 
people, ft is that 
much harder to 
recognise talent 

■ ■ 
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■■ 

We are going 
through a 
t!ans?hon.,,and 
stsif we an; doing 
well. How ffiarsy 
teams go through 
B iransitsofi and 
stiil keep 
winning? 

mm 


improve the lot of Test cricket, what 
would be your suggestion? 

Thai there be a World Cup ol Tcsi tnckei 
played over 18 months or perhaps two years. 
Otherwise, what happens is that you have a 
side who suddenly beat a team ihai haven't 
lost for 15 years and they eall themselves 
world champions ba.sed on that one win. 

Isn't it strange that though Indian 
batsmen are not renowned for playing 
fast bowling many Indian batsmen have 
fared extremely well against the West 
Indies. In your time who would you rate 
as the most difficult Indian batsman to 
bowl to. 


Dilip Vanosaritar according to Holding the most dHTicvH 
batsman to bowl to 


Well, my choice would be Dilip Vengsarkar. 
He '.con'd ijiiite a few runs against us. 

So did Gavaskar and Amamath? 

Yes, Gavaskar obviously was a great batsman. 
'Jimmy' got runs against us in one series, but 
when we came lo play in India after that, he 
(ailed miserably. 1 remember how we used to 
joke with him during that time about 
changing the colour of his red lucky charm in 
his back pocket. Of course, we didn't suggest 
that he change it lo yellow. • 
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WITH YOUR 





CHILDREN 



Behold a great new home 
entertainment idea. The 
Goldstar Video Cassette 
Player-cum-Video Game 
Player. As a VCP, it’s 
the world’s latest, with 
features like Auto Head 
Cleaning and Digital 
Auto Tracking — simply 
state - of - the - art. 




4 



VCP-VIDEO GAME 


Insert a game cartridge 
in the slot and dii; 
VCP becomes a pulac' 
poundihg Video Game 
Player, which will have' 
your kid (and even you!) 
in raptures. It will take 


your whole familyl 


l.f 

■i? 


through a myriad 
animated adventures. 


Brought to India by : 

EOAVKion ELECnONlCS LTD. 

6-B, Mathura Road, jangpura, New Delhi-110 014. 

Phone: 4631888 Fax: 91-11-4627350. 

BRANCH SALES OFFICES; DELHI: 4631456. SONIPAT; 7282630 
LUDHIANA: 844354. LUCKNOW: 79179. OHAZIABAO: 723450 
MIPUR: 517534. CALCUTTA: 349465. BHUBNESHWAR: 406732. 
INDORE; 468756. PATNA: 226183. AHMEDABAO; 441413 (PP). 
QUWAHATb 54184.1. 


GoldStar 


THE CHOICE OF 140 COUNTRIES 

.NOW IN I N n I A 




SILLYPOINT 


SPEED. 

(OR THE LACK OF IT) 


.4 satirical look at India's performance at 
the Asian Games at Hero-Shiva 


P apa pantaloon, India's 

most famous athletK loach, 
went to Hcro-Shiva with a 
most enviable record. In ten 
years as a top-flight international 
coach, he had always produced 
runners who came last in every event. 
Now, he had a losing streak of 97 
consecutive meets. II he reached the 
100 meet mark, he would set one of 
the most unique records in athletics 
history. But now, one of his star 
athletes, Bahadur Prasad (Anglicised 
name: Brave Offering) was beginning 
to come afiart at the training sessions 
at the athletics track at Hero-Shiva. 

Time and time again. Brave 
Offering came second last. Papa 
Pantaloon began to sweat; the record 
was in jeopardy. After yet another 
ptKir performance. Papa Pantaloon 
went across to where the athlete was 
standing despondently and said, in a 
soothing tone, "Now Brave Offering, 
what's wrong with you? Has the free 
availability of condoms in the Asiad 
Village upset your rhythm? Or is it 
something to do with the facilities? Is 
it too gtMul for you? Feel free to talk to 
me. I am like a friend to you." 

"1 am sorry Papa that you .still have 
to preach to me," Brave Offering said 
in a contrite voice, "But 1 don't know 
what is happening to me. True, free 
condoms allows things to haiijien at 
random and 1 feel a sense of gay 
abandon, but I don't think that should 
affect my performance. Anyway, I 
promise you that I won't let you down 
in the first qualifyinc heat " 
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Papa Pantaloon then kissed Brave 
Offering on his cheek and then he 
went across the tracks to meet a group 
of waiting reporters. He was now an 
internalionally famous roach. 
Everyone knew alMuil his losing 
streak. 

"Sir", asked Moses Edwin, a Hong 
Kong based reporter, "What is the 
secret of your success.^" 

"The seciei of my success is my 
philosophy," Papa Pantaloon said, his 
chest swelling outwards. "Which is- 
winning isn't everything Giving 
others a chance is the most im|>orlanl 
thing in life. You tan see m the laces, 
how tensed up the other athletes like 
the .laps and the Chinese are. 1 tell my 
runners, what's there to be nervous 
about Just relax and enjoy yourself. 
You've tome to have a good time. 
More important than reaching the 
tape is to reach tint and touch the 
Japanese people. So when my athletes 
lake pan in a race, they have been 
taught loshowmoie iiiiercsi in the 
spectators, in the diet ol the people 
and to see the tourist spots in 
Hero-Shiva and nearby Nagar-.Iuna." 

"It's a rare philosophy in this 
grasping, niatetialistic world," said 
Cliogyal Fung Saw Hoo, a reporter of 
The Tibetan Times. He was dressed in 
an orange robe with a red bead 
necklace around his neck. 

"Exaaly," Papa Pantaloon said, "to 
me, gold is not the most impoiiant 
metal in the universe. Nor, for that 
matter, is silvei or bronze. To be 
honest with you, I prefer diamonds 


any day ' 

"Do you think Brave Offering will 
upset your calculations.’" asked 
Salam Mallik (Salute Master), a 
Pakistani reporter. 

"Well, said Papa Pantaloon, 
scratching his armpit, "he has the 
talent to come last. But he has no ItJ 
and pool leg co-oidinalion Added to 
that, he has a terrible lack of ambition 
He doesn't caie whether he comes last 
or not. He leli that once he- got 
selected, and got onto the plane foi 
Hero-Shiva, hisjob was done. He 
forgeis that we have to set a rec'ord " 

The Press Conleience over, Pajia 
Pantaloon went back to llie Village 
He called a team meeting and said, 
"Brave Ollering has his first race this 
alternoon. So. in order to inspire him, 
let's sing the team song togetliei." 

Then he iiaiised, as the athletes 
stood solemnly around, their hands 
clasjied together in front of them and 
then they all sang out aloud"Tu eheez 
badihai mast mast.. "Alter the team 
song was over, all the athletes liled out 
ol the loom except for Brave Oflering. 
Papa Pantaloon took out a gold 
amulet, tied to a string, Iroin his 
trouser pocket. Then he began to 
move it back and forth in front of the 
eyes ol the dazed athlete. 

"Now listen Brave Oflering," the 
coach said in a gentle tone, "this is a 
.valking race that you are taking part 
in, not the 1 SOOm. And if you are 
really desperate lor gold, the easiest 
way is to put a finger up your nose and 
unearth some." 

Later, in the alternoon, a weary and 
hyiinotised Brave Olferiiig stood at 
the starting line. The starter pressed 
the trigger, and Brave fJflering, 
thinking that it was a walking race, set 
out on a stroll. After all the other 




lunners h<id goiu' pjM him, lie sdi 
down on ihc track and stalled 
chewing some gum. A few lapanese 
spectaK'rs who knew liiruii shoiiied 
despairingly at the Indian coach: 
"Papa ilfkh. ilckli teta iiiiinda bi^da 
/aye."But Papa Pantaloon ignored the 
spectators and shouted at Brave 
Offering, "Dhiic, t/h/re. "Then Brave 
Offering stood up and reached a 
hlistermg speed of two kilometres per 
hour. Nobody could maii h tiim. So he 
had no problem m coming last. After 
the race was over, in a rare spirit of 
sportsmanship, Brave Offering went 


up to the Chinese v/innei, Hang Wong 
Sing Ding, shook his hand and 
murmured the Indian athletics mono; 
"Mam Auadi, Tii Khiladi." 

The nation heaved a collective sigh 
of relief. The record was intact 98 
clown and just two more—the World 
C.hainpionships in '9S and the '9() 
Atlanta Olympics—to go. 

A jubilant Papa Pantaloon shouted 
to reporters- "1 knew that Biave 
Olfering would not let me down. The 
great Bahadiii Prasad. Long live his 
soul. Also, 1 am happy to announce 
that after the conclusion of these 


games, we will institute Operation 
Mcia Naam Joker. This is to make sure 
that we perform in the same top class 
manner m tlie ’96 Olympic Games. 
Like the Chinese, we are not going to 
be complacent after our stupendous 
performance here " 

All the ioiirnalisis clapped loudly. 
Later, the journalists crowded 
around Brave Offering and askc’d the 
secret of his success. 

Brave Offering grinned and said, 
"Mera puna hai Japani!" • 

Shevhn Sebastian 
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CMrio miiMS of SAIL 


Yes. Our numerous mines and steel plants take root from the ( J'l 
earth some of her largesse. SAIL's mammoth afforestation pr'ir' 
fragile ecology of our planet. Millions of saplings, havt.pe 
townships. Giving birds a home. Helping to reduce air anc’ 'c 
Providing healthy surroundings for our homes. Investments wort -i" 
control. Making the air, soil, water and life cleaner. Steel is e vi 
with a unique capacity to be re-cycled. It saves denudation of forr s 




/E COMMISSIONED IN THE LAST FIVE YEARS. 


/ 



But now we would like to give back fo the 
>ri'jramme is a small step towards fighting to save the 
vt.peen planted in and around SAIL mines, plants and 
ic’ loise pollution. Greening the environment, 

rt stores of rupees have been made to ensure pollution 
, e vironment-friendly. It is a perfect engineering material 
rf s ... and SAIL is striving for pollution-free steelmaking. 


4k 
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IN HARMONY WITH NATURE 





H ow Vitas Gerulaitis once 
responded when a fan 
mistook him for Bjorn Borg 
and asked for an autograph; 
He signed a piece of paper 
"With love, Bjorn Borg." 


T he greatest German sports 
person of all time, 
accordiitg to a poll taken by 
Sports magazine in Germany: 
Steffi Graf. 


W HAT Arthur Ashe in 
1973 con.sidered "the 
greatest failing of my life". 
That he could speak only 
English. 


T elevision show that 
14-year-old phenom 
Martina Hingis likes to watch 
before she goes out on the 
court: "Sesame Street." 


W HAT Andrei 

Medevedev, recently 
eleaed to the ATP hoard of 
directors, found when he 
polled the top 10 players 
about the length of the 
season: They overwhelmingly 
wanted to end the season in 
mid-October instead of late 
November. 


P LAYERS that Croatia's Iva 
Majoli upset in her WTA 
tom debut at the Virginia 
Slims of Houston when she 
was 14 : Lind.sdy 
Davenport and Lori NcNeil. 


H OW Martina Navratilova 
once answered a male 
sportswriter who asked, 
'Martina, are you still a 
lesbian?' "Arc you still the 
alternative?" 
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WORLD OF TENNIS 


TENNIS 

INDEX 


N et clearance of most of 
Chris Evert's shots, based 
on high-speed film analysis by 
noted coach Vic Braden: 4 to 7 
feet. 

W HAT girls used to 
scream when 
flamboyant playboy Vitas 
Gerulaitis left tournaments: 
"Take me home! Take me 
homel" 


W HAT John McEnroe 
believes is like an 
epidemic in tennis: Tanking 

D istance Pete Sampras 
can regularly drive a golf 
ball: 300 yards. 

W HAT actress Joan 
Bennett did so she 
could watch the 1932 Pacific 
Southwest Championships in 
Los Angeles while she 
recuperated from a broken 
hip: She hired an ambulance 
to take her to the matches 
daily. 

N ickname of the Kim 
Sicilian Open around the 
World: The "Mafia Open." 

W HEN, according to Bill 
Tilden's 1948 

prediction, the United States 
Lawn Tennis Association 
would be fttrced by the 
pressure of public opinion and 
changing economic 
conditions to stage an Open 
Championship: "Probably 
within the next decade." 

M inimum temperature 
that coach Dave 
Gresham allows his Minot 
(North Dakota) State 
University team to praaice in 
outdoors: 35 F. 



P LAYER that Ion Tiriac 
rates "the closest thing to 
Nastase I have ever seen": 
World No. 2 Goran Ivanisevic. 

S TAR that Arthur Ashe 
wrote was "surely the 
strongest player who ever 
lived": Lew Hoad. 

P ER CENT of the problems 
facing medical staffers at 
the 1993 U. S. Open that were 
headaches: 92. 


N umber of sponsors for 
the 1994 U.S. Open 
Wheelchair Tennis 
Championships: 17. 

O CCUPATION of Gabriela 
Sabatini's handsome 
brother, Osvaldo: He plays the 
role of a hunky villain in a TV 
soap opera in Buenos Aires. 

W ORLD-CLASS player 
who is currently 
attending law school: No. 
24-ranked Andrea Gaudenzi 
of Italy. 



w_Q R LD OF TENNIS 


W HAT Gabriela Sabatini 
says she'd like to do for 
a career when her tennis 
career is finished: Sing 
romantic ballads. 


P ROFESSION that Boris 
Becker dreams of for his 
seven-month-old son Noah: 
"...on the basketball court, a 
power forward." 


W HAT Roscoe Tanner 
once did because he 
was extremely nervous when 
making his debut in the 
Stadium at Forest Hills (the 
U. S. Championships): He won 
the pre-match toss of the 
racket, hut he couldn't 
remember what to say. 

I ARRY BIRD'S forte on the 
1--.tennis court: "At the net, 
of course." 



N umber oI times in 1994 
that Arantxa Sanchez 
Vicario beat Steffi Graf after 
.being a set down and also 
saving match points: 3. 

*' |~'HE first words coach Brad 
i C.ilben said when 
champion Andre Agassi came 
off the court after winning the 
1994 U. S. Open final: "You're 
going to win the Australian 
Open.' 

UMBER of the 18 
i councillors and 
executive boaid members 
runningTetmis Australia who 
are wcunen: O 


J LAYER who wore a new 
* pair of tennis shoes for 
every pro tournament match 
he played: Jimmy Connors. 

|)l.AYE.K that Boris Becker 

I calls "the Brad Gilbert of 
the '9()s" because his style 
brings out the worst in 
opponents; Karsten Braasch. 

C "'AMER A that Brooke 
j Shields used to take 
pictures of her boyfriend, 
Andre Agassi, who is the 
spokesman for Canon, at the 
U. S. Open: Minolta. 
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ANALYSIS 


CHINESE TORTUR 






E other participating countries paled into insignificance in the 
face of China's overwhelming superiority at the Asian Games. 
NOVY KAPADIA analyses the rise of this athletic superpower 


PHOTOGRAPHS AMIYATARAFDAR 


SEIKO 


A s memories of the 

Hiroshima Asiad recede. | 
the abiding impressions 
will not be of just the scenic 
beauty of this city (»f rivers, tunnels 
and bridges or of majestic stadia 
nestled on the foothills of the 
Cho Goku mountain range but the 
dominance of China and the rise of 
sports standards in Asia. It is now 
Sayonara to Hiroshima and "On to 
Bangkok” for the 1998 Asiad. The 
12th Asian Games at Hiroshima will 
always be a landmark. They arc the 
Ciames that gave notice to the world 
that .Asian sports is on the ascendancy. 

In measurable sports, records 
tumbled like the proverbial nine pins. 
In women's weightlifting 17 woild 
records were bettered, all by Chinese 
lifters. In each of the nine weight 
categories, Chinese girls won gold 
medals and set world .'•ecords. In the 
Under 46kgs category.Guan Hong of 
China set a world record in snatch 
(80.0 kg.), clean and jerk (102.5 kg ; 
and overall tally (102.5 kgs.). 

Similarly, in the Under 83 kgs. 
category, China's Zhang Xiaoli set 
three world records, snatch (180 
kgs.), clean and jerk 1 30 kgs and total 
tally 237.5 kgs. In stark contrast, in 
men's weightlifting in the ten weight 
categories, just three Asian records 
were bettered. Zhan Xugang of China 
set an Asian record of 330 kgs to win 
the gold in the Under 70 kgs. 

Category. In the Under 90 kgs. 
section, Sergei Kopytov of 
Kazakhistan set an Asian record of 
387.5 kgs. in his total tally and 177.5 
kgs. in the snatch. 

In swimming, one world, ten Asian 
and 29 Asian Games records were 
shattered. The world record was set by 
IS Year-old Lu Bin of China in the 200 


Jn Hu of Cbliw MiB a wtirM racoid. Sh* 
iifiMl IKS kg> in Hw match md her 
ararall fatal WM 23ZS kga. 


Ind. Medley. She clocked 2; 11.57 to 
eclipse the existing record of 2; 11.65 
set by another Chinese Li Lin in 1992. 

The talented Lu Bin is the new 
Chinese wonder girl. She bagged 
three individual gold medals at the 
picturesque Hiroshima 'Big Wave' 
pool. Besides the 200 metres IM. her 
other golds were in the 50 mcirLand 
200 metres freestyle. Two other 
Chinese girls bagged a double goto at 
the piwl. He (pronounced Har) 
Chihong did the backsuoke double 
with Games records in both the 100 
and 200m. 

In the 100 and 200 metres butterfly, 
the taienied Liu Lunin won the gold in 


{ft women's 
weightlifting, 17 world 
records were bettered, 
alt by Chinese 
weightlifters. In 
swimming, one world, 
ten Asian and 29 Asian 
Games records were 
shattered. 


both races, with new Asian records. Of 
this trio, only He Chihong is a reigning 
world champion—such is the depth of 
talent in Chinese swimming. 22 of the 
29 Games records and 7 of the 10 
Asian records were se' by Chinese 
swimmers. 

In shooting, a world record was set 
by Fehaid Aldeehani in the men's 
Double Trap event with a total of 145 
out of a possible 150 targets. A 
Chinese shooter tied another world 
jccord. In the women's Double Trap 
event, Wang Yujin shot 112 out of a 
possible 120 to tie the world record. So 
in shooting, 2 world, 54 Asian and 17 
Games record were set. China and 
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South Korea dominated the shooting 
range. China set 13 and South Korea 9 
i>f the 54 Asian records. Jaspal Rana 
was the only Indian male to set an 
Asian record. He acliieved this wiien 
winning the gold medal in the 
Centte-Fire pisttil event. 

No world records were broken in 
athletics. However, a staggering 70 
Asian Games records were set, ot 
which 35 were by the Chinese, 
athletes, nine by .tapnn and seven by 
Ka/akhistan, the rising force in Asian 
athletics. Ramil Ganiev of L)/bekisian 
set an Asian record in the decathlon 
with a total of 8,005 points. 

(Hitspoken coaih Ma .funicn s 
proteges were the cynosine ol 
attention at the Hig Arch' tnam 
stadiinri lor athletic' Ttiey 
rertiorseli'ssly oiin lassed all rivals 
with tfie same ser-tiiingly ellortless 
ease that ('.live f.loyif's West Indies 
cricket team, filit/kiie.gc'd opponents 
l>y sheer pace in the I ‘tSOs 

Qn Yunxia won a middle distance 
doulife. 800 and 1,500 meties,selling 
new Games records in Imlh events. 
From Ma's 'Army', the two otliei 
world champions also excelled /hang 
Linli set a Games record to win the 
3,000 metresand Wang .Iiinxia 
eclipsed the existing Games recoid fiy 


"We allow our coacto^s 
greater freedom anid 
incentive to develop 
their own training 
programmes. They must 
study'the method of 
others but we want 
them to create their own 
methods, blending 
Western technology 
with Chinese herbal 
medicines and 
diet,"—Cui Dalin, 
China's member in the 



over a miniiie to win itie 10,000 


metres On the Ita. k, Talal Mansoorol 


(.)aiar and 11 w.mg 3 oi ig Ho oiiishonc 


veil die all-conc|iiering Ghinc'se f.ike 


.1 panthet chasing his prey, Talal 


Mansooi nia)esticallv New ac ross the 


nai k to win the 100 metres loi the 


iliird successive Asiad Hwang Yong 


Ho. won tfie coveted Sang Beck Tee 


Cup lor Itie best iiuiivicliial 


perloimance ol the Hiroshima Asiad. 


He spoilt .lapan's parly by sneaking 


away witfi the men's marathon gold 


medal The marathon is very popular 


in lapaii and luudes ot tlag waving 


speetaiois thronged the sidewalks 


encouraging fapaiiesc runner 


Toshiyuki Hayaia However, Hwang, 


who also won the marathon at 


199/"! Barcelona Olympics, overcame 


the tenacious Hayaia Arc hery. 


Badminton, Bowling fSoxing, Goll, 


.ludo. Hockey and Wrestling were the 


only sports in which China 


jiariicipated but did not dominate. 


Besides these sports China held 


sway at the Asian Games like a mighty 


colossus. They lopped the medals tally 
forthe first tinieai the 1982 Dellii 
Asiad. Since then they have kept on 
improving. In 1982 China lopped 
with 61 gold, 51 silvt*rand41 bron/c 
medals. Four years later at Seoul their 
tally was 94-82-46 'Fhey peaked at 
Beijing with 183-107-51, At 
Hircashirna they outstripped their own 






mm 
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ANALYSIS 



estimates of 100 gold to win the 
Sheikh Fuhad Trophy for the best 
overall country with 1 37 gold, 92 
silver and 60 hron/e medals. They led 
the medals table from day one and 
their supremacy ai the lop was never 
threatened It) gymnastics, rowing 
kayaking and canoeing, in spite of the 
presence of woild class competitors 

A world rocord has been set Lu Bin of 
China wins the 200m Individual medley 
gold with a time of 2:11.57. Will timre ever 
come a time when an Indian will set a 
world record? (Inset}: Lu Bin accepts her 
gold medal 


horn five erstwhile Soviet Republics, 
China reigned supreme. 

What is the secret of China's 
success.’ 

The green with envy Western 
media keeps harping on the use of 
prohibited drugs as an explanation for 
China's dominance especially m 
swimming and athletics. The Olympic 
Council c)l Asia (OCA) rejected such a 
theory as an offshoot of prejudice and 
racist thinking Cui Oalin, China's 
member in the International Olymiric 
Cornmiiic-e (IOC) sees China's 


con tin uing economic reforms as 
crucial to the further develojifneht eff 
sports. 

A sofi-sjKikcn man, Cui feels V. 
China's success, " comes from 
allowing coaches gicatei freedom and 
incentive to develop their own 
training jKogrammes. They must 
study the methods ol others but we 
want them to create iheirown 
melliods blending Western 
technology with Chinese herbal 
medicines and diet." 

The changing fai'c of Cliina's sirort 
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Huodong Hwang of China in action in tho 
man't pommol horoa ovonL Ha tharad Iha 

K id wMi Yothiaki Hatakada of Japan and 
ng-Hyang Laa of South Koiaa 

regime lhat can include up to a 
marathon a day. The herbal medicine 
includes the much talked about turtle 
blood and caterpillar fungus. The wily 
Md also uses extensive inas.sage, 
acupunctuie and a traditional 
Chinese method ol treating arthritis 
called Bahuogiian. 

A bamboo tube with one end scaled 
IS used in Babuoguan. A piece of jiaper 
IS burned inside the tube, which is 
placed on a sore muscle or joint The 
burning paper burns the oxygen in 
the tube and creates a vac uuin which 
results in the tube clinging to the 
muscle. This method draws more 
oxygen Iroin inside the arteries to the 
injured area. 


was evident at Hiroshima. Chinese 
teams were allowed to ink thetr own 
shoe and apparel contracts The 
sportspersons kept the money This 
was in contrast to the 1992 Barcelona 
Olympics, when China'sathictes had 
to wear Chinese clothing. The level ol 
motivation and professional pride is 
very liigh in China. Chinese sports 
authorities set targets lor various 
national federations. They arc now 
not content with mere domination of 
the Asiad Their next target is the 
Olympics. China hopes to be USA's 
main rival at the Atlanta Olympics. 
Tlieir long term goal as spelt out by 
IOC member Cui Dalin, "1 think 
China will dominate the international 
sporting scene in 20 years." 

Some Chinese training methods 
sound bi/arre but they arc successful. 
Outspoken athletics coach Ma .lunreri 
stresses that Chinese herbal medicines 
play an important rule in the 
recuperation ol tired athletes." Ma 
began studying Chinese herbal 
medicine 20 years ago. He uses his 
knowledge of tonics coupled with 
Western techniques to help runners 
recuperate after undergoing a training 

Tin awards carammy for tka marathon 
winnois. This took glaca at Iha Hiroshima 
f*aaca Park, which was mada to 
commamorato tha victims of the horrific 
atomic blast at tho ond of tba sacond World 
War. Pictora shows Hoandi Zhang of China 
aitba prasaolatioa coramony 
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TIm young Mo Hulian win* the woman’s 
beam gold 

Ma says, "If you uSc a big lube, it 
will quickly dispel the pain. A smaller 
lube will help replenish tired 
muscles." Ma feels this technique 
helps athletes restore their strength 
after training. "If they can restore 
their strength quickly, they can train 
harder and the level of their athletic 
ability will rise," says Ma Junren. 

Chinese diving coach Xu Yiming's 
training methods arc a synthesis of 
Western and Chinese tradititonal 
acrobatic training. China's divers are 
the best in the world with vast depth 
of talent. At the Hiroshima Asiad, two 
of their reigning world champions 
were edged to second place by 
team-mates making their debut. In 
the men's 3-nieter springboard Wang 




Tianglian relegated world champion 
Yu Zhuocheng to second spot. 

Similarly Fu Mingxja got the silver in 
the women's 3-meirc springboard, 
the gold went to newcomer Tan 
Shiiping. Their famous swimming 
coach Chen Taping uses high altitude 
training as part of the build up. 

Above all it is the discipline and the 
high level of motivation which 
enables China to dominate Asian 
sports like a juggernaut. After fotsd 
poisoning at Dalian last year, Ma 
Junren insisted that 11 of his 12 
athletes have their appendices 
removed. This was done to avoid 
potential intestinal problems. Such 
reverence for a coach and obedience is 
only possible in a highly disciplined 
society like China. It is also part of the 
Confucian ethics which insists on 
obedience to elders. So to Western 
eyes, Ma's training methods may 
appear authoritarian, with little 
emphasis on individual choice. But for 
the Chinese social code, Ma Junren is 
the perfect teacher who guides his 
wards to success by strict methods. 

The lesson for India and other 
developing sports nations is that each 
nation must develop training 
methods, suitable to their own 
environment, culture, climate and 
traditions. There is no one magic 
formula for success in sports.• 
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READERS' 

uiz 


QUESTIONS 


1 Who is the 

. 16-Ycar-old "Momca 
Seles" look-alike who is 
referred to as "I.ittle Eva"? 


2 Why is the town ol 
. 'Tre Coracoes' in ihe 
state of Minas Gerais, in 
Brazil famous? 

3 What was unique in 
. the first Test match 
between India and 
England at Eden Gardens 
in February 

4 Two Indian 
* cricketers have 
toured England both as 

AiiswartofLNo. 14 


player and manager. One 
of them is Bishen Singh 
Bedi. Who is the other ^ 

5 What IS the Olyiiipit 
• claim to fame of Eric 
Pennigerof India? 

6 Which is the only 
. British daily not to 
carry a sports section > 

7 Which paste is used 
. to mark the lines on 
the glass courts at 
Wimbledon^ - 

8 Which famous 

. heavyweight fight was 
known as "The Rumble In 
The ,1 tingle'"' 

9 1977 wastin' 

• centenary year of 
Wimbledon What was 
introduced in that year to 
keep the feminists happy ' 

What historic 
\J . event took place 

AlUMUfU A«UH)AJ 




1. Iva Majoly, proiiouiiced Eva Mayoli. 

2. It is Ihe birth place of Pele. 

3. While the English team was fielding, it 
was found that the side consisted of 11 
players from 11 different counties of 
England. 

4. Hemu Adhikari. 

5. He captained India in the Olympic hockey 
final at Amsterdam when it won its first 
Olympic Gold. 

6. The Financial Timvs. 

7. Titanium Paste. 

8 . Mohammad Ali vs George Foreman. 

9. Ball Girls. 

10. Mohan Bagan Club was formed. 

11. lonTiriac. 

12. The Adelaide Oval where the distance 
between two sightscreens is 220 yrds. 

13. They bagged 'a pair’ on debut. 

14. Ruud Gullit. 

15. They wrote poems on cricket: 'Cricket at 
Harrow'hy Byron; 'At Lords'hy 
Thompson and 'Eighty five to Win'by 
Masefield. 


THIS HAS Hi r N i OMPII I I) BY: 


POONAM GiRI, 
C/OJ.B.GIRI, 

24 ASSAM RIFLES, 
MANIPUR, IMPHAL. 


All readers are requested to send a passport size 
colour photograph of themselves along with their 
entries. The picture wdll be carried along with the 
quizifseleacd. 
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PERSPEC T_I_, V__E_ 


H iroshima lamentably did 
not become the city of joy 
for Indian hockey. Instead 
it was again a case of the 
autumn of discontent, as India 
faltered once more in the final, losing 
2- i to South Korea Since hockey 
commenced at the Asiad in 19'>8, 
India has w(»n one gold, eight silvers 
and ojie bronye medal. In the Asian 
Games final, the Indian hockey team 
seems to have forgotten the winning 
habit. 

After the defeat in the linal. 
national tt>ach Zalar lql>al wlio has 
since resigned due to 'family reasons' 
lamented on the failure of the 
forwards especially the inadequate 
left flank Unlike coaches ol the past. 
Zafar did not make any carping 
comments on the nmpiies or htnt at 
sinister politicking against India. 
Instead he aptly pointed out that the 
difference in interitretation ol the 
rules of 'dangerous play' between 

Jude Felix: Hie todien ca|itaiii wet shown the 
led caid in the opening match BsaiiHl 
Beeglndeth. 


INDIAN HOCKEY 






India's performance at the Hiroshima Asiad 
was, on the whole, a disappointing one. 
NOVY KAPADIA sums up the reasons for the 
lacklustre performance and what lies in store 
for our national game? 
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change their spots. 

Ex-OIympian Aslant Sher Khan 
who was at Hiroshima, as a Govt, 
observer also said that the Indian 
forward line lacked thrust and that 
about four to five should be changed 
f<tr the Sydney World Cup. IHF 
President KPS Gill felt only two or 
three forwards should Ite dropped. 
Aslant felt that amongst the 
forwards, only right winger Mukesh 
Kumar and, to a certain extent, 
Mohammed Ria? played consistently 
in the Asiad. According to Aslant, 
outside left Baijit Singh and inside 
forward Ravi Nayyakar were not up to 
the mark and too slow for 
international hockey, fie was also 
bitter that Dhanraj Pillay did not show 
the desire to shake off his tight 
marker, Myung-Keun Yoo, in the 
final. Pillay, after the final, said he was 
hampered by an injured and slightly 
swollen ankle which restricted his 
mobility. About Sanjeev Kumar, the 


With Zafar Iqbal's resignation the hockey leain 
will now start off with now tachniqiies and 
stratagios under f new coach. This constant 
changing of coaches impedes the formulation 
of a long-term hockey policy 

Indian and foreign umpires, caused 
problems of adjustment for his players. 

At the Asiad, skipjier Jude Felix was 
shown a red card in the opening 
league tic vs Bangladesh. Later Saboo 
Verkey got a red card in the semi final 
vs Japan and had to miss the final. In 
the final itself, in each half, an Indian 
player was shown the yellow card. 
Mohammed Ria/ was out for ten 
minutes in the first half and Sanjeev 
Kumar for the same time in the 
second half. Their absence was 
crucial, as it marred the fluency of 
India's attack at crucial moments of 
the match. Zafar admitted that his 
players 'get away' with such offences 
in India where supervision tends to be 
lenient. 

The question is why be wise after 


"Unless India produces 
world class forwards, we 
cannot do well in 
international 
hockey,"—Former 
national coach Zafar Iqbal 
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the horse has bolted. It should have 
been drilled into the players, that 
certain fouls arc stringently punished 
ill international meets like the Asiad. 
This should have been the job of 
coaches Zafar and Vinod Kumar. 
Maybe they did it but the players have 
such deep-r<K)tcd habits that like the 
proverbial leopard they could not 



asiulc Aslani felt that ho had played been properly assessed. After all, there forwards exist, like say_.lagbir Singh or 

well in all matches, except in the final is a difference betwr^en scoring goals Edgar or Daryl D*Souza, —they should 

in which he just faded away. against weaker teams like Orissa in be immediately recalled and old 

Newcomer Devinder Kumar was the Federaiion Cup and trying to score grievances Jorgoiicn. India tteeds a 

found wanting and it was a selection in international games. The gulf more penetrative forward line to 

gamble which did not click. Many fell cannot be bridged so easily. perform well in the forthcoming 

that Devinder should have been llolli Zafar and Aslatn agreed that World Cup. The current crop is 

blrxxled on the Australian tour this the Indian fowards were inconsistent. inconsistent and the nightmares of 

summer where his ability could have Zafar said. "Unless India produces the Willesden World Cup in 1986. 

ami ‘ forwards, we cannot do (India came 12th and last) also held 

■io«tafllMtina,llMy WBieoutoftiNich wM ''' '"'‘Tiiational hockey." Are just after the Asiad, should not be 

there such forwards in India? If such repealed, fn case I he cupboard is bare 
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MQ; Art M*w. Jiria FM» ni SdM* Vwkay 
Nw w e — if Brtrt tr r— w m ■ 


Zafar pointed out that the 
difference in 


interpretation of the rules 
of 'dangerous play' 
between Indian and 


foreign umpires, caused 
problems of adjustment 
for the players. He also 
admitt^ that his players 
'getaway^ with such 
offences in India where 


the supervision tends to 
be lenient 


ff 


and classy forwards areal a premium in 


India, then long term efforts are 


required to groom young talent like 


Brojen Singh and Jamsher Khan 


The only silver lining for Indian 


n 


hockey at Hiroshima was the 
performance of the defence and 
midrield. Rajnish Mishra and Anil 
Aldrin excelled with their crisp tackles 
and interceptions Shakeel at left was 
the epitome of consistency. It was a 
delight to watch him shackle Korean 
winger Kim Young-Kyu in the league 
fixture and in the final. Jude or Riaz as 
centre half and Harpreet Singh as right 
half <sorely missed in the final) were 
effeaive. Ashish Ballal, except for 
lapses in the final, which allowed 
Korea’s Seok-Kyo Shin to score their 
second and third goals off penalty 
corners was agile and daring under 
the bar. The nucleus of a good side 
dt)es exist and it is for the new set of 
coaches to learn from the lessons of 
Hiroshima. At the Asiad, India was 
unlucky with the viral fever stalking 
the squad and affecting key players 
Pillay, Verkey and Harpreet. But then 
as Napolean said, “Winning generals 
are always lucky generals." • 


PHOTOGHAPHS JAGOtSHYAOAV 
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SPOTLIGHT 


BEV-ATTACK!' 



Making an 
impressive 
Test debut for 
Australia 
against 
Pakistan, the 
talented but 
highly 

temperament¬ 
al Michael 
Bevan has 
fulfilled the 
critic's 
expectations 



BY GIDEON HAIGH 


A SUCCESSI-UL nuiden Test and 
recruitment as Yorkshire's Very 
Important Professional for 1995 
seem to have come at once for 
Michael Bevan, but he has spent nearly five 
years becoming an overnight suet ess. 

As rich if not richer in talent than 
contemporaries at the Australian Institute of 
Sport Cricket Academy class (if 
1989-90—Brendon Julian, Michael Slater, 
Craig White and Martin McCague- -Bevan's 
own Test graduation was delayed until he had 
proven that a mercurial temper had 
harnessed superabundant talent. 

Canberra's first contribution to an 
Australian Test side emerged at under-19 


level in the annual national tournament, 
joining an honour-roll of 
players-of-the-series including David Hookes, 
Dirk Wellham, Mike Veletta, Ian Ht'aly, Steve 
Waugh and both Crowes And accepted in the 
Adelaide-based Oicket Academy's second 
intake, Bevan left no-one in disubt that the 
pedigree was genuine. 

Coach .tack Potter described the teenager 
simply as 'the most destructive batsman we 
have', and commended the promise of his 
left-arm wrisi-stiin before his first-class debut 
as a tenifKirary resident of South Australia in 
the Sheffield Shield. As Bevan neared a 
spunky century in that baptismal match 
against WA at Perth—he was 12 days younger 
than Stan McCabe when he reached that 
milestone—he expressed surprise to a* 
partner that it had been so easy. 
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At 20 he topped the hatting averages for 
'Australia Youth' in West Indies (Aug 1990), 
where the Beaulort Scale often seemed the 
only appropriate measure for his weight ol 
shot. And, a disciple of dumbbells and 
distance running since academy days, 74 
musclebound fours and four sixes peeled from 
his bat during the five centuries in six innings 
with which he proclaimed himself in 1990-91 
for NSW. 

Bevan arrived on an Australia 'B' tour of 
Zimbabwe in Sept 1991 sharpened by a 
season with Billingham in the South Durham 
League, plus a single match for Kent 2nd XI 
(6J and 73, and 6 for 68, against Sussex). A 
centre-wicket practice was coming to an end 
in Zimbabwe's Mutare Sports Club when the 
left-hander decided to bolt down the pitch to 
his last ball and strike it vinually out of sight, j 
through the ent.'ance of a canvas lean-to in I 
which the groundsman kept his equipment. 
The force of the blow was disaivercd to have 
torn the canvas from its rings as though it had 
been hit by a cyclone. 

There have been times since, however, 
when the cyclone has appeared in danger of 


blowing itself out. Mentioned in despatches 
and included in an Australian training elite ol 
20 before the 1991 -92 domestic season 
commenced, he confessed to finding 
expectation a burden: It docs play on the 
mind and I've found it a bit difficult to cope 
with. 1 could certainly do without some of the 
hype.' 

Sevan's temper began to show through 
when form proved elusive: his locker in 
NSW's dressing-room was the butt of what 
liecamc known as 'Bev Attacks'... sometimes 
from his bat, others from his head. 1 remember 
watching NSW at a praairc session that 
season and feeling, despite the protective 
netting, almost under threat from the power 
of Sevan's strokes. He seemed to be seeing the 
bail almost too well. 

Sevan's severity on Shane Wame In that 
match was conspicuous. One over went for a 
six, two fours and a three, interrupted by an 
almost derisory dead-bat. But Sevan's 
dismissal tor 70 off 74 balls was also notable: a 
harebrained heave at the first ball from Dean 
Jones's unspeakable spin. 

49 



Kamaijulka 



fiC BwWI 


•{■flM baiMfWMi wricfcals 


Bevan's modest Shield average of less than 
30 saw him miss the cut for Australia's World 
Cup squad. The closest he made it to the 
tournament was appearing at the SCG as a 
marshal for the junior cricket displays he had 
organised in his capacity as a development 
officer for the NSW Cricket Association. 

Patchy form the following season 
persuaded Mark Taylor to omit Bevan from 
NSW's Sheffield Shield Centenary match 
against South Australia in Dec 1992, and 
when the left-hander was paralleled with his - 
emerging contemporary Michael Slater, the 
comparison was not flattering. The pair had 
been cycling together in June 1989 when 
Slater was bounced off a car bonnet and 
condemned to years of physiotherapy, yet he 
was now a front-runner for Australia's 1993 
tour of England: Bevan was now 12ih man for 
his State. 

Three centuries followed, however, 
including an exact and emphatic 170 in 
6jhours against a pedestrain England 'A' 
attack (including Andy Caddick, Peter Such, 
David Milliis and James Boiling). And, when 
Bevan examined English opportunities for 
the winter, he settled on Rawtenstall in the 
Lancashire League, for whom Slater's father 
had played before emigrating and where his 
uncle was a former dub president. 

Bevan made almost 400 runs and look 16 
wickets in his first five matches. His 


club-record of 1346 runs. 63 wickets and £700 
in colieclions came despite league statisticians 
annulling a century against Nelson because 
rain had rendered the round incomplete. 

There was one climactic 'Bev 
Attack'—well-reported at the time*—^when 
Bevan staged a disappearing aa after cheap 
dismissal against Bacup. But Bevan's 
contrition and quick repentance saved his 
contract and removed a potential shadow 
from what was shaping as his critical seasons. 

Rising to coach Steve Rixon's incentive of 
the No. 3 slot in the NSW side, Bevan proved 
his capacity for endurance. Five centuries 
included an unbeaten 203 to thwart Western 
Australia at the SCG. Convincing, too, was a 
selfless 77 in the final of the one-day 
Mercantile Mutual Cup, where Bevan totted 
57 singles in his efforts to chaperone partner 
Richard Chee Quee to a century. 

As Bevan's fitness was benchmarked before 
his first Test tour of Pakistan, his explosive 
power was given a ready reference. From a 
static position, he could spring a vertical 
73cm; just two centimetres less than the 
German Olympic cyclist Michael Hubner. 
Sprinting between wickets, he could virtually 
lap some colleagues. But Bevan seems to have 
realised that batsmen don't get bonuses for 
extra-long sixes or for running three while 
partners complete two. 

WISDEN CRICKET MONTHLY 
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COLD, hot m/y^^ % 

I am a large version of a typical insulated flask. __ 

I have been created with Food-grade Polyethytene. 
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tronspofted over greater distances, remainingjs/s/VVt 
fresnand hygienic I am also very innovativeA^^^pfice 
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Export container, inflight food storer. 
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BOOK WORLD 


TITLE: MY AUTOBIOGRAPHY— 
DONTTELLKATB 
AUTHOR: IAN BOTHAM 
PUBUSHER: COLUNS WILLOW 
PRICE: £14.98 

HERE are no grey areas in the 
world of Ian Botham, things 
arc either black or white. He 
views his own behaviour as 
cither downright foolish or totally 
justiHable. Some colleagues and 
mentors he almost fawned over, 
others he wanted to shove through a 
mangle. 

He is fulsome in his praise of Viv 
Richards, Brian Close, Mike Brearley 
and Boh Willis, scathing in his 
criticism of Geoff Boycott, Denis 
Compton, Ted Dexter, and other 
members of the selettion panel who 
he refers to as "the Sanatogen set". Jt 
is symptomatic of what's wrong with 
the game he says; "Too many people 
in too many positions of power are 
just out of touch." 

But he reserves his strongest vitriol 
for the men of the Fourth Estate. 
"No-one can withstand the constant 
drip, drip, drip of the British 
Newspaper Torture," he reflects, and 
the text is punctuated with regular 
sensational tabloid headlines and 
detail of the misery they caused him 
and his family. If you swim with the 
sharks you are bound to get bitten, he 
realises, but he was really only a 
"country lad from Yeovil" and admits 
to a degree of naivety which is 
refreshing and honest. 

This failing reached its nadir during 
his friendship with the agent Tim 
Hudson who wanted to make him a 
Hollywood star. Hudson was "away 
with the fairies" Botham realised 
later, but it coincided with an 
extraordinary period in his life when 
he became virtually paranoid and 
solitary and his marriage was 
St ret died to breaking point. 

"It almost reached the stage where 
you would spit on the field during a 
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Im Botham; baring bis boarl out 

match and a couple of these blokes 
would run out and take it away for 
analysis." 

The whole 

autobiography—ghost-written by 
Peter Hayter—is, in tact, a bit like 
Botham himself, blowing hot and 
cold. There are laborious chronologies 
of Test series containing very little 
insight save the occasional practical 
joke, but then one of the 
characteristics ol great sportsmen is 
their poor recall of amazing 
performances which to everyone else 
were memorable. 

Yet thrown in among the chaff are 
some touching emotional passages 
ab<mt his upbringing—a 101b baby in 
deepest Somerset, John Wayne his 


boyhood hero, his simple schooling, 
his friends and his family. 

Botham delivers at length on 
structure, sledging and 
ball-tampering and the difficulties of 
living in a society that tends to distrust 
winners. But perhaps the most 
revealing chapter is the last, when he 
talks candidly about his marriage and 
how it has somehow survived 20 
years. "How have we managed it? The 
answer is; it's all down to Kath." 

Now we get the real Ian Botham 
—the man who covets the applause 
and the compliments and sometimes 
has a blinkered way of seeking it and 
can react violently if he doesn't get it. 
But be loyal to him and he will be loyal 
to you. 

Kath was aware of that and so were 
the British public, his two major areas 
of support through thick and thin. 
Important areas tcxi. 

"They simply wanted to see Ian 
Botham and England do well on the 
cricket field," she said. 

You only have to see the lines of 
entliusiastic facTs and cheering 
children on one of his leukaemia 
walks to realise the esteem he still 
commands. 

TITLE: SPIN AND OTHER TURNS 
AUTHOR: RAMACHANDRA GUHA 
PUBUSHER: PENGUIN BOOKS 
INDIA(P)LTD. 

PRICE: Rs.100. 

HIS IS a book which looks at the 
golden age of Indian cricket — the 
decade of the Seventies. Several 
stalwarts have been written about, 
namely, Bedi, Prasanna and 
Chandrasekhar, Gavaskar and 
Vishwanath, Engineer, Kirmani and 
Vengsarkar and obviously the one and 
only Kapil Dev. The language is 
stylish, rich and ekiquent. This book is 
not for those who arc looking for 
gossip or juicy tidbits about the stars. 

A nice addition to the growing sports 
literature of our country. 
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M A JUNREN is arguably 
the most famous 
athletics aiach, thanks 
to his two female 
proteges, Wang Junxia and Qu 
Yunxia who shattered world rearrds 
in the 1500m, 3000in and the 
10,000m, at the National Games in 
Beijing. 

In 1993, in the World 
Championships at Stuttgart, Wang 
Junxia won the 10,000m. Other 
proteges of his to win gold medals 
were Dong Liu in the 1500m and Qu 
Yunxia in the 3000m. The whole 
world wondered how China, almost 
unnoticed, managed to develop world 
class women runners. The answer was 
Ma Junren. And when Ma Junren 
asked how he managed to develop 
such talent, he cited turtle blood and 
caieritillar fungus as the piimary 
reasons for their success. The Western 
world, on their pan, reacted with 
skepticism. They said that it was most 
probably drugs. 

But after that, Ma's athletes 
vanished front view. They did not take 
part in the lucrative Grand Prix circuit 
or any of the numerous races that arc 
conducted internationally. Ma’s 
explanation fur this was simple: 

" 1994 has been a year for toning 
down performances to allow the 
athletes to rejuvenate after their great 
performances in the previous year. 
They were actually running the 
equivalent of the marathon a day." 
Added to that, the athletes suffered 
from regular fcxit injuries because of 
badly made running shoes. Ma also 
revealed that 11 of his female athletes 
have had appendix operations in the 
last year or so. He said that the reason 
was because he did not want his 
athletes to suffer from appendicitis 
before or after major international 
competitions. 

Apart from this sense of mystery, 
Ma has a materialistic side to him. In 
Hiroshima, three versions of his 
so-called magic potions were on sale, 
Ma says that even if the potions did 
not sell well, he is already a wealthy 


"I sold my recipe to a company in 
Canton called Ttxlay," said Ma, "my 



In every event from the 
SOOm upwards, Ma's 
runners picked up gold. 
But it was the men's 
section that was a 
revelation. Here, for the 
first time,, a male student 
Ripeng Sun won the 
3(^m steeplechase 
gold at Hiroshima 


contract with them is wonh 100 
million renminbi (approx. £7.6 
million). And I have used 12 million 
renminlii to buy a building to use as a 
training centre for my own athletes. 

"Ma's Army No. I (the first potion) 
went on sale in April this year, but 
because a lot of money was needed for 
this pnxluci. we haven't had any 
profits yet." 

Ma added that he had also 
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established Ma's Chinese Medicine 
Cnmpany, of which he is the director 
and holds 46% of the shares. "I need 
money to survive," he says, with a 
smile, "Ma's training is very big and 
my athletes travel a lot. They need 
good facilities and consume a lot of 
fotid. Rice costs a lot these days and 
each turtle costs 200 renminbi (tl5). 
Yet my athletes arc merely given $ 1 5 
a day by the Chinese authorities 
Incidentally, Ma's Army now consists 

It it a mattar of tima baiore Iha Chinese flag 
twill mn ri«t at aMiar intamatronat 
coavatibOBs. Thit Asian potter has all the 
rasainces an4 the twill potter to become the 
tworift most powerful sporting nation 


of 18 women and eight male athletes. 
Among the women, the brightest is,of 
course .Wang liinxia. She wtm the 
lO.OOOm and bettered the Asian 
Gaines record with a time of 10:54.34. 
Then Qu Yun\i.i won the women's 
800in, with anoilier protege Liu I.u 
taking silver. 

Ma iunren said that L>u and Lui 
could have done bettei. "They are 
only going lo run fast, when they lace 
tough opposition," he said. "Qu could 
have got an Asian recoid if she had 
compelilion." Qu won in 1:59.85 secs 
hut snirseemed to have plenty of 
energy to spare. Lu was timed at 
7 00.66. 


This was the beginning of the 
torrent. In every event from the 800m 
upwards, Ma’s runners picked up 
gold. But it was the men’s section that 
was a revelation. Here, for the first 
lime a male student Ripeng Sun won 
the 3000rn steeplechase. Ma, of 
course, readily admits that the 
standard of t'l.ina's men is not grmd, 
hut in agreeing lo coach them, he 
wanted lo prove a point—-that he is 
the best aihleiiisronch in t;htna In six 
months of coaching Mu Weigno. Ma 
eiiahled him to lake three seconds of 
his peisonal best liming in the 800in 
Ma does not go into specifics, hut he 
does slate that while there are few 
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differences in ihc training regime for 
men and wnmen, "ii is more difficult 
to t rain the male runners. To 
improve the results, you need a lot of 
sdentiric support. I expert it will take 
about six to seven years." 

While talking to him, one was 
struck by the singular nature of his 
jK-rsonality. He was direct, forceful 
and extremely selfconfident. It is no 
wonder that he can inspire his 
runners to reach such great heights. 
But he does suffer from stress. That 
probably has created a 40 cigarettes a 
day habit He talked about being 
unwell and he is constantly plagued 
by a poor stomach. 
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"My body condition is not very 
g(M>d, and my blood pressure is high. 
Also, rriy sleeping hours arc very- 
lit tie," he said, with a sad shake of his 
head. 

And apart from his health 
problems, Ma is a viclirn of red tape 
thanks to stiff opptisition from China's 
‘sports officialdom. Why, m 
Hiroshima, despite his si upendous 
success. Wei Jizhong, secretary of 
China's National (flyinpic 
Committec, criticised Ma's training 
techniques. "Las; year," he said, "we 
found that Ma's athletes were iK'ing 
trained tCKi hard to break world 
records. 1 told sixtrts officials toiiay 
attention to this, and to stop it." 

Even in his home province of 
Liaoning, according to a Source close 
to him, officials waged a campaign 
against him earlier this year which 
only relented when Ma's athletes sakl 


Lm Ijh witfc tha Chmm Rag. AMiter of Ha's 
ttedesti. she im Ika aanui aaU al MirasMma 

I hey would boycott all events if it 
continued So things are not really 
hunky dory for China's most 
successful coach. He also docs not 
extemd a commitment about 
participating in Europe next season, 
with the exception of the World 
Championships in Goihenberg. 

Ma says that ii is not up to him but 
up to the Chinese authorities to decide 
where his athletes run. although he is 
deeply concerned about the lack of 
cuin|>etitioii in Asia. 

So, we have not heard the last of Ma 
Junren. Come the Wtirld 
Championshifis next year, he is bound 
to be at the sidelines, puffing away at 
his ever present cigarette and 
cxluHting his athlete's to go fw 
gold....and if possible, a world record > 
at the same time. • 
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THE PHENO 


Ever since 
KAPIL DEV 
burst onto the 
Indian 

cricketing scene 
in October '78, 
he has been 
Indian cricket's 
brightest jewel. 
This is an 
abridged extract 
and it deals with 
his first match, 
as well as his 
greatest 
moment: when 
he equalled Sir 
Richard 
Hadlee's world 
record of 431 
wickets 


BY RAMCHANDRA GUHA 
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HIS is the story of a 
phenomenon.' That is how 
Christopher IsherwcKxl begins 
his biography of the saint 
Rainakrishna, and that is how we may Itegin 
our appreciation of Kapil Dev. 

The first sign that a phenomenon had 
arrived on the Indian cricket scene came on 
the morning of the man's Test debut, in 
October 1978 against Pakistan in Faisalabad. 
Viewing the match on television in New 
Delhi, I had never seen him before; nor had 
the Pakistani openers, Majid Khan and Sadiq 
Mohammed. In his second over, Kapil bowled 
a Imuncer that rose rapidly and nearly UKik 
the left-handed Sadiq's head with it. This was 
very likely the fastest delivery from an Indian 
bowler since Independence, and Sadiq acted 
immediately. 

He had Just returned from perfoiming in 
the Packer Circus, where helmets had tome in 
vogue Here, however, he was wearing a 
green Pakistani cap, and Majid in his usual 
floppy sun hat, as they prepared to face a day 
of slow bowling. But after that bumper Sadiq 
called for a helmet, which took a few overs to 
reach him in the middle. It is a wonder there 
was one on the giound at all. 

As Sadiq Mohammed recognizt'd, it was the 
S(H"cdol this young colt that made him so 
exceptional in India's ciicketing history. 

Some Indians before him could move the liall 
late in the air—though few with control to 
match—and perhajis Mohammed Nissarand 
Rarnakant Desai bowled at a conqtarable 
speed, bu: without perceptible movement in 
the air. It was his pace allied to swing that 
distinguished Kapil from all other Indian 
new-ball bowlers. One might contrast him 
here with Mohirider Amarnath, a medium 
pace swing bowler who rarely posed problems 
at the international level. But at Kapil's jitice, a 
lively fast medium in his pomp, batsmen had 
little time to change their stroke when the liall 
moved, in either direction, disconcertingly 
late in flight. 

Kapil Dev's great glory was, of course, his 
outswinger. On a hot summer day at The Oval 
in 1979, Kapil completely beat Geoffrey 
Boycott's forward stroke with the first ball of a 


Test matcli—fourteen years later, the 
Yorkshire cricketer was still talking of a 
delivery which (as he put it with perfect 
sincerity) he had not been good enough to 
touch. His mastery of late away swing meant 
that Kapil tested the best openers on the most 
placid of wickets. 

In boih the five-day and one-day game, the 
brilliant attacking pair of Gordon Greenidge 
and Desmond Haynes have always played 
him with care and considerable resperi. 

Aware that a flashing cover drive might c'asily 
end up in the hands of second slip, and that 
the bowling at the other end, or after Kapil 
came off, was of highly variable quality, they 
have wanted above all to deny the Indian 
all-rounder their wicket. 

Where the outswinger is his stock ball, in 
his salad days Kapil also possessed a sharp 
in-cutter which, bowled somewhat 
open-chested with a late change in action in 
the delivery stride, had unprepared batsmen 
double up as it struck them below the knees. 
(The in-cutter has gone out of his repertoire in 
recent years, when Kapil has 
preferred to bowl the inswinger, with no 
apparent change in body action, as his chief 
variation.) 

At his best he also bowled a fine bouncer, a 
probing delivery that even West Indian 
batsmen did not easily take liberties with. He 
has retained lo the last his beautifully 
controlled sideways-on action, with such 
grace and economy ol foot movement that 
Kapil must bowl fewer no-balls than almost 
any fast bowler in international cricket. 

It is embarrasring now to record that after 
watching Test cricket over twenty years, I 
have not seen Sunil Gavaskar score a hundred 
or Kapil Dev take five wickets in an innings. 

On two occasions, however, he came close to 
doing si>. On the first morning of the Madras 
Test against Pakistan in which Gavaskar 
scored h(,smatch-winning 166, Kapil bowled 
a remarkable spell in which he accounted for 
four outstanding batsmen. 

The Test was barely half an hour old when 
Kapil had dismissed the Pakistani openers, 
Mudassar Na/arand Sadiq Mohammed, both 
caught brilliantly by Syed Kirmani, low to his 
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left. Then Kapil changed ends, and with the 
sea breeze nicely helping his outswinger, 
subjcticd Zaheer Abbas to a torrid time. For 
two overs Zaheer played and missed before 
finally making coniaa. only to edge the ball to 
the wicket-keeper. Next, the prolific Javed 
Miandad was caught at slip off a beautiful 
away swinger. At this stage, Kapil retired from 
the fray, leaving the pickings to his less gifted 
but equally hardworking felktw bowlers. 

Seven years later, I watched Kapil in action 
against a more formidable batting line-up still. 
Following the 1987 World Cup, the West 
Indies came to New Delhi to start a four Test 
series. On a wicket that from a distaiu e of one 
hundred yards did not appear unduly to iielp 
the fast bowlers, ifie home side were 
dismissed by lunch for a mere seventy-live. 
We had resigned ourselves to an innings 
defeat, but Kapil (still smarting from his 
removal from the Indian captaincy after the 
failure to retain the World Cup) had other 
ideas. 

In the third ball of his first over, the great 
Cordon Grecnidge was caught plumb in front 
of the wicket, beaten by an inswinger. The 
dangerous Kichie Richardson (ell much the 
same way. In came the West Indian captain, 
Vivian Richards, willi hiscfiaracierisiic 
swagger. This was a battle of giants, and the 
crowd held its breath. Kapil greeted the 
Antiguan champion with a bumper, and 
Richards, never one to duck a challenge, went 
for the hook. The ball flew high off a top edge 
to deep fine leg, where Chetan Sharma spilled 
the catch. Chastened by the miss, this young 
man (who adored Kajiil, playing alongside 
him for the Haryana stale sid<‘) look the ball at 
the other end, and ran tlirougfi the middle 
order The West Indies crumbled to 127 all 
out, Dilip Vengsarkar then scored a fine 
century, but with Richards in his best form the 
second time around, the visitors went on to 
win the Test by five wickets. 

At the lime of writing Kapil Dev has taken 
five wickets in an innings on twenty-three 
sepaiaie onasions, each time out of my sight. 
In an age where matches from Sydney to 
Sharjah are carried live into the 
drawing-room, 1 have sometimes been lucky 
enough to watch it liaptH-n on the television; 
at other times, to hear it on my faithful radio, 

I HAVF not yet seen Kapil Dev take five 
wickets in an innings, but I did watch liirn 
hit his first Test hundred. It was .lanuary 1979 
and India were playing the West Indies in 
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New Delhi 1 could not gel a tit kei for the first 
day, when Sunil Gavaskar (if only to spite me) 
and Dilip Vengsarkar both scored centuries I 
was finally smuggled into the ground after 
lunch on the second day, moments liefore 
Kapil arrived at the i lease 

At foi 4, this was a situation tailor made 
for one who, to borrow a phrase from 
baseball, has always been a pinch-fiitter 
Almost immediately, Kapil hit the fast bowler 
Vanbuin Holder over his head, a low 
skimming drive that thudded second bounce 
into the sigfitstreen The off-spmner 1 arry 
Gomes was pulled to leg, and then cut 
delicately past slip In a matter of overs the 
fielding captain, Alvin Kallicharran had set 
Jii iillra-delensive field He was himself at 
deep covei some twenty yards inside the 
boundary Now Kapil hit a terrific diive on the 
up iheoretKally a chance that hit 
Kallicharran s ouisircklied bin unwilling Iclt 
hand on iK way to the boiindaiy Thai was the 
only c rror in an innings oilu us ISC Irei ol 
blemish ,is m two honis batting to the close 
Kapil had rc ai he d *J,t not out 

1 11 ai heii the 1 1 ro/shah Kolia early llit next 
morning by now m possession ol an elevated 
si at on top ol the Willii'gdon Pavilion Below 
mi till Indian captain Sunil tiavaskar was 
i ngaged in carnesi coiivt rsaiion with 
I an hsinghiai) (laekvsad i lare Board official 
with a iTKkcling hi am Mi iii.ikh his position ol 
[lowi I I Ik disiiission prt soniahly hingt d 
oiiihi (iiecisc iimii'c ol the Indian 
deilaiaiion which one expected t> ' illow 
Kapil s hundred That landmark lonk exactly 
ivvohallsio icliievc Noibcrt Philip (a howlei 
yaids taste i than anyoo' Kapil had fated in 
India) was fiisi dr’ven ciispls to the boiindau 
at long ofland lu xi ball lliiki d witli disdain 
ovti sipiaii leglorsix Altei his side declared 
the all loimder went on to take three wickets 
in a lively pill of swinghowhng India wen 
howevci denied cetiam victory possibly by 
an innings by a lliunderstoim 

Kapil smosi recent lest century bis eighth 
in all, tame m December 1992 at Poll 
bli/abclli Allan Donald—the I astest While 
Bowler in the World—was given a fearful 
pounding, pnmaiily at the hands ol Kapil's 
disimctive 'Nataraja' shot in between a hi'ok 
and a pull, and played with the left leg raised 
and crossed in front of the right one, m 
imitation of I ord Siva's ecstatic dance on top 
of Mount Kailash 

A more heroic fumdred still was hit at Port- 
ol Spain in March 198 }, against four of the 


world's fastest bowlers—^Holding, Roberts, 
Marshall and Gamer—to save India from 
what appeari'd to be, at the time he came to 
the wicket, certain defeat Five years later, 
and also against tlie West Indies, Kapil hit a 
brilliant hundred off a mere 105 balls on the 
firsrday of aTest m Madras, a knock almost as 
important to India's innings viaory as the 
sixteen wickets later claimed by the debutant 
Icgspmner, Narendra Hirwani 

Against a rather more limned attack, Kapil 
stored an extraordinary 175 after India found 
themselves at 17 for 5, playing 7imbdbwe m 
the 1983 World t up Again, this was an 
innings without which India could not have 
won the iiiatth (or tournament) And it was 
jtlayed in the absence of television cameras 
and live radio coinmentary, in fioni ol thirty 
nien and a dogal a louniy giound in the 
south of I ngianci 

I am reliably mloimed that a ( haudigarh | 
stiilu iswnrkingona biogtapliy of hiscity s I 
inosi lainoiis son a book ihai shall doulnless 
comam ly iical disc riptions ol those hiiiidretis 
stoic d ai New Delhi Port I li/ahelh Port of- 
spam Madias and 1 imhndgi Wells But the j 
mmiigs or lather foiirhalls that most 
Slid iiully i pitoim/es Kapil s appioach lo ! 

batsmanship (and Ilk m gem lal) was played j 
at I Old s in'hi. siinimet ol 1990 j 

i nglaiul hailing first, ainassi d a scon ol I 

f>5 i lor 1 di iland hi India s rt ply alter ' 

A/h iiiiddm h.id hit a hnllia'il Cl nliiry Kapil ^ 
iiain d ,i siiokc hii fitly when lu was|omedl>y 
the last ni.i'i Hiuvani Iwiiilv lorn were still j 
needed lo sasi tin follow on Hirwam t 

some how kepi oiii iht one hal! he had to fate 
thaiovci 1 ating iheoll spinnei I ddie j 

Htmmmgs Kaiul blocked two halls hut then i 
hit ihi iliiid.md lourih delis eiies lor six 
apitit Ihesi 1 wo blows to ihe stiaighi held 
had rediKii' tin immediate laigei by ball 
Hemmmgsnow butriedly consulted wilh his 
captain (irihai Ciooifi 

Thiee years pievioiisly, the veteian 
oil spinnei had had Kapil caught at deep 
midwickct at a ciitical stage ol the 1987 World 
( up semi final (a mishit all India believed had 
tost us the iropliy), evidently Heinmings 
hoped he could buy the all-rounder s wicket 
on this occasion as well Thus he flighted the 
next delivery, winch again, disappeared into 
the crowd behind long on Heinmings and 
Gooch consulted once more, and decided that 
valour was the better part of discretion, whicfi 
wtuild have called fora leg stump yoiker at 
medium pace The last Itall of the over was also 


— 

Kapil's most 
recent Test 
century, his 
eighth in all, 
came in 
December 1992 
at Port 
Elizabeth. 
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As I walked out 
of the 

Chiimaswaniy 
StadiiHiwthe 
sentiy asked X 
for my ticket 
but I clutched it 
hard and 
dodged my way 
past him. I have 
no physical 
record of the 
other Test 
matches I have 
watched over 
the years, but 
this one I had to 
keep: to be 
disinterred half 
a century later, 
as proof that 
when Kapil 
Oev claimed 
his four 
hundred and 
thirty-first 
wicket I was 
there. 
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tossed up, and astonishingly, Kapil hit his 
fourth successive straight six. The follow-on 
was saved, and Hirwani (possibly the worst 
batsman to play for India, always excepting 
B.S. Chandrasekhar) was immediately 
leg-hefore It was not the ali-nninder's fault 
that an abject hatting display in the second 
innings cost India the match. 

That was, without doubt, the most 
remarkable display of six-hitting in the 
history ol Test cricket. Invoking an t)ld 
[ Yorkslnre bowler (with respect to W.G. 

I Grace) Hemmings might have said, T puts 
; them where 1 likes, and he puts them where 
I Ilf likes ' 

I T^lhTRF.N years after I had watched Kapil 
; X score his first Test hundied, I hapfiened to 
^ he in ifie dty of Bangalore So too was Kapil, 



S 1 had planned my trip so as tf) be able to 
■ watch the fust two days of the Tes: before 
I undertaking the work that paid lor me to he in 
5 the Garden City, and then, with luck, to see 
? the last two days too. Claiming my seat, 

I forty-five minutes before start of play, I lound 
in my neighbours (old Bangalore cricketers 
all) an iiiiusiia) ambivalence towards Kapil, 
i The fast bowler began the match five short 
I of Richard Hadlee's world record of 4111 est 
j wickets; eight hundied million Indians were 
I urging Kapil towards the target, but my 
: neighbours did so with more urgeticy than 
! usual. They believed tfiat ii was the record 
; which stixid in the way of a regular Test jrlace 
; for tfieir fellow townsman, .lawagal Srinaih — 
a place they thought would be all his own 
once Kapil had surfiassed Hadlee's record. 

Srinath is a prodigiously talented fast 
bowler who would be in my Indian eleven, 
every lime; but his supporters' identificatiuii 
of the reason for his exclusion was unfair — 
for the man who had kept ftim out was the 
third spinner, Rajesh Chauhan, here included 
on a wicket predirted to turn square from the 
second morning. 

Anyway, India hatted first, and assuredly 
made their way towards a target of five 
hundred. By the close they had reached 330 
for 5, a brisk rate of progress. However, on the 
next morning they played painfully slow. 
Three greatly gifted strokemakers— Sachin 
Tendulkar. Mohammed A/haruddin and 
Sanjay Manjrekar—all batted as if a score of 
SOO w'as the sole goal, accumulating singles 
and playing hardly an attacking stroke against 


what was a tired, dispirited and mediocre 
attack. 

Kapil came in to bat shortly before tea. He 
too started slowly, but after the interval began 
shedding his inhibitions. Perhaps to indicate 
his own contempt for that epic goal, he played 
a reverse sweep lo get his learn to five 
hundred. It was to my knowledge the first 
time he had played that shot in public, so to 
speak, but thenceforth the match came alive. 

The off-spinner, Muitiali Muralidharan, 
fiad been iKiwling all day, economically to a 
seven-two field Tendulkar and A/hat had not 
found it possible lo break tree of his restrictive 
gri[), but Kapil could. Muralidharan was 
glanced twice for four, delicately and very fine 
and then, with a s|)ring in the batsman's step 
and that glorious, Iree flowing swing and 
follow through of itie bat, hii straigh' for six. 
For those who know the gioimd, the ball 
actually struck the nuif of the fiigfi BFML 
stand, ft was a terrific blow, in twenty year|^ 
watching trickei at the Chiniiaswamy Sf'T 
Stadium, I had not seen a hit such as this ’ ySs- 
Another fierce straight drive followed; a low. '^x' 
skimming stroke that was theoretically a 
caught and howled chance — Muiali stuck 
out a hand and then quickly withdrew it. the 
ball striking ihe boundary boards, on the 
second bounce, with a resounding thud. Then 
Kapil turned his attention to the left-arm 
spinner, Don Aniirasiri, whom he swept for 
four and six In fore cutting him past point for a 
third boundary. In a dazzling cameo Kapil had 
unfolded a range of shots. As soon as he 
reached fifty, Azharuddin declared. 

An hour was left for play. In his second over 
Kapil produced a peach of an outswinger that 
took Samaraweera's outside edge and was 
caught by Tendulkar at second slip. This was 
wicket number 427, and the next day, while I 
was away (at last) on work, he claimed 
wickets 428 and 429, two Ibw decisions, of 
which at least one was out. 

On Sunday, the fourth day of play, Sri 
Lanka resumed with but three wickets 
remaining in their second innings, still some 
two hundred runs in arrears. The five 
thousand speoators had come, to the last 
woman, not to see India win, but in the hope 
that Kapil would reach or cross Hadlee's 
target. The most interested of them ail was our 
hero's wife, Romi Kapil Dev. who had taken 
the early morning flight from Delhi. She sat a 
few chairs away from me, rubbing her eyes 
from lack of sleep, her face a picture of 
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nervous expectation. 

Kapil himself was more tense than I had 
ever seen him, most uncertain of stride and 
delivery for one who has otherwise such a 
marvellous, relaxed run-up action. 

When the wrist-spinner. Anil Kumble, got 
the first wicket the crowd fell silent, but then 
the opposing fast bowler, the lanky 
Wickramasinghe, tried to hit Kapil over the 
top and was caught at deep mid-off. One 
wicket to end the match, and one wicket to 
draw level with Hadlee. A hurried team 
consultation resulted in Azharuddin 
instructing Kumble to bowl wide of the 
stumps, to give Kapil a clear field. The 
all-rounder strove hard, bowling an over of 
yorkers which the experienced Anurasiri k.’pt 
out. 

Romi Kapil Dev led a group of anxious nail 
chewers—clearly no one would hold a catch 
off Kumble, but what if number eleven 
dragged a wide googly on to his stumps? In his 
next over Kapil began witli two wide half 
volleys t)f his own, but then produced the 
perfect delivery for the tail-ender—bowled 
quicker and shorter, it jumped off the pitch to 
the batsman's chest, to catch the outside edge 
of a bat brought up in self-defence. The safest 
pair of hands in Bangalore, those of the Indian 
captain's, were waiting to hold the catch. 

As I walked tmt of the Chinnaswamy 
Stadium the sentry asked lor my ticket, but I 
clutched it hard and dodged my way i>ast him. 
I ha ve no physical record of the other Test 
matches I have watched over the years, but 
this one I had to keep: to be disinterred half a 
century later, as protif that when Kapil Dev 
claimed his four hundred-and-thirty-firsi 
wicket, I was there. 


1 his IS an extract 1 rorn Sf>in andothm turns It is published by Periguin 
6ooii.s Indie (P) ltd Price Hs 100 Reprinted by l^rrmbsion of ttie 
(mbtishei 


POWTMiSSt 

OUill€A|»ILDEV 
SKOAL ISSUE 
DATEDMtn 
NOVEMBER'S4 


63 




OTHER EVENTS 


I E W ____ 

PRIME SPORTS THIS 


NOV 16: World Team 
Gym naslics, Donmuiid, 
Vifgima Slims lenriis. New 
York, Duleeji T rophy- 
Wesi vs Norlh. Assam h 
Soiilh vs teiUral, Calciil- 
la. World imn's 
powerliUing, Niuw'ay. 
Kovers Cup, Bombay, 
Mahara)a Raojil SiiiKh 
iKKkey, Amrilsar, World 
men's doubles tennis, 
Jobannesbiiif; 

.NOV !? Woild Team 
<iyiiinasiits, Dortiinind. 
Yuitoslnvia Open table 
leiiius, Virginia Slimslen 
nis. New York, World 
men's |Miwerlilling, Noi- 
way. Rovers Cup, Bom¬ 
bay, Maharaja Kaiipi 
Singb lioikey, Aniiiisai. 
World men's doubles ten 
ms, lohannesburg 
NOV Iff. rngland vs 
NSW. emkel Sydney, 
Woild Team <lymnaslHs. 


Dtirtiiiund. Yugoslovia 
Open table tennis, Souih 
Ameriian Games iviesl- 
ling. World men's 

poiverlilling. N'orway, 
Viigima Slims tennis. 
New Yolk, Women's 
iriiket India vs Australia 
oiu-davii, biliie. World 
men s doubles leiinis, 
Johannesbuig, Rovers 
( up, Bombay, Maharaja 
Ranjil Smgb hockey, 

Amritsar 

N’l', 1 - riiglarul vs 

NSW, riukel, Sydney 
World leain (iMiinastits, 
lloiliriutid. Soiitli Arieii 
tail Gaines wiestlmj! 
Vugiislovi,i Oinn table 
tennis, Viiitma SImis ii n 
ms. New Yolk, Woiltl 
men's powerlitlmg, ,\oi- 
way. Hovels < np, Bom 
bay Woiltl men's 


doubles lemiis, Jobau- 
nesburg, Deotibat 

1 rnpliv-1 asi vs Ceiiiral, 
ealtiillj fi Stmib vs 
Nonb, ilihar, Mabaiaja 
Ranjil hotkey, Amiilsar 

N(t\ 2(1 fTigland vs 
NSW, iritkel Sydney. 
World inen'sdoubles ten¬ 
nis. Jobannesbnig, 

Woild men's 

poweililiing. Norway. 
Soulb Ament an tiarnes 
wrtstlmg, Yngosltivia 
Open table tenms 
Kovers ( np, Bombay 
Mabaiaia Kaii|ii Singb 
hotkey. Amiilsai 
■Siiv I nglaiid ts 

NSW. tntkel Sydney. 
Duleei) Iropby Iasi vs 
Ceniial (alt ill la b 
Somb vs North, Biluir 
World men's itoiibles It n 
IMS. lobaimtsbmg 

Mabaiaia R.mjii Singb 
botkev. Amiilsai, 

Kovels f op. Bombas 
is'ir, ■ .^ lioleep 

1 lopbv-1 .isi vs ( eiitral. 
t.'altotl.i h Sooib vs 
Noilb Biluir Wtiild 
mens tionblis tennis, 
lobannesbnig Kovers 
( lip, Bombay, Mabaiaia 
Ranpl Singh hockey, 
Amnisat 

: inileep 

I lopliy-t-asl ss fenital. 
Calitilla fi Norlh vs 
Soulb, Bihar, Mabaiaja 
Kaiijil Singb lux key, 
Amiilsar, Kovcis t np, 
Bombay, Woiltl men's 
doubles leiinis. 


.lohannesburg 
NtrV ?I rtuleep 
Trophy hast vs Ceniral, 

Caltuiia h Ntiiib vs 
South, Bihar, Woild 
men's doubles tennis, 
lohannesburg, Kovers 
Cup, Bombay, .Mabaiaja 
Kaniil Singb hockey 
Amnisar. 

iscV ,'S Diileep 
Tropby-basi vs Cenlial. 

(alciilta h Noilb vs 
Soulb, Bihar, Woild 

men's iloiibles leiinis, 
.Ittbannesburg, Rovers 
(.up, Bombay l.nglaiid 
s's Australia liisi erii ket 
Tesi, Brisbane 

V ,;t'. I nglaiid vs 

Aiisn.ilia Ills! tnekft 

lesl, Bnsbane. Woiltl 
men's doubles leiinis, 
lohamiesburg Kovers 
Cup Bombay 

' I'» “ rnglaiid vs 

Ansn.ilia lirsi tntket 

I'lsl, Bnsli.mi', Woild 
men's doubles tennis 
lobaimeshiiig, Kovits 
Cup, Bombas 
Nt)I nglaiul vs 
Ausiialia brsi tut kit 

'lesl, Biisbaiie, Worlil 
mens tloubles it inns, 
Johan Ill '-biiig, Deotib.ii 
I lopliv -I asi vs Ntiiib, 
Caltiilla ti Soulb vs 
West, Orissa, Kovets 
( up, Bombay 
Nt)V Ingland vs 

Austialia Insi tritkei 

rest, Brisbane, Rovers 
C.up, Bombay, IIA 
Shield, Calciilla 


Men's doubles learn tennis: an exciting event 






FORTNIGHT 

events ON PRIME SPORTS 

rut ASHES SERIES England will have to pul their reieni 
performances behind them if they are to regain ihe Ashes 
which has eluded them for some time now. Even though the 
Australian team may be undergoing some sort of transition 
under Mark Taylor, they will be hard to beat. And since they 
are playing at home England's task will he all that harder. Mike 
Atherton has a lough task ahead of him to improve the image 
of English cricket. But the Aiissies won't let the Poms have it 
easy. Join Prime Sports for the live coverage of the first Test at 
Brisbane from Ntivember 2S at 7 ^0 pm 

B ADMIN ! (»N Tune in to Prime Sjiorts lor the coverage of 
the China Open Badininlon Championships starling from 
Wednesday 16 to Monday 21 Wan hi he world class players in 
action on each day at 7 p.in (sameday delay) and I JOa.ni. 

>C>' (.1 H 

Wednesday 16; Puthol Miindialat 11. $0 pin, 2 am and ft am 

Chinese soccer league at ■> pm 

Thiirsdav 17. ChinesescKcer Ic-agiieat Il.tOain. 

Friday 18-Asian r=ootliall Show ai t tOpin 

Salurclay 19 Asian Foolhall Show al 1 W pm and Eiiropc-aii 

ScKc ei Show al 2 pm 

Sunday 20 Asian Football Show al 9. JO pm and Furo|H'an 

Soccer Show al II pin Chinese sciccer league al 6 am 

I'liesday 22 Fiithol Miniclial al 4 pm 

Wednesday 2 J Futbol Mondial al 11 JO pm and 11 am 

Fiiday 2 S Asian I ooiball Show al 4 pm 

Satiiitlay26 Asian Football show al I JO prn and Fiiro|)eaii 

Soccer Show at 4. JO pm 

Tuesday 29 Fnihol Mundial al 4 prn 

WJVi 

Friday 18 Wrestling Spollighi al I.JOprn 
Salniday 19. Wrestling Mania ai 4 pin 
Sunday 20 Wrestling Mania ai 12 midinglil 
Friclav 2S Wiestliiig Spotlight at 2 JO pm 
Saturday 26. Wrestling Mama al S. JO pm 

C.Oi I . 

Wednesday U- US PtiA'Ioiii Meriill Lynch Shooloiil al I am 
and 9 JO am 



Can Englaml rise from the 'Ashes’? 


Monday 2!. Australian PGA Chanipionshit>s at S pm. 

Tuesday 22 Australian PGA Champioiishipsai 2 JOaniand It 
am. US Pc;a Tour Franklin Funds ShcNiloiil al 4. JO pin 
Wednesday 2 J; US PGA Tour Franklin Funds Shoot out at 12 
midnight. 8 am and 4 JO pm. 

Thursday 24 US PGA Franklin Funds Shootout at 12 
imdtiighl. Australian Openal 6 JO am 
Friday 2S Australian Open al 10. JO pm and 8am 
Saturday 26'Australian Open at 10 tO pin and 6 JO am 
Sundav27 Australian 0|K-n al 10 pm and 6. JO am. 

Monday 28 Australian Open al 10 tun 



NG, IT'S ON STAR 








H ave you seen the latest 

Gwalior Suitings ad? The one 
which features our editor, his 
actor-son and Namrata Shirodkar. 
The father and son are seen bumping 
into the Bombay starlet at an airport 
and Shirodkar. much to Saif's 
surprise, asks the senior Khan f<»r his 
autograph. 

Incidents like that, when they do 
happen in real life, can shatter a 
person's ego. But then fame has its 
price and at times egoes can take 
massive beatings. For instance, 
Leander Paes' father, Vece, who was a 
sportsman in his own right, is now, 
much to his annoyance, no longer a 
former hockey Olympian, but simply 
'Leandcr's father'. 

It makes one wonder how short 
public memory really is. Sunil 

Sonil Gmaskar n the'Dinesh maa' 


Gavaskar jokes that some people ask 
him for his autograph only because he 
is a model for Dinesh Suitings. That 
been his only claim to fame as far as 
they are concerned. At one press box 
the other day, Gavaskar wondered 
whether the youngsters—most of 
who were born after he retired from 
the game—actually know who he is. 

The other day, at a cricketing party, 
a lady approached Anil Ktimble for his 
signature on a large sheet on which 
the other members of the Indian team 
had signed. Pointing to his signature 
right on top of the sheet. Kumble let 
the lady know that she had already 
taken his autograph. 

Cases of mistaken identity 
abound in sporting folklore. Like 
when tennis coach Akhtar Ali 
fancying his talent at table 



tennis—and a chance to win a 
bet—once challenged an unknown 
elderly gentleman during a Davis Cup 
trip abroad in the Sixties. Ali lost—the 
game and some money—not because 
he was a bad table tennis player, but 
because his 'unknown' opponent was 
Victor Barna, five times world 
champion and by record the greatest 
table tennis player of all lime. 

Or how yours truly, for want of an 
opponent to play snooker, asked a 
youiigjeans-clad Englishman to play 
a frame. One only got three shots 
throughout the frame, because my 
opponent turned out to be Jimmy 
White who had come to Calcutta to 
participate in his last amateur world 
championships—which he 
incidentally won There is a similar 
incident concerning tiie well-known 
Pakistani cricket writer and 
commentator, Qamar Ahmed who 
also had his wings clipped when he 
once unknowingly challenged one Mr 
Geei .Sethi to a frame 

Sunil Gavaskar has added to my list 
of mistaken-identity stories with the 
following incident which look place 
recently on an aeroplane. When 
Gavaskar walked into the aircraft, 
naturally many people recognised 
him and said 'Hi'. It was obvious that 
this person was a celebrity. An elderly 
lady stopped him as he made his way 
down the aisle and asked, "Manu?* 

For a moment Gavaskar was 
slumped, then realising that many of 
his father's old friends referred to 
Gavaskar Senior as 'Manu', he 
nodded and said, "Yes’. Meaning he 
was Manu's' son. The lady smiled and 
said, "So how is your father, my good 
friend V.P. Singh." Gavaskar had no 
way out but to say, "Fine." 

We don't know whether V.P. Singh 
docs have a son called 'Manu' and 
’ . hether he resembles Sunil Gavaskar 
in any way. But what we do know for 
sure is that V.P. Singh's 'Adanu' has 
scored a mere 10,122 Test runs less 
than the man who has the middle 
name of Manuhar. Sandwiched 
between Sunil and Gavaskar. But the 
amiable cricketing legend isn't 
complaining, just as long as someone 
doesn't refer to him as 'Dinesh'. 

Andy O'Brien 
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^CRICKt'" 


HE USES HIS WRISTS 
TO DO AWAY WITH THEM 


ITS THE SAME WITH HIM 




■ Mf 


mM 




TOGETHER THEY'RE PEREECTLY mCHED 


Azhar’s wnsty stroke play has always made bowlers wary 
of him And Kumble’s wnsty leg spinners have constantly baffled 
most of the top batsmen in the world. A perfect combination of 
talent and craftiness 

It IS such combinations that have set the highest standard 
lor Indian cricket. Wills, the official sponsor of the Indian cricket 
team, wishes them greater success 
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A Bf5A\D OWNED 
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iSTATufOWV WAMNINO 
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SEKW. THE 'NO JHAMJHAT’ ENGINE OIL. FROM INDIANOIL. 
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Like no other engine oil 
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LUBRICANIS AND GREASES FOS A L M O S t' A L L APPLICATIONS 
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RAO Centre at farioabad 
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STORY 


"I was not tired. 


A retired Kapil Dev 
talks exclusively 
to Robin Chatterjee 



I want you to go back 16 years 
from now and reminisce 
about your debut. Do you have 
memories or are things a little 
hazy for you to talk about? 

When you talk about things that 
happened in 1978, you do remember 
everything. But at that time you are so 
caught up in playing for the country 
that apart from what happens on the 
field nothing else really seems to 
matter. I don't think that whatever we 
did in the dressing room, or things that 
other people found funny, really 
appealed to us. 

To me these things were an utter 
waste of time. 1 used to make sure that 
my job was to play for the country. 

But funnily enough at that time my 
biggest aim—or challenge was to play 
well against the fast bowlers. It was a 
funny thing but no bowler in the 
Indian team was good enough to bat 
against other fast bowlers. Madan 
(Lai) got hit in Australia. Mohinder 
(Amarnath) was struggling to get 
runs. Australia's bowling attack was 
one of the best then, dominated as it 
was by Thommo and Lillee. So 
everybody told me that if you want to 
play well for the country, you have to 
play against the fast bowlers They 
told me to be cautious, "don't hook", 
"leave the outside ball alone". In 
Hindi, they told me 'Makkiiiyan ka 
Chart hai'. Cberroge tokatnc 
aayertije (The fast bowlers are like a 
beehive. If you mess with them, 
they'll sting you) 1 remember all these 
things. 

But I wanted to play differently: the 
way 1 always liked to play my cricket. 
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lost my passion." 


In 1979, more than my bowling (1 
bowled reasonably fast), I think my 
batting made an impact. The way I 
hooked Imran or Sarfraz. 1 don't think 
the people in our country had seen 
this kind of approach in an Indian 
cricketer. 1 feet that though today I am 
an authority on bowling, if I were 
asked to reminisce I can say that 1 
introduced 'power cricket' to India. I 
bowled bouncers. I was also not afraid 
to face bouncers. I used to 'hit' the ball. 

1 remember once Bishen (Bedi) sent 
me in as a nightwaichman. I don't 
know why he did that, because I 
thought he was quite an intelligent 
captain. I thought that sending me as a 
nightwatchman was a total was’.»' ! 
remember in Lahore, I batted for 12 
minutes and I got 22 runs I remember 
hittingMushtaq (Mohammed) fora 
six over cover. And Bedi fired me. 

That was the way 1 played and after 
that I never went in as 
nightwatchman. I guess I had arnved. 

I'm actually asking you to rewind 
your thoughts and go back to the 
first wicket that you took. After 
434 wickets I'm asking you to go 
back and remember wicket No. 1? 
1 was happy But more than that 1 was 
also nervous at that stage. But then as 
the series was over 1 became the main 
strike bolwei for the senes against 
England. England got 500 odd runs; 
they had lost 5 wickets and I claimed 
all five. So from then onwards 1 never 
looked back. Then there was the series 
against Pakistan (in India) and 
Australia. I got 32 and 28 wickets in 
five Tests each. 

But then the country started 
expecting so much from you at 
that stage. You were young, 
immature and you had aiso set 
very high standards for yourself. 
Were you aware, nervous of what 


was expeteted of you? I mean If 
you were a failure, you would 
have been finished. 

1 never ever thought of myself as a 
failure. I've been a very positive 
pers(»n throughout my life: to succeed 
in whatever I do 

But the fear of failure is always 
there. 

I didn't have any fear. Ncme 
whatsoever. 1 had my family to back 
me up. 1 could go back to my family. 
AM 1 needed was a free mind and that I 
had 

But to go back to your family and 
do what they were doing, you 
might have had to give up cricket? 

Whti's going to give up cricket? I was 
never going to give up cricket, .ever. 

If I were to ask you to evaluate 
yourself over a period of 17 
years... 

1 think 1 improved every time (inter¬ 
rupting). I improved in every sense: 
from talking, sitting. I'm basically a 
learner. So I learnt to do all the things 
that I do today I'm a natural learner. I 
always want to learn. 

Back to cricket. Do you remember 
the first time you earned your 
India cap. There is a story about 
you wearing the India sweater 
and Eknath Solkar ticking you 
off... 

Thi.s was before I made my debut for 
the country. I had played in East 
Africa. Tiger Pataudi, Vishwanath and 
Sunil (Gavaskar) were all there and I 
was the youngest around. On the 
tour, I managed to make an impact. 
One evening I was bowling and it was 
slighti y cold—the weather was 
beauti/ul throughout that tour—so I 
asked for a sweater and they gave me 


an India one which 1 wore without 
thinking too much. 1 was quite young 
then and Eknath Solkar came to me 
and said, "You cannot wear this 
sweater." When I asked why, he told 
that" in order to wear this you have to 
sweat for it. You have to play for the 
country and only then can you wear 
it". 

1 was a little taken aback by all this. I 
was raw and hadn't played for the 
country. I met him after a year when I 
had already taken 80 to 90 wickets 
and I went to him and asked him that 
"Can 1 wear this sweater now?" lie 
was very friendly then and he started 
laughing. I think that what he told me 
was correct. All senior cricketers 
should guide the youngsters and tell 
them what to do and what not to do. 
Solkar was doing his duty then...but 
with a good sense of humour. 

I wouldn't be wrong if I called you 
a "retired man". You enjoyed 
fame when you played the game, 
today when you feel that you 
can't play cricket—knowing how 
your life centred around it, do you 
feel a strange kind of emptiness? 
Only memories can keep you 
going now. 

It's too early for me to think back. Give 
me time and I think that as the days go 
by I'll be qualified enough to answer 
this question better. 1 don't know 
anything about leading a retired life 
because I've just about retired. It's too 
early I'm just very relaxed. 

It's too early for me to think and feel 
that this is my retired life. The only 
thing is that I'm a free person—there 
are no hard and fast rules that govern 
my day-to-day life. My disciplined life 
is over. I had total discipline and now 
it is very relaxing. I'm a free person 
today...a lot of my tensions have been 
released. It's over now. As I've said, I 
can have late nights. I can have 
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parties. I can have fun. I can do all 
those things. 

So you are going crazy... 

I am. I'm having a ball! I want to do all 
those things that I craved in my young 
days. But I want to keep myself fit 
before I do anything else. I like 
keeping fit. 

Are you surprised at the way time 
files? 

Good times always fly. I had a good 
time, so I won't say that I was totally 
surprised. Everything happened in 
the middle of my life—36 years is 
halfway. So far things have been very 
good, very enjoyable. And in the end, 
there have been no regrets as such if 
one chooses to look at things from that 
angle. 

So you had a gf>od time. But a 
majority of your good times came 
from playing cricket. Today if you 
look at yourself ...you might say to 
yourself that I was a star and 
that's why there were so many 
good times! 

You know, funnily enough in my 
heart of hearts I never considered 
myself to be a star. I always liked to 
live a very simple life. By simple life I 
mean 1 can have good fun. Where 
everything is good, good, good. But 
not to behave like you're sitting in a 
room... free, doing nothing and there 
are 10 people waiting for your 
autograph outside but you don't want 
to give it to them. Or you say to 
yourself that you can't. 

I never like to behave that way. But 
I never took myself seriously to be a 
star. Like yesterday (at the time of 
interview), I played squash in the club 
in the evening. Before I came home I 
saw that my car had a punaure. So I 
walked from the club to the house and 
I met so many people on the way. Just 
say 'Hi', smile and walk off. And these 
things don't bother me. My friend 
who was walking with me said, "How 
can you do that? " 1 just said, "Simple. 
Just walk with me and we'll reach 
home". These are small things. But it 
all depends on how you want to 
interpret it. 

But don't you stop to think how 


important you were to the people 
of the country? 

No. I'm not important. I'm just one of 
those people who lives in this country 
who has a little bit more talent than 
anyone else and I've succeeded 
because of it. But just because I've 
succeeded, doesn't mean that I own 
the country. I don't believe that. 

I would like to live the way other 
people live. If 1 have to go in the 
morning to get eggs I will not think 
twice. I mean my wife and servants 
will not let me go, but that's 
immaterial. But if there is no one 
there, I will not think twice to go and 
get that. I like to do these types of 
things. I like tt' be my own person. 

Let's talk about all the hard work 
that you have put in. Do you think 
that your efforts have been worth 
it. Or do you think that you could 
have done a whole lot more? 

Well, everyone wants to do a lot more 
than they have already done in life. 
But that doesn't mean that you can 
necessarily do it. I was never a satisfied 
person as long as 1 was playing. But 
when 1 came back to the dressing 
room after the day's play, 1 told myself 
to be satisfied and I managed. But on 
the field I was never satisfied even if I 
was bowling the first over, the last 
over, or batting at 100.1 always 
wanted more. That's how it was with 
me. 

But if you hadn't quit—^you only 
surpassed Hadlee by three 
wickets. Wouldn't you have liked 
to carry on ? 

What's the difference 1 feel that 1 
went at the right time and that's it. 
What people say does not make a 
difference. I felt it and so I made up my 
mind. 1 would have worked a little 
more harder and played another two, 
three years. I wanted to play the game 
as long as I loved it. When the passion 
of the game starts going down, it's the 
right lime to say 'bye'. 

So you were getting tired of 
cricket? 

Not tired. I lost passion. 

It's the same thing. 


Not in my diaionary. Passion is love. 

So you were not tired. Just not 
loving It anymore? 

I felt that 1 didn't want to get up in the 
morning and go through the same 
routine. And there were no challenges 
left. After the world record what other 
challenges can one have? 

Like say, for Instance, overcome 
your injuries and prove your 
critics wrong. 

1 don't have to prove myself to 
anybody. I only want to prove things 
to myself. People said that I won't 
even take 400 wickets. A lot of 
cricketers said that. Forget about 400, 

I broke the record also. But it's gone, 
over, finished. 

But maybe the effort from 400 to 
432 washed you out? 

Listen, you don't achieve anything in 
life easy. Yes, 1 had to work hard and I 
enjoyed it. Yes, every wicket was 
difficult. And as I got to the record it 
got even more difficult. But it's 
obvious. You get nervous, the whole 
country is waiting for you to do it. All 
this can make a difference. 

Vour cricket was always 
explosive. But the way you left 
was not in keeping with the 
standards you set. It was 
lukewarm, low-key, emotionless. 
You had become part of the lives 
of 900 million people. They 
worshipped you. Can you explain 
your retirement? 

Nothing. I guess I liked to do it that 
way. It was my decision and I wanted 
to do it this way. What is the point of 
making a big 'hoo -hah' about 
everything. You were there to do a 
job, you've done it, now get on with it. 
Why should I make a big tamasha 
about my retirement. 

About your retirement. Did you 
retire because you felt it difficult 
to perform or was It like the Allan 
Border syndrome. Did you 
succumb to the pressure. You 
were ipjured and you were made 
to undergo intensive fitness tests. 
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I never fell any pressure. But yes, you 
do get hurt when certain people want 
to treat you in a negative manner. I 
mean nobody knows how fit one can 
be. And it is the honesty of the playti 
that plays an important role in this 
case. And if you can't judge a person 
who has been playiirg for 17 years 
then you feel bad. You think that 
there is something wrong with them. 
If I had been dishonest, then neither 
can Ali Irani make me fit nor can Ajit 
Wadekar. If I'm fit. I'm fit. 

If you go by fitness tests, then 90 per 
cent of the Indian team is not 
physically fit according to the physio 
as a result of intensive tests carried out 
in India. The only exceptions were 
Vivek Razdan and Kapil Dev. So are 
you saying that 1 was pressurised into 
announcing my retirement. 

Yfs! 

Nobody pressurised me. When I made 
my announcement. Gundappa 
Vishwanath was physically present. I 
said thanks to theSelection 


Committee. They were nice to me and 
said that, “whenever you want to pick 
a date to retire and for whichever 
match, we are with you.” So that was 
a very sporting gesture from the 
chairman of the Selection Committee. 
What more can anyone ask for? They 
asked me to pick the date. I had 
already made up my mmd to make my 
announcement in Calcutta. It didn't 
happen so it's okay. You can't crib and, 
cry about that. One shouldn't. I didn't. 
I don't want to. 

But since you said that you were 
given ^e choice of choosing a 
venue in order to retire then why 
not Calcutta? 

Because of my injury, I didn't get a 
chance to retire in Calcutta. So it really 
didn't matter where I retired. I’d do it 
anywhere. It didn't matter whether I 
did it in Delhi or in Chandigarh. 

But you know how much the 
people care for you in Calcutta? 

What difference does it make. Why 


not do it in Delhi? 

Because it did not have as much of 
an impact as it would have had in 
Calcutta... 

I don't want to make an impaa. If 1 
can't do it on the field then I can do it 
anywhere, it doesn't bother me. 

But why did you want to retire in 
Calcutta in the first place? 

Because I love the people there. I love 
the ground. 

And you also know that the 
people there have a soft spot for 
you. 

Yes. 

Then you could have Just 
announced your retirement 
when you came here In the role of 
commentator? 

I did it in Delhi. At that stage I saw no 
difference. 

'There comes a time In a 
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sportsmen's career (before he 
retires) that people are saying 
'when' rather than 'why'. Did you 
feei that this was happening to 
you? 

I don't know this when and what. 
yaar. 

When people say why is he 
struggling? Most people feel that 
you should have retired after 4:^ 

1 think that at the end of the day, it's 
the sportman's duly to try and make 
up his mind. If I would not have got 
injured, then it would have been all 
right to play that last match in 
Calcutta? 

Okay. 

So what difference does it make if 1 
could not play in Calcutta and 
announced my retirement in Delhi? 

You see, people have this idea of 
you being super human. 

Especially considering your 
fitness record over your 17 year 


career. They feel that an injury is 
nothing to Kapil Dev. He can 
overcome it with ease. You could 
have recovered from your injury 
and announced your availability. 
Yes I know. But I had planned to play 
only up to that point. And 1 was going 
to retire come what may. It was my 
plan And I'm happy If I'm personally 
disappointed then one can question 
my choice. But I'm happy in the sen.se 
that 1 played my cricket very clean. 
And 1 left cricket very clean. 1 didn't 
have a single red maik in my 
cricketing career or in my life. I took 
my cricket seriously I'm one of those 
cricketers who played for 17 years, 
without any complaints. We've all 
had trouble with the Board, trouble 
with the Press, and even trouble with 
colleagues. But at the end of the 
day It's all forgotten II you're staying 
in a big family, then there are bound 
to be some problems. But it should not 
affect your life. 

If the Board had banned us lor a 
year, that would have affected our 


lives. But that would have affected 
Indian cricket too. But there were 
good times and everything went on. 

Tell me what went through your 
mind the day after you 
announced your retirement. I'd 
find it difficult to believe if you 
said you felt normal. 

Things hadn't registered till then. But 
right now, you only feel it when you 
have a lot of free time in your hands. 
But thankfully, I dtin't have much of 
free time. I don't have time to think 
that "vaar. I've just retired from 
cricket. What am I going to do." I need 
tune to think 

Maybe towards the end of your 
career you probably gave cricket 
less importance. You 
concentrated on a whole lot of 
other things. 

Yes. I think you're absolutely right. I 
definitely did that because at the end 
of the day I have to shape out my own 
career—nobody is going lo help me 
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but myself. Therefore, I have to do 
what is best for me. 

1 did spend the last 4- 5 years 
concentrating on my business and 
various other aaivities, because I 
don't want to struggle now that I have 
retired. A lot of cricketers have this 
problem. 1 wouldn't like to see that. 
People like me, Gavaskar, Vengsarkar, 
Ravi Shastri have played more than 
70-80 Test matches. Why should 
cricketers like us struggle? And the 
only way we don't struggle is if we do 
our homework properly. You play the 
game and after that you are a relaxed 
person. 

Does that mean that your cricket 
was affected over the last 3-4 
years. You were not fair to 
yourself. 

If it was affected then let it be affected 
yaar. To me at the end of the day 1 still 
produced the results. At the end of the 
day. I'm happy to achieve in cricket 
something which not a single fast 
bowler lias achieved in this country. 
Not even a single spinner has done 
that. .So why should 1 deprive myself 
of something wfitch can only be good 
forme.. My new career. 

Coming to fast bowler.s , we've 
suddenly got a whole new bunch 
of them bursting through. But all 
these years they were there but 
not playing. Do you think that 
Kapil Dev was responsible for 
this. 1 mean stopping their 
chances simply with your 
presence. Srinath for instance has 
undergone a total change after 
your retirement. 

That's very good. I'm happy for him. I 
think Srinath has changed at the right 
age. But he has to put in a lot of effort. 
If you play a little too early in life, it 
can be damaging for a fast bowler. 
Srinath got into the team early and goi 
his experience. 

However, I wouldn't say that he 
hasn't played. He has played over 
70-80 one day matches over the last 
3-4 years of his debut. He's already got 
100 wickets in one-dayers. I think 
that's damn good. But I would also 
like to see him bowl better in the Tests. 



1 think that Srinath is one of the best 
bowlers that I've seeiiiover the last 15 
years. But as I said earlier all these 
young cricketers have got to lead a 
disciplined life. 

Disciplined towards the game. 

Maybe the years of waiting to play 
in Tests frustrated Srinath. 

Why, why, why should he feel 
frustrated? 

Because he was dying to perform, 
but not getting the opportunity? 

Then perform. Don't get frustrated. If 
you re saying that he felt frustrated I 


don't know. But if he feels frustrated, 
then 1 blame him. He should know 
that he's a good bowler and so he has 
to perform, if he wants to play. 

1 remember when I started playing 
Ranji Trophy in 1976-77,|MadanLaI 
and Mohinder Amarnath all told me 
that if you want to play then why 
don't you change zones. You won't be 
able to perform here and that means 
you can't play for the country. My 
answer was very simple. I said that if 1 
can't beat the others here, then 1 can't 
play for the country. So I feel that if 
Srinath has been affected then it's sad. 
But if only the press thinks this way. 
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then it's no problem to me. Srinath 
has to believe that he has to win 
matches for the country. 

But ironically, on the flip side. If It 
wasn't for you, then people like 
Srinath, Prasad and others would 
not have aspired to be fast 
bowlers in ^e first place! 

Nobody inspired me. 

But you were a torch-bearer of 
sorts. 

I didn't have anybody to emulate. If 
somebody had to come, they had to 
come. I'm not going to take credit 
unnecessarily, though 1 feel that a lot 
more youngsters should aspire to be 
fast bowlers. However, right now, 
Srinath has the talent and he can do 
much better. 

Obviously things have improved 
now in Indian cricket. It's not the 
same as when you went as a 
youngster to Bombay to attend a 
camp where you actually 
organised a strike for 
Insufficient amount of food. Do 
you remember that? 

It wasn't really a strike. You see, they 
were not really giving us sufficient 
food. So we said that if you don't give 
us good food, then how on earth do 
you expea us to play. We were 
aaually getting food from outside and 
paying for it from our own pockets. 
Then they got a little scared of what 
the press was writing about them. 

They were aaually giving us buffet 
lunch on the field. 'Controlled' buffet 
lunch is aaually the right word. You 
just had to eat enough and not more, 
because there were a whole lot of guys 
who had to eat as well. 

Can we talk about your 
post-retirement plans. You must 
have had a lot of things In mind, 
but doing commentary on TV was 
ceruinly not one of them... 

No. But it is a job which I think is 
pretty easy to do. A person who has 
played cricket for 10 years or more can 
find this job to be quite easy. 
Commentary is not really a 100 per 
tent job. It is something that T'm doing 
10 


in my free time: when I want to do 
something for cricket. I can do all this 
through commentary. 

As I said before, I want to make 
people aware of cricket as a game in 
our country. They must have total 
awareness. Sure, they love the game 
and have a lot of passion for it, but 
they don't know the rules and 
regulations that govern it. I would like 
to educate as many people as I can in 
this regard. 

You had, in our chat before the 
interview, mentioned that you 
wantM to be an honest 
commentator. You wanted to call 
a spade a spade. 

1 will just comment on what I see. If 
something is wrong, then one should 
criticise (positively) and if one is 
pleased with something, then the 
praise must be genuine. I would like to 


be honest...yes. 

I personally feel that we have to 
look after Indian cricket to the best of 
our abilities and give a fair view of 
what we see. I don't like to be biased 
and 1 hope that I can say the same 
thing for Ravi Shastri and Srikkanth. 
So far they have been very straight 
with their views and have not tried to 
hide anything. 

What about criticising cricketing 
officials and venues etc? 

Yes, we have criticised them also. Like 
in Vizag, 1 found that the ground was 
in a terrible condition and not in 
keeping with international standards. 
When you are competing and millions 
of people are watching you, it is the 
duty of the Board and the state body to 
put up the best possible facilities. 
Facilities, like proper net praaice etc., 
should be better than the existing 
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standards. People come to see the 
game and they must be happy with 
the conditions. The money that is 
being pumped into the game should 
be channelised in the right direction. 
This will only provide better results in 
the end. 

A sensitive question. Ball 
tampering: this involves bowlers 
who have retired from the game 
and who have recently come out 
with sensational revelations 
about the issue. Imran did it, 
Sarfraz did it too. And recently 
Willie Watson revealed all in his 
autobiography. Even Michael 
Holding has said something. That 
every bowler has tampered, at 
one time or the other. What about 
Kapil Dev. Did he ever tamper 
with the ball? 

1 think that all the people who have 



done it have revealed details 
regarding the issue. I have not done it, 
so I have got nothing to say about it. I 
think that it was too late for me to start 
doing something or even thinking 
about it as 1 had reached the end of my 
career. 

Secondly, 1 didn't have to do all 
these things as I have achieved 
everything straight. However, 1 do 
agree that ball tampering is wrong. It is 
unfair cricket. 

So how come some bowlers reveal 
all this after they retire? 

I don't know, ask them. I've retired 
and I'm clean. I've never done it. I 
never needed to do it. It is wrong if you 
use your nails or a bottle top. 
However, you can keep the shine on 
one side of the ball which is perfectly 
all right under the laws. 


Can yon swing the old ball? 

1 can. The only thing is that you have 
to protect the ball. You have to kee[) 
one side shining all the time. To do 
that you have to put in a lot of hard 
work. Yes, I can do that. I did it 
throughout my career. 

One more sensitive question... 

Not for me. For you maybe. 

What is your equation with Ajit 
Wadekar? 

1 think that the Press always likes to 
have fun as far as we are concerned. I 
think that it's all a question of 
misinterpretation. Like if Isay , 
something to young Ajay Jadeja, he 
won't mind. But if I say the same thing 
to some third person, the press can 
misinterpret it. 

What are you getting at? 

I have no problems with Wadekar. 

The only thing is that he has his t)wn 
way of doing things, that's perfectly all 
right, as the manager should do it 
anyway in the interest of the game. 
But if I say something in good humour 
and the press misquotes me knowing 
very well that I'm joking, then it's sad. 
1 did say in Chandigarh that 
Wadekar's heart afld my knees are not 
in the best condition, so we both have 


to work hard in this respect. But the 
press misquoted me. The allegation 
was baseless. He does his job to the 
best of his abilities. 

But yes, as a former player lean 
openly say that there should not be 
such an age difference between a 
cricket manager and the players in the 
team. I'm not in favour of that and 
neither was I supportive of it during 
my playing days. It is not only difficult 
to communicate, but also to practise 
with them. The ideal manager is 
someone who has quit cricket 5 to 7 
years ago, like say someone like Sunil 
Gavaskar. He is the ideal manager as 
opposed to someone who's age 
difference between himself and the 
players is at least 30 years, which is 
more than the age of most players. 

Things have changed. The need of 
the hour is young managers, people 
who can engage in every kind of 
activity with the boys because they 
have to stay day in and day out with 
them. But when there is too much of 
an age difference, you find that cenain 
things reach the managers in a 
different manner or he interprets 
them differently due to his age 
difference. 

Did you have a problem with 
Wadekar which led to your 
retirement? 

No, not really. 1 didn't have to do 
much communication with him. But I 
could feel that some of the young boys 
used to feel the same way about the 
age difference. They were not shy,, 
they were just overawed by the age 
difference. 

If a man like Wadekar has to run 
nets for four hours in a row for five 
days, then he should be doing it all the 
time rather than a third person doing 
it. Even when he s giving catches. 
Now I'm not saying that he can't do it, 
but I used to find that the age 
difference was difficult to relate to. 
The ideal manager is one who has 
retired over the last 5-7 years. Like 
Gavaskar, Amarnath, Gaekwad, 
Brijesh Patel... 

And Kapil Dtev? 

It is too early. I don't even want to 
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suggest my name. I'm not qualified in 
that sense to be a manager. 

Sunil Gavaskar once said that to 
be a cricket manager he would be 
answerable only to the President 
of India. Who would you be 
answerable to? 

How does my name come into this. 

I'm not in the business of answering 
suppositions. It's like saying that if 1 
was the Prime Minister, I'd do this and 
that. But I'm not, so why do I need to 
answer that. I'm just saying that these 
people should become managers. I 
don't want to know what they will do. 
I'm not asking that. They are qualified 
candidates as opposed to someone 
who has retired in the 70's. Wadekar 
has definitely missed out on a lot of 
cricket. 

So basically you're not in favour of 
Wadekar being manager? 

No, I'm not saying that. All I'm saying 
is that someone who has played 
cricket that early is less qualified than 


someone who played cricket in this 
day and age. This also applies to 
someone like Abbas Ali Baig who 
went to Australia in 1992. It's not just 
Wadekar. And I hope that the press is 
not going to make an issue out of that. 
1 even found that the age difference 
existed between Abbas and the boys 
in Australia. Cricket has changed a lot 
since their time. Similarly if someone 
asks Gavaskar, Madan Lai or Gaekwad 
and others to become manager after 
15 years, then it will be wrong. 

I feel that ex-players should be ready 
to takcjjp the post within 5-6 years. 
They are then young enough and can 
work that much harder with the boys 

I don't think that Wadekar was 
too happy with the remark that 
you made in Chandigarh... 

Who cares if anybody is happy or not. 
If you want to say something in good 
humour you say it. He's played 
cricket. I've played cricket and it was 
all said in fun. Even I wasn't happy 
when he made me change my dress in 


Bombay. I was wearing the team 
blazer that night before leaving for 
South Africa. It was around midnight. 
He told me that 'well, we are not 
wearing blazers. We arc wearing a suit 
tonight. So you have to wear a suit'. 

So 1 went back to my room and got 
into a suit. And when 1 came down, 
the entire Indian team were in blazersi 
So he played a practical joke on me 
and that's fair enough. 1 took it 
sportingly even when the entire press 
in the country wrote saying that 
'when everybody wore blazers, one 
senior cricketer wore a suit. He should 
have adhered to the code of condua' 
But 1 took it quite sportingly. 

Similarly, I don't think that Ajit is 
angry with me. I mean we both 
laughed together in the function 
when I made that remark. 1 even went 
to his wife and said, I hope your 
husband lives till he's 100 years old. 
And I'm sorry if 1 have hurt you more 
than anybody else.' 1 even asked her 
to explain it to Ajit. The problem was 
that 1 had been misquoted. I didn't 
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have any problem in apologising. 1 
have no ego. 



You also made an interesting > 
remark in Bhubaneshwar saying 
that you retired because it 'was 
God's desire'. Funny thing for you 
to say... 

Well, the only thing that I've prayed to 
God for is to keep me fit. I wanted to be 
fit as long as I was playing. I had hoped 
that I didn't have to play anymore the 
day I lost my fitness. I had prayed for 
this over the last 10 years. So I think 
that my injury was God's way of 
telling me that it was the right time to 
go, 1 like to be a fit man...always. I 
mean, you know that you're talented, 
so you will perform. But what can you 
do il you're injured? 

So what is Kapil Dev going to do 
from here? Can you paint out 
your life for me from here 
onwards? 

I can't. I wouldn't like to. I just like to 
take life as it comes. If you try to plan 
too much and it doesn't work out, 
then you can be disappointed. There 
are so many options to choose from 
after retiring. I'm going to try and 
choose the best one for myself. 

Tell me of one thing that you 
regret having happened to you in 
your cricketing career? 

Not qualifying for the 1987 Reliance 
Worid Cup final in India. 1 wanted the 
team to qualify but we couldn't. 
Another instance was when we lost to 
Pakistan at home. 

You don't regret being dropped 
for the only Test in your career in 
Calcutta? 

No, it all happens in the game and you 
have to take it in your stride. 

So you're happy now? 

Naturally, because at the end of the 
day you've accomplished everything. 
Regret is only when you don't get 
your tea or a good meal. If I regret now 
it means that whatever I've done for 
the last 17 years has been wasted. 

So life goes on... 

Yes, it has to...always. # 
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"It does not mean that my life will 
change. I won't stop doing other 
things. People will be happy for 
some time and that's it. Life will go 
on. It's just a matter of achieving 
something." 
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When I think 
back, all my 
memories of 
my mother are 
of her doing 
chores around 
the house. I 
cannot 
remember a 
time when she 
was sitting 
doing nothing. 
She was 
mortally afraid 
of my father, 
but a very 
strong woman 
emotionally 
and physically 
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L ooking back at m life, I have come 
to the conclusion that our beginnings 
never know our ends. For me it all 
started in Chandigarh, a small town 
nestling in the foothills of the Himalayas. I wjts 
born on a cold winter morning. My mother, 
who is a simple woman, could not read the 
time but she knew it was early in the morning. 
The date, 6th January 1959, was thankfully 
recorded because a cousin of mine was born 
on the same day, around the same time and 
with the same name! I grew up among six 
other brothers and sisters, all older than me 
except one sister, who was a year younger. 

My mother never fails to regale me with 
tales of my naughty behaviour. She claims she 
never managed to control me then and my 
wife claims she cannot control me now! But 1 
do admit that right from the very beginning, 1 
found it hard to sit still, I was very curious and 
it was my ambition to travel the world and 
drive a Mercedes Benz! God has been kmd to 
me and both my wishes have been fulfilled. 
But at that time, twenty five years ago, these 
dreams seemed like castles in the air. 

I spent my childhood, like all the other 
children aiound me, trying to bunk school 
and save up enough money to go to a new 
movie or have a plate of chicken chowmein 
with my friends. If we were very broke or ' 
bored, we would amuse ourselves by breaking 
the fruit off our neighbour's trees. 

I remember one particular lady who lived 
down the road from us who had a beautiful 
garden which she took great pride in. In it, she 
had papaya and pomegranate trees. I now 
sympathise with her completely, but then, 
most of our time was spent planning how to 
get into her garden and pick the fruit off the 
trees. In faa, one day, we had climbed over 
the wall and were perched up on the tree 
when the lady walked out with some guests. 
She was entertaining them for tea right under 
the papaya tree! There were two of us on the 
tree and two others on the road on the other 
side of the wall. The two fortunates who had 
been outside ran away but my friend and 1 had 
to sit still for nearly two hours till the tea party 
ended. That was the day 1 discovered the rash 
that papaya sap can cause! I had a hard time 
explaining it to my mother. 

But I got even the next day when our 
neighbour went to Delhi for a couple of days. 
She had 92 pomegranates on the tree in her 
garden. She counted them every day because 
she knew we were up to mischief. As soon as 
her back was turned, we took down all 92, ate 
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whatever we could and distributed the rest. I 
remember the walloping I got from my 
mother when she was told about it on the 
neighbour's return. Now, that very lady, with 
great pride and affeaion, tells anyone who 
cares to listen how I had broken 92 
pomegranates from her garden and left the 
peels behind! 

The other really naughty thing I remember 
doing is riding the police horses that were left 
in the huge open green areas to graze. Me and 
a few of my friends would go there regularly 
and try to ride them. They were huge police 
horses, not used to clumsy children 
scrambling on to them but despite 
innumerable falls and many a fright, I learnt 
to ride and control a horse. In faa, even te day, 
I am quite comfortable on a horse without a 
saddle as that was the way 1 had taught myself 
to ride! Once we had learnt to master the 
horse (there was one I became particularly 
attached to), we became more courageous 
and ventured out of the fenced area with the 
horses. Nobody would have noticed except 
for the faa that I bit off more than I or any of 
my friends could chew. I decided to take the 
horse home and house him in our back 
garden, which was about seven hundred 
square feet in size. The horse could probably 
have been tethered there, but I hadn't 
anticipated the struggle I would have getting 
the animal through the tiny five and a half 
foot by two foot doorway! We were caught 
within minutes of our arrival. The horse, of 
course, was duly returned and the hiding I 
received from my father didn't allow me to 
venture near the grazing fields again!. 

I was never very academically inclined and 
always preferred to spend my time playing 
games and at athletics I could use up my 
energy. I went to a small local school that had 
few CTicketing facilities. The games they 
offered at that time were basketball, football, 
table-tennis and hockey, probably because all 
they required was a ball, a couple of sticks and 
a net. I was fairly good at all games and 
exceptionally good in athletics but dreamed of 
becoming a footballer. 1 worked hard at that 
game and was seleaed to play in my school 
matches. Fortunately, all my friends were into 
cricket and they convinced me into changing 
my game. That is a decision that I will always 
be grateful to them for as they unconsciously 
introduced me to the game I was made for. 

Slowly, almost imperceptibly, I switched 
from one game to the other and began to 
spend a lot of my time on the cricket field. 
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BOOK EXTRACT 


There were 
experts who 
knew all about 
the game but 
did not 

understand the 
very 

basics—that 
what a young 
man requires 
above all is 
food, fresh air 
and loads of 
encouragement 


Naturally, 1 played in a number of 
inter-school tournaments and came to be 
noticed as "a promising lad" in the local press 
But it was all merely fun to start with. 1 could 
never have imagined where cricket would 
lead me and certainly I had no plans then of 
becoming a protessionai at all. 

But 1 do remember that I could belt the ball 
really hard even when I was very young. My 
friends were happy to have me on their side 
when we played make-believe Test matches 
between India and Pakistan. Curiously, one of 
my first heroes in cricket was a 
Pakistani—Majid Khan, I had heard what a 
stylish batsman he was. I had seen his pictures 
in the magazines and admired the graceful 
manner in which he stood at the crease. I 
imagined 1 was Majid when 1 gave the ball 
a whack in the park. 

Like any growing boy—1 was 15 at that 
time—1 had my own share of dreams and 
aspirations, I wanted to make it big, at least in 
the local circuit and so began playing more 
and more. And, once I got into cricket 
seriously, naturally all other activities took a 
back seat. I worked at it like I have never 
worked at any thing in my life. I would return 
from school at two in the afternoon and 
quickly gobble up the lunch my mother had 
prepared for me. Then I would sleep for 
exactly twenty minutes and leave the house 
at two forty five, to be at the stadium at three. 
It was a fifteen-minute walk from where 1 
lived. 

This was my routine day after day, year 
after year. Very often, when I was very tired, 
especially in summer, when the temperature 
would hit 45 degrees Celsius, I would 
suddenly wake up to find 1 had only five 
minutes to reach the stadium. Then, I would 
run down the two kilometers, my gear trailing 
behind me. My coach, Mr D.P. Azad, was 
convinced 1 was no good. He wanted me out 
because he doubted my sincerity to the game 
and thought I looked the kind who would 
fritter away my chances. In fact, he would 
always comment to others that he was 
convinced I could never build up a stamina 
because he just felt it in his bones that I 
smoked and drank. My good friend, Ashok 
Malhotra also came in for this very special 
treatment. 

I think, no, actually I am convinced that it 
was our looks that went against us. We were 
both not the best lookers. Fortunately, we 
improved a bit with age, but I still have a 
problem with my teeth and Ashok cannot get 


the hair on the back of his head to sit. Even as 
children, the barber would always pretend to 
either be very busy when he saw Ashok or 
behave as if he were just closing up to go 
somewhere really urgently. The reason was 
that Ashok's hair was so think and coarse and 
would always be standing at right angles to his 
head, so the barber would spend three times 
the amount of time on one haircut and had 
broken his pair of scissors on two occasions. 

So the poor chap was forced to have a haircut 
outside Chandigarh where the barbers were 
unsuspecting! 

Going back to cricket. Azad Saab finally 
realised that I had potential and decided to 
take up the matter with my parents. My 
father. Ram Lai Nikhanj, was a small 
businessman dealing in timber who had 
migrated with the family from Pakistan 
during the Partition and did not have a clue 
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about the game. My brothers were interested 
especially the one just older to me who played 
till the university level. However, my father, 
though quite oblivious to the nuances of the 
game, grasped the situation immediately and 
told my coach that the technique of course 
would have to be taught to me by him, but my 
diet would be given top priority at home. 

The very next morning, he brought home 
two buffaloes and parked them in the 
backyard. I am sure my mother, who was 
already grossly overworked looking after 
seven growing children, was not ecstatic at 
this new development but she went about her 
business of milking them, churning the 
butter, and setting the yoghun and so on and 
so forth without a murmur. 

When 1 think back, all my memories of my 
mother are of her doing chores around the 
house. 1 cannot remember a time when she 



was sitting doing nothing. She was mortally 
afraid of my father, but a very strong woman 
emotionally and physically. Till today, she 
does not take a rebuff lying down nor can she 
see an injustic done to her, her family, her 
friends, her neighbours, the people in the 
next block. She may not be educated, but she 
has instilled very sound values in all her 
children and is responsible for what all of us 
are today. She has a tongue sharper than 
anyone I know and believes in calling a spade 
a spade and occasionally even an axe, but the 
family was her religion and she moved 
heaven and earth to see that they stayed 
together and secure after the sudden death of 
my father when I was barely into my teens. 

When my father was alive, we were always 
comfortable though there was never money 
to throw around. I believe my older brothers 
and sisters saw a few hard times just 
post-Partition, we are fortunate enough to 
have come later when things had begun to 
look up. My eldest brother must have been in 
his early twenties when my father passed 
away and the entire responsibility of looking 
after the family fell on his shoulders—a 
responsibility that he fulfills with great love to 
date. He never let my cricket suffer and 
encouraged me all the way. Now, the entire 
attitude to sports in general has changed. 

In those days, parents felt, and rightly so, 
that there was not much of a career in sport. 
Children were discouraged from playing 
games and pushed academically. Everyone 
wanted their son to be a doaor, lawyer or 
engineer. In fact, I remember when we would 
go to play matches, boys from our group 
would lie to their parents saying they were 
having extra classes to explain the delay in 
getting home. And if any one of them 
performed extraordinarily well, they would 
give a false name to the reporter covering the 
game so that their parents would not read 
their names in the papers the following day. 

In those circumstances, even just moral 
backing was as good as aaively participating 
in your child's progress. 

We were all really encouraged by a 
gentleman who is still very closely associated 
with us—^Sushil Kapoor. He himself was 
much older, employed in a bank and knew 
that he was over the hill, age,wise, for cricket. 
But he spent his entire month's earnings and 
all his time (we are most grateful to his wife for 
tolerating this) on us players. He would 
organise matches for us, then he would ferry 
us to different places even if they were two 



There are some 
lessons that I 
would like to 
pass to 
youngsters 
who are 
entering the 
game. I cannot 
overemphasise 
two points: 
first it is only 
determination 
and skill and 
second, a 
curiosity and 
willingness to 
learn that can 
bring out the 
best in you. So 
do not be in a 
hurry. Be 
prepared to put 
in a great deal 
of hard work 


hundred kilometers away. And after the 
match, he spent all his money feeding us. 1 am 
sure the feeding and ferrying proved far 
tougher than the organising of matches; 
feeding, because all of us had hefty appetites 
and literally ate the poor fellow out of house 
and home! 

Even though we would eat at roadside 
places (dhabas), to foot bills lor seventy and 
eighty parat/ia.sat a time for just four boys 
must have been infuriating. The ferrying was 
even more difficult because Sushil was the 
proud owner of a i wo-wheeler scooter. Now, 
how does one transport lour growing lanky 
boys plus oneself on a"vehicle designed lor 
two people? He would squeeze two of us on 
the back seat and drive doven about a mile 
while the remaining two would Jog behind. 
Then, after a mile, he would drop the first two 
tiff and drive back to letch the previous two 
who would have covered some distance in the 
meanwhile. They would be jiut on the scooter 
and dnven again > We were 
doing it because we were motivated and saw 
in it a future for ourselves. He did it simply for 
the love of it. 

By this lime, I had started playing in real 
earnest and I received my first big 
disappointment. In the selection lor the 
Haryana Ranii Trophy team, seven of my 
colleagues were taken lor trials. I was the only 
one left out. I simply could not understand 
why this had happened because at that time 1 
felt 1 was as gotid as any of the others. Looking 
back, I am glad that success did not come easy 
to me because I strongly feel that a great deal 
of cricketing potential is diluted and even lost • 
if early successes arc allowed to go to your 
head. 

Strangely, disappointments have always 
presented themselves as a challenge, if only to 
disprove my detractors, as it were. In later life, 
when 1 got into big time cricket, these "shafts 
and arrows" always egged me on. It is a 
strange quality perhaps but 1 have refused to 
go under and it is this quirk in my personality 
that has brought out the best in me. 

With seven of my colleagues having gone 
into big-lcague cricket, I was made the 
c aptain of the school team and took to playing 
cricket with a vengeance. When my 
colleagues came back, f sent two of them to 
hospital in the first match we played! My 
bowling had improved by then through ct 
determined practice but I was selected for the I 
state team and this brought me in touch with 5, 
the other Ranji Trophy players in 1976. | 



Ona of hit droamt wot to 
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At this point. I want to tell you a story about 
when 1 was graduating into big time cricket. 1 
was seleaed for various coaching camps, 
including one by our former Test cricketer, 
Hemu Adhikari. It was the first crisis point of 
my life. The whole family had gathered 
together and were deciding whether I should 
go lo Bombay to attend the Board coaching 
camp for Under-19 cricketers. I was 15 then 
and when you are 15, you can hardly exert 
your individuality nor decide for yourself 
what course of action to take. 

The meeting was, however, not over 
whether I should go to Bombay or not. There 
was no way such an honour would be denied 
to me by iny parents. The debate was over 
how much money 1 snould carry for my 
pocket expenses on this trip. 1 wished lo take 
at least a thousand rupees but my father blew 
up. He said that excessive money was bound 
to spoil kids and that he would not give me so 
much to spend. Personally, I felt that if I had a 
reasonable amount it would boost my 
confidence. My father undoubtedly had a 
point about the destruaive power of money 
in a young man's hand. It was getting near the 
hour when 1 had to leave home to catch the 
night train to Delhi but my father seemed 
determined not to give in. He retired to his 
bedroom and the crisis remained unresolved. 

I was fighting to hold back my tears as the big 
chance seemed to be slipping away. My entire 
childhood had revolved around cricket and 
just when some recognition was coming my 
way, a problem had cropped up. 

My elder brother, Romesh, came to my 
rescue. He put his foot down saying I had to go 
to Bombay, come what may. He assured me 
that he would himself drive me to New Delhi 
if it became too late to catch the train and that 
he would pay for my air ticket to Bombay. The 
arguments still raged on and finally my 
mother was convinced. But the head of the 
family had gone to bed and who would have 
the temerity to wake him and tell him? I am 
glad my mother worked up the courage to do 
so. 

Fortunately for me, the relative quiet of the 
bedroom had calmed his nerves and he 
readily agreed. He came out of his bedroom to 
send me off and pressed a thousand rupees 
into my hand. I had a little secret to keep from 
him. Romesh had slipped some money to me 
too and I was fairly loaded with the stuff when 
I took the train that night. It was actually more 
than a journey. As far as 1 was concerned, it 
was the beginning of a great adventure. 
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At one of these camps m Bombay, an 
madent occurred which I can never forget 
We used to tram very hard but at the end of all 
the work, they would give us very little food 
Bemg a north Indian and a good eater, I found 
the food—just two chappaties —msufficiem I 
kept quiet for two days but on the third, 1 
asked "for more" Mr Tarapore, who was in 
charge of the coaching camp and was a 
member of the Cncket Board was amazed at 
my tementy But I stuck my ground and 
orgamsed "a stnke" We refused to eat unless 
our diet was improved Sensing that the 
situauon was getting out of control and that I , 
was the leader of the civil disobedience 
campaign, Mr Tarapore called me to the camp 
headquarters 

"What are you doing at this camp'^' he 
barked at me 

"I am a fast bowler and training to improve 
myself," I replied 

"How can that be’ We have never 
produced a fast bowler " he shot back 

I must admit that his reply left me stunned 
How could an expert like Mr Tarapore 
discourage me like that’ In a sense I took it as 
a challenge to disprove what he had said and 
began to work even harder at my game 

If this IS one side of the story of my 
formative years, there is the other too, which I 
have already mentioned about the buffaloes 
m our backyard It may be a small incident but 
It is one I shall never forge) because in life it is 
often the small things that remain embedded 
m one's memory My parents who knew 
nothing of the game, knew that their son 
needed strength, stamina and support if he 
was to continue in the long distance race Yet 
there were experts who knew all about the 
game but did not understand the very 
basics—that what a young man requires 
above all is food fresh air and loads of 
encouragement 

The first big break came at the beginning of 
the 1978 season when I got a call from Vijay 
Mehra and another from "Shajf (Ram 
Prakash Mehra) asking me whether I would 
tour East Africa with the Cricket Club of India 
team I was delighted The only problem was 
that I did not possess a passport It took only a 
couple of days then to acquire a passport and I 
was indeed thnlled by the feeling that I was 
going abroad to play cricket And when Vijay 
Mehra told me the top names that would be 
making the tnp to East Africa under the 
managership of Raj Singh, my joy knew no 
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bounds 

It was a great adventure being In East Africa 
with all the stars of Indian cncket To be able 
to play with them in the same team was one of 
the great expenences of my early career My 
teammates used to pull my leg and rag me 
every day They used to say that all I could talk 
about was cncket They were absolutely right 
I was too thrilled to be playing m such 
company to be able to think of anything else I 
also realised that the seniors would not help 
anyone unless they were approached 

For instance, if you wanted to discuss a 
point about your cncket with Pataudi you 
had to go up to him catch his attention and 
get him to analyse the problem It was the 
same with Viswanath (Vtshy) and, in fact, any 
senior cricketer I learnt to get over my natural 
shyness and go up to my seniors and ask them 
whether 1 was doing allright or whether I had 
to change anything in my game in order to 
improve 

One day, 1 slipped into a borrowed sweater, 
I did not know the protocol Only those who 
had represented the country could wear the 
offiaal India sweater Eknath Solkar (Eki) 
pomted It out and I hurriedly took it off before 
going on to the field "It is not so easy to wear 
this, brother," Eki had said 1 deaded then 
that I would earn the right to wear that 
sweater one day Soon enough, I was weanng 
one by nght and m a Test in Bombay 1 walked 
up to Eki and asked, "Can I wear it now, Eki’" 
He laughed his guts out 

I should add here that although a natural 
talent is a great asset, it is never enough talent 
has to be chiselled to perfection, the rough 
edges smoothened out Having come from 
Chandigarh where nobody had ever played a 
Test match oi even got into Duleep Trophy, I 
felt the need for a coach much more than our 
Bombay players who are exposed to the game 
at all levels and learn how to play 
international cncket early in life 

My coach, Rajmder Pal, taught me the first 
ropes He explained the guidelines to me and 
thereafter left it to me to figure them out and 
improve my game I was fonunate to be 
playing a good deal These days, speaally in 
the West, a coach goes along with a player for 
a long time, pointing out mistakes, improvmg 
techmques and so on which may certainly be 
helpful though, in the fuial analysis, I strongly 
feel It all depends on the player himself 
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I have never been an advocate of this kind 
of continuous coaching because I believe that 
if you have the talent, if you get your basic 
guidelines cleared by a coach and are prepared 
to learn and work hard, you don't need a 
teacher all through your life. A famous 
German quotation says that a pupil repays his 
master poorly if he remains only a pupil! I 
agree with this entirely. 

Because of my early experiences and the 
"knocks" I received, there are some lessons I 
learnt that I would like to pass on to 
youngsters who are entering the game. 1 
cannot overemphasise two points: first, it is 
only determination and skill and second, a 
curiousity and willingness to learn that can 
bring out the best in you. So do not be in a 
hurry. Be prepared to put in a great deal of 
hard work. And by hardwork I do not mean 
just perfeaing the in-swinger, the 
out-swinger, or the spin but in first getting 
yourself in perfea physical shape. This 
involves rounds and rounds of just running 
around the field doing exercises, taking SO to 
60 catches daily before you can even think of 
the other departments of the game. 

I must also add here that I consider myself a 
really first class fielder. Fielding, which I 
would describe as running fast, picking up 
cleanly and throwing back quickly and 
accurately into the wickets is my strongest 
point. How can this be done vrithout physical 
fitness? A coach helps because he knows what 
your individual body requires and how it can 
be correaed and improved. But a great dcai of 
learning takes place by your own efforts, your 
dedication and willingness. 

For instance, before I started playing Test 
matches I did not know what a perfect 
inswinger is. I went back to Rajinder Pal and 
asked him to teach me. He did. Thereafter, I 
praaised and practised till my bones ached. I 
also learned from watching the masters with 
the ball. There is an old saying that it is always 
the same ball but only someone else throws It 
better. If you have to learn to throw it better, 
you have to work hard. Learning is a slow 
process during which you adapt yourself to 
your own specific talents. So, do not be 
impatient and do not let ambition over-reach 
itself.9 
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DEV FEATURES 


THE OTHER HALF 


"What could have been more 
indicative of my personality than the 

way I met and married Romi. . 

Marriage added a certain stability to 
my life which has kept me going." 











































VOICES 


WHAT THEY SAY 

Tributes paid to Kapil on his retirement 


Dilip Vcngsarkar: "Kapil never shirked from his 
responsibilities and he was the only cricketer in my 
mind who had never missed a match due to fitness. It 
should be left to an individual to decide when to quit, 
and if Kapil found the motivation and fitness good 
enough to play, then he had every right to do so." 

Bapu Nadkarni: "Few people would now renrember 
how he performed in the last few matches Alter 17 
years of fitness, Kapil Dev had allowed an injury to side i 
track him. This could be termed as the Haryana 
all-rounder’s only blemish." 

Naren Tamhane: "It was a 'double pleasure' to know 
that such an all-rounder was in the team during my 
tenure as selector. There is no one in sight to fit Dev's 
shoes. ’ 


DavidHniford (West Indies manager): "Apart Iroin 
being one of the greatest that the game of cricket has 
produced, he is the fairest of the fair It is his persona! 
decision. Fans in my country will indeed be sad. He is 
also very popular there...." 

Md. Azharuddin: "It is the end of an era Indeed, 1 
consider myself lucky having played alongside him for 
a decade. What he's achieved is well known. But I hope 
Paa/j will devote some time towards coaching 
youngsters I mean, everyone can only profit from 
interacting with him. I'm one of those who has gained 
Like I've said I've been lucky " 

Raj Singh Dungarpur: "No one in Indian cricket history 
ever won a match by excelling in all three dejiartrrients 
of the game as Kapil had. Only Vinoo Mankad, the 
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Romi: "Well, I suppose he will now be more of a husband!...Kaps is happy with what he's achieved and I'm glad I've 
played some role right through his career." 




post-War giant, would have challenged Dev for the 
king's throne." 

Jagmohan Dalmiya (BCCI Secretary): "Kapil has been 
and will continue to be a national asset. A cricketer like 
Kapil is born once in a century, and the void created by 
his departure Irom international cricket will be very 
difficult to fill. He has been a constant source of 
inspiration for young cricketers in the country over the 
years, and I do hope he will still inspire budding players 
in his new role." 

Lala Amarnath: "Kapil had done a great job for the 
country and the records he had set up would not be 
easy to erase. It was unfortunate that Kapil wasUnfit at 
a time when India was getting ready for the World Cup 
in early 1996.1 consider Kapil still to be a force to 
reckon with in one-day cricket. 



Sunil Gavaskar: "It's a sad day for all of us. In fact, this 
Dewali has already lost its lustre with his 
announcement. Kapil was India's greatest cricketer 
who took Indian cricket to great heights. Hopefully, 
Kapil will continue to associate hintself with the game. 
The game stands to benefit a lot from his experience. I 
wish Romi, who has been a source of great 
encouragement to Kapil, all the best in life." 


Carl Hooper: "Kapil is not only a cricketer of rare class 
and calibre, but is fiercely competitive and never rude. 
He is always sporting on or off the field". 



Courtney Walsh: "It is very sad. He is a great cricketer 
and a friend. Always cool and so sure of himself. A 
perfect gentleman who never believed in sledging". 


Pankaj Roy: "He is still better than the contemporary 
bowlers. Instead of the selectors axing him it is better 
that Kapil has retired. He is a great warrior and 
all-rounder in the truest sense. 

G.jR. Vishwanath: "Kapil Dev's retirement from first 
class cricket is a great loss to the game. It is really sad." 

K. Srikkanth ‘‘A great loss to Indian cricket. He was 
such a great player, a great team man. 

Bishen Bedi: "All good things must come to an end 
sometime. Now that Kapil has hung up his boots, it is 
the moral obligation of the nation to salute the greatest 
all-rounder ever produced by India." 

Polly Vmrigar: "The most gifted cricketer in the past 
three decades. His figures prove it. 

Arun Lai who was Kapil’s first captain at the 
competitive level: "1 salute him. We vyill never be able 
to produce another cricketer of his stature. Surely one 
century cannot produce two Kapil Devs". • 
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FAME 

"I can't pinpoint it 
to any specific 
reason. Perhaps i 
am more accessible 
to the people" 
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Clockwise from lop left; 

Kapil Dev and Sunil Gavaskar. 
Wiitioui doubt India's moat 
popular spartiag suporataia. Vat 
the madia and too public made it 
team that thair rolaiionsbip was 
an antagonisitc ana. Cavaakar 


in tho drossing room la KapR aftar. 
ha toidi bis dOOlh wicdiat In 
Australia 

19M.GavaidUHr wmt tbs capWfti 
whan Ka^l was dropi^ jramlbo 
Cafeuns THtagpUnat upland, ft 
was the only limaKaplI was 
drappsd ftoffl a Taut nmtU. 

Crickat lavan dtfdaa Gardaas 


unHtl«ftws*«aNMitai|ik.ftop. ''■ 
ritMbudr^ 


(Mf-dwortekatliafldiiatwa .. 
'groats'atara aoasdfal 
% fslatiansiitp aada om a llat a a bsal ft 


















CAREER GRAPH OF 
KAPIL DEV NIKHANJ 


Bom on January 6, 19S9 

Test debut - vs Pakistan, Faisalabad, October 16,1978 
First One-day International - vs Pakistan, Quetta, October 1,1978 
La$t Test match-vs New Zealand, Hamilton, 19-23March, 1994 
Last One^day match ■ vs West Indies , Faridabad, October 17,1994 


IN TEST CRICKET 


Tests 

Inns 

No 


Runs 

Avge 

Hs 

100 

SO 

Zero 

Ct 

131 

184 

15 


5248 

31.05 

163 

8 

27 

16 

64 

BaHs 

Mdns 


Runs 


Wickets 

Avge 

BB 

low in 8 Test 

5W men inns 

27740 

1057 


12867 


434 

29.64 

9/83 

2 

23 


1 to 5,248 runs 


1st run: 

First Test, first innings 


VS 

Pakistan, Faisalabad, 

1978 

1000 runs; 

2Sth Test, 34th Innings 


vs 

Pakistan, Eden Gardens, 

79-80 

2,000 runs; 

49th Test, 70th innings 


vs 

West Indies, Kingston, 

1983 

3,000 runs; 

73rd Test, 139th Innings 


vs 

Australia, Melbourne, 

1985-86 

4,000 runs: 

97th Test, 138th innings 


vs 

West Indies, Bridgetown, 

1989 

5,000 runs: 

122nd Test, 176th innings 


vs 

England, Madras, 

1993 

5248 runs: 

131st Test, 184th innings 


vs 

New Zealand, Hamilton, 

1994 


1 to 434 wickets 


1st wicket: 
25th wicket: 
50th wicket: 
75thwick«: 
100th wicket: 
12Sth wicket: 
150th wicket: 
175th wicket; 
200^1 wicket: 
22Stb wicket: 
250tfa wicket; 
275th widcet: 
300th wicket: 
325th wicket: 
350th wicket: 
375th wicket; 
400th wicket; 
425^ wicket: 
431st wicket; 
432nd wkket: 
433rd wicket: 

. 434th wicket: 


Sadiq Mohammed (Pakistan) - ct Gavaskar, Faisalabad, 1978 
Mike Brearley (En(^d) • ct Bharat Reddy, Edgbaston, 1979 
Bruce Yardley (Australia) - Ibw, Kanpur, 1979 
WosimBari (Pakistan) - bowleg Delhi, 1979 
TasllmArtf (Pakistan) -ct ChetanChauhon, Eden Gardens, 1979-80 
Brace Edgar (Newlicaland) - ct Kirmani, Auckland, 1981 
Chris Tavore (Bi^nd) - ct Vishwenath, Lord's, 1982 
Mudassar Nazar (Pakistan) - a Kirmani, Faisalabad, 1983 
Andy Roberts (West In^es) - bowled. Port of Spain, 1983 
Gus Logie (West hidles) • ct and bowled, Delhi, 1983 
Allan Iamb (England) • ct Shastri, Bombay, 1984-85 
Cr^g McDermott ^Australia > - Ibw, Adelaide, 1985 
RutMtdi Ratnayake (Sri Lanka) • bowled, Cunack, 1986-87 
Trevor Franldin (New Zealand) - ctMore, Bombay, 1988 
JavedMiandad (Pakistan) - a Azbaraddln. Karachi, 1989 
Graethe Librooy (Sii La:^) - bowled. Chandigarh, 1990 
Mark,Xiidor (Aiamtlia) -Ibw, PerGi, 1991-92 
MutaUthaion (Sri Lanka) • bowled, Cctfombo, 19$3 
DonAnuttslrl (Sri Lanka)-cfAidiaraddin, Bangalore, 1994 
Ha^n TlBekerakne (&rl Lanka) - ct Manjrekar, Ahmedabad 1994 
BlairHartlaml (NewZealand) ■> ctR^jesh Cbauhan, Hamilton, t994 
Adam Fannn * ctMpngii^ Hamilton, 1994 


suromafv; Catchet-233; Ua-^/s, 108; hit wickets 3-434. 



iSzIw'TMt Amal Silva of Sil Lanka at Kandy in 1985 in Ws Tlst Teat, ecUpaed Blshen Singh Bedi's timhm. ncozd 
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Sillte»«¥SGMe8: AS ASOVm 


SfrtW 

QplWIWM 

B«8s 


flaw 

..t . 

SVIORfH 

AHfgt 


m» ■ 


i97« 

PakitUB 

702 

11 

426 

• ^ 7'.'. 

;6e.89 

3/133 

■ 9 


7«*t9 

West Indies 

934 

27 

561 

■ it’, 

1 IlliOO 


.. 0- "■ 

, ■ rO 'v '■ 

1979 

England 

1043 

49 

4i9i 

16 

30.93 

511146' 

0 ■ 

■, •• .v 

1979 

Ausualta 

1339 

53 

625 

. '28 ■' 

20.30 

5/74 

0 

■ 2- . 

79-80 

Pakistan 

1271 

53 

566 

■ • 

17.68 

7/56 

J 

' 3 ' 

1980 

En^and 

222 

10 

85 

. 3 

■ ^ 28.33 '■ ' 

'.iS/Si:'- ' 

0 

■ 0. • 

1981 

Australia 

725 

26 

335 

14 

23.78 


0 

2 ■' 

1981 

New Zealand 

636 

27 

255 

■ 8 ■■ 

31.87 

’■4/34/'. 

0 . 

8 . 

81-82 

England 

1463 

40 

835 

n 

37.95 

'■.'/O 

■, 0. • 


1982 

England 

798 

21 

439 

10 

43.90 

5/125 

0 

■ l’ - - - ' : 

1982 

Sri Lanka 

284 

5 

207 

$ 

2547 

smi) 

,-d ‘ 

.'vj 

82-83 

Pakistan 

1232 

22 

831 

24 

34.62 

ms 

'.,.•8'^ ; 


1983 

West Indies 

923 

32 

424 

17 

24:94 

-4/45' ' 

O' 

'■’• ® ^ 





In West Indies 





1983 

Pakistan 

546 

23 

225 

12 

18.75 

sm 

.0 


1983 

West Indies 

1123 

43 

537 

29 

18.51 

9/83 







In India 



. 



1984 

Pakistan 

209 

4 

126 

1 

126.00 

1/104 . 

0 


84-85 

England 

971 

33 

436 

10 

43.60 

4/81 

0 

0 5 

1985 

Sri Lanka 

776 

30 

372- 

11 

33.81 

3/74 

0 

' ■ 0 .’/£ 

85-86 

AustraUa 

708 

31 

276 

12 

23.00 

8/106 

0 

* I- - 

'' li' . . “.It. - 

1986 

England 

770 

36, 

306 

10 

30.60 

4/52 

0 


1986 

Australia 

270 

12 

124 

0 

• 


, . 


86-87 

Sri Lanka 

528 

22 

231 

9 

2S;66 

4/69. 

0 

,0 

1987 

Pakistan 

972 

37 

430 

11 

39.09 

3/45 

'd ■ 


87-88 

West Indies 

678 

35 

309 

8 

3842 

''.3/41. ‘ ‘ 

0 

- '0'. ' '' " 

1988 

New Zealand 

534 

22 

232 

10 

23.20 

3/21 

0 

, :.0'' 

1989 

West Indies 

881 

31 

385 

18 

21.50 

6/84 

'■ '0,.' 

'2,.' ' 

1989 

Pakistan 

1012 

50 

378 

12 

31:50 

4/69 

0 


1990 

New Zealand 

617 

18 

305 

5 

61.<H> 

3/89 

0 


1990 

England 

768 

23 

445 

7* 

63.57 

2/66 

0 


1990 

Sri Lanka 

226 

16 

50 

5 

10.00 

4/36 ■'■ 

0 

'4, .T- 

91-92 

Australia 

1704 

73 

645 

23 

25.80 

, 5/97 

0 

■a,.’.':- 

1992 

Zimbabwe 

324 

17 

93 

3' 

31.00 

2/22 

0 

' .0 •, ■ .'■:v 

92-93 

South Africa 

990 

46 

299 

8 

37.37 

3/43 

0 

0 

1993 

England 

308 

IS 

133 

7 

19.00 

3/35 

0 

. ' '-,0 

1993 

Zimbabwe 

102 

5 

41 

1 

41.00 

1/41 

0 

. , 4: . -V • 

1993 

Sri Lanka 

559 

39 

159 , 

5 

31.80 

. 2/34 

.:0' 

' :,0. 

1994 

Sri Lanka 

340 

14 

176 

7 - 

25.4 

3/73 

0 

-'■O''- ■„ 

1994 

New Zealand 

150 

4 

72 

2 

36.00 

1/29 

0 

0 ’ , ■ '■ . 



27740 

1057 

12867 

434 

29.64 

9/83 

"2,' 





AeMllSTiACM€OUII!m 


Opponent 

•T 

Balls 

Runs 

WMwts 

Avgp 

F^stan 

29 

5944 

2982 

99 

30.12 

West Indies 

25 

4639 

2216 

89 

24.89 

England 

27 

6343 

3174 

85 

37.34 

Australia 

20 

4746 

2003 

79 

25.55 

SilLaidca 

14 

.2715 

1195 - 

45 : , 

26.33 

New Zealand 

10 

1957 

864 

25 

34.56 

South Africa 

4 

9%) 

299 

■ 

3747 

Zimb^we 

2 

' 426 

134 

4 

33^, 

■ ■ , 

131 

27740 

l2iS7 




D0l> o w r >liitt Si/Bi 'i^Wejtliulin, k4i:y:st>2iuiir^g^!» 
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lowiciCcrsmAiisT 


No. 


Wioket-Ruh 

OpppnwKt 

Test 

Venue 

Serb* ' 

1. 11—146 

2. 10—135 

RVE OR MORE IN AN MNINGS 

No. WickM-fiun Opponent 

Pidebtan 
Wen Indies 

Test 

Fifth 

Third 

innings 

Madras 

Ahmedabad 

Venue 

1979-80 

1983—84 

Seriei 

1. 

5—146 

England 

Fl»t 

First 

Birmingham 

1979 

2. 

5—82 

Australia 

Fourth 

First 

Delhi 

1979 

3. 

5—74 

Australia 

Fifth 

First 

Calcutta 

1979 

4. 

5—58 

Piddstan 

Second 

First 

Delhi 

1979—80 

5. 

6— 63 

Pakistan 

Fourth 

First 

Kanpur 

1979—80 

6. 

7—56 

Pakbtan 

Fifth 

Second 

Madras 

1979—80 

7. 

5—97 

Australia 

Hm 

First 

Sydney 

1980—81 

8. 

5—28 

Australia 

Wiird 

Second 

Melbourne 

1980—81 

9. 

5—70 

England 

First 

Second 

Bombay 

1981—82 

10. 

6— 91 

England 

Fourth 

First 

Calcutta 

1981—82 

11. 

5—125 

England 

First 

First 

Lord's 

1982 

12. 

5—110 

Sri Lanka 

Only Test 

Second 

Madras 

1982 

13. 

5—102 

Pakistan 

Second 

First 

Karachi 

1982—83 

14. 

7—220 

Pakbtan 

Third 

First 

Faisalabad 

1982—83 

15. 

8—85 

Pakbtan 

Fifth 

First 

Lahore 

1982—83 

16. 

5—68 

Pakistan 

First 

First 

Bangalore 

1983 

17. 

6—77 

West Indies 

Second 

First 

Delhi 

1983 

18. 

9—83 

West Indies 

Third 

Second 

Ahmedabad 

1983 

19. 

8-"106 

Australia 

First 

First 

Adelaide 

1985—86 

20. 

5—58 

West Indies 

Third 

Second 

Pon of Spain 

1989 

21. 

6—84 

West Indies 

Pounh 

First 

Kingston 

1989 

22. 

5—97 

Australia 

Second 

First 

Melbourne 

1991—92 

23, 

5—130 

Australia 

First 

Second 

Adelaide 

1991—92 

2S OR MORE WICKETS IN A SERIES 




32 : 

Vs. 

Pakistan, 

6 Tests, 

79-80 


29 : 

Vs. 

West Indies, 

6 Tests, 

1983 


28 ; 

Vs. 

Australia, 

6 Tests, 

1979 


25 : 

Vs. 

Austrafia, 

5 Tests, 

91-92 



1978-^ 19M 


Oaobcrie, 1978: 
January 27,1979: 

July 13,1979 : 
January 1980: 
January 31,1980 ; 


February 3,1980 : 

February 23,1983 : 
June 18,1983 ; 

June 25,1985 ; 

November 18,1983 : 

June 10,1986 : 
September 22,1986 : 
December 22,1986: 

January?, 1987: 

July30,1990 ; 

Jafluary4,1991 : 

'’il . 


Made his debut in Test cricket against Pakistan at Faisalabad. 

Scored his first Test century (126 9- in 124 balls, 11 x4,1 x6) against the West Indies at Ferozeshah 
Kotla. 

Took five wickets in an innings (S/146) for the first time (against England at Edgbaston). 

Captured 10 wickets hi a Test match (11/146) for the first time (against Pakistan at Madras). 

Became the youngest (at the age of 21 years and 25 days) bowler to take 100 Test wickets by taking 
the scalp of Tastim Arif of Pakistan. He also achieved the feat in the quickest time (one year and 105 
days). 

became die youngest cricketer to adiieve the 'double' (1000 runs and 100 wickets) in Test cricket by 
readdng iOOOruns against Pakistan at the Eden Gardens. 

Made hb debut as the Indian captain against the West Indies at Jamaica, 

Played hbbest Innings of 175 not out (16X4,6x6) in the one-day internationals against Zimbabwe iti 
the third Prudential Wodd Cup. 

Ledtfae liu&an dde to vlctoiy In the tWrd Prudential World Cup cridtet tournament, beating West 
Indies by 43 runs in the final at Lord's. 

Performed hb best bowteg (9/83) toTest cricket (vs West Indies the second Innings of the 
Test at Afainera|tad>, 

Won tbetint Test at the Indian eaptehi against England in the fim.of the three Test series at Lords. 
Captafoedrite fodtan sidein foel^toricai second Tied Test vs Australia at Chepauk, Madras, 
Madeltisfa^«nTibtacoie(163inl63 minutes, 165 balls, 19x4,1x6) inSriLanka at Green Park. 
Kanpur. coicipleted hb century in 74 balls, which was a record for Indbn batsmen hi Test cricket. 

Took hb 300rii Test wickett by capturing the wicket of Rumesh Ratnayake (vs Sri Lanka in the third 
Test at Cutia^> tie adiieved thb milestone as the youngest in Ten cri^et. 

Hit a worid rec^ of four consecutive sixes ofi the bowling of Eddie Hemmings vs England in the fiift 

Test of the threeTbttaecies. 

Performed hb oidy hat-trick in International cricket vs Sri Lanka in the final m»trh of the fourth Asit 
Ctq> one<4ay cricket tonmament at. the Eden Gardena. 







'■ju' 'e'At- . 












February 3,19W ; 
February 12,1993 ; 
July 27,1993 : 


August 5,1991: 
January 30,1994; 
Febnia^S, 1994: 

Match 27.1994: 

Octi^ 17.1994: 
NoyeiUbatX 1994; 


When Mark Taylor of Australia was tbw at Perth, KapQ reached me milestone oTcap^rlng 400test ' 
wickets. , ' " 

Completed $000 runs in Test cricket, becoming the only aiUrounder Jn tbe wchU to scare $000 runs 
and capture 400wickets in Test cricket. 

AppeaiedinthemostnuniberofTestinatche$lorbui]a>I26,eciipsing£unilGava^r'spievi6m ; 
record of 125 Test match appe«ances (vs Sri Lanka in the second Test of the three Test series at 
Sin^ialeese Sports Club ground, Colombo). 

Keached the 425th Test svicket by taking the wicket of Muraiithaian of Sri Lanka. . 

Euuidled Sir Richard Hadlee’s wi^d record of 43-1 widcetsin Bangalore. 

Became the highest w4cket^a|»r in Test Cdcket by capturing the vtidcui td^sltan TIhek«ritn4 ofSli 
Lanka. It was,his aSSnd wtdket, phe, more tbahRich^ Ha<fie4‘s.*3l . 


' Pleming of New. Zealand, this was his 2)S^oaeHiavec. 

Made his last appeannce in International cxkket vs Hie West In^esat FaSidabad. 
Retired (romlmematkiiial cricket. 
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BmulBr 




Kapd Dev (India) 

Rkhahf Hadlee itiX) 
lanBotham (^giand) 
k^lOQlm Marshal} (W.l.) 

(Pai^iW) ; . - 
rDenaialffiee (Anstn^) '' - 
Tlai>liy^(Sni^kDdK . / 

^1ke4We1SaaB«i«\V,. 
'jBpjghMdji , '■! 


T0«t> 


131 

.. aa- 

?',«i 
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'f <>: 

90 
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;';»4 ' 


TOP TEM VnClGEtTilim miiST Cl^ 


?T740., 
2191B 
3UM5 
m«4 
■ »94W-' 

. 'tWT 

2X11$' 


Runs 

WiekBts 

Avt 

a2M7 

434 

, 1^.44 

' 9611 

'■ ■■ 4U > 

' ^9:- ■ 

■ 

. ■ W •. 


-TBBS'- 

374 

. .’.2(t:97. ' 

teS8 

.343 
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^•kicud 

VttAJnHa 


^ewUmna 

SilLaidn 

Buni^deih 

Ziii^tbwe 

SoutbAfiiai 


Pansun 
West indies 


Australia 
New Zealand 
Sri Lanka 
Bangladesh 
Zimbabwe 
South Africa 


laUUI»rfACN€0lilifllV:JISAM1»^ 


flo 


AGAINSTCACH COUNIIIY: AS ABOWlBt 


Mdiu Rona WSckata 


HIGHEST INNINGS 

175* (16x4, SaSI'V-s Zimbabwe, Tunbridgewels, 5nlPnideBdalWoridthipcmJune IB, 1999. 

HALF CENTURIES (14) 

V.S Pakistan—59 
V.S Australians 
V.SEnglanrinO, 54, 51,64 
V.S New Zealand—75,50,54* 54* 72* 

V.S West Indie*—72,87,52 

BEST BOWLING 

5/49: V.S. Ausnalia, Nottingham, Sid Prudential World Cup, 

1989 

4 WICKETS IN A MATCH 

5/43; V.S Australia, on 13.6.1983 
4/30! V.S Austnriia, bn3l.l.l986 
4/31: y.S art Lanka, on 4,1.1991 

4/54; V.S WiaitIndies.on 14.12.I9>3 

HATTRICK . ! ‘ ■ 

4/31; V.S Sri Lanka, Asia Cuphnid, Bden OaMims oh 4X1991 • 

His victims we«; Sanat laysuriya. Kuinesh Kltnayafce& )Orae> 
meUbnwy 

M Inns No Runs Ava lilA ' W: 

275 384 39 11356 32.91 .193 . U . 


t' 'VC' •-V'Bi 


M Inns No Runs Aw 1(A ' W: BB CT 

275 384 39 . 11356 32.91 .193 . IS . .. 56 192 

Bails Runs Wnkat Am BA. W.W iW 

48853 22626 835'. .27.99 . '3 r. .';39 . 

Petfomuritoeih Oeodfaar Tkoidiy; Wffls Raoll ooc^^apeitAail tih6>day InwtiUdin^ not kactodedintbese 

iifuxes. \‘ 

C»MWLa5SYHAmf®RASADCHATrQpA4)H^^ . V > ' 
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THE ORIGINAL INDIAN KISAN 


,1 


He's the 
backbone of 
India's progress. 

The man who 

transformed farming 
into a 

thriving agricultural 
industry. 

The heart of 
modern India s 
growing economy. 
Recognised 
the world over 
as an emerging 
global power. 

With Gatt & Dunkel. 
Thanks to him. 

The man who 
wears a dhoti. 

T omorrow 

BARE NECESSITIES?' 






' '’L r'iy. 


THE ORIGINAL INDIAN JEAN 


AVAII^BLE AT THE PANTALOON S HOPPE S: • C G ROAD, NAVRANGPURA AHMEDABAO • WODEHOUSF. HOAD. COLABA BOMBAY 
• OPP ANDMERI (E) RLy'sTN BOMBAY • T'g. BARAKHAMBA ROAD • CENTRAL MARKt 1 I AJPAl NAGAR ■ KAROL BAGH ■ APSARA ARCADE. PUSA ROAD 
NEW DELHI • MODEL HOUSE, PUNJAGUTTA. HYDERABAD • MINERVA COMPLEX. SECUNDERABAD • THADARAM COMPLEX. ZONE-i M P NAGAR 
BHOPAL • SAHYADRI BLDG , M.Q ROAD. COCHIN • KALPANA SQUARE. BHUBANESHWAR • STERLING CENTRE. M Q ROAD. PUNE • HARIHAR CHOWK. 
RAJKOT • DHARAMPETH, NAOPUR • DEVRAJ URS ROAD MYSORE • 1/1 ASMUTOSH ChOUOHURY AVENUE. OPP ICE SKATING RINK, CALCUTTA • 
CASH 'N' CAWRY STOCK SEBVICING CENTRES FOH DEALERS : • NEW DELHI TEL 574024VB265 • BOMBAY; TEL 4(O7260/S»?6 




VARIETY 


A KAPIL' OF 
QUESTIONS 


Kapil Dav baiag prasaatad wnb a 
BMWinSmilhAfnca Tliiaisa 
car that ha atill drivaa aiaund in 


QUESTIONS 


l Whai IS 'Mithoo s 

1 . relationship with 
Kapil Dev'> 

2 What IS the name 
* of the bar at Hotel 
Kapil in Chandigarh'’ 

"5 Now that he has 

y , retired, which sport 
does Kapil play the most’’ 


4 In which New 
* Delhi residential 
colony does Kapil live? 

5 Where did Kapil 
. first meet his wife 
Roim? 

6 What make of car 

• does Kapil drive? 

7 What other sport 

, did Kapil Dev dream 
of excellmg in before 
changing to the game of 
cnckef’ 


8 How old was Kapil 
« Dev when he was 
made captam of the Indian 
cncket team for the first 
time? 


KAMAL JULKA 


j 



ANSWERS 


1. RishlspetlXTtermBn. 

X The Heady Sixet 

3 . SqtMsh. 

4. Sunder Naffu. 

5. Atthe«tvliia3inhi|[p(x)^ 
pfindfalnBmidMiy. 

4. BMW. 

7, 

i. 93. 

$* rmBoOma 

tX t)ae*pk^ofO<ttiAttthBKh3wMchtvw 
43 tiAiMildlGe« 

■r—..-1-. 


9 which cncketer 
.. promised to eat his 
cncket cap if Kapil broke 
Richard Halee's record ot 
431 Test wickets’’ 

1 r\ Kapil IS now 
\J .involvedin 
diverse business ventures 
But what was his original 
family business’’ 

I I Where were 
I .KapilandRoml 
when he proposed 
marriage to her’’ 

I 'y Which batsman, 
. accordmg to Kapil 
Dev, was the most difficult 
wicket he had taken’ 
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In August 


MRF 



l^€les to Vicio 



TYRES 


Tyrcf with Muscle 


.j\.clventure and excitement... 
the 1994 Popular Rally...three days of non-stop action... 
where Team MRF - India's greatest motoring talent, 
emerged triumphant once again. 

Battling nature and wild terrains, performing against all odds, 
conquering the toughest competition... 

MRF NYLOGRIP - the proven champion on rally terrains 
roared past the finish line in a blaze of glory, 
to add yet another conquest to its list of achievements. 


The tyres we race^ 



POPULAR RALLY 

In September 














1st Place 

Jagat Nanjappa 
& 

Anita Nanjappa 
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again 
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FIRST PER SON 


FRANKLY SPEAKING 


Some memorable quotes from KAPIL DEV 

ON his appointment as captain of the Indian cricket team in 1982 at the 
age of 23, he said that he felt this decision "...was not the right one... 
Captaincy is not a kind of musical chairs and good statistics do not 
necessarily make good captains." 



RASHBtHARI DA!> 


"My first impression of Romi was of this huge girl in what 1 called a 
tent, but she called a kaftan." 

"1 was utterly fascinated by a human being who could talk so much, eat 
so much and laugh so much." 

"We had what Romi calls, a community romance...All our courting was 
done in a group of eight people." 

"God gave me my outswinger but I had to learn the rest." 

"1 remember my mother asking me once in a fit of temper, why I could 
not get my name in the newspaper like the boy next 
door....(incidentally his name had been inserted for doing 
exceptionally well academically)". 

"I am also a human being who wants to be left alone with a few intimate 
friends..." 

"A journalist once took a Jibe at my ^Haryanvi accent'. Firstly, it isn't 
Haryanvi, it's Punjabi. Secondly, what is so surprising? I lived and 
studied in Chandigarh all my life, where would I pick up a British 
accent from ?" 

"I was born on a sixth (January), got engaged to Romi on a sixth and got 
married on a sixth. 1 also love to hit a six and completed my first century 
in Test cricket with a six...So I suppose it is a very lucky number for me." 

"The press has repeatedly written that I am a brash batsman who plays 
in a Haryanvi-style. What that means I don't know. Surely they don't 
expea me to play American-style?” 

"I would willingly sacrifice my record tomorrow if you can guarantee 
me that an Indian bowler would be the new record hoIder...then I can 
tell myself 1 have contributed to Indian cricket." 
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"Since it is cricket that has made me, it is to the furtherance of cricket in 
India that I would like to dedicate my retirement years." 
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Cartoonist GOPAL SARKAR now turns 
his eyes to the cricket field 













You dream of 
owning a colour 
television in the 
next 1 month. 


Should you save, borrow or fill in this coupon? 



Name 




AJsIress' 









Tcl- ((.Tft 1____ ... (Re:.) __: 

ELIOIBILITY : Income - Rs. 5000 +. Age - 21-35 years . ■ 

FEES : Entrance - Rs. 100. Annual Membership - Rs. 500. | 

Bceimic d i.(arillKildeU)e|or^Is^w, 1994 And you could | 
go shopping ior upio|Qm2Q|Wilh our money ** 

— ^ (**Rulcs dird Regulations available with the Bank) M 

St.iud.irJ C'h.irtcred B.ink, India BankC^ird Centre, Raheja Towers, 1st Floor, West Wing, 1 18 M.G Road, Bangalore 560 001 


,A C'lassic MasterCard or Visa Ocdit ('ard from 
Standard Chartered is the easiest way to get iipto 
Ks. 15,(XX)* lastant credit. And an initial 47 days of free 
credit, after which you pay just 10% of the total each month 
With a customised spending limit you need never 
fear of overspending At the 40,000 outlets that will 
accept your Card 

These are just a couple of the many features that 


make the Classic Card so es,scnttal to your peace of miivd 
and self confidence. Over 30,000 Cardholdei.> think so 
Getting your Card is as easy as filling in this coupon. 
Do it roday. It could make all the difference when 
you need ir most 


After all, the 
Classic Card is 
yixir Value C^rd. 


- I ll i- C ' 1.1 s i I k .If 


Standard# Chartered 


*Limti amount is |Ui>t mJiitiitvc You do not need a Stand.ird Chartered Bank Account ro get thi« C.)rd 
('urrenriy avaiiahte to residents oi Bangalore, Bomhay, Calcutta, Madras and New Delhi Valid in India and Nrpn) only 
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MAILBAG 


[ Adieu, 

I Shastri! 

I 

I A A years back, India 
f jLVJL produced a cricketer who 
was called, 'the strokeless 
wonder'. He could bat for ages 
and not score a run. In time, the 
player transformed himself into a 
run getting machine, someone 
who could be depended upon. 
Ravi Shastri, India's 'soul' 
provider during the Benson and 
Hedges Cup has now retired from 
first class cricket. 

Shastri has been one of the 
finest all-rounders India has ever 
produced. He had the capability 
to score fast and alternatively, to 
drop anchor when the team 
required a long innings. His leg 
glances and on drives were a treat 
to watch. As a spinner, he could 
weave a highly frustrating web 
j for any batsman. His height gave 
I him the advantage of flighting 
i the ball and to bowl flat. On 
I innumerable occasions, he has 
I proven to be the main 
I run-stopper for the Indian side. 

I Champion of champions, 

I adieu. Good luck I For a 

sportsman, the battle never ends. 
I GAURAVMATHUR, 

I Gwalior 


Lara Might Fail 

T he cover story on Brian Lara 
(Sportsworld, 2nd Nov., '94) 
came at a right juncture. His 
historic 501 not out and that 
record breaking 375 in Test 
cricket are the best in the 
cricketing world. However, there 
is a chance that he might fail on 
the Indian tour, because of the 
law of averages, sub-standard 
umpiring and lopsided crowd 
support. 

C.K.SUeRAMANIAM. 

Coimtiators. 

Briaa Lam MIHmea paiMaifled. 
can ha aMlMahi Iba BwaMataai bi MiaT 
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Times have 
changed^ 
ways have 
changed. 


Nowadays you cannot 
depend on future to take 
care of itself. You have 
to plan now for your future 
requirements. Requirements 
like: Children’s education and 
marriages, purchase of house, 
retirement and so on. 

Lie policy guarantees future 
financial security for you and 
your family. You can choose 
from a variety of Plans to meet 
your requirements. 


For more 
details 

contact your 
Lie agent. 


TODAY'S 
WAY OF 


J' \ 






-■.'r 


A 


FUQ BEARER OF 
FAMILY SECURITY 
IN INDIA 




A Trust you can trust your witii — 

0fe Jttsumnee Corporation of Jndia 





























PREVIEW 


OTHER EVENTS 


NOV 10 Dultvp 
Trophy-Fasi vs North, 
Calditta h West vs 
South, Madras/Botn- 
bay, IFA Shield, Calcutta 
DEC. 1: Duleep Trophy- 
hast vs North, Calcutta 
h West vs South, 
Madras/Borribay, IFA 
Shield, Calcutta 
ore 2- Duleep Trophy- 
F.ast vs North, Calcutta 
fr West vs South, 
Madras/Bombay, IFA 
Shield, Calcutta; World 
Senes Cup-F.ngland vs 
Ztmbabwe, Perth. 

Davis Cup world group 
final 

Dfc<.. 1 Duleep Trophy- 
East vs North, Calcutta 
tr West vs South, 
Madras/Bombay; IFA 
Shield, Calcutta; Davis 
Cup world group final. 
DFT 4. Dtileep Trophy- 


East vs North, Calcutta 
tr West vs South, 
Madras/Bombay, IFA 
Shield, Calcutta. Davis 
Cup world group final. 
World Scries Cup 
England vs Australia, 
Perth. 

DEC. 5: IFA Stiield, 
Calcutta 

Dtf (. IFA Shield, Cal¬ 
cutta, World Series Cu|)- 
England vs Australia, 
Sydney, Men's Grand 
Slam Cup lennis, 
Munich 

DEC. 7: IFA Shield Cal¬ 
cutta, Men's Grand 
Slam tennis, Munich 
Di e «, IFA Shield, Cal- 
ciiita, Woild Series (uip- 
Austraha, vs /imbal.- 
we, Hobart; ASA win¬ 
ter champ, Shefield, 


Watch the WWF Wrestling Mania only on Prime Sports 



Men's Grand Slain ten¬ 
nis, Munich. 

UK, *»• IFA Shield, Cal¬ 


cutta, ASA Winter 
champ, Sheffield, 

Men’s Grand Slam ten- 
111 ^ 



IFA Shield 


Die 10 Ran)i Trophy 
(one-day-Bihar vs Oris¬ 
sa, Bihat tr Assam vs Tri¬ 
pura, Aganala IFA 
Shield, Calcutta, 

Women's national loot- 
ball, Calcutta, Woild Ser¬ 
ies Ciip-England vs /im- 
babwe, Adelaide, ASA 
wintci champ, sliel- 
field. Men's Gtaiid 
Slam lennis, Muimh 
DEC. 11: Kanji Trophy 
(foiir-dav)-Bihar vs Oris¬ 
sa, Bihar 8 Assam vs Tri¬ 
pura, Agaitala. IFA 
Shield. Calcutta, 

Women's national loot- 
ball, Calcutta, ASA win¬ 
ter champ, Sheffield, 
World Senes Cup- 
Australia vs Zimbabwe, 
Adelaide, Men's Grand 
Slam tennis. Mumcli 


DEC. 12: Ranji Trophy 
(four-day)-Bihar vs Oris¬ 
sa, Bihar & Assam vs Tri¬ 
pura, Agartala, IFA 
Shield, Calcutta, 

Women's national foot¬ 
ball, Calcutta, Euro¬ 
pean cross country 
race, .Antwick, 

DEC. 13: Ranji Trophy 
(foui-day)-Bihar vs Oris¬ 
sa. Bihai fr Assam vs Tri¬ 
pura, Agaitala. IFA 
Shield, Calciitia; 



Grand Slam Cup? 


Women's national loot- 
ball, Calc utta. World Ser¬ 
ies Cup-Fngland vs 
Australia, Melbourne, 
European cross coun¬ 
try race, Antwick 





EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 

MKN'S WOKI.D ( UP HELD nt>t:KEV' This premier field 
hockey lournatnem sees learns from all over ihc planet 
competing for the uliiiriate accolade of world champions Very 
strong Indian and Pakistan teams will be leading the charge for 
Asia, with the formidable European trio of England, the 
Netherlands and Germany expected to push hard. Australia 
will also put out a strong squad. Join Prime Sports lor live 
coverage fioin Sydney of all the playoffs, semi-finals and finals 
from Oct. 30 at 9.30 pin. 

sor < i;h 

Wednesday 30 Futbol Mundial at 12 midnight and 6 am Best 
of Gulf Cup-Bahram vs Qatar at 10 pm and Ram, Saudi Arabia 
vs Kuwait at 1.30 pm 

Thursday 1 Best of Gulf Cup-Saudi Arabia vs Kuwait at 10 pm 
and 9.30 am; Oman vs UAE at 1 30 pm 
Friday 2 Best of Gulf Cup-Oman vs UAF at 10 pm and 7 30 
am Asian Football at 3 30 pm. 

Saturday 3 Asian Football Show at 2 30 am and European 
Soccer Show at I 30 pm. 

Sunday 4. European Soccer Show at 12 30 am 

Tuesday 6 Futbol Mundial at 3 pm 

Wednesday 7 Futbol Mundial at 8 am 

Thuisday 8.1 iitbol Mondial at 4 30 am 

Friday 9 Futbol Mondial at 6 am and Asian Football Show at 

3 30 pm 

Saturday 10 Asian Football Show at t 30 am and European 
Soccet Show at 2 30 pm 

Sunday I 1. l-uropcan Soccer Show at 12 30 am and 5 30 am 
Tuesday I 3 Futbol Miindtal at 5 pm 

wvs ‘ 



Tune in to Prime Sportt for the FIH men's hockey 

Hot KF3 


Friday 2 Wiestling Spollighi at 2 30 pm. 

Saluiday 3 Wrestling Spotlight at 1 30 am and Mama at 2 30 
pm 

Sunday 4 Wrestling Mania at 1 30 am 

Friday 9 Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm 

Saturday 10 Wiestling Spotlight at 2 30 am and Mania at 

3 30 pm. 

Sunday I I Wrestling Mama at 1.30 am 


Wednesday 30 FIH men s World hockey at 9.30 pm and 3.30 
pm. 

Thursday 1 ■ FIH men's world hockey at 9.30 pm and 3.30 pm. 
Fnday 2; FIH men's world hockey at 9.30 pm, 9.30 am, 12 
noon and 7 30 pm. 

Saturday 3. FIH men's world hockey at 7 45 am, 10 am and 
8.30 pm 

Monday 5. FIH men's world hockey final at 10 pm, 




f T'S noon in a 'typical' day of Kapil 
Dev's new 'retired' life. Kapil has 
.already spent two hours at his 
office in Delhi's Bengali Market, 
meeting people and answering 
telephone calls in the midst of sipping 
numerous cups of tea and clearing the 
papers his secretary has piled up on his 
desk. Now it’s time to drive to the Air 
Force golf course for a bet game 
against a friend. 

The game is no casual walk in the 
park: It is an intense battle played at a 
hectic pace and characterised by 
Kapil's fierce competitiveness. The 
game (and a light lunch) over, it's back 


to the office at 2.30. More phone calls, 
letters, visitors and clips of tea, then 
it's time to attend an official function 
—in this case to hand overa cheque to 
Sports Minister Mukul Wasnik for the 
benefit of Arjuna Awardees. 

It's six o'clock by the time the 
funaion is over; time to meet a friend 
for a workout at the gym, followed by 
a few sets of tennis and squash. At 
about 8.30, Kapil and his friend 
emerge from the Delhi Gymkhana 
only to find that Kapil's car has a flat 
tyre. Kapil suggests they walk home. 
The friend is surprised, but Kapil is 
serious. 


The four kilometre hike over, Kapil 
sprints up the stairs of his home and is 
met at his front door by his two 
dobermanns. One greets him with 
lavish licks across his sweaty face, 
while the other carries the master's 
sweaty T-shirt to the bedroom leaving 
it there to be washed. Returning to 
join in the welcome. Then there is a 
chat with his other pet—the parrot 
'Mithoo' who keeps mumbling 
'Mithoo', Mithoo' everytime she sees 
Kapil. 

Finally Kapil slumps into a chair 
sailing, “Chain, suru karo. 'What 
follows is the conversation that 

TAPAN DAi> 


Kdpil Dffv wh(tt s 
!hf; SHCTdt of his 


appears earlier in this issue (page 4 
onwards). Inspite of the pillar-to-post 
artivities of the day, Kapil's 
enthusiasm doesn't flinch. Each 
question is met with a hundred 
percent involvement and intensity. 
Each answer is carefully thought out 
and seriously considered. 

"Yet", says our Features Editor 
Robin Chatterjee who did the 
interview, "interviewing Kapil is a big 
problem. Not for any other reason 
but because the man is not allowed to 
give you a solid two minutes of 
uninterrupted conversation." Either 
the phone is ringing, or someone has 


come to meet him. In the middle of 
the conversation, Kapil excuses 
himself and takes off to please a few 
friends by test driving their new 
Mercedes Benz. Twenty minutes 
later, it's back to the interview. 

Somewhere in the midst of all this, 
wife Romi calls saying she's caught up ^ 
in some suburb of Delhi. Kapil 
enquires if all is O.K. and even offers 
to drive all the way to pick her up. 

Romi says she will manage and Kapil 
responds saying he'll be waiting for 
her at dinner. 

The interview continues, 
interrupted as usual by more cups of 
tea and phone calls from high ranking 
government officials, top military 
brass, representatives of advertising 
agencies and friends. 

It's late, but Kapil doesn't run out of 
steam. Rather, Chatterjee's 
dictaphone runs out of batteries. Kapil 
reassures him it's not a major 
problem. "Come back tomorrow at 
9.30 in the morning and we will carry 
on," he promises, without any hint of 
frustration or irritation in his voice. 

Tomorrow of course is another day. 
Another day of patience for 
Chattcijec. And just another day of 
activity for Kapil. 

Aushim Khetrapal of Radiant 
Sports management recalls one such 
day when Kapil participated in a 
strenuous all-day multi-event fund 
raising celebrity series, after a training 
session at a pre tour fitness camp this 
January. 

Recently, when Ajay Jadeja, 
perhaps India's fittest cricketer, saw 
the extent of Kapil's hamstring injury, 
he remarked. "I had a similar injury 
and had to hobble off the field after a 
single ball. Yet, paaji played the entire 
game." Incidentally, that was the 
Faridabad one dayer against the West 
Indies, which turned out to be his last 
appearance in international cricket. 

Yet, injury or no injury, a few days 
later Kapil indulged in three hours of 
squash. 

Which makes us wonder, Paaji, 
what the hell is the secret of your 
energy? • 

4ndy O'Brien 
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WGETHER THEY’RE PERFECTLY MATCHED 


Lion-hearted Kapil and flamboyant Kambli are a perfect 
natch of maturity and youth It is such combinations that have set 
ne highest standard for Indian cricket. 

Wills, the official sponsor of the Indian cricket team, wishes 
lem greater success. 
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Celebrity. A distinctive range in a blend of special polyester and 
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HAPPY HUNTING 

What went wrong with the West 
Indies? Or was Azhar's team just 
too good? 

20 

MUQADDAR KA SIKANDAR 

I Indian captain Azharuddin is a 
firm believer in fate and destiny. 
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A WOMAN OF SUBSTANCE 

Without Martina Navratilova, 
women's tennis will never fie 
quite the same again 
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ANALYSIS 


BREAKING 
THE COLOUR 
BARRIER 


BY RICA ROY 


Are West Indians of 
Indian origin like 
Chanderpaul and 
Dhanraj the victims 
of racial 
discrimination ? 

An investigation 



W EST INDIANS ol Indian 

origin, have always played 
for the national team. In 
the 1950s, Sonny Ramadhin played 
for the West Indies. He, along with Alf 
Valentine, was instrumental in giving 
West Indies their first series win 
against England in 1950. 

In 1978, an allrounder named, Shu 


Shivnarain Toured India undei Alvin 
Kallicharan and played a decisive role. 
He even held onto his wickei ai the 
Eden Gardens forcing the Test to end 
in a draw. 

But despite players of Indian origin 
playing for the West Indies, for a very 
long time, there have always been 
charges of racism. It is an unspoken 
fact that Indians in the West Indies do 
suffer from discrimination. But does 
that happen in the selection ot the 
West Indies cricket team? 

For example; there were charges in 
the past that the East Indian people in 
Guyana and Trinidad and Tobago 
were discriminated against when they 
tried to compete for slots on the 
national team. It came to such a pass 
that Viv Richards was booed by 
sections of the crowd in Bourda They 
were incensed that he had made a 
comment that the West Indians were 
the most successful sporting team of 

nASHBFHAHI DAS 


African descent m the world. By this, 
he was clearly ignoring the 
contributions to West Indian cricket 
by players of Indian origin 

Today, at present, there are two 
players of Indian origin in the West 
Indian team They are batsman 
Shivnarain Chanderpaul and leg 
spinner, Rapiidra Dhanraj. 

Shivnarain Chanderpaul who is a 
second generation Hindu has no idea 
ol India whatsoever The only thing 
he knows about India is that Sushmita 
Sen lives here He cannot sjicak Hindi 
at all. He became the youngest 
Guyanese to represent the West Indies 
when he made his debut against 
England this summer. It has been a 
long tune since a player of Indian 
origin has played for the national 
team. The last time that happened was 
when another Guyanese, Faoud 
Bacchus played in the '81-82 series in 
Australia. 

The other player of Indian origin, 
Rajindra Dhanraj is a fourth 
generation Indian in the West Indies. 
He is a Christian and simply has no 
idea of his mother country. This was 
the first time he was coming here after 
he was bom. He too cannot speak any 
Hindi. Dhanraj plays for Trinidad and 
became the highest wicket taker in the 
Red Stripe Cup competition, when he 
had a haul of 30 wickets. His 
performance in the leading domestic 
tournament was rewarded with a call 

Brian Lara mats hit hand on tha ahouldart 
of Raiindra Dhanraj. According to Dbonroj 
raciam no longor oxiatt in dietoam 






up for the Indian tour. 

When asked whether they suffered 
from any racism or any form ot 
discrimination, Chanderpaul is quick 
to cftunter, “1 don't know what has 
happened earlier but today, the only 
yardstick to get into fhe national side 
is performance." This could be true, 
because he was swiftly elevated into 
the national squad after a series of 
impressive national level 
performances. 

When Dhanraj was asked about the 
spectre of discrimination, he 
demurred by saying, "My captain 
Courtney Walsh and my teammates 
have been very helpful towards me 
This is my first overseas lour and they 
have been helping me with all their 
valuable experiences." 

But is Dhanraj scared about sticking 
his neck out’’ Because, at the nets at 
the Eden Gardens, Dhanraj and 
Clianderpaul were seen to be sitting 
away from the other West Indian 
players. Asked Dhanra) about this and 
again he dentes any such 
discrimination; "Asa team, we are 
very close knit. There is no reason to 
think that we ate not given a fairdeal." 

Rolian Kanliai is, arguably, the 
linest of all West Indian cricketers of 
east Indian ancestry, and now is the 
cricket manager of the current squad 
Hts lace is impassive when he say's. 
"Times have changed and so has the 
game of cricket It has become more 
commercialised and competitive 
With performance becoming the top 
jiriority, there is no place lor racism." 
This was as hank and straight an 
answer that one could get. 

And so, the question of whether 
discrimination is taking place in the 
West Indian team has not been 
answered. The players, Dhanraj and 
Chanderpaul, were expectedly tejo 
cautious to make any controversial 
statement and Kanhai was now an 
Ambassador for the West Indies, 
Admmistrative manager David 
Holford who played his cricket with 
Sir Gary Sobers has his own theory: 
"It is no easy task to make a team 
perform. It has to have total 
confidence and this can only be 
achieved by each individual being 


convinced of hts own ability to 
perform the role in the side. Cricket, 
after all, is an individual-team game." 
It was indeed ironic that prior to the 
first Test in Bombay, the West Indies 
management made a statement 
saying they were banking on the 
Dhanraj-Chanderpaul duo to hit back 
at the Indians. It is paradoxical that 


the mighty West Indies have to 
depend on two leg-spinners of Indian 
origin, to maintain the Caribbean 
record of not having lost a Test scries 
since 1979 

So 'performance' seems to be the 
new mantra and skin colour and race, 
thankfully has faded into the 
background. t)r so it seems.# 
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It works wonders with nature. The exquisite perfection of a 
snowflake, the pristine grandeur of the great Himalayan 
ranges and the delicate hues which colour the .snow as the light 
changes-these are some of the unforgettable experiences of 
winter which leave you spellbound 

You can add thrills and adventure to these, skiing on the 
slopes of Solang, Narkanda and Kufri, which also offer skiing 
courses for beginners. If you want to he more exclusive,you 
may join the jet-set for heli-skiing in the Solang Valiev 
You can celebrate Christmas and bring in the 








New Year with a warmth which becomes 
more congenial as the temperature drops 
Or you can simply enjov a retreat into 
nature's ■ silent, white and wonderful 
world 

Come to Himachal this winter Try while 
magic for a change You 'll find its charm 
irresistible. 
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WMkCHki, 

tMkxxte tjoa Itt xZ etrteoKe 


For further information contact or write to ; 

Director, Department of Tourism and Civli Aviation 

Himachal Pradesh, Shimla-171001. Tel: (0177) 203346,3517. Fax: 203346 

H.P.T.O.C. MarkeUng OffiCM : 

New DeN : Chanderlok Building, 36, Janpath, New Delhi. Ph 3324764,3325320. 
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What went wrong with 
the West Indies on this 
tour. Or was Azhar's 
team just too good? 


FROM K.'Q. JACOB, NAGPUR 


T hey were considered the 

kings of the game. A game for 
which they seemed to set the 
rules by their standards. The 
rules of Calypso cricket stood 
unchanged over the years and the 
rules that governed this brand of cricket 
were very simple—be thorough 
professionals, bowl fast and play hard. 

This formula was responsible for 
the West Indians being considered the 
uncrowned champions of world 
cricket. When one giant left the team, 
another joined in and the assembly 
line of fast bowleis from the 


Caribbean beaches made sure that 
West Indian cricket never suffered a 
dearth of fast bowlers or equally 
skilful batsmen. It made sure that the 
legend of West Indian cricket lived on. 

Over the years, however, after the 
retirement of all time greats like Clive 
Lloyd. Viv Richards, Michael Holding 
and the like, people all over the world 
suddenly began talking about the 
decline of West Indian cricket. Yet, no 
one had found an answer to the 
important question: whether the 
standards of West Indian cricket were 
declining or was it that the other 
cricketing teams in the world were 
slowly improving their standards? 

Time after time, it did look as 
though the other cricketing nations 
were finally catching up with the West 
Indians. The invincibility of the West 
Indies seemed to be slowly eroding 
and their opponents, it seemed, had 
learnt of a technique to counter just 


about anything that the West Indians 
had to proffer. Yet, somehow or the 
other, the Caribbeans always manged 
to scrape through and in the end, the 
result always seemed to be in their 
favour. At one point during the 
one-off Test against the South 
Africans, everyone thought that the 
West Indies were going to lose. But no 
one had given thought to a cenain Mr. 
Courtney Walsh who managed to 
turn the game around and eventually 
win it, 

It was this same cricketer who 
proved to be the undoing of Allan 
Border’s Australians in the following 
series. The Australians were cruising 
for a 2-0 win in the five Test series, but 
Walsh's stubborn 40 for the last 
wicket squared things and the 
Windies eventually won the series 
2 -1. In the next Caribbean outing, the 
genius of Brian Lara tamed the lethal 
i attack of Waqar Younis and Wasim 


tl 




Akram. 

If results were the only thing that 
mattered, then the West Indians 
always seemed to come out on top in 
the end. Whenever the chips were 
down and when it was always evident 
that they were going to lose a series, 
someone from the West Indies team 
always came good at the right time 
and steered the team to victory. If 
people questioned the declining 
quality of their cricket, one could 
wrest away their octopus-like grip on 
the supremacy in world cricket. And it 
was supposed to remain that way, 
even though the team was 
undergoing a metamorphosis. The 
legend of West Indian cricket had to 
live on and it still was not lime lor 
anyone to directly question their 
supremacy The tour to India was seen 
merely as a grooming experience for 
the newcomers in the team and the 
Indians were not even considered 
real competition though home 
conditions were obviously going to 
play their part. But the tour has 
proved to be one of the most 
disastrous the Caribbeans have 
undertaken in the past decade. It has 
proved that the present West Indies 
team are struggling to live up to the 
lofty standards that their predecessors 
had set. It has also proved 
conclusively that maybe, the other 
nations have by now managed to 
catch u[) with them. 

But at the end of it all, one looks 
back at the lour with mixed emotions. 
Throughout the three months, the 
proceedings on field may have 
shocked the cricketing world so 
accustomed to West Indies 
domination, that the events off it were 
intriguing loo. Accusations of bad 
pitches, incompetent umpiring, poor 
facilities, miserable crtiwd behaviour, 
walkouts, and not to mention 
lack-lustre performances by the 
visitors, was what dominated the 
tour. It IS sometimes said that the end 
result does not tell the whole story 
and this tour proved the point rather 
well. Even if the West Indies were to 
level the Test series, it would not hide 
'he fact that on this tour they were 


clearly undermined in all 
departments of the game. In fact, the 
battle was half won for the Indians 
even before the tour had actually 
begun. 

The squad comprising five players 
yet to make their Test debuts and a 
majority of which had not played in 
even 10 Test matches, actually 
assembled in London (of all places) to 
commence their tour. From then on 
there was a general feeling of 
disinterest that lurked wit hin Walsh's 
team. Some of the team members had 
just hnished a hectic county season 
and would have much preferred 
relaxing back home. But the ultimate 
professionals that they were, they 
realised that there was work to be 


'The team has really 
shaped up and everyene 
realises that they have 
to perform to remain in 
the team,"—-Azhar 


done, and it had to be done at all costs 
Looking back, one wonders if it was 
not this professionalism that proved 
to be the undoing of the West Indians, 
Once m India they found everything 
going against them right from the start 
and the already jaded team just 
couldn't handle it 

\ ; O arnotinf of motivation or 
i \ coaxing from cricket managei 
Rohan Kanhai or David Holford could 
get the W'est Indians going Mr Kanhai 
had in fact given them a talking to in 
no ttneerain terms before the finals of 
the three nation tournament telling 
them to get on with their jobs. That 
nothing came out of it was evident 
when the West Indians showed the 
world that they were a team simply 
going through the motions. The 
tension that prevailed in the West 
Indian camp was because of too much 


cricket, and because of that tension a 
team finds the going tough and just 
cannot manage to win. It was 
probably this tension that provoked 
Keith Athurton and Brian Lara to 
exchange expletives with Rohan 
Kanhai during a pany hosted by their 
sponsors, Ispat in Nagpur during the 
second Test. It was a visibly upset 
Kanhai that one got to see at the nets • 
the next day and one could hardly 
blame him. He had just done his duty, 
told his players to behave themselves 
at a party and he was the one who got 
chastised for it. 

It is said that when things start 
going wrong they just keep going 
wrong, as the Indian team had 
experienced for themselves on their 
last tours of Australia and South 
Africa. The West Indians found that 
they had everything going against 
them. The itinerary demanded that 
they travel the length and breadth of 
India, play a one-day series, a Test 
series and a three-nation tournament 
squeezed in between There were no 
breaks to recharge thetr batteries and 
a tired and lethargit team lotind it 
difficult to cope with it. But again, one 
expetted the world's most 
prolessional side to take things in their 
stride 

Another factor that the West 
Indians claimed went against them 
was the quality of the pitches. Surely 
they did not expea fast, bouncy 
wickets here in India During every 
tour It IS the home side that has the 
advantage of preparing tracks to suit 
the strength of their own team. Yes, 
there were genuine cases for 
complaint, like the incident at 
Bombay where uncovered fomholes 
held up play for 45 minutes on the 
second day of the first Test. But again 
it should be remembered that it was 
Srinath who won us the first Test on 
what was a 'spinners track,' and the 
West Indian captain himself got eight 
wickets from the track in Bc>mbay. 

Just goes to prove that it was not just 
the pitch that upset the West Indians. 

The quality of umpiring was 
another faaor the West Indians 
complained bitterly of. True, there 
were more than 20 umpires officiating 
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Lara's lack of form (by hit high ttamiarda) 
had nMwh to do wHh the Woat Indiat 
struggliiig against the Indian bowling 

in the series and such a big panel was 
indeed an uncommon happening. 

True again that some of the 
judgements went against the West 
Indians. In the same breath one must 
also talk about decisions that went 
against the home side. The Nagpur 
Test would have probably taken a 
different turn if Kumble had not lost 
his rhythm after being cautioned 
twice for stepping into the danger 
zone. One more warning would have 
made sure that he would not be able to 
bowl again in the first innings and he 
had to bowl around the wicket friim 
then on. Indian manager, Ajit 
Wadekar was the first to inspect the 
pitch altei the day's play and later 
expressed his 'surjirise' over the 
warnings But then, no one really 
raised a big hue and cry about the 
incident. 

Crowd behaviour was another 
reason touted by the West Indians for 
their dismal perfornianre here. 
Matters reached a high when the West 
Indians staged two walk-outs during 
the first day of the Nagpur Test. 
Though it may be said that in Nagpur, 
the West Indian captain had 
overieacted, it was a cumulative effect 
of the tensions that had been building 
uj) withiti the West Indian team. "It 
has been happening throughout the 
tour and we have kept quiet. We have 
to draw the line somewhere. Some 
steps have to be taken and it has to be 
taken before it is too late. We arc not 
birds or pigeons to have things thrown 
at us, 1 certainly would not want 
anyone returning home with an 
injury that could put an end to their 
career It is a professional game and it 
has to be managed professionally," 
was how Walsh summed up the 
walkouts. Even Azharuddin, the 
Indian captain, voiced similar 
thoughts, "At times it can get really 
dangerous. The crowds will have to 
control themselves or someone will 
get badly injured." 

Though the general consensus was 
that Walsh had perhaps acted a little 
too harshly, paying scant respect to 
the public, the walkouts served their 
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purpose. From the moment the teams 
came out after the second walkout the 
crowds behaved themselves prefectly 
and not a single item was thrown on to 
the field. For a change, the police were 
also doing their job, with their eyes 
glued on the crowd and not on the 
play. If policemen around the country 
could take a tip from their Nagpur 
counterparts then it will be a long time 
before any spectator throws a missile 
into the playing arena again. 

But India certainly is not the only 
country where crowds do tend to get 
a little overenthusiastic Any 
professional cricketer will tell you that 
such incidents happen all over the 
world and if one is a thorough 
professional then they should take it 
in their stride. 

These "negative" aspects had taken 
so much predominance during the 
tour that one tends to forget the 
positive aspects of the game that came 
to light. Courtney Walsh's captaincy 
for example did not evoke the 
response that it should have. Being 


the capitain of a West Indian cricket 
team is a great honour, but also a great 
burden. The burden of keeping the 
Caribbean cricket legend alive and on 
top of it, the mild mannered man was 
not just the captain he was also the 
team's frontline bowler. With the 
other frontline bowlers Kenneth 
Benjamin and Anderson Cummins 
failing to come good on Indian 
pitches, the onus was entirely on 
Walsh to perform. Indeed, he did lead 
his team from the front and it can be 
said that with all the problems that he 
had to undergo, his cricket never 
realty suffered. He performed his job 
quite creditably and he certainly did 
try his best to boost the sagging morale 
of his team. Whether the West Indian 
Board will persist with Walsh lor their 
forthcoming tours rernain.s to be seen, 
but if given the chance, the team will 
surely rally behind Mr Walsh once 
more. Even if he is relegated to an 
ordinary player once Richardson and 
Haynes gel back, but there is no doubt 
he has already won the respect of this 


WaMi; Ifti tough job to btiba captain and ^ 
tho main strika bowlar of a Btroggliiig taam. 

young and inexperienced side. 

T he tour right from the beginning 
had been billed as the clash of the 
two batting geniuses—^Brjin Lara and 
Sachin Tendulkar. The West Indian 
had come here, tired after a massing 
over 2,000 runs in just 15 matches for; 
Warwickshire and the cricket loving 
public expected some fireworks from 
his bat. Yet, somehow Lara never 
really got going. Probably because of 
an overdose of cricket, probably it was 
the slow, turning tracks here in India 
that do not let the ball come quickly 
on to the bat. One does not really 
know. Yet at times it certainly seemed 
that Lara was not fighting against the 
Indian team. He was instead trying to 
exorcise the demons inside him. It was 
evident that even he was wondering 
as to what went wrong. We didn't 
really see Lara flowing in his glorious 
fashion, nor were wc witness to the 
strokeplay that has made him a legend 










in conicmporary cricket. 

Tendulkar on the other hand 
proved that India's cnckeiing fortunes 
depended heavily on him and if India 
are to maintain their winning ways, 
then the young vice-captain will have 
to continue to come good. It can be 
salely said that he is the one player 
who made the dillerence on this tour. 
Like his West Indian counterpart, he 
started the series on a bad note, 
scoring consecutive zeros m the first 
two one-dayers. From then on to the 
179 at Nagpur he had came a long 
way At Nagpur, Sachin reminisced, 
"Theiwo zeroes actually helped me 
because it made sure that 1 would not 
relax. A bad patch usually coniinues 
from some lime, but this time 1 was 
lucky. Mentally 1 changed my outlook 
after those two zeros " 

It was this change in his mental 
altitude that was responsible lor his 
tremendous success on this tour 
Brian Lara, (alter the 1st innings of the 
Nagpur Tc'st) had managed 421 runs 
but Sachin got his 30()-i- from just two 


Tests. Sachin’s runaway success 
surely must have added to Lara's 
tension and could well be one of the 
reasons as to why he got bogged 
down. Eventually everything got on 
Lara's already fragile nerves and he 
was suspended from the Kanpur 
match alter he showed his dissent 
towards the umpire's decision. The 
world's best batsman getting fired and ■ 
suspended tor a match was a true 
reflection ol the state of mind of the 
genius batsman—and 1 dare say the 
entire West Indian team! 

Another Indian cricketer whose 
confidence has tncreased manifold is 
that of Azharuddin. Getting to be the 
most successful Indian captain has 
given him a new found authority No 
longer is he the mild, soft-spoken 
leader who does not have an attitude. 
He has managed to instill the belie! 
that no one in the team is 
indispensible and that they would 
have to perlorm to remain in the side. 
During the Nagpur Test, Azhar 
reiterated this, saying, "'I'he leam has 
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Sachin; stamping hit data and authority 

really shaped up and everyone 
realises that they have to perform to 
remain in the team." The exclusion of 
Mongia and Prabhakar after the 
Kanpur one-dayer has instilled the 
right kind of fear into the hearts of the 
team. Azhar has become more 
outspoken and communicates 
effectively with his boys just what the 
Indian team expects from each one in 
the squad His repeated 
disappointment over the way the 
spinners bowled showed that Azhar 
quite rightly believes in pcrlormance 
and not on reputations. 

This series also went a long way in 
boosting the morale of the Indian 
team. Not long ago, people were 
wondering how the void left behind 
by the retirement of Kapil Dev could 
be filled, but everyone, specially 


'The early two zeroes 
actually helped me 
because it made sure 
that I would not relax. A 
bad patch usually 
continues for some 
time, but this time, I was 
lucky."—Sachin 


Srinaih pitched in and made sure that 
the show went on. They have proved 
that the game and country takes 
precedence over individuals, and with 
this knowledge has come the 
confidence that they could prove a 
genuine threat to any country if they 
persevere real hard. 

The onus on the Indian team now is 
to prove that they can perform as well 
in an away series. Though this series 
could well be remembered for the 
wrong reasons, one thing was proved 
beyond doubt, that if the West Indians 
do not make some drastic reforms 
both in the temperament and 
composition of the team then the era 
of West Indian supremacy in world 
cricket would come to an end, just as 
India's fortunes will continue to be on 



the rise. • 

fHOTOGHAPHS PATRICK EAGAR 
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QUESTIONS 


After the 1932 Los 


replied—"Yeah, dolls." 
Who was the athlete? 

2 Which famous 
•athlete was 
nicknamed the "Human 
Deer"? 

3 The standard 
• distance for the 
steeplechase in athletics is 
3,000 m (1 mile, 1,520 
yards, 2 feet, 8 inches). 


Angeles Olympics, an How many hurdles and 


athlete was asked by a 
reporter—"Is there 
anything you don't play?' 
The athlete 

AiwwartoQ.Na.12 


water jumps arc there in it? 

4 Which soccer player 
• is known as 'Batigol' 


in his native country? 

5 Who piayed the 
• maximum number of 
innings in Test cricket? 


6 Who U)ok the first 
• wicket for India in us 
maiden Test match? 

7 Which Indian 
• batsman scored the 
first Test double century? 

8 Who is called the 
• Steffi Graf of the 
badminton world? 


9 What is the title of 
•Allan Lamb's 


memoirs (with Peter 
Smith)? 

1 In the first Asian 
A v/ • Games hockey 
final, by what margin did 
Pakistan defeat India in the 
final? 

1 'j In .lapan what is 
A •Beisuburu? 


1 ''*% Who is known as 
A iu •''Blond Gullit" in 
football? 

I Who is the first 
A .jl •black player to 
represent Sweden in tV;. rid 
Cup football? 
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ANSWERS 


1. Babe Dldrickson. 

2. HerbEUiot. 

3. 28 hurdles and seven water jumps. 

4. Gabriel Batistuta of Atgentina. 

5. Allan Border of AustiaMa>>^d innmgs. 

«. Nissat, vsEngjand. . 

TrJPoUy Xhnrigar, 223 vs Ifew Zealand at 
Hyderabadln 1955*56-, 

8. Bud Susahti ofindonesia. 

9„ xamb/a Tales- 

». It was a goalless draw. Pakistan with An 
' aggregate of 19 goals worn the g^kf agakist 
'India's 16. 

.11. Baseball. . 

-'12-Carlos Vtddeitgtna, •' 

IS^Martinl^ahliit'''A' 
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Extracts from the book 
'Azhar' by Harsha 
Bhogle, published by 
Penguin Books India (P) 
Ltd and priced at Rs 250 
Reprinted by permission 
of the publishers 


India's most successful cricket captain is a great 
believer in fate and destiny. And it is these 
qualities that give him the ability to take success 
and failure philosophically 


BY HARSHA BHOGLE 


I F AZHAR the batsman had been almost 
universally admtred, Azhar the captain 
has always played to mixed reviews. 
Indeed for a major part of his career, he 
had been ai the receiving end, ducking and 
weaving from the 

barrage. The 'intelligentsia' condemned him 
early on and it seemed that Azhar had got 
stuck to the image. Yet, the point escaped 
many that Azhar was only leading the team in 
away conditions where no Indian captain had 
produced great results. Gavaskar, who was 
acknowledged to be a cerebral captain, only 
pioduced two away wins including one as a 
stand-in-captain in New Zealand in 1976. 

And Kapil Dev only had the senes win in 
England in 1986. 

Indeed, had Azhar Lost the captaincy after 
the South African tour, his captaincy record 
would have looked like it needed some 
cosmetic help with one win and seven losses 
from seventeen matches. Sixteen of those 
were played away. But since his second 
coming in the series against England, he has 
led India in eleven Test matches (one of those 

A zhar was taught the basics of middle 
class morality. And he was initiated 
into religion, nm in the ugly demonstrative 
manner of Our times but gently and with a 
sense of purpose, these religious teachings 
have stayed with Azhar and have been 
sources of great strength in dfiticult times. 
They have enveloped him aid soothed 
him and kept him away from the mtfeer 
mote destructive path of retaliation. 

Indeed it is those evenings spent by his 
grandfather’s side that have shaped hh 
character and given him the guahtiesjhjtt 
make him so admired today. 


was abandoned after only 49 minutes of 
playing time) producing eight wins And liis 
home record as captain is really unicpie. India 
has won all eight matches with him in charge 
and seven of those have been innings wins. 
Can a nation ask for more? 

But Bishen Bedi still feels that Azhar was 
never cut to be a captain. 'Don't mtstake me 
for I think he is a terrilic team man and a 
brilliant cricketer. But he was never captaincy 
material. I told the selectors when they 
appointed him to New Zealand that they had 
already made a mistake and they should not 
compound it by making another and sacking 
him. I insisted that he get the job for all the 
three tours that I got. But 1 am still not 
convinced that he is captaincy material. For a 
long time, he used to be terribly 
uncommunicative, holding opinions hut 
suppressing them Also, he is not a great 
psychologist, he doesn't believe in cricket 
theories and doesn't read books, foi cxamjile. 
And his basic approach to the game, which is 
that each person should understand his job, is 
all right when you are Just one of the boys, not 
when you are in charge of ten or fifteen 
others.' 

Raj Singh agrees with Bedi but believes that 
Azhar has served his apprenticeship and is 
now ready to be captain of the Indian team for 
a long time. 'He took very little lime to 
become a good batsman. But he's taken a long 
time to become a good captain.' 

Azhar is somewhat confused by this great 
debate over his leadership qualities. And by 
the fact that people seem to analyse things so 
carefully. '1 don't understand all this,' he said 
once with a strange smile playing on his lips. 
'When the team loses, I am a bad captain. 
When it wins, I am suddenly very good. 1 seem 
to be changing faster than I know! The truth is 
I don't understand how one player can be 


KAMAl JUl KA 
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responsible for the fortunes of a team like this. 
Aaually everything depends on the kind of 
support a team gives to the captain. If 
everybody cooperates, it is not very difficult. 
But there are situations where somebody 
intentionaily creates trouble. In such a 
situation there is very little a captain can do. 
Therefore, I find this great analysis of 
captaincy a little funny. Finally, you have to 
sec how the team is doing. The captain is only 


as good as his team allows him to be.' 

Ajit Wadekar, who has probably seen Azhar 
more closely than anyone else, thinks he has 
come a long way as a captain. '1 don't agree 
with this theory about people not being born 
to be captains. There is no trutli in that. 
Nobody is born to lead. You have to become a 
captain. You have to grow into the job and I 
think Azhar has improved a lot The 
important thing about captaincy is whether 
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you can carry ten others with you and 1 have 
noticed that Azhar has a lot of respect from his 
team. Only sometimes he gets stuck with a 
few people and needs to be reminded that 
there is a complete team to look after. Tiger 
was like that. Everybody said that he was the 
greatest captain India had. But he didn't mix 
with everybody. He had his own little group 
and that went against him. Sometimes that is 
what I fear with Azhar. But he is such a simple 
and lovely person that everybody likes him 
and that is part of the success of being a 
captain.' 

Wadekar is bang on with that last point. The 
Indian team, to a man, resperts Azhar for the 
kind of person he is and in private 
conversation, they have often expressed their 
admiration for him. This respect often holds 
them together and one of Azhar's greatest 
achievements as captain over four years is to 
prevent the formation of groups in the Indian 
team. 

Talented teams of the past often suffered from 
this as indeed did Pakistan when they had 
some outstanding cricketers but no team. A 
team needs to pull in one direction and under 
Azhar, it has largely done that. 

I remember Javagal Srinath telling me of his 
first meeting with Azharuddin. It was at 
Bangalore in the DuleepTrophy of 1989-90 
when Azhar had just taken over the captaincy 
of South Zone after Srikkanth had opted out. 
Srinath had made his first class debut that year 
and had a hattrick against Hyderabad. He had 
picked up wickets consistently and was put 
into the South Zone team for the Duleep 
Trophy. But Azhar had never met Srinath, let 
alone seen him bowl, because the Indian team 
had been playing in Sharjah, in the MRF 
World Series and in Pakistan. '1 went and 
introduced myself to him.' Srinath recalls. 'I 
was aaually quite nervous because it was my 
first year and Azhar was such a big name. But 
he spoke so nicely to me and I felt very good 
after that. 1 suddenly felt more relaxed and I 
thought if he can speak so nicely to me I can do 
anything for him.' 

Navjol Sidhu and Vinod Kambli have 
similar stones to tell. During the series against 
Sri I.,anka, Azhar had made his 
disappointment clear with Sidhu in his 
column because he felt Sidhu had thrown 
away his wicket after reaching his century. 

'Oh, he was mad at me,’ he said. 'But that is 
what 1 like about Azharbhai ..Sab kbvila kbull^ 
boia bai (Everything is open). You know 
when he says something to you that is what 
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he means. Aisa nabin ke moob pe ek holo aur 
peecbe ek karo (He doesn't say one thing and 
do something else). To be honest I have not 
met another person like him in this game.' 

And in Sri Lanka after one of Kambli's 
temper shows Azhar took aside the young 
man who a lot of people think is 'difficult.' 
'Remember in the end people will look at you 
depending on the kind of person you are. You 
may be the best cricketer in the world, but if 
you are not a good human being, you will 
never get any respea. With your batting, you 


Top: 

Azhar with Indian crickat 
managar Ajh Wadakar. 
Tha lattar bat graat 
ragard for tha Indian 
capuin and hat a doap 
baliafinhitabilitioa 
Bottom: 

With foimar Indian 
captain Vangaaifcar. In 
tana of Vaiijgtarkar't 
allagad eriticitin againal 
Azhar in tha Watt Indict, 
tha two hate tinea laami 
to iron ootthair 
diffarancat 
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have the world in front of you. But you can Churchgate, his left foot perennially aspiring 
ruin it all by your behaviour.' Kambli came to be ahead of his right. Or that obsessive, 
away suitably chastised but remembered the all-encompassing urge to get 99.3 per cent in 
incident well enough to narrate it a few the optionals in the 12th standard. He'd much 

months later. rather let a crowded bus go by and continue 

It is almost certain that no other cricketer in talking about Madhuri Dixit in Tezaab. Or MoM. AihaniddiietlM 

India, whether in 1990 or in 1994, would better still, walk across to the Irani restaurant mwi who would bo king 


evoke the same feelings. Indian cricket has 
always been in danger of being split into 
groups and under Azhar such a catastrophe 
has been avoided. In most other countries this 
may not have been a major factor but the 
reality of India is such that being a man of 
peace is prt)bably the most essential 
ingredient in a leader. 

He now has to temper the 'man of peace' 
role with being an aggressive leader of men. It 
is going to be a difficult job and that is from 
where I suspect Azhar's problems as captain 
are going to come. His teammates have said 
they want a Captain Stork in charge and 
while, temperamentally, Azhar isn't totally 
Captain Log, he is happiest underplaying his 
role. As a result, the role of the aggressive 
captain is going to require him to behave in a 
manner that does not come naturally to him. 

It will be sad if that distances him from the 
team, which to some extent is inevitable, 
becau.se it was in being one of them that his 
greatest strength lay. 

But that IS in the realm of tomorrow. If 
there is one thing Indian cricket teaches you, 
it is never to expect tomorrow to be a little like 
today. When Mr Vajehuddin told his adoring 
grandson that he might even become captain 
of India one day. people hoped it would 
happen without really expecting it to. After 
four years and twenty-eight Test matches in 
charge, there is no Mr Vajehuddin around to 
read out the future to him. 

And so, like ns he must wait to sec what the 
future holds for him. 

T O understand Azhar is also to breathe the 
air of hi? city, to drink the water of 
Gandipet, as they say in Hyderabad. 

It is a charming city with a most delightfully 
unhurried air to it. A city where ambition left 
its nemesis, satisfaction behind and moved 
towards another civilization. To the average 
Hyderabad!, time is something to be savoured, 
not lost to the dizzying speed of modern life. 
He's a left lane man, the Hyderabad!, driving 
his scooter contentedly while the limousines 
hurry past. 

He cannot, for example, understand the 
fulfilment that the Bombayraan gets in 
scrambling abroad the 6:18 fast from 





Imlia's most tuccasiful 
cricliBt captain takM 
tima off to u with hi* 
famiiy at and wbon ho it 
at homo 


on the corner and chat over a bun-muska and 
one-by-two chai. On a good day, he would 
order a pauna instead. Again one-by-two. 

The Hyderabadi is invariably, therefore, a 
satisfied man. Even laid back. The urge to 
conquer that comes from an unsatiated mind 
IS a largely alien concept to him. He is more 
likely to aspire for happiness and having got it, 
to share it. At his daughter's wedding he 
would invite the entire community to a lavish 
biryani and baghara baingan meal, most 
probably in an open yard, rather than to just 
an ice-cream in a classy hall of a five star hotel. 
To him that would be impersonal. It wouldn't 




be symbolic of his daughter's wedding. 

lie is more likely to be polite and 
unassuming. And you will always be aapto 
him; only occasionally turn but never ever tu. 

That would be sacrilege. Or a concession 
made to someone very close 
Correspondingly he would be greatly 
offended if somebody addressed him as tu. 
The nawabs always said aap and the 
Hyderabadi has kept the tradition alive. 

You will see a lot of these characteristics in 
Azhar. The politeness, the hospitality and the 
simplicity. But most important the inability to 
be calculating and devious. When some of his 
teammates desired something other than the 
best for the side; when often they placed their 
interests above that of the side, sometimes in 
conflict to it, he was baffled and speechless. He 
did not know how to react but in keeping with 
the culture he comes from he chose to keep 
quiet about it. 'Yes, people have tried to harm 
me,' he says. 'They really tried. They acted 
against me and sometimes, intentionally did 
not cooperate with me.' But there is no 
vendetta in his mind. Just a deep belief that 
those who commit a wrong will repent.'Those 
people who are aaing against me, they could 
fool me but they cannot fool somebody up 
there. Today, they must be repenting. I can 
tell you, if they had not done that, somebody 
else would have been captain of India today. 
But if you try to do some harm to somebody, 
you are bound to repent.' 

For a man so caught up in a world that 
seems to belong to yesterday, Azhar has done 
tremendously well for himself. Many others 
didn't. Their desires were tame not ferocious, 
their vision blurred by the idyllic world they 
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lived in. Success wasn't the aphrodisiac to 
them that it is to others and they did not, 
therefore, have the determination to keep 
clawing against the odds. 

Not surprisingly, Hyderabad has produced 
very few heroes, not just in sports but in any 
walk of life that demands grit. There have 
been very few people about whom success 
stories like this one can be written. 


Sarojini Naidu was one of them. A freedom 
fighter but more familiar perhaps as a poet. 
'You don't know, Bapu, how much it costs us 
to keep you poor,' she once said of Mahatma 
Gandhi. And her "Palanquin Bearers' 
features in almost every anthology of Indian 
poetry. Almost every Indian schoolboy has 
grown up reciting. 

Lightly, O lightly we bear her along, /She 
swa ys like a flower in the wind of our song;/ 
She skims like a bird on the foam of a stream, / 
She floats like a laugh on the lips of a dream. 

But none of these people have stirred the 
country like Azhar has. And yet, the faa that 
one can remember the city's success stories on 
one's fingertips shows how little Hyderabad 
has contributed to the national achievement 
pool. Frequently, an atmosphere of success 
acts as a seed lo more achievement and in 
Hyderabad, Azhar did not have it. As another 
eminent Hyderabadi, the celebrated 
advertising professional Mohammad Khan 
who had a role in starting Rediffusion and 
Contraa before he set up his own agency. 
Enterprise, says, 'Hyderabad is for people who 
want to get up at nine in the morning, stroll 


Ailmr wn ■ crickMar 
who startaii out from 
modosibogimiiiigo. 
Todayhowtvtr.hoit 
roapitig tha banafita of hia 
hard work 
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into office and have a cup of tea. It's not for 
someone with fire in his belly. I'd give 
anything to be able to live there but in the 
prolession 1 am in, I think I'll go mad if 1 did.' 

There can be little doubt that Azhar is now 
Hyderabad's highest achiever. And yet, he 
cannot understand the rush for the 6:18 from 
Churchgate either. He is ambitious but 
without the rulhlessness and the clinical 
approach that goes with it His colleague 
Venkatapathy Raju is a bit like that too. But 
where Azhar differs from the others, apart 
Irom the extra helping of talent that he was 
awarded, is in his ability to take pressure. He 



Azhar in an informal 
mood, with Kapil Dov, an 
ontwhila colloaouo who 
is himself a logond 


spoke of not being scared of failure and that . 
has perhaps allowed him to remain calm in 
tense situations and to keep his head when all 
around people are losing theirs. 

And today, more than ever before, with 
Hyderabad witnessing a tremendous financial 
boom, the city needs a role model. Hyderabad 
cricket lor sure, is looking at Azhar to be that 
role model. So far they have been 
disappointed. In cricket circles there is a sense 
of sadness, a feeling that Azhar has been lost to 
Indian cricket forever. 


S O, will Mohammad Azharuddin become a 
father figure? The senior pro who inspires 
a whole generation to take uo the game? It 
seems a little far fetched now given that he still 
has a few years in the game, but personally I 
suspect he will find it difficult to return to the 
grassroots. But you never know. Already 


Azhar mentions his desire to set up a little 
cricket school of his own in Hyderabad. If he 
does, apart from learning to go down to the 
level of a youngster, he will also have to learn 
about how to handle a business. 

At the moment, he is quite disastrous at it, 
given his intrinsically trusting nature. He had 
once set up a hotel in Bangalore which 
seemed to be doing reasonably well. Too late 
did he discover that it was only his partner 
who was making profits. He then took a stake 
in a Pepsi bottling franchise and ended up 
losing money there too. 'I'm through with 
business', he had said at that stage. 'I will not 
touch a business venture unless I'm doing it 
with my closest friends.' he said and I have 
often understood why. Throughout the 
period I was handling the financial side of his 
columns, he never once asked how much 
money I was making out of them and what 
percentage 1 was giving him. We had 
informally discussed a percentage earlier on 
and he had said, 'Okay, whatever you think is 
right' 

In course of time, he began to realize what 
he was worth and when he received 
interesting offers from syndicates, he actually 
started telling me the figure he wanted. It 
surprised me initially but only because I didn't 
believe he would ever sit down to discuss a 
deal. 

He is still disastrous at managing money 
and IS lucky that he has trusted friends and his 
father to help him out. And for his new 
outwardly tough image, he would still make a 
rather gullible businessman. For his attitude 
to money is most unlike that of any other 
Indian cricketer. 'Even today, if someone 
asked me to play free because he had a 
problem, I would. After all, it would be just 


’ft would have been very easy for Azhar to 
Jiget carried away by the aeverendJng 
adulation (after bis sensatimal debut 
series) tobelievethat what everybody told 
him was true and that he was the answer to 
every Indian's dream. It is in situations like 
these that a yomv’man'standlyinfltiences 
become aiticai. IBs childhood diet of 
religion and humility helped bhn keep bis 
feet on the ground, it never went tomy 
head, 'Azhar says, shakir^ bis head 
tideways tike a diild offering an 
explanatitm, 'Otitervtise I would never 
have b^hsucxe^ful. If you are proud, you 
carmotsucaed'^ ays casually, toeing. 
off mother of his maxims. 
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Tpf thet^tlk of t^bmary1985, 
JiMohsttanad Ajcharaddbt very 
reluaandy bid goodbye to anonymity. He 
knew he waslodngapait of him that he 
valued endrmoudy. But he shrugged his 
shouldeis and not for the first time in his 
life, he foundbimseif saying ‘Life'slike . 
that.' 


another game for me. If I can help him, why 
not?' 

He spends lavishly now, almost as easily as 
he plays his leg-side shots, and to see him 
outside a cricket ground is to see an array of 
brand names. There is little doubt that Azhar 
is now an extremely rich man but he carries 
his wealth well; not like a retail store 
mannequin desperate to attract attention but 
in a rather more understated and dignified 
manner. Almost like he is aware that he is a 
successful man worthy ol emulat ion. 

'You must have "class" in everything that 
you do,' he keeps saying and you realize that 
the word is a particular favourite of his. It is 
most apparent when he is buying gifts for his 
friends. The price tags do not matter then, but 
the brand names do. It is quiie amazing how 
well he has adapted to a life of plenty given 
that he didn't have too much to start with. 
Those who move up the social ladder as 
quickly as young cricketers do ifiese days, 
often drag their past with them. Their 
lifestyles rarely catch up wiili their income, 
ft's been quite the other way with Azhar 
whose lifestyle threatens to explodi- 
sometimes. He has a great collecton of clothes 
and shoes, almost always bought in I-ngland, 
and an almost maniacal weakness for 
watches. It is unlikely even he knows at any 
given time how many he has. 

We discussed this issue frequently. 'Aren't 
you worried about your lifestyle?' I often 
asked him, fearing for his rainy day. 'You 
know, when 1 was young, I never had too 
much money to spend. But I was happy with 
what I had. Now I have some money and I 
would like to live well. Tomorrow, if I have to 
go back to my old lifestyle, I am prepared for 
that.' 

But for all the visible trappings of wealtn 
and materialism, he remains an extremely 
simple and God fearing human being deep 
down. In his hotel room, amidst the Ralph 
Laurens and the Reeboks, at a distance and 
always on a pedestal, lie a mat, a cap and a 
lungi, the common man's prayer kit. He pra ys 


five times a day whenever he can, doesn't 
touch liquor and cigarettes and will not eat 
meat unless he is sure it is halal'. As a result, in 
countries like England or Australia, he was 
part of the vegetarian brigade of Srikkanth 
and Anil Kumble. 

Religion, in fact, has been a calming 
influence in his life. When he feels 
threatened, it cocoons him from the world 
and gives him solace and the courage to get on 
with life, ft isn't a crutch as most people 
believe it to he but a very close and special 
companion. In Australia, and parlicularly 
during the interval between the tour and the 
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I Even Azhar did not drawn 
I that ha would one day ba 
I the recipient of such 
I groat fame 


World Cup, he stayed alone and asked himsell ! 
a lot of questions. His faith in God allowed him t 
to answer his questons frankly and present a ; 
more confident look to ifie world. He once | 
told me long ago, 'Scoring runs isn't in my 5 
hands. If He desires me to do well, nothing can ; 
prevent me from doing so And if He has | 

decided it is not r ly time, there is nothing I can | 
do about It. All I have to do is to try my best.' j 
A more western work culture, or closer j 
home as it exists in Bombay tends to dismiss s 
such feeli ags as fatalistic and as betraying a | 

weak am. unambitious mind. But they do not I 
understand the bond he shares with his 
religion. They do not understand too that he 
has been shaped by his religious and moral 
beliefs es clearly and sharply as a potter shapes 
a piece of clay; and that irrespective of the 
religion a man practices, his faith will always 
lead him along the right path, # 


The author, Harsha 
Bhogle, is a well-known 
cricket wntei and 
broadcaster He is also a 
regular contributor to 
Sportsworld He lived 
and played cricket in 
Hyderabad but now lives 
in Bombay where apart 
from hts media 
assignments, he owns a 
sports promotion 
company, Bhogle Infoturf 
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SPOTLIGHT 


SCANDAL 
THY NAME IS 

SOCCER 

Allegations of bribery against goalkeeper 
Bruce Grobbelaar is the latest 
to hit the scandal-riddled world of soccer 


S CANDAL, intrigue and deceit 
continues unabated in the 
world of soccer. Match-fixing 
and illegal 

encounters — dubious deals by 
individuals and clubs—arc nothing 
unusual. In Europe, the most 
embarrassing soccer scandal was that 
of Olympique Marseille- the club's 
general manager Jean Pierce Berner 
was accused by three Valencienne 
players of trying to bribe them to go 
easy in a league fixture last year. 

Coming to Asia, the most recent 
scandal occurred in Stngapore where 
Changi United Club striker Kannan 
Kunjuraman and manager Khcng 
Hock were arrested for corruption and 
match-fixing in a regional soccer 
league. Both of them were attempting 
to bribe Singapore goalkeeper David 
Lee. 

And in the Turkish first division 
league. Ankaraguns's Yugoslav 
keeper Bade Zalad, was paid $40,000 
to 'gift' eight goals to Galatasaray to 
beat Besiktas when both teams were 
tied on points and a goal difference 
would prove decisive. Galatasaray 
won the 'race' and Zalad was given an 
air ticket immediately to flee the 
country after the match. 
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There have been innumerable such 
instances this year itself. But there 
was one ludicrous incident that 
happened in Italy: Perugia's 
promotion to the second division was 
cancelled after allegations that club 
president and stable owner Luciano 
Gaucel tried to bribe a referee with a 
gift of a stud. 

In the midst of all this corruption in 
European soccer, England, the home 
of the game, seemed to be untouched. 
Or so it seemed. Last year, there were 
allegations that England soccer 
manager Terry Venables paid a bribe 
of £50,000 to former Nottingham 
Forest manager Brian Cough. It was 
Hotspurs' millionaire chairman Alan 
Sugar, who made this allegation. 
However, it was good for British 
soccer when the prosecutors dropped 
the case for lack of evidence. 

Now the latest soccer scandal that 
could rock Britain is the allegation of 
one of the most popular, loving and 
charismatic players in the game Bruce 
Grobbelaar, who allegedly took a 
£40,000 bribe to fix the result of a 
match against Newscastle in his 

Bmea CrablMlaar always flamboyant on 
and off the pitch 









Liverpool days and that he was 
prepared to repeat the same provided 
he was facilitating another betting 
syndicate. The soccer fraternity was 
stunned. Shocked. And the person to 
have divulged this scandal was 
none other than Chris Vincent, 
Grobbelaar's teenaged friend, who 
told The Svn that the goalkeeper 
boasted of taking money for 
Liverpool's 0-3 defeat to Newscastle 
last November. 

Those who are acquainted with 
Vincent will tell you that the man is a 
COP and one never to be trusted. Both 
of them served in the Rhodesian 
Army and Vincent who was known 
to be a hustler even then wanted 
to probably make a fast buck by 
making this exposure to the press. 
Does Grobbelaar have the courage to 
straighten this dastardly allegation? 
Whatever be the final outcome, his 


reputation has hit rock bottom and 


the dark hand of scandal has touched 


English football. Hopefully, 


Grobbelaar is not going to take it 


sitting as he firmly told the people in 


his native Harare that he would return 
to Britain "to sort things out" after 
Zimbabwe's African Nations Cup 
match against Zaire for which FIFA 
had given the 37-year old 
Zimbabwean-born goalkeeper 
permission to play. The whole 
incident has many a mysterious twist. 

The scandal has angeredithe whole 
of Zimbabwe as they strongly feel that 
Grobbelaar is not the type to bring 
disrepute to the game. From the 
stall-holders to the senior executive 
they believe their "Jungle Man," as 
he is locally known, is a good native 
son. Even the last white Prime 
Minister of Rhodesia, Ian Smith told 
the Sunday Times: "I'm very sad. He 
put Zimbabwe on the soccer map I 
never met him but always thought he 
was a decent person." 

A Zimbabwean reporter said: 
"They've killed our hero. If they're 
lying we'll never forgive them (the 
Brits)." 

The Uvantool keeper wHh the FA Cup in 1992 
after defeating Sunderland 
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T he jovial and often comical 

Grobbelaar had spent most of his 
adult years in Britain where over the 
years he had gained prominence 
under the bars of Anlield, Liverpool 
and Southampton. But most of his 
playing days were with champions 
Liverpool. Anyone who has come in 
close contact with him has vouched 
that he has larger-than-life qualities 
and the ability to make everyone 
laugh. He was always quick to own up 
to his mistakes and at the same time 
had the temerity to spell out the truth 
to other teammates. This panicular 
charactenstic had brought him 
respect and Itive. 

When he switched over to 
Southampton, they said “he was a 
man who was Liverpool through and 
through, passionate enough to be 
prepared to die for the club." No 
wonder, he was made an honorary 
Livcrpudl ian. And when the 
allegation of match - fixing by 
Grobbelaar came out in the press, 
everyone on Merseyside were not 
prepared to believe it at all. "We stand 


Liverpool'* Grobbolaar in action against 
Everlon in the Charity Shield 

by our man." That was the good 
gesture made by his 'Liverpool family.' 

The flamboyant keeper is known to 
be very cooperative and 
understanding with his fans During 
the Hillsborough episode, Grobbelaar 
tried his level best to help the 
lerror-striken fans by shouting at the 
police to open the gates but the 
endeavour went unheeded. Had the 
cops responded, the death toll could 
have been minimised. After the day of 
the tragedy he and his wife Debbie 
were busy comforting the bereaved 
families. He could feel their pulses, the 
deep anguish, because he hgd 
experienced them during his army 
days struggle with the Bushmen. 

He was also witness to the 
gruesome tragedy that occurred at 
Heysel. He had said that "this football 
match was worse than the days as a 
teenager in the Rhodesian Army." 

The feelings he had for his fans was 
unbelievable. 


How can anyone believe that 
Grobbelaar really 'premeditated' a 
match for £ 40,000?Ar least former 
great keepers Gordon Banks and Ray 
Clentencc said that he couldn't have 
prevented any of them (goals). They 
insisted that one player couldn't 
decide the outcome of a match. Other 
journalists who reported the 
Newcastle match recall no sign of any • 
hanky panky. And why should 
Grobbelar, who has been v/ell paid tor 
most of a long career, risk his job and 
reputation for £40,000? Grobbelaar is 
not popular for his overwhelming 
success in the game but also lor the 
charity work such as the annual 
"Jungle Man Gold Classic " which 
raises funds for the disabled. If he was 
really obsessed with money then he 
could have 'embezzled' quite an 
amount from his yearly chai iiy work. 
Couldn't he? 

Siimisy Times says that "Air 
Zimbabwe use him to troni their 
television campaign m which he 
ajipears wearing a bush hat and 
holding a large lish " 

However, many in Zimbabwe leel 
that "the Hrus have never forgiven us 
our independence and now they're to 
destroy what We have." In spite ol 
evidence which includes video tapes 
of Grobbelaar accepting money and 
then boasting aboui a bribe, the veteran 
keeper is ready to defend himself in 
England. The lact that the FA has total 
power ovei the case and the 
punishment (and the possibility of a 
jail sentence) has not deterred 
Grobbelaar. 

He could easily have done what 
Michael Vana, the Czech midfielder 
who played for Singapore did a few 
months back. With an arrest warrant 
out for him for accepting bribes to fix 
matches Vana escaped and surfaced in 
Prague. Grobbelaar could easily have 
done the same and taken refuge while 
awaiting the verdict of Zimbabwean 
law. 

Sadly though, guilty or not guilty, 
the episode will almost surely place a 
black mark against the great 
goalkeeper's name, as it will against 
European and world soccer too. 

Subhash Sarcar 
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FENCING 

£ veryming you wanted to know about 
fericy^ but were afraid to pinprick ^ 
^s(hiub.imVabout.^ 'J' 



/ENKATARAfv’AN 


T O most people fencing still 
means d'Aitagnan, Cyrano 
and Scaramouche; insulted 
honour, duels at dawn, 
women won, lives lost. The insulted 
honour is still available but fencing, 
like everything else, has been changed 
by the modem world. Technology has 
had its way here loo. Fencing is rather 
like a combination of boxing and 
chess: it mixes the sudden violence of 
the one with the planned cunning of 
the other. The result is probably the 
fastest, most intense one-on sport 
there is. 

Some of the old elements, to be 
sure, are as important as ever. To be a 
fencer you have to be master of at least 
one of three different weapons, each 
with its own specialised taaics and its 
own set of rules. The foil uses the point 
only; so does the epee. But the epee, 
unlike the foil, can be used against the 
whole body. As for the sabre it is used 
for either thrusting or slashing. 

Fencing requires a high degree of 
athleticism and a lot of stamina, 
especially from the thighs. People 
trying the spon for the first time find 
themselves panting and wincing 
within seconds. 

To the uninitiated, modem fencing 
can look surreal. The fencers wear 
identical white outfits and wire-mesh 
masks, so that you cannot tell who is 
who or what is happening on their 
faces. If they are fighting with foil or 
sabre,. hey wear metallic jackets 
which mark the target—the part of 
the body were a hit counts. 

The elearical scoring-system makes 
it ever more weird. When the two 
fencers step on the piste—either a 
long, thin strip of copper or a series of 
reaangular aluminium plates with 
holes that make them look like 
cheese-graters—each plugs a wire 
hanging from his rear (and connected 
to his sword) into a reel at the end of 
the strip. The reels wind in and out as 
the fencers move, making it look as if 
they are on strings. The reels are 
connected to a machine which light 
up when a hit is made—and makes a 
squealing noise. 
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When the fencing begins, it gets 
even odder. The fencers zip up and 
down the piste, blades flashing, and 
sometimes one will let out a yell. To 
the inexperienced watcher, who does 
not know what is fencing's equivalent 
of a goal or a home run, it is all pretty 
confusing. The movements are too 
last to pick out, the rules are 
complicated, and in fencing, unlike 
soccer and baseball, the skill involved 
IS not obvious. Many spectators do not 
know when to feel impressed. 

This has not stopped people from 
flocking in. Fencers are hard to 
count—they are not required to join 
an organisation unless they wish to 
compete at national or international 
level—l)ut fencing has lately been 
expanding fast. The national 
associations in Britain and the United 
States have both reported large 
increases in membership in the past 
few years. 

Even so. the governing body ol 
world lencing, the Federation 
Internationale d’Escrime (FIE), is not 
happy. It realises that many people 
find modern fencing too arcane to be 
worth following. Despite the 
expansion ol membership in America 
and Britain, it is afraid that fencing 
could be in danger of exiinciiori if it 
does not become more accessible to 
spectators. The fear is not without 
basts. For all us antiquity (fencing 
dales back at least to ancient Egypt), 
there liave lately been some—so far 



This is a demandiog 
sport, physically amd 
otherwise. The 
stance is awkward 
and uncomfortable. 
The legs must be 
strong, the hands 
quick 
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unsuccessful—attcnipis to remove it 
from the Olympic games. 

To make the sport more popular, 
the FIE has various reforms in mind. 
The rules for sabre and foil, more 
complicated than those for epee, are 
going to be simplified, to make them 
more understandable. The FIE is 
thinking of letting hits be recorded by 
wireless—something attempted in the 
1950s but abandoned because, legend 
has it, the Russians cheated by finding 
the right frequency and scoring bogus 
touches. It may permit coloured 


clothing. Perhaps the wire mesli of the 
mask will be rejilaced by clear plastic, 
so that television audiences can see 
the fencers' snarls and grimaces (the 
only trouble being that clear masks 
tend to steam up, unless they include 
some sort ot a fan). 

Meanwhile, the FIE has introduced 
some lesser changes, which went into 
effea recently. Fencers are now 
allowed to remove their masks after 
each apparent hit, so that the 
spectators can at least see what they 
feel when the point is awarded. 
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Compclitions have been simjilified, lo 
make them ipiu ker lo run and easier 
to televise. 

Evcniunlly, the FIE may try lo make 
fencing competitions more like 
boxing matches. II video screens were 
placed around the gym, there could be 
slow-tnoiion replays after each point; 
that would make the spectators 
appreciate the intricacy of the 
movements, and the importance of 
timing. 

This IS a demanding sport, 
physically and otherwise. The stance 


IS awkward and uncomfortable, at I 
least to begin with. The legs must be 
strong, the hands quick. And it needs 
mental agility, loo The winner is the 
first to hit the opponent five times; but 
t.Tis can take less than a minute (and 
tlie maximum time allowed is four 
minutes). Each encounter requires 
concentration, to discover at once the 
opponents' strengths and 
weaknesses. A single lapse of 
attention can lose the bout. 

'Altitude' plays a big part: bouts can 
be won or lost before they begin. 


I Fencers never do a pre-match warm 
up with their opponents, as tennis 
players do It could give'away itoo 
mucli 

However much other things 
change, the basic idea—to hit without 
being hit—stays the same. Old fencing 
manuals show that many of the 
positions and movements are still 
much the same as they were 300 years 
ago. Maybe the ancient art of 
d'Artagnan, Cyrano, and 
Scaramouchedoes, after all, lurk 
below the surface of the modern sport. 
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[orgottcn. The scene was repeated in 
every stadium in which a game was 
played in Braril that afternoon. 


T he details of the Formula 
One crash at Imola had not 
yet reached Brazil at the time 
but the anxiety continued to 
grow. The streets of busy Rio were 
soon deserted when people realised 
the magnitude of the crash—an 
accident that took away from them, 
their most adored countryman—an 


accident that took away from F1, one 
of the finest drivers who had ever 
graced the cockpit of an FI car. 

Perhaps Ayrton Senna had an idea 
of what was in store for him. At the 
beginning of the '94 FI season when 
the FIA banned the use of high-tech 
gizmos from the cars—namely the use 
of active suspensions, traaion 
controls, anti-lock brakes and 
continuously variable transmissions 
to iron out the disparity among the 
competing teams—Senna had voiced 


BYK.O.JACOe 


"Ole-ole-ole—ola Sen-na, Sen-na", 
screamed the 100,000 soccer fans that 
fateful day on 1st May. as they clapped 
their hands in unison to pay their last 
respects to Bra/.iTs most loved 
sporting hero. The soccer match 
between Flamengo and Vasco that 
they were watching in theMaracana 
Stadium at Rio die Janerio was soon 


RohIhuJ i <t A vrion Senna in liic 
i'Cijtitnt/iq ni tin' scautii. Forniuhi 
One was tyviialiscii h\ new 
ri fill lie',, n e ii i<>ni rover\ies 
(iitii (t new I. itiitnpion 
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his displeasure. He had then told a 
Brazilian newspaper, "It's goint; to be 
a season with lots of accidents. And I'll 
risk saying we ll be lucky if something 
really serious docs not happen." 

In facn, it seemed that Senna was 
indeed missing the computer- aided 
technology that was banned from his 
Williams car. In the opening race of 
the season,he spun into the gravel and 
out of the race. Schumacher won the 
race, a full lap ahead of the rest of the 
pack. In the next race at Aida, Japan 


Senna spun out of the tracks on the 
first turn hitting Ferrari's Nicola Carini 
and was out of the race. Schumacher 
won this one too, a clear 75 secs, 
ahead of Gerhard Berger who came 
second. 

Senna who had disappointed his 
countrymen at the Brazilian GP and 
then failed at Japan too, realised that 
he had to make amends at the San 
Marino GP if he was to win back the 
adulation of racing af icionados all 
over the world, specially in Brazil. 


Prsvioiitly it was Sanaa and Pratt and now it's 
Schumacnar (right) and Damon Hill. Though of 
contrasting porsonalitios this naw rivalry 
providas some colour to the world of FI racing 

But it was not to be. After he saw 
the remains of Roland Ratzenberger's 
wrecked car vvhich had crashed 
during the qualifying rounds at 
Imola and subsequently heard of his 
death, it was as if he saw the prelude to 
his own end. Senna even rang up his 
24-year-old girlfriend and told her 
that he did not want to race on that 
Sunday. And when his Williams 
Renault FW16 failed to negotiate the 
sweeping left turn called Tamburello 
at the San Marino Grand Prix in 
Imola, Italy his car rocketed off the 
circuit and into a concrete retaining 
wall, the impact was so instantaneous 
at 186 mph that he could not have 
shifted his eyes from the open track 
ahead in time for him to see the way. 

F I had lost its most acclaimed hero 
but life had moved on and 
suddenly German Michael 
Schumacher of Benetton Ford who 
had won the first three races found his 
name being mentioned with the same 
awe and respea normally 
reserved for FI all-time greats. 

For a man who before the season 
began had remarked, "We are still a 
team of the future. I think we can now 
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talk, seriously about our target; being 
able to clinch the No.2 team spot, but I 
do not think we can beat Williams." 
the spotlight was focussed a little too 
harshly on him for comfort. 

Though he was much too fast for 
the rest of the FI pack that trailed him 
in the first four races, Schumacher 
and everyone concerned with FI 
racing realised one fact: Formula One 
as a sport did not have a hero. And 
Schumacher did not help things much 
by coming out in print and claiming 
that his arch rival Damon Hill did not 
have the character nor the personality 
to become the FI champion. 

Probably 'Spoonface' (the 
nickname given to Schumacher by his 
peers) had no business making this 
remark, but, it underlined the 
problem facing FI. Fans were 
deprived of a role model, an idol that 
they could venerate. Damon Hill was 
too staid, and too mundane to interest 
the FI fans whose emotions were 
always turbo charged. Schumacher 
liiough a bachelor and only 
25-yean.-old lacked an 'image', and 
had not yet acqui red the personality 
that the public could easily accept. The 
faa that he won his races too easily did 
not go down well with FI fans who till 
the last sea.son were used to the fierce 
rivalry that existed between Prosi and 
Senna both on and off the rating 
tracks. 

The Ians demanded that they be 
treated to some fierce racing action, 
some nailbiting finishes, but their 
wishes were denied. Schumacher was 
too good for the rest, and his cool 
driving made sure that the second best 
Hill was left behind trailing in the 
smoke from Schumacher's exhaust. 
Their driving and their personalities 
were such that the competition they 
embodied did not elicit the passionate 
emotions from the followers of the 
sport. Though Schumacher was never 
thought to have been a real contender 
for the title at the start of the year, at 
least FI had in Senna a 
larger-than-life figure, an egoist with 
a suicidal streak in him, but a driving 
genius nevertheless. 

In the middle of the season before 
the British GP at Silverstone, 
Schumacher had a 27 point lead over 


Damon Hill. The accolades that were 
paid to Senna at the beginning of the 
season were now being paid to 
Schumacher. Mid-way through 
people started taking notice of his 
superb calculated driving skills, his 
ability to withstand pressure and the 
inherent talent that by now had 
begun to surface. 

Williams Renault were so taken 
aback by Schumacher's virtual 
domination that they persuaded Nigel 
Mansell to return to FI racing. The 
41 -year-old Mansell agreed on the 
condition that he would only race for 
Williams-Renault when his Indy Car 
schedule permitted him to do so. 

A record 10,000 people gathered to 
see Mansell test drive his car at 


Nigal MbiimII holds aloft (ho winnon trophy 
oftor winning tho Australian GP. This was his 
first win sines ho came back to PI racing 

Magny-Cours before the French GP 
where he spun off and later said, "I got 
it vmrong and the first spin woke me 
up. I just can't believe so many people 
have turned up for what was meant to 
be a private test and I am 
overwhelmed by the response." But 
after finishing second to Hill in the 
qualifiers he had to retire in the main 
race due to mechanical problems. 
Though he had claimed that he could 
win another world title "without 
batting an eyelid", people were not 
too impressed. But at least FI now had 
a 'personality'. 
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It was at this junaure that the tide 
suddenly changed. Schumacher who 
had looked certain of becoming 
Germany’s first world champion, 
suddenly found himself in all sons of 
problems. A disqualification Irom the 
British GP for not observing a black 
flag, $ 25,000 fine, a two-race 
suspension, and further 
disqualification from the Belgian GP 
when his Benetton Ford's underbody 
skid-block was found to be undersize 
(that too after he had won the race), 
all put a big question mark over the 
title—and over Schumacher's racing 
future. 

Schumacher's lead over Damon Hill 
started decreasing thanks to his 
suspension and to some inspired 
driving by Hiil and the final race at 
Adelaide saw them separated by a 
mere one point. The season which till 
now was dull suddenly promised a 
nail-biting finish, a finale never before 
recorded in the history of FI racing. 

Schumacher starting on the front 
row of the grid alongside Nigel 
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Damon Hill in tho Monaco GP pocBaa a 
Brazilian flag put tliora by Senna's tupportors 
to pay trlbuto to tbair doad hero 

Mapsell made a blinding start and led 
the field, headed by Hill. They came in 
for their first pit stop at the end of the 
18th lap together, but then the 
outcome of both the race and the 
Championship was decided on lap 
36, Schumacher had led all the way 
when his Benetton-Ford went off the 
track, hit the wall and came back onto 
the circuit. 

As Schumacher regained control 
and braked for a right hard bend. Hill 
seized the opportunity and drove up 
the inside of the turn. Schumacher 
pulled across and a collision occurred. 
The Benetton almost lipped over and 
went off the circuit. Schumacher's 
race was over and vvith it his chances 
of winning the Championship. As 
Schumacher walked back to the pits 
he was surprised to hear that the story 
had been reversed. Hill who had gone 
to the pits with a puncture could not 


finish the race as the front wishbone 
of his Williams was damaged and he 
could only step out of his car and retire. 

This crash between the top 
contenders reminded one of the 
Prost-Senna collision at Suzuka in '92. 
it was only much later that Senna 
accepted that he had deliberately 
rammed into Frost's car to ensure 
Frost didn't gamer any points and that 
he won the championship. But over 
here both the drivers involved 
squashed any thoughts of the collision 
being deliberate. But Alain Frost who 
witnessed the aaion at Adelaide this 
year said, "what he did shows that 
Schumacher is a real driver, a racer. 

He did it just instinctively. He closed 
the door. It was the only thing he 
could do, and he did it. It was an 
aggressive aa of defensive driving." 
Nigel Mansell went on to win the 
Adelaide race, his first win since he 
came back to FI racing. 

If the '94 F1 season proved 
anything, it was this; Michael 
Schumacher was the supreme driver 
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Safety of FI drivan WM tlw moct debatml topic 
on tho eirciiit this yoar. Two drivora feat thoir 
livot and thora wore aonw tpoctaeiilar 
eraalwa. Hare, marehalla inapoct tho wreckage 
of Karl Wondlingar'a car after ha craabad in ttw 
Monaco 6P and (inaotitba drhrar being niahed 
off to boapital. Luckily Wondlingor nrenagod to 




on the FI circuit this year and no one 
came even close enough to challenge 


his supremacy. In fact, Schumacher 
won the title participating only in 14 
races, winning 9 of them, and 
being banned from two. Hill won only 
five races out of the 16 he participated 
in and of the five, Schumacher 
qualified for only one. So for all 
purposes Hill had defeated 


Schumacher in just one race. 


Another aspea that took 


prominence this year was the safety 
faaor and next year will surely see 
more changes. By 1995F1 cars will be 
altogether different, with severely 
reduced aerodynamics, a mandatory 
drop in horsepower from the current 
800 plus to below 600 and 


significantly improved passive safety 


measures for drivers, possibly even 
the inclusion of air-bags for the first 
time inF-1 racing. 

Senna's death overshadowed all 


activities on the FI circuit this year. 
Two deaths in the span of a weekend 
—the first in the last 12 years of F1 
racing—once again started the debate 
on the safety factor in racing and 
initiated major changes in the 
construction of cars. And Michael 
Schumacher proved that he had the 
skill and the 'character' to take over 
the mantle left behind by Senna. 1995 
should see no major changes in the 
drivers line-up, but will see Michael 
Schumacher getting top billing. If he 
races the way he did this year, there 
will be no denying him the 

Championship.yet again. For, if FI 

lost one great hero this year, it found 
another who had the potential to fill 
that gap. IP 
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FOCUS 


"WE'VE ONLY 
JUST BEGUN!' 


DAVID McMAHON looks at the cricketing battles that are yet to 
come between England and Australia in the next few months 
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"I always used 
to get fired up 
before a Test 
series with 
England. I 
reckon I 
always used to 
find an extra 
yard or two of 
pace against 
them."— 
Dennis Lillee 


'*«■ T's this way, mate. II you step into the 
§ lion's den, you don't wake him up and 
1 put him in a foul mood by roaring in his 
Jlivface. you'd imagine Mike Atherton 
would know things like this Alter all, he is a 
cultured man, an educated man, and, to boot, 
captain of England as well. 

But no. What does he do as soon as he sets 
loot on Australian soiP He warns his lads 
about playing "soft” cricket against the Old 
Enemy in the Ashes series that is now 
unfolding. And if that was not bad enough, 
fast bowler Devon Malcolm went one siep 
further. The very thought of repeating what 
he said makes me fearful. Shall I chance it'? All 
right, here is what the aforesaid Mi.ster 
Malcolm said, in black and white He 
reckoned the Australians are scared of him. 

Yep, you heard me the first time. Scared ol 
himi When the Australian batsman finished 
laughing over that one, they set about making 
Mister Malcolm eat his words. Remember 
what happened to another so-called 
Englishman, Tony Greig, when he said he 
would make the opposition grovel? 


Actually, there is more than just a solitary 
touch of deja vu about this English side. 
Following closely behind Atherton as he came 
through the Customs and Immigration 
barrier a few weeks ago were two of the old 
stagers, Graham Gooch of Essex and Mike 
Gatting of Middlesex. Both have captained 
England in the 'Test arena, both have 
formidable records against every cricketing 
country in the world. And both, no doubt, will 
hog some ol the headlines during this tour. 

Actually, speaking of old-timers, the 
English tourists faced a few veterans in a 
representative game in Western Australia in 
their first week here. Among the local lads 
were a ctmple of blokes who used to bowl a 
bit: Dennis Lillee and Jeff Thomson. They got 
talking with Lillee before the game and he 
admitted, "1 always used to get fired up before 
a Test series with England. I reckon I always 
used to find an extra yard or two of pace 
against them." And what about now, Dennis? 
The West Australian boy grinned, showing 
those famous shark's teeth. "Aaaaah, I'd be 
lucky to find an extra inch now," Then the 
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double entendre occurred to him and the 
snagnle-ioothed grin turned into a chuckle. 

Fast bowling is playing a major role in this 
series, but Australia's batsmen have just had a 
taste of the pace of Waqar Younis and Wasim 
Akram. Well, make that two Tests actually, 
because Younis and Akram pulled out of the 
third Test in a bizarre move that bore more 
ihan |usi a passing resemblance to a boycott. 
Whether they were protesting against too 
many of Salim Malik's relatives being in the 
Pakistani Test team or not, is still not clear. 

The pomi is, Mark Taylor's side has 
returned Irom a losing series in a country 
whiTc no Australian side has won a Test 
match lor years. The record books show 
that Australia lost that series 1 -0, but in 
teality, a missed stumping off, what was the 
last ball m the first Test, was all that separated 
the two teams. Had Ian Healy succeeded in the 
stumping, Australia would have won the Test 
and the senes, because the next two Tests 
were drawn, with Salim Malik scoring a 
double century m the second Test and a 
century in the third 

To be true, injuries prevented Australia 


from fielding its best bowling attack in 
Pakistan, but Australia dropped 1 i catches in 
that series, while Pakistan dropped only six 
The Aussies can't afford to repeat that 
performance against the Poms. They could 
however do with Shane Warne's 18 wickets 
in the series and performances like Damien 
Fleming’s Test hat-irick on debut. And be 
warned, Australia's batting now has 
considerably more flair itian ever before, with 
Michael Bevan cementing his place in a 
line-up that includes Mark Waugh and 
Michael Slater 

Bevan has taken Allan Border's place in the 
line up and while he was unlucky to miss a 
Test century, his natural talent has been 
supplemented by three Tests in a to> ;gh 
environment The Australian batting looks so 
solid that even a player of the class of 
Tasmania's Ricky Footing, a consistently big 
scorer who made a double century in the first 
week of November, is not getting a look into 
the eleven. 

England will continue to hope that the 
experience of Gooch and Gatting, as well as 
the combined pace of its bowlers, will in the 
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end help amend its record against Australia. 

In previous Ashes series, Australia's winning 
margin has been 4-0, 3-0 and 4-1 respectively, 
but Mark Taylor knew Irom the start that this 
contest could be harder-fought. "They have 
what looks like a very strong side on paper. 
Their batting looks strong. They've got some 
good quickies, so they're going to take some 
beating," he had said, shortly after his return 
from Pakistan. 

And il Taylor was quaking in his boots 
because England manager, former captain 
Keith Fletcher, said his side had plenty of 
firepower, it certainly did not show. "We 
came off a series against Pakistan who had 
Wasim Akram and Waqar Younis and they're 
not the slowest bowlers around either," said 
Taylor. "Obviously the wickets over here are 
going to have a little more bounce than they 
did in Pakistan, but Wasim and Waqar have 
440 Test wickets between them. They're 
obviously a decent set of bowlers." 

So, what does Mister Mark Taylor, leader of 
Australia's cricket team, think of Mister 
Devon Malcolm, spearhead of England's 
much vaunted bowling attack"^ "I've faced 
him," said Taylor of Malcolm, "when he's 
taken 3-30 and I've faced him when he's 
taken 1 - 1 00," pointing to the Englishman's 
inconsistency. Taylor also reckons Australia 
has plenty m the way of bowling firepower to 
throw at the tourists and points out that Merv 
Hughes and Paul Reiffel, despite their 
undoubted class, did not even win a place on 
the tour of Pakistan 

Make no mistake, about this England side, 
though. They are not exactly easybeats,' as 
they were in the last three Ashes series. They 
have a fair bit to prove and they have the guts 
and determination to do it They look a fairly 
ctimplctc side in every sense of the word and 
the ominous sign is that Graeme Hick, so often 
ridiculed as a Test player, looks set for big 
things on this tour. Forget, too, the fact that 
England's team members are drawn from a 
variety of countries around the globe and the 
fact that Martin McCague, despite hts England 
blazer, is really an Austraiiari lad 

And if the Poms are short ol a bloke, they 
can call on a likely chap by the name ol Ian 
Botham, who is also in this wide, sunburnt 
country, albeit as a tourist, promoting his 
autobiography. He is as Bothamesque as ever. 
On a Sunday sports programme recently, he 
was asked about whether he missed cricketing 
excitement and, being a keen (and fairly 
accomplished) golfer, .he replied simply, "No, 
I'd rather have a birdie to give me a 69." 0 
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MAILBAG 


Spiendid 

Win 

TTATSOt^to AXharuddlo mi 
XXhis team for puiUag off a 
spkndid win in the final of the 
Mfflls Worid Series Cup. the 
Whole team played very well. The 
Selection Cmnmittee also 
deserves kudos for sui^iending 
Manoj Prabhalcar and Nayan 
Mongia for two matches for their 
ineairiVcable display of ^w 
ban^ In the overs. ButI 
can't help but say a few words of 
praise for the Eden Gardens 
crowd. 

It's a knowledgeable crowd, 
quite Intetllgem and exciting to 
watch. The final on November 
5th Was a classic example 
though it was a one-side match, 
you could watch the anucs of the 
crowd and you'd never feel bored 

Keep h up Cakuttans and Eden 
GardemI 
KAUSHH^I«>Y, 

Mstwathtta 
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ANALYSIS 


I N the mid-Seventies, when a 
Western Australian named 
Dennis Lillee and a 
Queenslander named Jeff 
Thomson were carving up the pride ol 
England's batting, there was a retrain 
that went: "Ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust. If Lillee don't get ya, Thommo 
must". Now almost two decades later, 
t he Ashes Series is undei way and 
England fast bowler Devon Malcolm, 
on whose broad shoulders ride a 
goodly proportion of England's hopes, 
was ruled out of the first Test. 

Injured, you ask. No. Hampered by 
(loor form, you ask. No. Actually the 


ASHESTO 


ASHES... 

...Dust to Dust. The Poms get a taste of the Aussie 
thrust. David McMahon's update on the Ashes series 






l»ig man was ruled out on the basis of 
chicken pox! Ashes to ashes, dust to 
dust. If the Aussies don't get ya, 
chicken pox must. 

Actually, it's no laughing matter. 
Two Australians, batsman Michael 
Bevan and wicketkeeper and 
vice-captain Ian Healy also 
complained of feeling flat and listless 
the day before the first Test and were 
examined for the possibility of 
chicken pox. Both cricketers, 
however, were given a clean bill of 
health. 



in the side in Brisbane for the opening 
Test on this scries. His sequence of 64 
consecutive Test matches for 
Australia was broken on in the final 
Test against Pakistan. A broken left 
thumb sustained during a one-daycr 
in Rawalpindi meant that he was 
ruled out of the last of three Tests and 
was replaced by New South 
Welshman Phil Emery, who was 
flown out as an emergency measure. 

Healy's thumb only came out of 
plaster the week before the first Test 
and even though he did not play the 
Sheffield Shield match against New 
South Wales in Sydney, the Test 
selectors were confident enough to 
include him in the twelve for Brisbane 
and he was declared fit to take his 
place in the playing eleven. 

There were a few rumbles in the 
England camp three days before the 
Brisbane Test. Ray Illingworth the 
chairman of the England selectors and 
still home on English soil, made com 
ments that seemed more than mildly 
critical of touring captain Mike 
Atherton. At this stage it is worth 
mentioning that it was Illingworth's 
unqualified support for Atherton that 
enabled him to keep the captain's |ob 
after his suitability was publicfy 
questioned after the 
dirt-in-the-pockel alfairat Lord's 
earlier this year 

On the question ol communication 
between him and Atherton on the 
current tour of Australia, Illingworth 
said forthrightly, "I've not heard from 
him so 1 only assume there arc no 
problems. But I would have thought 
he would have given me a tinkle. It's 
much easier for him to ring me than 
the other way round because 1 don't 
know when they are practising or 
when they are going to bi in the 
hotel." 

Illingworth also revealed he was 
unhappy about Atherton's statement, 
in which he hinted that pace bowler 
Angus Fraser should have been in the 
original tour party. "Saying what he 
did reflected badly on the other 
bowlers at a time when he should be 
building up his confidence." He said 
Fraser should not play in the Test after 

Healy give* Atherton a icara 



Thera ware • few rumbles 
in the England camjp three 
days before the Brisbane 
Test. Ray Illingworth, the 
chairman of the England 
selectors and still home on 
English soil, made 
comments that seemed 
more than mildly critical of 
touring captain Mike 
Atherton 


being called up because of Devon 
Malcolm's bout with chicken pox. 

"We have picked our bowling 
attack and we should stick to that. If 
only another bowler goes down 
should Fraser be called into the side. If 
Mike had rung me, I would also have 
asked him why Steve Rhodes has been 
ojiening the bailing on a couple ol 
occasions and not Craig White. 
Everyone says Craig can't yet bat at 
number six in Test matches because 
he's not making hundreds, but I 
would have thought that putting him 
in first would have given him the ideal 
opportunity to do just that." 

Illingworth also questioned the 
policy of resting players early on the 
tour. "Given the results so far, I would 
have thought that a couple more days 
in the nets would have been put in. 

We have been a bit inconsistent " 

But Atherton jilayed down any 
suggestion that he and Illingworth no 
longer saw eye-to-eye. "There are no 
problems between Illy and myself," 
Atherton said. "When 1 rang him, 1 
was actually unaware of his 
comments, until he told me, but it was 
an amicable conversation." It might 
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well be that Atherton has diverted the 
issue with greater aplomb than Sir 
Francis Drake did when he dealt with 
the Spanish Armada. 

Meanwhile, the going has been a 
little harder than usual for some noted 
V'lciorian cricketers, Damien Fleming 
was named for the first Test, which 
was no real suntrise, given his 
hat-trick against Pakistan, but Merv 
Hughes and Paul Reiffcl missed out. 
Hughes was overlooked for the series 
against Pakistan and although 
Australian coach Bob Simpson 
warned, "Don't wine him off," the big 
man is still no closer to playing a Test 
match, despite perlorming well in a 
Sheffield Shield match in Hobart the 
weekend before the Brisbane Test, 
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"Shane is a 
bit of a wizard. It is 
certainly nice to have him 
in the arsenal" 


though he has been selected for the 
Australian 'A' team. 

No less a person than Allan Border 
has been fairly public in his support 
for Hughes, and it was Border, if you 
remember, who told Hughes in 1 988 
that hisbecr-and-pizza gut was, er, 
shall we say, a trifle too generous for a 
top-flight cricketer. Hughes is 33 now 
and although he had the Englishmen 
intimidated during the last Ashes 


series, it is virtually impossible to see 
him being called up for a Test match 
u nless one or more of the fast bowlers 
—Craig McDermott, Glen McGrath 
and Damien Fleming—breaks down. 

Another Victorian, Dean Jones, is 
on the sidelines. Ignored for the last 
Ashes series, the Victorian captain 
made a seemingly hasty retirement 
announcement at the end of the series 
against South Africa. Bui shortly alter, 
the Australian Cricket Board 
announced that a second Australian 
side, called the Australian A team, 
would play the World Series 
limited-overs internationals this 
summer. Jones then made it known 
that he would come out of retirement 
if the ACB picked him as captain of the 
'A' team. However, as tar as the ACB 
was concerned. Jones has retired from 
international cricket and therefore 
cannot be picked for the Australian 
side 

Ironically, Jones has been in fine 
form in the Sfieflicld Shield, scoring 
374 runs, including two centuries at 
an average ol 69, But it seems he has 
well and truly burnt his bridges. 

"I'm not taking it lightly'and that's 
why I haven't rushed into it," he said, 
oi the need to make a decisjon of 
renouncing his retirement, "for 
anyone who knows me, my word is 
my word and 1 don’t like going back 
on it." He did. But was still left out of 
the Australian 'A' team. 

But Shane Warne didn't go back on 
his promise that he would do a repeat 
of his last Ashes performance. At 
Brisbane, he put an end to any heroics 
the Englishmen may have 
contemplated in their second knock. 
Warne's devastating spin which got 
him 8 for 71 earned him 
well-deserved praise from his captain. 
"Shane is a bit of a wizard. It is 
certainly nice to have him in your 
arsenal." 

And if England have to salvage their 
pride in the next few Tests then they 
have to derive their own weaponry to 
counter Warne's firepower. 
Otherwise, yet another obituary will 
be written lamenting the death of 
English cricket. And the Ashes will 
remain Down Under. # 
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Without her, women's 
tennis will never quite be 
the same again 


A WOMAN 


BY ROBIN CHATTERJEE 

W IMBLEDON will no longer be 
the same again. Not on your 
life. And next year, when the 
much 'awaited' fortnight is 
over, there will be an entirely new and strange 
sort of emptiness that will be hanging in the 
air. Like little clouds bobbing over the 
hallowed turf, providing us with an entirely 
new sort of silence...a kind of ominous 
boredom. 

What the heck, what do you expea? The 
show would have been over. 1 mean can't we 
just settle for the squeals of ecstacy that will 
have gone up for Brooke and Andre. Squeals 
that will be hanging right up there in the 
rafters. 

We can. But things just won't be the same 
anymore. Jimbo doesn't come around 
anymore. And Mac the Mouth has been 
reduced to just that, a voice on the box. It’s 
true that tennis needs all the colourful 
charaaers that it can get, but the final nail was 
driven into the coffin when Martina 
Navratilova announced her retirement from 
the game last month. And with that women's 
tennis will never be the same again. Because 
you see, for many years, Martina was 
women's tennis. 

Ever since she half strode, half skipped into 
tennis stadiums all over the world—and she 
did that till her last match—^Martina 
Navratilova broke records. But her true 
greatness lies in the faa that over the years 
that she played her tennis, Martina perhaps 
singlehandediy was responsible for elevating 
the game from the realms of a sport to that of a 
science. And then again, at the age of 37. after 
having transformed the face of the game, the 
tennis star began to manage her decline just as 
she managed her career for 22 years: adroitly 
and outspokenly. 

No wonder that even in 1993, Martina's 
penultimate year on the circuit, she won 4 
titles and was ranked as high as No. 3 on the 
computer. She has already won more 
tournament titles than any man or woman in 
a sport 'hat is one of the few professions 
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prepared to anoint an individual as its best. 

And perhaps that is what attracted this 
perfectionist to tennis in the first place. 'When 
I was 18, that was my goal; to be No. 1 and to 
win Wimbledon.' And she fulfilled both her 
aims repeatedly—her nine Wimbledon 
singles championships remain an 
unprecendentcd achievement and she 
finished the year as world No. 1 seven times 
between 1978 and 1992. 

But then age as they say is a great leveller 
and the diva soon realised that the pay-offs 
were getting less and less. She ultimately 
came to terms with the fact that the on-court 
rewards were not commensurate with the 
endless regimen of travel and training. That 
no matter how many sit-ups and push-ups 

PROFESSIONAL SPOm 


tlwiIhrataliMhwIntlioiw alWbnbMonthityur 
whan (final) thaihockwi thatanniafrataniitvliy 
nacbingthafiaalt 


she endured, they were no longer a logical 
path to a grand slam crown. 

The point is this: even though Navratilova 
has earned 18 grand slam titles her last slam 
viaory came at Wimbledon three years ago. 
This reality was hard to accept for someone 
who defeaed from Czechoslovakia as a 
teenager and whase leading motivation for 
this emotionally terrifying decision was her 
personal conviction that she had to be the 
best. And today, after having fulfilled all her 
goals, Navratilova announced another 
terrifying career move: retirement. 

"I shouldn't say that I'm looking forward to 
leading a normal life, because I don't know 
what normal is," she confessed. But the fact is 
that she has enforced her decision and has 
made the transition to an everyday life where 
her self image is no longer linked to a 
computer ranking. 

And her announcement was not a moment 
too soon, as she claimed, "I've been in the 
twilight of my career longer than most people 
have had careers. I don't sec anybody else 
playing 20 something years, but somebody 
may break my records, and I'm not going to 
lose sleep over it In fact, that's the way to get 
my moment in the limelight again, when 
somebody breaks my record." 

O nc of Martina's greatest contributions to 

her sport was that she singlehandedly lifted 
women's tennis to a different realm. Her aim 
in life, as she puts it, has always been to be 'In 
the now, instead of the then,' and Navratilova 
has almost always put her goals into 
perspective. 

Who else could transform sport for women 
by adopting the discipline of men—lifting 
weights, running sprints and following a rigid 
carbohydrate loaded diet But that wasn't all, 
she also emphasised mental preparation as 
much as the physical, supplanting the 
customary touring coach and tennis father 
with 'Team Navratilova', which comprised a 
loyal coterie of trainers, playing partners 
dieticians and shrinks. The result was that the 
podgy, flabby tennis player soon looked like 
someone who stepped out of a Charles Atlas 
manual. 

But then again, she was almost like an 
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enigma. In spite of imposing her physical 
presence, Navratilova played a game of 
unusual civility. It was almost as though she 
were indulging in an intelleaual exercise: 
elegant and refined. She almost forced her 
fans to bring their opera glasses. 

And given the fact that today a game of 
tennis invites comparisons with nuclear 
warfare, it was surprising to see Manina 
indulge in ballet rather than a brawl; giving us 
visions of the Bolshoi rather than the back 
alley. And once in a while, she would suffer 
from that abrupt collapse in concentration 
and go on to lose a match, just so that she 
could stay in touch with reality. It was no big 
deal. It was what former player-turned- 
commentator Mary Carillo termed as a 
'Martina meltdown.' 

Dinosaurs may be in vogue, but Navratilova 
till the age of 38, had managed to stay out of 
tennis' version of Jurassic Park by 
maintaining her eminence in a sport that 
favoured women in pom-poms, pigtails, and 
frilled panties. 

But her tennis wasn't the only thing special 
about Navratilova. Over and above the 168 
titles that she has won, Navratilova in the long 
run will be remembered for the brutal 
honesty with which she lived her life. She 
lived almost always 'In the now' and this 
became her mantra through the ups and 
downs that she encountered. 

There was nothing ever artificial or plastic 
about Navratilova. No initiated campaigns by 
her or by anyone to make her appear to be 


THE NAVRATILOVA 
DECADE’ 

Martina’s year by year tournament 
wins from 1974-1983 
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COIORSPOBI 


In cpitt of har ftniHMino 
■b^ical protoneo aho itill 
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"1 knew I had 
feelings for 
women. But 1 
didn't realise 
it was sexual, 
until it 
happened. 
And then in 
the morning, I 
said, 'I guess 

rUbeUkethis 

for the rest of 
my life.' And 
oh boy, 
because 1 
really felt at 
home, I felt 
very 

comfortable 
with a 
woman"... 
Martina 
Navratilova 


THE NAVRATILOVA 
DECADE’ 

Mtrtina's year by year tournament 
wins from 1984-1994 
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LOOKING BACK 



sutnelhing that she was not In a sports 
industry that beams its searchlights upon 
those athletes who could make the ideal 
role-models, here was someone who held her 
own to the test of human abilities like 
courage, the conviction to stand by her beliefs 
and the commitment to implement it in the 
course of her day-to day-Iife 
The modern day athlete would, in most 
caseSjbe a self-centred individual But not 
Navratilova This can be well illustrated by use 
of an example while leaving Centre Court at 
Wimbledon for the last time after she had 
fought a classic final duel with Conchita 
Martinez this year, a tearful Martina found a 
moment to salute a loimer president of 
another country and not the one she was in 
As Navratilova took her final steps out of the 
Centre Court holding the silver salver that 
symbolised her defeat she spotted F W de 
Klerk of South Africa in the Royal Box 


MARTINA'S GRAND SLAM CONQUESTS 


SINGLES 


AuttrUwiOpwQ) 

tsei Mwtifta beat Chrtt Eiwt 6-7 6-4,7-5 
Martina beet Jonfan 6-2,7-S 

1985 Martna beat Chna Evan Uoyd 6-2 4-6,6-2 

Pr>nph0pm(2) 

1882 Martina beat Andiea Jaeger 7-6,6-1 
1984 Beet Cbria Evert Uoyd 6-3,6-1 

WltnWdofl(9) 

1978 Martina beat Chrta Evert 2-6,64,7-5 

1979 Martina beat Chns Evert Uoyd 6-4,6-4 
19B2 Martina beat Chna Evert Lk^ 61,36,62 

1883 Martina beat Andrea Jaeger 60,63 
1984 Martina beat Cnris Evert Uoyd 76,62 
19U Martma beat Chris Evert Uoyd 46,63,6-2 

1986 Martina beat Hwia MandWtova 76,63 

1987 Martina beat Steffi Qraf 7-5,63 

1890 Martina beat Zina Qarriaon 64,61 

1963 Martina beat Chris Evert Uoyd 6-1,63 
1984 Martina beat Chris Evert Uo^ 46,64,64 

1986 Martina beat Helena Sukova 6S, 62 

1987 Maitma beat Steffi Gnat 76,61 


WOMEN'S DOUBLES 


I AuOrffiflanOptnffl 

i960 Martina-6etsyNagelsanbeat 64,64 
A Kiyoniuii-C Reynolds 
1982 Marbna-Raffl Shaver beat 64,62 
CKohde-EPfaff 

1883 Martina-Ram Shnvar beat 64.67,62 
AHobbe-WTwnbull 


1964 

Martffifr-Pwn Shrtver beat 

63,64 

C Kohde-Kto^ and H Sutova 


1985 

Maffine-Pam Shrtver bttt 

63,64 

1 C Kohde-4<tech and H Sukova 

1967 

Martlne-Pem Shrtver beat 
ZQarnson-L IfcNeil 

61,60 

1988 

Maitna-f am Shnvar beat 
CEvert-WTurreiull 

60.7-5 

1988 

Martma-Pam Shrtvar beat 

P Fendidc-d Hetberington 

Eiii«aLaBtn.(n 

36,63,6-2 

1875 

Martma-Chrts Evert beat 

J Anlhony-O^Morozova 

63,62 

1982 

Martina-A Smith beat 
RCasala-WTumbull 

63,64 

1964 

Martina-Shrtvar beat 

67,63,62 

C KohcMCilsch and H MandHkova 

1986 

Martma-Shnver beat 
Kohde-KHach and Sukova 

46,62,6-2 

1986 

Martma-A Temesvan beat 
Qraf-SM»bni 

61,62 

1987 

Marbna-Shnverbaat 

Qraf-Sabahni 

62,61 

1988 

Mertina-Shnverbeat 
Kohde-Kilsch and Sukova 

WhBbtwlonm 

62,76 

1978 

Martna-Chria Evert beat 
BMa Jean Kmg-B Stove 

61.36,76 

1978 

MtftkiiHBMe Jean beet 
BStwe-WTumbirii 

67,63,62 

1881 

Maffine-Shiivarbeei 

KJordaiHASrnffii 

63,76 

1882 

MartiMhaMivartMM 

KJonfart-ASiiitti 

64.61 

1983 

Martbia-Shrtvarbaat 

RCaaMe-WTunffiuH 

62,6-2 

1984 

MWtlmhSMwbiMt 

JartarHSmNi 

63,64 

1998 

Marffiu-^hrtvarbaat 

MandMove-tiMbii 

61.63 





1977 

Martina-B stove beat 

R Riohards-B Stuart 

61,76 

1978 

Martma-Billis Jean beat 

76,64 


Q Reid-Tgmbull 


1980 

Martma-BiWe Jean beat 

76,76 


Shnver-Slove 


1963 

Martina-Shriverbeat 

R Faitbank-<: Reynolds 

67 61,63 

1984 

Martma-Shriverbeat 

62,64 


AHobba-Tumbuy 


1M6 

Martina-Shnverbaat 

MandUkova-Tumbull 

64,36,63 

1987 

Martina-Sbnver beat 

6-7,64,62 


Jordan-E Smylle 


1989 

Martine-Madlikova beat 

M J Fernandez-Shnver 

67,64,64 

1990 

Marhna—Q Fernandez best 

62,64 


J Novotna-Sukova 


■ MIXED DOUBLES | 


FronehC^tZ) 


1974 

Marttna-Molina beat 
MLara-RDamnn 

63,63 

1985 

Marffiia-H Qunihardi beat 

26,63,62 


F Gonzalaz-P Sfflffii 


Wta^MadonCi) 


1965 

Maffina-P MoNamae beat 

76,46,62 



63,64 


TNIIaaarbJiilBdtogref 


USO(Mn(2) 


1995 

Martkift-OurtthsiditNal 

JHzganW-ESfflyle 

63,64 

1867 

«taftli»-£Sanchazbeat 

64,67,?6 


PAmaGona-BNioaiaan 

* 


fin 
















she made eye contaa, and she bowed. 

"My hat goes off to him," she said later, 
always aware of the ever changing world 
arovmd her. 

And Navratilova was more often than rujt, 
aware of most of the things that took place 
around her. This is highlighted by the fact that 
there came a time towards the end of her 
playing days when she retired to the 


pressrooms after playing her matches, where 
she spoke briefly and blandly about her play, 
but was ready to cross swords with anyone 
who wanted to discuss issues. 

But sadly for her, conservative corporate 
America did not believe that this complex, 
intelligent and amazingly honest woman was 
worthy of endorsing any of its produas. Toadd 
to her problems she played in the era of Chris 


Navratikmi't 
graatMt drawback 
according to Corporate 
Amarioa 

was that aha was brutally 
honaataboutharlHa 
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LOOKING B ACK 





Witbairt Navratilova tannis 
just won't ba the came 
anymore. 


Kven who was tennis' version oi 'Barbie. 
Even though Martina tops the prize-money 
earnings lisi with over $20 million, commerce 
prclerred Evert. Navratilova didn't .stand a 
chance. She was just too real, as if that in itself 
were a crime. "But I'd rather have it like this 
than pretend to be Miss Heterosexual 
America," she shot back. 


And while we dwell on how honest 
Navratilova really was, let us not forget to 
remind ourselves that she will be 
remembered as someone who lived as an 
open homosexual' while competing with 
dignity at the highest level of her sp6n. The 
world of sport is replete with gay superstars 
who choose not to come out of the closet for 
feai of discrimination and losing out on 
valuable endorsements. But Navratilova has 
told the blunt truth to everyone, not for the 
sake of sensation, but because she believed 
that she could prtimote a sense ol 
understanding. "I knew 1 had feelings for 
women," she claimed in her recently released 
bot)k 'Martina Navratilova: An Intimate 
Portrait.' "I wanted to be close to them. But I 
didn't realise it was sexual, until it happened. 
And then in the morning, I said, '1 guess I'll be 
like this for the rest of my life'. And oh boy, 
because I really Iclt at home, I felt very 
comfortable with a woman." 

And it wasn't just a question of loving her 
sexuality. She was even willing to fight for it 
when the occasion arose. As was evidt nt 
when she lent her name and clout to the Class 
Aaion Suit filed by the American Civil 
Liberties Union in Colorado. Navratilova was 
willing to fight the suit and even switch states 
if she did not win, "I like Aspen," she claimed 
in 1992, "but 1 will not pay taxes to a state that 
doesn't recognise me as a human being." 

Then again there were times when her 
sexual preferences gave her more than her 
share of flak. "The Judy Nelson thing was 
enough to [uit everybody in a mental 
institution, and through it all 1 had to play my 
tennis." Navratilova said, referring to her 
legal wrangle with her ex-companion that lek 
her with her sanity, but sans her house, 
several millions of dollars and her gullibility, 

, It's enough to make you doubt mankind; or 
maybe I can still trust mankind but not with 
my money," she quipped. 

To say that Martina wore her heart on her 
sleeve would be an understatement. But 
when we look back at the high legacy that she 
has left behind in women's tennis, we cannot 
help but marvel at her efforts. "I think that's 
the best part that I take (into retirement)," she 
acknowledged. "That I have influenced 
people who arc not even tennis players—^you 
know it's pretty amazing what you can do 
when you hit tennis balls pretty well.". 

And today, Martina once again stands at the 
crossroads of a new life, after correaing the 
hourglass yet again.# 
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PREVIEW 


OTHER EVENTS 

DKC. 14:Duleep Trophy- 
West vs North, Assam 6 
South vs Central, Calcut¬ 
ta; Ranji Trophy 
(4-day)-Bihar vs Orissa, 
Bihar fr Assam vs Tripu¬ 
ra, Agartala; European 
cross country champ, 
Antwick; Women's 
national football, Calcut¬ 
ta; (IFA Shield, Calcutta 
I>EC IS’.DuleepTrophy- 
Wcst vs North, Assam b 
South vs Central. Calcut¬ 
ta: European cross coun- 
tr champ, Antwick, 
World Series Cup- 
England vs Zimbabwe, 
Sydney (d/n); World 
Champ. Golf, Jamaica; 
Women's national foot¬ 
ball, Calcutta; IFA Shield, 
Calcutta. 

Die. 16: Duleep Trophy- 
West vs North, Assam fr 


PRIME SPORTS THIS 


South vs Central, Calcut¬ 
ta; European cross coun¬ 
try champ, Antwick, 
World Champ. Golf 
Jamaica; Women's natio¬ 
nal football, Calcutta, 
IFA Shield, Calcutta. 
DEC 17: F.uropean cross 
country champ, Ant¬ 
wick; England vs Queen¬ 
sland, cricket, Brisbane; 
World Champ. Golf, 
Jamaica; Women's natio¬ 
nal football. Calcutta; 
IFA Shield, Calcutta 
Df-f 18: Ran)i Trophy 
(one-day)-Bengal vs 
Assam, Assam & Orissa 
vs Tripura, Agartala, 
European cross country 
champ, Antwick; World 
Champ. Golf. Jamaica. 
Women's national fooi- 


Take ■ dm lodt on Priino SiMits tor Europoan aoccar 
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ball, Calcutta; IFA Shield, 
Calcutta. 

D! < 19: Deodhar 

Trophy-East vs Central, 
Calcutta 6 South vs 
North, Bihar, Ranji Tro¬ 
phy (4-day)-Bengal vs 
Assam, Assam 6 Orissa 
vs Tripura, Agartala; 
European cross country 
champ, Antwick; 

yvomen's national foot¬ 
ball, Calcutta 
t>i.C 20: Ranji Trophy 
(4-day)Bcngal vs Assam, 
Assam & Orissa vs Tripu¬ 
ra, Agartala, Jr national 
table tennis. Delhi, 
wtimen's national foot¬ 
ball, Calcutta 
0(1 21: Ranji Trojihy 

(4-day)-Bengal vs 

Assam, Assam & Orissa 
vs Tripura, Agartala; Jr 
national table tennis, 
Delhi, Women's national 
lootball, Calcutta 
D5 C. 22; Ranji Trophy 
(4-day)-Bengal vs Assam. 
Assam ft Orissa vs 

Tripura, Agartala; Jr 
national table tennis, 
Delhi; women's national 
football, Calcutta 
nir 23: Jr, National 
table tennis, Delhi 
D! '■ 24: Ashes Series- 

Englaiid vs Australia 
(2nd Test), Melbourne, 
Jr. national table tennis, 
Delhi; women's national 
football, Calcutta 
i>LC 25: Ashes Seiies- 
England vs Australia 
(2nd Test), Melbourne; 



Watch Michael Cbano in 
action againat John 
McEnroe on Prime Sports 

Jr. national football, 
CaU utta 

i>* 1 26; Ashes .Series- 

England vs Australia 
(2iid Test), Melbourne; 
Ranu Trophy (one- 
day)-Assam vs Orissa, 
Assam ft Bengal vs Bihar, 
Calcutta: Jr national 
table tennis, Delhi; 
women's national foot¬ 
ball, Calcutta. 

, 27: Ranji Trophy 
(4-day)-Assam vs Orissa, 
Assam, Ashes Serios- 
England vs Australia 
(2nd Test), Melbourne; 
Women's national foot¬ 
ball, Calcutta. 






'ORTNIGHT 

EVENTS ON PRIME SPORTS 

JOHNNY WALKER WORLD GOLF CHAMPIONSHIPS: 
Come to the prestigious Tryall Club, Montego Bay, Jamaica, 
and see some of the world's finest golfers drive, swing, pitch 
and putt their way to a stake in the US$2.7m prize money. A 
purse of US$550,000 will go to the winner. US Open 
champion Ernie Els, only 2 5 years of age and perhaps the most 
talked-about prospect on the professional tour, will be one to 
watch t>ui for this year. His progress will be followed carefully 
by the likes of experienced players as Montgomerie, Olazabal, 
and Ballesteros, "rhey will be joined by 24 other players who 
will contest for the 1994 championship. Among the qualifiers 
are the defending champion Larry Mize and the top three 
ranked players in the world, Nick Faldo, Berntiard Langer and 
Fred Couples. Tune in to Prime Sports for the live coverage on 
all four days (from Friday to Monday). 

GOLF: 

Friday 16: Johnny Walker World Champ at 11.30 pm, 11.30 
am and 7.30 pm 

Saturday 17-Johnny Walker World Champ at 11.30 pm and 

11.30 am 

Sunday 18 .lohnny Walker World Champ at 10.30 pm, 10.30 
am and 4 30 pm 

Monday 19; .lohnny Walker World Champ at 10 30 pm, 11.30 
am and 5.30 pm; Best of Golf at 4.30 pm 
Tuesday 20: Johnny Walker World Champ at 2 am. Best of 
Golf at 11 pm and 10.30 am; UK PGA Tour J.C Penny Classic at 

7.30 pm 

Wednesday 21 US PGA Tour J.C Penny Classical 2 am, 10am 
and 7.30 pm 

Thursday 22: USPGATour J.C Penny Classical 2 am and 10 am. 
Monday 26: Best Of The Golf at 4.30 pm. 

Tuesday 27: Best Of The Golf at 2 am, 9.30 and 6.30 pm 

WWI. 

Friday 16; Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm 

Saturday 17: Wrestling Spotlight at 10.30 pm and 6.30 am; 

Mania at 5.30 pm 

Sunday 18: Wrestling Mania at 3.30 am and 8.30 am 
Friday 23: Wrestling Spotlight at 2.30 pm 
Saturday 24: Wrestling Spotlight at 11 pm, 6.30 am and Mania 
at 5.30 pm 



Nick Faldo: in eantoiitian for tha Johnny WaNcar title 


Sunday 25: Wrestling Mama at 1.30 am and 8.30 am 
TENNIS; 

Wednesday 21: Michael Chang vs .lohn McEnroe at 4 pm 
Thu.''Sday 22: Michael Chang vs John McEnrrte at 11.30 pm 
Saturday 24: Best of Women's tennis at 6.30 pm 
Sunday 25- Best of Women's tennis 1994 at 2.30 am and 9.30 
am. Best of Men's tennis at 4.30 pm 

Monday 26: Best of Men's tennis 1994 2.30 am and 9.30 am 
Tuesday 27 Best of Men's tennis 1994 2.30 am and 9.30 am 

SOCCER; 

Thursday 15. Ftitbol Mundial at 10 am 

Friday 16; Asian Football Show at 3.30 pm 

Saturday 17: Asian Football Show at 1.30 am and 7.30 am; 

European Soccer Show at 4.30 pm 

Sunday 18: European Soccer Show at 2.30 am fr 7.30 am 

Tuesday 20: Futbol Mundial at 4 pm 

Wednesday 21: Futbol Mundial at 10.30 pm and noon 

Thursday 22: The Best of Chinese Soccer 1994 at 5.30 pm 

Friday23:The Best of Chinese Soccer 1994 at 10.30 pm and 

11.30 am, Asian Football Show at 3.30 pm 

Saturday 24: Asian Football Show at midnight and European 

Soccer Show at 4.30 pm 

Sunday 25: European Socfcr Show at 12.30 am and 6.30 am 
Tuesday 27: Ftitbol Mundial at 4 pm 





D oes a woman have any place 
in Spons? — specifically 
Sports Journalism? — even 
more specifically S/iorfswor/ti? After 
all, all three arc considered to be hard¬ 
core bastions of male chauvinism in 
varying degrees. 

I should have, at least by now, 
gotten used to the fact that the 
Sportftworld editorial department 
isn't one of the tidiest places. To be 
precise, for the most part, the room 
looks like a typhoon has just made its 
way through it. In its saner moments, 
it looks like an oversized wastepaper 
basket. This phenomenon is, 1 
believe, known io male journalists as 
"organised chaos". And to give the 
group of journalists working here 
their due credit, 1 must say that they 
do know where to find whaievei it is 
they are looking for amidst the rubble 
As I said before, I should be used to 
it...but it will take some getting used 
to. Basically because this was certainly 
not how 1 had envisioned 
Sportwnrld. My expectations of a 


hi-tech, state-of-the-art environment 
were quickly shattered the first day 1 
witnessed'd' day—^when the 
magazine 'goes tubed' (a typical male 
expression!). And 1 just as quickly 
learned to expect the unexpected. 

Strangely enough my stint here has 
also made me the object of envy with 
some of my friends. Not so much 
because one is experiencing 
journalism first hand, but more 
because one is apparently ever so 
lucky to be working with some of the 
"most eligible men in Calcutta". To 
which I have nothing at all to say. 
Others fiave characterised my 
decision to indulge in a world of 
MCP's as utter lunacy. Still others 
have ac( used me of being t ompletely 
out of my mind. A male friend even 
went to the extent ol demanding to 
know what on earth women knew 
about sport anyway Why, 1 ask him as 
calmly as possible, (homicidal 
instincts rising), should 1 or any other 
female lor that matter not know 
anything about sport? We to<i read the 

CAtllOON OYAHlHURCABeXIZO 



sports-pages and watch television, so 
please spare us the male chauvinism 
act, thank you very much! 

Thankfully, the guys at Sportsworld 
are of the emancipated kind and treat 
all gender with dedicated equality. 
Only one of them expressed initial 
surprise, finding it quite strange that a 
female would actually want to read 
the sjtortspages before the headlines. 

They arc also quite a hard(ly) 
working gioup, discussions and 
debate preceding every issue on topics 
ranging from hottest flicks (and 
chicks) ill town to why Satijay 
Manjrekar should bat at No. And 
the invectives used—whatevei the 
topic—would make a sailor want to 
curl up and die, let alone blush! Iion'i 
get me wrong. One is not com|)lammg 
and 1 wouldn't want any ol tliem lo 
change tfieirbehavunu. Tfiat's 'lot to 
say that anytfiing 1 would want, 
would make the slightest difference 
No, they being an absolute maioiii v, 
would lusi tell me to take a nmmiig 
jump — not quite so mildly ol course 
The last thing one would want to tio, 
heavens lorbid, is to cramp then style 
After all, it s a creaiis e |oli, isn't it!" 

Yet It's strange that even though 
they are such an odd collection ol 
human beings, each having his own 
whim and fancy (and opinion) it is so 
easy lor them to combine as a team 
'w'hen It comes down lo the crunch 
That IS when 1 have to give the male 
gender credit over my own, however 
reluctantly. 

Journalism as I saw it was |iist a 
question of putting down on paper 
what you saw helore you. Journalism, 
as now 1 understand, is fiaving an 
opinion and an idea and backing it up 
with conviction. Of course, all this 
amidst a scenario of confusion, oops!! 
sorry "organised chaos " 

And, by the way, out ol this 
imbroglio, these guys do manage to 
publish a rather popular sports 
magazine called Sportsworld. Know 
what I call that? Absolutely 
amazing,...considering the 
circumstances. But one thing I've 
learned is...not all 'nuts' are found in 
Brazil. 

Stephanie Sweeney 
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